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1.  Mauuscript  statements  and  naxratiYes  of  pioneer  Bettleio— old  letters  and  jpumalB  relative  to  the 
oarly  history  and  settlement  of  "Wisconsin,  and  of  the  Black  Hawk  War  ;  biographical  notices  of  oar 
pioneers,  and  of  eminent  citizens,  deceased ;  an^d  facts  illustrative  of  our  Indian  tribes,  their  history, 
chaxacteristics,  sketches  of  their  prominent  chiefs,  orators  and  warriors,  together  with  contributions  of 
Indian  implements,  dress,  ornaments  and  curiosities. 

2.  Files  of  newspapers,  books,  pamphlets,  college  catalogues  ;  minutes  of  ecclesiastical  conventioaSj 
conferences  and  synods,  and  other  publications  relating  to  this  State,  or  Michigan  Territory,  of  whicli 
Wisconsin  formed  a  part  from  1818  to  1835— and  hence  the  Territorial  Laws  and  Journals,  and  files  Ol 
Michigan  newspapers  for  that  period,  we  are  peculiarly  anxious  to  obtain. 

3.  Drawings  and  descriptions  of  our  ancient  ihpunds  and  fortifications,  their  size,  representation  and 
locality. 

4.  Information  respecting  any  ancient  coins,  or  other  curiosities  found  in  Wisconsin.  The  contribution 
of  such  articles  to  the  Cabinet  of  the  Society  is  respectfully  solicited. 

5.  Indian  geographical  names  of  streams  and  localities  in  this  State,  with  their  significations. 

6.  Books  of  all  kinds,  and  especially  such  as  relate  to  American  history,  travels  and  biography  in  gen- 
eral and  the  West  in  particular,  family  genealogies,  old  magazines,  pamphlets,  files  of  newspapers, 
maps,  historical  manuscripts,  autographs  of  distinguished  persons,  coins,  medals,  paintings,  portraite, 
statuarj'  and  engravings. 

7.  We  solicit  from  Historical  Societies  and  other  learned  bodies,  that  interchange  of  books  and  other 
materials  by  which  the  usefulness  of  institutions  of  this  nature  is  so  essentially  enhanced — pledging 
ourselves  to  repay  such  contributions  by  acts  in  kind  to  the  full  extent  of  our  ability. 

8.  The  Society  particularly  begs  the  favor  and  compliment  of  authors  and  publishers,  to  present,  with 
theiTjautographs,  copies  of  their  respective  works  for  its  Library. 

9:  Editors  and  publishers  of  newspapers,  magazines  and  reviews,  will  confer  a  lasting  favor  on  the 
Society  by  contributing  their  publications  regularly  for  its  library — or,  at  least,  such  numbers  as  may 
contain  articles  bearing  upon  Wisconsin  history,  biography,  geography,  or  antiquities  ;  all  which  mU  be 
carefully  preserved  for  binding. 

Packages  for  the  Society  may  be  sent  to,  or  deposited  with,  the  following  gentlemen,  who  hare  kindly 
consented  to  take  charge  of  them.  Such  parcels,  to  prevent  mistakes,  should  be  properly  enveloped  ana 
addressed.even  if  but  a  single  article  ;  and  it  would,  futhermore,  be  desirable,  that  donors  should  fcrrward 
to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  a  specification  of  books  or  articles  donated  and  deposited. 

DEPOSITARIES. 

G.  &  J.  A.  Remsex,  at  J.  B.  Lippincott&  Co.'s  Philadelphia. 
Samuel  G.  Drake,  Antiquarian  Book  Store,  Boston. 
Charles  B.  Norton,  Appleton's  Building,  New  York. 
Joel  Munsell,  Publisher,  78  State  Street,  Albany. 
George  Ogden  Deeth  &  Co.,  Washington  City. 
C.  R.  Starkweather,  No.  102  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago. 
C-  C.  Simmons,  City  Recorder,  St  Louis. 
I.  A.  Lapham,  Milwaukee. 
Datid  Anderson,  Cincinnati. 

Jesse  Clement,  Editor  Western  Literarj'^Messcngcr,  Buffalo. 

Donors  to  the  Society's  Library  and  Collections  will,  in  return,  be  placed  upon  the  list  of  ex- 
ohanges,tand  receive  equivalent  publications  of  the  Society. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  His  Excellency,  Wm.  A.  Barstow, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin : 

Sie: — ^The  undersigned  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  His- 
torical Society  of  Wisconsin,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  granting  five  hundred  dollars  annually  to  the  Society^ 
beg  to  present  herewith  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  past 
year,  exhibiting  the  objects  and  extent  of  the  expenditures  of  the 
Society,  with  the  accompanying  vouchers.  The  total  receipts  of 
the  year,  including  the  balance  on  hand  on  the  2d  of  January 
last,  have  been  $760  42j^and  the  disbursements  r$668  12— leaving 
a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $92  30. 

In  presenting  their  Second  Annual  Beport,  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee are  happy  in  being  able  to  congratulate  the  members  of » 
the  Society,  and  the  citizens  of  the  State,  on  the  large  measure  of 
success  that  has  attended  the  Society  during  the  past  year.  The 
increase  in  the  library  and  collections  has  been  very  large — with- 
out a  precedent  in  the  history  of  any  similar  association  in  the 
Western  States  ;  and  the  Society,  at  the  same  time,  has  increased  \ 
its  hold  upon  the  sympathies  and  kind  offices  of  men  of  letters 
abroad,  and  of  our  own  enlightened  fellow  citizens  of  Wisconsin. 
With  noble  ends  gained  by  honorable  means,  it  is  a  subject  of 
just  pride  to  the  Committee,  that  our  institution,  having  no  selfish, 
sectarian,  partizan,  or  exclusive  aims,  should  thus  receive  the 
warm  approbation  of  the  wise  and  the  good  at  home  and  abroad. 
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In  January,  1854^  after  the  Society  had  been  five  years  in  ex- 
istence, there  were  but  fifty  volumes  in  the  library.  At  that  date 
an  efficient  re-organization  was  effected,  and  the  patronage  of  the 
State  secured  ;  and  the  result  was,  that  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1856,  the  library  by  gifts,  purchases  and  exchanges  had  increased 
to  1050 ;  and  now,  after  the  labors  of  another  successful  year,  we 
have  to  report  the  present  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  at 
2115 — exhibiting  an  increase  the  past  year  of  1065  volumes,  thus 
something  more  than  doubling  the  aggregate  in  a  single  year. 
Of  this  increase,  192  were  by  purchase,  and  873  by  donation  and 
exchange  ;  while  the  previous  year,  the  number  of  volumes  pur- 
chased was  130,  and  870  received  by  donation  and  exchange  ; 
and  the  50  volumes  which  the  Society  possessed  prior  to  1854, 
were  all  donated.  Thus  of  the  present  number  in  the  library, 
322  volumes  were  purchased,  and  1793  were  received  by  dona- 
tion and  exchange.  During  the  past  year,  of  the  additions  to 
the  library,  46  volumes  were  folios,  53  were  quartos,  the  rest 
chiefly  of  octavo  size  ;  thus  making^now  in  the  library  108  folios, 
and  128  quartos.  These  works  relate  almost  exclusively  to  our 
own  country,  and  may  b'e  classified  as  follows : 

Works  on  history,  biography,  travels,  bound" newspaper  files,  and 

publications  of  Historical  and  Antiquarian  Societies,  937  vols. 

Congressional  publications,     .  -         -         -  509 

Agricultural,  mechanical  and  scientific,    -  -  155 

State  laws  and  State  legislation,        -  -  -  150  " 

Miscellaneous,       .         .  .  .  .  3^4  « 

Total,     -  -  2115 

The  character  and  value  of  the  works  added  to  the  library  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  demand  a  passing  notice.  The  Committee  have 
had  constantly  in  view  the  paramount  object  of  first  obtaining  all 
works  relating  immediately  or  remotely  to  our  own  State,  and 
then  of  the  West  generally.  Of  this  class  may  be  mentioned 
the  works  of  Lescarbot,  Marquette,  La  Ilontan,  La  Salle, 
Hennepin,  Labat,  Lafitau.  Crespel,  Carver,  Henry,  Pike,  Shea, 
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Franchere,  Falconer,  McLeod,  Hanson  and  others.  The  large 
folio  work  on  the  American  Indians,  by  Hall  and  McKinney, 
in  three  volumes,  with  120  beautifully  colored  engravings, 
taken  mostly  from  the  collection  of  the  Indian  Bureau  at  Wash- 
ington, and  embracing  among  the  number  several  chieftains  of 
the  Ottawa,  Chippewa,  Winnebago,  Menomonee,  Sauk  and  Fox 
nations,  is  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our  library.  It  was  pur- 
chased  at  considerably  less  than  the  usual  price.  A  ^arge  number 
of  state,  county  and  town  histories  and  family  genealogies,  re- 
lating to  various  portions  of  the  Union,  and  many  of  them  gifts 
from  their  respective  authors,  have  been  added  to  the  library,  and 
serve  a  most  valuable  purpose  in  tracing  genealogies,  as  well  as 
facilitating  general  and  local  historical  research  and  investigation. 

Our  newspaper  files,  so  valuable  for  numerous  purposes  of  re- 
ference, have  been  largely  augmented.  Fifty-^ight  bound  vol- 
umes have  been  added  during  the  past  twelve  months,  of  which, 
thirty-three  volumes  relate  to  the  period  preceding  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  printing  press  in  Wisconsin,  in  1883.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  bound  newspaper  files  now  in  the  library,  including  Niles' 
Register,  is  206,  making  almost  a  continuous  series  from  1784  to 
the  present  time.  We  have  one  prior  volume,  covering  a  portion 
of  1776  and  1777.  We  have  Gen.  Ellis'  file  of  the  Green  Bay 
IntelUgeriGer  from  its  commencement,  Dec.  11, 1833  to  Sept.  1835, 
and  then  a  gap  occurs  until  the  establishment  of  the  Wisconsin 
Baquwer^  by  J.  A.  JSToonan,  Nov.  8,  1838  ;  but  this  hiatus,  we 
hope,  will  be  amply  supplied  by  the  valuable  files  of  territorial 
papers  so  considerately  preserved  and  so  kindly  promised  to  our 
Society,  by  the  Hon.  George  Hyer  and  the  Hon.  Joshua  Hathaway, 
both  early  and  meritorious  pioneers  of  Wisconsin,  and  warm 
friends  of  our  Society.  He  v.  Alfred  Brunson,,  another  early  pio- 
neer, has  promised  a  file  of  the  iT.  Y.  Advocate  and  Journal^ 
from  Aug.  1832  to  May  1834,  containing  many  of  Mr.  Brunson's 
communications  relative  to  Western  matters  at  that  period ;  G. 
W.  Bliss  promises  a  full  file  of  the  Mineral  Point  Tribune^  em- 
bracing 8  volumes  ;  J.  C.  Cover,  the  Lancaster  Herald^  1851-55 ; 
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E.  B.  Quiner,  Watertown  Eegister,  1850-64;  Mrs.  Hiram  A. 
Wright,  a  file  of  the  Prairie  du  Ohien  Patriot^  1846-51 ;  John 
Donghertj,  afile  bf  the  Oshkosh  Democrat^  1854-55;  J.  Crow- 
ley, Menasha  Advocat^^  1854-55 ;  Gen.  A.  G.  Ellis,  Stevens 
Point  Pinery^  1853-55  ;  and  Gov.  Doty,  a  file  of  Dr.  Philleo's 
Galenian  for  1832,  valuable  as  containing  the  current  news  of 
the  Black  Hawk  war. .  Other  early  files  of  Wisconsin  papers, 
preserved  by  members  of  our  Society,  residing  at  Milwaukee, 
Mineral  Point,  Kenosha,  Appleton,  Elkhorn  and  Portage  City, 
in  this  State,  and  Easton,  Pa.,  it  is  anxiously  hoped  will  eventu- 
ally find  their  way  to  our  collections,  and  thus  very  materially 
enrich  this  invaluable  department  of  our  library. 

The  Society  is  in  the  regular  receipt  of  sixty- eight  publications, 
of  which  fifty -two  are  published  in  Wisconsin,  and  of  this  num- 
ber, five  are  dailies,  fifty-one  weeklies,  ten  monthlies,  or  semi- 
monthlies, and  one  quarterly ;  and  there  are  besides,  at  least, 
seven  Wisconsin  weekly  papers,  preserved  for  the  Society,  at 
the  offices  of  their  publication — making  a  total  of  seventy-five 
publications  carefully  preserved  for  binding,  and  which  will 
add  largely  to  our  already  respectable  collection  of  newspaper 
files.  It  is  extremely  desirable,  that  the  newspaper  editors  and 
publishers  of  our  State,. who  have  not  hitherto  contributed  their 
respective  publications,  should  do  so  regularly  and,  if  possible, 
from  their  commencement ;  and  those  persons  who  may  possess 
old  files,  are  earnestly  requested  to  bestow  them  upon  the  society. 
Let  it  be  the  pride  of  Wisconsin  that  we  endeavor  to  possess  a 
more  complete  series  of  newspapers  of  our  own  State,  than  does 
any  similar  Society  of  its  State  in  the  Union.  Beginning  thus 
early,  if  we  but  persevere  unfalteringly,  we  can  secure  this  de- 
sirable attainment. 

During  the  past  year,  about  two  thousand  pamphlets  and  docu- 
ments have  been  received,  making  our  whole  collection  number 
not  far  from  three  thousand.  This  kind  of  material  is  important, 
comprising  history,  statistic^,  orations,  eulogies,  speeches  in  Con- 
gress, catalogues,  essays,  and  public  documents — they  form,  in  the 
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estimHtion  of  Webster,  "  the  elements  of  hi^ry."  They  should, 
in  due  time,  be  arranged  by  subjects,  boujid  and  indexed,  and 
then  would  be  regarded  as  truly  valuable.  The  cost  of  binding, 
however,  would  be  quite  an  item. 

Among  the  donors  to  the  library,  ex-Gov.  Tallmadge  is  the 
most  conspicuous.  He  has  presented  his  valuable  collection  of 
Congressional  documents,  for  the  period  he  was  a  member  of  the 
TJ.  S.  Senate,  from  1832  to  1843,  uniformly  bound,  in  160  vol- 
umes, which  form  a  complete  series.  From  the  Department  of 
State,  "Washington,  has  been  received  164  bound  volumes,  com- 
prising mostly  laws,  journals  and  reports  of  national  legislation. 
Hon.  Wm.  B.  Towne,  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  S.  G. 
Drake,  Geo.  R.  Sampson,  John  P.  Jewett,  Rev.  J.  S.  Barry,  Dr. 
Edward  Jarvis,  Wm.  H.  Prescott  and  Hon.  Chas.  Francis  Adams, 
of  Mass. ;  J.  S.  C.  Abbott,  of  Maine  ;  Rev.  E.  W.  Stone,  R.  1. ; 
Miss  F.  M.  Caulkins,  Conn. ;  Samuel  Cole  and  G.  O.  Deeth,  D. 
C. ;  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  Phila. ;  S.  G.  Deeth,  J. ;  Dr.  Mar^ 
tyn  Paine,  Joel  Munsell,  Mrs.  Emma  Willard,  Dr.  F.  B.  Hough, 
and  J.  H.  Hickcox,  ITew  York;  D.  B.  Cooke  &  Co.,  111.;  IST. 
Trubner,  London ;  and  Silas  Chapman,  D.  S.  Durrie,  Hon.  Chas. 
Durkee,  Hon.  Henry  Dodge,  Hon.  I.  P.  Walker,  Hon.  B.  C. 
Eastman,  Hon.  Daniel  Wells,  jr.,  Hon.  J.  B.  Macy,  Hon.  S.  S. 
Case,  ex  Gov.  J.  D.  Doty,  Dr.  H.  D.  Holt,  Hon,  Chas.  Clement, 
Hon.  Levi  Russell,  Cyrus  Woodman,  Dr.  W.  H.  Brisbane  and 
Daniel  Noble  Johnson,  of  our  own  State,  have  severally  made 
valuable  contributions  to  the  library.  A  full  list  of  the  donors  of 
bound  volumes,  and  the  number  contributed  by  each,  will  be 
found  appended  to  this  report. 

The  publications  of  the  Historical  Societies  of  New  Hamp- 

shire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Minnesota,  the 

New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society,  the  Smithsonian  In" 

stitution,  and  Am.  Ethnological  Society,  have  been  previously 

announced  as  having  been  received  ;  and  we  have  the  pleasure  to 

add,  that  during  the  past  year  those  of  the  American  Antiquarian 

Society,  Maine  and  Ohio  Historical  Societies,  and  one  volume  of 
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the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  have  been  placed  upon  our 
shelves,  vi^ith  assurances  that  those  of  the  New  York,  Maryland 
and  Georgia  Historical  Societies,  and  ten  quarto  vohimes  of  the 
Am.  Philosophical  Society  will  be  early  forwarded.  We  have 
also  received  one  volume  and  several  pamphlets  from  the  Eoyal 
Society  of  ISTorthern  Antig^uaries,  Copenhagen  ;  and  it  would  be 
extremely  desirable  to  receive  their  larger  work  on  the  early  dis- 
covery and  colonization  of  America  by  the  ]S"orthmen  in  the  tenth 
century.  We'have  the  most  sanguine  expectations  that  our  So- 
ciey  will  soon  be  in  possession  of  a  complete  series  of  all  the 
publications  of  the  several  Historical  and  Antiquarian  associa- 
tions of  our  country. 

Twenty  maps,  pertaining  mostly  to  our  own  and  other  Western 
States,  and  a  large  number  of  charts,  have  been  received ;  also 
several  fine  engravings,  among  which  may  be  mentioned,  the 
County  Election,  22  by  30  inches,  from  the  artist,  Geo.  0.  Bing- 
ham ;  engravings  of  President  Taylor,  Silas  Wright,  Calhoun  and 
Fremont,  12  by  16  inches  in'^size,  from  ISl.  Trubner,  London,  of 
Hon.  H.  A.  Wise,  from  Cyrus  Sharp,  a  fine  photograph  of  the  late 
Dr.  Daniel  Drake,  of  Cincinnati,  from  E.  G.  Hawkins,  and  a  large 
fac-simile  copy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  from  the 
State  Department,  Washington. 

To  our  autograph  collection,  several  interesting  additions  have 
been  made :  Autograph  letters  of  six  of  the  signers  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  and  the  signature  of  another,  have  been 
received  ;  of  Samuel  Huntington  and  William  EUery,  from  Eev. 
Dr.  Sprague  ;  of  Thomas  McKean,  Ciesar  Kodney  ..ud  George 
Eead,  from  Wm.  T.  Eead,  Esq.;  of  Carter  Braxton,  and  signature 
of  John  Hart,  from  F.  M.  Etting,  Esq.  We  have  also  received 
those  of  John  Dickinson,  Philip  Schuyler,  George  Clifiton,  De 
Witt  Clinton,  Aaron  Burr,  Nathan  Dane,  C.  C.  Pinckney,  Henry 
Lee,  W.  H.  Crawford,  Henry  Clay,  Daniel  Webster,  Martm  Yan 
Buren,  Zachary  Taylor,  K.  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Carwin,  John  M. 
Clayton,  and  others. 
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A  beautiful  plaster  statuette  of  Gen.  Jackson  has  been  received 
from  the  celebrated  artist,  Clark  Mills,  but  was  unfortunately 
broken  on  the  way;  and  learning  which,  the  talented  and  indefat- 
igable artist,  nothing  daunted,  has  informed  the  Society  that  he 
has  resolved  to  supply  its  place  with  a  metal  one,  as  soon  as  he 
can  conveniently  cast  it.  A  gift  so  valuable,  from  such  an  emi- 
nent artist,  would  ever  be  regarded  as  a  splendid  triumph  of 
American  genius,  and  a  worthy  ornament  to  our  library. 

To  C.  A.  Johnson  the  Society  is  indebted  for  a  beautiful  case  of 
daguerreotypes  of  27  members  of  the  last  Wisconsin  Legislature^ 
and  a  framed  daguerreotype  of  Gen.  W.  R.  Smith.  Also  daguer- 
reotypes of  Col.  Joseph  Dickson  and  William  Davidson,  pioneers  , 
of  our  State,  and  of  Lieut.  Gov.  Burns,  Hon.  A.  P.  Ladd,  and 
Hon.  T.  J.  Moorman  have  been  received  since  the  last^report  was 
made. 

During  the  year,  the  Cabinet  has  been  enriched  with  various 
curiosities  ;  a  silken  tassel  from  the  bed  of, the  unfortunate  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  obtained  from  Holyrood  Castle,  Edinburgh,  and 
presented  by  Robert  White ;  a  fragment  of  the  frigate  Constitution, 
so  well  known  as  Old  Ironsides,  from  Hon.  Levi  Russell ;  one  of 
the  original  stamps  of  the  celebrated  Stamp  Act  of  1765,  which 
aroused  the  spirit  of  resistance  to  British  oppression,  and  led  the 
way  to  American  Independence,  from  F.  M.  Etting,  Esq.;  a  white 
marble  idol,  with  the  head  broken  off  and  missing,  five  inches  in 
height,  in  an  oriental  sitting  posture,  found  in  1854,  about  one 
foot  under  the  surface,  while  ditching  a  marsh  lot  near  Taychee- 
dah,  5Fond  du  Lac  county,  presented  by  Judge  Hubbell ;  a  rosary 
of  olive  wood,  from  the  Mount  of  Olives,  presented  by  the  late 
Hon.  G.  R.  McLane ;  a  large  quantity  of  continental  paper  money, 
frorii  Gen.  W.  R.  Smith,  F.  M.  Etting,  and  Rev.  A.  Brunson;  and 
from  the  latter  and  others,  several  notes  and  shinplasters  of  early 
Wisconsin  banks  and  corporations.  From  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Hon.  John  Lawe  of  Green  Bay,  has  been  received,  through  the 
kindness  of  Hon.  H.  S.  Baird,  the  ancient  court  dress  of  the  quaint 
old  Green  Bay  pioneer,  the  late  Judge  Charles  Reaume.  Quite 
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a  number  of  curious  coin  have  been  added  to  our  collection ; 
three  ancient  Roman  ones  of  the  first  century,  dug  up  a  few  years 
since,  in  Lincolnshire,on  the  old  Roman  road  from  London  to  Scot- 
land, presented  by  Robert  White;  a  silver  coin,  about  the  value 
of  16  cents,  bearing  date  1593,  dug  up,  about  1842,  in  Berkshire 
county,  England,  and  presented  by  John  W.  Ford  ;  and  others  of 
modern  dates,  from  Prof.  J.  J.  Cole,  Mrs.  O.  M.  Conover,  Urs. 
Robert  "White,  H.  D.  Holt,  and  others.  Capt.  George  S.  Dodge, 
with  the  just  appreciation  of  an  enlightened  scholar  and  traveler, 
has  generously  promised,  that  our  Society  shall,  in  due  time,  re- 
ceive his  valuable  collection  of  about  two  hundred  rare  and  curious 
coin,  collected  in  the  United  States,  Europe,  Mexico,  and  other 
countries,  and  must  add  much  to  our  knowledge  of  numismatics. 

The  Picture  Gallery  has  become  one  of  th6  most  interesting 
and  valuable  features  of  our  collection.  In  the  last  annual  report 
three  portraits  were  acknowledged  as  having  been  received — a 
copy  of  Stuart's  "Washington,  from  the  venerable  Thomas  Sully ; 
and  a  copy  of  J arvis'  Gen.  George  Rogers  Clark,  the  Hannibal 
of  the  west,  and  an  orignal  portrait  of  Dr.  Wu.  Byrd  Powell,  a 
learned  writer  of  Kentucky  on  medicine  and  science.  Fifteen 
others  were  announced  as  having  been  kindly  promised  the  So- 
ciety. During  the  past  year,  eight'-^  portraits  have  been  received? 
and  now  adorn  our  Hall.  Five  of  them  are  from  the  pencil  of  the 
late  Robert  M.  Sully — two  of  them  originals,  never  copied,  "Wa- 
pe-she  ka  or  the  Zight  Cloudy  better  known  as  the  Projphet  of  the 
Sauks  and  Foxes,  and  Black  Hawk's  son  Na-she-a-kusk  or  Loud 
Thunder^  both  painted  from  life  by  the  artist  in  1833 ;  and  an  im- 
proved copy  of  his  Black  Hawk,  painted  at  the  same  time  ;  also 
a  copy  of  a  splendid  portrait  of  CmEF  Justice  Marshall,  from 
an  original  taken  by  the  lamented  artist ;  and  a  copy  of  the  beau- 
tiful Pocahontas,  taken  from  an  ancient  painting,  since  crumbled 
to  ruins,  long  preserved  by  the  descendants  of  this  renowned  In- 


*  As  this  page  is  being  put  in  type,  April,  1856,  the  total  number  of  oil  paintings  in  the  Picture 
Gallery  has  increased  to  t-wenty-two  ;  vide  I-ibrarian's  report,  -which  has  boen  made  to  include  them 
all-  L.  C.  D. 
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dian  Princess ;  of  the  others,  one  is  an  original  portrait  of  De  Witt 
Clinton,  which  was  once  possessed  hj  that  eminent/tatesman, 
another  is  a  striking  likeness  of  Hon.  Byron  Kilbourn,  a  Milwau- 
kee pioneer,  painted  by  S.  M.  Brookes;  and  the  other,  a  good  por- 
trait of  Hon.  I.  P.  Walker,  taken  in  1852.  The  portraits  of  Black 
Hawk,  Ka-she-a-kusk  and  Wa  pe-she-ka,  were  purchased  at  a  low 
price  from  Mr.  Sully ;  while  those  of  Pocahontas  and  Chief  Jus- 
tice Marshall  were  liberally  presented  by  the  lamented  artist. 
The  portrait  of  Clinton  was  purchased  at  a  mere  nominal  price,  that 
of  Mr.  Kilbourn  was  presented  by  himself,  and  that  of  Ex-Senator 
Walker  was  kindly  contributed  by  Geo.  P.  Delaplaine,  Esq. 

We  have  the  promise  of  portraits  from  the  following  forty-seven 
persons,  all  more  or  less  intimately  associated  with  the  history  of 
Wisconsin  :    Gen.  Lewis  Cass,  so  long  the  Governor  of  Michigan 
Territory  when  what  is  now  Wisconsin  formed  a  portion  of  his 
government,  ex-Gov.  John  Reynolds,  of  Illinois,  so  prominently 
connected  with  the  Black  Hawk  war.  Gov.  Henry  Dodge,  Gov. 
Tallmadge,  Gov.  Dewey,  Gov.  Farwell,  Gov.  Barstow,  Hon.  Solo- 
mon Juneau,  Hon.  James  H.  Lockwood,  Col.  Ebenezer  Childs, 
Hon.  Henry  S.  Baird,  Hon.  Ebenezer  Brigham,  Hon.  Moses 
Meeker,  Gen.  Wm.  R.  Smith,  Hon.  Morgan  L.  Martin,  Col.  Jas. 
Morrison,  Col.  D.  M.  Parkison,  Maj.  John  H.  Rountree,  Hon.  A. 
A.  Townsend,  Capt.  R.  M.  McGoon,  Rev.  Alfred  Brunson,  Gen. 
A.  G.  Ellis,  Hon.  John  S.  Horner,  Chief  Justice  Whiton,  Hon. 
A.  D.  Smith,  I.  A.  Lapham,  Esq.,  Hon.  Alanson  Sweet,  Hon. 
Mason  C.  Darling,  Col.  Samuel  Ryan,  Hon.  Charles  C.  Sholes, 
Col.  James  Maxwell,  Cyrus  Woodman,  Esq.,  Col.  A.  A.  Bird, 
Hon.  Simeon  Mills,  Darwin  Clark,  Esq.,  Col.  H.  M.  Billings,  Hon. 
Patrick  Rogan,  John  Messersmith,  Gen.  Geo.  W.  Hickcox,  Ste- 
phen Taylor,  Esq.,  Maj.  John  P.  ^heldon,  Hon.  Joshua  Hatha- 
way, Bishop  Henai,  Hon.  Charles  H.  Larrabee,  Asahel  Finch, 
Jr.,  Esq.,  Hon.  Daniel  Wells,  Jr.,  and  Geo.  P.  Delaplaine,  Esq. 
It  is  anxiously  to  be  desired,  that  all  these  portraits,  with  those  of 
other  pioneers  and  early  public  men  of  Wisconsin  which  have 
been  respectfully  solicited,  will  be  early  furnished  ;  then  the  Society 
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may  well  point  with  pride  to  the  collection  as  the  most  complete 
possessed  by  any  State,  of  its  worthy  pioneers  and  early  public 
servants.  Such  a  Gallery  would  not  only  prove  deeply  interest- 
ing as  works  of  art,  but  most  of  them  would  serve  an  invaluable 
purpose  in  illustrating  the  history  and  historic  men  oi  our  State. 
It  is  proper  in  this  connection  to  remark,  that  the  distin^ruisbed 
artists  Jasper  F.  Cropsey,  John  Keagle,  J.  McMurtrie,  P,  F. 
Rothermel,  William-  Hart,  and  Samuel  M.  Brookes,  have  sever- 
ally promised  or  intimated  some  gift  of  their  pencil  to  the  Society 
— worthy  tributes  from  men  of  genius  which  would  ever  be  held 
in  high  estimation  by  our  Society. 

By  the  great  kindness  of  S.  M.  Brookes,  of  Milwaukee,  a  bust 
of  Hon.  Byron  Kilbourn,  and  one  of  Bishop  Henni,  both  cast  by 
that  talented  artivst,  have  been  bestowed  upon  the  Society,  and 
now  adorn  our  Library. 

Personal  memorials  of  Henry  Clay  and  Dewitt  Clinton  have 
been  received  from  Thomas  H.  Clay,  Esq.,  and  Hon.  G-.  W.  Clin- 
ton. Personal  memorials  of  Washington,  kindly  promised  by  his 
venerable  stfep-son,  Geo.  W.  P.  Custis,  of  Webster,  by  his  soa 
Hon.  Fletcher  Webster,  and  of  Harrison,  by  his  son,  Hon.  J.  S. 
Harrison,  have  not  yet  reached  our  Cabinet,  but  hope  they  may 
during  the  coming  year.  Similar  memorials  of  Franklin,  La 
Fayette  and  Jackson  have  been  sought,  but  hitherto  without  suc- 
cess. Such  relics  possess  a  peculiar  interest,  and  serve  to  keep 
alive  the  fires  of  patriotism  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

Several  important  donations  have  been  kindly  tendered  the 
Society,  and  which  may  confidently  be  expected  to  reach  our  col- 
lections during  the  year ;  among  them,  a  set  of  the  works  of  John 
Adams,  in  10  volumes,  from  his  grandson,  Hon.  Charles  Francis 
Adams ;  over  30  volumes  of  the  'R.  A.  Review,  from  D.  W.  Bal- 
lon, Jr.  ;  nearly  70  historical  volumes  from  the  library  of  the  late 
Dr.  Stephen  W.  Williams,  tendered  by  his  family  in  accordance 
with  his  request ;  the  works  of  B.  J.  Lossing,  Hon.  J.  R.  Bart- 
lett,  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Davidson,  Alfred  B.  Street,  Edmund  Flagg,  S, 
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Agustus  ilitchell,  G.  W.  Eiggs,  Jr.,  and  others.  The  committee 
of  Boston  merchants  having  in  charge  the  getting  up  of  the  gold 
medal  to  Com.  Perry,  have  promised  bronze  copy  to  our  So- 
ciety ;  and  G,  W.  Childs,  Esq.,  the  enterprising  publisher,  has 
tendered  proof  impressions  of  his  engravings  of  Stuart's  Wash- 
ington and  Sully's  Jackson,  beside  several  volumes  of  books.  « 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  First  Annual  Beport  and 
Collections  of  the  Society  have  been  published  by  the  State  in  a 
thin  volume  of  160  pages,  and  some  three  thousand  copies  have 
been  circulated  in  ourJState,  and  other  portions  of  the  Union. 
This  publication  has  served  the  Society  a  valuable  purpose,  to 
send  in  return  to  donors,  making  more  fully  known,  especially  to 
the  citizens  of  our  own  State,  the  worthy  aims  of  our  organiza- 
tion, and  giving  ample  evidence  of  the  good  it  has  already  ef- 
fected, and  is  destined  still  further  to  effect.  There  is,  however, 
a  suggestion  which  has  come  from  many  able  and  learned  men, 
that  we  must  beg  to  present — that  our  annual  publication,  which 
is  to  be  the  permanent  repository  of  a  large  mass  of  valuable  his- 
torical and  statistical  matter  relating  to  Wisconsin,  should  be 
issued  in  a  better  and  more  enduring  form  ;  that  the  quality  of 
the  paper  should  be  better,  and  a  portion,  if  not  all  of  the  edition, 
should  be  put  up  in  cloth  binding — in  a  style  similar  to  the  Trans- 
actions of  our  Agricultural  Society,  published  by  the  State. 
While  this  would  cost  the  State  but  a  small  additional  sum,  it  • 
would  prove  largely  creditable  alike  to  the  State  and  Society,  and 
would  better  subserve  the  great  end  of  preserving  the  valuable 
collections  thus  yearly  brought  together. 

Among  the  many  reasons  which  might  be  adduced  in  favor  of 
an  improved  style  of  publication,  we  would  respectfully  advert  to 
the  following : 

I.  It  would  prove  highly  useful  to  the  State,  by  furnishing  re- 
liable materials  for  historians  and  other  writers,  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  by  thus  disseminating  a  correct  knowledge  of  the 
history  and  progress  of  our  towns  and  counties,  render  our  State  * 


more  favorably  known  abroad,  and  more  especially  direct  the  at- 
tention of  an  intelligent  class  of  emigrants  and  capitalists  to  our 
borders. 

II.  Such  a  publication  would  be  a  powerful  incentive  to  our 
old  pioneers  and  intelligent  early  settlers  to  prepare  and  furnish 
their  written  reminiscences. 

III.  The  valuable  manuscript  narratives  collected  by  the  So- 
ciety would  thereby  be  rendered  secure  from  all  contingencies 
and  accidents — the  most  of  which  collections  once  lost,  could 
never  be  replaced. 

TV.  The  library,  now  numbering  over  2100  volumes,  and  over 
3000  pamphlets,  and  about  70  periodicals  regularly  received, 
has  been  collected  mainly  by  donations ;  and  this  publication,  if 
creditably  gotten  up  in  its  typographical  appearance,  would  ena- 
ble the  Society  to  properly  reciprocate  these  valuable  gifts,  and 
largely  encourage  others. 

YI.  Every  reasonable  encouragement  to  the  Society  in  its 
earnest  efforts  to  build  up  a  public  reference  library  of  works  of 
history,  statistics  and  general  literature,  would  lessen  the  necessi- 
ty of  making  appropriations  to  increase  the  State  Library,  except 
for  that  class  of  works  relating  particularly  to  law  and  legislation. 

The  manuscript  collections  of  the  past  year  have  been  quite 
large  in  number,  and  valuable  in  point  of  matter.  The  more  im- 
portant of  those  received,  may  be  found  appended  to  this  report, 
and  evince,  as  all  must  acknowledge,  a  gratifying  evidence  of  the 
success  of  the  Society  in  this  department  of  its  labors,  and  testi- 
fy most  conclusively  to  the  interest  and  high  appreciation  cher- 
ished by  the  intelligent  pioneers  of  Wisconsin  in  behalf  of  the 
worthy  objects  contemplated  by  our  organization.  In  addition  to 
these,  a  number  of  other  valuable  papers  are  promised,  which 
may  early  be  expected  to  reach  our  archives. 

The  State  publications  granted  the  Society  to  aid  in  effecting 
exchanges  have  been  mostly  received  for  the  years  1854:  and  1855, 
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and  will  be  early  transmitted  to  the  several  societies  and  libraries 
to  which  they  have  been  voted.  Several  causes  have  conspired 
to  delay  their  reception  by  the  Society.  The  volumes  granted 
by  the  State  to  Mons.  A.  Yattemare,  to  be  transmitted  through 
the  meridian  of  the  Society,  will  be  speedily  sent  forward  to  their 
destination;  and  both  our  own  Society  and  the  State  Library  may 
soon  hope  to  reap  the  benefits  of  Yattemare's  noble  system  of  In- 
ternational Literary  Exchanges. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Executive  Committee  have  regular- 
ly held  their  monthly  stated  meetings,  and  four  special  meetings, 
and  one  special  meeting  of  the  Society  has  also  been  held.  This 
steady  interest  manifested  by  the  members  may  be  inferre  d  from 
the  fact  that,  since  the  re-organization  of  the  Society  in  January, 
1854,  no  meeting  ever  failed  for  want  of  a  quorum.  Forty  seven 
active  members  have  been  added  to  the  Society  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  seventeen  life  members,  several  honorary,  and  a  large 
number  of  corresponding  members.  The  library  and  collections 
have  been  frequently  consulted,  and  the  varied  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  them  must  largely  increase  with  the  growth  and  ex- 
pansion of  the  Society.  Pains  have  been  taken  by  the  Society  to 
encourage  and  facilitate  the  preparation  of  works  devoted  to  the 
history  and  progress  of  the  more  important  towns  and  counties 
of  our  State. 

The  Society  has  sustained,  during  the  year,  a  serious  loss  in  the 
deaths  of  Judge  Wright,  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
Dr.  McLane,  a  Yice  President  of  the  Society,  and  R.  M.  Sully, 
an  Honorary  Member,  and  one  of  its  largest  benefactors.  We 
cannot  well  over-estimate  the  loss  of  the  lamented  Sully,  whose 
generous  soul  seemed  constantly  on  the  study  to  devise  new  plans 
by  which  to  render  the  Society  unique  and  prosperous.  And  dy- 
ing while  on  his  journey  to  take  up  his  permanent  residence 
among  us,  and  devote  his  superior  talents  to  the  honor  of  our  State 
and  Society,  added  not  a  little  to  our  sorrow  and  regret  at  his  un- 
timely departure.  The  action  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
these  occasions,  will  be  found  appended  to  this  report . 
3 
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The  Society  will  continue  to  need,  as  we  trnet  it  will  cheerfully 
receive,  the  fostering  care  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  people. — 
May  we  not  venture  to  express  the  hope,  that  many  of  our  liberal 
and  wealthy  citizens  may  be  induced  to  bestow  a  portion  of  theii 
surplus  wealth  upon  our  Society,  that  it  may,  like  several  similar 
societies,  have  an  endowment  to  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  ca- 
pricious favor,  and  thus  never  be  suffered  to  languish  for  want  of 
means  to  carry  into  effect  its  laudable  purposes. 

Our  collections  are  already  becoming  so  large  and  valuable,  as 
to  impress  the  minds  of  the  Committee  with  the  importance  of  a 
fire-proof  building  for  their  safety  and  preservation.  We  should 
be  adnaonished  by  the  destruction,  in  whole  or  in  2)art,  of  public 
archives  by  fire  on  many  occasions — in  New  Hampshire  in  1736, 
in  Massachusetts  in  1747,  besides  having  been  damaged  by  three 
previous  fires ;  in  New  York  in  1740-41,  and  1773  ;  in  New  Jer- 
sey in  1686 ;  in  North  Carolina  in  1831 ;  in  South  Carolina  in 
1698  ;  and  in  Canada  in  1854 — all  which  were  accidental ;  and  in 
Yirginia  in  1781,  by  the  fratricide  Arnold.  Five  times  have  the 
national  archives  suffered  by  conflagration — in  1800,  when  the 
buildings  of  the  War  Department  were  destroyed ;  in  1814,  when 
the  British  troops  burned  the  public  buildings;  in  1833,  when  the 
Treasury  buildings  were  destroyed ;  and  again  in  1836,  and  lastly 
in  1851,  when  the  Congressional  Library  was  burned.  Until  our 
Society  secures  a  fire-proof  building  for  the  custody  of  its  inesti- 
mable freasures,  its  friends  cannot  entirely  repress  their  fears  and 
anxieties.  Several  public-spirited  citizens  of  our  State,  justly  ap- 
preciating the  importance  of  preserving  the  Society's  collections, 
have  each  pledged  fifty  dollars  towards  a  fire-proof  building  fund ;  ^ 
others  stand  ready  to  contribute  liberally  when  it  shall  be  deemed 
a  proper  time  to  make  an  efficient  movement. 

The  American  Antiquarian  Society  has  a  fire-prrof  building 
which  cost  about  $18,000,  of  which  its  President,  Hon.  Stephen 
Salisbury,  contributed  $5,000  and  the  ground  on  which  the  build- 
ing stands  ;  the  New  York  Historical  Society  has  a  commodious 
building  nearly  ready  for  occupancy,  the  foundation  fund  far 
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which  was  the  generous  bequest  of  a  maiden  lady,  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars ;  the  Pennsylvauia  and  Maryland  Historical  Societies, 
possessing  each  a  library  and  collections  scarcely  larger  than  ours, 
have  their  permanent  quarters  ;  while  the  Maine  Historical  Socie- 
ty has  received  from  the  Legislature  of  that  State  a  donation  of 
land,  valued  at  $6,000,  to  aid  in  erecting  a  permanent  edifice. 
The  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  whose  collections  are  about 
the- same  in  extent  as  ours,  has  raised  funds  for  a  building;  and 
even  the  young,  energetic  Society  of  Minnesota  is  n<^w  engaged 
in  raising  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  purchase  a  lot  for  the  site  of 
its  intended  structure. 

If  we  had  a  fire-proof  depository  for  our  collections,  they  would 
be  largely  augmented  b}^  books,  manuscripts,  papers,  pictures — = 
comprising  the  most  authentic  materials  for  history,  now  scattered 
over  the  State,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  those  who  might,  for 
public  or  historic  purposes,  wi?sh  to  consult  them.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  if  the  State  should  soon  erect  a  new  capitdl,  or  enlarge 
the  present  edifice,  the  legislature  would  provide  a  permanent, 
safe  and  commodious  Hall  for  the  use  of  our  Society ;  and  if  this 
cannot  be  eff*ected  within  a  reasonable  period,  that  the  Legislature 
be  memorialized  for  an  appropriation  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a 
fire  proof  building,  on  condition  that  a  certain  additional  amount 
be  raised  among  the  citizens  of  the  State  for  that  purpose.  A  Hall 
of  this  character  is  greatly  needed,  and  we  cannot  too  soon  take 
the  matter  into  consideration,  and  devise  the  best  means  to  secure 
the  object  in  view. 

Such  is  the  history  and  almost  unexampled  growth,  and  such 
the  aims,  the  hopes,  the  wants,  of  our  State  Historical  Society. — ■ 
We  can  better  comprehend  what  has  been  accomplished  in  our 
comparatively  brief  career,  by  glancing  briefly  at  the  rise  and 
progress  of  similar  Societies  in  our  country.  The  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society,  the  pioneer  institution  of  the  Union,  which 
was  founded  in  1791,  has  8,000  volumes  in  its  library,  and  has 
published  31  volumes  of  collections;  the  New  York  Historical 
Society  was  founded  in  1804,  has  25,000  vols.,  and  has  published 
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about  thirteen  volumes  of  collections  and  proceedings  ;  the  Amer- 
ican Antiquarian  Society,  founded  in  1812,  has  22,000  vols,,  and 
has  published  3  vols,  of  collectiors,  a  catalogue  volume,  and  sev- 
eral pamphlets  ;  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  founded  in 
1822,  has  2500  vols.,  and  has  published  five  volumes  of  collections; 
Maine  Historical  Society,  founded  in  1822,  number  of  vols,  in 
its  library  unknown,  has  published  3  vols,  of  collections  ;  the 
New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  founded  in  1823,  has  1500 
vols.,  and  has  published  six  volumes  of  collections  ;  the  Connec- 
ticut Historical  Society,  founded  in  1825,  has  8,000  vols.,  but  has 
published  no  collections  ;  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society, 
founded  in  1825j  with  2,000  vols,  in  its  library,  has  published  five 
vols,  of  collections,  and  several  bulletins  and  pamphlets  ;  the  Yir- 
ginia  Historical  Society,  founded  in  1831,  has  1200  vols.,  and  has 
published  one  volume  of  collections,  and  about  seven  volumes  of 
an  Historical  Register ;  the  Ohio  Historical  Society,  founded  in 
1831,  has  1,000  vols.,  and  has  published  three  volumes  of  collec- 
tions and  several  pamphlets ;  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society, 
founded  in  1838,  has  1,000  volumes,  and  has  issued  no  publica- 
tions; the  Georgia  Historical  Society,  founded  in  1839,  has  united 
its  library  with  that  of  the  Savannah  Society,  and  has  published 
three  volumes  of  collections ;  the  Maryland  Historical  Society, 
founded  in  1844:,  has  2128  vols.,  and  has  published  several  pam- 
phlets ;  the  Missouri  Historical  Society,  founded  in  1844,  has  300 
vols.,  and  has  issued  one  pamphlet  of  proceedings  ;  the  IS'ew  Eng- 
land Historic-Genealogical  Society,  founded  in  ISM,  has  3,000  vol- 
umes, and  has  published  9  vols,  of  an  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register,  and  some  pamphlets ;  the  I^ew  Jersey  Historical  Socie- 
ty, founded  in  1845,  has  1930  volumes,  and  has  published  four 
volumes  of  collections  and  six  of  proceedings ;  the  Minnesota 
Historical  Society,  founded  in  1849,  has  300  volumes,  and  has 
published  four  pamphlets  of  collections.  There  are  other  Histor- 
ical Societies  extant,  such  as  those  of  Yermont,  Korth  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Alabama,  Iowa,  whose  libraries  are  small,  and 
which  have  issued  no  publications.    It  thus  appears  from  the  most 
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recent  statistics  of  these  Societies,  that  there  are  only  seven  which 
exceed  ours  in  the  extent  of  their  libraries,  and  none  that  has 
equalled  ours  in  the  rapidity  of  its  growth — our  Society  having 
been  founded  Jan.  30, 1849,  and  having  2,115  volumes,  some  3000 
pamphlets,  eleven  paintings,  and  a  large  number  of  manuscripts, 
engravings,  antiquities  and  curiosities  in  its  library,  and  having 
published  one  volume  of  collections,  and  three  annual  addresses 
in  pamphlet  form. 

The  value  of  such  collections  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated. 
Clinton,  Gallatin,  Webster,  Bancroft,  Cass,  Everett,  Harrison,  and 
many  other  leading  minds  of  our  country,  have  warmly  com- 
mended and  encouraged  the  labors  of  Historical  Societies.  "  The 
advantages  resulting  from  the  study  of  history  and  the  collection 
of  historical  records,"  as  remarked  in  a  former  report  of  the  Kew 
York  Historical  Society,  and  which  is  equally  applicable  to  ours, 
"cannot  be  too  strongly  urged  on  the  attention  of  the  members  of 
this  society.  In  order  that  history  may  be  written  with  truth,  au- 
thentic materials  must  be  provided,  ^^o  generation  comprises 
within  its  own  knowledge  and  experience  all  that  is  necessary  to 
secure  the  integrity  of  its  annals.  It  must  rely  upon  records,  it 
must  examine  and  compare  opinions,  it  must  study  the  events  of 
the  past.  It  must  have  the  means  of  investigation  and  analysis 
at  hand.  Collections  like  this  by  which  we  are  surrounded,  and 
which  are  designed  to  preserve  the  memories  of  other  days,  will 
be  deemed  of  inestimable  value  by  generations  which  are  to  come 
■  after  us.  Such  works  are  a  blessing  to  mankind,  since  they  fur- 
nish men  with  a  true  standard  of  character,  excite  them  to  a  no- 
ble emulation,  keep  alive  the  stimulus  of  honorable  example  and 
prevent  that  lapse  of  national  reputation  which  would  be  una- 
voidable without  the  incitement  and  influence  of  great  names  and 
noble  deeds." 

In  drawing  their  report  to  a  close,  the  Executive  Committee 
would  advert  to  the  fact,  that  they  have  been  cheered  in  their  la- 
bors by  the  encouraging  words  of  those  who  rank  among  the  most 
eminent  in  our  country  in  the  walks  of  history — such  as  Bancroft, 
Prescott,  Hildreth,  Irving,  Sparks,  Parkman,  Adams,  Mrs.  Wil- 
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lard,  Miss  Caulking,  and  others.  I  hear  on  all  hands,"  observes 
Mr.  Bancroft,  "that  the  immediate  associates  of  your  Society  are 
singularly  zealous  and  diligent  in  gathering  together,  preserving, 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  in  publishing  the  memorials  of  other  days.*' 
"  Your  new  State,"  writes  Miss  Caulkins,  the  faithful  historian  of 
Norwich  and  JSTew  London,  Connecticut,  "  will,  I  trust,  be  more 
fortunate  than  older  ones  at  the  East.  You  will  have  records  that 
begin  with  the  beginning — full,  accurate,  and  carefully  preserved. 
We  hail  your  Society  with  peculiar  satisfaction  as  an  earnest  and 
pledge  that  the  records  of  the  early  history  of  your  State,  of  all 
kinds,  will  be  preserved  from  destruction.  You  have  not  com- 
menced your  labors  a  day  too  soon.  I  fear,  even  now,  that  in 
some  instances  the  Goths  and  Yandals  have  preceded  you,  and 
this  or  that  document — here  a  file  of  old  letters,  and  there  the 
loose  sheets  of  a  clerk,  or  the  note-books  of  a  moderator,  collec- 
tor, or  constable,  have  been  cast  into  the  flames,  or  scattered  by 
the  winds."  "When  again,"  writes  the  historian,  Mrs.  Willard, 
"  I  shall  add  to  the  record  of  passing  events  in  my  larger  Ameri- 
can history,  I  shall  be  benefitted,  especially  with  regard  to  the 
progress  of  Wisconsin,  by  the  papers  which  I  shall  be  happy  oc- 
casionally to  receive,  or  which,  possibly  I  may  have  opportunity  of 
examining  at  the  place  of  deposite ;  for  such  collections  as  you 
are  so  efficiently  making,  and  at  a  date  when  everything  respect- 
ing your  State  may  be  known,  will  make  Madison  a  point  of  at- 
traction to  those  who  wish  to  learn  the  true  history  of  your  aston- 
ishing progress.'' 

With  such  noble  aims,  and  high  encouragements,  may  the 
State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin  never  falter  in  its  chosen 
career  of  usefulness  and  prosperity. 

WM.  K.  SMITH,  "  D.  J.  POWERS, 

L.  J.  FARWELL,  E.  A.  CALKINS, 

J.  P.  AT  WOOD,  DAVID  AT  WOOD, 

LYMAN  C.  DRAPER,         SIMEON  MILLS, 
JOHN  W.  HUNT,  DANIEL  S.  DURRIE, 

O.  M.  CON  OVER,  WM.  A.  WHITE, 

S.  H.  CARPENTER,  JULIUS  T.  CLARK, 

JOHN  Y.  SMITH, 
Madison,  Jan.  1,  1856,  Executive  Committee. 
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APPENDIX  No.  I, 


TREASUEER'S  EEPOET. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society  re- 
spectfully presents  the  following  statement  of  receipts  into  the 
Treasury,  and  disbursements  therefrom,  during  the  year  ending 


January  Ist,  1856 : 

receipts. 

Jan,    2,  1855,   Balance  in  treasury,  as  per  last  report   $55  42 

March  7,     "      Annual  appropriation  from  the  State,   500  00 

April  7,     "      From  Secretary,  clues  from  active  members,   1  00 

**         "               do          donation  from  Hon.  J.  A.  Bryan,   5  00 

"               do                  do         Hon.  G.F.Wright,.... .   100 

Aug.  9,     "               do          dues  from  active  members,   7  00 

"         "               do           A.  Finch,  jr.,  life  membership,   20  00 

"         "               do           W.  Plocker,  donation,   100 

Sept.  11,     "                do           dues  from  active  members,   4  00 

"         "               do           donation  from  Gen.  C.  Bracken,....   2  00 

do                 do         Col.  J.  Maxwell,   1  00 

do                 do         Dr.  B.  S.  Henning,   100 

Oct   2,     "               do          dues  from  active  members,   2  00 

*«                         do           Hon.  John  Catlin,  life  membership,   20  00 

NoY.  6,     "               do          dues  from  active  members,   2  00 

Dec  22,     '*              do              do              do    13  00 

"         •*               do          Hon.  L.  J.  Farwell,  Ufa  membership;   20  00 

Jan.   1,   1856,           do           dues  from  active  members,   5  00 

"         "               do           Hon.  L.  B.  Vilas,  life  membership,   20  00 

«                         do           Hon.  D.  J.  Powers,,         do    20  00 

do          H.  C.  Bull,                    do    20  00 

'*         "               do          H.  K.  Lawrence,             do    20  00 

«         "               do           B.  F.  Hopkins,              do    20  00 


Total,   $760  42 

4 
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DJSBUKSEMBNT8. 

P«b.   6,  1855,   To  R.  White  &  Co.,  for  shelving  in  libraty,   $10  00 

do        do  Atwood  &  Rublee,  extra  papers  of  proceedinga. »  10  00 

do        do         D.  Gorum,  for  2  cords  wood,  and  sawing  same   8  00 

do        do  L.  0.  Draper,  postage,  lights  and  express  charges.  175 

do        do      For  large  map  of  Kentucky   4  00 

Aprils,     do      To  R.  M.  SuUj,  for  three  Indian  portraits   100  00 

do        do         Trustees  of  Baptist  Society  for  n>om  rent,   50  00 

do        do         C.  B.  Norton,  for  Lit.  Gazette,  1855   2  00 

do        do  For  books  purchased  at  sale  of  In  graham  library.  56  43 

do        do         S.  H.  Carpenter,  for  printing  circular   30  00 

do  'do         L.  C.  Draper,  for  postage  and  freight   6  35 

May  1,     do         Express  Company,  freight  on  Sully  pictures   5  75 

do        do          L.  0.  Draper,  freight  and  lights    1  25 

June  12,  do         0.  B.  Norton,  for  bill  of  books   .  50  64 

do  do         L.  C.  Draper,  for  shelving,  postage,  <fec.   14  57 

do  do         Mil.  <fe  Miss.  R.  R   4  70 

do  do         Am.  Express  Company,  for  freight   8  75 

Aug,  14,    do  S.  G,  Deeth,  for  bound  newspapers  and  books  . .  54  50 

do  do         Am.  Express  company,  for  freight   9  75 

do  do         L.  C.  Draper,  postage,  <fec.   8^7 

Sept.  11,  do         Trustees  Baptist  Society,  for  room  rent   60  00 

do  do         J.  B.  Daclus,  for  shelving  in  library   20  00 

do  do         L.  C.  Draper,  amount  of  two  freight  bills   6  88 

do  do               do         postage  and  items   10  76 

Oct    2,  do         Weed  &  Eberhard,  binding  newspapere   40  00 

do  do         Am.  Express  Company,  for  freight   4  75 

do  do         L.  C.  Draper,  freight,  &c.   3  00 

Nov,   6,  do               do         postage  and  items   6  47 

do  do         M.  <fe  M.  R.  R.,  freight.   3  00 

do  do          Am.  Express  Company,  freight   138 

Dec.  20,  do         L.  C.  Draper,  postage,  freight,  (fee  

do  do          Am.  Express  Company,  freight  _  26  50 

do  do         M.  <fe  M.  R.  R.,  freight   2  20 

Jan.  l,1856,do         L.  C.  Draper,  p 'stage  and  it^ms   6  80 

do  do         Am.  Express  Company,  freight   28  00 

do  do         Grim  tfe  Co.,  for  framing  engraving   5  00 

Total  disbursements  $GG8  12 

Balance  on  hand   92  30 

 J760  iS 


Vouchers  for  each  of  the  foregoing  disbursements  are  herewith  presented. 

Respectfully  submitted,  0.  M.  CON  OVER,  TrewurOTc 

Audited  and  found  correct. 

JOHN  W.  HUNT,  ) 

J.  ?,  ATWOOD,    >  Auditing  Committee 

D.  J.  POWERS.  ) 


A22ESmX  NO.  2. 


UST  OF  DOiTOKS  TO  THE  LIBBARY,  1 8d9-55,  mCLUSIYK 

Only  50  volumes  of  the  following  list  were  received  prior  to  the  re-organi- 
sation of  the  Society,  in  January,  1854: 


MAINE. 

Maine  Historical  Society  ,    6 

Eev.  J.  C.  S.  Abbott   6 

Cyrus  Eaton  ^   I 

-  II 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Kew  ffampshire  Historical  Society     7 

Rev.  Dr.  N.  Bouton   I 

Dartmouth  College   1 

Rev,  Dr.  L.  W.  Leonard   1 

-  m 

VERMONT. 

Rev.  Zadock  Thompson  ,   4 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Maasachusetts  Historical  Society   31 

American  Antiquarian  Society  j.-.*^-   13 

New  E  Dgland  Historic-  Genealogical  Society   9 

Harvard  College   6 

Essex  Institute  ,   4 

Hon.  Wm.  B.  Towne  ,   19 

Samuel  G.  Drake   15 

Hon.  Edward  Everett   10 

John  P.  Jewett   7 

George  R.  Sampson    6 

Wm.  H.  Prescott   5 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams   4 
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MASSACHUSETTS — coutmued* 

Rev.  John  S.  Barry   3 

Hon  Stephen  Salisbury   2 

Hon.  Josiah  Quincy   2 

Henry  Gassett   2 

John  Dean   2 

A.  H.  Ward   2 

Hon.  "Wm.  Whiting   2 

Dean  Dudley   2 

Eev.  Dr.  A.  Lamson   2 

Gen.  W.  H.  Sumner   2 

Francis  Parkman,  Col.  Sam'l  Sweet,  J.  S.  Loring,  Eev.  H.  R.  Hoisington, 
Charles  Stearns,  Rev.  Frederick  Kidder,  Hon.  S.  A.  Eliot,  0.  M.  Ellis,  E.  V. 
Childe,  G.  &  C.  Merriam,  S.  H.  Jen  nison,  Hon.  Mark  Doolittle,  John  Dagget, 
Rev.  John  Pierpont,  H.  S.  Chase,  Hon.  Joseph  Willard,  Rev.  E.  B.  Wilson, 

Dr.  Edward  Jarvis,  and  Dr.  W.  R.  Lawrence,  1  vol.  each. ,   19 

-  169 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society   7 

Rev.  E,  M.  Stone   6 

R.  A.  Guild   2 

Hon.  W.  B.  Lawrence   1 

Dr.  TTsher  Parsons  ^   1 

—  17 

CONNEOTIOTJT. 

Connecticut  Historical  Society   2 

Wm.  G.  Webster   4 

J.  H.  Trumbull   3 

Prof.  B.  Silliman,  Sr   3 

Rev.  Edwin  Hall   3 

Holi.  Henry  Barnard  -   2 

Hon.  Wm.  Cothren   2 

Miss  Frances  M.  Caulkins   2 

John  Durrie   2 

Hon.  N".  A.  Phelps   1 

Prof.  B.  Silliman,  Jr   1 

NEW  YORK. 

Hon.  E.  W.  Leavenworth,  State  Department   33 

Regents  of  the  University   23 

American  Institute   8 
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NEW  YOEK — continued, 

American  Ethnological  Society.   f 

Albany  Institute   1 

Transactions  Agricultural  Society   50 

Transactions  American  Institute   40 

Joel  Munsell   32 

Dr.  Chandler  R.  Oilman   26 

David  T.  Valentine   11 

JfifiiBe  Clement   7 

Prof.  Martyn  Paine   6 

John  H.  Hickcox   6 

David  Davidson   6 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish   5 

Mrs.  Emma  Willard   5 

A.  S.  Barnes  &  Go   5 

Dr.  F.B.  Hough   5 

John  Disturn  ell   5 

Hon.  Washington  Hunt  .*.'..  .'.".J'.   4 

Hon.  Henry  S.  Randall   4 

Hon.  Frederick  Follett                                                   1 .  -V.   4 

J.V.H.  Clark   4 

Gen.  B.  P.  Johnsod   3 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  R.  Williams    3 

Col.  John  S.  Williams   3 

Hon.  Royal  R.  Hinman     3 

■  Hon.  Wm.  W.  Campbell   3 

Wm.  Cullen  Bryant   2 

James  Lenox   2 

Hon.  Lucien  B.  Chase   2 

Herman  J.  Meyer   2 

John  G.  Shea   2 

Prof.  Horace  Webster     2 

Gen.  J.  Watts  De  Peyster  ......1      2 

Hon.  G.  W.  Clinton   2 

Prof.  Amos  Dean   2 

Wm.  A.  Jones   2 

Wanzer,  McKim  &  Co.,  J.  R.  Simms,  H.  E.  Ludewig.  G.  A.  Ward,  Hon.  S.  W. 

Eager,  Hon.  A.  W.  Bradford,  E.  A.  Beach,  Ivison  &  Phinney,  Rev.  S.  Wright, 

H.  Onderdonk,  jr.,  Dr.  A.  T.  Skilton,  and  Rev.  Dr.  T.  H.  Skinner,  1  vol.  each.  12 

-  338 

NEW  JEESET. 


In  ew  Jersey  Historical  Society 
S.  G.  Deeth  


11 
30 
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NEW  JEBSEY — conttmted. 


Henry  0.  Carey   .  _  g 

Rev.  Dr.  J.  F.  Stearns   j 

Rev.  Dr.  J.  Hall   i 

Hon.  Wm.  Wright   i 

-  46 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

PcnnBylvania  Historical  Society   1 

State  Department  ,. ,   ♦24 

Rev.  Albert  Barnes    16 

J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co   13 

E.  C.  &  J.  Biddle   7 

Dr.  Wm .  Darlin  gton   7 

J.  W.  Moore    5 

Neville  B.  Craig    4 

President  W.  H.  Allen,  Girard  College   ...  3 

Stephen  Taylor    2 


Samuel  Hazard,  John  F.Watson,  Dr.  J.  Thomas,  Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn,  Rev.  Dr.  Jos. 
Belcher,  Isaac  Lea,  Hon.  J.  Robbins,  jr.  and  J.  G.  0.  Kennedy,  1  vol.  each.. .  8 


-  90 

DELAWAKB. 

Benjamin  Ferris   4 

MARYLAND. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Bumap     9 

Hon.  James  A.  Pierce   2 

Hon.  Thos.  G.  Pratt   1 

—  12 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA, 

Smithsonian  Institution   7 

State  Department,  Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy   164 

Indian  Bureau   5 

Patent  Office,  Hon.  C.  Mason   4 

Topographical  Bureau,  Col.  J.  J.  Abert   3 

Coast  Survey,  Prof.  A.  D.  Bache   2 

Hon.  R.  McClelland,  Sec.  Interior   5 

Gen.  Thos.  Lawson,  Surgeon  General   4 

Geo.  Ogden  Deeth   II 

Samuel  Cole,  Ch'f  Clerk  Pension  OflSce  ,   7 

Wm.  a  Carroll,  Clerk  Sup.  Court   2 

has,  Lanman   -   2 
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VIBGIHIA. 

Bon.  James  M.Maeon..   4 

Robert  R  Howison   2 

Samuel  M.  Janney   ^ 

Dr.  Welk  De  Haas   1 

Joim  R.  Thompson   1 

BTOBTH  OABOUNA. 

Hon.  Dayid  L.  Svain.....   1 

)* 

SOUTH  CAEOUNA. 

Eot. Dr. Thomas  Smyth...   14 

Dr.  Joseph  Johnson   1 

Hon.  A.  P.  Butler   1 

—  16 

LOUISIANA. 

Hon.  Charles  Gayarre   3 

Hon.  J.D.  DeBow   2 

—  5 

MISSISSIPPI, 

Hon.  Albert  G.  Brown   2 

Hon.  Stephen  Adams   1 

—  3 

TENNESSEE. 

Dr.  James  G.  M.  Ramsey   1 

KENTUCKY. 

Oen.  Lewis  Collins....   1 

Hon.  Linn  Boyd  *  1 

—  9 

MISSOUKI. 

Hon. Thomas  H.  Benton   4 

Hon.  D.  R.  Atehison   3 

—  7 

OHIO. 

Ohio Higtorioal  and  Philosophical  Society   6 

Hon. Salmon  P.  Chase      -   9 

Henry  Beard   6 
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OHIO — contined. 

Son .  Elisha  Whittlesey   4 

Caleb  Atwater   2 

David  Anderson   2 

ffobn  r.  Foote,  John  C.  McDonald,  Dr.  S,  P.  Hildreth,  W.  H.  Safford,  Gen.  L. 

y.  Bierce,  W.  T.  Coggeshall  and    has.  Olcott,  1  vol.  each   7 

-  36 

INDIANA. 

Gov.  Joseph  A.  Wright   21 

Hon.  J ohu  Petit  .'. .  .1   6 

%on.  J.  G.  Davis   2 

-  29 

ILLINOIS. 

A.  H.  <fe  C.  Burley   30 

D.  B.  Cooke  <fe  Co...,  ,   20 

Hon.  James  Shields   5 

Charlca  R.  Starkweather   4 

Dr.  E.  0.  Shipman   2 

Hon.S.  A.  Douglas-.   2 

Hon.  J ohii  Reynolds   2 

H.  C.  Foster   2 

S.  C.  Griggs  &  Go   1 

Hon.  Norman  Eddy                                                           ..J...L...  1 

S.  De  Witt  Drown   1 

-  70 

IOWA. 

Hon.  Augustus  C.  Dodge   8 

Hon.  Bernhart  Henn   2 

-  10 

MICHIGAN. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass   2 

NEBRASKA. 

William  Walker   1 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

N.  Trubner,  publisher,  London   14 

DENMARK. 

Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries   1 
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WISCONSIN. 

From  the  State   71 

Hod.  N.  p.  Tallmadge   160 

Hon.  Ben.  C.  Eastmau   45 

Hon.  Henry  Dodge   35 

Lyman  0.  Draper   31 

Hon.  I.  P.  Walker   21 

Silas  Chapman   18 

Cyrus  Woodman   18 

W.  K  Seymour   15 

Darwin  Clark   15  ^ 

W.W.Wyman  :   15 

Hon.  James  D.  Doty   14 

Daniel  S.  Durrie   14 

Dr.  H.D.Holt   11 

Hon.  Levi  Russseli   10 

Col.  John  Shaw   9 

Dr.  John  W.  Hunt   8 

Hon.  Charles  Durkee   § 

Hon.  John  B.  Macy    7 

Chancy  G.  Britt   7 

Dr.  Joseph  Gray   7 

Hon.  Charles  Clement   6 

Dr.  Wm.  Henry  Brisbane   6 

Daniel  Noble  Johnson   6 

Eliaa  A.  Calkins   5 

L  A.  Laphara   5 

Daniel  S.  Curtis   4 

David  Holt   4 

Mark  Miller   4 

State  Agricultural  Society   3 

Hon.  James  H.  Lockwood   3 

Beriah  Brown   3 

Col.  Alex.  Botkin   3 

Stephen  Gr.  Benedict   3 

Hob.  Daniel  Wells,  Jr   3 

Hon.  G.  R.  McLane   2 

Prof.  F.  Hudson   2 

Col.  James  Morrison   2 

Hon.  Thomas  McHugh   2 

Hon.  Squire  S.  Case   2 

Weed  <k  Eberhard   2 

W.H.Watson   2 

Dr.  A.  L.  Castlemau   2 

5 
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WISCONSIN — continued. 

Rev.  M.  D.  Miller   2 

Julius  T.  Clcoak   2 

D.  C.  Brown,  Hon.  C.  A.  Stevens,  J.  R.  Baltzel],  Hon.  D.  J.  Po-wers,  G.  0.  Tifiany, 
Hon.  I.  E.  Goodall,  Rev.  Spencer  Carr,  Gen.  A.  G.  Ellis,  Gen.  Wm.  R.  Smith, 
P.  Toland,  C.  Beeson,  Royal  Buck,  John  Delaney,  A.  F.  Clarke,  Prof.  J.  G. 
Percival,  Jas.  T.  Smith,  N.  Campbell,  Prest.  Roswell  Park,  Hon.  L.  J.  Farwell, 
Joshua  Hathaway,  Col.  D.  Atwood,  Col.  D.  M.  Parkison,  Hon.  J.  Sutherland, 

D,  C.  Bush,  and  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin.  1  vol.  each   25 

—  642 

Purchased   323 

2115 

Eecapitulation. 

Wisconsin   642 

New  York  338 

Purchased  ..323 

District  of  Columbia  216 

Massachusetts   169 

Pennsylvania  :   90 

Illinois  ,   70 

New  Jersey   46 

Ohio   36 

Indiana   29 

Connecticut   25 

Rhode  Island   It 

South  Carolina   16 

Great  Britain   14 

Maine   13 

Maryland   12 

New  Hampshire   10 

"V  irginia      10 

Iowa   10 

Missouri   7 

Louisiana   5 

Vermont   4 

Delaware   4 

Mississippi   3 

Michigan   2 

North  Carolina   1 

Tennessee   1 

Nebraska   1 

Denmark   1 

Total  2115 

•  vl 
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PAMPHLETS  AND  DOCUMENTS  EEC'D  DURING  1854:-§. 


Prom  Hon.  Charles Durkee, of  Wis.  ...„.  .,>,....  ,   1,180 

do  Joel  Munsell,  Albany  ,.,,Y^r.T^t ^to-rrr;Tr-f^4!fifrnK«^TriO 25® 

do  Rev.  E.  M.  Stone,  of  R.  I  ..^    185 

do  Dr.  Edward  Jarvis,  of  Mass     175 

do  Essex  Institute         '*       ...'iU.-Pili...'i'J.   109 

do  Dr.  F.  B.  Hough,  Albany  rUi^ui4.^  -   105 

do  Samuel  G.  Drake,  Boston...   85 

do  Hon.  Levi  Russell,  of  Wis    rr-rt   '^^ 

do  Lyman  0.  Draper,     "   *   .j.   75 

do  Cyrus  Woodman,      "   .i..  ijjli^Jj.L'TiAbAl   75 

do  Wm .  H.  Watson,       "                                 i  u .  -I  I . . ,   75 

do  Harvard  College,  Mass   6® 

do  Dr.  J.  W.Hunt,  of  Wis.....   5® 

do  J.  S.  Loring,  Boston   45 

do  J.  H.  Hickcox,  Albany  -   4S 

do  LA.  Lapham,  of  W  is  ,   *   30 

do  Silas  Chapman,    "   30 

do  S.  G.  Deeth  &  Son,  New  Jersey  ..'^   30 

do  Martin  Miichell,  of  Wis  Jl'.'V.'.    20 

do  Rev.  Spencer  Carr,     **    '.   15 

do  Hon.  W.  B.  Towne,  of  Mass   12 

do  Hon.  G.- S.  Boutwell,    "   10 


From  Hon.  H.  Dodge,  Hon.  L.  J.  Farwell,  Atwood  &  Rublee,  E.  A.  Calkins, 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  American  Poilosophical  Society,  SmithsoniaE 
Institution,  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries,  Rhode  Island,  Pennsyl-  ■ 
vania,  Maryland,  and  Minnesota  Historical  Societies,  and  other  sources,  at  least  265 

Total  i:L<Jiifj:^/JLi{t>'J/llftil  ^ooo 

Maps  and  charts  have  been  received  from  Lieut.  Maury,  Hon.  C.  Durkee,  Hon.  Jag. 
Shields,  J.  Disturnell,  1.  A.  Lapham,  S.  A.  Mitchell,  Dr.  J.  W.  Hunt,  Mrs.  Emma  Wil- 
lard,  Dr.  H.  Newhall,  Rev.  A.  Kent,  Gen.  Charles  Bracken,  S.  Chapman,  and  others. 


LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  EECEIYED  AND  PEESERYED. 

QUARTERLIES. 

New  York  Quarterly  Review,  (not  now  received,) 
Bibliotheca  Sacra,  do  do 

IST.  E.  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register: 
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MONTHLIES. 

Mining  Magazine. 
"Western  Literary  Messenger. 
Cincinnati  Genius  of  the  West. 
"Wisconsin  Farmer. 

Telegraph  Magazine,  (not  now  received.) 

Phrenological  Journal. 

"Wis.  Educational  Journal. 

Beloit  College  Monthly. 

Carroll  College  Student. 

Wisconsin  Home. 

DAILIES. 

Milwaukee  Sentinel. 
Janesville  Free  Press. 
Madison  Argus  and  Democrat. 

do  Journal. 

do  Patriot. 

WEEKLIES. 

Milwaukee  Wisconsin. 
Kenosha  Telegraph. 

do  Democrat. 
Baraboo  Republic. 
Geneva  Express. 
Whitewater  Gazette. 
Waukesha  Plain  Dealer. 

do  Democrat. 
Beloit  Journal. 
Janesville  Standard. 

do       Free  Press. 

do  Gazette. 
Sheboygan  Journal. 

do      Evergreen  City  Times. 

do  Nieuwsbode. 
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WEEKLIES — continued, 

Manitowoc  Tribune. 

do       Herald.  ■ 

do  Democrat. 
Fond  du  Lac  Union. 

do  Herald. 
Madison  Weekly  Argus. 

do  Journal. 

do  Patriot. 
La  Crosse  Kepublican. 

do      National  Democrat. 
Monroe  Sentinel. 
Platteville  American. 
Prescott  Transcript. 
Portage  City  Badger  State. 
Watertown  Democrat. 
Beaver  Dam  Eepublican. 
Horicon  Argus. 
Oshkosh  Courier. 
Menasba  Advocate. 
Appleton  Crescent. 
Green  Bay  Advocate. 
Mineral  Point  Tribune. 
Columbus  Republican  Journal. 
Ozaukee  Advertiser.  ^ 
Kewport  Wisconsin  Mirror. 
Richland  County  Observer. 
La  Fayette  County  Herald. 
Mineral  Point  Democrat,  file  kept  at  the  office. 


Stevens  Point  Pinery,  do 

West  Bend  Organ,  do 

Hudson  l^Torth  Star,  do 

Lancaster  Herald,  do 

Oshkosh  Democrat,  do 

Madison  Staats  Zeitung,  do 


dm 

WEEKLIES — eontmued* 

Chicago  Democratic  Press. 

do  Christian  Times. 
Kentucky  Commonwealth. 
Athens,  Tennessee,  Post. 
Philadelphia  New  Church  Ilerald. 
New  York  Criterion — literary. 

do      Publishers'  Circular. 

do      "Weekly  Mirror. 

do      Weekly  Tribune,  preserved  by  secretary, 
do       Home  Mission  Record,(monthly)  do 
Philadelphia  Christian  Chronicle.  do 
Total,  78  periodicals — of  which  59  are  Wisconsin  publications. 
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APPENDIX  No.  3. 


LIBRARIAN'S  KEPORT  ON  THE  PICTURE  GALLERY. 

As  the  statistical  details  relative  to  the  increase  of  the  library 
proper  during  the  past  year,  are  more  appropriately  embodied  in 
the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  librarian  begs  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  on  the  rise  and  progress  uf  the  Pictuee 
Gallery,  together  with  some  remarks  on  the  merits  of  the  several 
pictures,  and  their  respective  artists  : 

The  design  of  the  Historical  Society  is  to  preserve  all  memen- 
toes of  the  past  that  yet  remain  to  us,  buried  though  they  may  be 
underneath  the  dust  and  rubbish  of  ages ;  records  of  the  Aboriginal 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  as  well  those  which  have  forever  pass- 
ed away,  leaving  behind  them  only  apocryphal  mounds,  to  puzzle 
the  learned  antiquary,  as  those  who  yet  mingle  among  us.  But 
we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  great  fact,  that  the  present  will  soon 
be  past,  and  the  incidents  that  we  hardly  notice  to-day,  will  ere 
long  form  a  portion  of  our  history ;  and  the  knowledge  that  we 
now  scarcely  think  worth  retaining  will  one  day  be  earnestly  and 
laboriously  sought  after  by  the  curious  antiquarian. 

History,  proper,  is  a  record  of  deeds,  but  a  valuable  aid,  and  a 
choice  relic  of  the  past,  are  true  and  reliable  portraits  of  those  whose 
acts  formed  the  history  of  their  day.  Deeds  will  live  m  tradition 
or  in  the  more  lasting  forms  of  books  and  writings,  but  the  form 
and  features  are  doomed  to  a  more  ephemeral  existence.  Conse- 
quently, a  great  part  of  the  labor  of  an  Historical  Society,  in  the 
realm  of  the  present,  is  to  secure  reliable  portraits  of  those  who 
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figure  prominently  in  our  State ;  and  as  some  may  imagine,  that 
the  Society  have  exceeded  the  limits  of  a  proper  discretion  in 
laying  so  much  stress  upon  this  subject,  we  will  give  a  brief  out- 
line of  the  plan  proposed  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Society. 

I.  To  secure  the  portraits  of  all  the  Governors  of  Wisconsin. 
Fortunately  all  are  yet  living,  and  after  the  lapse  of  centuries, 
when  all  those  noble  forms  shall  have  mingled  with  their  kindred 
dust,  with  what  feelings  of  pride  will  the  inhabitants  of  our  State 
point  to  this  list  of  portraits,  sketched  by  master  hands,  of  those 
whom  their  ancestors  delighted  to  honor  ! 

II.  To  secure  the  portraits  of  the  Judges  of  our  Supreme 
Court. 

III.  To  secure  portraits  of  noted  Indian  Chiefs  and  early  set- 
tlers. In  this  department  we  are  peculiarly  fortunate,  as  from  the 
master  pencil  of  Sully,  we  have  those  of  Black  Hawk,  his  Son, 
and  the  Peophet,  which  we  will  notice  more  at  length  hereafter; 
and  of  our  Wisconsin  pioneers,  we  have  made  a  noble  commence- 
ment. 

lY.  To  secure  the  portraits  of  our  Senators  and  Kepresentatives 
in  Congress.    All  are  yet  living,  except  Mr.  Eastman. 

Y.  To  obtain  portraits  of  some  of  the  illustrious  historic  men  of 
our  common  country. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  plan  is  extensive,  too  extensive  to  be 
properly  carried  out,  with  the  limited  means  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Society ;  and  were  it  not  for  a  private  liberality  and  hearty 
co-operation  of  lovers  of  art,  and  of  artists,  it  could  hardly  be 
attempted. 

Of  the  Governors  of  the  State,  .but  one  portrait,  that  of  Gover- 
nor Baestow,  is  yet  in  the  Gallery,  and  this  is  a  striking  and  ef- 
fective likeness,  painted  by  S.  M.  Beookes.  Gen.  Lewis  Cass, 
who  was  Governor  while  Wisconsin  formed  a  part  of  Michigan 
Territor}^,  Governors  Dodge,  Tallmadge,  Dewey  and  Faewell 
have  promised  theirs,  which  will  shortly  adorn  our  walls. 
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Of  the  Supreme  Court  Judges  only  that  of  Hon.  A.  D.  Smith 
is  as  yet  received.  This  portrait,  executed  by  S.  M.  Brookes,  of 
Milwaukee,  is  a  strikingly  accurate  one,  and  is  remarkably  correct 
in  preserving  the  expression — an  excellence  which  we  can  almost 
call  a  peculiarity  of  the  celebrated  artist. 

The  preservation  of  the  likenesses  of  early  Indian  Chiefs  is  too 
often  overlooked,  and  we  suffer  the  consequences.  Still  we  are 
fortunate  in  having  striking  portraits  of  Black  Hawk,  and  the 
leaders  of  his  band,  who  were  at  one  time  the  terror  of  the  whites 
of  the  North  West.  The  original  portrait  of  Black  Hawk,  of 
which  this  is  an  improved  copy,  was  painted  by  Sully  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  Old  Point  Comfort,  Virginia,  while  Black  Hawk  was  a 
U.  S.  prisoner,  and  strikingly  depicts  the  sad  and  mournful  ex- 
pression of  a  captive  chief,  struggling  to  subdue  his  feelings,  and 
repress  the  sad  emotion  of  a  vanquished  chieftain.  There  is  a 
dignity  in  his  look,  an  expression  half  concealed  by  the  cloud  of 
sadness  that  shades  his  brow,  that  marks  him  as  a  man  of  charac- 
ter and  of  true  greatness.  He  is  clad  in  the  English  dress,  and 
one  in  gazing  upon  his  portrait  might  well  imagine  him  a  Roman, 
looking  mournfully  upon  his  degenerate  country.  There  is  less 
of  the  features  and  expression  which  we  are  wont  to  associate 
with  the  Indian  name  and  character,  than  we  usually  find.  Of 
the  truth  of  the  likeness  we  have  many  living  witnesses  now 
among  n^,  all  of  whom  agree  as  to  its  exact  and  striking  correct- 
ness. 

Black  Hawk's  son,  ISTa-she-a-kusk,  never  bore  a  conspicuous  part 
in  the  early  history  of  our  State,  and  is  chiefly  interesting  from 
his  association  with  the  more  noted  chief,  his  father,  whose  for- 
tunes he  followed  during  the  war  of  1832,  and  whose  captivity  he 
shared.  The  portrait  was  painted  under  the  same  circumstances  as 
the  former;  only  this  is  an  original, never  copied, as  is  also  that  of  the 
Prophet,  who  accompanied  Black  Hawk,  taken  at  the  same  time. 
The  Pbophet's  is  a  striking  portrait.  The  very  muscles  of  the  face 
seem  to  relax  and  tighten  with  all  the  malicious  passions,  of  which 
6 
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man  in  his  most  degraded  state  is  capable.  The  dark  depths  of  a 
fiendish  soul,  with  all  its  heUish  thoughts  of  torture  and  revenge 
seem  inscribed  in  every  feature  of  that  forbidding  countenance. 
The  drapery  of  the  figure  is  bad,  but  the  head  is  perfect.  The 
low  forehead,  the  matted  hair,  the  deep-set  eyes,  the  heavy  jaws, 
and  the  sensuous  mouth,  all  betray  the  most  accomplished  villain ; 
and  such  his  character  is  well  known  to  have  been.^" 

From  this  dark  picture  we  turn  to  the  light,  graceful,  and  beau- 
tiful portrait  of  Pocahontas,  the  well  known  Indian  Princess  of 
Virginia,  whose  history  and  early  death  are  familiar  to  every  one. 
Soon  after,  her  marriage  with  Rolfe  she  sailed  for  England,  where 
her  beauty  and  queenly  behavior  attracted  universal  attention.  A 
portrait  of  her  was  there  painted,  which  subsequently  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  family  of  his  brother  in  England.  In  process  of 
time  this  old  portrait  was  brought  to  Virginia;  and,  in  a  state  al- 
most crumbling  to  ruins,  it  Tvas  copied  by  Sully,  and  from  this  was 
made  the  copy  in  our  possession,  although  the  artist  in  bad  taste, 
as  we  think,  embellished  it  with  a  wreath  of  flowers  in  her  hair, 
and  substituted  the  simple  drapery  of  an  Indian  maiden,  in  place 
of  the  antique  dress  of  the  time  of  James  I.  The  embellishment 
gives  to  the  picture  an  air  of  ideality,  and  we  are  apt  to  consider 
the  portrait  as  a  fancy  sketch,  while  it  is,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  testimonials,  a  genuine  and  truthful  portrait  of  this 
celebrated  princess : 

Statement  of  Kichaed  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  April  1st,  1842 : 

"  Pocahontas  and  Mr.  Rolfe,  her  husband,  arrived  at  Plymouth 
on  the  12th  June,  1616.    Their  portraits  were  taken  whilst  in 

•  The  following  notice  of  the  Prophet  was  written  in  1832,  by  the  late  Maj.  Thomas  Foesyth,  who 
had  preTiously  for  many  years  been  an  Indian  trader,  and  until  183(y,the  Indian  agent  of  the  Sauka  and 
Foxes  ;  and  gives  us  a  more  favorable  view  of  his  character:  Yet  truth  extorts  the  remark,  that  he  has 
had  the  reputation  of  being  chiefly  instrumental  in  leading  his  deluded  followers,  against  the  wishes  of 
Black  Hawk,  into  the  unfortunate  outbreak  of  1832.  Maj.  Fob3yth's  testimony  is  taken  from  that 
exeellent  and  charming  work,  Mrs.  Kinzies  Wau-Bun,  or  tht '  Early  Day  ^  in  the  North-West :  "  Many 
A  good  meal  has  the  Prophet  given  to  people  travelling  past  his  village,  and  very  many  stray  horses  has 
he  recovered  from  the  Indians,  and  restored  to  their  rightful  owners,  without  asking  any  recompenSg 
whatever."  L.  C.  D 
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England,  where  their  son  Thomas  was  born.    Poctahontas  died  at 
Gravesend  in  the  earlj  part  of  the  year  1617  ;  her  husband  return" 
,      ed  to  Virginia,  leaving  his  son  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Heney  EoLFEi'^ 
his  brother. 

"  Thomas  Rolfe  returned  to  Virginia,  and  there  married,  and 
died,  leaving  an  only  child,  Jane,  who  married  Col.  Eobekt  Bol- 
LiNG,  and  died,  leaving  an  only  child,  John  Bolling,  whose  daugh- 
ter Jane,  married  Richard  Randolph,  of  Curies,  in  the  county  of 
Henrico,  Virginia.  Their  son  Ryland,  who  owned  and  resided  on 
the  patrimonial  estate,  after  receiving  his  education  in  England, 
was  informed  that  the  portraits  of  Pocahontas  and  Eol¥e,  were  in 
possession  of  a  gentleman  in  England, whose  name  is  now  forgotten. 

\  "  He  wrote  to  his  friend  in  England,  to  endeavor  to  purchase 

them  for  him  ;  when  the  gentleman  was  applied  to,  and  informed 
that  Mr.  Randolph  was  a  descendant  of  Pocahontas  and  Rolfe, 
he  presented  the  portraits  to  Mr.  Randolph,  whose  friend  sent 
them  to  Virginia,  where  they  arrived  safely,  and  were  hung  up  in 
Mr.  Randolph's  mansion,  at  Turkey  Island, 

"  Mr.  Randolph  died  in  1784.  Soon  after  his  death,  his  estate 
was  publicly  sold,  and  these  portraits  were  purchased  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Rolling,  of  Cobbs,  in  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  at 
twenty  shillings  each,  that  being  the  appraised  value ;  owing  to 
the  following  agreement :  Mr.  Thomas  Bolling,  and  four  other 
descendants  of  Pocahontas,  were  each  anxious  to  purchase  the 
pictures,  and  a  proposition  was  made  to  decide  by  lot  which  of  the 
five  should  have  them,  and  Mr.  Rolling,  being  the  nearest,  was 
permitted  to  purchase  them  without  opposition. 

"This  statement  was  made  to  me  by  my  father,  David  Meade 
Randolph,  who  was  the  executor  of  Ryland  Randolph,  and  sold 
the  pictures.  The  inventory  and  account  of  sales  may  be  seen  in 
the  office  of  the  county  court  of  Henrico." 

Statement  of  D.  M.  Randolph,  of  Yorktown,  September,  1830, 
addressed  to  R.  M.  Sully  : 
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"  About  the  year  1788-9, 1  resided  at  Presque  Isle,  one  mile 
from  Bermuda  Hundred.  Occasionally  iaterchanging  visits  of 
hospitality  with  the  masters  of  vessels  while  in  that  part,  it  was 
my  good  fortune  to  become  inthnate  with  a  Captain  Joseph  Wat- 
son, of  tlie  brig  Jane,  of  Washington.  This  Captain  Watson 
brought  Mr.  Randolph  a  parcel  of  books.  These  books  were 
accompanied  with  a  long  letter  from  Jonati  Wheeler,  of  the  re- 
spectable commercial  house  of  Gerard,  Preston,  Winder  and 
Wheeler,  then  existing  in  Liverpool.  The  books  were  presented 
by  Mr.  Wheeler,  from  his  hav^ing  understood  my  character  as  a 
farmer,  and  my  name  as  a  descendant  of  Pocahontas. 

"  Mr.  Wheeler  stated  that  he  had  '  heard  his  mother  relate  the 
circumstances  of  a  Mr.  Randolph  or  Bolling,  having  in  their  day 
been  over  to  England  and  going  down  into  Warwickshire,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  London,  in  pursuit  of  the  portraits 
of  Mr.  Rolfe  and  Pocahontas;'  the  gentleman,  he  said,  offered  a 
large  price  for  the  pictures,  but  the  family  who  had  them,  them- 
selves not  descendants  from  Pocahontas,  but  from  Rolfe,  disdain- 
ing a  premium,  generously  gave  the  same  to  Ryland  Randolph, 
who  satisfied  them  of  his  better  pretension  to  so  valuable  a  posses- 
sion. I  retain  a  perfect  recollection  of  their  being  brought  over  from 
England  by  my  uncle,  their  appearance  at  Turkey  Island,  and 
lastly  their  sale,  by  myself,  acting  as  clerk  to  my  father,  the  ad- 
ministrator, in  the  month  of  March,  1784:.  Our  estimable  fellow- 
citizen.  La  Fayette,  was  he  now  among  us,  would,  I  believe, 
identify  the  pictures  and  confirm  their  history,  from  the  fact  of  his 
intimacy  with  Rylan^  Randolph,  whose  house  served  for  his 
head- quarters  a  considerable  time  in  the  memorable  campaign  of 
1781." 

Statement  of  Mrs.  Anne  Robinson,  of  Virginia  : 

"  From  my  earliest  recollection  I  have  been  accustomeji  to  see 
the  picture  copied  by  Mr.^SuLLY,  in  the  house  of  my  grandfather, 
Mr.  T.  Polling,  of  Cobbs  ;  it  was  always  shown  as  the  portrait  of 
Pocahontas.    Mr.  T.  Polling  was  the  representative  of  Powhat- 
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TAN ;  mj  grandmother,  Mrs.  Betty  Bolling,  equally  distinct  from 
Pocahontas  ;  neither  entertained  a  doubt  that  the  picture  in  ques- 
tion was  a  portrait  of  Pocahontas.  Mj  father,  also  a  descendant 
of  Pocahontas,  was  well  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  pic- 
ture." 

Statement  of  Dr.  Thomas  Robinson,  Petersburg,  Ya.,  August 
20th,  18i3  : 

"  The  Indian  picture  copied  by  Mr.  Sully,  the  original  of  which 
is  now  in  my  possession,  was  shown  to  me  at  Cobbs,  some  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  years  ago,  by  Mr.  Polling,  as  the  portrait  of 
Pocahontas;  Mrs.  B.,  then  proprietor  of  the  portrait,  was  herself 
a  descendant  of  Pocahontas,  and  widow  of  the  representative  of 
Powhattan.  a  slight  inspection  of  the  costume,  satisfied  me  that 
this  was  the  only  portrait  of  a  female,  painted  in  the  reign  of 
James  I.,  among  the  family  pictures. 

"  With  very  great  pleasure  I  bear  testimony  to  the  rigid  fideli- 
ty, with  which  Mr.  Sully  has  copied  this  very  interesting  portrait, 
notwithstanding  the  temptation  to  certain  alterations  in  conformi- 
ty with  the  romantic  spirit  of  the  history  of  the  individual  whom 
it  represents,  by  which  the  effect  might  have  been  increased,  with- 
out impairing  the  likeness.  From  every  thing  of  this  kind  Mr. 
Sully  has,  with  great  propriety,  abstained,  while  the  likeness, 
costume  and  attitude  have  been  presented  with  great  exactness. 

"  The  original  is  crumbling  so  rapidly  that  it  may  be  considered 
as  having  already  passed  out  of  existence." 

Statement  of  W.  F.  Simpson,  of  Ya  ,  Aug.  13,  1830: 

"Dear  Sully  : — You  requested  me  a  few  days  ago  to  call  and 
see  the  portrait  of  Pocahontas  you  have  lately  been  busy  upon, 
from  the  one  which  you  borrowed  from  the  descendants  at  Cobbs. 
I  did  so  last  evening  while  you  were  from  home,  and  feel  much 
pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  style  in  which  you  have  exe- 
cuted your  trust,  a  task  so  difficult  from  the  mutilated  state  of  the 
original  picture,  that  I  really  thought  it  almost  impossible  for  you 
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to  succeed  as  completely  as  you  have  done.  It  is  faithful  to  a 
^letter,  perhaps  more  so  than  is  politic^  since  had  you  made  some 
little  alteration  in  her  ladyship's  position,  and  dressed  her  rather 
more  in  accordance  with  the  taste  of  this  after  age,  I  have  no 
doubt  the  picture  would  tell  better  with  the  majority  of  those  who 
may  hereafter  see  it.  I  of  course  think  you  quite  right  in  sticking 
as  rigidly  to  the  'better  of  the  law'  as  you  have  done." 

Additional  statements  could  be  adduced,  but  we  think  these 
will  be  deemed  amply  suflScient  upon  which  to  rest  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  original  picture,  as  well  as  the  first  copy  taken  by 
Sully.  He  employed  great  labor  in  attaching  the  mutilated  and 
decaying  parts  together,  so  as  to  bring  the  whole  within  his  pow- 
er, and  at  length  happily  succeeded.  "When  Sihlly  proposed  to 
execute  a  new  copy  of  Pocahontas  for  our  Society,  and  another 
for  the  Virginia  Historical  Society,  his  own  deep  reverence  and 
admiration  for  the  memory,  virtues  and  portrait  of  the  lovely 
Forest  Princess,  led  him  while  anxiously  desiring  to  preserve  a 
faithful  copy  of  her  features,  to  wish  to  change  the  full  facial  front, 
to  the  three  quarter  view,  and  substituting  for  the  absurd  costume 
of  the  time  of  James  the  First,  the  more  appropriate  Indian  dress 
of  that  period.  Sully  thought  that  in  this  ancient  English  costume, 
all  Indian  association  was  destroyed,  and  that  the  proposed  change 
would  give  her  a  much  more  truthful  and  characteristic  represen- 
tation. The  Virginia  Historical  Society  expressed  a  wish  that 
Sully  would  so  paint  it — thus  Indiantzing  the  original  portrait ; 
and  our  Society  left  the  matter  entirely  to  the  artist's  taste  and 
judgment,  as  the  copy  he  designed  for  us  was  to  come  as  a  gift. 

As  Sully  learned  from  the  early  Virginia  historian  Beverly, 
that  it  was  customary  for  the  Indian  maidens  on  their  gala  days, 
to  weave  wreaths  of  the  fairest  wild  flowers  of  the  forest,  into 
their  hair — and  that  Pocahontas  took  part  in  these  past- times,  he 
conceived  the  idea  of  heightening  the  effect  of  the  picture  by 
introducing  such  a  wreath  encircling  her  brow,  and  particularly 
as  he  had  unquestionable  historical  authority  for  it,  and  himself 


47 


lived  in  the  valley  of  James  Eiver,  in  the  native  region  of  the 
Princess,  and  could  there  select  from  the  forest  the  loveliest  flow- 
ers for  the  purpose.  Such  were  Sully's  views,  sanctioned  and 
,  approved  by  the  Virginia  Historical  Society,  and  acquiesced  in  by 
our  own;  and  though  we  may  not  all  of  us  fully  co  incide  with, 
them,  yet  they  deserve  great  respect,  and  serve  to  show  that  the 
artist  did  not  make  the  change  without  some  show  of  reason  for  it. 
He  accordingly  made  a  selection  of  forest  flowers,  and  the  painting 
will  ever  testify  with  what  taste  he  executed  that  delicate  task. 

'ine  Society  may  well  feel  proud  of  possessing  such  correct 
likenesses  of  Black  Hawk  and  his  companions — of  Bla.ok  Hawk's 
SON  and  the  Pkophet  none  others  are  known  to  exist ;  and  we  be- 
lieve there  are  but  two  other  portraits  of  Pocahontas,  in  the 
country,  that  can  lay  the  least  claim  to  genuineness,  and  both  v/ere 
copied  by  Sully.  Bat  with  the  feeling  of  pride  in  the  possession 
of  these  treasurers,  comes  an  emotion  of  sadness  as  we  remember 
the  melancholy  fate  of  the  talented  artist  whose  gift,  in  part,  they 
were. 

By  T^os.  Sully,  we  have  a  fine  copy  of  Gilbert  Stuart's  cele- 
brated portrait  of  Washington.  It  stands  out  nobly  from  the  can- 
vass, and  impresses  every  beholder  with  a  feeling  of  awe  and  ad- 
miration. By  Edwards,  formerly  of  Cincinnati,  now  of  Louisville, 
we  have  two  fine  portraits — one  an  original  of  Dr.  Wm.  Btrd 
Powell,  the  other  a  copy  of  Jarvis'  portrait  of  Gen.  Geo.  Rogers 
Clark,  the  Washington  of  the  West,  Clark  did  for  the  great  Ohio 
Valley  what  Washington  did  for  the  Atlantic  States;  his  life  and  ex- 
ploits we  hope  soon  to  see  rescued  from  oblivion  by  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  of  our  Society,  who  possesses  all  his  old  papers 
and  other  aniple  materials  for  such  a  work.  Dr.  Powell,  of 
Kentucky,  as  his  noble  head  would  indicate,  is  a  man  of  origi- 
nality of  mind,  and  has  written  much  and  well  upon  medical  and 
'  scientific  subjects. 

From  the  pencil  of  Robt.  M.  Sully,  in  addition  to  the  four  be- 
-Jqye  mentioned,  we  have  an  excellent  portrait  of  Chief  Just^tce 
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Marshall,  so  eminent  as  a  soldier,  statesman,  jurist  and  historian 
While  this  was  his  last,  it  is  by  far  the  best  of  the  Sully  portraits, 
in  its  artistic  finish — and  he  himself  so  considered  it. 

The  portrait  of  De  Witt  Clinton  which  we  possess,  is  one  which 
adorned  the  Governor'.s  own  library,  which  fact  is  a  sufficient 
guarantee  of  its  correctness.  By  whom  it  was  painted  is  a  matter 
of  some  doubt,  though  the  weight  of  evidence  points  to  Catlin  as 
the  artist;  if  so,  this  must  have  been  during  his  earliest  efforts. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  painted  while  Clinton  was  Mayor  of  New 
York,  and  this  is  rendered  almost  certain  by  the  dress  which  ap- 
parently belongs  to  the  costume  of  that  period.  None  of  the 
Clinton  family  can  give  any  positive  testimony  concerning  its 
origin;  but  we  know  it  is  an  original,  as  we  obtained  it  from  an 
aged  retired  bookseller  of  Albany,  who  purchased  it  at  the  sale 
of  Gov.  Clinton's  library,  immediately  after  his  death  in  1828. 

Of  our  Congressmen,  although  many  are  promised,  as  yet  only 
that  of  Ex  Senator  I.  P.  Walker  is  received.  It  is  a  good  portrait, 
and  was  painted  at  Milwaukee  by  Wm.  J.  Head,  of  St.  Louis,  in 
1852,  and  presented  to  the  Society  by  G.  P.  Delaplaine. 

Our  list  of  portraits  of  old  pioneers  is  quite  full,  and  bespeaks 
well  for  the  future.    The  following  are  by  S.  M.  Brookes,  of  Mil- 
waukee :  Byron  Kilbourn  and  Alanson  Sweet,  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Milwaukee  ;  1.  A.  Lapham,  an  early  settler,  well  known 
by  his  writings,  illustrating  the  natural  history  and  antiquities  of 
our  state  ;  Wm.  R.  Smith,  the  President  of  our  Society,  and  his- 
toriographer of  the  State,  author  of  the  Documentary  History  of 
the  State,  two  volumes  of  which  are  published ;  Col.  Ebenezee 
Childs,  of  La  Crosse,  one  of  the  first  American  settlers  of  Green 
Bay;  Ebenkzer  Brigham,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  lead  region, 
who  was  engaged  in  the  Indian  difficulties  from  1828  to  1832; 
Simeon  Mills,  who  was  one  of  the  three  first  settlers  of  Madison; 
Solomon  Juneau,  an  early  American  trader  at  Milwaukee,  before 
there  were  any  settlements  in  the  State,  except  at  Green  Bay  and 
Prairie  du  Chien,  and  who  was  chosen  the  first  Mayor  of  Mil" 
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waukee  :  and  Henry  S.  Bated,  of  Green  Bay,  one  of  the  lirst 
American  settlers  there,  and  the  first  practising  lawyer  in  Wis- 
consin. 

Besides  these,  we  have  a  fine  Yiew  on  the  Hudson^  from  the 
pencil  of  Jasper  F.  Crops ey,  the  well  known  landscape  artist  of 
New  York.  The  view  is  looking  down  the  Hudson,  with  the 
Highlands  in  the  distance  ;  and  the  effect  is  tliat  of  the  sun  about 
an  hour  or  two  high  of  a  warni,  hazy,  summer  afternoon.  It  is  a 
picturesque  scene  well  worthy  of  the  artist  in  both  the  study  and 
execution.    This  is  the  twenty-second  picture  in  the  catalogue. 

This  feature  of  the  Society — the  Pictuke  Gallery,  is  alone  welj 
worth  the  attention  of  the  public.  For  although  the  library,  as 
another  department,  may  be  ever  of  more  lasting  interest,  the 
Gallery  of  portraits  cannot  fail  to  attract  a  large  share  of  atten- 
tion from  those  who  have  little  time  for  more  lengthy  examina- 
tions of  books  and  references,  and  bespeaks  well  for  the  liberality 
and  public  spirit  of  our  citizens,  and  promises  well  for  the  future 
prospects  of  the  Society  when  its  aims  shall  be  more  generally 
*  understood,  and  public  attention  more  particularly  attracted  to  it 
by  its  merits  and  success. 

The  Society  may  well  pride  itself  upon  the  possession  of  such 
a  list  of  portraits  alreadj^  famished,  and  we  hope  it  may  have  the 
effect  to  incite  more  of  the  old  pioneers  to  furnish  theirs.  If  the 
forty-seven  persons  who  have  so  generously  promised  the  Society 
their  portraits,  are  not  forgetful  of  their  pledges,  the  Picture  Gal- 
lery must  speedily  become  the  pride  and  admiration  of  Wisconsin. 

We  shall  close  this  report,  by  a  brief  reference  to  the  several 
artists  by  whose  skill  and  genius  our  Gallery  enterprise  has  re- 
ceived so  much  encouragement  and  fostering  care. 

The  first  to  tender  our  Society  a  production  of  his  pencil,  was 
the  veteran  Thomas  Sully,  who  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  Eng- 
land, Jane,  1783,  and,  at  the  age  of  nine,  came  with  his  parents, 
who  were  comedians,  to  the  United  States.  At  the  age  of  twelve, 
he  was  placed  in  the  office  of  an  insurance-broker  in  Charleston, 
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but  bis  artistic  inclination  rendered  his  services  of  little  avail  to 
his  em|;)l()yer,  who  advised  his  father  to  make  an  artist  of  him. 
Tin's  advice  was  ft)11o\ved,  and  joung  Sullj  studied  for  some  time 
with  his  bn^ther  in-law  in  CharleJ^ton,  and  siibsequentiy  with  his 
brother,  a  miniature  painter,  at  Richmond,  Va.  Having  made 
creditable  p ingress  »in  oil  painting,  ab'^ut  I8li3  hecommenced  the 
world  for  mmself  For  the  ensuing  six  years  he  was  engaged  in 
his  profession  succes^iv^elj  at  Norfolk,  Richmond,  New  York  and 
Boston,  and  met  with  mucli  success  as  a  portrait  painter.  In  1809 
he  settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  has  ever  since  made  his 
home;  and  the  same  year  he  visited  Efigland,  and  during  a  so- 
journ of  nine  m^iuhs  tl'ere,  he  made  the  acquaintance  and  en- 
joyed the  fiiend.^hip  of  West.  During  a  second  visit  to  England 
in  1837-'3S,  he  painted  a  full-length  portrait  of  Queen  Yiotoria, 
whicii  is  said  to  be  the  most  faithful  likeness  of  her  that  has  yet 
been  taken.  He  has  painted  full  lengths  ot  La  Fayette  and  Com- 
modore Decatuk,  and  a  large  picture  of  Washington  crossing  the 
Delaware.  lie  still  lives,  with  rigor  unabated,  the  N^estor  of 
American  art. 

Clemknt  R.  Edwards  was  born  in  Woodston,  New  Jersey,  in 
1820,  and  ten  jeais  afterwards  his  parents  removed  to  Cincinnati, 
where,  in  1837,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  house  and  sign  painter, 
and  so  remained  two  yeaife,  when  he  yielded  to  his  strong  inclina- 
tion to  poi  trait  painting,  and  opened  a  studio.  He  left  Cincinnati 
in  1843,  following  his  profession  in  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania 
^  and  Maryland  ;  and  in  1847,  joined  the  army,  and  served  in  the 
Voltigeur  "R  giment  in  the  memorable  battles  of  Contreras, 
Cherubusco,  Molino  del  Rey  and  Chapultepec,  and  the  capture  of 
the  city  of  Mexico.  At  the  termination  of  the  war,  he  returned 
to  Cincinnati  and  resumed  the  piactice  of  his  profession,  and  last 
year  removed  to  Louisville.  His  two  portraits  of  Gen.  Georgb 
Rogers  Clark  and  Dr.  Wm.  Byrd  Powull,  which  he  so  kindly 
presented  our  Society,  deservedly  fill  a  conspicuous  place  in  the 
Gallery. 
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It  is  not  necessary  to  speak  of  K.  M.  §trLLY  in  this  contiecftrhiD, - 
as  Mr.  Draper's  remarks  upon  the  occasion  of  anna?mcing  his 
death  to  the  Society,  are  as  full  as  could  be  desired.    His  fine 
pictures  will  remain  to  tell  their  own  story  of  the  worth  and  genius 
of  the  lamented  artist. 

Samuel  M.  Brookes,  who  for  several  months  has  been  sf>  busj 
with  his  pencil  and  pallet  in  the  production  of  faithful  pictures 
for  our  Gallery,  is  a  native  of  England ;  but  when  a  child  his  pa- 
rents migrated  to  America,  and  in  1833  we  find  them  at  Chicngo^ 
and  subsequently  in  the  region  near  Waukegan.  Possessing  act 
early  aptness  for  dra^ving,  young  Brookes  took  lessonsin  oil  paint- 
ing of  an  artist  who  tarried  a  while  at  Chicago,  and  soon  after 
opened  a  studio  of  his  own.  He  met  with  encouraging  success, 
considering  the  newness  of  the  country,  the  poverty  ol  the  people, 
and  thelittle  taste  for  art  then  prevalent  in  the  North  West.  Deter- 
mined on  visiting  London  and  the  Continent,  he  started  with  only  a 
few  dollars  in  his  pocket,  spent  nearly  two  years  abroad,  and  return- 
ed with  more  money  than  when  he  left,  besides  several  hundred 
dollars'  worth  of  pictures,  the  most  of  which  were  copies  he  had 
made  in  London.  Since  his  return,  he  has  followed  his  profession 
first  in  Chicago,  but  for  several  years  past  in  Milwaukee,  and  bids  * 
fair  with  his  ejenius  and  love  for  the  art,  to  add  largely  to  his  own 
reputation,  and  do  a  noble  work  for  our  Picture  Gallery. 

Of  the  artist  Catlin,  we  need  only  say,  that  since  he  visited  the 
Mandans  and  other  distant  tribes  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and 
made  a  noble  collection  of  portraits  of  the  Red  Men,  which  be 
has  exhibited  in  this  country  and  Europe,  he  has  written  a  work  on 
the  Indians,  and  is  now  understood  to  be  in  the  Amazon  Yalley, 
in  South  America,  wher^  he  is  doubtless  engaged  in  njaking 
sketches  of  that  wonderful  countiy.  We  know  but  little  of  Wm, 
J.  Head,  save  that  he  is  regarded  at  St.  Louis  as  an  artist  of  much 
skill  and  promise.  Jasper  F.  Cropsey  has  long  ranked  among 
the  most  eminent  landscape  painters  of  our  country.  We  should 
esteem  it  no  small  honor  to  have  in  our  collection  one  of  the  pro- 
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ductions  from  his  line  pencil — and  it  should  be  regarded  as  doubly 
honorable,  as  it  comes  to  us  as  a  free  ofiering  of  his  appreciation 
of  the  worth,  enterprise  and  success  of  our  beloved  Wisconsik 
Historical  Society. 

S.  H.  CARPENTER, 

Librarian. 

Madison,  April  10,  1856. 
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EULOGIES  OK  WRIGHT,  McLA^TE  AKD  SULLY. 

EON.  HIRAM  A.  AVKIGHT. 

Executive  Committee,  June  5,  1855,  Hon.  John  Y.  Smith 
in  the  chair,  Hon.  J.  P.  Atwood  arose  and  annonuced  the  death^ 
of  Hon.  Hiram  A.  Weight,  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  : — I  arise  to  announce  an  eyent  as  solemn  as  f 
such  an  announcement  is  unusual,  in  this  hall.    For  the  first  time 
since  the  organization  of  this  society,  the  members  of  the  Execu-; . 
tiye  Committee  have  occasion  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  their; 
number. ,  A  bolt  has  descended^  ,frp|qfi-^,prl,e^i^sk^,,afid the^^^^  ( 
are  shrouded  in  gloom.    A  ch air- is,  vacaj^]t,ja]:ip[, ,}Y^th [heavy  hea 
we  sit  amid  the  sable  insignia  of  death. 

Thp  Hon,  Hiram  A.  Weight,  late .  Superin|:endent  of.  Public  , 
Instruction  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  one  of^the  Curators  oi^' 
this  Society,  died  at  Prairie  du  ptiiejij,.  on  the  Ihv'eiit^' seventh  nlt.^^ 

This  event  was  as  unexpected     the  intellige^Dce  which  is  now 
flying  from  town  to  town,  and  from  hamlet  to  hamlet,  is  startling 
and  mournful.    The  shadow  of  his  form  lingers  about  the  capitol, 
and  the  instruments  of  his  office — the  opened  b^o^^j?— -thp  Jinfinishp^^^ 
manuscript,  lay  upon  the  table  where  he- placed  them.  Almost 
imperceptibly  we  expect  on  the  walk8;and  in  .public  places,  that, 
pleasant,  yot  digniiied  and  courtly  salutation,  and  can  hardly  be^^ 
lieve  that  we  are  to  receive  that  greeting  no 'more.  .^^ 

,The  deceased  left  us,  but  a  tew  days  since,  in  feeble  health,  oc*d 
casioned,  as  was  then  supposed,  by  constant  and  arduous  labors 
during  the  past  winter,  for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  a  short  season r 
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of  relaxation  and  repose,  among  the  recuperating  influences  of 
bis  home,  and  with  the  intent  of  soon  resuming  the  official  duties, 
in  the  discharge  of  which  he  had  been-  actively  engaged  up  to 
the  hour  ot  his  departure.  But  ere  we  were  apprised  that  his  ill- 
ness denoted  impending  danger,  and  before  he  was  scarcely 
missed,  the  wire  vibrates,  and  we  are  told  that  he  is  dead. 

Mr.  Weight  left  the  place  where  he  was  reared  and  educated, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  near  where  lived  and  died  his  illus- 
trious namesake  and  relative,  when  quite  young,  to  seek  his  for- 
tune in  the  adventurous  and  rising  west.  He  came  to  this  State 
wlien  its  beauties  and  resources  were  comparatively  unknown,  and 
before  it  had  emerged  from  its  territorial  infancy.  He  early  learned 
the  habits,  customs  and  peculiarities  of  the  people,  who  were  then 
laying  the  foundations  of  a  State  on  the  frontier  of  civilization  ; 
and  that  people  early  conferred  upon  him  the  honors  and  distinc- 
tions, which  though  sometimes  tardy,  sure^J^  come  to  crown  the 
just  and  meritorious.  He  won  their  confidence — they  trusted 
him — ^and  the  highest  eulogium  that  need  be  passed  upon  hie 
name  is,  that  he  never  betrayed  that  trust. 

In  the  various  positions  of  responsibility  and  prominence  which 
he  occupied,  at  the  Bar,  on  the  Bench,  in  the  Assembly  hall,  in 
the  Senate  chamber,  at  the  head  of  an  important  department  of 
the  executive  government  of  the  State,  during  the  mutations  of 
party  and  the  ebullitions  of  public  opinion,  he  maintained  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him,  and  did  what  he  esteemed  to  be  hie 
duty  and  his  riglit,  unswerved  by  considerations  of  a  temporary 
policy.  He  was  eminently  consistent  in  all  the  relations  of  life, 
of  unquestionable  integrity,  prudent,  considerate,  decisive,  ener- 
getic in  action  and  untiring  in  the  prosecution  of  his  purpose.  A 
firm,  inflexible  partizan,  he  was  not  a  demagogue.  Though  al- 
ways, from  his  youth,  in  public  life,  he  never  forgot  his  responsi- 
bilities as  a  man.  Exalted  to  a  seat  with  the  first  men  in  the 
State,  he  preserved  a  modest  and  unpretending  demeanor.  These 
qualities,  not  always  found  in  public  men,  were  discovered  and 


appreciated.  They  made  his  name  a  familiar  word  in  every 
hamlet  and  cottage.  Tlie  impress  of  his  character  is  on  the  pub- 
lic heart,  and  there  is  his  cenotaph^  and  there  it  will  remain  more 
eloquent  and  enduring  than  the  chiseled  column. 

Judge  Weight  was  still  young.  Thirty  summers  had  not  yet 
strewed  flowers  in  his  pathway — thirty  winters  had  not  yet  come 
to  chill  the  life  blood  in  his  heart.  He  had  but  just  entered  upon 
the  broad  lield  of  manly  aspirations  and  exertiims,  and  was  pre- 
pared by  age  and  experience,  for  a  Lie  of  enviable  distinctioii  and 
usefulnes;^.  Competency,  honor,  station,  a  cultivated  head,  a  no- 
ble heart — the  enjoyment  of  domestic  felicity,  all  seemed  com- 
bined to  make  his  future  fair  and  auspicious  ;  but  he  fell,  "  with 
all  his  blushing  honors  thick  upon  him,"  ere  the  early  days  of 
manhood  had  lost  one  ray  of  brightness. 

The  reflections  suggested  by  this  dispensation  of  Providence, 
are  a  sad  and  truthful  commentary  upon  the  uncertainties  of  life 
— on  the  frailty  of  all  earthly  hopes  and  enjoyments. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  refrain  from  remarking,  that  it  was 
my  fortune  to  be  associated  with  him,  a  short  time,  in  the  private 
walks  of  life,  and  that  it  was  there,  amid  the  kindly  in5.uence8 
which  hallow  and  bless  the  domestic  altar,  that  I  learned  to  luve 
the  man.  Of  the  ten  persons,  including  children,  comprising  the 
families  of  Judge  Wright,  then  a  member  of  the  Senate — Hon. 
Chas.  D.  Robinson,  then  Secretary  ol  State,  Doct.  Ladd,  then  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Instruction,  and  myself,  who  sat  around  the 
*  same  board,  during  the  winter  of  1852,  but  three  remain.  The 
wisest,  the  purest,  the  loveliest  have  left  us,  and  lent  the  light  of 
their  character  and  their  smiles  to  illumine  another  sphere. 

Our  grief  is  assiiaged  by  the  reflection,  that  the  last  moments  of 
our  friend  were  spent  where  he  most  loved  to  live — in  the  bosom 
of  his  family — in  the  quiet  seclusion  of  his  home.  The  amiable 
and  accomplished  lady,  whose  life  destinies  were  linked  with  his 
by  ties  which  now  bind  her  to  the  spirit  world — smoothed  with  her 
own  gentle  hand  the  pillow  of  the  dying  man,  and  closed  his  eyes 


that  sleep  which  knows  no  earthly  waking.  I  would  not  in- 
trude, with  words  of  condolence,  upon  the  sacred  reverie  of  that 
widow — ^weeping  with  her  orphaned  child,  at  the  fountain  where  the 
silver  cord  has  been  loosed,  and  the  golden  bowl  been  broken.  Her 
sorrow  is  too  holy  for  the  minstration  of  human  consolation.  All 
that  we  could  say  is  but  the  suggestion  of  every  mind.  She  will 
seek  and  obtain  from  another  soorce  that  purer  illumination,  of. 
which  human  reason  is  but  the  reflection. 

We  mourn  not  as  for  one  who  leaves  no  bright  mark  behind 
him.  We  will  cherish  his  memory,  and  feel  that  we  shall  grow 
better  by  a  contrast  of  our  lives  with  his  own. 

His  race  has  terminated  ;  his  mission  on  earth  is  ended ;  his  cup 
of  fortune  has  over-run.  On  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
his  ashes  repose,  but  his  spirit — free  as  the  wind  that  swept  around 
his  river  home,  and  now  sings  a  midnight  requiem  o'er  his  urn- 
still  lives  and  moves  among  us.  Truly  the  form  may  moulder  to 
its  native  dust — but  for  the  memory  of  the  just  and  good  there  is 
no  grave. 

Mr.  President,  I  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  chair 
to  report  to  this  meeting  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Historical  Society  upon  the 
death  of  Hon.  Hiram  A.  Wright. 

It  was  moved  by  S.  H.  Carpenter,  and  seconded  by  L.  C.  Dra- 
per, that  Judge  Atwood  bo  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  ad- 
dress to  be  filed  aniong  the  papers  of  the  Society.  Carried. 

Messrs.  E.  A.  Calkins,  J.  P.  Atwood  and  J.  T.  Clark,  were- 
appointed  the  committee  on  resolutions,  who,  through  their  chair- 
man, reported  the  following : 

Resolved^  That  we  have  heard  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  re- 
gret, of  the  recent  death  of  the  Hon.  Hikam  A.  Wright,  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  of  Wisconsin,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Historical  Society. 
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Besolved^  That,  in  the  death  of  Judge  Weight,  the  community 
has  lost  an  honored  and  useful  member,  his  friends  an  ornament 
to  their  circle,  his  family  a  devoted  husband  and  father,  the  State 
a  faithful  and.  efficient  officer,  and  this  Society  a  worthy  coad- 
jutor. 

Resolved^  That,  in  respect  for  the  memory  of  Judge  Weight, 
this  meeting  do  adjourn  for  one  week,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  pro- 
ceedings, properly  attested,  be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the 
lamented  deceased. 

In  presenting  these  resolutions,  Mr.  Calkins  said : 

Mr.  President: — The  duty  which  I  have  discharged  in  offering 
for  consideration  these  resolutions,  is  rather  to  me  a  sad  and  sacred 
pleasure.  It  is  a  tribute  due  to  the  memory  of  my  lamented 
friend,  a  respectable  member  of  my  own  profession,  a  man  whom 
I  loved  and  honored.  I  can  add  little  to  the  generous  and  eloquent 
fervor  of  the  eulogy  alrea.dj  rendered  to  the  deceased — it  express- 
es the  emotions  of  us  all  at  the  melancholy  event  which  it  com- 
memorates. 

The  death  of  Judge  Wright  was  unexpected,  though  in  no  form 
does  death  appear,  and  not  strike  a  thrill  to  the  hearts  of  the  liv- 
ing. It  reminds  us  how  frail  we  are,  how  feeble  and  fleeting  is 
the  hold  we  have  upon  life,  how  closely  the  pathway  which  we 
travel  lies  to  the  borders  of  the  tomb.  But  death  came  to  him 
whose  respected  memory  we  here  honor,  as  it  comes  to  few.  It 
came  to  him  when  the  spring  was  opening  upon  the  pomps  and 
glories  of  summer,  like  the  cloud  that  veils  a  morning  sun,  or  the 
blight  that  settles  on  a  bursting  flower.  He  was  in  the  earliest 
prime  of  a  successfal  life,  in  the  possession  of  a  comfortable  com- 
petence, enjoying  the  ends  of  a  manly  ambition,  popular  favor, 
and  the  esteem  of  troops  of  friends.  I  hardly  know  of  one  whose 
death  could  sunder  more  or  dearer  ties,  one  \vho  could  leave  so 
much  behind  him,  and  a  path  lighted  by  a  fairer  radiance. 

A  more  modest,  unassuming  man ;  a  finer  and  a  truer  gentle- 
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man,  in  the  essential  qualities  that  made  him  such ;  a  better  and 
a  nobler  friend,  I  never  knew.    But  he  is  dead.    So  true  it  is, 

"  The  good  die  first; 

While  those  whose  hearts  are  dry  as  summer  dust, 
Burn  to  the  socket." 

But  death  comes  to  us  all.  It  is  the  catastrophe  which  makes 
life  a  tragedy,  shrouding  its  close  in  gloom  and  bedewing  it  with 
tears.  Yet  it  niakes  the  meanest  of  us  sacred  ;  it  instals  tlie  hum- 
blest in  human  respect  ;  it  lends  to  vice  even  a  shield  that  pro- 
tects it  from  insult,  while  it  doubly  canonizes  social  and  public 
virtue. 

I  can  but  add  the  invocation,  green  be  the  grave  of  the  lament- 
ed dead,  as  his  memory  will-  be  in  the  hearts  of  those  that  loved 
him. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted.* 

HON.  GEOKGE  R.  m'lANE. 

In  Executive  Committee,  Sept.  4th,  1855,  S.  H.  Oarpentee, 
Esq.,  in  the  chair.  Dr.  John  W.  Hunt  arose  and  announced  the 
death  of  Hon.  Gkorgk  E.  McLane,  of  Delafield,  Waukesha 
county,  as  follows : 

Mr.  President: — Again  we  have  to  record  and  deplore  the  de- 
cease of  another  of  our  most  valuable  and  estimable  associates. 
Since  our  last  meeting,  the  hand  of  death  has  been  laid  upon  our 
Yice  President  McLane,  who  closed  his  earthly  career  at  his  resi- 
dence, Readland,  in  Waukesha  county,  at  noon  on  Thursday,  the 
16th  day  of  August  last. 

  4 

*  Judge  Wright  was  a  native  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  and  settled  at  Prairie  du  Chien  in  1846, 
and  took  part  in  the  publication  of  the  Prairie  du  Chien  Patriot,  the  pioneer  paper  of  that  place,  and 
continued  that  connection  till  its  discontinuance  in  1852.  In  1850,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  State 
Senate,  and  served  two  years,  and  then,  in  1852,  was  chosen  to  a  seat  in  the  Assembly.  He  held  at  differ- 
ent times  the  position  of  County  Judge,  and  several  minor  offices  of  Crawford  County,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  was  elected  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  "It  was  our  fortune,"  said  the  Kenosha 
Tribune  and  Telegraph,  "  to  be  quite  well  acquainted  with  him,  and  we  say  in  the  spirit  of  severe  truth 
rather  than  that  of  customary  eulogy,  that  few  men  exhibited  more  virtues  and  fewer  faults  than  he  did." 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  lacked  a  little  of  thirty  years  of  age.  i..  0.  D. 
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George  Read  MoLane  was  a  native  of  Delaware,  born  at  Wil- 
mifigton,  on  the  20th  of  December,  1819.  He  was  descended 
through  both  parents  from  some  of  the  earliest  and  most  honora- 
ble ^tock  in  that  State.  His  paternal  grandlather,  Colonel  Allen 
McLane,  was  a  most  gallant  and  . distinguished  officer  of  the  Rev- 
olution— a  most  intrepid  leader  of  a  legion  of  cavalry,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Washington  ;  and  his  maternal  great 
grand  father,  Geokge  Read,  was  one  of  the  illustrious  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  His  father,  the  late  Dr.  Allen 
McLane,  was  an  eminent  physician  and  distinguished  gentleman 
in  Wilmington. 

At  an  early  age,  George  became  a  pupil  at  Newark  Academy, 
in  that  State,  to  which  resorted,  for  a  period  of  nearly  seventy 
years,  many  of  the  youth  of  the  peninsula,  composed  of  Delaware 
and  the  Eastern  shore  counties  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  In 
due  time  he  was  admitted  to  the  Freshman  class  in  Delaware  Col- 
lege, in  the  village  of  Newark,  and  continued  a  student  of  that 
institution  until  the  second  term  of  the  Sophomore  year.  The 
profession  of  Civil  Engineering  was  at  that  time  attracting  to  its 
ranks  many  young  men  of  the  older  States,  and  young  McLane 
entered  it  at  about  the  age  of  IT,  under  the  instruction  of  Isaao 
Trimble,  a  distinguished  engineer,  then  in  charge  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Susquehanna  Railroad.  Remaining  in  the  service 
nearly  two  years,  he  became  satisfied  that  his  right  place  was  in 
the  profession  of  which  his  father  had  so  long  been  an  ornament 
in  his  native  State. 

Under  the  instruction  of  his  accomplished  parent,  he  went 
through  the  regular  course  of  study,  and  after  graduating  with 
credit  in  the  Medical  department  of  Pennsylvania  University, 
availed  himself  of  the  advantages  afforded  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  reputation  which  he  afterwards  acquired  as  a 
practitioner  in  his  native  place.  Several  years  were  spent  by  him 
in  the  active  pursuit  of  his  profession,  in  partnership  with  his 
father,  until  the  decease  of  the  latter,  and  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice  rewarded  his  industry  and  merit. 
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Like  all  men  accomplished  in  their  calling,  Dr.  MoLane  loved 
his  own  ;  but  be  found  the  duties  of  bis  honorable  but  arduous 
profession  too  severe  for  his  delicate  constitution  ;  and  with  a  view 
of  finding  a  more  healthful  field  of  labor,  he  first  visited  Wiscon- 
sin, in  the  autumn  of  1847,  and  removed  to  this  State  in  the  fall 
of  1848.    He  went  immediately  into  the  occupation  of  his  beau- 
tiful farm  of  Headland,  on  Pine  Lake,  Waukesha  county,  where 
he  resided  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  where  he  died.  Few 
could  receive  so  much  inspiration  from  the  calm  moral  beauties'J^ 
of  nature  ;  and  in  this  lovely  spot,  amidst  its  quiet  duties,  hig 
gentle,  refined  and  cultivated  character  made  his  home  a  paradise 
to  himself  and  family.    But  he  was  too  young,  and  gifted  with 
talents  of  too  high  an  order,,  to  remain  wholly  content  in  rural 
privacy.    The  quiet  duties  of  his  farm  and  his  household  were 
insuflBcient  to  satisfy  his  mind  and  to  develop  his  capacities  ,  and^ 
loving  them  none  the  less,  his  generous  ambition  craved  farther^) 
and  larger  duties  in  life.    And  when,  in  the  fall  of  '52,  his  friendfikf 
prassed  upon  him  the  position  of  State  Senator  from  his  district, 
he  accepted  the  trust,  and  was  elected  to  that  honorable  and  re- ^ 
sponsible  office.    He  remained  in  the  Senate  for  two  years,  disTj^^ 
charging  every  duty  industriously,  intelligently  and  faithfully.  ..^ 

The  office  was  not  one  to  give  full  scope  to  his  peculiar  powers  5r 
but  he  always  brought  to  its  discharge  more  than  ordinary  ability. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  honor  station,  rather  than  are  honored  . 
by  it;  but  in  this  position  his  admirable  talents,  attainments  andj) 
character  became  more  extensively  known  and  more  justly  appre- 
ciated.   It  falls  to  the  lot  of  but  few  men  in  public  life  to  win  for 
themselves  such  universal  and  cordial  respect  and  affection  as  Dr.^j 
McLane  did  in  the  Senate. 

Eetiring  from  that  position  in  1854,  an  appointment  was  ten^^ 
dered  to  him,  far  more  congenial  to  his  tastes  and  acquirement^^ 
The  State  had  been,  as  it  still  is,  without  any  provision  for  the 
insane.    The  Legislature  having  taken  preliminary  measures  for 
the  establishment  of  an  Insane  Asylum,  the  Governor  appointe<|it 
Dr.  McLane  to  the  position  of  Superintendent.    A  happier  selefifq 
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tion  could  not  have  been  made.  The  high  general  cultivation,  the 
eminent  medical  attainments,  and  great  benevolence  of  our  la- 
mented associate,  peculiarly  fitted  him  for  the  place. 

The  friends  of  Geo.  E.  MoLane  will  long  remember  with  admi- 
ration the  generous  ardor  with  which  he  devoted  his  whole  mind 
to  his  new  duties,  and  the  comprehensive  and  intelligent  benigni- 
ty of  character  vnth  which  he  mastered  the  charitable  science 
which  modern  skill  has  brought  to  the  cure  of  that  most  pitiable 
and  helpless  class  of  human  unfortunates,  the  insane.  It  was  to 
his  fine  nature  a  labor  of  noble-hearted  love.  It^was  amongst  his 
duties  to  perfect  a  plan  for  the  institution.  In  the  highest  heat  of 
summer  he  j^roceeded  to  the  eastern  States,  visited  the  best  insti- 
tutions of  the  kind,  and  consulted  the  most  eminent  men  skilled  in 
the  cure  of  the  insane.  By  them  he  was  cordially  recognized  and 
appreciated  as  a  brother  in  human  science.  He  brought  back,  as 
the  result  of  his  investigations,  a  plan  differing  in  some  respects 
from  any  yet  in  use,  and  believed  by  many  eminent  physicians,  of 
large  experience  in  such  institutions,  to  be  the  best  ever  devised 
for  the  purpose.  In  all  the  controversy  which  followed,  no  fault 
was  ever  found  with  the  admirable  adaptation  of  the  plan  to  the 
object,  and  no  imputation  was  ever  cast  upon  the  benevolent  abil- 
ity which  matured  it. 

The  succeeding  Legislature  abandoned  the  undertaking.  But 
it  is  earnestly  believed  that  Dr.  McLane's  labors  have  not  been 
in  vain  ;  and  that  in  due  time  hereafter  an  institution  will  arise, 
upon  tVe  model  he  devised,  which  will  be  an  honor  to  the  State 
and  a  monument  to  him. 

This  was  Dr.  McLane's  last  active  employment.  His  strength 
was  not  equal  to  his  duties  and  trials.  He  suffered  severely  du- 
ring the  summer  journey,  and  never  after  wholly  recovered  his 
health.  Upon  the  termination  of  his  duties,  he  returned  home  an 
invalid,  and  his  disease  soon  assumed  an  alarming  character.  He 

>  himself,  from  the  beginning,  foresaw  its  fatal  termination,  and 

•  never  suffered  himself  to  hope  for  recovery. 


He  set  himself  to  put  his  house  in  order,  and  to  provide  for  his 
beloved  family  after  he  should  be  gone.  For  over  four  months  he 
endured  a  painful  and  distressing  disease  with  singular  patience 
and  resignation.  Always  foreseeing  his  own  speedy  death,  he 
calmly  awaited  it  in  the  noble  gentleness  of  his  disposition,  cheered 
by  the  intense  affection  of  his  home,  sustained  by  the  conscious- 
ness of  a  just  life,  and  consoled  by  the  undying  hope  of  a  Chris- 
tian.   And  so  he  died. 

Dr.  McLane  was  a  gentleman  of  rare  talents,  of  refined  taste, 
and  extefisive  acquirements.  In  his  profession  he  was  learned 
and  able.  He*vvas  a  good  scholar  in  several  languages,  and  an 
accomplished  one  in  his  own.  The  real  literature  of  our  language, 
too  rarely  studied  in  our  day,  was  familiar  to  his  cultivated  mind. 
He  was  no  mean  scholar  in  the  common  law,  and  had  acquired 
much  and  varied  scientific  knowledge.  But  high  as  were  his 
taleiits  and  his  acquirements,  it  was  by  his  singularly  noble  dis- 
pos'tinn  he  was  most  distinguished.  Peculiarly  unpretending  and 
inobtrusive,  to  be  truly  known,  he  must  have  been  intimately 
known.  His  fine  nature  was  too  sensitive  for  the  trials,  and  too 
high  for  the  appreciation  of  common  ftfe.  In  him  happily  blend- 
ed the  strength  of  his  own  sex  and  the  gentleness  of  the  other. 
He  united  the  unflinching  firmness  of  upright  manhood  to  the 
■nnseltish  devotion,  the  fervent  afi*ection,  the  fine  sensibility  of 
"woman's  nature.  Brave,  upright,  loyal,  generous,  gentle  to  all^ 
be  lavished  on  those  he  loved  a  devoted  enthusiasm  of  afi*ection, 
rarely  to  be  met  with  in  nian,  and  in  return  he  was  beloved  in 
life,  and  is  mourned  in  death  as  such  a  man  only  can  be  loved  and 
mourned. 

In  our  Society,  Mr.  President,  Geobge  R.  McLajste  was  active 
whenever  opportunity  was  presented,  and  he  felt  a  deep  interest 
in  its  success.  Our  kindest  memories  are  due  to  his  worth  as  a 
public  man,  and  his  many  noble  qualities  as  exhibited  in  the  com- 
mon relations  of  life. 

He  has  left  his  place  of  honor  and  usefulness  among  us  in  the 
prime  of  early  manhood.    He  lived  the  life  and  died  the  death  of 
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an  unsullied,  noble  Christian  gentlei^an.-  All  our  memories  of 
him  are  gentle  and  reverential ;  gentle  and  full  of  hope  is  the 
sorrow,  acute  as  it  is,  of  those  whom  no  time  can  console,  no  for- 
tune can  compensate  for  his  loss. . 

Messrs.  Dbaper,  Durrie  and  Conover  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  resolutions,  who,  through  their  chairman,  reported  the 
following : 

"  Resolved^  That  in  the  death  of  Hon.  Geo.  K.  McLane,  we 
have  to  lament  the  loss  of  an  intelligent  and  sympathising  coad- 
jutor, and  the  State  one  of  her  most  worthy  and  publrc  spirited 
citizens,  who,  by  his  talents,  usefulness  and  gentlemanly  deport- 
ment, endeared  himself  to  all  with  whom  he  associated. 

"  Resolved^  That  in  respect  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  McLane,  this 
meeting  adjourn  for  one  week,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  proceed- 
ings be  transmitted  to  his  family,  v/iih  the  expression  of  our  sin- 
cere condolence." 

After  appropriate  remarks  by  Messrs.  Draper,  Durrie  and 
Carpenter,  as  to  the  worth  and  talents  of  Dr.  McLane,  and  the 
great  loss  the  Society  has  sustained  in  his  death,  the  resolutions 
were  adopted. 

It  was  voted  that  Dr.  Hunt  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his 
address  to  be  filed  in  the  archives  of  the  Society. 

ROBERT  M.  SULLY. 

In  Executive  Committee,  Dec.  18th,  1855,  E.  A.  Calkins,  Esq. 
in  the  chair,  Lyman  C.  Draper  arose,  and  announced  the  death 
of  KoBERT  M.  Sully,  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  : — Once  and  again  have  we  met,  within  a  few 
brief  months,  to  pay  a  merited  tribute  of  respect  to  departed 
worth.  In  May  last,  Hon.  Hiram  A.  Wright,  a  fellow  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Society,  was  summoned  away; 
and,  in  August,  Hon.  George  E.  McLane,  one  of  our  Yice  Pres- 
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idents,  followed  liim  to  thai  "  bourne  whence  no  traveller  returns." 
Both  had  evinced  a  lively  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  our"Socie' 
tj,  and  we  all  felt,  and  still  feel,  that  in  their  death,  we  wei  e  bereft 
of  true  hearted  co-workers  in  the  particular  field  of  labor  and  re- 
search for  which  this  asouciation  was  especially  formed. 

And  now,  in  such  quick  succession,  we  are  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  departure  of  another  devoted  friend  of  our  Society — 
Robert  M.  Sully,  one  of  its  honorary  members,  and  one  of  its 
most  generous  benefactors.  The  peculiar  relation  which  he  bore 
to  this  Society,  calls  for  some  appropriate  notice  of  his  profession- 
al career,  and  of  his  worth  as  a  man.  But  such  a  rehearsel  car- 
ries with  it  a  melancholy  reflection,  for  it  will  naturally  serve  to 
enhance  the  sense  we  all  feol  of  the  uncommon  loss  our  Society 
has  sustained  by  his  sudden  and  untimely  death. 

Mr.  Sully  was  born  at  Petersburg,  Virginia,  July  I7th,  1803. 
His  father,  who  was  a  native  of  England,  was  by  profession  an 
actor,  and  was  for  many  years  attached  to  the  Charleston  theatre. 
Between  his  ninth  and  tenth  years,  and  not  long  after  his  father's 
death,  young  Sully  evinced  an  exfreme  fondness  for  drawing, 
which  was  increased,  if  not  originally  excited,  by  the  sight  of 
some  excellent  drawings  made  by  his  father,  who,  when  a  youth, 
had  received  some  instruction  from  Naysmith,  a  celebrated  land- 
scape painter  of  Edinburg.  This  early  partiality  for  drawing 
steadily  grew  upon  him,  and  when  about  sixteen  or  seventeen,  ho 
fully  determined  on  becoming  a  paiuter,  despite  the  many  diffi- 
culties and  privations  attending  the  profession,  which  were  care- 
fully pointed  out  to  him  by  his  friends.  In  his  eighteenth  year, 
he  visited  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  placing  himself  under 
the  instructions  of  his  distinguished  uncle,  Thomas  Sully.  His 
zeal,  which  had  hitherto  been  wasted  in  ill  directed  efforts,  was 
now,  for  the  first  time,  applied  to  a  proper  course  of  study.  As 
he  was  enthusiastic,  and  labored  with  great  assiduity,  he  made 
rapid  advancement  in  the  art.  He  ever  remembered,  with  sin- 
cere gratitude,  his  uncle^s  kindness  and  instructions. 
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Having  remained  with  his  uncle  eight  or  nine  months,  he  re- 
turned to  Virginia,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  soon  found  the  ancient  saying  but  too  true  in  his  case,  that  a 
prophet  is  not  without  honor,  save  in  his  own  country  ;  and  so  the 
poor  artist  was  left  to  obtain,  as  best  he  could,  a  precarious  sup- 
port in  Richmond,  the  capital  of  the  Old  Dominion.  One  friend 
however,  Mr.  J.  H.  Steobia,  patronized  and  encouraged  him.  But 
even  at  that  day,  Sully's  proud  spirit  despised  the  canting  term 
of  patron  as  generally  used,  as  much  as  he  did  the  artist,  who 
could  descend  to  apply  it  to  those  who,  after  all,  give  him  merely 
the  value  of  his  honest  services. 

The  letters  of  his  uncle,  Thomas  Sully,  at  this  period  were  very 
encouraging,  and  strongly  advised  him  to  visit  London  as  soon  as 
possible.  ]N'aturally  proud  of  his  chosen  profession,  he  cherished 
an  ardent  desire  to  comply  with  his  uncle's  wishes  and  advice, 
and  improve  his  taste  and  skill  by  studying  the  works  of  the  great 
English  masters.  To  aid  in  this  purj.ose,  he  visited  several  towns 
in  North  Carolina,  where  he  met  with  encouraging  success.  He 
sailed  for  London  on  the  first  of  August,  1824,  where  he  arrived 
the  23d  of  the  following  month. 

Now  thrown  into  the  vortex  of  art,  it  was  some  little  timQ  be- 
fore he  could  sufficiently  recover  from  the  fascinating  excitement 
produced  by  the  change,  to  commence  a  regular  course  of  study. 
Of  the  then  living  English  artists,  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  became 
his  first  idol,  but  after  remaining  sometime  in  London,  and  care-^'. 
fully  studying  the  works  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  his  admiration 
for  the  former  somewhat  abated.  The  portraits  of  Laweence  are 
said  to  be  striking  likenesses,  and  display  a  bold  and  free  pencil; 
but  they  are,  particularly  his  later  ones,  chargeable  with  manner- 
ism, and  are  not  considered  to  be  successful  in  expressing  the 
nicer  shades  of  character,  while  his  drawing  evinced  a  want  of 
accuracy  and  finish.  Nothing  so  delighted  Sully  as  the  pictures 
of  Reynolds,  and  no  wonder,  for  they  were  masterpieces  of  art, 
Rbynolds  rejected  the  stiff,  unvaried  and  unmeaning  attitudes  of 
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foriner  artists,  and  imparted  to  Lis  pictures  '<he  air  and  action 
adapted  to  their  characters,  and  thereby  displayed  something  of 
the  dignity  and  invention  of  histor}^  He  has  seldom  been  ex- 
celled in  the  ease  and  elegance  of  his  faces,  and  in  the  beauty  and 
adaptation  of  the  habiliments  of  his  figures  ;  and  his  coloiing  com- 
bined, in  a  high  degree,  the  qualities  of  richness,  brilliancy  and 
freshness.  These  were  the  excellencies  of  Rkynolds'  productions 
that  so  strongly  attracted  the  attention,  and  extorted  the  admira- 
tion  of  the  young  American  artist.  And  frequently,  as  some  fine 
engraving  from  his  works  would  catch  Sully's  eye,  would  ho  rec- 
oncile himself  to  the  loss  of  his  dinner,  and  spend  his  last  shilling 
to  possess  il. 

Solly  thought  Jackson,  who  then  ranked  as  the  second  portrait 
painter  of  England,  surpassed  La^wrence  in  color.  There  was  a 
fine  rich  tone  to  his  pictures  not  unlike  IIkynolds,  but  he  wanted 
the  grace  and  elegance  of  Lawrence.  Id  their  peculiar  walk, 
Sully  found  none  equal  to  Lfslie  and  Newton  ;  but  in  the  higher 
ranks  of  history,  he  concluded  that  Haydon,  Gitty  and  Hilton 
were  inferior  to  our  own  Washington  Allston,  judgir^g  fiom  his 
exquisite  production  of  JacoVs  Drtam^  then  on  exhibition  at  the 
British  Gallery. 

During  the  course  of  his  second  year  in  London,  Sully  painted 
a  portrait  of  Mr.  C.  Bi  loe,  the  Secretary  of  the  Britith  Institution, 
It  was  shown  to  that  veteran  in  art,  Jame5  Northcote,  a  pupil  of 
Reynolds;  it  gained  his  approbation,  although  qualified  by  a 
Very  judicious  criticism,  which  ended  with  his  sending  Sullt  an 
excellent  picture  by  Reynolds  to  copy,  irom  which  he  derived 
much  improvement.  lie  also  painted  a  portrait  of  ISTorthcotb, 
then  eighty  years  of  age,  which  gained  him  great  credit  in  Lon- 
d«)n,  and  was  much  praised  by  coLuoisseurs  and  artit-ts.  Fjom 
NoRTHCOTE  he  derived  much  useful  informafinn  respecting  Rey- 
nolds, Ot^iE,  Gaine-borough,  and  others.  But  Sully  found  the 
o'der  artists  generally  little  disposed  to  aid  their  younger  breth- 
ren in  art,  either  by  advice  or  by  the  loan  of  their  pictures.  lie 


therefore  the  more  highly  appreciated  the  kindness  of  the  veteran 
NoRTHCorE.  Leslib  too,  was  an  excepiioi^  for  he  was  not  onlj 
kind  in  diiectijig  his  studies  and  criricisii  g  his  work,  but  in  lend- 
ing him  many  of  his  own  clioice  productions.  Such  were  eowe 
of  the  great  masters  of  the  Britibh  Metropolis  with  wisom  Sully 
associated,  and  from  whose  experience,  suggestions  and  instiuC" 
tions  he  added  largcsly  to  his  knowledge  and  skill  in  the  divine 
art  to  which  ho  so  enthusiasticaliy  duvotcd  tiie  better  portion  of 
hia  dajs. 

After  an  absence  of  four  yeai-s^  he  returned  to  his  native  country 
in  September,  1823,  and  at  once  commenced  redeeuiing  the  promise 
of  hisyouthtul  genius.  Oi  all  the  numerous  productions  of  his 
pencil,  the  five  nob'e  portraits  now  adorning  oi  r  Hail,  will  ever 
render  his  name  indisiolubty  conr  ected  with  our  Sotjiety.  Two  of 
them  are  originals — thor^e  of  Wa-pi!:-she-ka.,  or  ihe  Prophet^  and 
Black  Hawk's  son  Na-she-a  kusk,  both  painted  from  lite  in  1S33, 
and  never  copied.  That  of  Black  Hawk  is  a  periect  copy  of  the 
original  which  he  painted  at  the  t»ame  time,  but  the  copy  is  an  im- 
proved picture.  In  a  letter  adfiressi'd  to  our  Society,  Sully  him- 
self happily  remarks,  that  "there  is  in  the  ong'nal  portrait  of 
of  the  PitoPHET,  a  peculiar,  indescrii)abie,  devilish  expression — a 
something  that  you  cannot  exphtin,  than  I  hit  exactly  in  the  origin- 
al, and  might  not  hit  agaui  so  perfectly  in  a'ly  copy.  It  miuhtbe 
a  fac  simile,  and  yet  not  retain  that  Homtthlng^  which  has  been  a 
subject  of  remark  by  all  who  have  seen  it."  Sully  spent  nearly 
six  weeks  at  Fortress  Monroe,  01 1  Point  Oonrlort,  Virginia,  with 
Black  Hawk  and  hi.s  companiofis,  stiid)?ing  their  cimracters  and 
sketching  their  feaMires.  The  officers  at  the  f  xt,  Gen.  Dodge  and 
other  pioneers  of  this  Sta*^e,  unite  in  testifying  to  the  lite  like  ex- 
pression and  accuracy  of  the  likenesses.  The  portraits  of  these 
remarkable  Indians,  whose  names  are  so  closely  ident:fied  with 
the  early  history  and  border  warfaie  of  our  S  ate,  will  ever  pos- 
sess an  enduriny:  interest  ro  the  citizens  of  Wisconsin. 

The  other  Sully  ))0vtrH'ts  in  our  collect'on  are  more  national  in 
tlieir  character — those  of  PuCAHoiJTAS  and  Chief  Justice  Mab- 


SHALL.  The  beautiful  Pocahontas  appears  to  ns  as  the  guar- 
dian angel  who  twice  saved  the  infant  Colony  of  Yirginia  from 
destruction,  by  her  almost  superhuman  heroism  and  devotion,  and 
under  circumstances  of  singular  peril  and  romance.  This  line 
painting  is  a  copy  of  a  copy  of  an  ancient  original,  which  was 
long  preserved  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Eolfe,  the  husband  of  Poca- 
hontas, in  Warwickshire,  England,  until  about  1772,  when  it 
was  sent  over,  together  with  Rolfe's  portrait,  as  a  present  to  the 
late  E-YLAND  Randolph,  of  Yirginia,  a  lineal  descendant  of  the 
Indian  princess.  The  tooth  of  time  had  so  gnawed  this  ancient 
relic,  that  it  crumbled  to  pieces  soon  after  Sully  copied  it,  which 
was  in  1830.  The  copy,  however,  hanging  upon  our  wall,  is  some- 
what idealized,  yet  preserving  a  faithful  transcript  of  her  features, 
with  her  costume  Indianized,  and  a  wreath  of  the  beautiful  wild 
flowers  of  Yirginia  embroidered  in  her  hair,  as  represente  1  by  the 
ancient  Yirginia  historian  Beverly.  It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell 
upon  the  remaining  Sully  picture,  that  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall, 
the  soldier,  statesman,  jurist  and  historian.  He  was  one  of  the 
fathers  of  the  republic,  and  prior  to  his  death  in  1886,  he  sat  to 
Sully,  and  ours  is  a  copy  of  that  picture ;  and  this  copy  Sully 
declared  to  be  the  best  portrait  he  ever  executed. 

Mr.  Sully  had  resolved,  as  you.  all  knovv^  full  well,  to  migrate 
to  Wisconsin,  and  make  our  town  his  future  home.  Everj^thing 
our  Society  could  do,  was  done  to  encourage  his  coming;  and  not 
a  few  of  our  pioneers  and  public  men  were  waiting  his  arrival,  to 
sit  to  him  for  their  portraits  for  our  Picture  Gallery.  We  all  fondly 
hoped  to  grasp  the  hand  of  the  accomplished  artist,  whose  genius 
and  success  in  fine  painting  had  given  him  a  place  in  all  our  hearts. 
"Man  propose?,  but  God  disposes."  He  left  Richmond  for  this 
place,  withboujant  hopes  and  high  anticipations,  on  the  16th  of 
October  last,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  Buffalo,  where  he  was  ar- 
rested by  a  fatal  disease,  at  a  hotel  where  he  stopped,  and  was 
removed  by  the  advice  of  his  physician  to  a  hospital,  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  more  constant  medical  attendance,  and  more  assiduous 
nursing.    But  all  to  no  purpose.    He  lingered  till  the  28th,  when 
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he  breathed  his  last,  and  his  body  was  interred  in  the  cemetery 
of  the  institution ;  and  has  since  been  removed  by  his  relatives 
to  Kichmond,  and  buried  by  the  side  of  the  mouldering  relics  of 
his  mother.  It  is  fit,  in  the  language  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer^ 
that  the  citizens  of  Richmond  should  "  pay  some  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  a  man  whose  talents  have  done  honor  to  their  city 
and  state." 

Since  it  was  the  misfortune  of  us  all  not  to  have  personally 
known  Mr.  Sully,  I  can  only  say,  that  he  has  been  represented 
by  tbose  who  best  knew  him,  to  have  possessed  many  of  the 
finest  traits  that  adorn  the  human  character.  "  We  knew  the  de- 
ceased," says  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer^  "  somewhat 
familiarly  for  some  years,  during  his  residence  in  our  city,  and 
whilst  we  admired  his  brilli^mt  talents  as  an  artist,  we  could  not 
help  warmly  esteeming  some  of  his  most  amiable  qualities  as  a 
man.  Unhappily,  however,  neither  his  fortune  nor  his  fame  was 
at  all  equal  to  his  merits,  and  he  lived,  as  it  were,  under  a  cloud, 
and  oppressed  by  adverse  circumstances  which  he  could  not  con- 
trol. He  bore  up,  however,  against  them  with  a  manly  fortitude 
which  won  our  respect."  It  was  in  making  a  noble  effort  to  come 
to  Wisconsin  to  retrieve  his  fortune,  and  add  to  his  fame  and  use- 
fulness, that  he  sickened  by  the  way,  and  passed  to  the  tomb — 
thus  blasting  his  own  and  our  fondest  anticipations. 

I  have  endeavored,  in  a  brief  and  faithful  manner,  to  trace  Mr. 
Sully's  career  and  characteristics,  as  due  to  his  worth  and  memo- 
ry, and  especially  as  he  had  done  so  much,  and  that  so  well,  in 
aiding  to  found  the  Picture  Gallery  of  our  Society,  and  by  his 
name  and  influence  had  added  to  the  reputation  of  our  institution 
at  home  and  abroad.  In  acquainting  ourselves  with  his  history, 
and  his  early  struggles  and  success  in  fitting  himself  for  his  noble 
profession,  we  cannot  but  admire  his  genius,  deplore  his  loss,  and 
place  a  higher  estimate  upon  the  value  of  his  paintings  which  it 
•is  the  good  fortune  of  our  Society  to  possess. 

SuLLy  evinced,  in  an  unusual  degree,  the  spirit  of  the  true  an- 
tiquarian.   Even  when  in  London,  in  his  visits  to  the  Tower,  he 
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discovered,  by  means  of  some  ancient  fire-arms,  the  peculiar 
meaning  of  certain  passages  in  the  prinnitive  history  of  Yirginia, 
which  liad  hithi  rto  been  regarded  as  vague  and  obscure.  He 
loved  to  visit  scenes  rendered  sacred  from  their  historic  associa- 
tions, and  to  decipher,  like  another  Old  Mortality,  the  moss  cov- 
ered and  half  obliterated  inscriptions  on  tomb-stones  in  ancient 
grave  yards  ;  and  he  delighted,  as  in  the  cas-e  of  the  likeness  of 
Pocahontas  and  others,  to  preserve  for  history  and  future  useful- 
ness, truthful  repiesentations  of  such  characters  as  have  rendered 
themselves  conspicuous  by  their  labors  of  love,  or  deeds  of  noble 
daring.  We  had,  by  common  consent,  awaited  his  arrival,  to  ten- 
der him  the  place  in  our  Executive  Committee,  made  vacant  by 
the  death  uf  the  lamented  Wright. 

He  had  devised  liberal  things  for  our  Society — to  sketch  and 
paint  the  battle  fields  of  our  Black  Hawk  war,  and  portraits  of 
our  noble  and  fast  fading  band  of  pioneers.  He  had  also  copied 
a  fine  sketch  of  Osceola.,  which  he  proposed  enlarging  into  a  por- 
trait of  that  unfortunate  Seminole  chief,  as  an  addition  to  our  gal- 
lery ;  and  he  had  visited  the  ruins  of  Jamestown,  and  sketched 
that  hallowed  spot,  made' memorable  by  Pocahontas  and  Cap- 
tain John  Smith  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  and 
which  he  designed  putting  upon  canvass  for  the  further  adorn- 
ment of  our  hall,  already  so  richly  embellished  by  tiie  beautiful 
creations  af  his  genius.  But  Sully  is  gone — these  hopes  and  de- 
signs all  frustrated ;  and  in  lamenting  the  loss  we  have  sustained 
— we  can  not  repress  the  anxious  inquiry — upon  who^  will  his 
mantle  f^ll?  who  can  worthily  fill  the  place  his  untimely  death 
has  made  vacant? 

It  was  moved  by  Hon.  J.  P.  Atwocp,  seconded  by  Ex  Gover- 
nor Fakvtell,  that  a  copy  oi  Mr.  Draper's  address  be  filed  in  the 
archives  of  the  Society. 

Messrs.  J udge  Atwood,  White  and  Draper  were  appointed  a 
eommiitee  to  re}.iOrt  suitable  resolutions,  who  through  Mr.  Whitb 
submitted  the  following — which  were  unatiimously  adopted  : 
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Resolved^  That  in  the  death  af  Robert  M.  Sully,  we  feel  that 
our  Society  has  met  with  an  irreparable  loss,  and  we  deplore  the 
fiad  event  which  has  deprived  our  State  of  an  artist  of  high  merit, 
and  our  Society  of  one  of  its  truest  friends. 

Resolved^  That  we  tender  his  relatives  our  sincere  condolence, 
and  that  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  transmitted  to  them  ; 
and,  in  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  that  this  meeting 
do  now  adjourn  till  Thursday  evening  next. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  5. 


EARLY  HISTOEY  AND  CONDITION  OF  WISCONSIN. 

Annual  Address  delivered  before  the  State  Historical  Societj, 
in  the  Senate  Hall,  by  Hon.  Henky  S.  Baird,  of  Green  Bay,  on 
the  30th  January,  1856,  the  seventh  anniversary  of  the  Society : 

Me.  President  : — The  eventful  changes  and  vicissitudes  constant- 
ly occurring  in  the  history  of  nations  and  individuals,  admonish 
ns  to  note  carefully  every  thing  of  moment  connected  with  our 
own  generation  ;  to  look  forward  to  that  period  when  the  present 
shall  havp  passed  into  futurity — when  the  forms  of  government, 
and  existing  institutions,  both  civil  and  political,  shall  have 
changed — and  when  those  who  are  now  the  busy  actors  in  the 
grand  drama  of  life,  shall  have  given  place,  to  those  who  are  des- 
tined to  succeed  them.  Then  nothing  will  remain  to  commemo- 
rate the  events  of  our  time  but  the  page  of  History,  or  the  imperfect 
recollections  of  our  descendants. 

It  is  the  design  of  History  faithfully  and  truly  to  record  events 
worthy  of  notice,  in  the  rise,  progress  and  decline  of  nations ; 
also  to  transmit  to  posterity  the  virtues  and  noble  deeds  of  indi- 
viduals, and  the  perfections  in  the  several  forms  of  government, 
as  examples  worthy  of  imitation  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  point 
ont  the  vices,  errors  or  imperfections  to  be  avoided.  To  rely  solely 
on  tradition  for  a  knowledge  of  preceding  generations,  would  in- 
evitably involve  the  past  in  uncertainty  and  obscurity.  As  it  is 
the  province  and  design  of  History  to  preserve  and  perpetuate 
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events,  so  is  it  equally  the  duty  of  man  faithfully  to  record,  and 
leave  to  his  successors  an  account  of  the  transactions  and  occur- 
rences of  his  own  generation. 

The  historian  is  often  misled  by  misstatements  or  prejudices,  and 
oftentimes  finds  himself  at  a  loss  for  reliable  materials  from  which 
to  prepare  a  correct  history.  The  formation  of  Historical  Societies 
is  comparatively  of  but  recent  origin.  Such  institutions  may  have 
existed  for  a  long  period,  but  to  a  very  limited  extent,  in  some  of 
the  older  countries  in  Europe.  Still  their  usefulness  and  value 
are,  as  yet,  scarcely  appreciated  as  they  deserve.  Their  object  is 
not  only  to  collect  information  as  to  existing  institutions,  and  the 
present  state  of  social  and  political  society,  but  to  rescue  from 
oblivion  the  events  of  past  ages ;  to  delineate  the  character  and 
habits  of  the  people  of  past  generations  ;  to  record  whatever  was 
peculiar  in  their  forms  of  government,  their  social  and  national 
habits,  their  virtues  or  their  vices,  and  transmit  the  whole  to  those 
who  may  succeed  them. 

The  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin  is  jet  in  its  infancy. 
It  has  been  in  existence  but  seven  years.  For  the  first  four  or  five 
years  after  its  fo;  mation,  but  little  more  was  accomplished  than  to 
organize  it,  and  hold  an  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers. 
A  degree  of  apathy  seemed  to  exist,  which  greatly  retarded  its 
prosperity,  and  limited  its  usefulness.  Bat  it  is  highly  gratifying 
to  know,  that  such  is  no  longer  the  case.  Your  Society  is  con- 
stantly receiving  valuable  contributions,  the  number  of  its  mem- 
bers steadily  increasing,  and  its  early  establishment  will  doubtless 
secure  and  perpetuate  many  interesting  memorials  of  the  "  olden 
time,"  which  otherwise  would  be  lost  or  forgotten.  Let  us  hope 
that  its  usefulness  will  be  duly  appreciated  ;  that  the  best  men  of 
our  country  will  not  only  give  it  their  eonntenance,  but  contribute 
freely  their  aid  and  exertions  to  render  it  worthy  of  the  noble 
objects  it  has  in  view  ;  and  may  its  annual  gatherings,  in  all  time 
to  come,  be  attended,  as  on  the  present  occasion,  by  the  intelligent 
citizens,  and  high  functionaries  of  the  State. 
10 
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On  an  occasion  like  this,  it  may  by  some  be  expected,  that 
some  ailusion  will  be  made  to  the  history  of  the  State  in  which 
the  Society  is  located.  To  attempt  anything  like  a  coimecteil  his- 
tory in  an  Annual  Address,  even  in  retefcnce  to  so  young  a  mem- 
ber of  the  C  -n'edeiacy  as  Wisconsin,  would  be  preposterous. — 
Still  much  may  be  said  relatirjg  to  particular  periods  or  occur- 
rences in  that  history,  worthy  of  being  preserved,  and  which 
may  prove  inteiesting  to  the  audience  I  have  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress. 

The  rise,  progress  and  prosperity  of  this  Eepublic,  are  unparal- 
lelled  in  the  annals  of  nations.  Within  little  more  than  half  a 
century,  ana  in  a  period  of  time  scarcely  equal  to  that  allotted  to 
the  ordinary  life  of  man,  the  United  States  have  emerged  from 
a  state  of  vassalage  and  dependence — defied  and  rejected  the 
master  that  controlled  and  governed  her,  declared  herself  free 
and  independent,  and  now  forms,  within  her  own  limits,  a  con- 
stellation of  States,  each  of  which  is  equal  in  power  and  resources 
to  many  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  old  world.  To  trace  the  history 
and  progress  of  the  several  States  comprising  this  Unim,  would 
be  interesting.  For  although  the  period  of  their  existence  is 
brief,  jet  it  is  replete  with  events  of  most  thrilling  interest.  In 
this  respect,  Wisconsin  occupies  a  position  surpassed  by  no  other 
State  in  the  Union.  It  is  true,  much  of  her  history  is  involved 
in  obscurity,  and  it  is  in  some  degree  blended  with  that  of 
other  States  which  are  parts  of  what  was  formerly  termed  the 
North  Wi^st  Territory^  and  out  of  which  have  been  formed  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 

The  early  history  of  this  region  can  only  be  gathered  from  the 
traditionary  accounts  given  by  the  oldest  inhabitants,  and  the  ex- 
aggerated pnblibhed  journals  and  narratives  of  the  early  missioa- 
anes  and  <  ther  explorers  of  these  then  wild  and  inhospitable 
regions.  This  portion  of  the  history  of  Wisconsin  has  been  writ- 
tea  by  an  abler  hand  than  mine.  The  volumes  lately  compiled  by 
the  venerable  historian  of  the  State,  have  done  full  justice  to  the 
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subject,  and  are  undoubtedly  as  full  and  correct  a  history  of  that 
period,  as  ample  knowledge,  industry  and  research  could  make 
them. 

In  recnrring  to  the  early  history  of  the  country,  we  are  natur- 
ally led  to  inquire — By  whom  was  it  first  explored,  and  what  mo- 
tives prompted  its  exploration  and  occupation  ?  And  here,  I  would 
observe,  that  posterity  has  scarcely  yet  done  justice  to  the  char- 
acter  and  merits  of  those  who  first  entered  upon  this  hazardous 
enterprise.  Columbus,  after  repeated  rebuffs  and  disappointments, 
at  length,  by  indomitable  courage  and  perseverance,  succeeded  in 
disco ve  ing  a  new  world.  That  su(;cess  excited  the  envy  and 
hostility  of  the  great  and  powerful.  During  his  life  time  he  suf- 
fered injustice  at  the  hands  of  his  sovereign,  and  failed  to  receive 
the  reward  he  so  nobly  won,  and  so  richly  deserved.  It  was  re- 
served for  posterity  to  do  full  justice  to  his  merits.  His  monu- 
ment is  no  less  than  this  vast  Continent,  pe'>pled  by  millions  of 
freemen,' who  acknowledge  him  as  the  discove  er  of  America. 
The  principal  motive  which  influenced  him  in  undertaking  his 
great  voyage  of  discovery,  was  probably  that  of  ambition,  and 
the  desire  to  give  his  name  to  the  new  and  hitherto  undiscovered 
country.  * 

But  how  different  the  motives  of  those  who  first  entered  the 
path  for  the  exploration  of  the  distant  wilds  of  Wisconsin  !  They 
were  the  poor  but  devoted  missionaries,  who  could  gain  nothing 
by  their  discoveries ;  men,  who  not  only  professed  to  have  at 
heart  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  Indians,  but  by  every  ac- 
tion of  their  lives,  proved  the  disinterest^edness  and  purity 
of  their  intentions.  Whatever  opinion  some  may  entertain  of  the 
efforts  of  modern  philanthropists  to  ameliorate  the  condition,  and 
improve  the  morals,  of  the  natives,  none  should  withhold  from  the 
early  missionaries  and  reverend  fathers,  the  meed  of  praise  for 
thpir  zeal  and  devotion  in  their  attempts  to  civilize  the  Red  Man, 
and  better  his  moral  and  social  condition.  The  kindness  and 
friendship  with  which  these  efforts  were  received  by  the  Indians, 
and  the  sincere  and  enduring  ties  of  good  will  which  so  long  subsis- 
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ted  between  the  French  and  the  Natives,  show  conclusively  that  the 
early  visits  of  the  missionaries,  were  missions  of  peace  and  friend- 
ship. To  the  efforts  of  these  primitive  pioneers,  devoted  and  pious 
men,  do  we  owe  the  ^first  settlement  of  this  country ;  and  to  their 
journals  and  narratives,  imperfect  though  they  be,  can  we  alone 
have  recourse  for  information  relative  to  their  early  expeditions 
and  discoveries,  and  the  condition  of  the  country  at  that  remote 
period. 

Ootemporaneous  with  the  arrival  of  the  Jesuits  in  this  region, 
another  class  of  adventurers  visited,  and  eventually  became  iden- 
tified with  the  country.  I  allude  to  the  French  traders,  familiarly 
known  among  their  compeers  as  voyageurs.  They  were  truly 
pioneers  of  Wisconsin,  and  are  justly  entitled  to  share  with  the 
missionaries  the  reward  and  credit  of  bringing  the  country  into 
notice ;  opening  the  way  for  the  introduction  of  civilization  and 
improvement,  and,  to  some  extent,  improving  the  condition  of  the 
natives,  and  subduing  their  savage  propensities.  This  class  of 
men  were  actuated  by  more  selfish  and  sordid  motives  than  those 
which  governed  their  brethren  the  missionaries,  yet  their  charac* 
ter  and  disposition  bore  a  great  similarity  to  each  other.  All,  or 
nearly  all,  were  Frenchmen,  and  were  possessed,  in  common,  with 
that  urbanity  of  manner,  and  all  those  warm  and  friendly  traits 
so  characteristic  of  that  polite  but  volatile  nation.  And  experi- 
ence has  shown,  that  the  people  of  no  other  country  have  ever 
acquired  and  maintained,  during  their  intercourse  with  them,  the 
same  degree  of  influence  over  the  Indian  tribes. 

Nor  have  any  other  people  ever  succeeded  in  preserving  so  long  . 
and  enduring  peace  and  friendship.  This  result  was  probably 
owing  as  well  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  French  people,  as 
also  to  their  adaptation,  and  ready  conformity,  to  many  of  the 
customs  and  habits  of  the  Aborigines.  Of  a  social  and  excitable 
temperament,  fond  of  change,  and.  unaccustomed  to  the  re- 
straints and  conventional  refinements  of  society,  they  found 
it  an  oasy  task  to  conform  readily  to  the  customs  and  modes 
of  life  peculiar  to  those  with  whom  they  came  to  reside.  They 
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lived,  to  some  extent,  as  the  Indians  did ;  occupying  wig-wams, 
or  rude  houses  made  of  the  bark  of  trees ;  depending  for  food, 
during  a  portion  of  the  year,  on  the  proceeds  of  the  chase,  or 
success  in  taking  fish,  which  abounded  in  the  numerous  lakes  and 
streams  interspersed  throughout  the  ISTorth-West ;  and  many,  more- 
over, intermarrying  with  the  native  females,  and  raising  families, 
wno  m  their  turn  became  permanent  residents  of  the  country. 

When  the  dominion  of  the  North -West  was  transferred  by  the 
French  to  the  English,  the  latter  failed,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  natives,  and  secure  their  friendship. 
That  nation  n*ever  acquired  the  confidence  of,  or  established  a  per- 
manent friendship  with  the  Indian  tribes,  like  the  French.  The 
feelings  of  the  Indians  towards  the  French  seem  to  have  been  re- 
spect and  afi'ection,  induced  by  kind  treatment,  and  fair  and 
equitable  traffiic ;  while  towards  the  English,  they  cherished  a 
secret  dislike,  only  subdued  and  smothered  because  they  were  the 
weaker  party.  On  the  surrender  of  the  country  to  the  United 
States,  these  unfriendly  feelings  were  by  no  means  diminished, 
but  rather  increase<J;  which  but  too  often  showed  themselves  in 
hostile  attacks,  and  the  murder  of  the  weak  and  unprotected. 

These  ditferent  phases  of  feeling  manifested  by  the  Wisconsin 
Indian  tribes  towards  the  people  of  the  several  nations  who  suc- 
cessively became  the  occupants  of  their  country,  may  be  easily 
accounted  for.  The  French  came  as  friends,  and  not  as  task  mas- 
ters.  They  opened  a  traffic  with  the  natives,  lucrative  to  the 
former,  and,  at  the  same  time,  beneficial  to  the  latter ;  supplying 
their  Tvants  in  exchange  for  their  furs  and  peltries.  They  did  not 
attempt  to  take  forcible  possession  of  the  soil,  or  appropriate  it  to 
their  own  use.  They  cultivated  little  or  no  land,  and  did  not  in- 
terfere with  the  game. 

The  English  had  in  view,  not  only  this  rich  and  profitable  traf- 
fic, but  a  more  important  ulterior  object — the  acquisition  of  the 
country,  and  its  entire  subjection  to  British  dominion.  This  soon 
manifested  itself  to  the  Indians  by  the  policy  adopted  by  the 
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Ent^lish  government,  and  the  arbitrary  acts  of  her  governors  and 
military  commandants.  And  when  we  add  to  these  causes  of 
dislike  and  alienation,  the  recollection  that  for  many  years  a  san- 
guinary war  had  been  waged  between  France  and  England  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  gainirig  ascendency  in,  and  exercising  ex- 
chisive  sovereignty  over,  this  very  country — the  hirth-right  of  the 
natiDes,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  the  latter  should  favor  the  people 
whom  they  viewed  as  friends,  and  take  sides  against  the  English, 
"whom  they  bad  always  considered  as  their  worst  enemies.  t)uring 
the  period  ot  English  sovereignty  over  the  country,  this  state  of 
things  scarcely  changed.  That  period  was  marke^  by  constant 
out-breaks,  and  frequent  sanguioary  conflicts  between  the  whites 
and  Indians. 

At  the  termination  of  the  American  Eevolution,  the  whole  -ex- 
tent of  territory  lying  between  the  Canadas,  the  Great  Lakes,  and 
the  Mississippi,  was  to  have  been  surrendered  to  the  new  Republic. 
The  formal  surrender,  however,  was  delayed  on  various  pretexts 
by  the  English  goverijment ;  and  many  of  the  forts,  trading  posts 
and  settlements  were  with  held  for  several  years  after  the  timo 
stipulated  for  their  delivery  ;  and  we  can  well  imagine,  that  during 
this  period,  no  pains  were  spared  by  the  emissaries  of  the  English, 
to  keep  alive  the  jral(us  feelings  of  the  Indians,  and  incite  them 
to  hostilities  with  those  whom  theiy  believed,  had  come  to  expel 
them  from  their  country,  and  destroy  and  exterminate  them  as  a 
people.  The  English  diiFered  from  the  French  in  many  partica- 
lare,  but  e8[)eciHlly  in  their  taciturn  dispositions  and  unsocial  hab- 
its. The  character  of  the  Americans  was  still  more  marked,  and 
in  many  re-^pects  obnoxious  to  the  Indians.  They  came  as  con- 
qnerors,  and  assumed  the  government  of  a  country  and  people 
originally  free  and  independent.  They  asserted  that  the  country 
was  theirs  by  conquest,  and  that  the  natives  were  but  tenants  at 
sufferance.  They  assumed  the  right  to  fell  the  forest,  till  the  soil, 
and  destroy  the  game,  the  sole  dependence  of  the  people  who  in- 
herited ihis  beautiful  region — the  gift  of  the  Grtat  Spirit  whom 
tUey  worshipped  and  adored. 


79 


Is  it  surprising  then,  that  this  people  should  have  entertained 
hostile  feeling"*,  and  wag^d  war  against  the  ii  truders?  Before 
dismissing  this  part  of  Wisconsin  history,  let  us  for  a  nioinent 
pause.  Let  us  svrnpathiso  with  a  race  who  ha  ve  heen  most  dt-ep- 
Ij,  most  irretrievably  wronged.  When  tin's  fair  land  was  fiisr  in- 
vaded, and  taken  po>ses8ion  of  hy  the  whites,  ir,  was  as  the  G<»d 
of  Nature  had  formed  it;  abounding  in  every  thing  to  make  it 
desirable  for  the  residence  and  snp|)(>rt  of  ninn  in  a  stare  of 
primitive  simplicity,  and  peopled  by  nnmeroiis  al^oriuinal 
tribes.  Unacquainted  with  the  wants,  Juxnries  and  retinements 
of  civilizat'on,  and  free  from  the  vices  and  crimes  of  modern  so- 
ciety, they  lived  a  contented  and  liap()y  peo)  ]e.  The  French  and 
English  found  the  country  inliabi^ed  by  rhe  Sauks,  F  xt  s,  Winne- 
bagoes,  Chippewas,  Pottawatramies,  Ottawas,  Menonjofiees  and 
other  powerful  tribes  which  have  now  become  extinct,  and  whose 
names  even  are  forgotten.  Tliose  tribes,  nutnbeting  many  thnu- 
eands,  occupied  the  country  now  embraced  witliin  the  present 
States  of  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  L»\va,  and  the  tenitnry  of 
Minnesota.  But  where  are  they  7iow\  While  some  of  tliese  war- 
like and  noble  tribes  are  entirely  extinct,  othe/  s  bear  but  a  faint  re- 
semblance of  their  former  greatm  ss  ;  a  f*w  mi.-^erable  and  squalid 
families  make  up  the  sule  remnant  of  their  once  formidable 
ba^nds. 

It  is  the  common  practice  of  the  white  man  to  charge  cruelty 
and  duplicity  upon  the  Indian.  If  he  is  cruel,  who  has  rnnde  him 
so?  If  he  is  guilty  of  duplicity,  who  has  taught  hitn  the  )e^8on? 
We  are  too  a}»t  to  charge  upon  this  wronged  and  j,)erc-ecuted  peo- 
ple the  commission  of  unprovokt  d  crimes,  and  tfie  ])ei  })erration 
of  cruel  wrongs,  without  jastificatiori  or  excuse;  arid  this  is 
e-pecially  the  case  amongst  American  fiontiersmen  who  may 
Lave  suffered  at  their  hands.  But  when  we  compare  the  present 
condition  of  these  (  eople  with  that  wht'n  first  discovered  by  the 
whites,  their  suffeiings  muht  ^o  far  toniit'gate,  if  U'  t  jns'ify,  their 
sanguinary  warfare.  At  that  period,  they  we  e  truly  the  lords 
qf  the  soil — sole  and  uudiaputed  owners  of  the  rich  and  luvely 
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country  they  occupied,  surrounded  by  the  abundant  gifts  of  na- 
ture, sufficient  for  the  supply  of  every  want,  and  unaccountable 
to  auy  master,  save  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe.  Thus 
they  passed  their  lives  in  happy  simplicity  and  contentment,  little 
dreaming  of  the  disastrous  future  that  awaited  them.  The 
first  white  men  who  visited  these  tribes  were  received  with 
friendship,  and  entertained  with  hospitality.  But,  alas !  it 
was  but  a  brief  space  before  this  kind  reception  met  with  an  un- 
grateful return.  Soon  were  these  children  of  nature  to  be  driven 
from  the  forests  and  prairies,  through  and  over  which  they 
had  been  accustor/ied  to  roam  unmolested  and  uncontrolled;  to 
be  expelled  from  their  beautiful  villages  where  their  ancestors 
were  born  ;  from  the  hunting  grounds  which  for  so  many  genera- 
tions had  supplied  them  with  game — yea,  even  denied  the  last 
consolation  of  decaying  nature,  that  of  mingling  their  ashes  with 
the  dust  of  their  kindred.  Why  then  should  we  express  any 
wonder  that  the  untutored  and  injured  Indian,  goaded  on  by  such 
harrowing  recollections,  should  feel  resentment,  and  seek  to 
avenge  himself  on  those  who  have  wrought  this  crushing  misery ! 
To  feel  and  act  otherwise,  would  rather  evince  a  want  of  the  no- 
blest and  holiest  feelings  of  our  nature — filial  attachment,  and  a 
love^  of  our  homes  and  firesides.  Compared  with  nations  of  an- 
tiquity, who  were  classed  as  refined  and  civilized,  the  North 
American  Indians  would  lose  nothing  in  the  scale  of  hnmanity. 
Many  of  the  battles  of  the  ancients  were  equally  sanguinary,  and 
blackened  by  deeds  as  jsruel  and  cold-blooded  in  their  character. 
Even  among  our  own  people,  acts  of  atrocity  have  been  commit- 
ted on  the  Indian,  revolting  to  humanity,  and  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  honorable  warfare. 

There  is  much  that  is  noble  and  elevating  in  the  character  of 
the  Indian  yet  left  to  him.  But  how  difi'erent  is  the  present  from 
his  original  character.^  When  first  visited  by  Europeans,  he 
walked  erect,  with  the  proud  and  haughty  bearing  of  one  con- 
scious of  his  independence,  and  freedom  from  restraint;  yet  with 
all  this  feeling,  he-  would  extend  the  hand  of  friendship,  and  en- 


81 


tertain  the  stranger  with  kindness  and  hospitality.  And  what  has 
been  the  return  for  all  this?  The  answer  is  found  in  the  squalid 
.  appearance  of  a  few  miserable  beings  who  yet  linger  in  portions 
of  our  State  ;  reduced  by  the  iotroduction'of  the  low  and  wasting 
vices  of  the  whites,  and  the  more  dire  effects  of  spirituous  liquors^ 
he  stalks  .our  streets  a  living  evidence  of  what  he  is^  contradistin- 
guished from  what  he  once  was — an  enduring  reproach  u-pon' fife' 
white  man  for  the  debased  creature  he  has  made  hiiii.  The  na- 
ture of  the  Indian  is  to  avenge  injury  or  wrong,  but  he  is  always 
susceptible  of  friendship,  and  grateful  for  kindness  sbow^a  him. 
To  partake  of  his  hospitality  is  sure  to  secure  protection  and 
safety. 

Much  has  been  said  as  to  the  policy  adopted  by  our  Goviirii- 
ment  in  relation  to  this  suffering  people.  Some  public  functiona- 
ries have,  at  different  times,  lauded  the  Government  for  its  just^' 
and  parental  care  and  protection  of  this  persecuted  race.  Jus- 
tice to  the  Indians!  After  robbing  them  of  their  possessions  ; 
forcibly  expelling  them  from  their  homes  and  their  country  ;  and 
by  the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors  and  low  vices  of  civilized 
man,  degrading  them  from  their  ohce  proud  and  noble  bearing  to 
the  lowest  and  most  abject  condition  ;  then  the  General  Govern- 
ment does  them  justice^  and  exercises  parental  care  over  them,  by 
doling  out  a  pitiful  annuity  of  a  few  blankets  to  cover  their  naked 
limbs,  and  a  scanty  supply  of  provisions  to  keep  their  famishing 
women  and  children  from  utter  starvation.  It  would  be  more 
magnanimous  for  the  white  man  candidly  to  acknowledge  the 
wrongs  committed,  and  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  to  atone  for 
them  by  exertions  to  ameliorate  the  hard  fate  of  the  sufferers. 

But  their  destiny  is  written.  As  the  white  man  advances,  they 
recede— even  the  stupendous  and  almost  inaccessible  ramparts  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains  cannot  stay  the  advance  of  the  enterprising 
American.  Already  has  the  Red  Man  fled  beyond  what  he  once 
believed  to  be  the  utmost  boundary  of  civilization,  and  yet  he  is 
pursued.  His  relentless  foe  is  still  close  upon  his  retreating  foot- 
11 
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steps,  leaving  no  hope  to  him  but  that  of  finding  a  peaceful  grave 
— a  last  resting  place  from  his  pursuer — beneath  the  rolling  bil- 
lows of  the  Pacific. 

If  we  cannot  do  justice  to  the  Indian  by  restoring  him  to  his 
country,  and  re-uniting  him  with  his  scattered  race,  let  us  at 
least  do  justice  to  his  character.  In  our  prejudice,  let  us  not  lose 
sight  of  his  many  noble  and  redeeming  traits.  Many  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Wisconsin  have  experienced  from  the  Indians  numer- 
ous instances  of  friendship  and  hospitality ;  and  not  a  few  were 
indebted  to  individuals  of  the  Menomonee  tribe  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  their  lives  and  liberty  during  the  war  of  1812. 

By  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  as  also  by  Jay's  Treaty  of  1795, 
it  was  stipulated  by  the  English  Government,  that  the  North- 
Western  territory,  with  its  forts,  trading  posts  and  dependencies, 
should  be  surrendered  and  transferred  to  the  United  States  ;  but 
as  already  remarked,  the  surrender  of  the  posts  and  evacuation  of 
the  country,  by  the  English,  were  long  delayed.  Although  the 
United  States  exercised  nominal  jurisdiction  over  parts  of  the 
territory  previous  to  the  war  ot  1812,  yet  this  exercise  of  au- 
thority was  barely  in  name.  During  the  war,  nearly  all  of  this 
part  of  the  North  West  was  in  possession  of  the  British,  and  the 
few  Americans  who  resided  here  were  subject  to  their  authority. 
It  was  not  until  1816,  that  that  portion  of  the  territory  comprising 
Wisconsin  became  really  a  portion  of  the  United  States. 

All  of  the  tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  the  North  West  between 
the  Lakes  and  the  Mississippi,  with  the  exception  of  the  Potta- 
wattamies  and  a  part  of  the  Ottawas''',  were  hostile  to  the  States  ; 
enlisted  on  the  side  of  the  English,  and  during  the  contest  waged 

*  There  would  appear  to  be  some  mistake  in  this  statement.  When  Col.  Robert  Dicksok  collected 
a  large  Indian  force  under  the  British  flag  at  Green  Bay  in  the  summer  of  1812,  the  Pottawattamies  and 
Ottawas  formed  a  part ;  and  in  August  of  that  year,  a  large  band  of  Pottawattamies,  under  their  ehief» 
Black  Bird,  committed  the  memorable  massacre  at  Chicago  ;  and  the  Pottawattamies  also  figured 
prominently  at  Tippecanoe,  Brownstown,  River  Raisin,  Fort  Meigs,  Sandusky  and  the  Thames.  The 
Menomoneeg  as  a  nation,  it  is  believed,  were  maicly  controlled  by  their  able  chief  Touam,  who  used  all 
liis  great  influence  to  prevail  upon  his  people  to  remain  neutral— and  but  a  few  of  the  young  warriors 
joined  the  fortunes  of  the  British.  L.  C.  D. 
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war  against  the  Americans.  The  Pottawattamies  and  Ottawas, 
although  friendly,  remained  neutral.  By  the  terms  of  Jay^g 
treaty,  all  the  inhabitants  of  whatever  nation,  then  residents  of 
the  country,  were  protected  in  the  posbession  of  tlieir  property^, 
with  the  right  to  remain,  or,  at  their  option,  withdraw  with  their 
effects  from  the  country,  and  one  year  was  allowed  them  to  make 
their  election.  All  who  did  not  withdiaw  within  that  period  wem. 
deemed  American  citizens,  allowed  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of 
citizenship,  and  to  be  under  the  protection  of  our  Government, 
But  few  of  the  settlers  left  the  country.  Those  who  remained 
virtually  became  American  citizens  ;  but  we  find  that  nearly  ail 
the  French  and  Engli,sh  of  this  class,  were  subsequently  found  m 
the  ranks  of  our  enemies.  Several  bore  commissions  under  the 
King,  and,  with  their  Indian  allies,  assisted  in  taking  Mackinaw 
and  other  places,  during  the  war  of  1812-'l5.  During  that  cm- 
test,  the  few  Americans  that  resided  at  Green  Bay,  Mackinaw^ 
Chicago,  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  were  at  the  mercy  of  the  Bdrish^ 
and  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  Indians.  Some  were  takea 
prisoners  and  conveyed  to  Detroit;  some  made  captive  by  the 
Indians,  and  others  fell  by  the  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife.  The 
cruelties  practised  upoxi  the  whites  have  been  generally  and  in- 
discriminately charged  upon  the  Indians,  when  in  truth  they  were 
instigated  to  the  c6mmission  of  such  deeds  by  white  men,  the 
oflBcers  or  emissaries  of  the  English.  Perhaps  some  of  the  most 
diabolical  acts  were  committed  by  the  white  fiends  themselves.; 
for  instances  were  not  rare,  when  white  men  or  their  descendant© 
were  found  wearing  the  garb  and  wielding  the  weapons  of  the 
red  men,  the  better  to  conceal  themselves  from  the  Americans. 

At  the  termination  of  the  war,  formal  possession  was  taken  bj 
the  American  troops  of  the  North  West.  The  first  AmericaEi 
vessel,  laden  with  troops  and  military  supplies,  entered  Greem 
Bay,  and  finally  anchored  in  Fox  River,  opposite  where  Fort 
Howard  was  soon  after  established,  in  August  or  Septemher,  1816. 
They  were  piloted  from  Mackinaw  by  two  old  citizens  of  Browa 
county — AuGUSTiN  Geignon  and  Stanislaus  Chappin,  the  former 
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of  whom  is  still  living.  They  were  traders  and  residents  of  Gl'een'' 
Bay,  but  then  at  Mackinaw,  on  their  annual  visit  to  sell  their  pel- 
tries, and  obtain  supplies  for  the  trade  of  the  ensuing  winter. 
They  were  applied  to  by  Col.  Chambers,  the  commandirig  officer 
of  the  American  detachment,  to  pilot  the  vessels;  but  as  they  had 
their  own  boats  and  men  there,  they  declined,  as  it  would  be  a 
sacrilice  of  time,  and  be  attended  v/ith  risk  in  reaching  their  re- 
mote wintering  grounds,  or  trading  posts,  before  the  commence- 
ment of  winter.  But  these  objections  availed  nothing.  In  those 
days,  and  in  this  country,  the  will  of  the  military  commandant 
was  the  law  of  the  land.  Haviyg  refused  to  go  voluntarily,  they 
were  pressed  into  the  public  service,  and  safely  piloted  the  ves- 
sels into  the  waters  of  Fox  River. 

From  1816  to  1824,  a  period  of  eight  years,  although  Wiscon- 
'6in  and  a  part  of  Michigan  Territory  were  nominally  under  the 
protection  of  the  flag  of  the  Union,  yet  but  little  of  parental  care 
was  bestowed  upon  her  citizens  in  civil  life  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment.   The  rule  that  bore  sway  was  essentially  military.  'No 
courts  were  organized,  and  offenders  against  the  laws  were  either 
sent  from  remote  parts  of  the  settlement  to  Detroit  for  trial,  or 
perhaps  more  usually  suffered  to  escape  punishment.    The  civil 
code  was  limited,  and  but  sparingly  administered. ,  But  the  mili- 
tary code,  such  as  it  was,  more  than  supplied  the  deficiencies  of 
the  civil.    While  this  state  of  things  continued,  it  occasionally 
happened  that  some  military  genius,  possessed  of  more  tinsel  than 
discretion,  became  the  commanding  officer,  and  to  mark  the  era 
of  hib  reign,  would  exercise  his  "  little  brief  authority"  in  an  ar- 
bitrary manner,  and  thus  contrive  to  render  the  condition  of  the 
citizen  as  uncomfortable  as  possible.    Instances  of  high  handed 
oppression  and  injustice  were,  in  the  early  days  of  our  history, 
frequently  committed  by  some  military  martinet,  upon  the  per- 
sons, Jiberty  or  property  of  those  whom  they  were  sent  to  protect. 
A  few' such  cases  were  witnessed  by  myself. 

It  happened  that  some  thirty  years  ago,  a  gentleman  still  living 
in  this  State,  being  th jn  engaged  in  the  Indian  trade  near  Green 
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Bay,  became  obnoxious  to  a  Government  agent  who  Lad  the  au- 
thority to  grant  licenses  to  the  traders.  On  applying  for  a  license, 
as  usual,  the  trader  vv^as  refused,  on  the  alleged  ground,  that  he 
had  on  some  former  occasion,  violated  the  laws  of  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  Indians.  The  trader  therefore  hired  two  In- 
dians and  their  canoes,  and  started  for  a  distant  agency,  intending 
there  to  obtain  his  license,  and  return  for  his  goods.  After  pro- 
ceeding some  miles,  the  trader  was  overtaken  by  another  canoe, 
strongly  manned  and  armed,  having  on  board  the  United  States 
Indian  interpreter,  and  eight  or  nine  Indians.  The  interpreter 
stopped  the  trader,  and  ordered  him  to  go  on  board  of  the  armed 
canoe,  together  with  his  Indian  comrades.  This  he  refused  to  do, 
when  he  and  his  companions  were  seized,  and  forcibly  carried 
back  to  the  place  whence  they  started  a  few  hours  previously. 
They  were  all  landed  on  a  beach  near  the  Agency  House,  and  the 
trader  and  Indians  ordered  into  the  building.  The  trader  of 
course  refused  to  obey,  and  went  his  way  unmolested,  but  the 
poor,  innocent  Indians  fared  much  worse.  They  were  marched 
as  prisoners  to  the  garrison,  accompanied  by  the  interpreter,  with 
a  polite  note  from  the  agent,  requesting  the  commanding  officer 
to  give  each  a  dozen  lashes^  and  confine  them  in  the  guard-house 
until  further  orders.  This  request  was  promptly  complied  with, 
before  the  civil  authority  could  interpose  to  prevent  it.  I  need 
hardly  say,  that  great  excitement  prevailed,  and  much  indigna- 
tion was  manifested  at  this  cruel  and  arbitrary  exercise  of  unlaw- 
ful authority.  As  soon  as  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  could  be  ob- 
tained, the  poor  maltreated  Indians  were  released.*  But  unable 
to  comprehend  why  they  were  thus  punished,  they  fled  as  soon 

*  Those  poor  injured  red  men  must  have  felt  very  much  ag  Red  Jacket  did  when  retnrning'with  a 
group  of  lawyers  from  a  court  of  justice,  where  one  of  his  Seneca  brothers  had  just  been  sentenced  to 
imprisonment  for  life,  after  the  old  chief  had  eloquently  and  sturdily  plead  that  the  accused  might  be 
tried  and  punished  by  Indian  laws  and  usages — seeing  the  emblematical  represenlation  of  Liberty  and 
Justice  emblazoned  in  large  figures  and  characters  on  the  sign  of  a  printing  office,  the  old  chieftain 
stopped,  and  pointing  to  the  figure  of  Liberty, asked  in  broken  English — "  What — him — call?".  He  was 
answered,  "  Liberty."  "  Ugh  ! "  was  the  significant  and  truly  aboriginal  response.  Then  pointing  to 
the  other  figure,  he  inqnired—"  W Iiat— him— call  ?  "  He' was  answered,  Justice — to  which,  with  a 
kindling  eye,  he  instantly  replied,  by  asking—"  W here— 7nm— live— now  L.  C.  D. 
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m  tliey  were  set  at  liberty,  and  were  not  seen  at  the  place  of  their 
suffering  for  a  long  time  afterwards.  Civil  authority  being  then 
folly  established,  the  persons  who  so  grossly  violated  law,  and 
©atraged  every  feeling  of  humanity,  were  immediately  arrested, 
arod  required  to  give  bail  for  their  appearance  to  answer  the  com- 
plaint at  the  next  term  of  the  court ;  bat  before  the  time  for  trial, 
guilty  parties  were  very  willing  to  settle  the  matter  by  making 
reparation,  and  paying  the  Indians  handsome  smart  money. 

A  more  recent  affair  of  a  similar  character,  occurred  at  Green 
Bay,  when  two  citizens  were  arrested  by  the  sentinel  in  open  day, 
marched  by  the  guard  to  the  fort,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile, 
.'liharged  with  having  dared  to  land  on  the  fort  side  of  Fox  River, 
without  permission  from  the  commanding  officer.  In  this  instance, 
tlie  military  was  obliged  to  succumb  to  the  civil  authority.  The 
officer  by  whose  orders  the  parties  were  arrested,  was  prosecuted 
fm  the  outrage,  and  considered  himself  fortunate  to  escape  with 
n  fine. 

Manj^  other  instances  of  usurpation  of  authority,  although  not 
caa  record,  are  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Wisconsin, — such  as  demolishing  houses,  firing  into  vessels  or 
Iboats  attempting  to  pass  the  fort  without  stopping  to  report  to  the 
jBommandant.  As  late  as  1827,  your  speaker  and  the  Hon,  Jame? 
D.  Doty,  then  Judge  of  the  District,  were  on  our  return  from 
Mackinaw,  where  the  Judge  had  held  his  court;  we  were  in  a 
bark  canoe,  manned  by  Frenchmen  and  Indians,  and  entering 
Fox  Eiver,  we  arrived  opposite  Fort  Howard  about  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  while  steadily  pursuing  our  way  up  the  river 
to  our  homes,  we  were  hailed  by  the  sentinel,  who  was  stationed 
m  the  wharf,  and  ordered  ashore.  This  command  we  at  first  dis- 
regarded, and  ordered  our  men  to  go  on ;  but  they  became 
alarmed,  when  the  sentinel  deliberately  presented  and  cocked  his 
iDVisket,  at  the  same  time  threatening  to  fire  into  us  if  we  did  not 
immediately  go  ashore.  We  permitted  the  men  to  do  so,  and 
were  met  at  the  wharf  by  the  officer  of  the  day,  of  whom  we  in- 
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quired  when  war  had  been  declared  ?  He  rather  sheepishly  re> 
plied,  that  it  was  a  standing  order  of  the  post  that  no  boat  or 
vessel  should  be  permitted  to  pass  without  reporting. 

These  incidents  in  the  early  history  of  our  State  are  not  alluded 
to  for  the  purpose  of  injuring  the  feelings  of  any  of  the  actors  in 
them,  if  any  are  still  living;  but  to  show  the  privations  and  hard- 
ships experienced  by  the  early  settlers ;  and  to  exhibit  in  their 
true  forms,  the  inefficiency  of  the  protection  afforded  by  the 
General  Government,  and  the  proneness  of  military  men,  when 
exercising  the  supreme  authority,  to  become  tyrannical  and  op- 
pressive. 

I  have  remarked  that  during  the  period  of  eight  years  prior  to 
1824,  the  country  was  principally  subject  to  military  rule.  It  was 
not,  however,  entirely  so,  as  there  was  a  species  oi  civil  authority 
exercised  in  parts  of  the  country  where  there  were  white  inhabi- 
tants, and  which,  in  many  respects,  was  quite  unique  and  amusing. 
I  will  allude  to  one  or  two  cases  that  occurred  in  that  part  of  the 
State  where  I  have  long  resided,  and  with  which  I  have  become 
acquainted.  All  who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  early  settlement 
of  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  have  heard  of  the  venerable 
Judge  Reaume,  who  resided  for  many  years  at  Green  Bay,  and 
died  near  there  over  thirty  years  ago.  A  relic  *  of  this  venerable 
functionary  is  preserved  among  the  collections  of  your  Society. 
"Where  the  Judge  came  from,  is  not  very  well  known,  and  whence 
he  derived  his  authority  is  a  matter  likewise  involved  in  uncer- 
tainty ;  but  it  is  a  well  established  fact,  that  he  exercised  the 
functions  of  a  Judge  or  Justice  for  a  long  period.  When  he  first 
assumed  the  robes  of  office,  he  probably  received  his  authority 
from  some  commanding  officer  or  governor.  His  judicial  career 
commenced  before  the  war  of  1812,  and  probably  continued  until 
near  the  time  of  his  decease.  This  exercise  of  authority  seems 
to  have  been  tacitly  acquiesced  in  by  all.    It  has  never  been  as- 


*  Hifl  scarlet  coat  or  court  dress,  faced  with  white  silk,  and  bedecked  with  spangled  buttons,  in  which 
be  appeared  in  all  public  occasions.  L.  C.  D. 


88 


certained  that  the  Judge  received  a  renewal  of  his  first  appoint- 
ment from  any  governor  in  Michigan  or  elsewhere ;  but  he  could 
not  be  termed  an  usurper,  as  there  appears  to  have  existed  no  op- 
position to  his  judicial  acts,  but  on  the  contrary,  a  quiet  submission 
to  his  authority,  and  a  ready  acquiescence  in  his  quaint  and  odd 
decisions. 

Many  amusing  anecdotes  are  told  of  the  Judge,  and  of  the  na- 
ture of  his  judgments.  One,  which  was  related  to  me  by  a  friend 
now  deceased,  who  on  the  occasion  was  chosen  defendant,  will 
serve  to  illustrate  the  primitive  judicial  decisions  in  Wisconsin. 
My  friend  was  sued  by  a  Frenchman  on  an  account,  and  sum- 
moned to  appear  before  Judge  Khaume.  The  summons  was 
returnable  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  but  the  defendant  forgot  the  hour, 
i^our  o'cl(^k  arrived,  when  he  bethought  himself  of  his  remissness. 
He  immediately  repaired  to  the  Hall  of  Justice,  first  taking  the 
precaution,  however,  to  slip  into  his  over  coat  pocket  a  bottle  of 
good  old  whiskey.  On  entering  the  presence  chamber,  he  found 
the  cause  decided  against  him — the  plain tilff  exultant  in  his  suc- 
cess— the  Judge  rigid  and  dignified.  The  defendant  had  defied 
his  authority  and  disabeyed  his  mandate.  In  vain  did  my  friend 
attempt  to  thaw  the  ice  of  the  Judge's  cold  reserve,  and  obtain  a 
re-hearing.  Failing  in  all  these,  efforts,  the  defendant  rose  from 
his  seat,  and  approaching  the  door  of  an  inner  apartment,  invited 
the  Judge  to  follow.  This  he  did  reluctantly.  "When  safely  out 
of  sight  of  the  other  party,  the  defendant  slowly  drew  from  his 
pocket  the  aforesaid  black  bottle,  and  placed  it  on  the  table,  where 
were  already  glasses  and  water.  The  stern  features  of  the  Judge 
suddenly  relaxed.  It  was  an  easy  matter  to  prevail  upon  him  to 
taste  the  tempting  beverage;  it  was  indeed  so  good,  that  he  re- 
peated the  dose,  and  like  many  other  great  men  bef  ire  him,  he 
lost  his  resentment  in  his  love  for  good  liquor.  The  Judge  and 
the  defendant  soon  re-entered  the  Justice  Hall,  and  the  plaintiff, 
who  was  still  present,  ^\as  required  to  appear,  when  he  was  in- 
formed chat  the  court  had  decided  to  grant  a  re-hearing  of  the 
case.    This  was  accordingly  done,  and  after  a  brief  examination, 
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the  former  judgment  was  reversed,  and  entered  against  the  plain- 
tiff. The  latter  remonstrated  in  vain,  stoutly  contending  that  the 
Judge  had  already  decided  the  cause  in  his  favor.  All  was  cut 
short  b}''  the  Judge  declaring,  that  "  his  first  decision  was  only 
that  the  plaintiff  should  win  for  to  lose !  "  I  am  not  positive 
whether  it  was  on  this  or  some  other  occasion  that  the  Judge 
further  ordered,  that  the  losing  party  should  work  three  days  on 
his  farm,  and  the  constahle  pay  the  costs  !  Upon  the  whole,  the 
administration  of  justice  by  the  venerable  Judge  was  mild  and 
lenient.  IsTo  cruel  or  oppressive  punishments  were  inflicted,  and 
in  the  whole  course  of  his  career,  it  is  not  alleged  that  he  ever 
exercised  that  prerogative  of  judicial  power  so  abhorrent  to  the 
feelings  of  modern  reformers  and  and  philanthropists,  the  infliction 
of  the  death  penalty. 

I  will  relate  one  other  early  judicial  decision,  which  came  with- 
in my  own  knowledge.  It  was  made  by  an  old  pioneer  settler,  a 
Frenchman,  who  in  character  and  manners  was  a  perfect  gentle- 
man, but  was  better  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  honesty  and 
fair  dealing,  than  with  the  subtleties  and  technicalities  of  the  law. 
Most  of  you  are  doubtless  aware,  that  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  for  the  government  of  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
vice, it  is  provided  that  "  no  person  who  has  been  enlisted  as  a 
soldier,  shall  be  liable  to  arrest  or  imprisonment  for  any  debt  con- 
tracted by  him  during  the  term  of  his  enlistment."  At  all  mili- 
tary posts,  soldiers  were  in  the  habit  of  contracting  debts  with 
citizen  traders  who  would  give  them  credit.  A  large  proportion 
of  these  debts  were  lost,  for  in  addition  to  his  inability  to  pay,  the 
soldier  was  often  aided  by  his  officers  in  cheating  his  creditors. 
There  was  some  excuse  for  this  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  as  their 
men  were  often  found  intoxicated  in  the  shops  and  groceries,  and 
not  un frequently  sold  their  clothing  and  military  accoutrements 
to  obtain  liquor^.    The  officers  would,  therefore,  aid  the  soldier  to 

*Their  thirst  for  rum  led  them  sometimes  even  to  attempt  to  steal  from  or  plunder  the  Indians  to  obtain 
it.  It  is  stated  in  the  Detroit  Gazette,  Feb.  15. 1822,  that  not  long  previously  one  soldier  was  killed  at 
Green  Bay  and  another  at  the  same'time  wounded,  by  an  Indian  \r"oman,  in  order  to  save  her  keg  of 
■whiskey  which  thej  were  endeavoring  to  wrest  from  her.  L.  C.  D. 
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evad^  the  payment  of  his  debt8,'by  granting  him  leave  of  absence 
for  the  few  closing  days  of  his  term  of  service,  so  that  if  arrested 
for  debt  before  he  left  the  post,  he  could  still  avail  himself  of  his 
enlistment  as  a  bar  to  collection. 

It  happened  that  on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer  had  contracted  a  considerable  debt  with  a  trader, 
which  he  refused  to  pay.  Some  days  before  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  service,  he  applied  to  his  officer  for  a  furlough  for  his  un- 
expired time,  which  was  granted ;  and  shielded  by  this,  with  his 
regular  discharge,  he  left  the  garrison,  defied  his  creditors,  and 
was  about  to  leave  the  country  forever.  In  those  days,  it  was 
lawful  to  arrest  dishonest  debtors,  and  imprison  them  until  they 
paid  their  debts,  or  were  otherwise  discharged.  The  creditor  ap- 
plied to  riiy  old  friend,  who  was  a  Justice,  for  a  warrant ;  it  was 
granted,  and  the  soldier  was  arrested,  and  brought  before  the 
magistrate.  The  accused  readily  admitted  the  justness  of  the 
debt,  but  plead  the  law  of  the  United  States,  which  protected  him 
as  a  soldier  from  arrest.  After  patiently  hearing  his  defence,  the 
Justice  proceeded  to  give  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for 
his  debt  and  costs.  The  plaintiff  immediately  demanded  execu- 
tion against  the  body  of  the  defendant.  This  too  was  granted. 
The  soldier  remonstrated  with  the  Justice,  saying  he  was  a  sol- 
dier of  the  United  States'  army,  and  as  such  was  exempted  by 
law  from  arrest  for  debt,  and  concluded  by  assuring  the  Justice 
that  "  he  did  not  understand  him."  The  phlegmatic  Justice,  who 
did  not  speak  very  plain  English,  thus  emphatically  explained  his 
meaning—'^  You-do-go-to-de-jail,and-stdy-there-until~you-jpay 
-de-deht^  a7id-you-will-undeTstand-me-very-well The  result 
was  that  the  defendant  rather  than  go  to  the  place  named,  pulled 
out  his  purse,  paid  his  debt,  and  went  on  his  way,  though  probably 
not  rejoicing.  The  upright  old  magistrate  could  not  understand 
the  reasoning,  that  wliile  an  honest  citizen  paid  his  just  debts. 
Uncle  Sam's  hard  cases  should  go  scot  free. 

It  was  not  till  1824,  that  the  civil  code  and  civil  authority 
could  be  considered  fairly  established  in  tjiis  part  of  the  North 
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West.  At  the  session  of  18S3-'24:,  Congress  passed  a  law  for  or- 
ganizing an  additional  judicial  district  in  the  then  territory  of 
Michigan,  comprising  the  counties  of  Mackinaw,  Brown  and 
Crawford,  and  the  Hon.  James  D.  Doty  was  appointed  judge, 
the  duties  of  which  office  he  continued  to  discharge  until  1832. 
The  establishment  of  regularly  organized  courts  may  be  consid- 
ered a  new  era  in  our  history,  for  it  was  ,then  for  the  first  time, 
that  the  citizen  regarded  himself  as  really  under  the  protecting 
arm  of  the  law,  and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  liberty  and  < 
property.  Yet  it  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note,  that  this  innovation  on 
the  primitive  rights  of  the  old  settlers,  was  viewed  by  them  with 
great  jealousy.  They  looked  upon  it  as  a  violation  of  their 
Magna  Charta — a  serious  infringement  on  their  long  established 
customs  ;  and  they  heartily  wished  the  court,  and  (perhaps  with 
better  reason)  the  lawyers  too,  anywhere  but  amongst  themselves. 

The  advance  and  improvement  of  the  country  was  slow  but 
sure.  For  a  few  years  its  history  was  monotonous,  exhibiting  but 
little  of  interest  or  importance — occasionally  presenting  an  Indian 
murder,  or  rumors  of  wars  or  hostile  designs.  Thus  it  continued 
until  about  1827,  when  the  region  of  country  bordering  on  the 
Mississippi  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  known  as  the  Lead  Mines,  be- 
gan to  attract  attention.  In  a  short  time  this  whole  district  was 
over-run,  and  swarmed  with  enterprising  western  explorers.  The 
occupation  of  the  country  by  the  whites,  as  might  have  been 
foreseen,  led  to  the  Indian  wars  that  followed.  At  first  the  diffi- 
culties were  confined  to  occasional  out-breaks,  and  single  acts  of 
violence.  But  all  who  knew  the  Indian  character,  were  weii  con- 
vinced that  a  general  rising  of  the  tribes  would  soon  follow  the 
forcible  possession  taken  by  the  white  adventurers.  The  title  of 
the  Indians  to  that  part  of  the  country  had  not  yet  been  'extin- 
guished'^' ;  and  the  land  was  owned,  or  claimed  by  the  Sauks, 

*  Perhaps  it  would  be  safer  to  say,  that  the  Indians  did  not  acknowledge  it.  At  St.  Louia,  in  1804,  five 
Indians  representing  themselves  as  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  united  Sauks  and  Foxes,  concluded  a 
treaty  with  Gov.  Wm.  H.  Harbison,  ceding  to  the  United  States  nearly  the  whole  of  the  present  State 
of  Wisconsin,  lying  south  of  the  Wisconsin  River,  and  west  of  the  Fox  River  ;  also  a  great  portion  of 
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Foxes,  Pottawattamies,  among  the  most  numerous  and  unfriendly 
tribes  of  the  l^orth-West.  The  General  Government  foresaw  the 
consequences  likely  to  ensue,  but  either  from  supineness,  or  per- 
haps owing  to  the  small  and  inefficient  military  force  of  the  coun- 
try, no  adequate  measures  were  adopted  to  prevent  an  open  rupt- 
ure. The  Black  Hawk  war  of  1832  ensued,  which  spread  alarm 
and  consternation  throughout  the  extended  and  sparsely  populated 
settlements.  The  history  of  this  war,  and  its  speedy  termination, 
are  events  of  too  recent  date  to  require  more  thkn  a  passing  n  otice. 
With  all  its  evils  and  calamities,  this  unhappy  contest  was  not 
without  its  corresponding  benefics  and  advantages  It  brought 
prominently  into  notice  large  portions  ot  our  State  hitherto  unex- 
plored, made  known  its  natural  resources,  and  proved  the  precur- 
sor to  the  rapid  settlement  of  the  country  ;  and,  moreover,  called 
the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  Korth  West,  and  led  to 
the  speedy  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  soil. 

In  short,  from  the  year  1832,  we  may  date  the  commencement 
of  our  prosperity,  and  from  that  period  until  l^^G,  when  Wiscon- 
sin was  organized  as  a  Territory,  her  prosperity  and  improvement 
continued  with  a  steady  space.  The  short  space  which  elapsed 
between  her  Territorial  organization  and  her  admission  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Confederacy — twelve  years,  was  characterized  by  rapid 
and  almost  incredible  changes,  and  this  not  only  in  the  increase 
of  population,  but  in  the  development  of  her  many  natural  advan- 

Northcrn  niioois,  and  considerable  portions  of  the  States  of  iowa  and  Missouri.  The  consideration  for 
this  large  tract  of  country,  eirbracing,  it  is  said,  more  than  fifty-one  millions  of  acres,  was  excetdinglj 
small— goods  in  hand  to  the  amount  of  $2,254  50,  and  a  yearly  annuity  of  $1000,  of  which  $6u0  was  (or 
the  Sauks,  and  $400  for  the  Foxes,  to  be  paid  in  goods  valued  at  first  cost.  This  treaty  was  ratified  and 
confirmed  by  a  subsequent  treaty,  in  1816,  when  Govs.  Clark  and  Edwards,  and  Col.  Choutkau  were 
the  commissioners,  and  Black  Hawk  was  one  of  the  signers.  But  Black  Hawk  subsequently  denied 
the  validity  of  the  treaty  of  1804,  when  at  least  three  of  the  five  chiefs  who  signed  it  figured  promi- 
nently in  behalf  of  their  tribes  at  several  treaties  held  afterwards  ;  and  it  should  be  added,  that  Black 
Hawk  alleged  that  he  was  ignorant  of  what  he  was  doing  when  he  signed  the  confirmatory  trt  aty  of 
1816.  We  must  say,  that  we  believe  Black  Hawk  to  have  been  too  ehrewd  and  cautious  to  act  igno- 
rantly  in  a  matter  of  so  great  importance,  and  particularly  if,  as  he  subsequently  represented,  his  people 
had  been  over-reached  by  the  whites,  at  the  prior  treaty  ot  1804  ;  and  we  cannot  believe,  that  men  so 
honorable  as  the  comnjissioners  would  have  deceived  Black  Hawk  and  his  people.— See  Indian  Trea- 
ties ;  SiiiTn's  Wisconsin,  I— 227,  228,  408  ;  Black  Hawk's  Autobiography  :  Drake's  Black  Hawk; 
Dawson's  Memoirs  of  Harrtsox  ;  "Wis.  Hist.  Soc.  Colls.  1—98.  C.  D. 
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tageSj'the^cultivatioTi  of  the  spil,|the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and 
the  introduction  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  until  we  now  see  her  vie 
with  her  sister  states,  with  every  prospect  of  speedily  becoming 
one  among  the  richest  and  most  populous  in  the  Union. 

A  comparison  of  the  present  condition  of  our  State  with  its  con- 
dition ^thirty  years  ago,  will  pi*ove  interesting,  and  fill  the  mind 
with  wonder  and  admiration.  Let  me  first  revert  to  the  appear- 
ance of  the  country.  In  1824,  when  I  became  a  resident  of  Wis- 
consin, there  were  but  two  small  white  settlements  within  the 
present  limits  of  the  State,  and  they  situated  nearly  at  its  extreme 
points— hainely.  Green' Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien.*  The  former, 
besides  the  garrison  of  United  States'  troops,  had  a  population  of 
whites' and  those  of  mixed  blood  amounting  to  about  six  hundred; 
while  the  latter  was  still  more  limited  in  point  of  numbers.  Wis- 
consin now  contains  about  600,000  people.  The  country  was 
then  one  unbroken  forest,  or  boundless  waste  of  prairie,  possessing, 
it  is  trti^j' the  beauties  of  nature  jn  their  most  enchanting  forms, 
but  uncultivated  and  unadorned  by  the  hand  of  man.  ISTow  how 
changed  the  scene  !  The  silent  forests  and  boundless  wastes  have 
been  converted  intogjities,  towns  and  settlements,  and  throughout 
its  whole  extent,  the  country  now  presents  a  picture  of  prosperity 
and  improvement  rarely  ec[ualled,  and  never  surpassed,  on  this 
Continent.  At  that  time,  no  roads  or  public  highways,  save  the 
navigable  waters,  or  the  blind  Indian  trail,  traversed  the  country. 
The  travefer  Had  no  choice  in  his  mode  of  transit  from  place  to 
place'J  no  public  means  of  conveyance  from  which  he  might  se- 
lect the  most  expeditious  or  agreeable.  His  only  alternative  was, 
to  travel  on  foot  through  the  forest,  or  pursue  his  voyage  in  the 

*  If  we  except  the  ancient  settlement  at  La  Pointe,  on  Lake  Superior — which  was,  indeed,  so  far  sep- 
arated from  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien  as  to  have  no  intercourse  whatever  with  them,  and  its 
associatio us  and  connections  must  have  been  confined  almost  exclusively  with  Mackinaw.  It  would 
seem  that  Father  Me\ard  visited  La  Pointe  as  early  as  1S60.  A  French  post  was  maintained  there  in 
1726,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  1st  vol.  CoUs.  Wis  Hist,  Soc,  p.  22.  It  is  remarked  in  Owen's 
Geological  Survey,  that  La  Points  was  originally  selected  by  the  adventurous  traders  of  the  North-West 
Fur  Company,  as  the  most  eligible  site  for  a  depot  and  trading-post  in  the  North-West  Territory  ;  and 
was,  for  a  long  time,  their  principal  rendezrous,  and  the  centre  of  their  extensive  and  wide-spread 
•perations,  L.  C.  Di 
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frail  bark  canoe.  What  a  change  has  since  transpired !  Now  the 
iron  horse  traverses  the  land  in  all  directions ;  the  noble  steamer 
plows  through  the  streams  and  lakes  ;  and  a  journey  that  then  oc- 
cupied from  six  to  ten  days  of  toilsome  labor,  hazard  and  fatigue, 
is  now  performed  in  safety  and  comfort  within  as  many  hours. 

At  that  period  the  United  States'  mails  were  conveyed,  during 
the  season  of  navigation,  by  the  irregular  and  tardy  conveyance 
of  sail  vessels,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  were  oftentimes 
for  weeks  or  months  without  intelligence  of  what  was  passing  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  from  which  they  were  completely  isola- 
ted. During  the  winter,  the  mail  was  carried  on  a  man's  back, 
through  the  trackless  wilderness,  between  Green  Bay  and  Chica- 
go, a  distance  of  about  two  hundred  miles,  once  a  month.  This 
privilege  was  purchased,  partly  by  voluntary  contributions  of  the 
citizens,  and  an  allowance  from  the  U.  S.  Quarter  Master's  De- 
partment, and  the  military  post  fund  at  Yort  Howard.  The 
Government  at  Washington  found  it  would  not  pay  to  establish  a 
mail  route,  or  defray  the  expenses  (5f  carrying  the  mail,  and  de- 
creed, no  doubt  wisely,  that  no  expenditure  could  be  made  by  the 
Post  Office  Department  for  that  purpose,  exceeding  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  the  mail  matter.  In  those  days,  the  arMval  of  the  mail 
was  looked  forward  to  with  anxiety  and  impatience,  and  if  for 
any  cause,  the  arrival  was  delayed  beyond  its  usual  time,  the  car- 
rier was  supposed  to  have  fallen  a  victim  to  starvation,  or  been 
detained  by  Indians,  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  country  through 
which  he  had  to  pass.  Now  there  are  but  few  settlements  in  our 
State  where  the  daily  or  tri- weekly  mail  does  not  penetrate. 

Then  the  whol^  commerce  of  the  country  was  carried  on  by 
means  of  a  few  sail  vessels,  of  less  than  one  hundred  tons  burthen. 
The  first  steamer  ploughed  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  in  1822.* 

*  It  was  a  year  earlier.  The  pioneer  Bteamer  Walk-in-the-  Water,  made  her  first  trip  to  Mackinaw  In 
the  summer  of  1819,  transporting  supplies  to  the  troops  stationed  there,  and  made  two  trips  there  in 
1820  ;  on  the  Slst  o{  July,  1821,  she  left  Detroit  lor  Mackinaw  and  Green  Bay,  with  200  passengera  and  a 
large  cargo— among  the  passengers  were  the  Rev.  Eli&xzER  Williams,  then  making  hiB  first  trip  to 
Green  Bay,  and  Maj.  Chables  luRRABESt  the  father  ot  Hon.  Cbajoss  E.  Larbabs^  of  Horlcon.  It 
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For  several  succeeding  years,  one  trip  was  made  annually,  and 
very  rarely  a  second  one  ;  vessels  upward  bound  were  generally 
freighted,  but  seldom  returned  with  a  cargo.  Our  lakes  and  riv- 
ers are  now  covered  with  steam  and  sail  vessels  of  the  largest 
class  and  finest  construction,  freighted  with  valuable  cargoes,  and 
people  from  every  clime.  Then  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
the  Government  troops,  and  to  some  extent,  the  Indians,  were 
solely  dependent  upon  adjoining  States  for  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and  the  means  of  subsistence.  Nearly  all  kinds  of  provisions 
were  then  brought  from  Ohio,  or  other  Western  States,  for  little 
beyond  the  necessary  supplies  of  vegetables  was  raised  in  the 
country.  At  the  present  period,  Wisconsin  not  only  sends  her 
surplus  produce  from  her  teeming  granaries  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciencies of  sister  States,  ])ut  annually  exports  millions  in  value 
to  remote  parts  of  the  Old  World,  to  feed  the  starving  poor,  and 
provide  for  the  wants  of  the  wealthy. 

Wisconsin  formed,  at  that  period,  in  name  but  scarcely  in  affin- 
ity, a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  The  laws  then  in  force 
were  crude  and  ill-devised,  some  of  which  were  really  disgraceful 
to  those  who  enacted  them — such,  for  instance,  2iS>  public  whipping^ 
and  selling  the  offender  into  servitude  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
three  months,  simply  for  the  commission  of  mere  petty  ofi'ences. 
These  laws  were  enacted  by  a  Legislative  Board,  consisting  of  the 
Governor  and  Judges  of  the  Territory,  who  received  their  appoint- 
ment from  the  General  Government,  and  were  in  no  way  amena- 

was  the  Tsoast  of  the  Detroit  Gazette,  that  the  Walk-in-the-W ater  made  this  trip,  of  about  1200  miles 
sailing,  and  returned  to  Detroit  in  thirteen  days.  She  was  unfortunately  wrecked  on  the  beach  near 
Buflfalo  in  November  following.  The  new  steamer  Superior  took  her  place  the  next  season,  and  made 
one  trip  to  Mackinaw,  and  another  -ft)  Saut  de  Ste.  Marie,  during  the  summer  of  1822.  These  dates  and 
lacts  we  derive  from  a  valuable  file  of  the  Detroit  Gazette,  presented  to  our  Historical  Society  by  Hon. 
James  D.  Doty.  It  is  stated  in  the  pamphlet  work  of  James  L.  Barton  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Lake  Com- 
merce, that  «*  in  1826  or  1827,  the  majestic  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  were  first  ploughed  by  steam,  [erro- 
neous,  as  we  see,  as  to  being  the  first.]— a  boat  having  that  year  made  an  excursion  with  a  pleasure 
party  to  Green  Bay.  These  pleasure  excursions  were  annually  made,  by  two  or  three  boats,  until  the 
year  1832. "  In  this  year,  four  steamboats  were  chartered  to  transport  Gen.  Scott's  troops  and  supplies, 
and  made  their  first  appearance  at  Chicago  ;  but,  in  1832,  no  steamboat  visited  Green  Bay.  In  1833,  two 
steamboat  trips  were  made  to  Chicago,  and  one  to  Green  Bay  ;  and  in  1834  two  trips  were  made  to  Green 
Baj,  and  three  to  Chicago.  Such  was  the  advent  of  steamers  upon  liake  Michigan.  L.  C.  D. 
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bie  to  the  people  who  were  to  be  governed  by  these  enactments. 
Many  amusing  anecdotes  were  told  of  the  manner  in  which  laws 
were  sometimes  passed  by  this  sage  body.  It  happened  that  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Board  were -not  always  on  the  most 
friendly  terms  Vv'ith  eacli  other.  A  law  which  one  would  api)rove, 
another  would  oppose  from  the  very  spirit  of  opposition.  A 
gentleman  of  the  bar,  for  instance,  might  wish  to  get  a  law  passed 
to  meet  some  particular  emergency ;  and  it  required  not  a  littl^ 
management  to  get  the  legal  number  of  signatures  to  give  it  force. 
An  examination  of  the  old  statutes  enacted  by  this  b(jdy,  will 
show  that  sev^eral  of  them  which  passed  at  the  same  sitting,  ])ear 
only  the  requisite  number,  but  not  the  same  names.  But  what  a 
change  thirty  years  have  wrought!  The  whipping-post  iand  sel- 
ling white  men  into  servitude  are  now  unknown ;  and  with  a 
more  enlightened  people,  better  laws  have  followed. 

Such  was  Wisconsin  of  the  past,  and  such  is  she  at  preseqt. 
But  her  future  destiny — what  is  that  to  be  ?  She  possesses  a  fer- 
tile soil — an  extended  territory — inland  seas  on  the  North  and 
East,  and  a  noble  navigable  river  on  the  West ;  watered  by  pure 
and  everlasting  fountains,  lakes  and  streams,  affording  water  pow- 
er illimitable  and  unsurpassed — covered  with  immense  forests  of 
pine  and  other  valuable  timber — enriched  with  inexhaustible  mines 
of  copper,  lead  and  iron  ;  and  above  all  other  earthly  blessings, 
possessing  a  climate  as  sulubrious  as  any  on  the  Continent.  With 
all  these  advantages,  is  it  unreasonable  to  predict,  that  Wisconsm 
is  destined  to  become  among  the  richest  and  most  populous  States 
in  this  vast  Eepublic  ? 

4f  -«v  vv  4f  -A-  -X-  w  7(- 

To-day  is  the  seventh  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  this 
Society.  I  was  prepared  to  find  that  it  had  greatly  increased 
within  the  past  two  years  in  its  collections  of  books,  pamphlets, 
newspaper  files,  manuscripts,  narratives,  and  its  means  of  useful- 
ness. But  until  my  present  visit,  I  had  no  correct  conception  of 
its  rapid  progress  and  prosperity.  It  has  now  become  creditable 
to  the  State,  and  richly  deserves  the  countenance  and  patronage 
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of  all  our  citizens,  and  the  fostering  care  of  the  State  government. 
To  all  I  most  heartily  commend  it,  not  doubting  but  that,  in  this 
enlightened  age,  and  among  a  people  so  generally  intelligent,  it 
will  meet  the  encouragement,  and  receive  the  favur,  which  so 
useful  an  institution  so  justly  merits. 

I  must  beg,  in  conclusion,  to  return  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  Society,  and  more  particularly  to  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  for  the  honor  il^y  have  done  me  by  invi- 
ting me  to  deliver  their  Annual  Address.  I  must  regard  this  as 
a  courtesy  extended  to  the  old  pioneers,  by  selecting  one  of  their 
number  for  so  honorable  a  position.  I  cannot  but  feel,  that  many 
better  qualified  for  the  task  could  have  been  selected.  I  have, 
however,  done  the  best  I  could  under  the  circumstances,  and  could 
wish  that  the  offering  were  more  worthy  of  the  occasion.  Without 
stopping  to  apoL)gize  for  its  imperfections,  or  to  express  my  deep 
regret  that  time  is  not  permitted  me  for  revision  or  correction, 
permit  me  to  tender  you  all  the  anxious  wi^h  of  my  heart,  that 
many  a  returning  anniversary  will  continue  to  exhibit  the  same 
unabated  interest,  prosperity  and  usefulness  that  have  thus  far 
characteiized  the  brief  yet  brilliant  career  of  the  State  HisTOjRioAL 
Society  of  Wisconsin  ! 
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APPENDIX  No.  6. 


EAELY  TIMES  AND  EVENTS  IN  WISCONSIN. 

BY  HON.  JAMES  H.  LOCKWOOD,  OF  PRAIRIE  DU  OHIEN. 

At  the  request  of  tbe  Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society, 
throi^gh  their  Curresponding  Secretary,  I  shall  attempt  to  give 
some  reminiscences  of  the  early  history  of  W.'sconsin,  and  more 
especially  of  the  western  portion  of  it.  I  feel  mnch  distrust  in 
my  ability  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  as  writing  .fur  the  public 
eye  has  never  been,  thus  far  in  life,  any  part  of  my  employment 
or  ambition  ;  and  yet,  in  ray  unpretending  way,  I  feel  willing  to 
contribute  my  reminiscences  of  early  times  for  the  archives  of  a 
Society  which  I  regard  as  having  commenced,  with  commenda- 
ble zeal,  a  noble  and  important  work.  Very  likely  I  may  appear 
egotistical  in  many  instances,  and  too  prolix  in  others ;  but  the 
discViminating  reader  can  make  all  due  allowances,  and  the  future 
historian  can  sift  the  wheat  from  the  chaff. 

I  was  born  in  the  town  of  Peru,  Clinton  county,  N  Y.,  Dec.  7th, 
1793 — and  as  the  sequel  will  show,  I  have  lived  in  the  woods  the 
most  of  my  days.  My  father  was  a  farmer,  to  which  occupation  I 
was  raised  until  past  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  When  I  was  be- 
tween two  and  three  years  old,  ray  father's  house  in  Peru  took 
fire,  and  almost  every  thing  he  possessed  of  a  moveable  character, 
was  consumed.  He  sold  his  farm,  and  about  this  period  remcfved 
to  the  town  of  Jay,  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Essex,  where  he 
owned  or  obtained  land.  Here  he  made  improvements,  and  had 
good  buildings,  an  orchar.l,  and  every  thing  comfortable  about 
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him,  when,  about  1803,  he  got  the  Ohio  fever.  He  sold  his  farm 
at  a  great  sacrifice ;  but  before  he  collected  the  money  for  it,  he 
•met  a  gentleman  who  had  just  returned  from  Ohio,  who  stated 
that  though  lands  were  cheap,  and  they  could  raise  large  crops  of 
grain  and  flocks  of  cattle  with  little  labor,  yet  many  of  the  settlers 
were  obliged  to  go  twenty  or  thirty  miles  to  mill,  and  there  was 
no  market  for  their  fine  cattle  and  rich  harvests,  and  that  a  farmer 
with  a  comfortable  home  was  better  off  in  the  cold  and  unproduc- 
tive region  of  Northern  New  York,  than  in  the  fertile  plains  of 
Ohio  without  a  market.  These  considerations  dissuaded  my 
father  from  removing  to  Ohio,  and,  in  March,  1805,  he  settled  in 
Champlain,  Clinton  ounty,  N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased  a  farmj 
with  a  log  dwelling  and  forty  acres  of  improvement. 

Living  thus  on  the  frontiers,  and  removing  from  place  to  place, 
my  educational  advantages  were  very  limited.  But  after  moving 
to  Champlain,  the  nearest  school  was  at  the  village  of  Chazy,  two 
and  a  half  miles  distant,  whither  I  went  pretty  regularly  for  two 
or  three  winters.  In  that  day  and  in  a  new  country,  to  be  able 
to  read,  write,  and  cypher  as  far  as  the  Rule  of  Three,  was  con- 
sidered sufficient  qualifications  to  teach  a  common  school.  I  was 
ambitious  to  obtain  a  good  education,  and  relaxed  no  efforts  to  be 
punctual  in  my  attendance,  although  the  distance  was  great,  and 
traveling  through  the  deep  snow  was  often  very  laborious.  I  read 
with  avidity  every  book  that  chance  threw  in  my  way,  or  which 
I  could  obtain  by  borrowing  in  the  neighborhood. 

In  the  summer  of  1808,  I  boarded  at  Champlain  Tillage,  and 
attended  the  school  taught  by  the  late  Dr.  William  Beaumont, 
who  was  then  a  student  of  medicine.  Under  his  tuition  I  greatly 
improved  myself  in  grammar,  geography,  &c.,  but  at  that  early 
day  I  never  saw  a  school  atlas.  Opportunities  for  attending  better 
schools  increased,  and  I  continued  alternately  on  the  farm  and  at 
^  school  until  I  was  between  sixteen  and  seventeen  years  of  age, 
when  I  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  law.  I,  however,  concluded, 
that  from  deficient  early  education  and  my  native  diffidence,  I 
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should  never  make  a  great  lawyer,  and  my  ambition  protesting 
against  a  second  or  third  rate  position,  I  abandoned  the  law  as  I 
then  supposed,  forever,  and  sought  and  obtained  a  situation  as  a 
merchant's  clerk. 

The  merchant  who  employed  me,  became  the  sutler  to  the 
Light  Artillery  Regii^ient,  then  commanded  by  Col.  Wm.  Fen- 
wick,  and  formed  a  part  (  f  G^n.  Izard's  army.  This  force  com- 
menced its  march  from  Plattsbargh  to  the  West,  in  August,  1814; 
-and  my  employer  having  some  business  to  transact  in  Phittsburgh, 
before  his  departure,  sent  me  on  to  attend  to  the  sutling  business, 
and  I  continued  with  the  regiment  until  the  campaign  on  the 
Niagara  was  over,  and  the  troops  retired  into  winter-quarters  near 
Buffalo.  In  November  my  employer  arrived,  and  taking  offense 
at  some  of  his  acts,  I  demanded  a  settlement,  and  left  him.  I 
then  engaged  myself  to  a  man  named  Fuller,  sutler  for  Maj. 
Ball's  two  companies  of  dragoons,  then  cantoned  near  Avon,  N. 
Y.,  on  the  Genesee  river,  where  I  remained  doing  little  or 
nothing  during  the  winter,  as  the  dragoons,  for  some  reason,  were 
not  paid  off. 

In  April,  1815,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  late  Lewis  Rouse* 
of  Green  Bay,  a  townsman  of  mi.ne,  dated  at  Buffalo,  stating  that 
he  had  obtained  the  sutling  of  the  Consolidated  Rifle  Regiment, 
and  desired  my  assistance.  Having  no  need  of  my^  sei  vices,  I 
left  Mr.  Fuller,  and  repaired  to  Buffalo,  and  the  stage  which 
conveyed  me  carried  flying  colors  announcing  the  news  of  peace. 

Tliose  of  the  troops  enlisted  for  the  war,  were  now  discharged, 
and  tho?e  enlisted  for  Ave  years  retained  ;  of  the  latter  was  the 
Rifle  Regiment,  then  understood  to  have  been  ordered  to  Detroit^ 
As  I  had  conducted  Mr.  Rousk's  busmess  principally,  he  wished 

•  Judge  Rouse  was  a  native  of  Rouse's  Point,  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  settled  at  Green  Paj  abon^ 
l')*24.  He  was  Judge  of  the  North  -west  Judicial  District  while  Wisconsin  yet  formed  a  pail  of  Micliigaa 
Territory.  He  was  a  man  of  pijoniinenee  in  his  daj,  and  possessed  many  kind  and  gentlemanly  qualitier 
He  died  suddenly  at  his  residence,  in  Manitowoc,  April  19th,  1855,  at  the  age  of  63  years.  HiH  suddea 
death  was  probably  caused  by  apoplexy,  as  he  waB  of  plethoric  habit,  and  weighed  over  three  bandred 
pounds,  L.  C.  D. 
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me  to  go  with  him,  and  desiring  to  see  the  country,  I  accepted 
his  invitation.  The  troops  having  left  Buffalo  about  the  first  of 
June,  we  sailed  from  that  place  on  the  15th  of  that  month,  in  the 
schooner  Lady  of  the  Lake^  said  to  have  been  the  best  vessel  then 
on  the  Lakes,  and  arrived  at  Detroit  on  or  about  the  10th  of  July. 
Here  we  found,  that  the  regiment  had  been  ordered  to  Mackinaw. 

\  Detroit  was  then  an  old  French  village,  with  the  houses  mostly 
covered  with  bark.  Waiting  here  a  few  days  for  a  vessel  on 
which  to  proceed  to  Mackinaw,  we  engaged  passage  about  the  15tli 
of  July,  on  a  crazy  old  schooner  commanded  by  Capt.  Pearson, 
bound  for  Drummond's  Island,  with  pork  and  hard  bread  for  the 
British  troops  then  stationed  at  that  place.  On  board  the  vessel 
as  a  passenger  was  Ramsay  Crooks,  since  so  distinguished  among 
the  Rocky  Mountain  traders,  then  on  his  way  to  Mackinaw,  to 
receive  the  property  of  the  South-West  Fur  Company,  which  had 
been  recently  purchased  by  John  Jacob  Astor  of  !N"ew  York.* 

.  We  found  this  old  crazy  vessel  without  any  convenience  of  table, 
furniture  or  provisions.  Mr.  Crooks  had  come  passenger  on  her 
from  Buffalo,  and  the  captain  had  promised  him  that  he  would 
lay  in  ample  supplies  at  Detroit,  but  just  as  we  had  got  under 
way  from  the  latter  port,  Mr.  Crooks  went  into  the  cabin  and  as- 

•  In  17S8,  sereral  of  the  principal  merchants  of  Montreal  entered  into  ft  partnership  to  prosecute  th» 
ibr  trade,  and,  in  1787,  united  with  a  rival  company,  and  thus  arose  the  famous  Norths  West  Company, 
which,  for  many  years,  held  lordly  s^ray  over  the  immense  region  in  Canada  and  beyond  the  Great  West- 
ern Lakes.  SeTeral  years  later  a  new  association  of  British  merchants  formed  the  Mackinaw  Compantfy 
liaring  their  chief  factory  or  depot  at  Mackinaw  ;  and  their  field  of  operations  -was  .south  of  their 
great  rivals — sending  forth  their  light  perogues  and  bark  canoes,  by  Sreen  Bay,  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
Rivers  to  the  Mississippi,  and  thence  down  that  stream  to  all  its  tributaries.  In  1809,  Mr.  ASTOB  organ- 
ised the  American  Fur  Company — he  alone  constituting  the  company  ;  and,  in  1811,  in  connection  with 
•ertain  partners  of  the  N'.rt/i-Wt;st  Comp  imj,  and  others,  he  bought  out  the  Maclcinaw  Company,  and 
merged  that  and  his  American  Fur  Company  into  a  new  association,  called  the  S»uth-Wist  Cornpanif 
By  this  arrangement  Mr.  ASTOR  became  proprietor  ot  one-half  of  all  the  interests  which  the  Mackinaw 
Compiny  had  in  the  Indian  country  within  the  United  States  ;  and  it  was  understood,  that  the  whole,  at 
the  expiration  of  five  years,  was  to  pass  into  his  hands,  on  condition  that  the  American,  or  South-  West 
Company  would  not  trade  within  the  British  dominions.  The  war  of  1S12  suspended  the  association  ; 
«nd  after  the  war  it  was  entirely  dissolved — Congress  having  passed  a  law  prohibiting  British  fur  trjiders 
from  prosecuting  their  enterprises  within  the  territories  of  the  United  States.  Thus  we  find  Mr.  Crooks, 
in  1815.  closing  up  the  affairs  of  the  South- West  Oampany,  preliminary  to  enlarged  iudiTidwal  enterprijw 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Astor.  L.  C-  D, 
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certained  that  the  captain  had  failed  to  fulfill  his  engagement ; 
and  immediately  he  took  the  skitf,  went  ashore,  and  pur- 
chased dishes,  knives,  forks,  spoons,  and  provisions,  and  we 
proceeded  on  our  voyage.  We  were  becalmed  about  ten  days  on 
the  St.  Clair  River  and  Flats,  during  which  we  went  on  shore  and 
bought  a  sheep,  wiiich  helped  along  with  the  rusty  pork  and  hard 
bread.  At  that  time,  I  had  seen  very  little  of  hardships,  and  I 
suffered  much  from  such  fare  as  hard  bread  and  rusty  pork. 

We  were  almost  a  month  from  Detroit  to  Drummond's  Island, 
where  we  found  a  trader  named  Lacroix,  with  a  boat  bound  to 
Mackinaw,  and  with  him  we  engaged  our  passage.  No  provisiong 
could  be  had  at  Drummond's  Island,  so  we  were  obliged  to  de- 
pend on  the  voyageurs'  kettle  of  corn  soup,  a  new  kind  of  fare  to 
me ;  and,  I  believe,  I  ate  but  a  few  mouthfuls  from  Drummond's 
Island  to  Mackinaw.  We  were  two  days  reaching  Mackinaw, 
where  we  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  August.  Once 
there  and  recruited,  we  had  a  new  source  of  anxiety,  in  daily  ex- 
pecting the  arrival  of  the  paymaster  until  the  close  of  navigation  ; 
and  then  I  had  to  content  myself,  as  well  as  I  could,  until  the  en- 
suing spring  of  1816.  At  the  request  of  some  of  the  inhabitants, 
I  concluded  to  open  a  school,  as  it  would  keep  me  from  idleness ; 
if  my  scholars  did  not  learn  much  English,  I  concluded  I  should 
stand  a  chance  of  acquiring  some  French — thus  acting  out  the 
Yankee  character  of  adapting  one's  self  to  circumstances.  And 
thus  I  spent  the  winter. 

Daring  that  winter  of  1815-'16,  Congress  passed  an  actexclud- 
ing  foreigners  from  pai'ticipating  in  the  Indian  trade  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  or  its  Territories.  This  was  then  sup- 
posed to  have  been  done  through  the  influence  of  Mr.  Astoe,  and 
upon  the  purchase  of  the  property  of  the  South  West  Company, 
the  American  Fur  Company  re-appeared  under  the  auspices  of 
Mr.  AsTOR — the  head  quarters  of  which  were  at  Mackinaw. 

Although  Congress  had  passed  a  law  excluding  foreigners 
from  the  Indian  country,  it  was  found  that  the  trade  could  not 
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be  carried  on  withoiit  their  aid,  as  most  of  the  clerks,  inter- ^ 
pretera  and  boatmen  were  foreigners  ;   and,  in  the  Bummer  of 
1816,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  issued^^ 
orders  to  the  Indian  Agents  on  this  frontier  to  license  foreigners^^' 
as  interpreters  and  boatmen,  on  their  giving  bond  with  large  pen- 
alties for  their  good  conduct  in  the  Indian  country.    Thus  the.^ 
British  traders,  who  wanted  to  get  into  the  Indian  country,  had  ^ 
only  to  employ  an  American,  to  whom  the  goods  were  invoiced, 
and  the  license  taken  in  his  name,  and  the  trader  went  as  inter- 
preter until  they  were  beyond  the  Indian  ageucies,  when  the 
trader  assumed  the  control  of  his  propertVj  and  carried  on  his 
business  as  usual. 

During  the  summer  of  1816,  it  was  projected  to  establish  a 
United  States  fort  at  Green  Bay  ;  and,  in  July  of  that  year,  Col. 
John  Millek,  then  Colonel  of  the  3d  regiment  U.  S.  Infantry, 
was  ordered  on  that  service,  and  soon  chartering  three  vessels, 
embarked  three  or  four  companies  of  rifle-ti:en  and  infantry  with 
some  artillery.  Among  the  vessels  was  th^  Washington^  the 
largest  of  the  fleet,  commanded  by  Capt.  Dobbins,  on  board  of  ^ 
which  vessel  was  the  Commandant.  I  had  that  ,year  engaged 
myself  as  a  clerk  to  some  traders,  to  take  charge  of  an  outfit  or 
trading  establishment  near  the  head  of  the  St.  Peters  Hiver,  and 
the  Colonel  apprehending  difficulty  from  the  Indians  in  landing 
at  Green  Bay,  proposed  to  take  the  goods  of  several  boats  in  theit 
vessel,  and  tow  the  boats,  and  use  them,  if  necessary,  in  landing, 
and  then  return  them  to  their  owners. 

Accordingly  Augustin  Grignon,  myself  and  a  French  clerk  by 
the  name  of  Chappin  embarked  on  board  the  Washington,  Mr. 
Grignon  and  Chappin,  acting  in  some  measure  as  pilots.  During''' 
the  night  of  the  second  or  third  day  out  from  Mackinaw,  the  oth- 
er two  vessels  became  separated  from  the  Washington,  and  arri-  c 
ving  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now  called  Washington  Island  and^ 
Harbor,  and  learning  from  Mr.  Grignon  that  there  was  a  good 
harbor,  Col.  Miller'  ordered  the  Washington  to  put  in  there  to  ' 


104 


wait  for  her  consorts.  We  remained  there  nearly  two  days,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  officers  and  passengers  rambled  over  the  Is- 
land, and  finally,  in  honor  of  our  vessel,  supposed  to  be  the  first 
one  that  had  entered  the  harbor,  we  gave  its  name  to  Washington 
Island  and  Harbor,  which  they  have  ever  since  retained.  Finding 
the  other  vessels  had  got  into  Green  Bay  ahead  of  us,  and  had 
found  a  harbor  at  Vermillion  Island,  and  were  waiting  for  us,  we 
proceeded  up  the  Bay,  and  arrived  at  Green  Bay  settlement  about 
two  days  after,  when  the  troops  landed  without  the  anticipated 
opposition  from  the  Indians. 

This  was  in  the  month  of  July,  1816.  Green  Bay  and  Prairie 
du  Chien  were  then  the  only  settlements  in  what  is  now  the  state 
of  Wisconsin,  if  we  except  Solomon  Juneau's  trading  house  at 
Milwaukee;*  and  they^could  not  well  be  called  settlements  accord- 
ing to  the  American  idea  of  settling  and  improving  a  country. 

Green  Bay  was  a  kind  of  traders'  depot  for  the  trade  of  that 
Bay,  the  Fox  and  upper  part  of  Wisconsin  Rivers,  which  were 
considered  dependents  of  it. 

There  then  resided  at  Green  Bay  as  a  trader  John  Lawe,  and 
four  or  five  at  the  Grignons.  Augustin  Grignon  resided  and 
traded  at  the  Little  Kaukalin.  Those  traders  who  pretended  to 
make  Green  Bay  their  home,  resided  generally  but  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  year  there,  as  most  of  them  wintered  in  the  Indian 
country,  and  generally  spent  two  or  three  months  of  the  summer 
at  Mackinaw.  The  traders  of  Green  Bay  mostly  married,  after 
the  Indian  manner,  women  of  the  Menomonee  tribe,  there  being 
no  white  women  in  the  country.  I  saw  at  this  time  but  one  wo- 
man in  the  settlement  that  pretended  to  be  white,  and  she  had 

•So  far  as  Mr.  Jdneau'b  name  is  concerned,  this  needs  a  slight  correction.  Traders  were  at  Milwau- 
kee as  early  as  1762  ;  and,  about  1816,  Jacques  VE\t?x,  who  had  been  preceded  by  one  LAFRoMROiSEand 
J.  B.  Beaubien,  commenced  wintering  there  as  a  trader,  and  it  was  not  till  1818,  that  Solomon  Junkao 
•went  there,  erected  a  permanent  dwelling,  and  on  the  14th  of  September  in  that  year  became  the  first 
actaat  settler  of  the  place.  See  Hon.  M.  L.  Martin's  Historical  Address  before  the  Wis  Hist.  Societj» 
and  vol.  1,  p.  35,  I3i,  of  the  Society's  Collections.  In  a  former  Dot«,  r^erence  was  had  to  the  remoU 
TFisconsin  pettlement,  snch  as  it  was,  at  La  Pointe,  Lake  Superior.  L.  0.  Di 
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accidentally  been  brought  there  at  an  early  day,  but  her  history, 
however,  I  do  not  now  recollect.  There  were  at  Green  Bay  some 
forty  or  titty  Canadians  of  French  extraction  who  pretended  to 
cultivate  the  soil ;  but  they  were  generally  old  worn  out  voya- 
geurs  or  boatmen,  who  having  become  unfit  for  the  hardships  of 
the  Indian  trade,  had  taken  wives  generally  of  the  Menomonee 
tribe,  and  settled  dowm  on  a  piece  of  land.  As  the  land  did  not 
cost  anything,  all  they  had  to  do  was,  to  take  up  a  piece  not 
claimed  by  any  other  person,  and  fence  and  cultivate  it.  But 
they  had  generally  been  so  long  in  the  Indian  trade  that  they  had, 
to  a  great  extent,  lost  the  little  knowledge  they  had  acquired  of 
farming  in  Canada,  so  that  they  were  poor  cultivators  of  the  soil, 
although  they  raised  considerable  wheat,  barley,  peas,  &c.  Green 
Bay  was  at  that  titoe  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Indiana,  of  which 
the  seat  of  government  was  at  Yincennes,  which  was  also  the 
county  town  of  the  county  to  which  Green  Bay  was  attached — 
between  four  and  five  hundred  miles  distant  by  the  tedious  and 
circuitous  route  of  that  day. 

There  was  an  old  Frenchman  at  Green  Bay  of  the  name  of 
Charles  Reaume,  who  could  read  and  write  a  little,  that  acted  as 
Jnstioe>of  the  Peace.  He  had  been  commissioned  under  George 
III,  when  Great  Britain  held  jurisdiction  over  the  country,  and 
after  it  was  given  up  to  the  American  Government  and  attached 
to  Indiana,  he  had  been  commissioned  by  Governor  Harrison,* 
and  being  thus  doubly  armed  with  commissions,  he  acted  under 
either,  as  he  found  most  convenient.  The  laws  under  which  he 
acted  were  those  of  Paris  f  and  the  customs  of  the  Indian  traders 
of  Green  Bay.    He  was  very  arbitrary  in  his  decisions. 

The  county  seat  was  so  distant  and  difficult  of  access,  that  it  a 

*  Before  Judge  Lockwood's  narrative  came  to  hand,  Col.  Ebenezer  Childs,  who  knew  Judge  Re^umk 
well,  informed  the  writer  of  this  note,  that  Reaume  received  his  commission  as  Justice  from  Gov.  HaE- 
XISON,of  Indiana  Territory,  which  was  probably  not  long  after  the  organization  of  that  Territory  in  1801, 
from  which  till  1813,  Gen.  HaBRISON  continued  uninterruptedly  its  Governor.  L.  C.  D. 

fThe  code  Omtume  de  Pmris,  the  law  of  France,  which  jovemed  Canada,  and  all  the  territory  of  the 
Borth  West  while  under  th«  Fr«Hch  dominion.  L.  C.  D. 
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person  felt  himself  aggrieved,  he  preferred  suffering  injustice  to 
going  to  the  expense  of  an  appeal ;  so  that,  practically,  Eeaume's 
court  was  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  country.  He  took  care  not 
to  decide  against  any  of  the  traders  who  were  able  to  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  an  appeal ;  in  fact  the  traders  made  use  of  him  to  hold 
their  men  in  subjection,  but  never  submitted  to  him  any  difficulty 
between  themselves.  These  were  left  to  the  arbitration  of  other 
traders.  It  was  said  of  him,  that  a  bottle  of  spirits  was  the  best 
witness  that  could  be  introduced  into  his  court,  and  that  after  the 
decision  of  a  case,  the  losing  party  producing  the  above  witness, 
has  been  granted  a  new  tri/il  or  rehearing,  and  a  reversal  of  the 
former  decision  obtained.  For  misdemeanor  he  sentenced  the  cul- 
prit to  labor  a  certain  number  of  days  on  his  farm,  or  cut  and  split 
a  certain  number  of  rails  for  him.  I  have  read  the  narrative  of 
James  W.  Bidddle,  of  Pittsburgh,  whom  I  knew  at  the  time,  and 
the  anecdotes  related  by  him  of  Judge  Reaume  were  current  at 
that  day,  together  with  many  others  that  would  not  look  well  in 
print. 

During  my  stay  at  Green  Bay  waiting  the  arrival  of  my  em- 
ployers, one  of  their  "engagees"  or  boatmen  had  left  their  employ 
and  engaged  himself  to  an  American  concerned  in  sutling  for  the 
troops,  and  I  went  to  Judge  Reatjme,  stating  the  case  to  him, 
asked  him  what  the  law  was  on  that  subject,  and  what  could  be 
done.  He  answered  me  in  his  broken  English  :  "  I^ll — make — 
de — man — go — hacJc — to — Ms — dutyT  "But,"  I  again  asked, 
what  is  the  law  on  the  subject?"  He  answered,  de — law — w 
— Pll — maTce — de — man — go — hach — to—Ms — duty?''  I  reitera- 
ted my  inquiry,  "Judge  Eeaume,  is  there  no  law  on  the  s^ubject?" 
He  replied,  with  a  feeling  of  conscious  dignity,  "  We — a/re 
— accustomed — to — make — de — men — go — hack — to — their — hour- 
geois?^  Finding  Judge  Reaume  had  no  law  except  his  own  pre- 
cedents and  the  customs  of  Green  Bay,  and  not  believing  that 
American  citizens  would  submit  to,  and  obey  the  process  of  his 
old  jack-knife,  or  the  customs  of  the  Green  Bay  Indian  traders, 
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I  concluded  to  leave  the  matter  until  the  arrival  of  my  employers, 
aud  let  them  proceed  before  Judge  Keaume,  if  thej  thought 
proper.  * 

The  Indian  trade  carried  on  at  that  day  for  the  Mississippi  and 
Missouri  and  their  tributaries,  was  from  Mackinaw.  Until  181(), 
goods  came  mostly  from  Montreal,  in  batteanx  or  canoes,  mostly 
by  the  Mackinaw,  or  its  successor,  the  South  West  Company,  or 
by  some  private  traders.  But  early  in  1815,  Mr.  Astor  purchased 
out  the  interest  of  the  South  West  Company  at  Mackinaw  audits 
dependences,  and  in  August,  of  that  year,  Ramsay  Ckooks,  as  al- 
ready mentioned,  went  to  Mackinaw  as  agent  for  Mr.  Astor,  to 
complete  the  arrangements.  In  the  spring  1816,  the  goods  of 
the  American  Fur  Company  were  imported  to  New  Yoik,  and 
thence  brought  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Mackinaw.  During 

*  Of  Judge  RsAUME,  we  have  learned  some  additional  facts  from  Hon.  Solomon  Juneau,  and  with 
reference  to  his  death  and  burial,  from  P.  G.  Gbignon,  through  Hon.  H.  S.  B,.ird,  and  also  from  Col. 
E.  Childs.  He  was  born  about  the  year  1752,  at  La  Prairie,  nearly  oppoisite  of  Montreal,  of  a  promi- 
nent and  respectable  family.  As  mentioned  in  a  note  to  the  1st  vol.  of  the  Wis  Hist.  Soc.  Colls.,  we 
early  find  him  at  Detroit,  and  in  the  service  of  the  British  Indian  department,  as  a  captain,  and  was 
among  the  prisoners  taken  by  the  gallant  Col.  George  Kogers  Clark  at  the  capture  of  Vincennes,  in 
lebruary,  1779,  and  taking  the  oath  ot  neutrality,  was  permitted  to  return  to  Deti'oi  .  In  1790,  he 
ssttled  at  Green  Bay,  and  appears  to  have  been,  iji  a  small  way,  and  a  part  of  the  time,  engaged  in  ihe 
Indian  trade.  His  first  commission  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  he  probably  derived  from  the  British 
authorities  at  Detroit,  before  the  surrender  of  that  post  to  the  American  government  in  1796,  and  he 
subhequently  received  a  similar  commission  from  Gov.  Harrison  of  the  Indiana  Territory.  In  1816 
and  '17,  he,made  his  home  with  John  Lawe  at  Green  Bay;  and,  in  1818,  he  was  appointed  by  Got. 
Cabs  of  Michigan  Territory,  one  of  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  court  for  Brown  county,  and  the  same 
year,  he  removed  to  Little  Kaukalin,  about  ten  milen  above  Green  Bay,  and  there  sold  liquor  to  the 
Indians,  not  unfrequently  drinking  freely  with  them,  and  sharing  in  their  frays,  as  well  as  in  black- 
ened eyes  and  bruises.  There  he  died  alone,  in  the  spring  of  1822,  for  he  was  found  dead  in  hiis  cabin. 
He  was  about  seventy  years  of  age.  His  friends  at  Green  Bay^had  his  remains  conveyed  there,  and 
buried  in  the  old  Catholic  burial  place,  which  was  in  thejprcsent  plat  of  Astor;  but  the  bodies  interred 
th^  were  subsequently  removed  to  the  presentjburyihg  ground.  No  tablet  marks  his  grave.  He  waa 
never  married. 

In  this  volume  and  its  predecessor,  several  a.necdotes  illu.strating  Judge  Reaume's  primitive  mode  of 
administering  justice,  have  bfen  given;  to  which  we  add  the  following,  from  the  interesting  work  of 
Mr$.  KiNZis  :  "There  was  an  old  Frenchman  at  '  the  Bay,'  named  Reaujie,  excessivuly  ignorant  and 
grasping,  although  otherwise  tolerably  good-natured.  This  man  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Two  men  once  ap]||^red  before  him,  the  one  as  plaintiff,  the  other  as  defendant.  The  Justice  li.stened 
patientjy  to  the  complaint  of  the  one,  and  thejjdefence  of  the  other;  then  rising,  with  dignit)-,  he  pro- 
nounced his  decision  :  'You  are  both  wrong.  You,  Bois-veet,'  to  the  plaintiff,  *  you  bring  me  one 
load  of  hay;  and  you,  Chely,'  to  the  defendant,  'you  bring  me  one  load  of  wood;  and  now  the  matter 
is  settled.'   It  does  not  appear  that  any  exceptions  were  taken  to  this  verdict,"'  L.  C.  D. 
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that  spring,  several  Montreal  traders  arriving  at  Mackinaw  with 
Indian  goods,  probably  not  aware  of  the  law  of  Congress  prohib- 
iting British  subjects  from  trading  within  the  American  territories, 
now  took  advantage  of  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasnrj, 
and  sent  their  goods  into  the  Indian  country,  under  the  nominal 
direction  of  a  hired  American  clerk,  to  whom  the  goods  were 
^invoiced,  and  who  took  the  license  in  his  name,  and  gave  proper 
bonds  with  security  to  the  traders  who  owned  them,  who  went 
along,  ostensibly  as  interpreters,  until  the  boat  passed  all  the  Amer- 
ican forts  and  agencies,  when  they  assumed  the  ownership,  and 
proceeded  as  usual  in  their  business — these  clerks'  bonds  were 
considerad  as  a  mere  formality  to  evade  the  law,  and  were  worth 
so  much  brown  paper,  and  no  more. 

In  the*  spring  of  1817,  the  American  Fur  Company,  brought  a 
large  number  of  American  clerks  from  Montreal  and  the  United 
States,  some  of  whom  made  good  Indian  traders  and  are  yet  in 
the  country,  but  nearly  one  half  of  them  were  found  not  qualified 
for  the  business,  and  in  the  following  spring  many  of  them  were 
discharged  from  Mackinaw,  which  was  then  the  grand  depot  of 
the  Indian  trade. 

the  American  Fur  Company,  ^s  had  been  the  practice  of  the 
Mackinaw  and  South-West  companies,  made  their  outfits  to  Lake 
Superior,  to  the  Mississippi,  the  head  of  St.  Peters,  and  the  Mis- 
souri. The  boats  for  the  Missiiisippi  and  Missouri  tra  le  passed 
through  the  north  end  of  Lake  Michigan  from  Mackinaw,  thence 
through  Green  Bay  to  the  settlement  of  that  name  ;  thence  up 
the  Fox  River  to  the  Little  Kankalin,  where  thej  made  a  portage 
of  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile.  Augcstin  Gbignon  had  a  trading 
house  at  this  point,  and  kept  teams  to  transport  the  goods  and 
furs,  (the  men  taking  the  boats  empty  up  or  down  the  rapids,  as 
the  case  might  be)  for  which  he  charged  about  twenty  cents  per 
100  pounds.  The  boats  then  proceeded  to  Grai.d  C^ite,  where 
the  men  made  another  portage  of  the  goods  or  furs,  and  passed 
the  boat  over  the  Grand  Chute  empty.    Thence  they  proceeded 
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to  the  rapids  at  the  lower  end  of  Winnebago  Lake,  where  they 
usually  made  half  loads  over  the  rapids  into  the  lake.  Thence 
they  proceeded  upward  to  where^the  Fox  Yiver  enters  the  lake, 
thence  up  Fox  river  through  Puckawa  Lake,  and  Lac  de  Boeuf, 
or  BiifFalo  Lake,  and  some  smaller  lakes  to  the  Portage  of  Wiscon- 
sin, where  a  man  by  the  name  of  Roy  resided,  who  kept  teams 
and  hauled  goods,  furs  and  boats  across  the  Portage  of  one  and 
one  fourth  miles  fvum  the  Fox  to  the  Wisconsin  river,  for  which  he 
charged  forty  cents  per  100  pounds,  and  ten  dollars  for  each  Boat, 

The  boats  then  went  down  the  Wisconsin  to  its  mouth,  and 
thence  up  the  Mississippi  about  three  miles  to  Prairie  du  Chien  ; 
the  traders  of  the  Lower  Miississippi  and  Missouri  never  going 
down  without  a  short  stop  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  where  they  gener- 
ally spent  some  days  in  conviviality,  dinners,  dancing,  &c.  Tra- 
dition says  that  many  years  since,  when  there  were  many  winter- 
ing traders  in  both  the  Upper  and  Lower  Mississippi,  it  was  the 
custom  of  every  trader  visiting  Prairie  du  Chien,  to  have  in  store  a 
keg  of  eight  or  nine  gallons  of  good  wine  for  convivial  purposes 
when  they  should  again  meet  in  the  spring,  on  which  occasions  they 
would  have  great  dinner  parties,  and,  as  is  the  English  custom, 
drink  largely.  But  when  I  came  into  the  country,  there  were  but 
few  of  the  old  traders  remaining,  and  the  storing  of  wine  at  Prai- 
rie du  Chien  had  become  almost  obsolete,  although  the  traders 
were  then  well  supplied  with  wine,  and  that  of  the  best  kind,  of 
which  they  made  very  free  use.  It  was  then  thought  that  a  clerk 
in  charge  of  an  outtit  must  have  his  keg  of  wine,  but  alter  the 
American  Fur  Company  got  fairly  initiated  into  the  tnide,  they 
abolished  the  custom  of  furnishing  their  clerks  with  this  luxury  at 
at  the  expense  of  the  outfit.  As  I  have  already  said,  the  Indian 
trade  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  and  their  tributaries  was 
carried  on  from  Mackinaw  as  the  grand  depot  of  the  trade  of  the 
Nurth-West. 

The  traders  and  their  clerks  were  then  the  aristocracy  of  the 
country  ;  and  to  a  Yankee  at  first  sight,  presented  a  singular  state 
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of  societj.  To  see  gentlemen  selecting  wives  of  the  nut-brown 
natives,  and  raising  children  of  mixed  blood,  the  traders  and 
clerks  livir)g  in  as  much  luxury  as  the  resources  of  the  country 
would  admit,  and  the  engagees  or  boatmen  living  upon  soup  made 
of  hulled  corn  with  barely  tallow  enough  to  season  it,  devoid  of 
salt,  unless  they  purchased  it  themselves  at  a  high  price — all  this 
to  an  Aniei  ican  was  a  novel  mode  of  living,  and  appeared  to  be 
hard  fare  ;  but  to  a  person  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  life  of 
the  Canadian  peasantry,  it  would  not  look  so  much  out  of  the  way, 
as  they  live  mostly  on  pea  soup,  seasoned  with  a  piece  of  pork 
boiled  down  to  orrease ;  seldom  eating  pork  except  in  the  form  of 
grease  that  Reasons  their  soup.  With  this  soup,  and  a  piece  of 
coarse  bread,  their  meals  were  made  ;  hence  the  change  from  pea 
soup  to  corn  is  not  so  great,  or  the  fare  much  worse  than  that 
which  they  had  been  accustomed  to,  as  the  corn  is  more  substan- 
tial than  peas,  not  being  so  flatulent.  These  men  engaged  in 
Canada  generally  for  five  years  for  Mackinaw  and  its  dependen- 
cies, transferable  like  cattle  to  any  one  who  wanted  them,  at  gen- 
erally about  500  livres  a  year,  or  in  our  currency,  about  $83  33  ; 
furnished  with  a  yearly  equipment  or  outfit  of  two  cotton  shirts, 
one  three  point  or  triangular  blanket,  a  portage  collar,  and  one 
pair  of  beef  shoes;  being  obliged,  in  the  Indian  country,  to  pur- 
chase their  moccasins,  tobacco,  pipes,  and  other  necessaiies,  at 
the  price  the  trader  saw  fit  to  charge  for  them.  Generally  at  the 
end  ot  five  years,  these  poor  voyag^.urs  were  in  debt  from  fifty  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  could  not  leave  the  country 
until  they  had  paid  their  indebtedness;  and  the  policy  of  the 
traders  was,  to  keep  as  many  of  them  in  the  country  as  they  could  ; 
and  to  this  end  they  allowed  and  encouraged  their  engagees  to  get 
in  debt  daring  the  five  years,  which  of  necessity  required  them 
to  remain. 

These  new  hands  were  by  the  old  voyageurs  called  in  derision, 
mangears  de  lard— pork-eaters — as  on  leaving  Montreal,  and  on 
the  route  to  Mackinaw,  they  were  fed  on  pork,  hard  bread,  and 
pea-Buup,  while  the  old  voyageurs  in  the  Indian  country  ate  corn- 
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Boup,  and  6uch  other  food  as  could  conveniently  be  procured.* 
These  mangenrs  de  lard  were  brought  at  considerable  expense  and 
trouble  from  Montreal  and  other  parts  of  Canada,  frequently  de- 
serting after  they  had  received  some  advance  in  money  and  their 
equipment.  Hence  it  was  the  object  of  the  traders  to  keep  as 
many  of  the  old  voyageurs  in  the  country  as  they  could,  and  they 
generally  permitted  the  mangeurs^de  lard  to  get  largely  in  debt, 
as  they  could  not  leave  the  country  and  get  back  into  Canada, 
except  by  the  return  boats  or  canoes  which  brought  the  goods, 
and  they  would  not  take  them  back  if  they  were  in  debt  any- 
where in  the  country,  which  could  be  easily  ascertained  from  the 
traders  at  Mackinaw.  But  if  a  man  was  prudent  enough  to  save 
his  wages,  he  could  obtain  passage,  as  he  was  no  longer  want- 
ed in  the  country. 

The  engagements  of  the  men  at  Montreal  were  made  in  the 
strongest  language  ;  they  bound  themselves  not  to  leave  the  duties 
assigned  them  by  their  employers  or  assigns  either  by  day  or  night, 
under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  their  wages;  to  take  charge  of  and 
safely  keep  the  property  put  into  their  trust,  and  to  give  notice  of 
any  portending  evil  against  their  employers  or  their  interests  that 
should  come  to  their  knowledge.  It  was  the  practice  of  the  tra- 
ders, when  anything  was  stolen  from  the  goods  during  the  voyage, 
whether  on  the  boat  or  on  shore,  to  charge  the  boat's  crew  with 
a  good  round  price  for  it,  and  if  anything  not  indispensable  was 
accidentally  left  on  shore  at  the  encampment,  they  did  not  return 
for  it,  but  charged  it  to  the  crew,  as  it  was  understood  to  be  their 
duty,  not  the  employer's,  to  see  that  every  thing  was  on  board  the 
boat.  These  people  in  the  Indian  country  became  inured  to  great 
hardships  and  privations,  and  prided  themselves  upor^  the  distance 
they  could  travel  per  day,  and  the  small  quantity  of  provisions 
they  could  subsist  on  while  traveling,  and  the  number  of  days 
they  could  go  without  food.    They  are  very  easily  governed  by 


*  The  experienced  voyageurs  are  called  hitttrnans  or  tointerers,  according  to  Snsuikq's  -vrork  on"  the 
North- West.  1,  c.  D, 
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a  person  who  understands  something  of  their  nature  and  disposi- 
tion, but  their  burgeois  or  employer  must  be  what  they  consider  a 
gentleman,  or  superior  to  themselves,  as  they  never  feel  much  re- 
spect for  a  man  who  has,  from  an  engagee,  risen  to  the  rank  of  a 
clerk. 

The  traders  in  this  country,  at  the  time  I  came  into  it,  were  a 
singular  compound ;  they  were  honest  so  far  as  they  gave  their 
word  of  honor  to  be  relied  upon ;  and,  in  their  business  transac- 
tions between  themselves,  seldom  gave  or  took  notes  for  balances 
or  assumptions.  It  rarely  happened  that  one  of  them  was  found 
who  did  not  fulfill  his  promises  ;  but  when  trading  in  the  Indian 
country,  any  advantage  that  could  be  taken  of  each  other  in  a 
transaction,  was  not  only  considered  lawful — such  as  trading  each 
other's  credit — but  an  indication  of  tact  and  cleverness  in  busi- 
ness. Two  traders  having  spent  the  winter  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood, and  thus  taken  every  advantage  they  could  of  each  other, 
would  meet  in  the  spring  at  Prairie  du  Cliien,  and  amicably  settle 
all  difficulties  over  a  glass  of  wine.  * 

There  was  not,  at  the  time  I  came  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  any  In. 
dian  corn  raised  there.  The  traders  for  the  Upper  Mississippi, 
had  to  eend  down,  for  their  corn  which  they  used,  to  the  Sauks 
and  the  Foxes  at  Rock  Island,  and  trade  with  them  for  it.  It  is 
believed  that  the  first  held  of  corn  raised  at  Prairie  du  Chien  was 
by  Thomas  McNair,  an  Ainerican,  who  bad  married  a  French  girl 
and  settled  down  to  farming. 

The  farmers  of  Prairie  du  Chien  appeared  to  be  a  more  thrifty 
and  industrious  people  than  those  of  Green  Bay  ;  they  raised  a 
large  quantity  of  small  grain,  such  as  wheat,  barley,  oats,  peas, 
and  also  some  potatoes  and  onions.  Every  two  or  three  farmers 
united  and  had  a  horse  flouring-mill — the  stones  being  cut  from 
the  granite  rock  found  in  the  country.  There  they  ground  their 
wheat,and  sifted  the  flour  by  hand.  Tlie  surplus  flour  was  sold  to  the 
Indian  traders  for  goods,  or  exchanged  with  the  Indians  for  veni- 
son, ducks,  and  geese,  or  dressed  deer-skins,  as  there  was  no  mun- 
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ej  in  circulation  in  the  country.  Any  purchase  made  was  paya- 
ble in  goods  from  the  traders  or  flour  from  the  inhabitants. 

The  manuer  in  which  the  traders  dealt  with  the  farmers  was 
this ;  to  let  the  farmer  set  his  price  on  anything  that  he  had  to 
sell,  without  grumbling  or  saying  anything  about  its  being  high, 
as  it  was  payable  in  goods  ;  the  trader  charging  his  price  for  the 
goods — so  each  party  got  all  he  asked,  and  neither  had  cause  for 
complaint,  but  of  course  the  trader  was  not  the  looser  by  the 
transaction.  Mr.  Michael  Bkisbois  related  to  me  a  transaction 
which  took  place  between  himself  and  a  farmer  by  the  name  of 
PiERKE  Lariviere.  This  Lariviere  was  ambitious  to  pass  witk 
his  neighbors  for  the  best  farmer  in  the  country,  and  went  to  Mr.- 
Brisbois  to  see  what  he  was  paying  for  flour,  which  I  think  waa 
then  six  dollars  per  100  lbs  ;  but  Lariviere  desirous  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  boasting  to  his  neighbors  that  he  had  gotten  more  for 
his  flour  than  they  did,  expressed  a  wish  that  Mr.  Brisbois  would 
pay  him  more  than  the  market  value  for  his  fl(tur,  which  Mr, 
Brisbois  told  hitu  him  he  could  not  do.  "  Oh,"  said  Mr.  Lari- 
tiere,  "you  can  make  it  up  by  charging  more  for  the  goods  with 
which  you  pay  me;"  and  so  they  closed  the  bargain,  not  to  Mr„ 
Brisbois  loss.  The  prices  compared  somewhat  like  this  :  When 
flour  was  worth  $8,00  per  100  lbs.,  hyson  or  young  hvson  tea 
was  worth  $8,00  per  pound ;  if  flour  was  worth  only  $6,00,  teg. 
would  remain  the  same  price,  when  the  farmer  got  $9,00  peAiush- 
el  for  onions,  and  $1,00  per  dozen  for  eggs,  he  paid  the  above 
price  for  tea.  Tiie  wotuen  of  Pi  airie  du  Ohien,  mostly  daughterg 
of  the  Indian  traders,  had  been  raised  in  the  habit  of  drinking  a 
great  deal  of  tea  in  the  Indian  country,  where  other  beverage  for 
children  could  not  be  procured,  and  it  thus  became  from  lo«g 
habit  with  them  almost  a  necessary  of  life,  afid  they  would  make 
any  sacritice  to  obtain  thi  ir  favorite  beverage.  When  eggs  were 
Worth  $1,00  per  dozen,  rosin  soap  was  worth  $1,00  per  .pound,  and 
calico  that  at  this  date,  would  be  sold  at  Prairie  du  Chien  from  20 
to  2d  cts.  per  yard,,  was  then  sold  at  $2,00  per  yard  ;  clay  pipes  at 
16 
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40  cts.  e^clj,  and  common  tobacco  at  about  $2,00  per  ponnd.  So 
much  flour  was  made  at  Prairie  du  Cliien  at  this  time,  that  in 
1820  JosKPH  Rolette  contracted  with  the  Government  for  supply- 
ing the  two  companies  of  troops  at  Fort  Crawford  with  it,  they 
preferring  the  coarse  flour  of  the  Prairie  which  was  sweet,  to  the 
fine  flour  tiansporfed  in  keel-boats  in  the  long  voyage  from  Pitts- 
burgh, which  would  be  sour  on  its  atrivaL 

Prairie  du  Chien  is  generally  spoken  of  as  an  old  settled  town. 
It  is  true  that  the  Indians  inhabited  it  many  years  since  ;  and 
about  the  year  17^7  the  French  established  a  trading  post  there, 
and  built  a  stockade  around  their  buildi^igs  to  protect  them  from 
the  Indians,  and  from  that  day  until  a  few  years  since  it  continued 
to  be  a  trading  and  military  post,  and  occasionally  a  worn  onfe 
voyageur  got  married,  and  settled  di)wn  on  a  piece  of  land.  But 
what  advantages  were  these  old  trading  posts  to  the  settlement 
and  developement  of  the  country — such  as  Detroit,  Kaskaskia, 
Cahokia,  Vincenues,  St.  Louis  and  St.  Charles?  All  these  places 
remained  stationary  for  many  yeari!,  until  the  Americans  emigra- 
ted to  them,  and  took  hold  of  them  with  their  enterprise,  when 
they  at  once  improved,  and  most  of  them  became  places  of  busi- 
ness and  importance. 

Indian  traders,  as  a  class,  p  ossess  n.)  enterprise,  at  least  none 
that  is  of  any  advantage  to  the  settlement  and  improvement  of 
a^country.  They  are  enterprising  in  going  into  the  unexplored 
Indian  cousitry  to  traffic,  and  collect  furs  and  peltries ;  but 
I  have  never  seen  a  man  who  made  money  in  the  Indian  trade^ 
apply  it  to  the  ordinary  improvements  that  foster  and  encourage 
the  growth  of  a  country — they  have  njade  money  in  a  certain 
routine  of  business,  with  which  they  are  acquainted,  and  fear  to 
invest  it  in  S(jme  other  business  with  which  they  are  not  familiar. 
Such  has  been  the  case  with  Prairie  du  Chien,  so  long  noted  as  a 
trading  post  and  garrison. 

The  land  about  Prairie  du  Chien  was  not  purchased  from  the 
Indians;  and  none  surveyed,  except 'the  private  claims  on  the 
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Prairie,  for  many  years  after  the  Government  took  possession  of 
it  as  a  military  post.  There  were  not,  until  1835,  any  Americans 
that  emigrated  to  the  Prairie  for  settlement ;  and  even  then,  as  the 
country  about  was  not  in  market,  very  few  came, 

In  the  winter  of  1818--'19,  Illinois  was  admitted  as  a  State  into 
the  Union,  and  all  that  partpf  the  country  formerly  belonging  to 
the  territories  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  was  attaciied  to  Michicran, 
then  under  the  governorship  of  Gen.  Lewis  Cass.  In  the  spring 
of  1819,  he  set  ofl'  the  county  of  Brown,  including  ail  the  country 
Bast  of  a  North  and  South  line  running  through  the  Portage  of 
Wisconsin  to  the  Illinois  line  ;  and  at  the  same  time,  set  off  the 
county  of  Crawford,  including  all  the  country  West  and  South  of 
theaforesaid  line  to  the  Missouri  line,  including  what  is  now  the 
State  of  Iowa  and  Territory  of  Minnesota. 

Governor  Cass  sent  blank  commissions  lor  the  different  officerd 
of  the  counties,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  inhabitants.  These  had 
been  sent  by  Lieut.  Col.  Leavenworth,  then  on  his  way,  with  the 
Fifth  Regiment  of  U.  S.  Infantry,  to  occupy  Forts  Crawford  and 
Armstrong,  and  to  build  a  fort  at  the  mouih  of  St.  Peters.  Niou- 
OLAs  BoiLViN,  Esq.,  was  appointed  to  administer  the  oath  to  the 
officers  of  Crawford  county.  Two.  companies  of  the  regiment 
were  sent  to  Fort  Armstrong,  Rock  Island,  under  command  of 
Brevet  Mf^jor  Mastin,  and  two  companies  to  Fort  Crawford  under 
Major  MutiLENBKKG.  Shortly  after  receiving  the  blank  commis- 
sions, the  principal  inhabitants  assembled  at  the  house  of  Nicho- 
lAs  BoiLviN,  Esq ,  and  then  the  difficulty  was  to  find  persons 
aufficiently  acqaainted  with  the  business  to  fill  the  offices  and  per- 
form the  duties.  Finally  Jorh  W.  Johnson,  the  U.  S.  lactor,  was 
selected  as  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  County  Court.  I  was  solici- 
ted to  take  the  office  of  Associate  Justice,  or  Judge  of  Probate, 
but  being  then  young,  and  appearing  much  younger  than  I  really 
•was,  and  kn  >wing  very  little  about  the  proceedings  of  courts,  and 
thinking  that  I  had  neither  the  praccice  nor  dignity  to  hold  a  ju- 
dicial office,  and  that  I  should  probably  make  myself  ridiculous, 
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I  declined  either  of  the  judgeships,  but  accepted  the  office  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.  I  had  not  then  decided  to  make  Prairie  du 
Chien  my  future  home,  having  hitherto  spent  my  winters  near  the 
head  of  St.  Peter's  river,  in  the  Indian  trade  ;  but  in  the  fall  of 
1819  I  took  up  my  permanent  residence  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 

John  W.  Johnson  was  a  man  of  good  sense  and  judgment,  but 
had  from  quite  a  young  man  held  the  appointment  of  U,  S.  factor, 
and  resided  in  the  Indian  county  where  he  could  obtain  but  little 
knowledge  of  the  proceedings  of  courts  or  the  ordinary  transac- 
tions of  civilized  life.  The  commissions  of  Associate  Justices 
were  filled  up  with  the  names  of  Michael  Brisbois*  and  Francis 
BouTHiLLiEB,  both  of  whom  from  boyhood  had  been  in  the  Indian 
country  and  had  very  little  opportunity  of  witnessing  proceedings 
at  courts.  "Wilfred  Owens  was  appointed  Judge  of  Probate, 
and  Nicholas  Boilvin  and  John  W.  Johnson  and  myself  Justices 
of  the  Peace  ;  John  S.  Findley  clerk  of  the  Court;  John  P.  Gates 
Register  of  Probate,  which  also  included  the  recording  of  deeds, 
and  Thomas  McNair  was  appointed  Sheriflf.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered, that  all  these  officers  had  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their 
several  offices  without  forms  to  refer  to  or  precedents  of  proceed- 
ings, and  it  can  astonish  no  person  that  the  records  of  that  day 
are  without  much  form.  Such  was  the  organization  of  the  county 
of  Crawford,  and  I  think  that  the  materials  in  Brown  were  not 
much  better,  although  several  Americans  by  that  time  had  settled 
at  Green  Bay. 

At  the  session  of  Congress  of  1819 — '20,  an  act  was  passed  to 
take  testimony  relative  to  the  private  land  claims  at  Sault  St. 
Marys,  Mackinaw,  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  that  were 
reserved  to  subjects  of  the  British  government  under  J  ay's  Treaty ; 
and  in  the  fall  of  1820,  commissioners  were  dispatched  to  the 
different  places  to  take  testimony.  A  Mr.  Lee  came  to  Prairie 
du  Chien.    The  most  of  those  claims  at  Prairie  du  Chien  were 


•Instead  of  Mr.  BrisboiS,  Hon.  M.  L.  Maetim,  in  the  appendlx^to  his  Addrew  before  the  Historical 
Society,  giyee  the  name  of  Nicholas  Boiltin.  L,  0.  D 
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found  to  come  under  Jay's  Treaty,  but  there  were  several  that 
wanted  a  year  or  more  of  coming  under  it.  These  facts  being 
reported  to  Congress,  they  at  a  subsequent  session  passed  an  act 
giving  to  evei'y  settler  who  wa3  in  possession  of  land  at  the  date 
of  the  declarationof  war  in  1812  against  Great  Britain,  and  who  had 
continued  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  U.  S.,  the  lands  he  claimed. 
It  is  a  matter  of  history,  that  the  British  took  Mackinaw  and  sub- 
jected its  dependencies  to  their  government,  including  all  the  afore 
named  places,  and  the  most  part  of  these  claimants  were  ignorant 
Canadians  and  supposed  themselves  British  subjects,  not  aware 
that  if  they  did  not  within  a  year  choose,  as  stipulated  in  the 
treaty,  to  continue  British  subjects,  they  became  American  citi- 
zens;  and  when  the  British  government  took  military  possession 
of  the  country  during  the  war  of  1812— '15,  the  military  officers 
in  command  considered  them  as  British  subjects,  and  ordered 
them  to  do  military  duty  as  militia.  They  were  a  conquered  peo- 
ple, and  feeling  tha  tthey  owed  no  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
took  up  arms  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  British  officers. 
There  were  some  among  them  intelligent  enough  to  know  their 
position,  but  had  they  claimed  to  be  American  citizens  and  re- 
fused to  take  up  arras,  surrounded  as  they  were  by  hostile  Indi- 
ans, they  would  not  have  been  safe — especially  as  the  British 
officers  did  not  believe  in  a  British  subject  expatriating  himself, 
and  of  course  there  was  no  law  of  the  United  States  in  the  con- 
quered country  to  submit  to.  JTot withstanding  all  these  circum- 
stances being  knovvn  to  the  officers  of  the  army  stationed  atSault 
St,  Marys  under  Major  Cutler,  they  got  up  a  remonstrance  to  the 
Government,  representing  these  people  as  traitors;  in  consequence 
of  which  the  patents  were  delayed,  to  the  great  annoyance  and 
sometimes  to  the  great  injury  of  the  claimants. 

Sometime  in  the  year  of  1820,  Wilfred  Owens  of  Prairie  du 
Chien,  then  connected  in  business  with  the  late  Gov.  MoNair,  of 


*  It  was  ia  1819.   Constant  A.  Andeews,  who  appears  to  have  been  from  Pennsylvania,  and  was  in- 
terested in  tbe  Carver  claim,  wrote  from  Prairie  du  Chien,  Feb.  1,  1819,  to  Rev.  Dr.  Samoel  Petjbs 
*  I  am  now  building  a  saw-mill  in  company  with  Batsllk,  on  Yellow  Rirer,  under  a  permission  ol)- 
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Missouri,  furnished  the  capital,  and  associated  with  two  other 
men  by  the  name  of  Andrews  and  Dixon,  built  a  saw-mill  on 
Black  Iliver,  and  commenced  sawing  lumber;  but  before  they 
had  done  much  business  the  mill  was  burned,  supposed  to  have 
been  set  on  fire  by  the  Winnebagoes,  who  had  then  lately  taken 
possession  of  that  country,  and  claimed  it  as  their  own.  The  mill 
was  not  rebuilt,  owing  to  the  declared  hostility  of  the  Winneba- 
goes to  it. 

In  the  year  1820-21,  the  county  authorities  of  Crawford  erected 
a  jail  in  the  old  village  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  in  the  rear  of  village 
lot  No.  17  of  that  village,  made  of  hewn  oak  logs  of  about  one 
foot  square  ;  the  house  was  about  25  by  16  feet,  and  divided  by 
the  same  kind  of  logs  into  a  debtors'  and  criminals'  apartments*. 

There  is  a  tract  of  land  nearly  opposite  the  old  village  of  Prai- 
rie du  Chien  in  Iowa,  which  was  granted  by  the  Spanish  Lieut 
Governor  of  Louisiana  to  one  Bazil  Giraed,  and  running 
through  it,  was  a  small  stream  or  brook  usually  called  Girard's 
Creek ;  but,  in  1823,  the  commandant  of  Fort  Crawford  had 
a  party  of  men  detailed  to  cultivate  a  public  garden  on  the 
old  farm  of  Girard,  on  said  creek,  and  Maktin  Scott,  then  a 
Lieutenant  of  the  fifth  infantry,  and  stationed  at  Fort  Crawford, 
was  directed  to  superintend  the  party.  Fond  of  shooting,  and  a 
great  shot  generally,  he  took  his  dogs  and  gun  every  morning,  gol 
into  his  little  hunting  canoe,  and  ppent  the  day  in  shooting  wood- 

liined  from  the  commanding  officer.  ♦  «  «  For  my  own  part,  I  apprehend  no  difficulty,  if  yoi 
obtain  permipsion  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  can  n.ake  them  [the  Indians]  some  presents."  Oft 
the  10th  Nov.  1819,  ^3r  Axdhews  writes  to  Dr.  Petees,  from  "  Falls  Rlack  River  :"  On  the  'id  day  ol 
Koremhcr  I  set  a  eaw-mill  a  running,  not  much  inferior  to  any  in  the  United  Statee.  •  *  The  mill 
u  about  thirty  or  lorty  miles  east  ol  Lake  Pepin.  The  Sioux  very  willingly  gave  us  permipsion  to  com« 
here.  There  were  seven  chiefs  in  council — Lefoy  not  there  ;  the  seven  gave  us  five  years  ;  I^efot  camt 
tack  alter,  and  gave  it  forever.  I  am  very  much  pleased  w)th  my  situation  I  was  obliged,  on  account 
of  iron,  to  go  to  the  Prairie  once,  but  was  overjoyed  on  my  ai  lival  buck,  and  now  rtgrel  to  leave  »ight 
of  the  mill."  *  *  «  Here  1  am  happy  to  live— here  I  am  willing  to  die.  £ee  Am.  State  Papers  I^bllo 
Landfl,  IV.  p.  22.  L.  C.  D. 

•  At  this  old  log  jnil,  a  sergeant  of  the  first  rpginpent  of  U.  S.  Infantry  was  hung,  in  1828.  for  shooV 
iog  Lieut.  ^lcKI^zlE  of  the  same  regiment  ;  and  in  18^3  or  '34,  a  foldier  of  that  regiment  was  executed 
thtxe  for  ehooting  Sergeant  CoPFiN  in  the  new  Fort  Crawiord,   The  old  jail  wajs  burnt  in  1834. 

J.  H,  L. 
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cocks  which  were  plenty  in  the  marshes  about  there,  and  return* 
ingiii  the  evening  would  boast  of  the  number  that  had  bled  that 
day.  After  a  while  he  gave  the  creek  the  name  of  Bloody  Run^ 
which  name  it  still  bears.  The  name  generally  suggests  to 
atrangers  the  idea  of  some  bloody  battle  having  been  fought 
there,  and  I  have  been  frequently  questioned  as  to  the  traditiou 
relative  to  it,  and  a  few  years  since  the  editor  of  our  village 
paper  had  somewhere  picked  up  the  same  romantic  idea,  and 
published  a  long*traditionary  account  of  a  bloody  battle  p)ete  ided 
to  have  been  fought  there  years  ago.  Bat  the  creek  is  indebted 
for  its  name  to  the  hunting  exploits  of  Major  Martin  Scoit,  when 
a  lieutenant,  and  stationed  at  Fort  Crawford"^. 

On  the  16rh  of  September,  1816,  I  arrived  at  Prairie  du  Ohien, 
a  traders'  village  of  between  twenty-five  and  thirty  houses,  situa- 
ted on  the  banks  of  the  Mir^sissippi,  on  what,  in  high  water,  is  an 
island.  The  houses  were  built  by  planting  posts  upright  in  the 
ground  with  grooves  in  them,  so  that  the  sides  could  be  filled  irt'' 
with  split  timber  or  round  poles,  and  then  plastered  over  with 
clay,  and  white-washed  with  a  white  earth  found  in  the  vicinity, 
and  then  covered  with  bark,  or  clap-boards  riven  from  oak. 

This  village,  now  called  the  old  village  of  Prairie  du  Chien, 
was  designated  by  Lyons  as  the  main  village,  as  it  was  so  at-  the 
time  he  surveyed  the  private  land  claims  of  Prairie  du  Chien. — 
Traditi(m  says  the  place  took  its  name  from  an  Irjdian  Chief  of  the 
Fox  tribe  by  the  name  of  Cuikn,  or  Dog,  who  had  a  village  some- 
where on  the  Prairie  near  where  Fort  Crawford  now  stands.— 
Ceien  or  Dog  is  a  favorite  name  among  the  Indians  of  the  North- 
West. 

•  SooTT,  at  this  date,  was  a  young  man,  and  had  been  but  a  few  years  in  the  army.  He  was  a  nativ© 
of  Bennington.  Vermont,  and  was  educited  at  West  Point.  In  his  youth,  he  was  famous  among  th« 
eharp-shooterB  of  the  Green  Mountains,  never  shooting  game  in  the  body,  but,  at  whatever  height  or 
distance.  alwayB  fitiiking  the  head.  He  would  dri'/e  a  nail  into  a  board  part  way  with  a  hammer,  ani 
Ihen,  lakini^  the  farthest  distance  at  which  his  eye  could  distinctly  see  it,  drive  it  home  with  his  nmv^ 
aing  bullet.  He  served  with  distinction  in  the  Mexican  war  under  Gen.  Scott,  and  at  nearly  the  cloe^ 
«f  that  brilliant  campaign.  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Soott  was  killed  at  the  sanguinary  battle  <£ 
Molino  del  Rey,  Sept.  8th.  1847.  He  had  seen  much  hard  service,  and  al w a)  s  conducted  himself  with 
great  skill,  caution  and  intrepidity,  and  was  respected  and  beloved  for  his  iutegrlty  of  character,  aaal 
Jar  hda  great  kindness  and  benevolence  of  heart.  L.  0.  D., 
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There  were  on  the  Prairie  about  forty  farms  cultivated  aloug 
"Under  the  blufis  where  the  soil  was  first  rate,  and  enclosed  in  one 
common  field,  and  the  boundaries  generally  between  them  marked 
by  a  road  that  afforded  them  ingress  and  egress  to  their  fields ;  the 
plantations  running  from  the  bluffs  to  the  Mississipjpl,  or  to  the 
slough  of  St.  Freole,  and  from  three  to  five  arpents  wide.  The 
owners  did  not  generally  live  immediately  on  their  farms,  but 
clustered  together  in  little  villages  near  their  front,  and 
were  much  the  same  description  of  inhabitants  as  those  of  Green 
Bay,  except  that  there  were  a  number  of  faniiliea  of  French  ex- 
traction, entirely  unmixed  with  the  natives,  who  came  from  the 
French  villages  of  Illinois.  The  farmers'  wives  instead  of  being 
of  the  Indian  tribes  about,  were  generally  of  the  mixed  blood. — 
They  were  living  in  Arcadian  simplicity,  spending  a  great  part  of 
their  time  in  fishing,  hunting,  horse  racing  or  trotting,  or  in  danc- 
ing and  drinking.  They  had  little  or  no  ambition  for  progress 
and  improvement,  or  in  any  way  bettering  their  condition,  provi- 
ded their  necessities  were  supplied,  and  they  could  often  collect 
together  and  dance  and  frolic.  With  these  wants  gratified,  they 
were  perfectly  satisfied  to  continue  in  the  same  routine  and  habits 
of  their  forefathers  before  them.  They  had  no  aristocracy  among 
them  except  the  traders,  who  were  regarded  as  a  privileged  class. 

It  was  said,  that  about  1809  or  1810,  a  trader,  an  Irishman  by 
birth,  of  the  name  of  Campbell,  was  appointed  by  the  U.  S.  gov- 
ernment sub-Indian  agent  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Territory  ot  Illinois  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  The 
currency  of  Prairie  du  Chien  was  at  that  time  flour,  and  Camp- 
bell charged  for  celebrating  the  rites  of  matrimony  100  pounds 
of  flour,  and  for  dissolving  it  200  pounds,  alleging  that  when  peo- 
ple wanted  to  get  unmarried,  they  would  willingly  give  double  . 
what  they  would  originally  to  form  the  matrimonial  connection. 

In  speaking  of  the  courts  of  justice  of  the  country,  and  of  their 
county  seats,  Mr.  Brisbois  related  to  mo,  that  sometime  previous 
to  the  war  of  1812,  he  and  Mr.  Campbell  had  a  dispute  about  a 
heifer  that  was  worth  at  the  time  perhaps  eight  dollars  ;  and  ae 
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each  believed  it  to  be  his  property,  they  applied  to  the  lawyer  at 
Oahokia  to  assist  them  in  finding  out  who  was  the  real  owner. — 
Tbe  mode  of  traveling  in  those  days  was  in  a  canoe,  manned 
with  six  or  eight  men  to  paddle,  and  taking  with  them  some  flour, 
teas  and  sugar  for  the  burgeois;  and  some  hulled  corn  and  deer 
tallow,  enough  to  season  the  soup  for  the  men,  depending  upon 
shooting  game  by  the  way,  or  buying  -wild  fowl  or  veuison  from 
the  Indians.  The  parties  litigant  were  obliged  to  take  their  wit- 
nesses with  them,  paying  them  for  their  time  and  expenses,  from 
their  departure  until  their  return  home.  The  parties  were  also 
obliged  to  take  a  bundle  of  beaver  skins,  and  dispose  of  them  at 
8t.  Louis  to  pay  the  expenses  of  lawyers,  &e  ;  and  the  lawyers, 
as  usual,  were  disposed  to  oblige  the  parties  by  putting  over  the 
case  from  time  to  time,  and  the  parties  continued  the  suit  in  this 
manner  until  it  had  cost  them  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars  each, 
when  they  took  it  out  of  court  and  setth.d  it.  But  whicii  retain- 
ed the  heifer,  if  I  ever  heard,  I  do  not  now  recollect. 

The  coutume  de  Paris  so  far  prevailed  in  this  country  gener- 
ally, that  a  part  of  the  ceremony  of  marj  iage  was  the  entering 
into  a  contract  in  writing,  generally  giving,  if  no  issue,  the  pro- 
perty to  tbe  survivor;  and  if  they  desired  io  be  divorced,  they 
went  together  before  the  magistrate  and  made  known  their  wishes, 
and  he,  in  their  presence,  tore  up  the  mairiage  contract,  and  ac" 
cording  to  the  custom  of  the  country,  they  were  then  divorced.  I 
was  once  present  at  Judge  Abbott's  at  Mackinaw,  when  a  couple 
presented  themselves  before  him,  and  were  divorced  in  this  man- 
ner. When  the  laws  of  Michigan  were  first  introduced  at  Prairie 
du  Chien,  it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  Justice  of  the  Peace 
could  pursuade  them  that  a  written  contract  was  not  necessary, 
and  some  of  them  believed  that  because  tbe  contract  of  marriage 
gave  the  property  to  tbe  survivor,  that  they  were  not  obliged  to 
pay  the  debts  which  the  deceased  owed  at  tbe  time  of  his  death. 

There  was  an  instance  of  this  at  Prairie  du  Chien.    A  man 
by  the  name  of  Jean  Makie  Quen  (de  Lamouche),  who  had  been 
16 
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married  by  contract,  died  without  iesne,  leaving  a  widow,  some 
personal  property  and  a  good  farm,  but  was  indebted  to  Josrpb 
Rolette  about  $e300,  which  his  widow  refused  to  pay,  alleging 
that  the  contract  of  marriage  gave  her  all  the  property ;  nor 
could  she  be  convinced  to  the  contrary,  until  I  had  brought  a  suit 
against  her  and  obtained  a  judgment. 

"When  I  arrived  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  there  were  four  companies 
of  riflemen  under  command  of  Erevet  Major  Moegan,  building 
theT>ld  fort,  which  was  constructed  by  placing  the  walls  of  the 
quarters  and  store  houses  on  the  lines,  the  highest  outside,  and 
the  slope  of  the  roof  descending  within  the  f>rt;  with  block- 
houses at  two  corners,  and  large  pickets  at  the  others,  so  as  en- 
tirely to  enclose  the  fort.  John  "W".  Johnson,  a  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  was  U.  S.  Factor,  with  a  certain  Mr.  Belt  as  assistant 
and  book  keeper,  and  John  P.  Gates  as  interpreter.  Col.  Alex- 
ander MoNair,  late  Governor  of  Missouri,  had  the  sutling  of  the 
fort,  and  his  nephew,  Thomas  McI^'air,  and  John  L.  Findlky, 
were  the  clerks  in  his  employ,  and  had  charge  of  the  business. 

There  were  then  of  the  old  traders  residing  at  Prairie  du  Chien 
Joseph  Eolette,  Michael  Brisbois,  Francis  Bouthillier  and 
Jean  Baptiste  Farribault,  all  Canadians  of  French  extraction^ 
except  Francis  Bouthilliek  who  was  from  France,  and  Nicholas 
BoiLViNwho  was  Indian  agent,  and  held  the  com  i  ission  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  under  the  government  of  Tlfinois  Territory, 
whence  he  came. 

At  this  time  at  Prairie  du  Chien  the  events  of  the  war  of  1813 
in  that  quarter,  were  fresh  in  the  minds  of  every  one.  I  learned 
that  in  the  spring  or  summer  of  1814,  the  U.  S.  Government  sent 
boats,  made  bullet  proof,  under  a  Captain  Yeiser,  who  was  in 
command  of  the  boats,  and  a  company  of  U.  S.  troops,  under 
Lieut.  Perkins,  to  take  and  regain  possession  of  Prairie  du  Chien. 
Perkins  built  a  stockade  on  a  large  mound,  on  which  Col.  Dooa» 
man's  house  now  staudri,  and  Citpt.  Ykiser  remained  on  board  the 
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boats,  where  most  of  the  amunition  and  provisions  were  stored, 
as  tbeir  was  no  room  for  them  within  the  stockade. 

Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  the  American 
officers  in  garrison  at  Mackinaw,  and  the  citizens  of  that  place 
were  jet  ignorant  ot  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  but  appre- 
hensive that  war  had  been  declared,  some  traders  were  despatched 
to  the  old  British  post  and  settlement  of  St.  Josephs,  on  the  eas- 
tern shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  for  intelligence.  As  none  of  the 
traders  returned,  remaiuing  absent  so  much  longer  than  was 
•  deemed  necessary,  it  naturally  enough  excited  the  suspicions  of 
the  commanding  oflScer  and  the  principal  citizens  of  Mackinaw. 
Under  the  circumstances,  a  council  was  held,  at  which  it  was  de- 
termined that  immediate  information  must  be  bad  from  St.  Jo- 
sephs, and  the  question  then  was,  who  could  go  there  and  not  be 
suspected  ot  being  a  spy.  After  looking  around  and  finding  none 
qualified  to  go,  the  late  Michael  Docsman,  of  Mackinaw,  said  that 
he  had  an  outfit  in  Lake  Supeil^r  that  ought,  by  that  time,  to  be 
at  St.  Josephs,  and  he  thought  that  be  could  go  there  and  look 
after  his  property  without  being  suspected.  Accordingly  he  vol- 
unteered his  services,  and  late  in  the  afternoon  he  left  Mackinaw 
for  St.  Josephs  in  a  canoe.  About  dark,  at  Goose  Island,  fifteen 
miles  from  Mackinaw,  he  met  the  British  troops  on  their  way  to 
that  place,  who  took  him  pri^joner,  but  released  him  on  his  parole 
that  he  would  go  back  to  Mackinaw,  ^and  not  give  the  garrison 
any  information  of  what  he  had  seen,  but  collect  the  citizens  to- 
gether at  the  old  still-house  on  tiie  southern  side  of  the  island, 
where  a  guard  would  be  immediately  sent  to  protect  them  from 
the  Indians.  This  promise  Mr.  Dousmak  faithfully  performed, 
and  was  probably  the  cause  of  saving  many  an  innocent  family 
from  being  brutally  murdered  by  tlie  savages.  Tne  British  ar- 
rived, planted  their  cannon  during  the  night,  and  in  the  morning 
Bent  in  to  the  commanding  ofiicer  a  copy  of  the  declaration  of 
war,  with  a  demand  for  him  to  surrender,  which  he  complied  with* 

The  traders  in  the  Bi  itish  interest,  resorting  to  Mackinaw  as  the 
British  head- quarters  of  the  North- West,  learning  of  the  Ameri- 
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can  occupation  of  Prairio  du  Chien  inlSli,  and  anticipating,  that 
80  long  as  this  force  should  remain  there,  thej  would  be  cut  ofi' 
from  the  trade  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  its  dependencies,  and  the 
Sioux  countrj,  at  once  set  on  foot  an  expedition  for  there-capture 
of  that  place.  The  British  officers  and  traders  accordingly  fitted 
out  an  expedition  under  the  command  of  Col.  McKay,  of  the  In- 
dian department,  an  qld  trader ;  and  under  him  were,  a  sergeant 
of  artillery  with  a  brass  six  pounder,  and  three  or  four  volunteer 
companies  of  the  Canadian  voyageurs^  commanded  by  traders  and 
officered  by  their  clerks,  all  dressed  in  red  coats,  with  probably 
one  hundred  Indians,  officered  by  half-breeds.  *  Having  made  a 
secret  march  they  arrived  on  the  Prairie  without  being  expected, 
and  made  the  best  display  of  red  coats  and  Indians  that  they 
could.  They  made  a  formidable  show,  and  the  Americans  not 
knowing  of  what  mateiials  they  were  composed,  and  supposing 
they  were  all  British  regulars,  appeared  to  have  been  panic- 
struck.  The  sergeant  had  brought  his  field  piece  so  well  to  bear 
that  he  hit  one  of  the  boats,  I  believe  the  one  Yeisur  was  in. 
During  this  time  the  troops  and  Indians  had  made  a  move  towards 
the  ' fort,  but  keeping  out  of  gun  shot.  On  the  boat  being  hit, 
Capt.  Yeiser  had  the  cable  cut,  and  swung  round  down  the  river, 
ordering  the  others  to  do  the  same,  carrying  with  them  the  pro- 
visions and  amunition  of  the  garrison.  After  the  boats  had  gone, 
Col.  McKa.y  summoned  the  fort  to  surrender,  and  having  neither 
provisions  nor  amunition  they  had  no  other  alternative,  and  ac- 
cordingly surrendered.  The  British  took  and  kept  possession  of 
Prairie  du  Ciiien  until  peace,  in  1815,  thus  opening  the  Indian 
trade  to  the  traders  at  Mackinaw.  The  inhabitants  of  Prairie  du 
Chien  being  British  subject-s,  were  ordered  into  service  by  the 
British  government  to  do  duty  in  the  garrison  du;  ing  the  war. 
The  British  sergeant  of  artillery  for.hitting  the  keel-boat,  was  pro- 
moted by  his  government. 

Of  the  persons  spoken  of  as  resident  traders  of  Prairie  du  Chien, 

•There  were  at  least  a  thousand  Indians  under  Col.  McKiY,  as  stated  in  the  accounts  of  the  time, 
and  not  less  than  throe  pieces  of  light  artillerj.  C.  D, 
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Joseph  Rolette,  in  connexion  with  the  Indian  trade,  carried  on 
farming,  after  the  fashion  of  the  country,  pretty  extensively. 
Michael  Brisbois,  besides  being  a  trader,  carried  on  the  business 
of  baking,  and  farming  to  some  extent,  receiving  of  the  inhabi- 
tants 100  pounds  of  flour  and  giving  in  return  tickets  fur  fifty 
loaves  of  bread,  and  these  tickets  made  a  convenient  change  to 
buy  trifles  of  the  Indians  with.  None  of  the  inhabitants  pre- 
tended to  make  their  own  bread,  but  depended  entirely  upon  the 
bake-house.  Jean  Baptiste Faeribault  did  something  in  the  line 
of  Indian  trade,  and  carried  on  a  small  farm,  but  soon  after  left 
the  Prairie  to  reside  on  the  St.  Peters  River, 

Among  the  other  inhabitants  of  notoriety  at  that  tin-e,  was  a 
Mrs.  Menard,  of  mixed  African  and  white  blood.  She  came 
from  some  one  of  the  French  villages  below,  and  was  then  mar- 
ried to  Charles  Menard,  a  Canadian  of  French  extraction.  She 
had  been  married  twice  previously,  first  to  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Du  Chouquetie,  by  whom  she  had  two  sons,  one  of  whom  was  in 
the  employ  of  Mr.  Astor  in  that  unfortunate  expedition  of  his 
sent  in  J810  by  sea  and  across  the  continent  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  River,  now  Oregon  Territory.  Her  next  husband  was 
named  Gagnier,  by  whom  she  had  three  sous  and  three  daughters. 
After  Gagnier's  death,  she  married  Charles  Menard,  by  whom 
she  had  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  She  was  generally  called 
by. the  inhabitants  Aunt  Mary  Ann,  and  was  a  person  of  conse- 
quence among  them,  being  midwife,  and  the  only  person  pre- 
tending to  a  knowledge  of  the  healing  art.  Uniil  a  fort  was 
erected  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  a  surgeon  arrived  there  with  the 
troops,  she  was  sent  for  by  the  sick,  and  attended  them  as  regularly 
as  a  physician,  and  charged  fees  therefor,  giving  them,  as  she  ex-» 
pressed  it,  "  device  and  yarb  drink."  She  was  an  excellent  nurse, 
and  even  after  there  were  regular  surgeons  of  the  army  stationed, 
at  Fort  Ci-awford,  Mary  Ann  continued  to  practice  among  ^he  in- 

•  We  learn  from  tbe  Annals  of  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society,  that  as  earlj  as  I8t6,  Fakkibault 
•acamped  oppo»>ite  Mcndota,  Minneeota,  tiadiug  v.ith  the  Indians;  and,  in  1822,  be  formed  one  of  the 
constituent  members  of  ttie  Columbia  Fur  Company,  of  M  .u^suu.  From  the  American  State  Papers, 
k<  tkp^fmn  to  have  remov«d  tojth«  St.  Peters,  in  181 9.  L.  0.  D. 
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habitants.  Whether  they  employed  her  because  they  had  more 
faith  in  her  skill,  or  because  they  could  pay  her  with  more  ease, 
as  she  took  her  pay  in  the  produce  of  the  country,  but  was  not 
very  modest  in  her  charges,  I  cannot  with  certainty  state ;  and 
frequently  alter  the  army  physician  had  attended  a  patient  a  long 
time,  ^vho  perhaps  for  want  of  good  nursing  could  not  be  cured 
Mary  Ann  would  take  the  patient  home  with  her,  and  by  the 
force  of  good  nursing  and  '^yarb  drink  "  restore  him  to  health,  so 
that  we  fiequently  joked  the  phj^sician  about  Mart  Ann's  supe- 
rior ekill  in  the  healing  art.  There  are  at  this  time  many  of 
her  descendants  residing  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  who  are  generally 
as  iiidustiious  and  orderly  inhabitants  as  any  others. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  whom  I  have  previously  made  mention  as 
Indian  Agent  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  had  passed  to  his  long 
home  before  I  came  to  the  country,  and  I  found  a  Canadian  of 
French  extraction  by  the  name  of  NicnoLAs  Boilvin  clothed  with 
the  dignified  office  of  Sub-Agent  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  lie 
had  about  the  same  amount  of  education  as  Judge  Reaume  of 
Green  Bay,  previously  spoken  of,  and  about  the  same  i^eaof  jus- 
tice, and  was  nearly  as  arbitrary.  His  law  library  consisted  of 
a  single  volume  of  old  statutes  of  the  North  Western  Territory, 
one  of  Illinois,  and  one  of  the  Missouri  Territory  ;  but  in  decid- 
ing cases  he  paid  no  attention  to  the  statute,  but  decided  accord- 
ing to  his  own  idea  of  right  and  wrong.^'* 

»  Col.  Boilvin'8  trio  v.'.luine8  formed  probably  the  firtt  law  library  in  Wisconein,  except  perh&pi 

Jndge  RzL  ume's  ningle  volume  ol  Blackstone  ;  one  of  which  is  now,  by  the  courtesy  of  Judge  l.oc  kwood 

l^ong  the  collections  oi  the  Wis.  Hist  Society.   He  did  not  probably  often  consult  them,  if  we  maj 

judge  irom  his  ofl-hand  luanDtr  of  adniiniKlcring  juBtite,  as  related  by  Mrs.  Kinzie  in  her  fi'au.Bu» 

•*Col.  Boilvin'8  office  was  just  without  the  wails  of  the  fort  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  it  was  much  thft 

fitshion  among  the  officers  to  lounge  in  there  of  a  morning,  to  find  sport  for  an  idle  hour,  and  to  take* 

glasa  of  brandy  and  water  with  the  old  gentleman,  which  he  called  taking  uhttle  '  quelq^ue-chost.'  A 

Boldier,  named  Fry.  had  been  accused  of  stealing  and  killing  a  calf  belonging  to  M.  Roubitb,  and  th» 

•onstable,  a  bricklayer  of  the  name  of  Bi^ll,  had  been  dispatched  to  arrest  the  culprit  aud  bring  him  t« 

trial.   While  the  gentlemen  were  making  their  customary  morning  visit  to  the  Justice,  a  auiaewtt 

beard  in  the  entry,  and  a  knock  at  the  door. 

*  Come  in.'  cried  the  old  gentleman,  liMng  and  walking  toward  the  door 
£eU — Here  fir  1  lia\e  bi ought  I-kv  to  sou,  a*  you  ord'^rtd. 
Justice— ¥h\,  i  f  u  gieat  ia«cal !    W  hatlor  youkill  M.  KoLtTTS'B  calf? 
}ri,—l  did  not  kill  M  Kolkttk'S  calf. 

Jmtic<— (shaking  his  6pt)  You  lie,  yon  great  raw*l  t  Bell,  take  him  to  jtSi,  Oom»,  gsnOnmem, 
e^me,  Id  ve  lakta  leeile  gralqtie-cfiote."  L.  (a  O. 
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Ool.  Alexander  McNair  of  St.  Louis,  had,  as  already  mention- 
ed, for  bis  clerks  iu  the  sutling  business ,  his  nephew  Thomas  Mo- 
Naib,  afterwards  captain  of  the  miiitia,  and  John  L.  Findley  — 
But  Thomas  McNaie  shortly  afterwards  married  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  Cdrtois,  a  respectable  farmer  of  French  descent,  and  Findley 
married  a  Miss  Huktileese,  a  half  sister  of  Mrs.  Rolette,  and  a 
quarter  blood  of  the  Sioux  nation.  Upon  learning  these  transac- 
tions of  his  clerks,  Col.  MoNair  naturally  concluded  that  they 
were  attending  more  to  their  own  pleasure  than  to  his  matters, 
and  sent  a  raaa  by  the  name  of  Wilfred  Owens,  a  Kentuckian, 
to  whom  he  gave  an  interest  in  the  business,  and  discharged  Mo- 
Nair and  Findley  from  his  employ. 

MoNair  went  to  farming,  Findley  went  Mackmaw,  and 
procured,  by  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Kolette,  a  small  assort- 
ment of  goods,  and  attempted  to  trade  at  Prairie  du  Ohien ;  but 
as  there  was  then  no  money  in  circulation,  except  what  little  came 
from  the  few  troops  stationed  at  the  fort,  and  goods  were  then 
selling  very  high  at  Mackinaw,  he  did  not  succeed  in  business, 
and  before  the  close  of  the  year  turned  over  to  Mr.  Rolette  his 
dtock  and  assets  towards  the  payment  of  the  purchase,  which  was 
made  of  Messrs.  Berthelottb  and  Rolette. 

In  the  spring  of  1817,  a  Roman  Catholic  Priest  from  St.  Louis 
called  Pere  Prikre,  visited  Prairie  du  Chien.  He  was  the  first 
that  had  been  there  for  many  years,  and  perhaps  since  the  settle- 
ment, and  organized  the  Roman  Cathlic  Cburch,  and  disturbed 
some  of  the  domestic  arrangements  of  the  inhabitants.  He  found 
several  women  who  had  left  their  husbands  and  were  living  with 
other  men ;  these  he  made  by  the  terror  of  Iiis  church  to  return 
and  ask  pardon  of  their  husbauds,  and  to  be  taken  back  by  them, 
which  they  of  course  could  not  refuse. 

Brevet  General  Ssiythe,  the  Colonel  of  the  Rifle  Regiment, 
who  came  to  Prairie  du  Chien  to  erect  Fort  C»awford  in  1816, 
Lad  arrived  iu  June,  and  selected  the  mound  where  the  stockade 
had  been  built,  and  the  ground  in  front,  to  include  the  most  thick- 
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ly  inhabited  part  of  the  village.  The  ground  thus  selected  en- 
croached upon  the  ancient  burjing  ground  of  the  Prairie,  so  that 
the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  remove  their  dead  to  another 
place. 

During  the  winter  of  1816  or  «arlj  in  the  spring  of  1817,  Lieut. 
Col.  Talbot  Chambers  arrived  at  Fort  Crawford,  and  assumed  the 
command,  and  the  houses  in  the  village  being  an  obstruction  to 
the  garrison,  in  the  spring  of  1 8 17,  he  ordered  those  houses  in  front 
and  about  the  fort  to  be  taken  down  by  their  owners,  and  removed 
to  the  lower  end  of  the  village,  where  he  pretended  to  give  them 
lots.  When  Gen.  Smythe  first  arrived  at  Prairie  du  Chien^  he 
arrested  Michael  Brisbois,  tlien  the  most  prominent  citizen  of  the 
Prairie,  and  placed  him  under  a  guard  of  soldiers  for  several 
days,  charging  hirn  with  treason,  for  having  taken  up  arms  against 
the  United  States.  After  keeping  him  in  duress  for  several 
days,  he  was  sent  on  board  of  a  boat  under  a  guard  to  St.  Louis, 
Gen.  Smythe  refusing  to  let  Mrs.  Brisbois  send  her  husband  a 
package  of  beaver  to  raise  money  in  St.  Louis  to  pay  his  ex- 
penses. The  guard  took  him  to  St.  Louis  and  landed  him  on  the 
levee,  where  they  left  him,  not  having  delivered  him  over  to  the 
civil  authorities,  or  instituted  any  proceedings  against  him,  but 
left  him  there  without  money  or  means  to  return  home.  But  Mr. 
Brisbois  was  known  in  St.  Lo'uis,  at  least  by  reputation,  and 
readily  tound  friends  who  assisted  him  to  return  home.  During 
his  absence  the  commandant,  who  I  believe  was  Lieut.  Col,  Ham- 
ilton, ordered  Mrs.  Brisbois  and  family  out  of  her  house,  and 
took  possession  of  it,  in  which  to  spread,  the  contractor's  flour  to 
dry;  and  also  took  possession  of  Mr.  Bki-jbois'  bakehouse,  with 
about  two  hundred  cords  of  dry  oven  wood,  which  was  used  by 
the  commissary  or  contractor,  for  which  aggressions  and  injuries 
Mr.  Brisbois  received  no  compensation. 

Althouu^h  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  our  Government  had  received 
the  country  by  treaty  stipulation,  the  officers  of  the  army  treated 
the  inhabitants  as  a  conquered  people,  and  the  commandants  as- 
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wimed  all  the  authority  of  governors  of  a  conquered  country 
arraigning  and  trying  the  citizens  by  courts-martial,  and  sentencing 
them  to  ignominious  punishments.  Thia  was  more  p^'ticularly 
the  case  Utider  the  reign  of  Cul.  Chambers,  who  was  a  brave  sol- 
dier in  the  field,  but  a  weak  man  and  not  qualified  for  a  comman- 
dant, as  he  was  generally  governed  by  some  favorite  ofiicer  or 
officers,  who  not  being  responsible  for  the  outrage  committed  by 
their  superior,  would  induce  him  to  do  acts  to  gratify  their  whims 
or  prejudices. 

Cbarlks  Menard,  the  husband  of  the  notable  Mary  Ann,  was 
arrested,  having  been  charged  with  selling  whiskey  to  the  soldiers. 
He  was  brought  about  live  miles  from  his  residence  under  a  guard* 
tried  by  a  court-martial,  whipped,  and  with  a  bottle  hung  to  his 
neck,  marched  through  the  streets,  with  music  playing  the  Rogu^a  . 
March ,&ft(ir  him.  Mknard  protested  that  he  had  not  sold  liquor 
to  the  soldiers,  but  that  they  had  asked  him  for  it,  and  that  he 
refused  to  let  them  have  any,  as  he  did  not  keep  liquor  for  sale. 

And  during  Col.  Chambers'  reign,  for  some  alleged  immoral  con- 
daothe  ba  ushed  Joseph  R)Ln:rrH:  to  an  island,  about  seven  miles 
above  Prairie  du  Chien,  where  he  obliged  him  to  pass  the  winter, 
but  in  the  spring  permitted  him  to  return  to  the  village  to  attend 
to  his  business,  as  his  outfits  were  coming  in  from  the  Indiaa 
country. 

Mr.  Brtsbois  informed  me  that  he  had  resided  in  Prairie  dm 
Chien  about  thirty  years  ;  *  and  there  was  an  old  Scotchman  by 
the  name  of  Jami  s  Atrd,  f  connected  with  the  company  by  which 
I  was  first  employed  in  the  Indian  trade,  who  generally  wintered 

•Mr.  BRI8B0I8,  in  1820.  gave  evidence  before  Mr,  Lee,  the  government  commissioner,  that  he  hafl 
fteen  thirty-nine  jears  in  the  country,  and  was  then  sixty  years  of  age;  and  this  would  give  the  year 
1781  as  the  yeur  of  bis  coming  to  Piairie  du  Chien.  L.  C.  D. 

f  Mt.  AI' d  was  from  Mackinaw,  and  was  a  worthy  man  and  enterprising  trader.  His  field  of  operation* 
vaji  mainly  «ith  the  Sioux  or  Dakntag,  in  what  is  now  Iowa  and  Minnesota.  On  the  return  of  Lewis 
and  Clakk'b  expedition  In  1806,  they  met  Mr.  AiRn  with  two  trading  boata  above  the  Big  Sioux  River, 
oo  the  Missouri;  and  in  their  Journal  they  speak  of  him  u  "ft  v«ry  friendlj  and  liberal  gentleman.'' 
In         he  had  a  trading  post  at  Zkleadota.  L.  C.  D. 
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amohg  the  Sioux  Indians,  and  had  been  a  traded  about  forty  years.  '* 
There  was  also  another  man  by  th6  name  of  Duncan  Graham  ,  who 
had  been  engaged  in  the  Indian  trade  about  the  same  length  of 
time,  and  was  captain  in  the  British  Indian  Department  during 
the  war,  from  whom  I  obtained  considerable  information  of  the 
Indian  country,  and  of  the  earlier  days  of  Prairie  du  Chien. 

Prairie  du  Chien  was,  at  this  time,  an  important  post  for  Indian 
trade,  and  was  considered  by  the  Indians  as  neutral  ground,,  where 
different  tribes,  although  at  war  might  visit  in  safety  ;  but  if  hos- 
tile, they  had  to  beware  of  being  caught  in  the  neighborhood, 
going  or  returning.  Yet  I  never  heard  of  any  hostile  move- 
ment on  the  Prairie  after  they  had  safely  arrived. 

The  factories  which  John  W.  Johnson  had  charge  of,  were  es- 
tablished by  an  act  of  Congress  previous  to  the  war  of  1812,  for 
the  humane  purpose  of  preventing  the  British  traders  from  extor- 
tions on  the  Indians,  and  of  counteracting  British  influence  over 
them,  which  they  exercised  through  the  traders.  But  unfortu- 
nately tiiey  had  the  contrary  effect,  and  through  the  bad  manage- 
ment of  the  traders,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was 
made  to  appear  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  Indians.  The  idea 
was  then  prevalent  in  the  it,  S.,  that  the  most  sleazy  and  cheap 
goods  were  what  the  Indians  wanted,  whereas  the  blankets  fur- 
nished by  the  British  traders,  although  of  coarse  wool,  were  thick - 
and  substantial,  and  so  were  the  cloths  and  calicoes,  while  those 
furnished  by  the  Americans  were  greatly  inferior.  It  was  many 
years  before  Mr.  Astoe,  with  all  fiis  wealth  and  sagacity,  could  ob- 
tain in  England  suitable  blankets  and  cloths  for  the  Indian  trade,  ■ 
and  also  the  proper  guns.  There  was,  at  that  time,  an  Indian  gun 
manufactured  in  England,  Galled  the  ]S"orth  "West  gun,  of  simple, 
plain  and  strong  construction,  and  it  was  understood  that  the  ' 
manufacture  of  blankets,  cloths  and  guns  was  bo  much  under  the 
influence  of  the  North  West  Fur  Company,  that  an  American 
could  not  procure  the  genuine  article,  and  hence  the  goods  fur- 
nished by  the  factors  were  all  of  an  inferior  article,  except' 
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tobacco;  and  the  British  traders  took  especial  pains  when  they 
happened  to  have  a  poor  article,  to  call  it  American.  They 
had  been  furnished  for  many  years  with  their  tobacco  from  Al- 
bany, an  inferior  article,  made  into  carrots  of  from  two  to  three 
pounds ;  and  when  the  American  tobacco  in  plugs,  and  of  a  toler- 
able good  quality,  was  introduced  among  them,  they  admitted 
that  it  was  the  best. 

When  I  first  came  to  the  country,  it  was  the  I'Uictice  of  the  old 
traders  and  interpreters  to  call  any  inferior  article  of  goods  Amer- 
ican, and  to  speak  to  the  Indians  in  a  contemptuous  manner  of  the 
Americans  and  their  goods,  and  the  goods  which  they  brought  in- 
to the  country  but  too  generally  warranted  this  reproach.  But 
after  Mr.  Astor  had  purchased  out  the  South- West  Company  and 
established  the  American  Fur  Company,  he  succeeded  in  getting 
suitable  kinds  of  goods  for  the  Indians,  except  at  first  the  N'orth- 
West  Indian  gun.  He  attempted  to  introduce  an  imitation  of 
them,  manufactured  in  Holland,  but  it  did  not  succeed,  as  the  In- 
dians soon  detected  the  difference. 

At  that  time  there  were  generally  collected  at  Prairie  du  Chien 
by  the  traders  and  U,  S.  factors,  about  three  hundred  packs  of  one 
hundred  pounds  each  of  furs  and  peltries,  mostly  fine  furs.  Of  the 
different  Indian  tribes  that  visited  and  traded  more  or  less  at 
Prairie  du  Chien,  there  were  the  Menomonees  from  Green  Bay, 
who  frequently  wintered  on  the  Mississippi ;  the  Ohippewas,  who 
resided  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Chippewa  and  Black  rivers ;  the 
Foxes,  who  had  a  large  village  where  Cassville  now  stands,  called 
Penah — i.  e.  Turkey ;  the  Sauks,  who  resided  about  Galena  and 
Dubuque;  the  Winnebagoes,  who  resided  on  the  Wisconsin  River; 
the  lowas,  who  then  had  a  village  on  the  Upper  Iowa  River ;  Wa- 
BASHAw's  band  of  Sioux,  who  resided  on  a  beautiful  Prairie  on  the 
Iowa  side  of  the  Mississippi,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
above  Prairie  du  Chien,  with  occasionally  a  Kickapoo  and  Potta- 
wattamie. 

The  Sauks  and  Foxes  brought  from  Galena  a  considerable  quan- 
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titj  of  lead,  moulded  in  the  eartli,  in  bars  about  two  feet  long, 
and  from  six  to  eight  inches  wide,  and  from  two  to  four  inches 
thick,  being  something  of  an  oval  form,  and  thickest  in  tbe  mid- 
dle, and  generally  thinning  to  the  edge,  and  weighing  from  thirty 
to  forty  pounds.  It  was  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  see  a  Fox 
Indian  arrive  at  Prairie  dii  Ohien  with  a  hand  sled,  loaded  with 
twenty  or  thirty  wild  turkies  f<  r  sale,  as  they  were  very  plenty 
about  Cassville,  and  occasionally  there  were  some  killed  opposite 
Prairie  du  Chien. 

About  the  year  1822,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hardin  Perkins, 
from  Kentucky,  came  to  Prairie  du  Chien  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  paw-mill  in  the  Indian  country,  and  obtained  permis- 
sion from  Major  Taliafkbro,  then  agent  for  tbe  Sioux  Indians, 
with  the  conserit  of  the  Indinns^  to  erect  a  eaw-mill  on  their  land 
on  the  Chippewa  river  and  tributaries;  but  Perkins  not  having 
the  capital  to  carry  out  his  project,  or  sufficient  influence  to  ob- 
tain the  permission  of  the  Indians  to  erect  this  mill,  solicited 
Joseph  Rolette  and  myself  to  join  him,  which  we  did,  and  con- 
tracted with  Wabash Aw's  band  of  Sioux,  who  claimed  the 
^  Chippewa  River  country^  for  the  privilege  of  erecting  a  mill  and 
cutting  timber  for  it,  paying  them  about  $1000  per  year  in  goods, 
and  furnished  Perkins  tbe  necessary  means  for  the*^  purpose  ;  and 
he  was  to  take  charge  of  and  conduct  tbe  business.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  Menomonee  River,  a  tributary  of  the  Chippewa,  and  on 
a  small  stream  running  into  the  Menomonee,  about  twenty  miles 
from  its  mouth,  erected  a  saw  mill  and  had  it  so  near  done  that 
be  expected  to  commence  sawing  in  a  very  few  days,  when  one  of 
those  sudden  freshets  to  which  hiily  countries  are  subject,  came 
upon  him  and  swept  away  the  dam,  mill  a'.d  appeudages,  and 
Perkins  returned  to  Prairie  du  Cbien  witb  his  fanjily  and  hands, 
hav  ing  suffered  during  his  re4dence  there  considerable  from  fear 
of  the  Cliippewa  Indians  who  resid^^d  near,  and  sometimes  visited 
tbe  mill  builders. 

Ool.  Snellinq,  who  commanded  atFortSnelliog,  had  frequently 
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since  Perkins  and  his  men  commenced  operations,  threatened  to 
gend  a  force  and  destroy  the  mill,  saying  the  Indian  Agent  had  no 
authority  to  give  permission  tu  build  mills  in  the  Indian  country. 
The  parties  being  pretty  well  convinced  of  the  fact,  and  that  CoL 
Snellinq  had  malice  enough  to  carry  out  his  threat,  if  for  nothing 
else  but  to  punish  Mr.  Kolette,  with  whom  he  had  some  difficulty, 
concluded  not  to  rebuild,  until  they  could  be  authorized  by  some 
better  authority,  supposing  then  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had 
that  power;  and  Mr.  KoletVe  and  myself  made  up  our  minds  to 
pocket  the  loss,  and  let  Perkins  off  with  the  loss  of  the  few  arti- 
cles he  had  furnished  and  his  services,  which  amounted  to  about 
fifteen  hundred  dollars.  It  proved  a  bad  speculation  to  all  par- 
ties. The  annuity  we  agreed  to  pay  the  Indians  for  the  privilege 
of  building  the  mill  and  cutting  timber,  being  stopped  during  the 
time  there  was  no  work  on  the  mill,  the  Indians  insisted  upon  its 
payment,  and  inquired  the  reason  we  did  not  go  on  with  the  work. 
We  were  obliged  to  tell  them  that  their  Great  Father  would  not 
allow  us  to  do  so.  They  said  they  had  given  us  permission,  and 
that  the  country  was  theirs,  and  their  Gr^^at  Father  had  no  right 
to  say  anything  about  it. 

In  the  fall  of  1829,  returning  from  St.  Louis,  I  met  at  Galena 
Major  John  Biddle  of* Detroit,  who  had  then  been  elected  our 
delegate  to  Congress'from  Michigan,  and  enquired  what  he  could 
do  for  me,  or  the  people  of  Prairie  du  Chien  at  Washington.  I 
then  related  to  him  the  situation  in  which  I  and  Mr.  Rolktte  were 
placed  with  regar  i  to  the  mill  and  annuities  to  the  Indians.  He 
told  me  that  when  I  got  home,  if  I  would  address  him  at  Wash- 
ington, stating  our  case,  that  he  would  attend  to  it.  I  wrote  to 
him  a  full  statement  of  the  case  and  difficulties,  and  Major  Biddle 
obtained  for  us  from  the  Secretary  of  War  permission  to  erect 
mills,  &c.,  provided  we  contracted  with  the  Indians  through  the 
Indian  Agent  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 

We  renewed  our  contract  with  the  Indians,  through  their  agents, 
and  in  May,  1830,  sent  a  mill-right  who  was  also  a  partner,  a  su- 


perintendent,  carpenter  and  blacksmith,  with  laborers,  provisions, 
teams,  and  tools,  to  erect  a  mill  on  the  Chippewa  Eiver  or  its 
tributaries.  The  mill-right  selected  the  site  of  the  old  dam  of 
Perkins  for  his  dam,  and  built  the  mill  on  the  Menomonee  Kiver, 
and  dug  a  canal  across  a  point  of  land  from  the  small  stream  to 
the  mill.  The  hands  we  were  obliged  to  employ  were  mostly 
Canadians,  and  we  engaged  the  wife  of  one  of  them,  a  Menomonee 
half  breed,  as  cook  for  the  hands.  Few  Americans  can  manage 
the  Canadian  myagaurs  to  advantage.  They  suppose  that  they 
must  be  treated  with  the  same  familiarity  as  American  laborers, 
and  reason  them  into  doing  their  duty ;  but  this  is  not  the  proper 
treatment.  The  voyageur  has  been  so  long  accustomed  to  look 
upon  his  employer  as  his  superior,  and  to  be  treated  bj  him  as 
his  inferior,  that  so  soon  as  he  is  treated  as  American  hands  expect 
to  be  treated  by  their  employer,  they  at  once  conceive  a  contempt 
for  him,  and  become  mutinous.  Such  was  the  case  with  our 
superintendent,  and  he  proved  not  to  be  qualified  to  superintend 
any  kind  of  men  or  business,. au;^  all  the  hands  looked  upon  him 
with  contempt. 

Three  or  four  Chippewas  came  to  them  and  the  Menomonee 
half  breed  woman,  she  being  the  only  one  that  understood  the 
Chippewa  language,  and  told  them  that  if  they  did  not  leave  there 
they  would  kill  them  all.  This  was  about  night-fall,  and  the  su- 
perintendent was  so  much  alarmed  that  at  dark  he  got  into  a  canoe 
with  one  man,  as  much  frightened  as  himself,  and  went  down  in 
the  night  over  the  rapids,  that  were  difficult  to  navigate  even  in 
the  day  time,  leaving  orders  with  the  men  to  load  the  provisions, 
tools,  &c.,  into  the  boat,  and  to  start  in  the  morning  down,  the 
Chippewa  River  near  to  its  mouthy  which  they  did,  driving  the 
oxen  by  land.  The  superintendent,  whose  name  was  Armstrong, 
arrived  at  the  Prairie  evidently  much  alarmed,  and  gave  me  a 
terrible  account  of  his  escape;  and  not  until  he  had  been  at  the 
Prairie  some  considerable  time  did  he  inform  me  that  he  had  or- 
dered all  the  men  to  leave  the  mill,  and  that  they  were  probably 
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on  their  way  down.  I  was  then  satisfied  that  my  presence  was 
required  there,  unless  I  intended  to  abandon  the  mill ;  and  it  being 
in  the  hot  weather  of  August,  I  did  not  feel.much  inclined  to  make 
a  voyage  in  a  canoe  exposed  to  the  sun,  but  from  the  materials  we 
had  to  deal  with,  I  saw  at  once  that  it  was  necessaji^y. 

I  had  a  canoe  manned  with  a  half  breed  Winnebago,  who  spoke 
Chippewa,  and  together  with  Aemstrokg  and  the  Frenchman  who 
had  come  down  with  him,  put  out  at  once,  taking  in  my  canoe 
provisions  enough  for  myself  and  crew  to  reach  the  mill.  We 
had  proceeded  about  forty  miles  up  the  Mississippi,  when  early 
in  tbe  morning  at  a  sand-bar,  in  the  middle  of  a  channel,  and 
about  one  fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  shore,  I  met  a  canoe  with  a 
Menomonee  half-breed  and  a  large  athletic  Ohioan  by  the  name 
of  Hartwell,  whom  I  had  never  seen  before.  Akmstrong  had 
engaged  him  as  carpenter,  and  taken  him  to  the  mill  without  my 
having  seen  him,  or  knowing  his  name.  I  asked  them  where  they 
were  going,  and  they  said  to  the  Prairie.  I  said,  no  f— you  must 
return  with  me."  I  knew  that  the  half  breed  would  obey  without 
difficulty,  but  H^twell  said  he  was  going  to  the  Prairie,  and  I 
knew  in  order  to  take  all  of  them  back,  I  must  take  these  back  as 
I  met  them.  Hartwell  was  a  strong  man  and  armed  with  a 
rifle,  but  I  said  to  him,  "  this  canoe  at  least  is  mine,  and  does  not 
go  to  the  Prairie;  you  can  take  your  choice,  either  to  go  back,  or 
to  remain  on  this  sand-bar." 

He  concluded  to  go  back,  and  for  fear  that  they  might  give  me 
the  slip,  I  got  into  the  canoe  with  them  and  we  proceeded  up  the 
river  about  ten  miles  farther,  where  we  met  all  the  Canadians 
with  the  half-breed  Menomonee  woman,  when  we  all  put  ashore. 
I  told  them  that  they  must  go  back  to  the  inill,  which  they  refused 
to  do.  1  soon  discovered,  as  I  had  suspected,  that  the  woman  was 
the  leader  of  the  party,  and  I  bribed  her  to  go  b,ack.  She  con- 
sented, and  the  others  followed  her  example.  She  and  her  hus- 
band were  in  a  large  canoe,  not  half  finished,  which  would  go 
hard  up  stream.    From  the  manner  of  her  consenting  so  readily 
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to  return,  I  saspected  that  she  int^ded  as  soon  aa  they  could  lag 
a  little  behind,  and  get  some  point  between  me  and  them,  to  slip 
down  the  stream,  which  I  afterwards  learned  was  really  their  in- 
tention ;  to  prevent  which,  I  told  them,  as  they  wer^  weak-bandr 
ed,  and  had  a  heavy  canoe,  that  I  would  embark  with  them  and 
help  them  paddle.  I  paddled  all  day,  and  made  a  good  day's 
work  up  stream,  and  encamped  in  a  channel  of  the  river  opposite 
to  Wabashaw's  Prairie. 

The  men  had  only  taken  provisions  enough  to  last  them  to  the 
Prairie,  and  it  was  soon  seen  that  my  stock  would  not  be  suflScienti 
for  the  additional  mouths  until  we  reached  the  boat.  In  camp  at 
night  one  of  the  men  named  Francis  La  Pointe,  a  native  of 
Prairie  du  Chien,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  the 
Indians,  told  me  that  it  was  but  a  short  distance  across  the  conn- 
try  to  the  Chippewa,  whore  the  boat  then  was ;  and  proposed  to 
go  there,  take  a  canoe  and  meet  us  with  provisions,  which  I  rd- 
quested  him  to  do.  He  acc  ordingly  after  breakfast  borrowed  a 
gun,  took  some  crackers  in  his  pocket,  and  started  across,  while 
we  proceeded  up  the  channel  along  under  the  bluffs  'or  about  five 
miles  to  where  the  canoes  cross  the  Mississippi  to  the  western 
side.  Just  as  we  were  about  putting  off  from  the  shore.  La  Pointh 
came  running  down  the  hill  hallooing  " Indians! "  The  canoes 
were  all  putting  out  into  the  river,  but  I  ordered  the  canoe  that  I 
was  in  to  put  to  shore,  and  take  the  man  in,  confiding,  at  the 
time,  in  his  statement. 

La  Pointe  had  on,  when  he  started,  two  cotton  shirts,  and  when 
he  returned  one  of  the  shirts  was  neaily  cut  from  him,  and  several 
stabs  through  the  other.  lie  had  thrown  away  all  his  anjmuni- 
tion  and  his  hat,  and  stated  that  after  crossing  the  hill  and  getting 
into  a  ravine  of  tall  grass,  that  live  Chippewa  Indians  suddenly 
surrounded  him,  took  away  his  powder,  shot  and  provisions,  cat 
his  hat  and  shirt  all  to  pieces,  called  him  a  dog,  and  would  have 
taken  his  gun  had  he  not  begged  hard  to  retain  it,  telling  them 
that  it  was  not  his.    He  told  so  probable  a  story  of  what  woald 
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naturally  be  the  conduct  of  a  war  party  of  Indians,  that  I  at  first 
believed  him,  but  we  stopped  shortly  after  for  dinner,  and  although 
the  men  pretended  to  be  much  afraid  of  the  Indians,  I  diecovered 
something  in  their  conduct  that  satisfied  me,  that  it  was  a  hoax. 
They  proposed  to  turn  back  to  Prairie  du  Ohien  for  fear  of  the 
Indians,  but  I  told  them  that  I  was  never  in  the  habit  of  tnrning 
back  through  fear,  until  I  saw  thei  e  was  really  danger,  and  that  I 
did  not  require  them  to  run  any  risk  which  I  would  not  m^^solf 
freely  share. 

We  finally  proceeded  on  quietly  until  near  the  mouth  of  Riveire 
An  Boeufor  Buffalo  River,  when  Armstrong  and  the  man  who  came 
down  with  him,  who  were  actually  in  great  fear,  as  they  were  not 
in  the  secret  of  the  plot,  discovered  an  Indian  on  the  bluffs  below 
its  mouth,  or  imagined  they  did,  and  gave  the  alarm  of  Chippe- 
wa I  "  But  we  met  some  Sioux  at  the  foot  of  the  bluffs,  and  they 
3aid  that  it  could  not  be  Chippewas,  as  they  had  the  day  before 
been  hunting  over  there  and  thought  it  probable  that  ^ome  of 
their  people  might  still  be  hunting  there.  So  we  proceeded  to  a 
point  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa  River,  and  encamp- 
ed for  the  night. 

So  much  had  been  said  about  danger  from  the  Chippewas,  that 
I  began  to  believe  there  was  something  in  it,  and  must  confess 
that  the  next  morning  I  entered  the  narrow  mouth  of  the  Chip- 
pewa, fringed  with  bushes,  with  some  fear  that  some  Indian  might 
be  hid,  and  fire  upon  us  without  giving  notice  of  his  presence  ; 
but  once  io,  the  feeling  of  fear  wore  off,  and  wo  proceeded  on 
with  little  to  eat  until  about  10  o'clock,  when  we  came  to  a  Me- 
nomonee  lodge,  where  we  found  a  great  deal  of  venison,  and  a 
quantity  stuck  up  around  the  fire  cooking,  to  which  we  did  ample 
justice.  We  then  proceeded  about  ten  mi-les  up  the  river,  where 
we  found  the  boat  and  three  Americans  who  had  remained  with 
it.  But  they  refused,  as  well  as  the  Canadians  to  go  back  to  the 
mill  under  the  supeiintendence  of  Armstrong;  and  from  all  ac- 
oounte  of  the  men,  as  well  as  from  what  I  had  seen  of  him,  I  was 
18 
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satisfied  that  he  was  aot  calculated  to  conduct  i$uch  aihusiness, 
and  I  concluded  that  the  best  way  to  get  rid  of  him,  was  to  pur- 
chase him  out,  even  if  I  had  to  give  more  than  he  was  justly 
entitled.  His  fear  of  tjie  Ci^ippewas  ^as  such,  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  return.  He  pwed  me  about  five  hundred  dollars,  which 
^  would  not  be  worth  much  if  he  left  the  mill ;  yet,  to  get  rid  of 
him,  I  gave  him  that,  and  took  a  quit,  claim  of  all  his  claims  upon 
the  ii^ill,  and  let  him  have  a:  small  canoe  in  which  he  xiescended 
the  river. 

My  people  agreed  to  go  back  to  th®  mill,  provided  I  would  get 
the  Menomonees  to  go  up  the  river  with  us,  but  I  had  no  inter- 
preter in  whom  I  could  confide,  as  my  half  breed  Winnebago  bad 
joined  his  comrades,  the  Canadians,  against  me.  So  I  sent  down 
for  the  Menomonees  at  the  lodge  we  had  passed,  to  come  and  go 
with  us ;  but  presume  that  the  half  breed  Menomonee  woman 
'  had  instructed  them  how  to  act;  for  although  I  ofi*ered  them  a 
higl\  price,  they  pretended  io  ti^  afraid  of  the  Chippewas,  which 
I  was  satisfied  was  not  the  case,  and  declined  to  go,  unless  anoth- 
er band  who  were  hunting  on  the  Chippewa,  above  the  mouth  of 
the  Menomonee  River,  would  go  with  them.  So  I  sent^an  Indian 
for  them,  and  proceeded  on  with  my  boat,  and  encamped  on  a 
sand-bar  opposite  the  Menomonee  River,  and  waited  for  the  In- 
dians until  about  noon  the  next  day,  when  they  arrited,  but  did 
not  want  to  go  into  the  Menomonee,  expressing  their  fears  of  the 
Chippewas.  I  offered  them  a  keg  of  powder,  a  bar  of  lead,  and 
,  promised,  when  they  next  came  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  to  give  them 
1  a  keg  of  whiskey  ;  but  they  still  declined  going,  reiterating  their 
apprehensions,  which  I  was  satisfied  were  feigned  :br  the  occasion, 
and  that  thej  were  but  playing  their  part  as  instructed  by  the 
iivhalf  breed  woman.  Believing  such  to  be  the  case,  I  ordered  the 
ij  men  to  put  the  things  in  the  boat,  telling  them  that  I  was  not 
airaid  of  the  Chippewas,  and  should  go  to  the  mill.  Upon  this, 
some  of  the  Canadians  showed  a  disposition  to  mutiny,  but  I  had 
made  up  my  mind  to  go,  and  knock  down  the  leader  with  a  clubj 
and  force  them  to  accompany  me.    How  I  should  have  succeeded 
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I  do  not  know,  but  at  that  moment  the  Indians  finding  that.lvwas 
determined  to  go  without  them,  said  they  would  go, and  we  proceed- 
ed up  the  Menomonee  River  about  nine  miles,  whei'e  we  en- 
camped. 

The  Winnebago  and  Menomonee  half  breeds  unloaded  one  of 
the  canoes  and  said  there  was  a  lake  near  there,  and  that  they 
would  go  and  shoot  elk ;  bat  in  about  an  hour  they  returned, 
apparently  much  alarmed,  and  said  they  saw  tracks  of  Indians 
around  the  lake.  But  the  Menomonees  who  had  agreed  to  go 
with  us  fearing  to  loose  their  promised  pay  if  we  went  back,  said 
that  the  tracks  were  not  Ohippewas  but  Menomoaees,  as  some  of 
their  people  had  been  there  that  day  hunting.  The  next  day  we 
proceeded  on  up  the  river  without  any  thing  of  note  until  we 
reached  the  mill,  except  occasionally  seeing  a  Chippewa  in  imagi- 
nation. 

There  was  among  the  carpenters  of  my  party  a  discharged  sol- 
dier of  the  name  of  Holmes,  who  was  a  better  mill-wright  than 
Aemstrong,  and  upon  whom,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  Armstrong 
had  depended  to  build  the  mill.  I  then  made  a  bargain  with 
Isaac  Saunders,  one  of  the  carpenters  Armstrong  had  taken  up, 
giving  him  an  interest  in  the  mill  to  superintend  it,  and  engaged 
Holmes  by  the  day  to  build  the  mill.  There  had  been  very  little 
work  done  during  the  summer,  and  they  did  not  get  the  mill  ready 
to  commence  sawing  until  March,  1831 ;  and  by  the  1st  of  June 
following,  had  sawed  about  100,000  feet  of  lumber.  It  was  im- 
possible at  that  time  at  Prairie  du  Chien  to  get  any  other  hands 
than  Canadians,  except  occasionally  a  discharged  soldier;  and 
among  the  Americans  that  were  at  the  mill,  there  was  not  one 
who  knew  how  to  construct  a  raft. 

The  Canadian  manner  of  rafting  had  been  to  lay  two  floats  of 
|imber  about  ten  inches  square,  and  raft  the  boards  on  them,  and 
they  rafted  our  lumber  in  that  way ;  but  when  they  had  completed 
the  raft,  they  found  there  was  not  water  enough  to  float  it,  the 
water  being  very  low  that  spring.    As  many  of  the  men's  time 
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wonid  be  out  in  May,  I  went  up  with  another  Bet  of  hands  to  sup- 
ply the  places  of  those  that  would  come  away  with  the  raft.  Bat 
on  arriving  there,  I  found  the  water  very  low,  and  the  Canadians 
declared  that  the  lumber  could  not  be  rafted  out  of  tho  river.  Ik 
appeared  that  we  would  have  to  wait  for  a  rise  of  water;  and  hav- 
ing a  double  set  of  hands,  I  concluded  to  build  another  mill,  on  a 
stream  about  one  mile  from  the  other.  I  set  the  hands  to  work 
getting  out  timber  for  the  dam,  mill,  &c. 

The  Canadians  who  had  first  gone  there,  and  went  back  witk 
me  against  their  will,  and  whose  times  were  about  expiring,  were 
still  disposed  to  be  mutinous,  and  declared  their  intention  of  not 
waiting  for  a  rise  of  water  to  get  the  timber  out,  and  of  leaving 
as  soon  as  their  time  should  expire.  I  told  them  that  they  conld 
not  leave  until  they  took  down  the  lumber ;  that  1  would  pay  them 
for  their  time,  and  that  they  could  not  get  permission  t.'>  go  unless 
they  took  it  by  force,  and  that,  I  did  not  think,  would  be  very 
safe  for  tliem  to  attempt  while  I  was  ihere,  and  if  they  cut  a  pine  * 
tree  to  make  a  canoe  of,  I  would  have  them  prosecuted  and  im- 
prisoned—and,  as  a  Canadian  is  much  afraid  of  a  jail,  they  con- 
cluded to  continue  their  work. 

During  the  time  I  was  contriving  how  this  lumber  was  to  be  got 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Menomonee,  and  talking  with  Holmes  one 
day  about  it,  he  told  me  he  had  somewhere  seen  lumber  rafted 
over  rapids  by  luying  one  sawed  board  or  slab  lapping  about  half 
its  length  upon  another,  after  the  manner  of  shingling,  and  thus 
repeat  and  combine  until  the  raft  or  crib  should  be  formed  ;  and 
that  it  would  hang  together  in  passing  over  any  rapids.  Upon 
this  hint  1  caused  a  crib  to  be  made,  but  the  men  said  it  would 
drown  any  one  who  would  be  fool-hardy  enough  to  take  it  over 
the  rapids.  I  waited  till  the  fullowifig  Sunday,  when  the  men 
would  be  idle,  and  then  told  two  of  the  hands  that  if  they  would 
take  that  crib  to  the  mouth  of  the  Menomonee,  I  would  pay  them 
one  dollar  each.  Thej  did  so  without  accident,  and  returned  bj  I 
land  before  night,  and  reported  that  the  lumber  could  be  taken 
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dowD  in  that  way  without  any  difficulty.  The  men  now  went  to 
work  and  rafted  it;  got  it  nearly  all  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
when  about  the  Ist  of  June,  it  commenced  raiijing,  and  continued 
jnost  of  the  time  very  hard  for  a  fortnight.  The  stream  on  which 
eur  dam  was,  rose  in  about  twelve  hours  something  like  twelve 
feet,  and  the  Menomonee  River  about  the  same,  carrying  away 
the  dam,  and  sweeping  the  loose  made  cribs  of  lumber  from  their 
moorings,  and  scattered  the  lumber  over  the  bottoms  of  the  Me- 
nomonee and  Chippewa  Rivers.  About  fifty  thousand  feet  of  this 
lumber  was  afterwards  recovered  in  a  damaged  state,  at  a  great 
expense,  and  taken  to  St.  Louis  and  sold  at  a  reduced  price.  Such 
were  some  of  the  difficulties  attending  the  early  attempts  at  lumber- 
ing in  this  country.  The  ouly  hands  that  could  be  employed  were 
the  Canadian  voyayear8\  thej  could  row  a  boat  well,  or  run  a 
raft,  but  that  was  about  the  extent  of  their  knowledge  of  lumber- 
ing. Occasionally  you  could  pick  up  a  discharged  soldier  that 
had  some  knowledge  of  the  business,  and  these  were  the  materials 
that  pioneer  saw-mill  proprietors  had  to  use,  and  manage  as  best 
they  could. 

Shortly  after  this,  Dai^iel  Whitnet,  of  Green  Bay,  obtained 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  a  similar  permit  to  that  granted  to  Mr. 
Rolette  and  mjseif,  and  built  a  mill  upon  the  Upper  Wisconsin. 

Of  all  the  foreigners  that  came  to  this  country,  the  Canadians 
of  French  extraction  seemed  to  have  the  least  idea  of  the  privi- 
leges of  American  citizenship.  It  appeared  almost  impossible  to 
instil  into  their  minds  any  thing  of  the  independence  of  self-gov- 
ernment, and  this  was  not  confined  entirely  to  the  uneducated,  but 
would  apply  more  or  less  to  the  partially  educated  classes.  They 
do  not  consider  it  a  privih  ge  to  vote  for  the  officers  who  are 
to  govern  them  ;  and  consider  it  only  desirable  to  use  the  elective 
franchise  in  order  to  gratify  some  friend  who  has  asked  them  to 
vote  for  himself  or  his  candidate  ;  and  when  so  requested,  they 
are  too  polite  to  refuBe,  unless  a  previous  promise  had  been  made 
to  Bome  other. 

I 
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I  have  lived  among  this  people  upwards  of  thirty  years,  and  have 
taken  considerable  interest  in  elections,  and  frequently  asked  the 
people  to  vote  for  the  candidate  that  I  supported,  and  recollect 
but  a  solitary  instance,  in  all  that  time,  where  a  man  had  the  in- 
dependence to  refuse  my  request.  It  was  amusing  after  the 
county  of  Cir.  wford  was  organized,  and  an  election  was  to  take 
place  for  a  delegate  to  Congress  from  Michigan,  to  see  these  peo- 
ple about  election  time.  It  so  happened  that  Joseph  Rolette  and 
myself  influenced  about  an  equal  number  of  voters,  and  as  we 
generally  supported  different  candidates,  these  people  would  meet, 
and- talk  among  themselves  about  the  election,  asking  each  other 
who  they  were  going  to  vote  for?  The  answer  invariably  was, 
"  Je  va  vote  pour  Mans,  Kolette;"  or  ^'Je  va  vote  pour  Mons. 
LocKwooD the  names  of  the  opposing  candidates  never  being 
mentioned,  and  very  seldom  known — a  rather  amusing  circum- 
stance. 

lAthe  spring  of  the  year  1824,  a  delegate  to  Congress  was  to 
be  elected  for  Michigan ;  and  Michigan,  like  all  other  portions 
of  the  Union,  had  several  patriotic  men  who  desired  to  sacri- 
fice themselves  to  the  service  of  their  country.  Among  the  nu- 
merous candidates,  Mr.  Eolette  and  I  each  selected  one  for  our 
support,  and  solicited  the  votes  of  the  Canadians  for  our  respect- 
ive candidates.  Among  the  voters  was  a  respectable  and  indus- 
trious farmer  living  in  the  lower  end  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  by  the 
name  of  Barrette,  whose  vote  had  been  solicited  both  by  Mr. 
R0LIBTTE  and  myself ;  but  Barrette  being  engaged  in  getting  in 
his  spring  crop  of  grain,  and  thinking  if  he  went  to  the  election 
he  would  offend  one  or  the  other  of  us,  which  he  wished  to  avoid, 
concluded  it  Would  be  wisest  to  remain  at  home,  and  work  on  his 
farm.  Mr.  Rolette's  idea  of  the  elective  franchise  was  such,  tliat 
he  believed  that  every  man  was  bound  to  vote,  and,  moreover 
that  he  should  do  it  precisely  in  accordance  with  his  leader's 
wishes,  without  exercising  any  judgment  whatever  of  his  own. 
Mr.  Rolette  being  a  Canadian  by  birth,  of  French  extraction,  and 
although  an  educated  man,  considered  himself  insulted  by  Bae- 
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BET^i's  not  coiMng  to  the  election  *  and  voting  fdr  his  ^anidid'ate, 
and'declared  thai  he  would  be  reVenged'  6ii%iM: 

T^ere  was  a  law  at  that  time  in  Michigau^pre venting  stud  horses 
ftom' running  at  large  when  over  eighteen  months  of  age,  under 
a  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  each  offence,  "  if  willingly  or  wilfully 
at  large.''   At  this  time  tKe  water  was  high  in.  thi^  Mississippi, 
and  the  old  village  of  Prairie  .du  Chien  was  an  island.  One 
morning  shortly  after  the  election,  Mr.  Rolette  with  his  men 
brought  me  two  horses  of  the  aforesaid  description,  and  .  hitched 
them  before  my  door.  I  was  then  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  ^  Solette 
entered  my  house  under  considerable  apparent  excitement,  saying, 
he  had  brought  me  two  horses  that  were  running  at  large  contrary 
to  law.    I  answered  him,  that  I  did  not  want  the  horses,  nor  was 
I  going  to  take  charge  of  them.    Mr.  Rolette  then  asked,  as  they 
were  at  large  contrary  to  law,  what  was  to  be  doiae     I  answered, 
that  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  horses,  and  should  not 
take  charge  of  them';  but  if  he  wished  to  make  a  complaint  against 
their  owners,  I  was  bound  to  take  notice  of  it.    Mr.  Rolette  then 
concluded  to  make  such  complaint  against  Baerette,  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  horses,  and  Ifet  the  other  off,  as  he  had  no  pique  to 
.  gratiiy  in  his  case.    Process  was  accordingly  ksued  against  Bab- 
RETfE,'  and  soon  returned  served.    On  the  4ay  of  trial^  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Perkins,  heretofore  spoken  of,  seeing  that  the  suit 
w^as  brought  by  an  apparently  wealthy  man  to  oppress  a  poor  one, 
volunteered  his  services  to  assist  in  defending  him,  and  on  calling 
the '  case  the  defendant  demand!ed  a  jury.   The  Legislature  of 
Michigan  had  some  two  or  three  years  before  this  reduced  the 
jury  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  to,  six,  and  the  year  preceding 
this'  teal,  they  had  repealed  that  law,  wi'thoui  any  saving  clause. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  decided  that't^e  repeal  of  the  law, 
revived  the  old  one  of  twelve  jurors,  and  accordingly  had  a  jury 
of  that  number  summoned  and  s\vorn.  It  so  happened  that  there 
were  sorne  Americans  on  the  jury,, and  as  the  trial  proceeded,  the 
defendant  admitted  that  his  horse  wa^  at  large,  but  not  "willingly 
or  wilfully,''  and  proved  that  his  horse  was  old,  and  had  been  work- 
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ed  down  very  poor  in  the  spring,  and  that  when  he  was  through 
with  his  work  and  wished  to  turn  him  out  on  the  Prairie,  to  save 
himself  from  the  penaltj  of  the  hiw,  he  had  taken  him  to  be  cas- 
trated to  the  only  man  on  the  Prairie  that  pretended  to  perform  such 
operations.  But  he  declined  doing  so,  saying  that  the  horse  was 
too  poor  and  weak  to  live  through  it,  and  that  he  had  better  turn 
Lira  out  on  the  Prairie  to  rest  and  recruit  a  few  days,  as  he  could 
do  no  harm.  Utider  this  testimony,  the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict 
for  defendant,  stating  that  Barrette's  horse  was  neither  wilfully 
nor  willingly  "  at  large,  contrary  to  law. 

After  this  Barretfe,  by  advice  of  his  friend,  brought  suit 
against  Mr.  Eolbtte,  before  N.  BoiLviN,Esq.,  another  Justice  of  the 
Pefice,  for  treppatiS,  and  swimming  his  horse  across  the  slongh  of 
St.  Ferolo,  and  had  another  jury,  who  gave  Barbettk  five  dollars 
damages  and  cov-ts,  which  mortified  Mr.  Rolette  very  much.  He 
did  not  care  so  tniici)  about  the  money,  as  he  did  about  attempting 
to  punish  a  Canadian  farmer  for  disobeying  his  wishes^  and  to 
have  that  farmer  beat  him. 

In  the  fall  of  1818,  a  severe  fight  took  place  on  the  prairie  be- 
tween Lac  Traverse  and  the  head  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  under 
fiom.ething  like  the  following  circumstances,  as  related  to  me  im- 
mediately after  by  some  Indians  who  had  participated  in  the  ac- 
tion. I  was  then  at  my  wintering  station  near  Lac  qui  Parle,  on 
the  St  Peters.  During  the  summer  a  Yankton  chief,  who  gener- 
ally resided  near  Lac  Traverse,  called  by  the  French  the  Grand 
8iN()iiB,  had  met  with  some  Chippcwas,  with  whom  he  had  smok- 
ed the  pipe  of  peace,  and  after  the  council  had  broken  up,  and 
the  Chippewas  were  wending  their  way,  as  they  supposed,  safely 
to  their  homes,  when  a  party  of  the  Grand  Sin  ore's  band  followed 
them  and  killed  some  of  the  men,  and  took  one  woman  prisoner. 
Upon  this,  eleven  young  Chippewas  armed,  provisioned,  and  pro- 
vided with  moccasins,  and  started  for  the  Sioux  country,  declaring 
that  they  would  not  return  until  they  had  avenged  the  insult  and 
outrage.    They  travelled  in  the  Sioux  country  about  a  month 
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without  falling  in  with  any  Sioux,  and  were  apparently  on  their 
way  home,  when  on  the  prairie  between  Lac  Traverse  and  the 
head  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  they  discovered  a  largo  camp  of 
Sioux  (if  about  five  nundred  lodges.  As  they  were  in  the  Deigh- 
borhood  of  the  camp,  they  were  discovered  by  some  Sioux  on 
horseback,  who  immediately  gave  notice  to  the  camp.  The  Chip- 
pewas  finding  that  they  wore  discovered,  and  that  their  fate  was  seal- 
ed,8entone  of  their  number  home  to  carry  tidings  of  their  probable 
destruction,  and  the  other  ten  got  into  a  copse  of  timbtjr  and  brush 
<m  the  prairie,  and  commenced  throwing  up  breast  works  by  dig- 
ging holes  with  their  knives  and  hands, determined  to  sell  their 
lives  as  dearly  as  possible,  knowing  that  there  was  not  the  re- 
motest hope  for  their  escape. 

In  a  short  time  the  warriors  from  the  Sioux  camp  surrounded 
them,  and,  it  would  appear,  made  the  attack  without  much  order 
or  system,  and  fought  something  like  the  militia  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war  at  the  attack  near  Kkllogg's,  where  each  one  attacked 
and  fought  on  his  own  account  without  orders.  To  show  their 
bravery,  the  Sioux  would  approach  the  entrenched  Chippewas 
singly,  but  from  the  covert  and  deadly  fire  of  the  Chippewas, 
they  were  sure  to  fall.  They  continued  to  fight  in  this  way,  until 
about  seventy  of  the  Sioux  were  killed  or  wounded,  when  one  of 
the  Sioux  war  chiefs  cried  out,  that  the  enemy  were  killing  them  in 
detail,  and  directed  a  general  onset,  when  they  all  in  a  body  rush- 
ed upon  the  Chippewas  with  knives  and  tomahawks;  and,  after  a 
severe  struggle,  overpowered  and  exterminaced  them,  wounding 
in  the  melee  many  of  their  own  people.  The  brave  Chippewas 
had  exhausted  their  amunitiou,  and  now  fell  a  sacrafice  to  superior 
numbers.  Thus  perished  tea  as  intrepid  warriors  as  ever  entered 
the  battle  field.  The  eleventh  pursued  his  way,  and  carried  to  his 
people  the  news  of  the  probable  fate  of  the  others.  The  Sioux 
exulted  in  their  mournful  victory,  which  was  purchased  at  the 
cost  of  the  lives  of  between  seventy  and  eighty  of  their  warriors. 


*Tht8  digging  holes  was  a  common  mode  of  defence  for  a  weak  party. — See  Pike's  £xplditloa«,  PliUa, 
«flUloa,  1810,  p.  19;  and  B&onsos'S  Sketch  of  Crawford  Count/,  ia  VoL  1,  Wis.  Ag.  Trang.     L.  C.  IK 
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If  scalps  are  taken  after  the  fall  of  the  leaves  from  the  trees,  it 
is  usual  for  the  Indians  to  connnne  the  scalp  dance  over  tht.  in  uq- 
til  the  Hi'pearance  ot'the  leaves  agairj,  wi«en^he  scalps  nre  buried 
with  con^i(je^able  cerenionv  ;  and  if  scalps  are  taken  after  the  piit- 
ting  out  of  the  leaves,  they  continue  to  dance  until  their  fall  in 
the  autumn. 

In  the  year  1828,  General  Josfpn  M.  Street  was  appointed  In- 
dian Aijent  at  Prnijie  dn  Chien,  and  arrived  alone  in  tiie  fall  of 
that  )  ear  to  ftpsnnie  the  duties  ot  his  (office;  and,  in  the  winter, 
returned  to  Illinois  and  brought  his  family  to  Prairie  du  Chien  in 
tlie  spring  of  the  following  \  ear,  bying  the  first  family  who  settled 
in  Prairie  dv.  Ciiien  that  made  a'profession  of  rdigioM  of  the  Pro- 
tet-tarit  laiih  of  any  of  the  d.lferetit  sects. 

In  a  nnm  hy  the  name  of  Coe,  who  claimed  to  be  a  min- 

ister of  [he  Pie-by ierian  churcli,  and  missionary  to  the  Indians, 
passed  ihci  ngli  the  c -nntr}',  arid  remained  over  Sunday  at  Prai- 
rie dn  Chien,  arid  made  mi  attempt  at  preaching;  but  he  was  a 
very  ill  tera^e  man,  and  n^t  over  stocked  with  i;oi»d  setose.  I 
liiust  here  relate  an  anecdote  of  this  mati.  lie  made  several 
trips  to  the  U})per  Indian  coiuitry,  and  on  one  occasion  took  ]»as- 
Sage  «  II  a  kt  el  boat,  ^nd  arrived  within  about  thirty  miles  of  Fort; 
ISiielling  on  Satuiday  night;  and  as  the  bi»at  would  stait  early  in 
the  monung,  ai  d  he  wouhi  not  travel  on  the  Sribbatli,  he  went 
on  sliore  without  jjrovision-^  and  encan)[)ed  over  Sunday,  and  on 
^louday  Uiade  his  way  to  F»»rt  Snelling,  hungry  and  nearly  ex- 
liansfcd.  Sometinie  in  the  3'ear  1882,  a  student <jf  divinity,  of  tlio 
Cinnbi  riand  Presbyterian  s-ect,  came  here  and  taught,  school  fur 
about  hix  months,  and  on  Sundays  atrempted  to  preach. 

Ins  mc  of  the  treaties*  with  tlie  Winnebairoes^,*  provision  had 

•  Al  tlif  Injiiyul  Kui  t  Armntiong.  IlocK  Island,  ol  whi.-.h  Ccii.  Scott  and  Qdv.  R  Y.>OLns  werr  tliO 
COtnu.ih.MMOcip,  c  mlin]«sl  St'i-t.  i  j,  lfc3.',  in  ]  ait  ccmfidf laiion  lor  u  tlt.im  <  f  hud,  it  w.ih  ^1ipulll1ld  lliat 
th«-  (^ciit  r.ii  CxMriiiiii  i.t  should,  t»T  a  trim  i>f  twentv -M'ven  yfarn.  iiii<iijtiiin  u  Rchonl  at  oi  nisir  I'nitiie 
du  eiii.  II  l«ir  th*- «M»(.iti«in  nii«t  Kupi.oit  «.f  ^uili  \Miiiulji).o  < Li  dji ii  jis  >-li(  ul<l  If  Aoliiiiinii  y  Mnt  lo 
Si  ti)  Ic  c<>i.iiucted  li>  two  ur  luurc  tcKvLeiA.  tiud  ut  aa  luuiual  cobt  nut  to  vxcv«d  the  suui  ol  lliree 
DiuuKuud  Owilarg.  L.  0.  O. 
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J>eeii  iTiaHe  for  an  Indian  achool  near  Prairie  dn  Chien,  and  i»i  tlie 
year  l8^3,  the  Rav.  David  Lowuy,  of  tlie  Ciitnberland  Pieshyte- 
rian  den-'ininatioi),  came  to  the  place  as  superintentient  of  Sjiid 
Indian  schi>ol,  but  it  was  about  a  year  thercafrer  liet'ore  snifable 
buihiiiigs  were  erectt  d  <>n  tiie  Yellow  river  in  Iowa,  and  Mr. 
LoWKY  remaiiied  at  Piairie  du  Cluen,  and  preached  on  SmidMvs; 
and  during. tills  time,  collected  those  professing  religion  of  tJio 
diff^.rent  dennnjiiiations  inio  a  society,  hi  the  fail  of  18  '5,  the 
Kev.  Alfs;ki>  Buinson  visited  Prairie  dii  ChibM,  and  rutnrnt^d 
honje  the  s^nie  an  ninn  ;  nnd  in  the  Jipring  of  1836,  he  vanie  back 
Wifli  hirf  fiuuilj,  as  snperinte  ident  oT  tho  Mclh*  dist  Ep  8<*,0|>al 
llissnm  of  the  Up|M:r  Mit^sissippi  and  Lake  Supe»ior.  lie  j)wr« 
.cl»M8erl  1!  fa' ni  uud  built  a  house,  the  maieriuls  ior  whitth  lie 
broitglit  with  hinj  from  Meadville,  Pa,  and  ciinfinaed  for  Buveral 
j'carck  Irtboriiig'  m  his  mii-sioDary  c;-pacirv.  lie  several  times 
viv-ited  flic  n  i.ssions  on  tho  ,Up])er  Mississippi,  and  when  at  the 
Praij  ie,  preac'h(^d  and  formed  a  ^lethodist  soeiety.  In  the  year 
18.S(I,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cadplk,  of  rhe  Episcopal  chnjch,  ca  ne  to  tlie 
Pra  ritt  an  a  mis-^ioiiary,  l)nr,  was  shoi  ily  after  appointed  chaplain 
to  Foi  t  Crawford,  in  wliicli  capaei'y  be  continued  until  i8I:l,  wlu-n 
feeling,  as  he  exj-reSH^d  it,  that  he  was  not  in  bis  )jroper  [jiace 
preachinii  to  soldiers,  wiio  went  to  bc<ar  liim  more  from  eoiKpul- 
ftion  tlnm  anything  eli^c,  he  ref^igned  his  chaplaincy,  a'td  Again 
entered  the  missionary  service  in  another  part  of  the  Territory, 
Mr.  CAnDl.ti:,  wliile  chaplain  ot  the  fort,  forme*]  a  chnrcl)  of  the 
^few  coinmnnicants  of  the  Prairie,  and  the  ofiieets  and  ladi«^8  of 
tl)e  foir,  which  be  called  Tfinity,  but  was  obliged  for  most  of  the 
cbnrch  officers  to  elect  non  communicants. 

I  must  nor  omit  to  mention  flnotlier  of  the  early  Arnprican  Rt-t- 
O^TA.  In  )838,  ibe  quartermaster  of  Fojt  Oiawf  .rd  advertised  in 
Galena  for  pioposals  for  :^  contiact  to  furnish  fbe  fort  witn  a  yeai'^ 
Bnpply  of  wood.  Ezkkikl  Tainti<r  at  d  a  nnm  by  thi-  name  of 
Kk'P,  g  t  fbe  contract,  and  {came  here  and  snpplu  d  the  first  c<»n" 
tract  t  gether,  at  the  end  of  which  Mr.  RsiiD  left  the  country. 
Mr.  Tai^steb  remained,  and  continued  for  several  years  to  take 
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the  wood  contract,  together  with  that  for  supplying  the  fort  with 
beef;  and  at  this  business,  which  he  well  understood,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  on  the  bluff  where  he  cut  his 
wood,  he  made  money  quite  fast,  as  he  was  industrious  and  saving. 
He  sent  for  his  family,  which  he  had  left  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  paid  off  some  old  scores  that  he  had  previously  been 
unable  to  do,  and  had  some  money  left  for  which  he  had  no  im- 
mediate use.  Notwithstanding  he  knew  nothing  about  merchan- 
dizing, he  concluded  as  he  expressed  it,  "  that  the  merchants  were 
coining  money,  and  that  ho  would  have  a  hand  in  and  borrow- 
ing some  means  in  addition  to  his  own,  went  to  St.  Louis  and  pur- 
chased a  small  stock  of  goods,  which,  as  might  be  expected^  were 
not  very  judiciously  selected  for  the  market.  During  this  tirlie 
his  brother  Gubham  arrived  by  his  assistance,  whorn  he  took  into 
partnership  ;  but  knowing  as  little  about  mercantile  affairs  as  his 
brother,  tho  business  was  not  very  well  conducted.  Both  had 
large  families  to  support,  and  it  appears  that  they  kept  no  ac- 
count of  expenses,  or  of  what  each  took  from  the  store.  If  one 
wanted  au  article,  the  other  took  something  else  to  balance  it 
They  continued  business  for  about  two  years,  when  they  took  an 
account  of  stock,  and  found  a  deficiency  of  about  three  thousand 
dollars,  for  which  they  could  not  account ;  and  as  goods  to  this 
amount  had  been  taken  from  the  store  without  keeping  any  ac- 
count of  them,  it  did  not  at  first  occur  to  their  minds  that  their 
families  had  consumed  them.  This  satisfied  Mr.  Tainter  that 
money  was  not  so  easily  gained  by  merchandizing  as  he  had  sup- 
posed, and  he  returned  to  farming,  and  is  now  a  resident  and 
-worthy  citizen  of  the  county. 

In  the  year  1842,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stephens,  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  who  had  been  on  a  missionary  service  somewhere  in  the 
Indian  country,  came  as  a  missionary  of  that  denomination,  forra- 
«d  a  church,  and  continued  here  two  or  three  years.  There  being 
too  few  members  of  his  church  to  supply  the  means  of  support 
with  the  stipend  he  received  from  the  Missionary  Society,  he  left 
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for  some  other  part  of  the  Territory,  since  which  time  the  Meth- 
odists have  supplied  the  place  regularly  with  preachers,  and  occa- 
sionally a  transient  clergyman  of  some  other  denomination  visits 
"US  and  preaches.  Rev.  Alfred  Brunson  since  his  residence  at 
Prairie  du  Chien,  has  probably  taken  more  interest  than  any  oth- 
er person  in  it,  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  country,  having  at 
different  times  visited  most  parts  of  Western  and  Northern  Wis- 
consin, and  has  written  and  published  several  articles  on  the  sub- 
ject, well  calculated  to  attract  attention  to  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Of  the  eld  inhabitants  found  at  the  Prairie  on  my  arrival  here, 
John  W.  Johnson  the  factor,  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  county 
court,  was  in  1832,  relieved  of  his  duties  as  factor,  by  the  winding 
up  of  the  factory  system  of  Indian  trade,  when  he  removed  to  St, 
Louis,  where  he  died  a  few  years  since.  Francis  Bouthilliee, 
one  of  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  county  court,  moved  to  Ga- 
lena, near  which  place  he  died  in  1833  or  '34. 

t:.>WiLFRED  Owens  ended  his  days  in  1821  by  cutting  his  throat 
in  a  fit  of  mental  derangement;^'  and  John  L.  Filndlet,  the  first 
clerk  of  the  court,  went,  in  1821,  in  company  with  a  Frenchman 
by  the  name  of  Depodse,  and  a  Canadian  named  Barrette,  up 
the  Mississippi  in  a  canoe  on  some  business.  On  their  arrival  at 
Lac  Pepin,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa,  they  met  with  a 
war  party  of  Chippewas  looking  for  Sioux  Indians,  and  the  whites 
being  probably  overcharged  with  whiskey,  of  which  they  were 
exceedingly  fqnd,  a  quarrel  ensued,  as  was  afterwards  learned 
from  the  Chippewas.  Barrette,  who  had  been  lumbering  on  the 
Black  River  the  previous  winter,  recognized  in  one  of  the  Indians 
of  the  war  party,  one  whom  he  believed  had  formerly  stolen  his 
horse;  an(J  bein^  of  rather  a  pugnacious  disposition,  and  proba- 

•  The  following  notice  of  Mr.  Owens'  death,  we  find  in  the  Detroit  Gazette,  Oct.  5th,  1821 :  Died  at 
ftairie  du  Chien,  on  the  23d  of  August  Ust,  Mr.  Wilfkzd  Ovcys,  merchant.  He  committed  suicide  by 
•ntting  an  artery  of  hi3  arm,  and  his  throat,  in  the  presence  of  two  of  his  friends,  and  waa  so^ipoaed 
to  be  insane.  Mr.  Owens  waa  Jadge  of  Probate,  and  Associate  Justice,  in  the  eonnty  of  Crawlord,  and 
*  very  reepectablemenober  of  society."  L.  G.  D, 
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hi  J  surcharged  with  whiskey,  imprudently  charged  the  Indian 
with  the  theft.  U})on  which  a  quarrel  ensued,  which  eiided  io 
the  Indiana  rnnrdeiing  the  whole  party,  and  plundering  theia  of 
their  goods,  provisions,  &c.  ^ 

JonM  P.  Gatks,  the  first  Register  of  the  Probafe,  on  the  closing 
of  tho  fac^ofy,  went  to  Cirondtdet,  xMis^ouri,  where  he  was 
drowned  a  few  years  since.  Tifomas  MoNair,  the  first  Shot  iff  of 
the  county,  m  >ved  dowii  to  Fovor  river  near  Galena,  abnnt  1830, 
a  'd,  as  I  le  irned,  died  a  few  years  since  in  some  part  of  Illinoia. 
Nicholas  Bt)iLViN'  died  on  a  keel  b  'at  on  liis  way  to  Sr>.  Louie, 
about  flie  summer  of  1824.  Joseph  RuLEiTii*  died  at  Prairie  da 
Chien  in  1811, 

While  our  county  court  was  still  in  existeneo,  a  district  conrl 


•  Mrs.  KfVZiB  rtlate.i  ill  her  W'lfu.^t/n  the  follnwia  »  cojtital  nlory  of  N[.  Roi.ktte.  TIip  8cene  wag 
on  Lalie  Witincb.igo,  vrhera  M.  Uoi.kttis  was  en;r;,ged  with  a  tnt'iiiiaj-boHt,  when  li«  tnijt  /viothiT  biial 
va  which  were  Lis  emi)t<t3  t-eH,  tliiectlj  from  i'r.iirii;  dn  (»hien  *♦  Of  crtiiMe.  after  »n  abseiice  "f  Mxne 
wet'ks  from  hoziif,  the  nun  titig  on  thfKt;  hiii^Iy  w.tteiH,  and  the  ♦'xchaMgiiig  «if  tiewn  w>i»  an  tiecst 

of  R-reat  excitement.   The  boata  were  Rtoj.ped— earnest  greetings  inteccbanged— quettioa  fuUoned^ 

*'•£  :.'  bie.n"' — enquiied  M.  Fol^tj,  "hare  thej  finished  the  new  hoaae?*' 

Oui,  Mindcur." 
*•  Kt  La  clip.iii-ntf  fumc-t-dle       (Does  the  cbiaiDoj  Bm»ke  ?) 
J  "  Tfun,  Monsieur  " 
*'Aiid  the  harvc'Kt—how  is  tba.t?'' 
*'  Ver3^  fine,  irideed" 
*«  Ik  the  mill  at  work  ?" 

•  Yt  H.  plenty  of  water." 

How  is  Whip?"    (Mia  favorite  horae.) 
«'0h!  Whip  ih  first  rate  " 

Everjtliino;,  in  short,  about  the  at' rp,  t'ne  f  im>,  tho  bua5ae«?i  of  TryrionK  *'^criptioii«  being  Mlbfaellk. 
ttty  K'»iie  oyer,  thera  vrm  nr»  occasion  for  f*itlier  delay.    It  was  litoe  tm  proceed. 
<'£A/  bie.n-~<id:eul  bon voyager 
*'  Ai-i  a-Jiez—me.<  gf  ns!"   (0«>  ahead,  men  I) 
Then  nnddenly — ^Jrretez — tirretit!"   (Siopt  stcyd) 

*'  C(t:n»-enise  p  titf.nt  Mn^an'.  Rit  tttc  <tl  s  en/iats  7'*    (Flow  «re  Mr.*.  Roi.irrTH  ard  the  chlldj-en 
Mr«  Ki.vziK  alKi»  givi-s  us  another  g!imj>«e  of  M.  ItO  ,ktt.4'8  character.    The  Indians.  Bhe  Nayn  called 

kim  Aii-kaY.Zaup-Rk-TaU,  or  bec.iuse,  as  thev  K.iid,  let  them  offer  what  niunber  of  akifli 

they  might  in  ten  tcring  for  an  Jirticle,  hi^  ternm  were  i  ivitri  ibty  *'  fire  rao-o." 
*•  Up'm  one  occaHion,"  ci»utlnn"S  vir«.  Kf.vzi*,  "«  iJidy  rem  irked  to  liini, '  Oh.  VI  RolSTT^  I  would  Ml 

\t  Pngig^'l  in  the  Indian  trade  ;  it  t^eenis  t<»  me  n  KyNt»  in  ut  cheating  th«  poor  In<  i  nif.' 

•  Let  ma  tell  yon,  m  ida-ne,*  rej>Ii  d  he  u  ith  great  n  AeHe,  ■  it  in  not  b<'»  eaa.r  a  tljing  to  cheat  the  1^ 
ttkiB  as  you  imagiue.   I  have  Ui^d  it  theoB  treaty  years, and  hate  never  6ucct>e<lt«l  I  " 

L.  C.  D» 
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wsi,s  d^itabllslierl,  in  1823,*  comprising  tbe  counties  of  Mackinaw, 
Brown  a'xl  C  avvf  n-d,  a?icl  an  additional  Judge  appointed,  m  tlie 
person  of  Jamks  Duamk  Dorr,  a  joung  lawyer  of  Detroit,  then 
only  about  twenty  th'ee  years  of  age.  lie  had  cojne  to  Prairie 
du  Chienin  the  tall  of  1823,  for  the  purpose  of  malving  it  his  resi- 
dence, and  remained  until  after  tiie  foiluwing  May  tersn  of  bis 
couit.  S')on  afier  arriving  at  Prairie  dii  Chien,  and  finding  our 
mail  matter  came  up  on  ked-boats,  or  by  military  exprcbS  sent 
occa-ional!y  for  tliij  special  {mrpose,  to  Olarksville,  Mi^80uri,  a 
'tillage  about  on«  hundred  iiiikis  above  St  L  aiis,  and  the  then 
nearest  post  ofi:ice,  Judge  Dorv  made  application  to  the  Post  Of* 
fice  Department  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  ofiice  at  Prairie 
du  Chien,  which  was  granted,  and  be  was  appointed  post-master, 
with  the  privilege  of'  expending  tiie  proceeds  of  the  ofHco  forcar- 
rying  tfie  mail.  '  The  receipts  for  postage,  together  with  contribu- 
tions from  the  piincipal  inh}ii)itarit8,  and  «(ffiijers  of  the  garrison, 
enabled  him  to  gpud  Jean  B.  Soykk,  nn  old  vayagear^  one  trip  to 
•Clarksville  during  the  winter,  for  which  be  was  pai(i  thirty  dol- 
lars. When  Judge  Doty  arrived  to  enter  upon  bis  duties  as 
Judge,  be  brought  me  a  commission  as  clerk  of  his  coait  for 
Crawford  county,  which  1  declined  to  accept. 

As  there  were  then  no  att  a'nies  here,  and  Judge  Doty  learning 
that  I  had  at  one  time  studied  law,  and  bad  relinquished  the  pro- 
fession for  niercantile  pursuits,  suggested  that  I  had  better  resume 
4be  practice  of  the  L-isv.  and  kindly  tetidered  me  the  use  of  bis 

•  It  is  »'tat«d  in  Mr.  Bukd's  Address,  that  it  wiis  at  tlie  18J3-'24  sep^iotl  of  Congrt-M,  that  the  new 
jadici-U  district  «a*»  estihlished.  It  wig  dxie  fit  tl>e  previoui*  seHsit-n,  wlien  an  «ct  was  pasflt-d  to  j*to» 
vidt-lor  tl»e  appointment  <«f  '  an  nJditioual  Judge  for  tije  Territory  Mich i^jiin,"  and  jui  isdictinn  w&S 
giver,  to  the  courts  held  by  him  over  the  gountie.-?  of  M.ickiiiaw,  Brown  and  Crawford,  which  included 
all  ot  Mit  hi;;.in  not  in  the  I'entiiKula,  the  now  State  of  VV'irtconnin,  and  the  c<mtitry  north  of  St.  Croix 
Blver  and  east oM  lie  .\Ii3>issi,>pi  to  latiti.de  4J— now  under  the  governtiient  of  Minnesota,  lu  the  wia- 
ler  or  Hpring  of  1S23  •Iaues  D.  i >OTY  was  appointiid  hy  I'reKtdent  Monkoe,  the  >«dditi  .nnl  Jndge.  At 
tliefieRiiotk  ot  1823-'J4,  Congn  88  changed  the  tenure  of  office  of  tlie  Judges  of  Riichigan  Irom  guoil 
beh-avior "  to  the  term  of  four  years,  mid  Judge  D  TV's  re-appoiut  neLt  m  ;w  aiiiioiince<l  in 
Reg  si>-r  of  Ffb.  28,  18  ;J.    The  lirst  term  of  Judge  Dorr's  court  w  r  held  at  Shickiiiaw,  iu  July,  182J, 

8««i ig a  dixcn-pincy  in  dates  in  reg»rd  to  this  mvttar  beiwoea  Mr.  B.iU<i>  and  Judge  l^ootcvTood^ 
#adg«i!  Duty  vras  referred  lo^  to  set  the  matter  right,  who  has  furnished  thu  facta  iu  this  ajtet 
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library  and  any  instructions  I  might  require,  in  order  to  refresh  my 
studies.  Not  being  extensively  engaged  in  business  at  this  time, 
I  availed  myself  of  Judge  Doty's  suggestions,  library  and  instruc- 
tions, and  studied  hard  all  the  following  winter  and  spring;  and, 
although  I  had  obtained  considerable  knowledge  of  law,  I  was 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  practice  of  courts,  except  what  I  learned 
from  old  English  authors  on  that  subject.  I  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  the  profession,  and  attended  the  courts  of  Brown  and 
Mackinaw,  and  found  no  attornies  in  Brown ;  but  at  Mackinaw 
found  a  man  by  the  name  of  Kex  Robinson,  who  had  studied  law 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  but  had  abandoned  it,  and  come  to 
Mackinaw  to  try  his  luck  in  the  Indian  Trade ;  and  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Lee,  who  hailed  from  Ohio,  and  claimed  to  be  a  Jawyer, 
but  whose  greatest  qualification  was  his  impudence  ;  and  Henry 
S.  Baird,  then  quite  a  young  man,  just  commencing  the  practice, 
and  whom  I  considered  the  best  lawyer  among  us. 

Until  the  year  1824,  it  was  believed  that  a  steamboat  could  not 
come  up  to  Prairie  du  Chien  over  the  Des  Moines  and  Rock  River 
rapids.  But  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  David  G.  Bates,  who  had 
for  several  years  been  engaged  in  running  keel  boats  on- the  Upper 
Mississippi,  the  water  then  being  at  a  good  stage  in  the  river, 
brought  to  Prairie  da  Chien  a  very  small  boat  called  the  Putnam. 
She  was  one  of  the  smallest  class  of  boats  that  run  on  the  Ohio:n 
a  low  stage  of  water.  Capt.  Bates  proceeded  to  Fort  Snelling  with 
his  boat.  In  June  following,  boats  of  a  much  larger  class  came 
over  the  rapids,  and  went  to  Fort  Snelling  with  supplies  for  the 
troops.  Since  then  the  river  from  St.  Louis  to  Fort  Snelling  has 
been  navigated  by  steamboats,  increasing  every  year  in  size  and 
convenience. 

Daring  the  winter  of  1823-4:,  Judge  Doty  concluded  to  change 
his  residence  from  Prairie  du  Chien  to  Green  Bay,  and  resigned 
his  office  of  post-master,  and  recommended  me  for  the  vacancy ; 
and  I  was  appointed,  with  the  same  power  and  authority  that  he 
had.    I  applied  during  the  summer  of  1824,  ajd  got  a  post-offiee 
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established  at  Galena,  aud  Ezekiel  Lockwood  appointed  post-mas- 
ter ;  a' 80  an  office  at  Rock  Island  with  Lee  Davenport  post  master ; 
the  proceeds  of  both  offices  to  be  applied  by  me  to  defraying  the 
expenses  of  conveying  the  mail  from  Prairie  du  Chien,  via  Galena 
and  Rock  Island,  to  Clarksville,  Mo.  The  increased  fund  bj  this 
new  arrangrnent,  enabled  me  to  send  the  mail  twice  duHng  the 
winter  to  Olarksviile,  and  thus  the  postal  arrangements  remained 
until  the  close  of  1825,  whea  a  post  route  was  extended  from 
Springfield,  III.,  to  Galena ;  and  on  the  first  of  January,  1826, 
John  D.  Winters,  the  contractor,  arrived  at  Galena  with  the  first 
mail  sent  through  by  this  arrangement,  the  office  at  Prairie  du 
Chien  continuing- to  send  to  Galena  for  her  mail  at  her  own  ex- 
pense, until  the  fall  of  1832,  when  Doct.  Addison  Philleo,  who 
had  obtained  the  contract  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  sent  through  the 
mail. 

In  the  summer  of  1825,  a  grand  council  or  treaty  was  held  at 
Prairie  du  Chien  with  the  different  tribes  of  Indians.  Gov, 
Oass  of  Michigan,  and  Gen.  Claret,  superintendent  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs for  Missouri  and  dependencies,  were  appointed  commissioners 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  Indian  tribes  represented 
were  the  Sionx,  Sauks,  Foxes,  Chippewas,  Winnebagoes,  Menomo- 
nees,  and  lowas.  Some  of  the  Indians  from  up  the  Missouri  were 
expected,  but  did  not  come.  The  professed  object  of  this  treaty 
was  to  make  a  general  and  lasting  peace  between  these  tribes,  and 
also  to  settle  the  boundaries  between  them  respectively.  After 
I  understood  the  object  of  the  treaty,  I  asked  Gov.  Cass  what 
good  he  thought  would  result  from  it.  He  shrugged  up  his  shoul- 
ders, and  smiling  said,  that  they  would  have  it  so  at  Washington, 
They  made  the  treaty  of  perpetual  peace,  and  settled  the  bounda- 
ries between  the  different  tribes,  which  resulted  in  the  U.  States 
aending  a  corps  of  surveyors,  and  surveying  the  boundaries  at 
great  expense,  and  perhaps  keeping  the  Indians  at  peace  until 
they  were  ready  to  go  to  war  again. 

In  the  winter  of  1825-26,  the  wise  men  at  Washington  took  it 
20 
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into  their  heads  to  remove  the  troops  from  Fort  Crawford  to  Fort 
Snellinur,  and  abandon  thef)rfner.  This  measure  was  then  sup- 
posed to  have  been  brought  ab^ut  ofi  the  representation  of  Ct»l. 
Snkllino  of  Ft)rf  Snellin*^,  who  disliked  Prairie  du  Chien  f<»r  dif- 
ficulties he  had  with  some  of  the  piincjipal  inhabitants.  Dniing 
the  wintfT  there  were  C  Hitined  in  the  guard  house  of  Fort  Craw- 
ford two  Winnebago  Indians  lor  some  of  their  supposed  dibh«  neat 
acts;  bub  what  thej  w^u-q  charged  with,  I  do  not  now  recollect 
At  that  timo,  as  already  mentioned,  our  mails  from  St  L'»uif«»  the 
East  and  rfotirh,  came  via  Springfield  to  Galena,  and  the  pnct- 
master  at  Prairie  du  Chien  sent  to  Galena  f-^r  the  mails  of  thai 
place  and  Fort  Snelling.  An  order  would  frequently  arrive  by 
steam b  'at  countermanding  a  previous  order  for  the  abandorimeal 
of  tlie  f^>r^,  before  th'-  arrival  of  fiist  order  by  mail,  and  this  mat- 
ter coiitioued  diiriog  the  summer  of  J 826,  and  n?itil  Oct(d»er| 
when  a  positive  order  arrived  directing  the  corrmiandant  of  Fvjrfc 
Crawft)rd  to  abandon  the  fort,  and  proceed  with  the  trooj)8  to  Fort 
Sueliifjg;  a!id  if  he  could  n<»t  procure  transportation,  to  leave  the 
provisions,  ammunition  and  fort  in  charge  of  some  citizen. 

But  a  fjw  days  previous  to  this  order,  there  had  been  an  alarm- 
ing report  circulated,  that  the  Winnebagoes  were  going  to  attack 
Fort  Crawford,  and  the  commandant  set  to  work  repairing  the  old 
fort,  and  m.ikini^  additional  defences.  During  this  time  the  posi- 
tive order  arrived,  and  the  precipitancy  with  which  the  fort  wa» 
abatuloficd  d«irif»g  the  a  arm — was  communicated  to  the  Indiana 
through  the  half-breeds  residing  at  or  visiting  the  place,  which 
naturally  caused  the  Winnebagoes  to  believe  that  the  tr»»opt 
bad  fled  tlirough  ftar  of  ihem.  The  commandant  tO(*k  with  hitn 
to  Fort  Snelling  the  two  VVinneb^tg'»eH  contined  in  For:  Crawford^ 
leaving  behind  some  provisions,  and  all  the  damnged  aruii*,  witlfc 
a  bra-8  swivel  and  a  few  wall  pieces,  iu  charge  of  John  Mabsh, 
the  then  Sub-Agent  at  this  place. 

Tlio  Winnebngoes,  in  the  tall  of  18^6,  obtained  from  the  trader! 
their  usual  credit  lor  goods,  and  went  to  their  hunting  gro^mds; 
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biit  early  in  the  winter  a  report  became  current  amon^  the 
traders,  that  the  Winnebagoes  had  heard  a  rumor  that  the  Amer- 
icaiiB  and  Eni^lisli  were  g'>ini^  to  wac  in  the  spring  ;  and  iience  ihey 
were  holdi.  g  councils  to  decide  upon  tlie  course  they  should  adopt, 
hunth'g  barely  enough  to  obtain  what  they  wanted  to  subsist  upon 
in  the  mean  time. 

Mr.  M.  BiirsBOis  said  to  me  several  times  during  the  winter, 
that  he  feared  some  outrages  from  the  Winnebagoes  iii  the  spring, 
as  from  all  he  could  g^ither  they  were  bent  on  war,  which  I  ought 
to  have  believed,  as  Mr.  Bkisb  is  had  been  among  thorn  engage 
in  trade  over  forty  years.  But  I  thought  it  impossible  that  the 
Winnebagoes,  surruundt^d  as  they  were  by  Americans,  and  troopa 
in  the  country,  should  for  a  riioment  seriously  entertain  such  an 
idea.  I  supposed  it  a  false  alarm,  and  gave  myself  very  little  un- 
easiness about  it ;  but  in  the  spring,  when  they  returned  from 
their  hunts,  1  found  that  they  paid  much  worse  than  usual,  al- 
though they  wt  re  not  celebrat^^d  for  inuch  punctuality  or  honesty 
in  pa}  ing  their  debts.  It  was  a  general  custom  with  the  traders, 
whvn  ail  Indian  paid  his  debt^  in  the  spring  pretty  well,  on  his 
leaving,  to  let  him  have  a  little  amunition,  eitlier  as  a  present,  or  on 
credit.  A  Winnebago  by  the  name  of  Wau  wah  pkck  au,  had  tak- 
en a  credit  fiom  me,  and  paid  me  but  a  small  part  ot  it  in  the 
spring;  and  when  I  reproached  him,  he  was  disposed  to  be  impu- 
dent about  it;  and  when  bis  party  were  about  going,  he  applied 
to  me  as  usual  for  ammunition  for  the  summer,  and  insisted  upon 
having  some,  but  I  told  him  if  iie  had  behaved  well,  and  paid  mo 
his  credit  better,  tfiat.  I  would  have  given  him  some,  but  that  he 
had  belraved  so  bad  tfiafc  I  would  not  give  him  any,  and  he  went 
away  in  a  surly  mood. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Mictuodk,  I  tliink,  a  half  breed  of  some 
of  the  tribes  of  the  No  th,  had  arrived  liere,  sometime  it»  the 
ffcuiriiner  of  1826,  with  his  wife,  and,  I  thitik,  five  children; 
Und,  eoinetimo  in  March  of  he  went  with  his  family 

up  the  Yellow  or  Painted  Rock  Creek,  about  twelve  miles  above 


156 


the  Prairie,  on  the  Iowa  side  of  the  Mississippi  River,  to  make 
sugar.  The  sugar  season  being  over,  and  he  not  returnicg,  and 
hearing  nothing  from  him,  a  party  of  his  friends  went  to  look  for 
him,  and  found  his  camp  consumed,  and  himself,  wife  and  chil- 
dren burned  nearly  to  cinders,  and  she  at  the  time  enceinte.  They 
were  so  crisped  and  cindered  that  it  was  impossible  to  determine 
whether  they  had  been  murdered  and  then  burned,  or  whether 
their  camp  had  accidentally  caught  on  fire  and  consumed  them. 
It  was  generally  believed  that  the  Winnebagoes  had  murdered 
and  burnt  them,  and  Red  Bird  was  suspected  to  have  been  con- 
cerned in  it ;  but  I  am  more  inclined  to  think,  that  if  murdered 
by  Indians,  it  was  done  by  some  Fox  war  party  searching  for 
Sioux. 

In  the  spring  of  this  year,  1827,  while  a  Chippewa  chief  called 
Hole-in-the-Dat,  with  a  part  of  his  band,  visited  Fort  Snelling  on 
business  with  the  Government,  and  while  under  the  guns  of  the 
fort,  a  Sioux  warrior  shot  one  of  the  Chippewas.  The  Sioux  wag 
arrested  by  the  troops,  and  confined  in  the  guard-house.  The 
Chippewas  requested  Col.  Snelling  to  deliver  the  Sioux  to  them,^ 
to  be  dealt  with  after  their  manner ;  to  which  he  agreed,  provided 
they  would  give  him  a  chance  to  run  for  his  life.  To  this  they 
acceded.  The  Sioux  was  sent  outside  of  the  fort,  where  the  Qhip- 
pewas  were  armed  with  tomahawks  and  war  clubs.  He  was  to  be  al- 
lowed a  fair  start,  and  at  a  signal  started,  and  one  of  the  swiftest 
of  the  Chippewas  armed  with  a  club  and  tomahawk  after  him,  to 
overtake  and  kill  him  if  he  could,  which  he  soon  effected,  as  the 
Sioux  did  not  run  fast,  and  when  overtaken  made  no  resistance. 
The  Winnebagoes  hearing  a  rumor  of  this,  got  the  news  among 
them  that  the  two  Winnebagoes  confined  there  had  been  executed. 

During  the  summer  of  1826,  I  built  the  first  framed  house  that 
was  erected  in  Prairie  du  Ohien.  I  sent  men  to  the  Black  River, 
and  got  the  timber  for  the  frame  and  the  shingles,  and  had  the 
plank  and  boards  sawed  by  hand,  and  brought  them  down  to  the 
Prairie.  But  then  I  had  no  carpenter  or  joiner,  there  being  none 
at  Prairie  dn  Chien.    I  went  on  board  of  a  keel  boat  that  had 
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laaded,  and  enquired  if  there  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  on  board, 
on  which  a  ragged,  dirty  looking  man  said  that  he  professed  to  be 
such,  and  having  before  seen  quite  as  unprepossessing  fellows 
turn  out  much  better  than  appearances  indicated,  I  agreed  with 
him  at  $1  50  per  day  and  board.  I  built  on  th^  site  near  Fort 
Crawford,  now  occupied  by  what  is  called  the  commanding  offi- 
cer's house.  My  house  was  of  the  following  description :  a  cellar- 
kitchen,  30  by  26  feet,  with  a  frame  on  it  of  the  same  size,  two 
stories  high,  with  a  wing  16  by  20,  on  the  south  side,  one  story, 
which  I  used  for  a  retail  store.  There  was  a  hall  through  the 
south  end  of  the  two  story  part,  the  whole  length  of  the  house, 
with  stairs  from  the  celiar-kitchen  up  into  the  hall,  and  stairs  from 
the  hall  to  the  upper  story.  The  north  end  of  the  house  was  di- 
vided— the  front-part  about  14  by  16  feet,  into  a  parlor  or  sitting 
room;  a  chimney  in  the  centre  of  the  north  end,  and  a  bed  room 
in  the  back  part  about  14  feet  square;  a  door  leading  from  the 
hall  to  the  bedroom,  and  one  to  the  sitting-room,  and  a  door  by 
the  side  of  the  chimney  from  the  bed-room  to  the  sitting  room, 
and  a  door  ft*om  the  hall  into  the  wing  or  store.  This  house  I  af- 
terwards sold  to  the  Government,  with  the  land  on  which  the  fort 
now  stands.  It  was  good  enough  for  General  Taylok  and  family 
while  he  commanded  here;  but  as  soon  as  General  Brooke  was  in 
command,  he  got  an  appropriation  from  Congress  to  repair  the  house, 
and  had  it  all  torn  down  except  a  part  of  the  cellar  wall,  and  built 
the  one  which  is  there  at  present,  at  a  cost  of  about  $7,000. 

During  the  spring  of  1827,  the  reports  about  the  Winnebagoes 
bore  rather  a  threatening  aspect;  but,  as  I  said  before,  situated  as 
they  were  I  did  not  believe  they  would  commit  any  depredations. 
Under  this  belief,  and  having  urgent  business  in  New  Yoik  to 
purchase  my  goods,  I  started  for  that  city  on  the  25th  of  J une ; 
it  then  took  about  six  months  to  go  and  return.  Mine  was  the  on- 
ly purely  American  family  at  the  Prairie,  after  the  garrison  left. 
There  was  Thomas  MoNaie,  who  had  married  a  French  girl  of  the 
Prairie,  and  John  Maksh,  the  Sub  Indian  Agent,  who  had  no  fam- 
iljr,  and  there  were  besides  three  or  four  Americans  who  had  been 
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diepharered  from  the  army.  Withoit.apprebension  of  danger  from 
the  Indiarjp,  I  lelt  my  family,  wliich  consisted  of  Mrs.  LocKWooD, 
and  her  brother,  a  yonng  man  of  be  tween  sixteen  and  eevcnloen 
years  of  age,  who  was  clerk  in  charge  of  tlie  store,  and  a  servant 
gill  be'ongin^o  one  of  the  tribes  of  New  York  civilized  Indians' 
eettled  near  Green  Bay. 

I  started  to  go  by  way  of  Green  Bay  and  the  Lakes  for  New 
yo)k,  ill  a  boat  np  the  Wisconsin,  and  down  the  Fox  River 
to  green  Bay  ;  thence  in  a  vessel  to  Buffalo,  and  down  tlie  canal 
to  Albany,  and  thence  by  steamboat  to  New  Yoik  City.  About 
4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  tiist  day'^  journey  np  the  Wis-* 
Consin,  I  came  to  «n  inland  v/here  were  sitiing  tiiree  Winnebngoea 
Binoking,  tlie  oldest  called  WAn-WAn-PECK-An,  who  iiad  a  credit 
of  me  the  fall  previous,  and  had  paid  bur,  little  of  it  \n  the  spHng; 
the  other  rwo  weie  young  men  not  known  to  me  hy  narr>o.  They 
bad  some  veniso?)  hanghig  on  a  pole,  and  we  stopped  to  purchase 
it.  As  I  stepped  on  shore,  I  discovered  an  a;  pearance  of  cold 
reserve  unusual  in  Indians  in  such  meetings,  and  as  I  went  np  to 
them,  I  said  ^  hnn  joar^^  ihe  wm  d  Fi  ench  salurntio'n,  wh  ch  they 
generally  uiider-to  >d  ;  but  Wau-waii-picck-ah  said  that  he  would 
not  say  ^hon  jinir^  t»  mo.  Upon  which  I  took  hold  of  hi**  bund 
arid  sho  k  ir,  a>king  him  why  he  vronid  not  s-ay  hon  jour  to  me? 
He  enquirt'd  what  ihe  news  v.  as.  1  tohi  him  I  had  no  news.  Do 
told  me  that  the  Wmntbagoes  confined  at  Fort  Snelling  had 
been  killed.  I  assured  him  that  it  was  TH)t  trne,  that  I  luid  seen  a 
person  latidy  from  that,  fort,  who  told  liieof  tlie  death  of  the  Sioux, 
but  that  the  Winiiehagoes  were  alive.  He  then  gav.e  me  to  nu- 
deiB'nntl  that  i-f  such  was  the  cnj-c,  it  was  well ;  but  if  tlie  Wimie- 
bngoes  Wire  killed,  they  would  avenge  it.  I  succeeded  in 
purckasi'iiT  the  venison,  giving  them  some  powuler  iii  exchnnge, 
and  as  I  WMS  about  to  step  on  board  of  my  boat,  VVAn-WAU-rixjiv- 
Kw  wanted  some  whiskey,  knowing  tliat  we  alwiiys  earned  some 
fornurmen.  I  dii  ectel  one  of  the  men  to  give  them  ea(:h  a  d  rink, 
which  Wi\u-\VAH-i'i*CK-Aii  refused,  and  takin^^  up  his  cup  that  lie 
bad  by  him,  he  showed  by  feigns  that  he  wauted  it  tilled ;  aud  be- 
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Having  that  the  Indians  were  seeking  some  pretense  for  a  qnarrel 
06  an  excutie  fur  doing  mischief,  I  iliunght  it  moat  prudent  under 
the  cijcumstauces  to  comply. 

• 

There  were  among  tlie  boats'  crew  some  old  myageurSs  well 
acqn  in^ed  with  Indian  manners  and  customs,  who,  from  tiie  con- 
duct of  these  Indinns,  bt;came  alarmed.  We,  however,  embai  ked, 
watching  the  Indians,  eHch  ot  whom  sto  id  un  the  bank  with  his 
gnn  in  his  hand.  As  it  was  late  in  t!ie  day,  we  proceeded  a  few 
0)ile8  np  tlie  river  and  enciimped  for  the  nig  t.  As  soon  as  the 
boat  left  the  inland,  the  three  Indians  each  got  into  his  hunting 
canoe,  and  tlic  two  3^«)nng  IinJians  came  upon  either  opposite 
the  bow  of  the  boat,  a?id  continued  thus  up  the  river  unt  1  we 
encampt'd,  wliile  Wah  waii-pkck-ah  kept  fonr  <!r  five  rods  behind 
the  b  at,  They'encanjped  wifh  ns,  and  coirnnertced  running  ^nd 
plaxingwith  the  men  on  the  eaiu:!  beac'n  ;  and  atter  a  Utile,  tlie 
young  lodinns  proposed  to  go  lionting  deer  by  candle  light,  and 
asked  me  to  give  them  souje  candles  to  hunt  with,  v^iiich  I  d.d, 
wiih  f-ome  amunition,  and  they  promit^ed  to  return  with  vension  in 
the  morning.  After  they  had  gone.  Wah  wau  pkck  ah  pr  oposed 
al?u  to  go  hunting,  and  b-  gged  some  candles  and  umnniiion,  but 
remained  in  c;unp  over  nijiht.  Morning  came,  but  the  y<»nng 
Indians  did  n-  t  return,  and  Isfiw  no  more  of  them.  In  the  morn- 
inir,  after  Wah  waii  pkck  ah  had  begged  something  more,  he 
Started,  pretending  to  go  down  the  river,  and  went,  as  we  suj  posed  ; 
but  about  an  hour  at'rerward,  as  we  we"c  passing  on  the  li^iht  of 
the  uj)per  endof  the  island  on  which  we  had  encanij-e'l,  I  .<avv  Waii- 
"Wam  pick  An  coming  up  on  the  left,  lie  looked  very  enriy, and  we 
exchanged  no  word:*,  but  we  were  all  satisfied  that  he  was  seeking 
some  g«>od  opportmntj'  lo  thoot  me,  and  from  the  singular  conduct 
of  the  Indians,  I  and  my  men  were  considerahly  alarmed.  But 
about  9  o'c'ock  in  the  morning,  meeting  a  band  of  I  idians  from 
the  PortHge  of  Wi»<consin,  who  ajipFured  to  be  glad  to  see  me, 
and  said  they  were  going  tu  Prairie  du  Chien,  my  fears  wiih  those 
of  men  were  somewhat  allayed.    I  wroie  wiib  my  pencil  a  hasty 
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i  ne  to  my  wife,  which  the  Indians  promised  to  deliver,  but  they 
never  did,  as  they  did  not  go  there. 

This  day,  the  26th  of  Jane,  we  proceeded  up  the  Wisconsin  with, 
out  seeing  any  Indians  until  we  came  near  Prairie  du  Baie,  when 
an  Indian,  nlone  in  a  hunting  canoe,  came  out  of  some  nook  and 
approached  us.  He  was  sullen,  and  we  could  get  no  talk  out  of 
him.  We  landed  on  Prairie  du  Baie,  and  he  stopped  also  ;  and, 
a  few  moments  thereafter,  a  canoe  of  Menomonees  arrived  from 
Prairie  du  Ohien,  bringing  a  brief  note  from  John  Maesh,  saying 
the  Winnebagoes  had  murdered  a  man  of  mixed  French  and  negro 
blood,  named  Eijestb  Gagnier,  and  Solomon  Lipoap,  and  for  me, 
for  Grod's  sake,  to  return.  I  immediately  got  into  the  canoe  with 
the  Menomonees,  and  directed  my  men  to  proceed  to  the  PortMge, 
and  if  I  did  not  overtake  them,  to  go  on  to  Green  Bay.  I  pro- 
ceeded down  the  river  with  the  Menomonees,  and  when  wc  had 
descended  to  the  neighborhood  where  we  had  fallen  in  with  the 
Indians  the  day  before,  we  met  WAir-WAH  PEOK-AH  coming  up  in 
his  hunting  canoe  alone,  having  with  him  his  two  guns.  He  en- 
quired if  I  was  going  to  the  Prairie  ?  I  told  him  I  was.  He 
then  told  me  that  the  whiskey  at  the  Prairie  was  shut  up,  butdii 
not  tell  me  of  the  murders,  and  asked  me  that  should  he  come  to 
the  Prairie,  whether  I  would  let  him  have  some  whiskey  ?  I  told 
him  I  certainly  wo^ld,  if  he  brought  some  furs,  not  wishing  then 
to  make  any  explanation,  or  to  enter  into  any  argument  with  him. 
About  this  time,  we  heard  back  of  an  island,  and  on  the  south- 
<  em  shore  of  the  Wisconsin,  the  Winnebagoes  singing  their  war 
songs  and  dancing,  with  which  I  was  familiar ;  and  so  well  satis- 
fied was  I  that  Wah  wah-peck-ah  was  only  seeking  a  favorable 
opportunity  to  shoot  me,  that  if  I  had  had  a  gun  where  he  met  us, 
I  believe  that  I  should  have  shot  him.  After  talking  with  tiira, 
the  Menomonees  moved  down  the  river,  and  arrived  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Wisconsin  about  dark,  without  seeing  any  more  Winne- 
bagoes. It  was  so  daik  that  the  Menomonees  thought  that  we 
had  better  stop  until  morning,  and  we  accordingly  crawled  into 
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the  bushes  without  a  fire,  and  fought  musquitoes  all  night,  and 
the  next  morning,  the  27th,  proceeded  to  the  Prairie.  I  went  to 
my  house  and  found  it  vacant,  and  went  to  the  old  village  where 
I  found  my  family,  and  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Prairie,  as- 
sembled at  the  house  of  Jean  Bbunet,  who  kept  a  tavern.  Mr, 
Beunet  had  a  quantity  of  square  timber  about  him,  and  the  peo- 
ple proposed  building  breast-works  with  it. 

I  learned  on  my  arrival  at  the  Prairie,  that  on  the  preceding 
day,  the  26th,  Red  Bird,  (who,  when  dressed,  always  wore  a  red 
coat^  and  called  himself  English,)  went  to  my  house,  with  two 
other  Indians,  and  entering  the  cellar  kitchen,  loaded  their  guns 
in  the  presence  of  the  servant  girl,  and  went  up  through  the  hall 
into  Mrs.  Lockwood's  bed-room,  where  she  was  sitting  alone. 
The  moment  the  Indians  entered  her  room,  she  believed  they 
came  to  kill  her,  and  immediately  passed  into  and  through  the 
parlor,  and  crossed  the  hall  into  the  store  to  her  brother,  where 
she  found  Duncan  Geahaii,  who  had  been  in  the  country  about 
forty  years  as  a  trader,  and  was  known  by  all  the  Indians  as  an 
Englishman.  He  had  been  a  captain  in  the  British  Indian  De- 
partment during  the  war  of  1812,  and  a  part  of  the  time  was 
commandant  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  The  Indians  followed  Mrs. 
LdbxwooD  into  the  store,  and  Mr.  Graham  by  some  means  in- 
duced them  to  leave  the  house. 

They  then  proceeded  to  Mc!N" air's  Coulee,  about  two  miles  from 
the  village,  at  the  lower  end  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  where  lived 
KiJESTE  Gagnier,  son  of  the  noted  Mary  Ann,  heretofore  men- 
tioned ;  his  wife  was  a  mixed  blood  of  French  and  Sioux  extrac- 
tion, with  two  children ;  and  living  with  him  was  an  old  dis- 
charged American  soldier  by  the  name  of  Solomon  Lipcap.  The 
Winnebagoes  commenced  a  quarrel  with  Gagnier,  and  finally  shot 
hini,  I  believe  in  the  house.  Lipcap,  at  work  hoeing  in  the  gar- 
den near  the  house,  they  also  shot.  During  the  confusion,  Mrs. 
Gagnier  seized  a  gun,  got  out  at  the  back  window  with  her 
boy  about  three  years  old  on  her  back,  and  proceeded  to  the  vil- 
21 
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lage  with  the  startling  news.  The  cowardly  Indians  followed  her 
a  part  of  the  way,  but  dared  not  attack  her.  On  her  arrival  at 
the  village,  a  party  went  to  the  scene  of  murder,  and  found  and 
brought  away  the  dead,  and  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Gagniee,  about 
one  year  old,  whom  the  mother  in  her  fright  had  forgotten.  The 
Indians  had  scalped  her,  and  inflicted  a  severe  wound  in  her 
neck,  and  left  her  for  dead,  and  had  thrown  her  under  the  bed, 
but  was  found  to  be  still  alive.  She  got  well,  and  arriving  at 
womanhood  got  married,  and  has  raised  a  family  of  children  ;  she 
is  yet  alive,  and  her  eldest  daughter  was  but  recently  married. 

The  people  had  decided  not  to  occupy  the  old  fort,  as  a  report 
had  been  circulated,  that  the  Indians  had  said  they  intended  to 
burn  it  if  the  inhabitants  should  take  refuge  there.  During  the 
day  of  the  2Tth,  the  people  occupied  themselves  in  making  some 
breast-works  of  the  timber  about  Mr.  Beunet's  tavern,  getting  the 
swivel  and  wall  pieces  from  the  fort,  and  the  condemned  muskets 
and  repairing  them,  and  concluded  they  would  defend  themselves, 
each  commanding,  none  obeying,  but  every  one  giving  his  opinion 
freely. 

About  sunset  one  of  the  two  keel-boats  arrived  that  had  a  few 
days  previously  gone  to  Fort  Snelling  with  supplies  for  the  garri- 
son, having  on  board  a  dead  Indian,  two  dead  men  of  the  crew, 
and  four  wounded.  The  dead  and  wounded  of  the  crew  were  in- 
habitants of  Prairie  du  Chien,  who  had  shipped  on  the  up-bound 
trip.  They  reported  that  they  had  been  attacked  the  evening  be- 
fore, about  sunset,  by  the  Winnebago  Indians,''*"  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Bad  Ax  Eiver,  and  the  boat  received  about  five  hundred 
shots,  judging  from  the  marks  on  its  bow  and  sides.    The  Indians 

*  Ex-Gov.  Reynolds,  of  niinois,  in  his  recent  interesting  volume  of  his  Life.  andlTimes,  thus  states 
the  immediate  cause  of  this  attack,  and  which,  if  true,  exhibits  the  boatmen  and  voyageurs  in  no  envia. 
fcle  light :  That  somewhere  above  Prairie  du  Chien  on  their  upward  trip,  they  stopped  at  a  large  camp 
cf  Winnebago  Indians,  gave  them  liquor  freely  and  got  them  drunk,  when  they  forced  six  or  seven 
squaws,  stupefied  with  liquor,  on  board  the  boats,  for  corrupt  and  brutal  purposes,  and  kept  them  durinS 
their  voyage  to  Fort  Snelling,  and  on  their  return.  When  the  Winnebago  Indians  became  sober,  and 
Jolly  conscious  of  the  injury  done  them,  they  mustered  all  their  forces,  amounting  to  several  hundred, 
said  attacked  the  foremost  of  the  descending  boats  in  which  their  squaws  were  confined.        L.  C.  D. 
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were  mostly  on  an  island  on  the  west  of  the  channel,  near  to  which 
the  boat  had  to  pass,  and  the  wind  blowing  strong  from  the  east, 
drifted  the  boat  towards  the  shore,  where  the  Indians  were,  as  the 
steering-oar  had  been  abandoned  by  the  steersman.  During  this 
time,  two  of  the^  Indians  succeeded  in  getting  on  board  of  the 
boat.  One  of  them  mounted  the  roof,  and  fired  in  from  the  fore 
part ;  but  he  was  soon  shot,  and  fell  off  into  the  river.  The  other 
Indian  took  the  steering-oar,  and  endeavored  to  steer  the  boat  to 
the  island.  He  was  also  shot,  and  brought  down  in  the  boat  where 
he  fell.  During  all  this  time  the  Indians  kept  up  a  hot  fire.  The 
boat  was  fast  drifting  towards  a  sand-bar  near  the  shore,  and  they 
would  all  have  been  murdered  had  it  not  been  for  the  brave,  reso- 
lute conduct  of  an  old  soldier  on  board,  called  Saucy  Jack,  (his 
surname  I  do  not  remember,)  who,  during  the  hottest  of  the  fire, 
jumped  over  at  the  bow,  and  pushed  the  boat  off,  and  where  he 
must  have  stood,  the  boat  was  literally  covered  with  ball  marks, 
so  that  his  escape  seemed  a  miracle.''^  They  also  reported  that 
early  the  day  before  the  attack,  they  were  lashed  to  the  other  boat 
drifting,  and  that  they  had  grounded  on  a  sand-bar  and  separated, 
since  which  time  they  had  not  seen  or  heard  any  thing  of  the 
other  boat,  and  thought  probably  that  it  had  fallen  in^o  the  hands> 
of  the  Indians. 

This  created  an  additional  alarm  among  the  inhabitants.  The 
same  evening  my  boat  returned,  the  men  becoming  too  much 
alarmed  to  proceed.  That  night  sentinels  were  posted  by  the  in- 
habitants within  the  breast- works,who  saw,  in  imagination,  a  great 
many  Indians  prowling  about  in  the  darkness  ;  and  in  the  morn- 
ing there  was  a  great  variety  of  opinion,  as  to  what  was  best  to 
be  done  for  the  safety  of  the  place,  and  appearances  betokened  a 
great  deal  of  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  all  classes. 

*  Gov.  Reynolds  adds,  that  Saucy  Jack,  as  he  was  called,  was  a  sailor  by  profession  on  the  lakes  and 
ocean,  and  had  been  in  many  battles  with  the  ^British  daring  the  war  of  1812-15  ;  he  was  large  and 
Btrong,  and  possessed  the  courage  of  an  African  lion,  and  seizing  a  piece  of  the  setting  pole  of  the  boat 
which  was  about  four  feet  long,  and  had  on  the  end  a  pieee  of  iron,  which  made  it  a  more  weighty  and 
formidable  weapon,  he  used  it  with  great  effect  when  the  Indians  attempted  to  board  the  boat,  knocking 
them  back  into  the  river  as  fast  as  they  approached.  Such  an  instance  of  signal  heroism  is  enough  to 
render  any  man  famous,  and  we  should  be  glad  to  learn  more  of  Saucy  Jack's  history.         L.  C.  D. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  I  slept  rather  late,  owing  to  the 
fatigue  of  the  preceding  day.  My  brother-in-law  awakened  me, 
and  told  me  the  people  had  got  into  some  difficulty,  and  that  they 
wished  me  to  come  out,  and  see  if  I  could  not  settle  it.  I  went 
out  on  the  gallery,  and  enquired  what  the  difficulty  was ;  and 
heard  the  various  plans  and  projects  of  defence  proposed  by 
different  persons.  Some  objected  to  staying  in  the  village,  and 
protecting  the  property  of  the  villagers,  while  theirs,  outside  the 
village,  was  equally  exposed  to  the  pillage  of  the  Indians.  Others 
were  for  remaining  and  fortifying  where  they  were,  and  others 
still  urged  the  repairing  of  the  old  fort.  As  the  eminence  on 
which  my  house  stood  overlooked  the  most  of  the  Prairie,  some 
were  for  concentrating  our  people  there,  and  fortifying  it.  After 
hearing  these  different  projects,  I  addressed  them  something  as 
follows  :  "  As  to  your  fortifying  my  house,  you  can  do  so,  if  it  is 
thought  best,  but  I  do  not  wish  you  to  go  there  to  protect  it ;  I 
have  abandoned  it,  and  if  the  Indians  burn  it,  so  be  it;  but  there 
is  one  thing,  if  we  intend  to  protect  ourselves  from  the  Indians, 
we  must  keep  together,  and  some  one  must  command." 

Some  one  then  nominated  me  as  commander,  but  I  said,  "  Ko,  I 
would  not  attempt  to  command  you,  but  here  is  Thomas  McNaie, 
who  holds  from  the  governor  a  commission  of  captain  over  the 
militia  of  this  place,  and  has  a  right  to  command ;  if  you  will 
agree  to  obey  him  implicitly,  I  will  set  the  example  of  obedience 
to  his  orders,  and  will,  in  that  case,  furnish  you  with  powder  and 
lead  as  long  as  you  want  to  shoot.  (I  being  the  only  person  having 
those  articles  in  the  place ;)  but  unless  you  agree  to  obey  MdSTAiK, 
I  will  put  my  family  and  goods  into  my  boats  and  go  down  the 
river,  as  I  will  not  risk  myself  with  a  mob,  under  no  control." — 
Upon  this  they  immediatel}^  agreed  to  acknowledge  Mr.  McNaer 
as  commander,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  he  would  take  advice  up- 
on all  measures  undertaken.  Joseph  Bkisbois  was  lieutenant,  and 
Jean  Brunet  was  ensign,  both  duly  commissioned  by  the  gover- 
nor. Captain  McI^air  ordered  a  move  of  all  the  families,  goods. 
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with  the  old  guns,  to  the  fort,  and  it  was  near  sunset  before  we 
had  all  got  moved  there. 

About  that  time  we  discovered  the  skiff  of  the  other  keel-boat 
coming  around  the  point  of  an  island  near  Yellow  Kiver,  about 
three  miles  distant ;  but  we  could  not  discover  whether  they  were 
white  men  or  Indians  in  the  canoe,  and  of  course  it  created  an 
alarm,  but  in  a  few  moments  thereafter,  the  keel  boat  hove  in* 
sight,  and  the  alarm  ceased.  It  soon  arrived,  reporting  that  they 
had  received  a  few  shots  in  passing  the  places  where  the  other 
boat  had  been  attacked,  but  had  received  no  injury.  On  this  boat 
Joseph  Snelling,  son  of  Col.  Snelling,  returned  to  Prairie  du 
Chien.  Joseph  Snelling  and  myself  acted  as  supernumeraries 
under  Captain  McNaie.  The  government  of  Fort  Crawford  was 
conducted  by  a  council  of  the  Captain  and  those  who  acted  under 
him.  It  was  immediately  resolved  to  repair  the  old  fort  as  well 
as  possible  for  defence,  and  the  fort  and  block-house  were  put  in 
as  good  order  as  circumstances  and  materials  would  admit.  Dirt 
was  thrown  up  two  or  three  feet  high  around  the  bottom  logs 
of  the  fort,  which  were  rotten  and  dry,  and  would  easily  ignite. 
Joseph  Snelling  was  put  in  command  of  one  of  the  block  houses, 
and  Jean  Bkunet  of  the  other,  with  a  few  picked  men  in  each, 
who  were  trained  to  the  use  of  the  swivel  and  wall  pieces  that 
were  found  and  mounted  therein  ;  and  a  number  of  barrels  were 
placed  around  the  quarters  filled  with  water,  with  orders  in  case 
of  an  attack  to  cover  the  roof  of  the  buildings  with  blankets,  &c., 
and  to  keep  them  wet.  All  the  blacksmiths  were  put  in  requisi- 
tion to  repair  the  condemned  muskets  found  in  the  fort,  and,  mus- 
tering our  force,  we  found  .of  men  and  women  about  ninety  that 
could  handle  a  musket  in  case  of  an  attack. 

The  next  day  after  taking  possession  of  the  fort,  J.  B.  Loyer, 
an  old  voyageur,  was  engaged  to  cross  the  Mississippi  and  go  back 
through  the  country,  now  the  State  of  Iowa,  to  inform  Col.  Snel- 
ling, commanding  Fort  Snelling,  of  our  situation.  For  this  ser- 
vice Loter  was  promised  fifty  dollars,  and  furnished  with  ahorse 
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to  ride  and  provisions,  and  Duncan  Graham  was  engaged  to  ac- 
company him,  for  which  he  was  to  receive  twenty  dollars,  pro- 
visions and  a  horse  to  ride ;  and  for  these  payments,  I  became 
personally  responsible. 

Governor  Cass,  who  had  come  to  Butte  des  Morts,  on  the  Fox 
river,  to  hold  a  treaty  with  the  Winnebagoes,  learning  from  ru- 
*mor  that  there  was  dissatisfaction  among  them,  started  in  his 
canoe,  and  arrived  at  Prairie  du  Ghien  on  the  morning  of  the 
fourth  of  July.  He  ordered  the  company  of  militia  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  appointed  me  quarter-master  and 
commissary,  with  the  request  that  I  would  use  my  own  funds  for 
the  supply  of  the  department,  and  that  he  would  see  it  refunded ; 
and,  furthermore,  assumed  the  debt  for  ammunition  and  provis- 
ions already  advanced,  and  also  the  expenses  of  the  express  to 
Fort  Snelling,  and  directed  me  to  issue  to  the  troops  a  keel-boat 
load  of  flour,  that  I  previously  receipted  for  to  one  of  the  agents 
of  the  contractors  for  Fort  Snelling,  who  feared  to  go  farther 
with  it. 

After  these  arrangements  had  been  made,  Gov.  Cass  proceeded 
in  his  canoe  to  Galena,  and  raised  a  volunteer  company  under  the 
late  Col.  Abnek  Fields  as  captain,  and  assigned  him  the  command 
of  Fort  Crawford.  Lieutenant  Martin  Thomas  of  the  U.  S.  ordi- 
nance department,  and  then  stationed  at  the  arsenal  near  St. 
Louis,  who  happened  to  be  at  Galena,  came  up  and  mustered  the 
two  companies  of  the  militia  into  the  service  of  the  United  States ; 
and  contracted  with  Phineas  Black,  of  the  village  of  Louisiana, 
in  Missouri,  whom  he  found  at  Galena,  for  a  quantity  of  pork 
which  was  sent  uj)  by  the  boat  that  brought  the  volunteer  com- 
pany. Gov.  Cass  proceeded  from  Galena  to  St.  Louis  to  confer 
with  General  Atkinson,  then  in  command  of  J efferson  Barracks, 
and  of  the  western  military  department.  This  resulted  in  Gen. 
Atkinson's  moving  up  the  Mississippi  with  the  disposable  force 
under  his  command  at  Jefferson  Barracks.  During  this  time,  Col. 
Snelling  came  down  the  Mississippi,  with  two  companies  of  the 
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fifth  regiment  of  U.  S.  Infantry,  and  assumed  the  command  of 
Fort  Crawford,  and  soon  after  discharged  the  Galena  volunteer 
company,  as  they  could  not  well  be  brought  under  military  disci- 
pline. But  the  Prairie  du  Chien  company  was  retained  in  service 
until  some  time  in  the  month  of  August,  for  which  service,  through 
the  fault  of  some  one,  they  never  received  any  pay. 

Daring  this  time  General  Atkinson  arrived  with  the  troops 
from  Jefferson  Barracks,  having  on  his  way  up  dispatched  a  vol- 
unteer force  under  General  Dodge  from  Galena,  to  proceed  by 
land  to  the  Portage  of  Wisconsin.  When  General  Atkinson 
with  great  difficulty,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water  in  the 
Wisconsin,  arrived  at  the  Portage,  he  met  old  grey-headed  Day- 
KA.U-EAT  with  his  band,  who  finding  himself  surrounded  by  the 
volunteers  in  the  rear,  and  General  Atkinson's  force  of  regulars 
in  front,  and  a  company  of  volunteers  from  Green  Bay,  concluded 
to  disclaim  any  unfriendly  feelings  towards  the  United  States,  and 
disavowed  any  connection  with  the  murders  on  the  Mississippi. 
Gen.  Atkinson,  on  these  assurances  of  Day-kau-kay,  returned,  but 
ordered  the  occupation  of  Fort  Crawford  by  two  companies  of 
troops.  Notwithstanding  these  murders  of  our  citizens  and  move- 
ments of  troops,  the  wise  men  at  Washington,  with  about  as  much 
judgment  as  they  generally  decide  upon  Indian  affairs,  decided 
that  this  was  not  an  Indian  war. 

After  the  people  had  taken  possession  of  the  fort,  and  before 
the  arrival  of  General  Cass,  Indians  were  seen  in  the  village,  and 
a. guard  was  sent  out  to  take  them  and  bring  them  to  the  fort. 
They  made  no  resistance,  but  surrendered  themselves,  and  were 
brought  to  the  guard-house.  One  proved  to  be  the  famous  Eed 
Bird,  who  headed  the  party  that  murdered  Gagniek  and  Lipcap  ; 
another  was  W ah -w ah- peck- ah,  the  Indian  I  had  met  up  the  Wis- 
consin river,  and  whose  conduct  had  so  much  alarmed  me  and  my 
men  ;  the  other  was  a  young  Indian  whose  name  I  do  not  recol- 
lect. There  being  no  charge  of  crime  against  Wah-wah-peck-ah 
and  the  young  Indian,  after  the  United  States  troops  were  sta- 


168 


tioned  at  Fort  Crawford,  they  were  discharged ;  and  Eed  Bikd 
was  retained  in  the  guard-house,  where  he  died  before  he  was 
tried  for  the  murder  of  Gagnier  and  Lipcap. 

The  first  Sunday-school  established  in  the  place  was  by  my  first 
wife,  Mrs.  Julianna  Lockwood.  Mrs.  Lockwood  was  raised  among 
the  Presbyterians  or  Congregationalists  of  ^Tew  England,  and 
early  imbibed  the  strong  prejudices  of  those  people  against  the 
Roman  Catholics,  but  afterwards,  having  lived  in  Canada  two  or 
three  years,  and  having  become  intimately  acquainted  with  seve- 
ral ladies  of  that  faith,  who  were  apparently  good  pious  people, 
she  concluded  that  there  were  good  and  bad  among  all  sects  or 
denominations  calling  themselves  Christians,  and  her  early  preju- 
dices in  a  great  measure  wore  off.  We  were  married  in  the  sum- 
mer of  the  year  1824,  and  came  to  Prairie  du  Chien  in  the  au- 
tumn. There  was  not  at  that  time  any  church  or  meeting  to 
attend  on  Sunday.  Even  the  Roman  Catholics  had  a  priest  visit 
them  only  occasionall}^,  and  Mrs.  Lockwood  having  been  accus- 
tomed to  see  the  children  collected  in  Sunday-schools,  and  seeing 
a  large  number  playing  about  the  streets  on  the  sabbath,  con- 
cluded it  would  be  doing  them  a  good  service  to  gather  them  into 
a  Sunday-school,  and  proposed  to  Miss  Crawford,  a  young  lady 
raised  in  the  place,  who  spoke  English  and  French  fluently,  and 
who  had  a  good  common  education,  to  assist  her.  To  this  she 
agreed  at  once,  and  they  influenced  Dr.  Edwin  James,*  surgeon 
of  the  U.  S.  army,  then  stationed  at  Fort  Crawford,  and  John  H. 
KiNziE,  Esq.,  formerly  of  Chicago,  then  quite  a  young  man,  in 
the  employment  of  the  American  Fur  Company  at  Prairie  du 
Chien,  to  assist  them.  They  collected  the  children,  and  com- 
menced their  school  in  the  spring  of  1825,  and  continued  it  until 
the  winter  following,  but  not  without  opposition.  As  this  measure 
did  not  originate  with  Mr.  Rolette,  he  felt  bound  to  oppose  it. 
He  took  what  he  thought  would  be  the  most  efiectual  mode  of 


*  Dr.  James  accompanied  Maj.  Loxc.'s  expedition  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  1819-'20,  of  which  he 
wrote  a  Narrative,  published  in  1823,  in  three  volumes  ;  and,  in  1830,  appeared  Tanner's  Indian  Narra- 
tive, of  which  ke  was  the  editor.  L.  C.  D. 
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suppressing  it,  by  going  to  the  mothers  of  the  children  who  at- 
tended the  school,  and  representing  to  them  that  it  was  the  design 
to  make  Protestants  of  the  children.  To  counteract  Mr.  Rolette, 
they  introduced  and  taught  the  children  the  Roman  Catholic  cat- 
echism, finding  nothing  to  their  minds  very  objectionable  in  it; 
and,  as  I  said  before,  they  continued  their  school  until  winter, 
during  which  time  Dr.  James  was  ordered  to  some  other  post.  In 
the  spring  of  1826,  my  wife  and  myself  went  to  New  York  ;  Miss 
Crawford  accompanied  ijs  as  far  as  Mackinaw,  where  she  re- 
mained until  she  was  married.  Mr.  KrNziE  went  also  to  Macki- 
naw, during  which  time  he  received  an  appointment  in  the  Indian 
department,  under  Gov.  Cass,  and  went  to  Detroit  to  reside.  The 
Sunday-school  was  not  again  resumed,  nor  was  one  again  attempt- 
ed in  the  place  until  about  1830,  when  the  members  of  the  dif- 
ferent religious  denominations  united  in  forming  the  Union 
Sunday-School.  This  continued  a  few  years,  until  the  Methodists 
becoming  by  far  the  most  numerous  class,  assumed  the  manage- 
ment of  it,  since  which  time  they  have  claimed  it  as  a  Methodist 
Sunday- School. 

When  the  fifth  regiment  of  U.  S.  Infantry  came  into  the  country 
in  1819,  and  established  their  head- quarters  at  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Peter's  River,  they  brought  with  them  a  man  by  the  name  of 
John  Marsh,  a  graduate  of.  some  eastern  college,  as  teacher  of  the 
post  school  at  head-quarters.  He  appeared  to  have  a  great  fond- 
ness for  the  Sioux  Indians,  and  was  endowed  with  the  faculty  of 
acquiring  languages  with  great  facility ;  he  soon  learned  the  Sioux 
language,  so  that  he  spoke  it  with  as  great  ease  as  they  did  them- 
selves. Getting  tired  of  teaching  an  army  school,  he  came  down 
to  Prairie  du  Chien  in  1826,  and  went  over  to  Green  Bay,  and 
either  went  to  Detroit,  or  somewhere  met  Gov.  Cass,  who  was 
much  interested  in  getting  Indian  information,  traditions,  anec- 
dotes, tales,  &c.  He  employed  Maesh  by  the  month  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  procured  for  him  the  appointment  of  Sub-Indian  Agent 
at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  appointed  him  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
the  county  of  Crawford. 
22 
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Some  of  his  decisions  were  almost  equal  to  those  of  Judge 
Eeaume  of  Green  Bay.  He  was  in  the  practice  of  taking  notes 
for  collection,  and  issuing  process  on  them.  Some  person  sent 
him  a  note  to  collect  from  Green  Bay  against  Benjamin  Roy. 
Now  there  were  two  men  in  the  country  of  that  name,  one  resided 
at  the  Portage  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  other  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  American  Fur  Company  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  N^either  of 
them  could  write  his  name.  The  note  was  signed  with  a  mark, 
and  witnessed  by  a  man  who  wrote  his  name,  and  the  witness  had 
gone  into  the  Black  River  country  to  winter.  Maesh  believing  ^ 
that  the  Roy  that  was  here  was  the  man,  issued  process  and  had  him 
brought  before  him,  but  he  denied  any  knowledge  of  the  note ; 
but  Marsh,  satisfied  that  he  was  the  person  who  gave  it,  rendered 
judgment  against  him  for  the  amount,  and  said  he  would  examine 
the  witness  when  he  came  down  in  the  spring.  Col.  Dousman 
hearing  of  this  decision,  went  to  Marsh  and  told  him  that  if  he 
proceeded  any  farther  in  the  case,  he  would  report  him  to  Gov, 
Cass.    That  ended  the  proceeding. 

In  1830,  a  party  of  Sauks  and  Foxes  killed  some  Sioux,  on 
or  about  the  head-waters  of  Red  Cedar  River,  in  the  now  State  of 
Iowa ;  and,  the  same  season,  a  band  of  Fox  Indians,  who  resided 
about  where  Dubuque  now  is,  had  occasion  to  visit  Prairie  du 
Chien  on  business  with  the  Agent,  whom  they  had  previously  in- 
formed that  they  would  arrive  on  a  certain  day.  An  Indian  called 
the  Kettle  was  their  chief.  It  was  generally  believd  that  John 
Marsh  gave  the  Sioux  information  of  the  coming  of  the  Foxes, 
and  of  the  time  they  were  expected  ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
day  appointed  for  the  arrival  of  the  Foxes  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  a 
small  war  party  of  young  Sioux  made  their  appearance  here,  and 
joined  by  a  few  of  the  Menomonee  young  men,  proceeded 
down  the  Mississippi  to  the  lower  end  of  the  Prairie  du  Pier- 
reaux,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  below  Prairie  du  Chien,  where 
a  narrow  channel  of  the  Mississippi  runs  close  to  that  end  of  the 
prairie,  fringed  with  small  trees,  bushes  and  grass.  They  knew 
the  custom  of  the  Indians  in  going  up  stream  to  avail  themselves 
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of  all  such  side  channels,  as  there  was  less  current  in  them  than 
in  the  broad  riyec ;  and  secreting  themselves  among  the  bushes, 
trees  and  grass,  awaited  their  unsuspecting  victims.  When  the 
Foxes  came  within  point  blank  shot,  they  all  fired  upon  them, 
killing  their  chief  Kettle  and  several  others.  The  Foxes  finding 
their  chief  killed,  returned  down  the  river  to  carry  the  news  of  their 
misfortunes  to  the  tribe,  while  the  Sioux  and  Menomonees  return- 
ed home  with  the  tidings  of  their  victory,  and  to  dance  over  it. 
They  passed  through  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  remained  a  short  time 
here,  but  for  some  unaccountable  reason,  no  notice  whatever  was 
taken  of  it. 

The  signs  of  several  war  parties  of  the  Foxes  were  reported  to 
have  been  seen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  during  the  year  ; 
but  they  effected  nothing  until  sometime,  I  think,  iA  June,  1831, 
when  a  considerable  number  of  Menomonees  had  collected  at 
Prairie  du  Chien,  and  encamped  on  an  island  near  the  eastern 
shore  of  the  Mississippi,  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  old  Fort 
Crawford.  They  had  obtained  whiskey  enough  for  all  to  get  so- 
cially drunk  upon — and  it  is  rare  to  find  a  Menomonee  who  will 
not  get  drunk  when  he  has  a  chance ;  and  they  had  carried  their 
revels  far  into  the  night,  until  men,  women  and  children  were  beast- 
ly drunk.  About  two  hours  before  day,  a  Fox  war  party,  that  had 
been  watching  their  movements,  fell  upon  them  in  that  helpless 
state,  and  killed  about  thirty  of  them.  By  this  time,  some  of  the 
more  sober  of  them  were  aroused,  and  commenced  firing  upon  the 
Foxes,  who  fled  down  the  river,  pursued  a  short  distance  by  the 
Menomonees. 

Thomas  P.  Brunett,  the  Sub  Indian  Agent,  was  sleeping  with 
me  in  my  store,  and  it  being  very  warm  weather,  we  had  made  a 
bed  of  blankets  on  the  counter,  when  about  two  hours  before  day- 
light, we  were  awakened  by  the  cries  of  a  Menomonee  woman  at 
the  store  door.  "We  let  her  in,  when  she  told  us  of  the  disaster 
to  the  Menomonees.  Mr.  Burnett  took  my  horse  and  went  to 
inform  General  Street,  the  Indian  Agent,  who  lived  about  four 
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miles  above  this,  and  who  arrived  about  day-light,  and  gave  the 
first  information  to  the  fort.  Although  there  had  been  a  great 
firing  of  guns  and  hallooing  among  the  Indians,  the  sentinels  had 
reported  nothing  of  it  to  the  officers ;  but  on  hearing  of  the  affair, 
the  commandant  immediately  dispatched  a  company  of  men  in 
boats  after  the  Foxes,  but  they  did  not  overtake  them.  The  Gov- 
ernment demanded  of  the  Sauks  to  deliver  up  the  perpetrators  of 
this  deed.  The  Foxes  fled  to  the  Sauks,  and  their  chief.  Kettle, 
being  dead,  they  remained  among  and  amalgamated  with  them, 
and  have  not  since  continued  a  separate  nation  or  tribe.  I  have 
always  believed  this  to  be  the  origin  of  the  Black  Hawk  war. — 
There  were,  I  suppose,  other  causes  of  discontent,  but  I  believe 
that  this  transaction  was  the  immediate  caus6  ot  the  movements 
of  Black  Hawk. 

In  1830,  the  present  Fort  Crawford  was  commenced,  and,  in 
1831,  it  was  occupied  with  a  part  of  the  troops,  leaving  the  aick 
in  the  old  hospital,  and  the  surgeon  in  the  old  fort.  The  fort,  I 
think,  was  finished  in  1832.  In  1833,  the  authorities  of  Crawford 
county  concluded  to  build  a  court  house  and  jail,  and  commenced 
raising  funds  by  increasing  the  taxes  ;  and,  in  1836,  constructed  a 
stone  building  of  sufficient  size  to  have  on  the  ground  floor  a 
room  each  for  criminals  and  debtors,  and  two  rooms  for  the  jailer, 
with  a  court  room  and  two  jury  rooms  on  the  second  floor.  The 
taxable  inhabitants  then  in  the  county  were  confined  to  the  Pra- 
rie.  We  were  then  attached  to  Michigan  Territory,  and  so  well 
were  our  county  affairs  managed,  that  the  taxes  were  not  raised 
more  than  five  mills  on  a  dollar  to  pay  for  this  improvement ;  and 
this  was  the  first  court  house  erected  in  Wisconsin. 

Sometime  in  1827  or  '28,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  county  and 
one  of  the  Associate  Justices  having  removed  away,  I  presume 
application  was  made  to  Governor  Cass — I  do  not  know  how  it 
was,  as  I  was  absent  from  the  last  of  July,  1827,  to  the  summer 
of  1829;  and  Joseph  Rolette  was  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and 
Jean  Brunet  Associate  Justice.    When  Thomas  P.  Burnett  ar- 
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rived  here,  in  1830,  lie  found  the  court  80  different  from  what  he 
had  been  accustomed  to,  that  he  at  once  decided  that  he  could 
not  practice  before  one  organized  as  ours  then  was,  and  made  rep- 
resentations ot  their  proceedings  to  the  Governor,  reporting  some 
decisions,  and  sending  a  petition  requesting  their  removal,  and 
the  appointment  of  General  Joseph  M.  Street*  as  Chief  Jus- 
tice, and  myself  and  Hercules  L.  Dousman  as  Associates.  These 
removals  and  appointments  were  accordingly  made.  Mr.  Michael 
Bbisbois,  the  other  Associate  Judge,  became  blind  in  1829,  and,  I 
believe,  died  in  1837,  and  by  his  son,  at  his  request,  was  buried 
on  a  prominent  bluff  back  of  Prairie  du  Chien. 

Joseph  Holette,  of  whom  I  have  so  often  spoken,  was  a  Cana- 
dian by  birth,  of  French  extraction,  and  an  educated  man.  He 
told  me  he  was  educated  for  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  but,not 
lilting  the  profession,  he  quit  it  and  served  a  regular  apprentice- 
ship to  mercantile  business,  and,  about  the  year  I804  came  to 
Prairie  du  Chien  in  business  connection  with  Mr.  Cameron,  f  an 
^  old  Indian  trader  who  usually  resided  at  Lac-qui-Parle  on  the 
St.  Peter's  E-iver.  Mr.  Rolette  superintended  the  business  at 
the  Prairie,  and  kept  the  books  of  the  concern  ;  wintering  occa- 
sionally at,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Pepin,  and  returning  to 
Prairie  du  Chien  early  in  the  spring,  to  take  advantage  of  the 
spring  trade  of  the  Indians  visiting  here.  Mr.  Rolette  was  an 
active  merchant  and  trader,  and  I  suppose  would  be  called  a 
clever  merchant ;  that  is,  he  was  active  in  taking  every  advantage 
of  his  neighbor  for  making  money,  without  regard  to  the  morali- 
ty of  the  liansaction.    Although  he  was  active  in  business,  and 

*  Gen.  Steeet  migrated  from  Richmond,  Va.,  in  the  winter  of  1805-06,  to  Frankfort,  Ky.,  where  he 
fioon  engaged  in  the  publication  of  the  Western  Woi-Jd,  and  for  several  years  took  a  conspicuous  part 
in  the  gladiatorial  field  of  Kentucky  politics.  Appointed,  in  1828,  to  the  Indian  Agency  at  Prairie  du 
Chien,  he  was  there  during  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  that  captured  chief  was  surrendered  to  him  by 
ONB-EYED-DAY-KAtJ-KAY  and  party  ;  and  he  died  on  the  Des  Moines  River,  Iowa,  while  Agent  for  the 
Sauks  and  Foxes,  May  5th,  1840,  at  about  the  age  of  sixty  years.  L.  C.  D. 

fFrom  the  Annals  of  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society,  we  learn  that  Cameron  had  his  trading  post 
towards  the  sources  of  the  Minnesota ;  that  he  was  a  shrewd  and  daring  Scotchman,  and  died  in  1811  ; 
and  the  spot  where  he  was  buried,  on  the  Upper  Minnesota,  is  known  to  this  day  as  Cameron's  Grave. 
MuKDOCH  Cameron  left  behind  him  a  name  of  much  celebrity  in  the  Narth-West.  L.  C.  D. 
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used  every  exertion  to  make  money,  it  was  not  with  the  miserly 
disposition  of  hoarding  it,  for  he  was  equally  liberal  in  scattering 
it.  Among  many  bad  qualities  as  a  citizen,  Mr.  Kolette  yet  pos- 
sessed many  redeeming  traits.  He  was  hospitable  and  generous, 
and  liberal  to  the  poor,  and  where  a  man  had  met  with  loss  by 
accident,  he  was  generally  one  of  the  first  to  afford  relief;  and, 
for  an  India-^i  trader,  he  had  considerable  enterprise  for  the  pros- 
perity and  improvement  of  the  country.  I  believe  that  he  intro- 
duced the  first  swine  into  the  country,  but  am  not  sure  that  such 
is  the  fact ;  I  know  that  he  introduced  the  first  sheep,  and  that  he 
was  much  imposed  on  in  the  purchase.  He  bargained  with  an 
American  below  this  on  the  Mississippi,  to  deliver  him  a  certain 
number  of  ewes  at  the  Prairie.  The  man  brought  the  number  of 
sheep,  and  told  him  they  were  according  to  contract,  and  Mr.  Ko- 
lette knowing  very  little  about  sheep,  counted  them  and  directed 
his  man  to  take  them  to  his  farm,  and  paid  for  them  agreeably  to 
contract,  and  after  a  while  some  one  examined  them,  and  found 
that  instead  of  ewes  they  were  nearly  all  wethers. 

About  1840,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Manhan,  who  wm  a  tan- 
ner and  currier,  came  to  this  place,  and  proposed  to  set  up  his 
business  here,  but  not  having  the  necessary  means,  Mr.  Rolette 
advanced  them  to  him ;  but  it  turned  out  a  poor  adventure.  I 
must  here  relate  an  anecdote  of  Eolette.  His  ambition  was  al- 
ways to  be  ahead  of  me  in  everything.  I  think  that  some  time 
in  1823, 1  mentioned  to  some  person  that  I  ^thought  a  distillery 
would  do  well  at  the  Prairie,  and  that  I  would  introduce  some 
rye  ;  and  if  I  could  induce  the  French  to  raise  it  on  the  front  of 
their  farms  that  were  sandy,  I  would  build  a  distillery,  but  wished 
to  get  the  rye  growing  first.  Mr.  Rolette  hearing  of  my  sug- 
gestion, concluded  at  once  that  he  would  build  a  distillery  ;  and 
in  going  to  Mackinaw,  he  fell  in  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Cur- 
tis, who  had  been  a  captain  in  the  army,  and  had  been  cashiered 
by  court-martial,  and  being  without  means  of  support,  was  ready 
for  almost  anything.   He  persuaded  Mr.  Rolette,  that  he  was  a 
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scientific  man,  and  could  do  almost  anything,  and  especially  was 
well  acquainted  with  distilliog.  Mr.  Kolette  engaged  him,  and 
brought  him  to  the  Prairie,  in  1824 ;  but  as  the  distillery  was 
not  yet  built,  Mr.  Rolette  employed  him  as  a  teacher  in  his 
family,  for  which  he  was  very  well  qualified.  During  this  time 
Mr.  EoLETTE  ordered  and  received  the  coppers  and  other  appara- 
tus for  his  distillery.  For  some  reason,  the  building  of  the  distil- 
lery was  delayed  until  the  spring  of  1828,  when  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Giapon,  a  Canadian  by  birth,  clerk  of  our  circuit  court, 
and  fond  of  a  joke,  told  Mr.  Rolette  one  day,  that  I  would  make 
him  build  a  distillery  ;  that  I  had  only  to  say  that  I  was  going  to 
build  one,  and  he  would  be  certain  to  immediately  do  so.  It  was 
not  true  that  I  had  ever  said  so  to  Giapon,  but  Mr.  Rolette  soon 
after  sent  his  coppers  and  other  apparatus  to  St..  Louis,  and  noth- 
ing more  was  heard  of  the  distillery. 

It  was  so  well  understood  that"  Mr.  Rolette  would  oppose  any 
measure  that  he  did  not  introduce,  that  when  I  wished  to  carry 
out  any  object  without  opposition,  that  I  considered  for  the  public 
good,  I  would  get  some  person  to  go  to  Mr.  Rolette  and  tell  him 
that  I  was  going  to  introduce  such  a  measure,  and  I'  would  soon 
after  hear  that  Mr.  Rolette  was  going  to  do  the  same  thing.  I 
would  of  course  second  him  and  we  would  get  along  without  any 
difficulty.  Mr.  Rolette  was  evidently  the  first  man  of  this  little 
village  when  he  came  to  the  country,  and  some  may  say  that  in 
representing  his  foibles,  I  have  maliciously  taken  advantage  of 
him,  as  he  cannot  now  answer  for  himself.  As  we  were  for  seve- 
ral years  opposing  candidates  for  the  rank  and  consideration  of 
the  first  man  of  our  little  village,  and  were  rival  Indian  traders, 
I  have  introduced  our  respective  names  only  when  necessary  iQ 
elucidate  the  events  in  the  history  of  the  region  of  Prairie  dii 
Chien. 

Col.  Hekcules  L.  Doijsman  came  to  the  Prairie  in  the  autumn 
of  1827,  in  the  employ  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  and  has 
ever  since  steadily  pursued  what  he  appeared  to  have  most  taste 
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for,  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  until  at  this  time  he  is  considered 
very  wealthy. 

In  speaking  of  the  early  settlers,  and  their  marriage  connec- 
tions, I  should  perhaps  explain  a  little.  In  the  absence  of  reli- 
gious instrnctions,  and  it  becoming  so  common  to  see  the  Indians 
use  so  little  ceremony  about  marriage,  the  idea  of  a  verbal  ma- 
trimonial contract  became  familiar  to  the  early  French  settlers, 
and  they  generally  believed  that  such  a  contract  of  marriage  was 
valid  without  any  other  ceremony.  Many  of  the  women,  married 
in  this  way,  believed,  in  their  simplicity  and  ignorance,  that  they 
were  as  lawfully  the  wives  of  the  men  they  lived  with,  as  though 
they  had  been  married  with  all  the  ceremony  and  solemnity  pos- 
sible. A  woman  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  respectable  in  her  class, 
told  me  that  she  was  attending  a  ball  in  the  place,  and  that  a  tra- 
der, who  resided  on  the  Lower  Mississippi,  had  his  canoe  loaded 
to  leave  as  soon  as  the  ball  was  over,  proposed  to  marry  her ;  and 
as  he  was  a  trader  and  ranked  above  her,  she  was  pleased  with 
the  offer,  and  as  his  canoe  was  in  waiting,  he  would  not  delay  for 
further  ceremony.  She  stepped  from  the  ball-room  on  board  his 
canoe,  and  wferit  with  him  down  the  Mississippi,  and  they  lived 
together  three  or  four  years,  and  she  had  two  children  by  him. 
She  assured  me  that  she  then  believed  herself  as  much  the  wife 
of  this  man  as  if  she  had  been  married  with  all  the  ceremony  of 
the  most  civilized  communities,  and  was  not  convinced  to  the  con- 
trary, until  he  unfeelingly  abandoned  her,  and  married  another : 
and  from  her  manner  of  relating  it,  I  believed  her  sincere. 

In  1816,  at  the  time  of  ray  advent  to  Wisconsin,  the  Menon/o- 
nees  inhabited  the  country  about  Green  Bay,  and  their  women 
occasionally  married  Winnebagoes,  but  not  often.  The  Menomo- 
nees  are  a  quiet  and  peaceful  race,  well  disposed,  and  have  al- 
ways, since  their  acquaintance,  been  friendly  to  the  whites.  Tomah, 
the  acting  chief  of  the  nation,  was  highl;f  spoken  of  by  all  the 
traders  as  a  great  and  good  man.  It  was  related  to  me  by  some 
of  the  traders  at  that  period,  I  believe  it  was  Judge  Lawe,  that,  at 


thi  l^me  oi:ithe  g^mf^l  coiabinatiloui  ;of  the  Indians  under  Ponti- 
AOj  ia  1763,.foi'  tliie  idedtruction  of  all  tlie  English  in  the  western 
cotijijtr ^he:  Meuomoiiiees  under,  their  chief  Tomah,  went  to  the 
o^<ipr  in  command^f;  the  Brit-isl^for,!;  at  Green  Bay,  consisting  of  .«t 
abouliftWienty  mef,:  a^ild  i.Bfojti^nedj  hixaaiof  th^  t^JOt  for  their  destruc-  r 
tion^i  ip  icomuion;  with  other  gjfjrrisiOns,  hutif  he  would  abandon  / 
thB,/ort,«^nd;h,e  and  hi6iWlen/^^l/reHder  up  their  arms,  that  he,  To-(I 
M4jE]  a<nd  h{i^p.eopile  Tt^oul4'€p?|d]ieji:the;^:  -safely'!to  Montreah.  Th^ni 
of^(^^m-mi:W^^  yiel^e^  jupjhejrii^rimto  ;jQMAg,,exeepf<.SQrgeant ; 
]^j5^^BS,  tyhOi  declared  -that  h^,  would  never  surretider  his  gun  to.ii 
a%Iudia%.and        fii^allj  i^llpiwisd.to  retain  , it.    AH  were  s.afely  ; 
ccw^neyecj.  ^  ii?i,/?p,noe^i  .to  Montreaj^^;; .^i^^  'Sergeant.'  E'oBjj.ESj  for  his" 
feiifrl^s^  conduct,;  though  he  cQp^ld  ^i0t  ^be  prQnaotedj  ha^ifag  a  fam- 
il3T,,he  was.  fayored  with  a  discharge,  and  lengaging  in  his  trade  a. 
of. a  shoeoi^k^r,  e,ventua,lly  became  wealthy.    But  as  I  see  no  u' 
B^qi^l^ ,meji\i^%:  ^nade  qf -^t  ip, ^Li^utenanl; .  Gto^jbell's  Journal ^ of, . j 
thosefjtime^Sj  published  ij^,  the  first ;  To).ume;  of  Collections  -  of  the 
Wificon^n  HistoricaJ.  Soci^tiy^ti^I,  co^^iu/J^i'jthere^-mttat^'bie  ^oniei/i 
mistakes ;al)Oift,ji;.'t:':  •,  ,  ralrh'i      .:>jft  r.)  Hv.i'nlo  •-■.xit  bo- nr  x'.^ionp 

The  principal  villages  of  the  "Wihriebi^O^S  were  af  We  loweV 
aii3 npjiep leud  the  lakeiof  that  aame^  with  an  occasional  lodge 
along  the ■  Fox  river.  At  the  seasOuvthiat  tk*ad6rs  generally  passed^ 
th^f  iPortage  of  Wisconsin,  they  would  And  old  grey  headed  Day-""^ 

■   ^  i  U-  r—  :  ^  1  ,  .  ^  ■ 

*.iP^jYadi±ion,  jadging  from  j^Oi^K|:^i.'s  Jpurnal:ai^d  Parkjian's  Histprjr  of  the  Conspiracy  of  Po:«- 
TIAC,  cannot  be  regarded  aS  reliable,  ff  is  certain  that  Lieut.  Gorrell  and,  his. men  made  no  surrender 
of  Ah^tb^eiV^ea  gt  ohkks;  and  that  the  jAeriomonees  and  others,  conducted  tlieiaa  io  the  village  of  L'Arbre'*''' 
Crpdti9,^a  the,  tegiou  of '^»ckinaY>. whence  .th^  returned  ,  to  Gr^en  Bay.   But  this  tradi- !  j 

tion  serves  to,  confirm  us  in  the  belief,  that  ToMAH  or  Carron  was  much  older  than  represented  by  the 
ingWiptiW  '<fa.'  his  tomb-stone,  ^rid  that  he  "wAs  aanan  of  consequence  during  the  Ijorder  wirs  of  1755 
to  I»;^<^feRELL'^  Jem-nalj,  ;referring  to  -the  .events  of  18th  May,  1763,  he  spejiks  thus  :  ,"The 

Chiefs  [of  the  Menomonees]  w^re  n^uch  displeased  at  Carboy's  getting  a  present  from  Mr.  Goddard  of 
a  ao^  kiiit  «iAbroider^d''clothe'.=J.  '  ^his'ti^ROT  •Nvas  much  thought  of  by  thfe  PrGilcli.''  This  refers 
undoubtedly  to  the  noble-5k>MAH  or  Carron-;  an^e-hope  hereafter  to  he  able  to  prepare,  for  some  fu- 
ture yoluiae  of  th©  Society'^  CoUectiong,  a  more  extended  and  detailed  account  of  his  life  and  character 
th»n  yejt  beea  given.  jilS'^hat. was:  i!fec0jded  of  him  in  our  last  year's  Report  and  Collections,  excited' 
geaeraii interest  the  liistpry  of  this  brave  and  generous  chief.  His  iobleness  and- generosity  of  char- 
ac^r^r^flectxeftl  hqpor  .on.  .the  lndian  race,  aad  on  the  Menomonees  especially  :  and  it  should  be  the 
pride  pleasure  of  our  Historical  Society  to  spare  no  pains  to  search  out  and  garner  up  every  fact 
estaotj  illustrative  of  the  career  of  so  truly  great  and  -wdrthy  a  Wisconsin  chieftain.  L,,C.  D. 
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Kau-eay  at  the  Portage  with  his  band.  Their  village  was  a 
short  distance  from  there  up  the  Wisconsin,  and  the  Winnebagoes 
had  villages  up  the  Manois  [?]  and  on  the  Baraboo  Rivers,  and 
several  small  ones  along  down  the  Wisconsin  to  near  its  mouth. 
They  were  estimated  at  that  time  by  the  traders  best  acquainted 
with  them,  to  be  about  nine  hundred  warriors  strong.  Of  the 
Dat-Kau  rays,  there  were  four  or  five  brothers,  who  were  all 
influential  men  in  the  nation,  and  I  knew  one  sister  who  had  a 
family  of  children  by  a  trader  named  Lecuyer^  who  had  married 
her  after  the  Indian  manner.  Tradition  sa3^s  that  their  father  was 
a  French  trader,  who  during  the  time  the  French  had  possession 
of  the  country,  married  a  Winnebago  woman,  the  daughter  of  the 
principal  chief  of  the  nation,  by  whom  he  had  these  sons  and 
daughter;  that  at  the  time  the  country  was  taken  possession  of 
by  the  English,  he  abandoned  them,  and  they  were  raised  among 
the  Indians,  and  being  the  descendants  of  a  chief  on  the  mother's 
side,  when  arrived  at  manhood  they  assumed  the  dignity  of  their 
rank  by  inheritance.  They  were  generally  good  Indians,  and  fre- 
quently urged  their  claims  to  the  friendship  of  the  whites,  by  say- 
ing they  were  themselves  half  white.'^ 

I  suppose  that  having  been  so  long  among  the  Indians,  it  will  • 
be  expected  that  I  should  give  some  account  of  their  inanners, » 
customs,  religious  ceremonies,  &c. ;  but  of  the  Indians  who  in-  ; 
habit  Wisconsin,  I  can  say  vevy  little.    The  Indians  who  visit  a 
trading  post  like  Prairie  du  Chien,  are  generally  seen  in  their 
worst  state,  and  I  always  had  such  a  dislike  to  the  Winnebagoes, 
that  I  never  sought  to  learn  their  language,  or  much  of  their  cus- 
toms or  ceremonies.   The  Indians  with  whom  I  am  most  familiar 
are  the  Sioux,  with  whom  I  spent  three  winters  in  their  own 
country,  where  I  saw  many  Indians  who  had  never  seen  any 

•  Mrs.  KiJfZiE  conrejs  the  idea,  that  they  boasted  of  a  remote  .crosB  of  French  blood  in  some  former 
generation  ;  that  they  possessed  remarkably  handsome  features,  and  their  mother  was  living  ■•s.  lateu 
1831,  then  supposed  to  be  over  one  hundred  years  of  age.   Mrs.  Kr»ziK  designates  one  of  the  Dat-Kau- 
BAT8  as  a  "  grand  old  chief '—the  same  doubtless,  mentioned  by  Judge  Lockwood  ;  and  another,  hii  - 
Tery  antipodes,  was  not  inappropriately  called  Rascal  Dat-Kat7-ray  ;  and  the  One-Eyed  Dat-Kai>4UT  1 
wag  distinguished  for  the  part  he  took  in  the  capture  of  Black  Hawk.  Ii. 0*  ©r-----> 
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white  men,  except  occasionally  a  trader.  But  none  of  the  Sioux 
have  ever  resided  within  the  limits  of  our  State,  although  they 
were  at  one  time  included  within  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
when  what  is  now  Iowa  and  Minnesota  formed  a  part  of  that  Ter- 
ritory.   Of  them  I  will  endeavor  to  give  some  account. 

And,  firstly,  of  their  marriages.  When  a  young  Indian  desires 
to  marry,  he  invites  his  relatives,  who  are  near  or  in  camp,  to  a 
feast,  and  informs  them  that  he  wishes  a  certain  girl  for  his  wife. 
If  they  are  in  favor  of  the  match,  they  immediately  collect  goods 
and  suitable  articles  for  a  present  to  the  relations  of  the  desired 
one.  One  gives  a  gun,  another  a  blanket,  and  another  a  kettle  or 
horse,  as  they  may  happen  to  possess  at  the  time.  When  the  cot- 
lection  is  completed,  some  of  the  relatives  carry  the  presents  to 
the  lodge  of  the  father  of  the  young  woman  ;  one  of  them  express- 
ing in  song  the  object  for  which  they  are  intended,  and  leave  the 
things  at  the  door  and  retire.  If  the  father  is  favorably  disposed  to 
the  match,  he  invites  all  his  relatives  that  are  near  to  a  feast,  and 
when  assembled,  if  they  conclude  to  give  the  girl  in  marriage  to 
the  young  man,  each  takes  of  the  articles  such  as  he  can  return  in 
kind  ;  for  instance,  if  one  can  return  a  gun,  horse,  kettle,  blanket 
or  other  articles,  he  takes  such  an  article  ;  and  presents  in  this 
way  are  made  up  by  the  relatives  of  the  desired  bride,  generally 
of  the  same  kind  of  articles  they  have  received,  and  taken,  to- 
gether with  herself,  to  the  lodge  of  the  young  man  with  singing, 
&c.  After  which  she  returns  again  to  the  lodge  of  her  father, 
where  they  usually  reside,  the  son-in-law  hunting  for  the  father- 
in-law  until  about  the  time  the  oldest  child  can  walk,  after  which 
he  generally  gets  a  lodge  for  himself.  A  small  apartment  is  pe^ 
titioned  off  in  the  lodge  of  the  father-in  law  for  the  young  couple^ 
The  young  man  generally  during  the  day  is  out  hunting,  and 
seldom  visits  the  lodge  of  his  bride  until  the  others  have  gone  to 
sleep,  when  he  crawls  into  the  lodge.  There  is  no  familiarity  be- 
tween the  parents  of  the  bride  and  their  son-inr)g,w.^  If  he  is 
ever  in  their  presence,  he  appears  ashamed,  and  seldom  speaks  to 
them.    If  he  wants  to  communicate  to  them,  it  is  done  through 
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his  wife  and  if  he  happens  to  be  in  a  trader's  house,  and  either 
father  or  mother-in-law  enters,  he  generally  retires.  Such  is 
Sioux  etiquette  between  these  relations. 

Of  births.  As  soon  as  a  child  is  born,  the  mother  goes  into  the 
water,  and  stands  in  it  over  her  waist,  and  bathes  herself  for  some 
considerable  length  of  time.  If  in  winter,  she  has  a  hole  cut  in 
the  ice,  through  which  she  enters  and  bathes. 

.Deaths  and  burials.  When  a  person  dies,  the  bo(Jy  is  decora,t!e4v 
in  all  of  his  or  her  finery,  and  four  forks  or  crotches  are  cut  an4 . 
stuck  in  the  ground,  upon  which  a  scaffold  is  made,  and  the  de- 
ceased wrapped  in  a  newly  painted  buffalo  skin  or  new  blanket^  r 
and  laid  thereon  with  some  ceremony.    If  the  death  takes  place  < 
at  a  trader's  house  in  the  fall  before  they  go  to  their  hunt,  an  old 
woman,  a  relative  of  the  deceased,  is  left  there  to  feed  and  cry 
over  the  dead  during  the  absence  of  the  others..   She  usually 
goes  about  dark  in  the  evening  with  a  dish  of  provisions,  and  sits 
down  under  the  scaffold,  and  commences  crying  and  howling, 
with  loud  lamentations,  and  calling  upon  the  Great  Spirit  some- 
thing as  follows  :     Wah  lcaw-tong-gaw^  oh  she  mendoh  (naming 
the  deceased)  with  other  cries,  which  mean — Great  Spirit,  have 
mercy  on  the  deceased,  &c.    This  doleful  noise  is  very  unpleas- 
ant, and  after  continuing  it  for  about  an  hour,  she  leaves  the  dish 
of  food  under  the  scaffold,  and  returns  to  the  lodge,  and  the 
dogs  or  wolves  eat  the  provisions,  when  the  Indians  suppose  the  . 
dead  eat  them.    The  corpse  is  left  in  this  manner  until  nothing 
remains  but  the  bones,,  when  they  are  collected  and  carried  to 
their  village.    At  one  time  at  my  house  in  St.  Peters,  an  Indian 
of  some  note,  who  had  four  grown  daughters,  had  a  death  in  his 
family,  and  he  named  four  young  men  to  build  the  scaffold  and 
put  the  corpse  thereon,  and  when  concluded,  he  rewarded  each 
with  one  of  his  daughters  for  a  wife.  . 

When  a  death  happens  in  a  family,  no  matter  how  well  they 
are  clothed,  the  good  clothes  are  stripped  off  and  given  away, 
and  the  worst  old  leather  rags  substituted  in  their  place,  besmear- 
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ing  their  hair,  hands  and  faca  with  4ii?tj,;>  levying  the  hair  un- 
combed to  mat  with  the  dirt,  gashing'  theuv.Jegf ?  and  arms,  and 
-leaving  th era  to  get  well  without  the  le^st  attention.  Some  of 
them  carry  their  grief  so  far  as  to  rai^e  the  skin  of  their  arms  and 
pierce  holes  with  their  knives,  and  put  pegs  through.  They  con- 
tinue their  mourning  about  a  year,  although  by  giving  a  feast  and 
performing  certain  ceremonies  they  can  be  relieved  from  their 
mourning  in  a  much  less  time. 

Eeligious  superstitions,  &c.  Wawkaw,  in  their  language,  sig- 
nifies a  spirit  or  spiritual.  The  French  have  interpreted  or  render- 
ed it  medicine,  but  the  Indians  call  the  Great  Spirit  or  God  Waw- 
KAw-TONG-GAw,  the  latter  part  signifying  great.  The  devil  they 
call  Waw-kaw-she-coh,  the  latter  part  signifying  "had.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  get  an  Indian  to  talk  on  the  subject  of  his  religious  belief, 
but  my  interpreter,  who  was  a  half  breed,  informed  me  that  they 
believe,  that  the  great  Good  Spirit  resides  in  a  beautiful  country 
Of  good  hunting  ground,  and  where  there  is  everything  in  abun- 
dance that  an  Indian  can  desire,  even  a  plurality  of  beautiful 
wives.  But  to  get  there,  they  must  be  good  Indians  in  this  world, 
and  perform  all  their  duties  well  as  hunters,  warriors,  &c. ;  that 
on  the  way  to  this  happy  land,  there  is  a  deep  gulf  to  pass,  wit^i 
a  very  narrow  way  to  cross  it,  and  that  only  the  good  can  success- 
fully pass  over  ;  that  the  bad,  in  attempting  to  pass,  fall  off  into 
the  gulf,  and  wander  about  in  a  starving  condition.  They  are 
very  particular  in  performing  their  religious  rites  by  feasts,  sacri- 
fices, (fee.  The  first  fruits  gathered  are  set  apart  for,  the  purpose 
of  a  spiritual  or  holy  feast  ;  the  first  corn  or  wild  rico  of  the  sea- 
son, the  first  dnck  or  goose  killed  when  they  appear  in  the  spring, 
are  all  reserved  for  the  feast ;  at  which  those  Indians  only  who 
are  entitled  to  wear  the  badge  of  having  ^lain  an  enemy,  are  in- 
vited. TheVomen,  and  those  who  have  never  taken  the  scalp  of 
a  foe,  no  matter  how  hungry,  are  never  invited  to  participate. 
You  will  see  boys  of  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  of  age  at  the 
feast,  while  old  gray-headed  men  are  excluded  with  the  womeUj 
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and  looked  upon  as  old  women,  which  is  a  term  of  great  reproach 
among  them.  We  cannot  then  wonder,  that  the  Indian  tribes  are 
so  constantly  at  war,  as  it  is  the  only  thing  that  gives  them  fame 
and  consequence  among  themselves.  I  was  told  of  a  tradition  of 
the  Sioux,  that  in  ancient  times  a  man  could  not  get  a  wife  until 
he  had  killed  an  enemy.  The  mother  trains  her  sons  to  believe 
that  revenge  upon  their  enemies  is  a  cardinal  virtue,  and  this  ad- 
vice and  admonition  are  constantly  instilled  into  their  minds. 

From  early  infancy  they  believe  in  minor  evil  spirits,  and  in 
ghosts  who  operate  upon,  and  influence  them.  While  sleeping 
in  a  camp  of  Indians  in  the  night,  you  will  frequently  be  awa- 
kened by  the  firing  of  guns,  and  enquiring  the  cause,  you  will  be 
told  they  are  shooting  the  dead  that  trouble  them.  Over-loading 
their  stomachs,  as  they  often  do,  they  are  no  doubt  frequently 
troubled  with  the  night-mare,  and  imagine  that  they  are  attacked 
by  a  ghost,  and  get  up  and  shoot  at  their  supposed  intruder.  They 
have  also  their  doctors  and  astrologers,  who  are  well  paid  for  their 
services.  When  a  person  is  sick,  they  send  for  a  doctor,  who  gets 
his  pay  in  advance.  He  then  commences  shaking  over  the  sick 
his  gourd,  which  has  in  it  some  beads  to  make  it  rattle,  until  he 
finds  out  what  is  the  matter  with  his  patient,  which  he  generally 
discovers  is,  that  some  beast,  fish  or  bird  has  got  into  the  body  of 
the  patient,  which  by  shaking  his  rattle,  signing,  and  other  nec- 
romancy, he  causes  to  depart.  Previously  to  driving  out  the 
unwelcome  intruder,  he  cuts  its  figure  or  likeness  out  of  birch 
bark,  and  places  it  in  front  of  the  door  of  the  lodge,  with 
two  young  men  situated  so  to  fire  at  it  from  different  di- 
rections at  a  given  signal,  who  generally  blow  it  into  pieces.  If 
this  operates  upon  the  mind  of  the  patient  so  that  he  recovers,  it 
is  well ;  if  not,  there  is  some  mistake  about  it — the  animal  was 
not  killed,  or  some  evil  spirit  operates  against  him.  So  they  try 
it  over  again,  and  probably  continue  to  do  so  for  months,  until  the 
patient  recovers  or  dies;  in  which  latter  case,  they  have  always 
good  reasons  to  show  why  the  patient  did  not  recover. 
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They  haye  some  few  specifics,  which  they  sometimes  adminis- 
ter, hut  their  art  consists  mostly  in  necromancy.  They  cure 
wounds  generally  sooner  than  most  surgeons,  because  they  suck 
them,  and  thus  keep  them  clean  from  all  matter.  It  is  also 
the  business  of  the  doctor  to  suck  clean  any  old  sore  that  he  un- 
dertakes to  cure,  no  matter  how  filthy  or  disgusting,  even  venereal 
disorders  and  sore  eyes  ;  I  have  seen  the  doctor  pretend  by  suck- 
^  ing  to  draw  from  sore  eyes  small  bits  of  straw,  &c.;  and,  accord" 
ing  to  their  theory,  as  in  most  other  complaints,  some  animal, 
bird,  fish  or  reptile  has  inflicted  the  disease. 

The  father  in  law  of  my  interpreter,  was  an  Indian  doctor 
among  the  Sioux.  I  recollect  hearing  the  old  man  the  most  part 
of  a  day  singing  and  shaking  his  gourd  rattle  in  his  lodge ;  after 
which  he  came  into  the  house,  and  sat  down  looking  very  serious 
and  thoughtful.  His  son,  over  thirty  years  of  age,  had  sore  eyes, 
and  he  was  endeavoring  to  effect  a  cure.  He  said,  that  nearly 
thirty  years  before,  when  his  son  was  a  very  small  boy,  he  had 
fastened  a  pin  to  a  stick,  and  was  amusing  himself  one  day  spear- 
ing minnows,  and  that  he  thus  pricked  one  with  his  pin-spear; 
and  that  it  was  strange,  that  the  fish,  after  so  long  a  time,  should 
come  to  seek  revenge  on  his  son's  eyes. 

'  Their  sooth-say er  or  spiritual  man  after  sweating  alone  in  a  small 
lodge  and  singing,  pretends  to  foretell  events,  as  when  certain 
friends  will  arrive,  or  when  the  buft'alo  will  come  into  that  neigh- 
borhood, or  when  some  other  expected  event  will  happen,  and 
should  it  fail  they  will  explain  it  by  saying,  that  the  little  spirit 
lied  to  them,  an  image  of  which  each  one  of  these  jugglers  car- 
ries in  his  holy  or  medicine  bag.  An  Indian  in  a  pious  fit  hangs 
on  a  tree  a  beaver  or  otter  skin,  bear  or  dressed  deer  skin,  for  a 
sacrifice  to  the  Great  Spirit,  which  remains  there  until  destroyed, 
or  until  some  other  Indian  passes  that  way,  wants  and  takes  it, 
leaving  a  piece  of  tobacco  in  place  thereof,  which  he  may  lawful- 
ly do.  On  the  Prairie  are  often  found  isolated  granite  rocks, 
which,  from  their  isolated  and  scattered  appearance  are  consider- 


ed  holy,  and  every  Indian  who  passes  themy  eith^f.  paints^ 'tliem 
'  with  vermillionj  or  leaves  a  |jiece  of  tobaccb  4s 'ft  ti>fbiUe  to*^the 
Great  Spirit.  Hence  the- 'great  number  o^f  places  in  this  country, 
where  the  Sioux  were  accustomed  to  passy  that  bear  the  nam^*  of 
Painted  Rock;  ^'^^  YJ^r  nmlo  jhuB      •toionU  *idi      gsoaraud  odi 

I  have  frequently  beei} , told  fey  ^'p^^cii'^V02/ageu^^  traders,' ajad 
interpreters,  of  thie'  cier^monl^s ,  perfom  some  juggler,*  Jin  y 

going  into  his  little  holy lodge,  to  consult  j^ith  tlie  .Great 
Spirit.    After  having  fasteA  a  while,  he  strips  himself  naked,  and 
goes  into  the  lodge  alone  ;  and"  soon  after  entering,  the  poles  of  the 
lodge  commence  shaking  violently,  and  those  wilMttt  hear  t-^o  or 
"•ithree  distinct  voices  withiiJ;  *  After  this  has  continued  about  two 
"  or  three  ijiours,  the  juggled"  ct)mes  out  -of  the  lodge  in  a  high  state 
of  perspiration  ;  during  the  time  of  Ihe  ceremonies  ia  the  lodge, 
the  jingling  of  bells  and'  other  musical  insti^tme^iM'  'i6'  he'dri35^%8 
{thoirgh  they -were  attachied  %  pole^  6f  the  tieiit  or  lodge,  and'My 
i>4nformer8  generally  believed  thut  the' Indian S'had  'c4i:fttii\inicati^ns 
'mith  the  Devil.    It^-SQ'  ^happened^  fet  - 1  ^hever' witileesfed  =dn€l''bf 
;  ' tope 'Scenes.         »so  £>0/biiq  acidi  od  3adi  b/m  ^aifoaalai  ^ai 

The  Sioux  nave  a  feast  which. is  calculated,  m  their  estimation, 
to  preserve  their  women  from  all  illicit  connections.    It  is  after  ^ 
i'^lhis  manner  :    The  young  Indi^%8;-  Qife  .s6m(^ '^f^Oung  '*#Kitfe^'feen, 
nare  in  the  practice  of  vaunting  of  itavitig  gained  som6  Mvai^fe^e 
dorev  gome  frail  one  of  their  M'Id©'.-^  Wtieii  a  <tf6iiianj' ^her'^^lfe- 
b fried orl single,  lfeari3g-'that*shie*(ha's  been  slattdered  In  thia^way,  '^tie 
^'feelects  a  ■  spot,  clears  ^way  the  Bushes  and ■  rubbish,'  ■btiil'dfe* 'd'  fire, 
'  pats  the  kettl'e  on,  ma^kes  a  circle  arouM -it,  and  liear  bHe'  lBtid'bf 
the  fire,  places  a  storife*  painted  with  vernl^Hion  ;  aM  '  When  every- 
thing is  pi^operly  prepared,  ^he?' sends  "tl?fe  crie!i^''of  the'  eaiiii^p 
around  to  give  notice  of  it.    He "  perforfns  this  'dfity^  By-  gciihg 
through  the  camp,  singing  in  as  loud  a  "voice  as  h^ 'possibly" can, 
that  such  a  woman,  announcing  her  naihe,  will'  give'  her  fe^st 
'  that  day,  stating  the  name  or  bbjfect  of  thie 'f^afetj^^^rid^iyvitfng  a[ll 
to  attend.    AH'the  iV-onien-bf  ttie'-^'cMmi^^'Hre  usiiBfy^prescht-^'^n 
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such  occasions ;  if  any;one  is  absent,  it  is  .strongly  suspected  that 
siie^dasre  n(i>t  come,  foi* fear  of  being  exposed.  When  assembled  on^ 
the  ground,  the  hostess;  of  the  feast  heads  the  ring  formed  by  the 
wbmen,  and  marches  around  until  she  reaches  the  painted  stone, 
-Mwhich  she  touches  reverently,  thereby  solemnly  protesting^  her 
^)5nnocence.»>J  jOi^'ibliilj)  mdw  ^^uoi  'liotit  ffioJauo^  > 

Some  Indian  J  ^It^  w^iile,  stands  oh '  some  slight  elevation, '  and 
harangues  the  young  men,  telling  them  if  any  of  these  women 
are  unworthy  to  partake  of  this  feast  of  the  virtuous,  to  fail  not 
'ilio- expose  them.    The  young  men  pride  themselves  upon  every 
iiexposure  it  is  in  their  power  to  make;  so  that  a  woman  who' is 
i  Tinworthy  dare  not  be  present,  unless  she  happens  certainly  to 
"i  know  that  her  guilty  paramour  is  so  far  away  that  he  cannot  be 
<  there.    If  a  woman,  not  worthy  to  partake  of  the  feast  is  so  bold 
^i^ifc  venture  there^  the  Indian  who  says  she'  iS' not  worthy,  goes 
i!^d  fakes  her  by  the  arm,  and  leads  her  out,  asking  her  before 
'-ifhe  'whole  assemblage,  if  she  does  not  remember  such  a  time  and 
place,  which  he  specifies.    It  is  thought  that  they  seldom  falsely 
.^ac.ciiie,;  ,as  they  believe  that  jf  ,thej^do  go,  the  Great ,  ^pi^jt  w^uld 
aMif^^h^^y^^}^  jibe^^iTy;itli^ sjjnje  ^irp-^^lamity. .  ,     ,  ;  ..;  ^ 

0 ff]  Their  feasts.    With  Indians, ■  a  m^an  who  gives  feasts  is  popular 
'i^nd'-weli  spoken  of,  and  has  plenty  of  pretended  friends,  pi'ecise- 
-''ly-^as  with  the  white  man  who  often  gives  good  dinner  and  bther 
-'parties.   They  hav^  their  holy  or  sacred 'feasts,  where  the  gWests 
^know,  when  they  are  invited,  of  what  they  are  to  partake  ;' and 
as  they  pride  themselves  upon  the  quantity  they  can  eat,  each 
carries  with  him  the  sized  dish  which  he  supposes  he  can  eat  full. 
■  The  master  of  the  feast,  not  eating  himself,  serves  the  bthers, 
'  singing  and  shaking  his  gourd-rattle  all  the  time.  •  If othirig  of 
this  food  must  fall  to  the  ground.    Each  guest's  dish  is  filled,  and 
he^miist  ea^  4t  himself,  or  pay  some  one  else  to  eat  it  for  hiih  ; 
-Und  frequently  in  attempting  to  devour  what  has  been  put  in 
r  . their  dish,  they  eat  until  tfey  vomit  it  back  again  into  the  dish,  as 
nothing  is  allowed  to  fall  upon  the  grouud,  and  some  one  must  be 
24 
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hired  to  eat  it  for  them.  They  have  been  known  to  gormandize 
^  to  that  extent,  that  on  leaving  the  feast  they  have  fallen  down 
dead;  but  even  then,  the  survivors  will  not  admit  that  it  was 
over* eating  that  killed  them.  After  the  feast  is  over,  the  dishes 
and  kettle  are  carefully  wiped  out  with  grape  or  evergreen 
boughs.  They  accustom  their  sons,  when  children,  to  eat  a  great 
deal,  and  frequently  stuff  them,  when  very  young,  with  raccoon 
oil,  to  expand  their  stomachs,  and  often  boast  of  their  feats  in 
eatmg.  ;  , 

The  dog  feast.  The  Sioux  Indians,  and  I  believe  it  is  true  of 
.  all  others,  consider  that  the  greatest  compliment  they  can  pay  a 
stranger,  is  to  give  him  a  dog  feast.  And  this  intended  compliment 
constitutes  the  burthen  of  the  speech  of  the  giver  of  the  feast,  or 
the  master  of  ceremonies.  The  traders  are  generally  invited  to 
these  feasts.  I  have  tasted  dog  meat ;  it  is  like  pork,  only  it  has  a 
sweeter  taste ;  those  who  can  get  over  the  prejudice  against  such 
meat,  become  very  fond  of  it,  but  my  prejudice  was  too  strong 
ever  to  be  able  to  relish  it. 

I  think  the  Indians  understand  the  art  of  flattery  as  well  as  any 
people  in  the  world.  When  I  concluded  to  enter  into  business 
for  myself,  there  were  several  Indians  of  influence  from  about  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Peter's  River,  and  of  the  Gens  de  Feuille  or 
Leaf  Nation  from  the  Little  Eapids  on  the  St.  Peters,  who  had 
wintered  in  my  neighborhood,  and  came  to  my  house  in  the 
spring.  I  agreed  with  these  Indians  to  meet  me  at  my  wintering 
house  in  the  fall,  with  as  many  of  their  tribes  as  they  could  per- 
suade to  come  up,  that  I  would  have  a  large  cargo  of  goods,  and 
would  fit  them  out  to  go  across  to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi  to 
hunt.  According  to  agreement,  I  met  them  in  the  fall,  with  two 
Mackinaw  boat  loads  of  goods,  and  found  on  my  arrival,  about 
three  thousand  Indians  of  the  Yankton,  Sissiton,  Gens  de  Lac, 
Gens  de  Feuille,  and  other  Sioux  bands,  encamped  about  it, 
and  they  received  me  with  a  grand  salute,  each  man  having 
a  gun,  firing  with  ball  over  the  boat,  so  that  we  could  hear  the 
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balls  whistle  nearer  than  was  agreeable  to  us.  They  had  prepared 
several  lodges  together,  so  as  to  make  one  great  lodge  of  at  least 
twenty  feet,  across  the  middle  of  which  they  had  made  a  wall  of 
dried  bufialo  meat,*  and  had  made  a  dog  feast,  to  which  they  in- 
vited me.  The  customary  speech  on  such  occasions  was  made,, 
as  usual ;  saying  that  this  feast  was  designed  as  the  greatest  com- 
pliment they  could  pay  me,  and  then  added  :  Your  Father  must 
be  a  great  man  to  send  out  one  so  young  as  you,  with  so  many 
goods,  and  we  hope  you  will  be  very  charitable,  and  furnish  us 
with  plenty  of  clothing  to  keep  ourselves,  women  and  children 
warm,  and  with  plenty  of  ammunition  with  which  to  hunt,  etc. 
To  all  which  1  replied,  that  unfortunately  my  father  was  a  poor 
man,  and  I  was  a  poor  boy,  and  that  I  had  got  these  goods  on 
credit  to  supply  their  wants,  and  that  unless  they  hunted  well  and 
loaded  my  boats  with  furs,  I  should  not  be  able  to  pay  for  these 
goods,  and  get  more  to  come  back  again ;  but  that  I  would  furnish 
them  with  clothing  to  keep  them  warm,  and  with  arms,  traps  and 
ammunition  to  keep  them  from  starving,  and  hoped  they  would 
hunt  well  and  pay  me,  so  that  I  could  get  more  goods  and  con- 
tinue to  trade  with  them.  I  took  to  my  house  the  meat  presented, 
and  made  them  payment  in  suitable  presents  of  ammunition,  etcf 

An  Indian  thinks  it  politeness  to  eat  everything  that  is  set  before 
him,  and  when  traders  are  invited  to  a  feast,  what  they  do  not  eat, 
they  generally  carry  home  with  them  in  the  dish  and  give  it  to 
their  men,  and  send  back  the  dish  with  a  piece  of  tobacco  in  it. 

•  The  manner  of  drying  the  buffalo  meat  is  this  :  They  take  each  side  and  the  belly,  and  cnt  and 
fpread  them  out  thin,  so  that  they  will  thoroughly  dry  through  ;  when  fully  extended,  this  makes  • 
sheet  of  about  the  size  of  a  deer  skin,  and  when  dried  they  fold  them  up  as  they  do  their  deer  skinfl, 
and  pack  them  into  bundles.    .  J.  H.  L. 

•f  It  is  proverbial,  with  all  acquainted  with  the  Indians,  that  to  receive  presents  from  them  is  by  far 
the  most  expensive  way  of  obtaining  their  desirable  commodities,  as  the  trader  not  only  has  to  pay  back 
the  lull  value  of  the  articles,  but  also  something  clever  in  addition  for  the  [compliment  of  the  present. 
It  is  not  uncommon  for  a  Yankton  chief  to  make  a  present  to  the  trader  of  all  the  Buffalo  robes  ke 
ttrings,  and  alter  he  has  received  in  return  all  they  are  really  worth,  together  with  something  for  the 
eompliment,  he  remembers  a  great  many  little  articles,  naming  them,  of  which  he  is  in  want ;  and  1£ 
not  gratified,  he  is  offended,  or  pretends  to  be  so.  Though  it  is,  in  Indian  etiquette,  an  insult  to  refwe 
h  present,  I  have  often  done  so,  and  advised  the  Indian  that  he  had  better  trade  them  in  the  usual  way. 
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I  have  seen  generous  ladies  residing  in  the  neigj^borhood  of  the 
Indian  country,  when  visited  by  Indians,  set  food 'before  the.m  and 
keep  renewing  the  supply,  and  wondering  at  the  Indians  eating  so 
much,  whereas  they  considered  themselves  bound  in  politerii^^B 
,  to  eat  all  that  was  set  before  them.  { ..^^j 

"When  Indians  he6ome  too  old  and  infirm  to  travel,  they  build  , 
a  fire  near  water,  and  giving  them  some  provisions  and  generally 
'a  small  kettle,  leave  them  to  take  care  of  themselves.  Many 
^cMldren  from  exposure  and  learning  them  to  be  great  eaters,  die 
^ in  infancy.    The  practice  of  leaving  the  aged  to  die,  applies 
'more  particularly  to  migratory  bands  on  the  plains.  Indians 
living  about  lakes  and  rivers,  where  they  have  canoes,  I  do  not 
'Slink  ever  expose  them  thus,  at  least  I  never  heard  of  an  instance. 
^  You  never  see  a  Sioux  Indian,  if  he  is  in  company,  smoke 
Moiiel'  '^  The  pipe  is  lighted  ahd  he  takes  a  whiff  onr  tw^  !hiiii*self, 
and  parses  it  to  his  neighbor,  always  passing  it  around  with  the 
'siin.    When  several  are  £issembled  together,  you  ^itl  ^fee  a  num- 
ber of  pipes  going  the  rounds  in  the  same  manner.  ;  Their  priuci- 
pal  subjects  of  c  mvfersatiiil  at  these  times^  are' th^ii^  War^,' Tdasts, 
hunting  and  their"  wotheii.'      man  may ' hiiVfe ' ''niaiiy'^ MvHi '  ''as 
he  ca'n  maintain  aniong  the  Yariktons  ;  the  tiiorC'  he  has,  th6  bet- 
ter he  is  off,  as  they  can  dress  and  prepare  the  more  buffalo  robes 
for  market.    If  ati  Indiail  marries  ^the  eldest  daughter,  he  is  e^nti- 
tled  to  take  the  others,  as  they  come  to  maturity,  for  wives.  But 
those  who  do  not  live  in  the  buffalo  range,  content  themselves 
generally  with  two,  and  many  of  them  with  one.    I  knew  one 
Yankton  chief  who  had  six.  ,.  ^ 

"When  the  Sioux  women  have  their  menses,  they  are  looked  upon 
as  unholy  and  unclean,  and  are  not  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
lodge  with  the  family,  but  are  obliged  to  build  a  small  lodge  out- 
side of  the  other,  and  remain  alone  during  the  time  of  its  con- 
tinuance, fed  in  a  dish  by  one  of  the  family,  and  not  allowed^ 
•during  the  time,  to  enter  the  family  lodge,  or  touch  anything,  ex- 
cept the  dish  in  which  their  food  is  handed  to  them,  until  the 
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menstrual  discharges  cease,  and  they  are  washed  up.    When  a 
maiden  arrives  at  womanhood,  and  has  m^de  her  fiifet  out-of-door^^ 
lodge,  the  public  crier  goes  through  the  camp  or  village,  and  aii^^^ 
nounces  the  fact  in  a  loud  song.  :J?4 

The  Sioux  have  secret  societies,  something  like  freemasonr^^^'^ 
but  they  admit  women  to  membership.  They  meet  in  a' lod^e^,'* 
which  is  guarded  on  the  outside  from  prying  Curiosity ,  by  one  (if  ^ 
their  members.  In  this  lodge  they  perform  their  ceremoniefe/-^- 
Any  person  wishing  to  join  them,  makes  the  apj^licatibn  throiigli" 
one  of  the  members,  and  is  then  on  probaitiOfi  '  for*  about  a  yeaK^^ 
If  &ey  are  bad,  they  must  reform.  If,  at  tHe  ehd  of  that  period^"^ 
n6"6bjeCtion  is  made,  he  is  generally  admitted  ;  and,  I  was  toldj ' 
that  they  have  signs  by  which  Indians  of  that  fraternity  of  dif-'' 
ferent  bands  know  each' other.  Either  after  or  before  their  ndeet- ' 
ing,  I  do  not  remember  which,  they  '  assemble  and  have  a  holy  ' 
dance,  which  is  called  by  the  French,  la  danse  de  la  grande  mede-  \ 
cine,  as  the  French  translate  all  their  spiritual  or  juggling  pro-'^ 
cleedings  into  medicine.  At  this  dance,  among  other  ceremoniesj*' 
after  dancing  and  singing  awhile,  one  of  their  number  takes  a^' 
garnished  sac,  usually  made  from  the  otter,  and  runs  at  the  dif-^ 
ferent  members,  making  some  noise,  and  they  generally  fall  down 
or  over,  pretending  thatit  ife  the  effect  of  .epirits' from  the  bag,  and 
lay  prostrate  for  a  moment  or  so,  and  then  ri^e  again,  and  join  iii  j 
the  dance.    This  dance  is  generally -  contindfed  -t^H -late  in  th^^^ 

jiig}lt  ■        "^IfnPJOlU  Oib  fit  17/  :'ff.>ir>l:-;  .-i;V/ 

The  amusements  of  the  men  are  shooting,'p  i  niar^  or  pl^yin^^;^ 
at  the  game'  of  ball,  called  by  the  French,  U  Jeu  de  crpsse,  ' 
is' usually  played  in  the  summer  on  some  large  prairie^^  witii^^ 
stick  about  two  and  a  half  or  . three  feet  long,  with  a  small  hoop  on ' 
one  ' end,  crossed  with'  net-work,  of  ,  thongs  of  leather,  making  a^ 
sort  of  Ba6,  in  t^hich  they  frequeutly  catch  t^ie  ball.   How  ^^pj  ^^ 
count,  or  their  boundaries,  I  have  forgotten.   The  women  amuse^ 
themselves  by  playing  at  what  is  termejd.the  dish-play,  which 

?*  Prairie  La  Croese  took  its  name  from  this  game  Tjeing  fre^Aeritly  played  there.  '   J;  H.  L, 
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performed  by  having  the  pits  or  stones  of  plums  marked  on  one 
side  with  hieroglyphics,  and  put  into  a  dish,  shook  up,  and  turned 
out,  and  the  marked  ones  turning  up,  count.  They  are  so  fond  of 
gambling  at  this  play,  that  they  will  sometimes  continue  at  it  for 
several  days  without  cessation,  and  until  one  or  the  other  has  lost 
every  thing  that  she  can  put  up  for  a  stake.  Women  well  clothed, 
having  lost  every  thing  else,  have  been  known  to  strip  off  their 
good  clothes,  and  gamble  them  away,  and  put  on  old  rags.  The 
men  also  frequently  play  at  this  game,  and  to  the  same  excess  as 
the  women.  The  men  have  also  another  game,  called  the  shoe- 
play,  which  is  generally  played  by  two  parties  of  four  each.  Four 
moccasins  are  placed  between  the  parties  on  the  floor,  and  the 
side  that  gets  the  first  winnings,  hides  a  piece  of  wood  in  one  of 
the  moccasins,  by  running  his  hand  into  each  of  them,  in  the 
presence  of  the  others,  when  one  of  the  opposite  party  searches 
for  it ;  if  he  finds  it  in  the  first  moccasin  that  he  examines,  he 
looses  a  certain  number,  I  think  ten  ;  but  if  he  finds  it  in  the  sec- 
ond or  third,  it  counts  twenty  for  his  side,  and  if  in  the  fourth,  a 
less  number.  The  game  tallies  at  one  hundred.  They  play  at 
this  game  sometimes  as  long  as  they  can  raise  anything  to  wager. 

Indians  generally  in  a  state  of  nature,  have  no  word  or  gesture 
of  salutation.  Those  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  white  peo- 
ple, sometimes  make  use  of  the  French  salutation  of  honjour^  on 
meeting  a  white  man,  but  seldom  on  meeting  another  Indian.  I 
was  struck  with  the  meeting  of  some  Sioux  Indians  the  first  year 
I  was  in  their  country.  When  the  attack  was  made  on  Prairie 
du  Chien  under  Col.  McKay,  a  son  of  the  Yankton  chief  called 
Le  Gkand  Serviteuk,  happened  to  be  there  with  the  Agent,  N. 
BoiLviN,  Esq.,  and  embarked  on  board  the  keel-boats  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Yeiser,  and  went  to  St.  Louis  with  him,  where 
he  was  obliged  to  remain  until  the  war  was  over ;  and,  in  1816 
had  got  as  far  back  as  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  as  we  were 
then  going  into  his  country,  we  took  him  into  the  boat  with  us. — 
When  arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lac-qui-Parle,  on  a  cold 
morning  about  the  first  of  December,  I  was  awakened  from  sleep, 
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and  told  that  there  were  some  Indians  on  the  shore  who  had  made  a 
fire.  We  disembarked  and  breakfasted  there,  and  found  that  the 
Indians  were  four  Yanktous,  the  uncles  of  the  young  Indian  with 
us.  They  had  come  across  the  country  to  meet  their  nephew, 
who  had  been  absent  two  and  a  half  years,  and  previous  to  their 
hearing  that  he  was  on  his  way  home,  they  supposed  he  was  dead. 
The  uncles  had  made  a  fire  and  commenced  smoking,  when  the 
young  Indian  walked  from  the  boat  to  where  they  were,  without 
saying  a  word  to  them,  or  they  to  him.  The  lighted  pipe  was 
handed  to  him,  when  he  smoked;  and  after  it  had  passed  around 
two  or  three  times,  they  commenced  talking  slowly,  and  the  con- 
versation at  length  became  general  among  them. 

In  almost  every  Indian  camp,  they  have  what  is  called  the  Sol- 
dier's lodge,  where  the  men  of  consideration  of  the  village  assem- 
ble to  smoke,  and  talk  over  the  afilairs  of  the  nation.  An  Indian 
of  consideration  arriving  from  another  camp,  usually  goes  to  this 
lodge ;  but  if  a  young  man,  and  not  of  sufficient  distinction  to  go 
there,  he  stands  about  among  the  lodges  until  some  one  sees  that 
he  is  a  stranger,  and  invites  him  to  his  lodge.  On  entering,  the 
pipe  is  handed  to  him,  and  after  smoking  a  few  whifi^s,  something 
is  set  before  him  to  eat.  After  he  has  eaten  awhile,  conversation 
is  commenced,  but  no  questions  are  asked  previous  to  his  having 
smoked  and  eaten.  It  was  sometime  before  I  could  learn  so  much 
of  Indian  politeness  as  to  make  no  inquiry  of  an  Indian  arriving, 
until  after  the  smoking  and  eating  had  been  attended  to.  At  first 
I  commenced  talking  to  them  before  this  important  preliminary, 
and  always  found  them  sulky  and  obstinate  about  entering  into 
conversation. 

My  interpreter,  Fbenier,  told  me  that  some  years  previous  to 
the  war  1812,^that  he  resided  at  the  same  place  where  we  were 
then  wintering,  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Cameeon  ;  that  Cameroh 
had  credited  a  band  of  Indians  to  go  on  the  head  waters  of  some 
of  the  streams  that  empty  into  the  waters  of  Mississippi  in  the 
direction  of  the  Eed  River  of  the  North ;  and,  that  in  the  month 
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o£  E'^bmary,  an  Indian  runner  came  from  the  hunting  grouiiid,  aildt:^ 
informed  Cameron  that  the  Indians  were  so  loaded:  with  fu/fcs  audit 
peltries,  that  they  could- not  bring  them,  and  suggested  to  him. to  "' 
Be.Q4  .his  men  to  assist  them.    He  sent  Fuenier  with  some  tea.; 
iry$]^if  in  company i  with  the  Indi an ,  to  the  <imip.    After  .  th^y .  hadv,' 
tra^vjejed  some  th^riee,  ori  four  days,  they,  wcirfe  overtaken  ou^-ajfl 
those  sudden  snow  storms  that  are  so  frequent  in  those  vast  praafT 
riiea  iu  that  high  latitude;  •  They, are  often,  so  sudden,  and  give  sO/y 
litifl^  wacTniqg  pfotheir  i^-pproatChy,  th^t  y<)U  may  set.Quton  a  prairiQ^;:^ 
oBi^s  be.ajUtifulfai  jSW^'Syny  morning  , as  you  ever  -saw  in  winter,;fi 
andbefore.noou;  be  enveloped  in  one  of  these  •storms  ;  .the  snow/j 
so  fine  and  thick  th^t.you  cannot  see  ;a  rod  befote^you.  ^  Ouithi^  / 
occasion,  as  Frenier's  party  could  not  see  any  ^wood  or  timbej", 
they  'concluded  their  safest  plan  Was  "to '  stojp' where  tnejr  \vQre,^ 
Wrapping  themselves  snugly  in.^their  blanket^,  they' all  laid  dowii[ 
and  let  the  snow  cover  them,  except  the  Indian,  who,  having  piir-  ' 
ch'ased  several  blanket^  from  the  trader,  wrapped  himself  in  tliem,  [ 
and  staid  on  top  of*  the  snow  ui;itil  the  storm' was  oyer,  which  lasted!^" 
three  days,  when  lie  discovered  that  it  was  not  more  than 'one '  ^ 
fourth' of  a  mile  to  a  point  of ,  wood,  whither  he  repaired  and  kin^' 
dlisd  a  fire.    He  then  made  use  of  a  pole,  poking  through  the  deep'^f 
show;  where  he  recollected  t^^        seen  the  men  lay  down,  and", 
found  them  all  alive  and' uninjured,  except 'ojie  man  a  littie  fiiost' 
bitten  .on  the  hip.  .      .        ,       ^  ^  t  ^ 

:Itirl^l6,and  for  years  pre tious,  the  Yanktons  wea^e- in  the  priafi-fi^ 
tice  of  making  up  war  parties  and  going  into  the  Spanish  territory^  I 
fot  ithQ.iprurpogfe;  of  stealing  choice,  horsea-'and:  nmles./  -  Wiiiit:? 
on  a  march  from  place  to  place,  there  are  warriors  .on"  duty^to"'' 
regulate  the  march  according  to  rules  promulgated  before  th^^r 
departure ;  and,  if  any  one  infringes  on  t}iese  rules,  he  is  piinisked , 
by  having;  his  gun  broken,  hi§  , dog  or  .horse'  killed,  hts  lod^ 
or  causing  him  to  sutfer  a  penalty  in  some  mianner.    ^he  chief,  o^^ ^ 
leader  of  the  party,  is  not  exempt  from  these  regulations.  Any' 
act  of  this  kiud  performed  by  warriors  on  duty  is  not  revemyed, . 
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ey  did  it  'ifi  perf(->rm since  of  inflexible  regulations;  but  any 
affront  of  an  individual  in  Lis  private  capacity,  is  sure  to  be  re- 
venged sooner  or  later,  and  the  avenger  is  always  known,  as  it^ 
would  not  be  any  satisf;iction  to  him  if  he  could  not  enjoy  the 
creditt>f  it.  An  itntance  came  under  my  observation.  It  is  usual 
fof  the  trader  to  take  to  his  post  as  many  guns  as  there  are  good 
hunters,  who  will  probably  pay  for  .them.  These  are  generally  at 
first  distributed  to  those  for  whom  he  may  particularly  intend 
them,  before  he  commences  giving  out  other  articles.  One  year, 
in  distributing  ihe  guns,  my  interpreter  overlooke  .  "ood  hun- 
ter, while  some  other  not  so  good  a  hunter  got  the  gun.  This 
mortified  the  good  hunter,  and  that  night  he  killed  the  horse  of 
every  man  who  had  received  a  gun,  and  it  was  known  the  next 
morning  who  had  done  it,  and  what  was  the  cause.  It  is  comraon 
to  revenge  an  insult  or  injury  by  killing  the  offender's  horse  or 
dog,  and  there  are.  in  this  way,  a  great  many  horses  killed  every 
year  among  the  Sioux.  And  they  n^t  only  revenge  insults  or 
injuries  among  then) selves,  but,  a>  the  late  Col.  Robert  Dickson", 
in  conversation  with  me  on  the  sahj<-ct,  expressed  it,  ''Hhey  revenge 
upon  their  enemies  the  acts  of  the  Almighty i^"*  for,  when  a  chief 
or  man  of  di-^tinction  dies,  thej'  comndence  singing  the  war  song, 
and  raise  a  war  party  to  revenge  his  death  upon  their  natural  ene- 
mies, as  well  as  to  appease  the  troubled  manes  of  the  departed. 

It  is  a  prevalent  opinion  among  persons  not  acquainted  with 
Indian  customs  and  polity,  that  they,  like  v/hite  people,  have  a 
king  or  great  chief  over  all ;  but  such,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted, 
is  not  the  case  with  any  Indians  in  the  North  West  or  Soutk 
West.    The  government  of  their  tribes  or  bands  is  patriarchal. 
The  chiefs,  as  with  politicians  v.  ho  obtain"  office,  are  the  greatest 
'slaves  among  them.    They  get  the  honor  without  independence, 
not  being  able  to  do  any  act  of  their  own  will,  without  first  look- 
ing to  see  if  it  will  be  p*»pular.    If  a  chief  buys  a  good  gun,  and' 
one  of  his  young  men  takes  a  fancy  to  it,  and  expresses  a  wish  for^ 
it,  it  is  given  to  him  ;  if  not,  probably  the  chief's  horse  would  pay^^ 
the  forfeit.    These  bands  are  generally  thus  originated ;    When  a 
25 
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man  has  five  or  six  sons  aud  several  daughters,  taking  his  familj 
he  leaves  the  large  band,  forms  a  new  camp  or  settlement,  and 
acts  the  patriarch  or  chief;  his  sons  and  daughters  marrying, 
bring  their  wives  and  husbands  to  his  baiid,  and  frequently  a 
brother-in  lav^  accompanies  him  and  remains.  Thus  the^  new 
band  multiplies  from  natural  increase  and  accessions,  until  it  be- 
comes large  and  respectable.  In  case  of  the  death  of  the  father, 
the  eldest  son  assumes  the  duties  of  chief,  if  old  enough  ;  if  not, 
one  of  the  brothers  of  the  deceased  assumes  the  office.  The  chief 
uses  no  authority,  but  advises,  and  if  popular,  his  advice  is  fol- 
lowed; if  not,  each  one  judges  and  acts  tor  himself.  The  only  ar- 
bitrary authority  exercised  among  ludians,  is  by  the  war  chief 
when  on  the  war  path,  which,  I  am  told,  is  then  absolute.  The 
warriors,  when  on  duty,  never  correct  their  children,  except  by 
advice,  and  if  they  are  obstinate  and  pugnacious,  it  is  laughed  at, 
and  looki;d  npon  as  a  sign  of  bravery. 

Thqjre  was,  when  I  first  vj.sited  the  country,  a  band  of  Indians 
who  had  their  village  on  a  prairie  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  where  the  village  of  Winona,  which  means  the 
eldest  daughter^  now  stands,  about  one  hundred  and  tv\^entj 
miles  above  Prairie  du  Chien.  The  chief  was  called  Wa-ba.- 
SHAw;  he  was  a  very  sencdble  Indian,  and  was  truly  one  of  na- 
ture's noblemen.-^"    Although  only  chief  of  his  band,  he  had  great 

■*The  name  6f  Wa-ba-shavst,  the  great  Sioux  cMef,  will  long  live  in  history.  He  was  icduced  to  join 
the  fortunes  of  the  British  in  the  war  o£  1812-15,  and  fought  at  the  eeige  of  Fort  Meigs  and  elsewhere. 
When  peace  took  place,  the  ludians  were  leit  hj  their  employers  in  a  wretched  condition,  aad,  as  a 
eonsequence.  their  spirits  were  broken.  Gen.  Cass  has  preserved  a  sjjeech  of  Wa-ba-siiaw's,  at  l>rum- 
mond's  Island,  in  1815,  whenj  Col.  McDowell,  the  British  commandant  of  that  post,  laid  a  few  presente 
Jjefore  him.   It  is  touchingl^  pathetic  and  eloquent : 

My  father,"  said  he  to  Col.  McDow£LL,  "  what  is  this  I  gee  before  me  ?  A  few  knives  and  blankets, 
la  this  all  you  promised  us  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  ?  Where  are  those  promises  you  made  us  at 
Michilimackinacj  and  gent  to  cur  villages  on  the  Mississippi?  You  told  us  you  would  never  let  fall  the 
Iiatchet  until  the  Americans  were  driven  beyond  the  mountains  ;  that  our  Britishafather  would  oevep 
make  peace  without  consulting  his  red  children.  Has  that  come  to  pass?  We  never  knew  of  thte 
peace.  We  are  cow  told  that  it  was  made  by  our  great  father  beyond  the  water,  without  the  knowledge 
Of  his  war-chiefs  ;  that  it  is  your  duty  to  obey  his  orders.  What  is  this  to  us  ?  Will  these  paltry  pre«»- 
cuts  pay  for  t  ie  men  we  have  lost,  both  in  battle  and  on  the  road  ?  Will  they  soothe  the  feelings  oS 
our  friends  ?  Wi  1  they  make  good  your  promises  to  us  ?  For  myself,  I  am  an  old  man,  I  have  lived 
iQDgj  aa*  always  loand  the  means  of  supporting  myself,  and  I  can  do  so  still."  L.  C,  0. 
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inflnence  with  the  other  chiefs.  Above  Winona  was  another 
large  band  of  Indians,  who  had  their  village  on  the  wesths^nk  of 
the  Mirisi6si|>pi,  where  the  Presbyterian  miesion  now  is»,  a  few 
miles  below  St.  Paul,  whose  chief  was  called  Litti^e  Oe>  »w  ;  a  ^ 
man  of  good  sense,  and  generally  considered  a  goo(}  Indian.-, 
There  was  another  small  band  who  had  their  village  at  M^riflota, 
which  signifies  the  meeting  of  the  waters^^'^  whose  chief  was  called 
Black  Dog.  lie  was  not  a  man  of  much  consequence.  There 
was  also  another  small  band  who  had  their  village  a  short  dis- 
tance above,  whose  chief  was  Po  ne-ciion,  a  man  of  little  note. 
Where  the  village  of  Shakopee  now  is,  was  an  Indian  village, 
whose  chief  bore  that  name,  which  simply  meajis  six ;  he  pos- 
sessed a  good  intellect,  but  was  not  popular  among  the  traders,  as 
he  was  considered  very  dishonest.  At  the  Little  Rapids  was  an- 
other village,  called  by  the  French  Gens  cle  Feuille^  or  Leaf  Peo- 
ple. The  name  of  their  chief  I  do  not  recollect.  There  was  a 
village  of  the  Sissitons  at  the  Rocher  Blanc ;  above  v/hicb,  I  re- 
member no  others.  The  Sissiton  and  Yankton  bands  seldom 
made  any  regular  villages,  as  they  roved  from  place  to  place,  en- 
camping temporarily  for  the  purpose  of  hunting,  and  that  mostly 
among  the  buffaloes. 

Under  the  most  unfavorable  auspices  have  I  written  these  remi- 
niscences. With  ill  health,  suffering  a  great  part  of  the  time 
with  rheumatism  and  bad  eyesight,  bordering  almost  on  blind- 
ness, I  have  not  been  able  to  prepare  this  narrative  to  my  own 
satisfaction,  and,  I  fear  not,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Society.  I 
tiave  no  doubt  omitted  many  things  that  might  have  been  inter- 
esting, but  never  having  kept  a  journal  or  notes  of  events,  I  was 
obliged  to  depend  upon  memory  ;  and  frequently  when  writing, 
and  having,  by  a  train  of  reflection,  recalled  past  events  to  mind, 
either  my  rheumatism  or  my  eyes  would  admonish  me  that  it 
was  time  to  cease  from  my  labors,  and  before  I  could  re-commence, 
I  would  probably  forget  the  thread  of  my  narrative.    Nor  have  I 


*  S<mi9  «f  the  tribes  of  tie  KorUi  Weat  gira  to  Mendota  the  sigaiacfttioa  of  large  or  grmt.  L.O- 1> 
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been  able  to  review  what  I  have  written.  LearniDg  that  the 
Kev.  Alfred  Brunson  had  been  invited  to  write  a  history  of 
•Crawford  county,  and  that  he  intends  to  comply  with  the  request, 
I  have  purposely  omitted  saying  any  thing  of  the  events  of  the 
county  since  he  settled  therein,  believing  that  he  will  be  able  to 
do  the  subject  more  justice  than  I  could,  even  were  I  in  better 
health  than  I  am,  and  had  all  my  faculties  about  me. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  7. 


PERSONAL  ISTAKRATIYE 

OF  COL.  JOHN  SHAW,  OF  MARQUETTE  COUNTY,  WISCONSIN.  * 

I  was  born  May  30th,  1783,  in  Johnstown,  Montgomery  county, 
IT.  Y.  My  father's  name  was  Comfokt  Shaw,  and  my  grandfather's 
.was  Daniel  Shaw,  who  resided  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  was  of 
Scotch  descent ;  and  at  Stonington  my  father  was  born.  Soon 
after  the  commencement  of  the  Revolationary  war,  fired  by  the 
patriotism  of  the  times,  my  father,  unable  to  obtain  the  permission 
of  his  parents  to  join  the  American  army,  ran  away  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  and  effected  the  object  so  near  his  heart.  He  had  from 
early  life  excelled  in  playing  the  spirit-stirring  fife,  and  soon  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  Fife-Major,  and  served  several  years 
in  that  capacity  in  the  army.  He  was  present,  and  participated 
in  the  memorable  battles  at  Saratoga,  and  was  among  the  first 
that  scaled  the  enemy's  breast  works  on  the  7th  of  October,  177T. 
My  father  was  a  man  of  unusual  personal  activity,  and  rendered 
liis  country  long  and  faithful  service  in  the  war  of  Independence. 

Towards  the  close  of  1780,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Johns- 
town, N.  Y.,  with  Miss  Mary  Hollinbeck,  whose  father  was 
John  Hollinbeck,  a  native  of  Amsterdan;,  Holland,  and  who, 
when  a  young  man,  came  to  America,  and  settled  at  Claverack, 
on  the  Hudson.  He  married  a  J^^ew  England  wife  and  raised  a 
large  family,  only  one  of  whom  was  a  son^  named  after  his  father. 


♦This  was  dictated  by  Col.  Shaw,  and  written  down  by  Ltman  C.  Draper,  in  the  fore  part  of  Septem-' 
ber,  1855,  and  may  be  relied  on  substantially  correct.  ' 
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This  young  John  Hollinbeck  oarly  migrated  to  Johnstown,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  about  three  miles  nearly  east  of  the  village,  and 
took  with  him  his  young  sister  Mary. 

I  was  the  second  of  eight  children,  all  eons,  six  of  whom  grew 
to  years  of  maturity,  and  two  of  my  brothers,  Nathaniel,  of 
Calhoun  county,  and  Comfort,  of  Pike  county,  Illinois,  both  fore- 
handed and  respectable  farmers,  yet  survive.  When  three  years 
of  age,  I  one  forenoon  accompanied  my  elder  brother  Daniel  to 
the  village  8ch')ol  in  Johnstown.  A  Mr.  Throop,  the  adopted 
father  of  Enos  T.  Throop,  since  Governor  of  New  Yoik,  was  the 
teacher.  I  was  so  terrified  with  his  repulsive  appearance,  having 
very  long  eye-brows  and  a  very  unpleasant  physiognomy,  that  I 
could  never  after  be  induced  to  attend  school.  What  little  eda- 
cation,  therefore,  I  became  possessed  of,  was  obtained  by  piece- 
meal, and  in  a  picked-up  way.  When  I  was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  my  fathc  died,  having  been  four  years  incapacitated  by  con- 
sumption for  labor ;  and  the  two  eldest  boys,  Daniel  and  I,  had 
all  the  work  to  do  in  order  to  support  the  family. 

In  the  spring  of  1808,  when  twenty-five  years  of  age,  I  resolved 
to  go  to  the  Western  country,  as  my  younger  brothers  had  now 
grown  up,  and  could  more  than  fill  my  place  in  providing  the 
family  support.  I  had  thought  there  was  no  chance  to  secure  ft 
competency  in  the  old  settlements,  and  I  had  formed  an  ardent 
desire  to  pass  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  bathe  on  the  shores  of 
the  Pacific.  For  a  year  prior  to  this  period,  I  had  carefuhy  prac- 
tised the  use  of  the  gun,  and  became  very  expert  with  it.  I 
started  that  spring  for  Montreal,  intending  to  journey  with  some 
party  of  the  North-West  Fur  Company,  and  by  that  means  reach 
the  remote  West.  But  concluding  this  was  not  very  practicable, 
I  went  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontario 
to  Niagara  Falls,  which  latter  I  had  first  visited  two  years  pre- 
yiously.  There  was  only  a  single  log  house,  nearly  a  mile  from 
the  Falls,  on  the  Canada  shore  ;  and  at  Black  Rock  I  crossed  the 
river,  and  went  to  Buffalo,  where  there  were  about  thirty  wooden 
honBes. 
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From  some  of  the  Indians  at  Buffalo,  I  purchased  a  bark  canoe 
and  paddles,  and  made  the  necessary  out  fit,  anld  resolved  to  push 
on  up  Lake  Erie,  and  pursue  the  Lake  route  to  Green  Bay,  and 
employed  two  young  men  to  accompany  me.  In  consequence  of 
a  severe  storm,  and  the  rock-bound  shores  of  the  Lake,  I  changed 
my  course;  I  had  my  canoe  transported  across  the  country  on  a 
wagon  to  Chatauque  Lake,  when  again  launching  my  frail  bark, 
I  descended  the  Lake,  its  out  let  into  French  creek,  and  finally 
entered  the  Alleghany.  Continuing  down  the  river,  I  stopped 
at  Pittsburgh,  Wheeling,  Marietta,  Limestone,  now  Maysville, 
Cincinnati  and  Louisville,  only  long  enough  to  rest,  and  procure 
needful  supplies.  Thence  I  kept  on  down  the  Ohio,  and  crossed 
the  Mississippi  on  the  10th  day  of  August,  1808,  when  I  turned 
my  course  up  the  Mississippi  by  land  to  Cape  Girardeau  and  St. 
Genevieve  ;  at  which  latter  place,  I  well  remember  seeing  Henry 
Dodge,  then  sheriff*  of  that  county,  and  since  so  distinguished  in 
the  West.  Passing  up  to  St.  Louis,  thence  to  Florisant,  Portage 
des  Sioux,  and  St.  Charles,  I  then  became  acquainted  with  the 
celebrated  Daniel  Boone  and  family,  together  with  nearly  all  the 
leadifjg  French  families  of  these  several  Missouri  settlements. 

Spending  the  ensuing  autumn  and  winter  at  St.  Louis,  Kew 
Madiid,  and  the  various  settlements  in  then  Upper  Louisiana,  in 
viewing  the  country  ;  I  early  the  next  spring  procured  from  Ed- 
WABD  Bates  (father  of  the  present  Hon.  Edward  Bates,  of  St, 
Louis,)  an  accomplished  Marylander,  then  Secretary  of  Louisiana 
Territory,  and  in  the  absence  of  Gov.  Merriwether  Lewis,  acting 
governor,  a  license  to  search  for  gold  and  silver  anywhere  within 
the  limits  of  that  territory,  then  supposed  to  extend  to  the  Pacific 
— still  resolving  to  reach  that  distant  ocean. 

I  at  once  fitted  myself  out  for  a  long  journey,  and  engaged 
Peter  Spear  and  William  Miller  to  accompany  me  in  this  ad- 
venture. I  fully  explained  to  them  the  dangers  to  be  encountered, 
and  if  successful,  I  agreed  that  we  should  equally  share  the  pro- 
fits of  the  enterprise.  We  started  from  the  extreme  western  set- 
tlement of  Cape  Girardeau  county,  on  the  head  of  St.  Fraiicii 


200 

River,  where  a  few  families  then  resided,  and  then  pushed  into 
the  great  western  wilderness.  Our  route  was  very  nearly  upon 
what,  I  have  since  learned,  was  the  37th  degree,  or  perhaps  half 
a  degree  south  of  that  parallel.  We  crossed  a  branch  of  White 
Eiver,  which  I  named  the  Currents,  which  it  has  ever  since  re- 
tained, and  then  Black  River,  and  afterwards  Spring  River,  which 
we  followed  to  its  source,  where  we  found  a  very  large  spring, 
and  hence  the  name  of  the  stream.  We  next  passed  the  main 
fork  of  White  River,  and  then  continued  on  westwardly  until  we 
reached  the  prairie  country,  and  went  beyond  all  the  western  head 
waters  of  the  Mississippi,  except  the  Arkansas  and  Missouri. 

We  continued  our  journey,  as  I  should  judge,  between  eight 
hundred  and  a  thousand  miles  from  the  settlements.  On  our  out- 
ward journey,  we  met  with  a  number  of  friendly  Indian  parties 
of  the  Ohickasaws,  Choctaws,  and  Creeks  or  Muscogees,  engaged 
in  hunting,  who  did  not  venture  too  great  a  distance  beyond  the 
western  verge  of  the  white  settlements ;  but  we  had  no  difficulty 
with  them.  We  encountered  vast  herds  of  buffaloes,  and  occa- 
sionally large  herds  of  wild  horses.  We  judged  from  the  buffa- 
lo trails,  that  we  passed  near  the  Great  Salt  Rock ;  and  a  long 
distance  beyond,  we  came  in  view  of  the  spurs  of  the  great  Rocky 
Mountain  chain. 

In  this  remote  region,  we  one  day,  during  the  summer,  met  three 
men,  who  proved  to  be  the  only  survivors  of  a  party  of  some  fif- 
teen trappers  who  had  penetrated  high  up  the  Missouri,  when 
in  two  savage  attacks  by  the  Indians,  all  the  others  were  slain ; 
and  these  survivors  were  now  directing  their  course  to  the  Ar- 
kansas River,  and  admonished  us  to  desist  our  further  journey 
westward.  Not  heeding  these  earnest  admonitions,  we  kept  on, 
and  the  next  day  discovered  a  party  of  a  dozen  or  twenty  wild 
Indians,  probably  Camanches  or  Pawnees,  chasing  and  catching 
wild  horses  with  the  lasso,  which  they  used  with  great  dexterity 
and  success.  We  saw  them  in  time  to  secrete  ourselves,  unseen 
by  them,  and  had  a  full  view  of  them  for  three  or  four  hours,  in 
an  immense  prairie;  and  though  generally  perhaps  not  less  than 
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five  miles  distant  from  us,  tliey  once  came  within  a  mile  of  us  in 
phasing  the  wild  horses.  Those  engaged  in  the  chase  were,  of 
jjCourse,  mounted  on  well-trained  steeds,  while  others  were  in 
^groups  on  foot,  taking  care  of  the  restless  animals  that  had  been 
taken. 

j  When  these  unwelcome  Indians  disappeared,  we  took  the  mat- 
ter into  serious  consideration,  and  as  painfully  as  I  regretted  to 
abandon  our  intended  exploration  to  the  Pacific,  it  seemed  mad- 
ness to  attempt^  any  further  progress ;  and  so  we  reluctantly 
,tuned  our  faces  to  the  eastward  ;  and  when  we  got  what  we 
deemed  pretty  safe  hunting  ground,  in  what  is  now  eastern  Kan- 
gas,  and  western  Arkansas^  and  Missouri,  we  pitched  our  camp, 
^nd  went  to  hunting,  mostly  for  beaver.  We  then  little  dreamed 
that  the  white  settlements  would  extend  to  that  region  for  the 
next  five  hundred  years.  Our  main  camp  was  near  the  head 
waters  of  one  of  the  northern  tributaries  of  the  Arkansas;  and 
Jiaving  no  traps,  we  procured  the  beaver  musk,  and  placed  it 
some  distance  from  the  shore,  which  tempted  the  animals  to  go 
and  smell  it,  when  we  would  secrete  ourselves  and  shoot  them. 

Daring  the  autumn  of  1809,  all  of  the  year  1810,  and  the  win- 
ter of  1810-11,  we  steadily  pursued  our  hunting;  and,in  the  spring 
pf  1811,  we  gathered  and  packed  up  all  of  our  beaver,  otter  and  bear 
skins — about  fifty  beaver  and  otter,  and  about  three  hundred  bear 
g^ins,  and  eight  hundred  gallons  of  bear's  oil;  and  making  canoe^ 
or.  pirogues  on  one  of  the  head  waters  of  White  Eiver,  we  con,- 
vejed  our  skins  and  oil  to  them  by  the  three  horses  which  we  had 
taken  with  us  in  all  our  journey iiigs.  The  oil  was  carried  in  sacks 
inade  of  ,  bear  skins,  one  being  swung  on  either  side  uf  a  horse.— 
Lashing  qurbqa;ts  together,  and  trading  olf  our  horses  to  friendly 
Indians,  we  descended  White  River  to  the  Mississippi,  and  thence, 
stopping  briefly  at  one  TarnbuU's,  an  Eoglish  planter,  upon  the 
high,  biuff  where  Yicksburg  now  stands,  and  at  Natchez,  we  pas* 
ed  down  the  river,  and  arrived  at  ITew  Orleans  about  the  first  of 
May. 

Here  another  disappoiutment  was  in  store  for  us ;  the  Embargo, 
'A6 
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then  in  force,  pnt  a  total  check  to  all  exportation,  and  onr  cargo 
of  furs,  peltries  and  oil,  which  found  their  market  in  Europe^ 
were  a  drug  in  New  Orleans.  The  large  quantity  of  oil,  if  nol 
soon  shipped,  as  the  hot  season  had  commenced,  would  become 
rancid,  and  almost  worthless.  The  result  was,  that  our  large  car- 
go, which  at  former  rates  would  have  brought  between  two  and 
three  thousand  dollars,  we  now  sold  for  the  mere  pittance  of  thir- 
ty-six dollars.  No  language  can  depict  mj  great  disappointment, 
first  in  failing  to  reach  the  Pacific,  and  then  all  our  hopes  being 
frustrated  in  regard  to  the  proceeds  of  our  two  years'  hunt  The 
sickly  season  now  approaching,  I  proceeded  through  the  Chocraw 
nation,  accompanied  by  Speap,  leaving  Miller  in  New  Orleans, 
and  never  seeing  him  afterwards.  We  passed  through  the  Choc* 
taw  and  Chickasaw  country  to  Colbert's  Ferry  on  the  Tennessee, 
and  thence  to  YiiicenneSj  and  at  length  to  St.  Louis. 

While  lodging  about  thirty  miles  north  of  New  Madrid,  on  the 
14:th  of  December,  1811,  about  2  o'clock  'n  the  morning,  occurred 
a  heavy  shock  of  an  earthquake.  The  house,  where  I  was  stop- 
ping, was  partly  of  wood  and  partly  of  brick  structure ;  the  brick 
portion  all  fell,  but  I  and  the  family  all  fortunate^y  escaped  on* 
hurt.  At  the  still  greater  shock,*  about  2  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  7th  of  February,  1812,  I  was  in  New  Madrid,  when  nearly 
two  thousand  people  of  all  ages,  fled  in  terror  from  their  falling 
dwellings,  in  that  place  and  the  surrounding  country,  and  directed 
their  course  north  about  thirty  miles  to  T^wappety  Hill,  on  the 
western  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  and  about  seven  miles  back  from 
the  river.  This  was  the  first  high  ground  above  New  Madrid^ 
and  here  the  fugitives  formed  an  encampraent.  It  was  proposed 
that  all  should  kneel,  and  engage  in  supplicating  God's  mercy, 


•Since  Col.  Shaw  dictated  this  narratire,  I  have  discovered  by  reference  to  Bradbcit's  p«bJlfihe4 
Journal,  kept  at  the  time,  and  the  writer  then  in  the  vicinity  ot  New  Mndrid,  that  the  first  nhoek,  aoH 
which  the  writers  on  that  event  convey  the  idea  of  being  the  Beveiest,  occurred  on  the  morning  of  the 
16th  of  December  ;  and  aa  Col.  Shaw  was  thirty  miles  distant  from  New  Madrid,  the  epntrf  of  theat 
CoawleioQB  of  nature,  on  this  first  occurrence,  and  WM  there  at  the  Febniarj  shock,  the  latter  <»ub^ 
leaa  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  ao7t  sevsrcu  L.  C.  9, 
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and  all  simultaneously,  Catholics  and  Protestants,  knelt  and  of- 
fered solemn  prajer  to  their  Creator. 

About  twelve  miles  back  towards  New  Madrid,  a  young  woman 
about  seventeen  years  of  age,  named  Betsey  Masters,  had  been 
left  by  her  parents  and  family,  her  leg  having  been  broken  below 
the  knee  by  the  falling  of  one  of  the  weight-poles  of  the  roof  of 
the  cabin ;  and,  though  a  total  stranger,  I  was  the  only  person 
who  would  consent  to  return  and  see  whether  she  still  survived. — 
Receiving  a  description  of  the  locality  of  the  place,  I  started,  and 
found  the  poor  girl  upon  a  bed,  as  she  had  been  left,  with  some 
water  and  corn  bread  within  her  reach.  I  cooked  up  some  food 
for  her,  and  made  her  condition  as  comfortable  as  circumstances 
would  allow,  and  returned  the  same  day  to  the  grand  encamp- 
ment   Miss  Masters  eventually  recovered. 

In  abandoning  their  homes,  on  this  emergency,  the  people  only 
stopped  long  enough  to  get  their  teams,  and  hurry  in  their  fami- 
lies and  seme  provisions.  It  was  a  matter  of  doubt  among  them, 
whether  water  or  fire  would  be  most  likely  to  burst  forth,  and 
cover  all  the  country.  The  timber  land  around  New  Madrid 
sunk  five  or  six  feet,  so  that  the  lakes  and  lagoons,  which  seemed 
to  have  their  beds  pushed  up,  discharged  their  waters  over  the 
sunken  lands.  Through  the  fissures  caused  by  the  earthquake, 
were  forced  up  va^^t  quantities  of  a  hard,  jet  black  substance, 
which  appeared  very  smooth,  as  though  worn  by  friction.  It 
seemed  a  very  different  substance  from  either  anthracite  or  bitu- 
minous coal.* 

This  hegira^  vvith  all  its  attendant  appalling  circumstances,  was 
a  most  heart-rending  scene,  and  had  the  effect  to  constrain  the 
most  wicked  and  profane,  earnestly  to  plead  to  God  in  prayer  for 
mercy.  In  less  than  three  months,  most  of  these  people  returned 
to  their  homes,  and  though  the  earthquakes  continued  occasion- 

•  The  late  Hon.  Lewis  F.  Linn,  a  resident  of  St*  Genevieve,  and  for  many  yeara  a  member  of  the  0"ni- 
Ml  States  ^enate  from  Missoari,  and  a  man  of  science,  addressed  a  letter,  in  1833,  to  the  chairmaa  of 
Ike  MBM&ittee  on  comnierce,  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  New  Madrid  earthquakes,  and  distinctly  mes  < 
Vmmi  water,  Band,  niid  eool  iaening  from  the  vast  chasms  opened  bj  the  ccnrulsionti.  L.  C.  V. 
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ally  with  less  destructive:  effects,  they  became  so  accustomed  to 
the  recurring  vibratioDs,  that  they  paid  little  or  no  regard  to  them, 
not  even  interrupting  or  checking  their  da  ices,  frolics,  and  vices. 

The  Upper  Mississippi  Indians,  of  all  tribes,  commenced  dep- 
redations on  the  frontiers  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  in  1811,  and 
early  in  1812.  Several  persons  were  killed  in  different  quarters. 
About  thirty  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Salt  river,  and  fully  a 
hundred  above  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  was  Gilbei't's  Lick,  on 
the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  a  place  of  noted  resort  for 
animals  and  cattle  to  lick  the  brackish  water  ;  and  where  a  man 
named  Samuel  Gilbert,  from  Virginia,  had  settled  two  or  three 
years  prior  to  the  spring  of  1812.  In  that  region,  and  particularly 
below  him,  were  a  number  of  other  settlers.  About  the  latter 
part  of  May,  1812,  a  party  of  from  twelve  to  eighteen  Upper 
Mississippi  Indians  descended  the  river  in  canoes,  and  fell  upon 
the  scattered  cabins  of  this  upper  settlement  in  the  night,  and 
killed  a  dozen  or  more  people.  At  the  time  of  this  massacre,  I 
was  staying  at  the  house  of  one  Kiffle  in  that  region  ;  and  hear- 
ing the  alarm,  I  went  in  company  with  others  in  pursuit  of  the 
Indians,  and  saw  them  at  a  distance  as  they  were  embarking  in 
their  canoes,  and  soon  disappeared  to  our  view. 

This  massacre  in  the  Gilbert's  Lick  settlement,  caused  great 
consternation  along  the  Missouri  frontier,  and  the  people,  as  a 
matter  of  precaution,  commenced  forting.  Some  seven  or  eight 
forts  or  stockades  were  erected,  to  which  a  portion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants resorted,  while  many  others  held  themselves  in  readiness  to 
flee  there  for  safety,  in  case  it  should  be  thought  necessary.  I 
remember  the  names  of  Stout's  Fort,  Wood's  Fort,  a  small  stock- 
ade at  what  is  now  Clarksville,  Fort  Howard,  and  a  fort  iat  How- 
ell's Settlement — the  latter  nearest  to  Col.  Daniel  BooNE  j  '  b^fc 
the  people  bordering  immediately  upon  the  Missouri  river,  beirtg 
less  exposed  to  danger,  did  not  so  early  resort  to  the  erection  of 
stockades. 

About  this  time,  probably  a  little  after,  while  I  was  engaged 
with  eighteen  or  twenty  men  in  building  a  temporary  stockaSe 
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Tsrhere  Clarksville  now  stands,  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, a  party  of  Indians  came  and  killed  the  entire  tamily  of  one 
O'Kkil,  about  three  miles  above  Clarksviilo,  w^hile  O'Neil  him- 
self was  employed  with  his  neighbors  in  erecting  the  stockade. 
In  company  with  O'Neil  and  others,  I  hastened  to  the  scene  of 
murder,  and  found  all  killed,  scalped,  and  horribly  mangled.  One 
of  the  children,  about  a  year  and  a  half  old,  was  found  literally 
baked  in  a  large  pot  metal  bake  kettle  or  Dutch  oven,  with  a  cover 
on  ;  and,  as  there  were  no  marks  of  the  knife  or  tomahawk  on  the 
body,  the  child  must  have  been  put  in  alive  to  suffer  this  horrible 
death ;  the  oil  or  fat  in  the  bottom  of  the  kettle  was  nearly  two 
inches  deep. 

I  went  to  St.  Louis  in  company  with  Iea  Cottle,  to  see  Gov. 
Clark,  and  ascertain  whether  war  had  been  actually  declared. 
This  must  have  been  sometime  in  June,  but  the  news  of  the  dec- 
laration of  war  against  Great  I>ritain  had  not  yet  reached  there. 
On  our  return,  I  was  strongly  urged  by  the  people  tp  act  as  a  spy 
or  scout  on  the  frontier,  as  I  was  possessed  of  great  bodily  activity, 
and  it  was  well  known  that  I  had  seen  much  woods  experience. 
1  consented  to  act  in  this  capacity  on  the  frontiers  of  St.  Charles 
county,  never  thinking  or  troubling  myself  about  any  pecuniary 
recompense,  and  was  only  anxious  to  render  the  distressed  people 
a  useful  service.  I  immediately  entered  alone  upon  this  duty, 
sometimes  mounted,  and  sometimes  on  foot,  and  carefully  watch- 
ing the  river,  above  the  settlemente,  to  discover,  whether  .any 
Indians  had  landed,  and  sometimes  to  follow  their  trails,  learn 
their  destination,'  and  report  to  the  settlements. 

Upon  my  advice,  several  of  the  weaker  stockades  were  aban- 
doned for  twenty  or  thirty  miles  around,  and  concentrated  at  a 
place  near  the  mouth  of  Cuivre  or  Copper  Kiver,  at  or  near  the 
present  village  of  Monroe  ;  and  there  a  large  number  of  us,  per- 
haps some  sixty  or  seventy  persons,  were  some  two  or  three  weeks 
employed  in  the  erection  of  a  fort.  We  named  it  in  honor  of  the 
patriotic  governor,  Benjamin  Howard,  and  between  twenty  and 
thirty  families  were  soon  safely  lodged  in  Fort  Howard. 
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As  the  war  had  now  faiHy  commenced,  an  act  of  Congress  au- 
thorized the  raising  of  six  companies  of  Rangers ;  three  to  be 
raised  on  the  Missouri  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  other  three 
on  the  Illinois  side.  The  Missouri  companies  were  commanded 
by  Danief.  M.  Boone,  ISTathan  Boone,  and  David  Musick.  The 
commissii  n  of  JSTathan  Boone  was  dated  in  June,  1812,  to  serve 
a  year,  as  were  doubtless  the  others.  - 

The  Indians,  supplied  by  their  British  employers  with  new 
rifles,  seemed  bent  on  exterminating  the  Am.eri cans-— always, 
however,  excepting  the  French  and  Spaniards,  who,  from  their 
Indian  intermarriages,  were  regarded  as  friends  and  connections. 
Their  c  mstant  attacks  and  murders,  led  to  olFeDsive  measures ; 
but  I  did  not  serve  on  Eussell  and  Edward's  expedition,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1812,  against  the  Indians  in  the  Peoria  region. 

During  not  only  the  year  1812,  but  the  whole  war,  I  acted  as  a 
spy  and  was  in  constant  service.  The  Missouri  Rangers,  by  the 
terms  of  their  enlistment,  were  to  supply  themselves  with  horses, 
accoutrements,  provisions  and  provender,  and  they  expected  to 
have  been  mostly  stationed,  and  in  service,  in  the  frontier  settle- 
ments :  but  finding  that  they  were  chiefly  required  to  scour  the 
region  beyond  the  verge  of  the  settlements,  they  had  necessarily 
to  enter  into  some  arrangement  to  procure  their  supplies,  as  thej 
were  too  far  from  their  homes  to  provide  for  their  wants  from  that 
source.  I  was  solicited  by  them  to  furnish  these  needed  supplies, 
pledging  me  payment  every  three  months,  not  doubting  that  they 
would  promptly  receive  their  own  pay  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

I  commenced  furnishing  these  supplies  early  in  the  summer  of 
1812,  when  the  Ransjers  were  ordered  to  the  frontiers ;  and  these 
three  Missouri  companiesfwere  each  to  consist  of  one  hundred 
meiJ,  and  were  nearly  full,  and  all  of  them  I  pupplied  more  or 
less.  I  furniBhed,  upon  an  average,  more  than  a  hundred  and 
fifty  of  t')e  Rangers  during  the  whole  war.  These  men  could  not 
apply  to  the  Government  commissaries,  had  there  been  any  in 
the  country — and  there  were  none  ;  as  from  the  nature  of  their 
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enlistments  they  were  to  provide  for  theinseives.  They  had,  in 
their  individual  capacity,  made  repeated  efforts  to  procure  sap- 
plies  upon  their  own  credit,  but  thej  met  with  very  indifferent 
success.  The  millers  and  farmers  would  be  running  no  small 
risk  to  dole  out  their  surplus  provisions  to  so  many  persons,  of 
whose  ability  and  good  intentions  to  remunerate  theiii  they  could 
know  so  little.  It  seemed  necessary  that  some  person  should  step 
forward,  and  act  iii  the  capacity  of  commissary  to  otipply  the 
Rangers,  and  this  I  was  iaduced  to  undertake  at  their  argent  de- 
sire. I  had  become  pretty  well  acquainted  throughout  the  Mis- 
souri frontiers,  and  my  anxious  eolicirude  to  serve  the  frontier 
settlers  was  also  well  known,  and  hence  I  could  command  the  re- 
quisite credit  from  the  millers  and  stock-raisers  of  the  country. 

1  employed  the  necesssary  number  of  assistants  to  purchase 
and  drive  forward  beef  cattle,  and  hands  to  boat  or  wagon  iiour 
and  other  provisions  to  the  frontier  stations  where  wanted.  Afc 
the  same  time,  I  continued  to  act  as  a  spy,,  sometimes  going  in 
advance  of  my  teams  in  places  of  danger.    On  more  than  one 
occasion,  have  I  thus  discovered  the  Indians  in  time  to  retreat, 
and  save  my  men  and  teams.    I  remember  in  the  spring  of  1813^ 
being  at  the  head  of  live  teams  loaded  with  supplies,  when  at  the 
fordiug  of  a  large  stream  known  as  Peruque  creek,  in  tlie  northern 
part  of  St.  Charles  county,  I  discovered  a  party  of  thirteen  In- 
dians concealed  behind  blinds,  formed  of  beot  bushes,  or  broken  ^ 
bpshes  stuck  in  the  ground  for  a  screen,  and  retreated  in  time  to 
save  both  teams  and  loading.^I  then  procured  a  large  boat,  in  - 
which,  to  transport  the  supplies  up  the  river  to  the  nearest  point <• 
to  Fort  Howard,  in  order  to  avoid  the  danger  to  which  we  were  . 
exposed  by  the  land  route.    Leaving  my  horse,  I  went  jip  with 
the  boat,  and  met  with  no  obstacle.  i  ' 

Upon  arriving  at  Fort  Howard,  so  many  reports  came  to  the 
ears  of  my  boatmen,  that  they  at  first  declined  returning  in  the  > 
bpat  down  Guiver  River  a  few  miles  to  the  Mississippi ;  when 
once  into  the  large  stream,  they  would  feel  perfectly  safe,  as  they 
coidd  keep  ojjt  beyond  the  reach  of  danger,    Cuiver  River  was 
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very  crooked,  and  between  twenty  and  thirty  rods  in  width,  and 
its  banks  generally  low,  and  sometimes  overflowed  back  a  con- 
siderable distance.  At  length,  however,  the  boatmen  consented 
to  return,  I  agreeing  to  go  ahead  of  them  in  a  canoe,  to  see  that 
no  Indians  were  ready  to  intercept  them.  Taking  with  me  in  the 
canoe  one  Joseph  Clarement,  we  proceeded,  and  the  large  boat' 
was  to  follow  at  a  respectful  distance,  until  they  should  hear  the 
report  of  one  or  more  guns  as  a  signal  to  retreat.  The  distance 
from  the  landing  spot  on  Cuiver  River  to  its  rdouth,  by  its  sinu-' 
osities,  was  some  eight  or  nine  miles,  though  not  exceeding  three ' 
by  land. 

When  we  had  descended  about  three  miles  by  the  river,  I  dis- 
covered three  or  four  Indian  canoes  on  the  northern  bank  of  the ' 
stream,  when  we  were  abreast  of  them ;  and  knowing  Indians 
were  not  far  off,  concluded  to  push  ahead,  and  did  so,  but  in  less 
than  a  minute,  we  heard  a  noise,  and  looking  back,  we  got  a 
glimpse  of  a  dozen  to  twenty  Indians  rushing  down  the  bank  and 
jumping'into  their  canoes,  seizing  their  paddles,  and  pursuing  after 
ns.  In  a  very  short  distance,  we  fortunately  turned  a  sharp 
wooded  angle  in  the  stream  to  the  right,  which  screened  us  from 
the  Indians,  and  there  we  ran  a  few  rods  up  a  small  bayou,  and 
left  the  canoe,  and  ran  about  a  mile  and  a  half  up  the  stream, 
much  of  the  way  fully  knee  deep  in  water  on  the  overflowed  bot- 
tom ;  and  fearing  the  Indians  might  be  near,  we  remained  from 
about  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  till  dark,  some  of  the  time  in 
water  up  to  our  necks,  when  some  men  came  from  the  fort,  only 
a  mile  distant,  and  conveyed  us  over  the  river,  and  thence  to  the 
garrison  that  evening.    The  larger  boat  and  crew  also  escaped. 

I  can  add  nothing  particularly  to  the  statements  given  in  the 
histories  of  the  times,  relative  to  the  occurrences  at  Forts  Madison 
and  Mason,  in  April,  1813.  About  the  Ist  of  June  following, 
Gov.  Howard  resigned  his  governorship,  and  accepted  the  ap- 
pointment of  brigadier  general  in  the  United  States'  service,  to 
command  the  eighth  military  department,  then  embracing  the 
territory  from  the  interior  of  Indiana  to  the  frontier  of  Mexico. 
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G-en.  Howard  soon  after  visited  Fort  Howard,  and  upou  the  ur- 
gent solicitation  of  all  the  inhabitants  that  I  should  be  continued 
in  the  spy  service,  as  I  had  repeatedly  discovered  and  given 
timely  notice  of  the  approach  of  Ibdian  war  parties,  Gen.  How- 
ard said,  as  he  had  no  authority  to  appoint  spies,  he  would  use 
every  exertion  in  his  power  to  secure  ample  remuneration  for 
such  services  as  I  had  rendered,  of  which  he  had  good  evidence 
from  the  people  and  Kangers,  and  Avhich  he  d,esired  I  might  con- 
tinue ;  giving  me  a  certificate,  pledging  himself  to  use  his  best 
exertions  to  secure  for  me  pay  from  Congress  or  the  War  Depart- 
ment. He  also  commended  my  exertions  in  furnishing  supplies 
for  the  Eangers. 

Shortly  after  Gen.  Howard's  visit  to  Fort  Howard,  a  strong  ap- 
prehension was  entertained  by  the  people,  that  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi Indians  would  descend  the  Mississippi  in  a  body,  and  it  was 
concluded  that  it  was  advisable  to  erect  a  fort  directly  on  the 
bank  of  the  river,  to  watch  and  check  any  such  movement  of  the 
enemy.  About  eight  or  ten  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Cuiver 
River  on  the  eastern  bank  of  che  Mississippi,  is  a  large  well-known 
promontory  of  grit  or  sandstone,  hence  called  Cape  au  Gris ;  di- 
rectly opposite  to  which,  on  the  western  shore,  wns  the  place  se- 
lected for  the  new  fort,  which  was  soon  erected,  and  named  Cape 
au  Gris  Fort.  Capt.  David  Musick  was  placed  in  command  there ; 
it  was  less  in  size  than  Fort  Howard,  and  some  of  the  neighbor- 
ing people  took  shelter  there  with  their  families. 

Some  time  during  the  summer  of  1813,  I  crossed  the  Missis- 
sippi to  its  eastern  shore,  two  or  three  miles  above  Cape  au  Gris, 
to  see  if  there  were  any  signs  of  Indians  in  that  quarter.  When 
about  three  miles  east  of  the  river,  I  discovered  quite' a  large 
camp  of  Indians,  somewhere,  I  thought,  from  sixty  to  eighty  in 
number.  I  immediately  retreated  without  being  observed,  and- 
hastened  to  Cape  au  Gris  with  the  intelligence.  It  was,  at  once 
resolved  to  pursue,  and  it  was  only  a  question  of  numbers,  and  a 
strife  for  the  command.  Lieut.  John  MoKaie,  of  the  Rangers,  a 
resident  of  St.  Charles  county,  a  nephew  of  Col.  Alexander 
27 
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McNaik,  afterwards  Governor  of  Missouri,  was  permitted  to  take 
the  command  at  his  own  urgent  request,  and  selected  twelve  men 
for  the  service,  together  w^ith  myself  for  pilot.  I  strongly  urged 
a  larger  number,  but  the  Lieutenant  was  head-strong,  and  utterly 
rejected  my  advice. 

There  were  but  a  couple  of  small  log  canoes  or  dug  outs  in 
which  to  cross,  and  it  required  three  trips  to  convey  our  small 
party  of  fourteen  over  the  river.  We  immediately  pushed  for- 
ward, I  taking  the  lead  as  pilot,  and  soon  came  in  sight  of  the 
encampment,  in  which  the  Indians  still  remained.  Each  party 
discovered  the  other  about  the  same  moment,  we  having  crossed 
a  rise  of  ground,  Avhich  brought  us  within  about  forty  rods  of  the 
Indians;  who,  when  they  espied  us,  seized  their  arms  and  rushed 
towards  us.  Seeing  that  they  out-numbered  us  four  or  five  to 
one,  we  instantly  retraced  our  steps  towards  Cape  au  Gris  rock,  a 
distance  of  some  four  or  five  miles.  It  was  a  hot  chase,  the  In- 
dians rather  gaining  upon  us,  and  when  we  arrived  at  the  water's 
edge  of  the  river,  about  mid-day,  we  turned  and  fired  upon  the 
Indians,  who  were  now  within  a  few  rods  of  us,  They  were  mo- 
mentarily checked,  and,  in  turn,  fired  upon  us,  killing  McKair 
and  eleven  of  the  men  instantly,  while  the  twelfth  Ranger,  one 
Webber,  dressed  in  a  yellow  hunting  shirt,  jumped  into  the  river, 
evidently  intending  to  swim  over  to  the  fort,  but  was  soon  ar- 
rested by  a  ball,  and  his  lifeless  body  dragged  ashore. 

Providentially  I  was  untouched,  and  quickly  turned  down  the 
river  bank,  leaped  a  small  stream  at  a  single  bound,  and  then 
running  along  the  side  of  the  dripping  rock,  closely  pursued  by 
three  Indians,  who  kept  up  the  exciting  race  for  about  a  mile  and  a 
half— all  this  in  full  view  of  two  hundred  persons  at  the  fort  on  the 
opposite  shore,  who,  from  their  distance  and  want  of  boats,  were 
unable  to  render  the  least  assistance.  I  gained  so  much  on  the  Indi- 
ans during  that  mile  and  a  half  race,  that  they  abandoned  the  pur- 
suit—the  ^uns  of  the  Indians  and  myself  being  alike  empty.  Not 
aware  that  my  pursuers  had  given  over  the  chase,  I  kept  on  as  rap- 
idly as  I  could  for  two  or  three  miles,  when,  turning  a  point  on 


.  211 


tlie  river,  and  seeing  nothing  of  the  Indians,  I  re  loaded  my  gun, 
and  kept  on  at  a  slackened  pace.  In  the  night,  when  some  twenty 
miles  below  Cape  an  Gris,  I  made  a  raft  of  dry  sticks  fastened 
together  with  grape  vines,  and  crossed  to  the  western  bank  of  the- 
river ;  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day,  reached  Fort  How- 
ard, and  the  same  day  was  escorted  to  Cape  au  Gris  Fort,  where 
I  was  received  with  unaffected  joy. 

I  now  learned  that  the  Indians  had  horribly  mangled  the  bodies 
of  my  unfortunate  companions,  and  left  them  with  every  mark  of 
indecency  and  indignity  their  inventions  could  suggest;  and  they 
shook  the  reeking  scalps  in  bravado  in  sight  of  the  whites  on  the 
distant  opposite  shore.  Having  secured  the  guns,  clothing  and 
scalps  of  their  victimSs  and  fully  indulged  themselves  in  yelling 
ana  screaming  awhile,  like  so  many  demons,  seeming  conscious  of 
their  own  safety,  as  the  whites  could  not  at  once  cross,  they  at 
length  departed.  Fearing  to  pass  the  river  with  only  the  two 
small  dug-outs,  lest  they  should  be  ambuscaded,  the  Eangers  did 
not  venture  over  till  the  next  day ;  and  not  then,  until  they  had 
brought  the  cannon  in  the  fort  to  bear  on  the  spot  where  their 
slain  companions  were.  The  fragments  of  their  mangled  bodies 
were  gathered  up,  conveyed  0  7er  the  river,  and  buried  near  the 
fort. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  1813,  the  Indians  attacked  Fort  Madison; 
I  do  not  remember  the  number  of  troops  stationed  there,  or  their 
commander.  The  block-house,  built  especially  to  command  the 
ravine,  was  doubtless  located  west  or  north-west  of  the  fort,  as 
the  ravine  circled  around  the  west  side  and  north  end  of  the  fort, 
into  the  Mississippi.  The  Indians  having  carried  the  block-house, 
now  availed  themselves  of  the  shelter  of  the  deep  ravine,  and  at- 
tempted to  dig  a  passage  into  the  fort,  and  continued  at  it  for 
some  time,  but  finally  gave  it  up.  This  was  the  second  attack  on 
Fort  Madison,  in  which  two  whites  were  killed  and  one  wounded. 

Ou  the  15th  of  August,  1813,  Cap t.  JSTath an  Boone  and  a  party 
of  spies  under  his  command,  while  on  a  scout  between  the  Mis- 
Bissippi  and  Illinois  rivers,  were  attacked  in  the  night  by  three 
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times  their  number,  but  no  lives  were  lost.  About  September 
following,  I  accompanied  General  Howard's  expedition  to  Peoria, 
where  a  fort  was  erected  ;  Maj.  Nathan  Boone,  and  Maj.  Wm. 
Christy  of  St.  Louis,  were  along.  I  made  but  a  short  stay,  when 
I  returned  ;  after  I  left,  there  were  some  Indian  disturbances,  and 
Maj.  BooNE  and  Capt.  Samuel  Whitesides  scoured  the  coun- 
try. EoBERT  Wash,  a  lawyer,  afterwards  a  Judge,  of  St.  Louis, 
was  an  Aid  to  Gen.  Howard.  The  latter  part  of  October,  on  the 
return  of  the  troops,  there  was  some  snow,  and  the  men  suffered 
considerably;  some  having  worn  out  their  shoes,  killed  their 
horses,  and  wound  strips  of  the  hide  around  their  feet,  or  made 
hide  shoes. 

Early  in  I^ovember,  1813,  Fort  Madison  was  evacuated,  and  the 
buildings  burned,  in  consequence  of  the  contractor  failing  to  furnish 
that  garrison  with  provisions,  which  caused  much  alarm  and  appre- 
hension at  the  forts  and  settlements  below.    In  consequence  of  the 
abandonment  of  this  important  position,  Fort  Johnston  was  built, 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  middle  fork  of  the  Des  Moines  Kiver,  on 
a  high  promontory  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi ;  it  was 
erected  by  the  Eai^gers  and  regulars,  and  among  the  officers  were 
Lieut.  Bennet  Kiley,  and  W.  S.  Harney,  and  Dr.  Muir,  after- 
wards of  Galena.  I  was  there  during  its  erection.  The  next  spring, 
for  the  same  reason  that  Fort  Madison  had  been  abandoned,  Fort 
Johnston  was  also  evacuated  and  destroyed.    It  was,  however, 
subsequently  rebuilt,  and  called.  Fort  Edwards.    Fort  Mason, 
which  was  probably  erected  at  the  out-break  early  in  1812,  was 
located  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Salt  Kiver,  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi.    This  too,  was  abandoned  not 
far  from  the  1st  of  May,  1814,  about  the  same  time  as  Fort 
Johnston. 

The  famous  battle  of  the  Sink-Hole,  near  Fort  Howard,  occur- 
red on  the  24th  of  May,  1814.  Some  two  or  three  nights  pre- 
viously, I  made  a  arrow  escape  in  riding  in  the  night  from  Cape 
au  Gris  to  Fort  Howard.  When  about  half  a  mile  from  the  lat- 
ter, I  heard  a  whistle  on  the  charger  of  powder  horn,  and  soon 
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heard  a  party  of  Indians  endeavoring  to  cut  me  off  from  the  fort, 
when  I  took  a  circuit  and  evaded  them,  by  taking  a  by-path, 
when  they  had  way-laid  the  main  trail,  and  thus  I  reached  the 
fort  in  safety. 

Not  long  before  the  Sink-Hole  affair,  one  Bernard  was  killed 
on  Dardenne  Eiver,  the  next  stream  below  Peruque  creek ;  and 
about  the  same  time  one  Wetly  was  killed  near  the  crossing  of 
Peruque,  and  Wm.  Linn,  a  Eanger,  within  thirty  rods  of  Cape  au 
Gris  Fort.  Linn  had  gone  into  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  visit  a 
whiskey  jug  he  had  secreted  there,  when  the  report  of  several 
guns  was  heard.  Lieut.  Masset  went  out  in  pursuit,  but  the  In- 
dians had  crossed  the  river  below,  where  their  canoes  were,  and 
decamped.  On  the  Cape  au  Gris  rock,  opposite  the  fort,  the  In- 
dians deliberately  showed  themselves,  when  a  young  warrior 
about  a  dozen  years  of  age  advanced,  exhibiting  Linn's  scalp,  and 
exclaiming  in  the  Sauk  language,  "  Come  here,  you  Americans, 
and  we  will  serve  you  the  same  way."  Linn's  family,  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  were  living  in  Wood's  Fort.  "Within  a  few  days  of 
this  affair,  a  young  man  named  Bolles  went  to  a  deer-lick  at  the 
foot  of  the  bluff,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Cape  au  Gris, 
and  was  there  shot  and  scalped. 

Of  the  Sink -Hole  battle,  fought  on  the  24th  of  May,  1814,  near 
Fort  Howard,  I  shall  be  able  to  give  a  full  account,  as  I  was  pre- 
sent and  participated  in  it.  Capt.  Peter  Craig  commanded  at 
Fort  Howard ;  he  resided  with  his  father-in-law  Andrew  Kamset, 
at  Cape  Girardeau,  and  did  not  exceed  thirty  years  of  age. 
DsAKEFOED  Gray  was  first  lieutenant,  Wilson  Able,  the  second, 
and  Edward  Spears,  third  lieutenant. 

About  noon,  five  of  the  men  went  out  of  the  fort  to  Byrne's 
deserted  house  on  the  bluff,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the 
fort,  to  bring  in  a  grind-stone.  In  consequence  of  back  water  from 
the  Mississippi,  they  went  in  a  canoe ;  and  on  their  return,  were 
fired  on  by  a  party  supposed  to  be  fifty  Indians,  who  were  under 
shelter  of  some  brush  that  grew  along  at  the  foot  of  the  bluff, 
near  Byrne's  house,  and  about  fifteen  rod^^^  distant  from  the  canoe 
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at  that  time.  Three  of  the  whites  were  killed,  and  one  mortally 
wounded ;  and  as  the  back  water,  where  the  canoe  was,  was  only 
about  knee-deep,  the  Indians  ran  out  and  tomahawked  their  vic- 
tims. 

The  people  in  the  fort  ran  out  as  quick  as  possible,  and  fired 
across  the  back  water  at  the  Indians,  but  as  they  were  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  off,  it  was  of  course  without  effect.  Capt.  Ceaig 
with  a  party  of  some  twenty-five  men  hastened  in  pursuit  of  the 
Indians,  and  ran  across  a  point  of  the  back  water,  a  few  inches 
deep ;  while  another  party,  of  whom  I  was  one,  of  about  twenty- 
five,  ran  to  the  right  of  the  water,  with  a  view  of  intercepting 
the  Indians,  who  seemed  to  be  making  towards  the  bluff  or  high 
plain  west  and  north-west  of  the  fort.  The  party  with  which  I 
had  started,  and  Capt.  Craig's,  soon  united. 

Immediately  on  the  bluff  was  the  cultivated  field  and  deserted 
residence  of  Benjamin  Allen,  the  field  about  forty  rods  across, 
beyond  which  was  pretty  thick  timber.  Here  the  Indians  made 
a  stand,  and  here  the  fight  commenced.  Both  parties  treed,  and 
as  the  firing  waxed  warm,  the  Indians  slowly  retired  as  the  whites 
advanced.  After  this  fighting  had  been  going  on  perhaps  some 
ten  minutes,  the  whites  were  re-inforced  by  Capt.  David  Musick, 
of  Cape  au  Gris,  with  about  twenty  men.  Capt.  Musick  had  been 
on  a  scout  towards  the  head  of  Cuiver  Kiver,  and  had  returned, 
though  unknown  at  Fort  Howard,  to  the  crossing  of  Cuiver  River, 
about  a  mile  from  the  fort,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
scene  of  conflict;  and  had  stopped  with  his  men  to  graze  their 
horses,  when  hearing  the  firing,  they  instantly  re-mounted,  and 
dashed  towards  the  place  of  battle,  and  dismounting  in  the  edge 
of  the  timber  on  the  bluff,  and  hitching  their  horses,  they  rushed 
through  a  part  of  the  Indian  line,  and  shortly  after  the  enemy 
fled,  a  part  bearing  to  the  right  of  the  Sink-Hole  towards  Bob's 
Creek,  but  the  most  of  them  taking  refuge  in  the  Sink-Hole, 
which  was  close  by  where  the  main  fighting  had  taken  place. 
About  the  time  the  Indians  were  retreating,  Capt.  Craig  exposed 
himself  about  four  feet  beyond  his  tree,  and  was  shot  through  the 
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body,  and  fell  dead ;  James  Putney  was  killed  before  Capt.  Ckaig, 
and  perhaps  one  or  two  others.  Before  the  Indians  retired  to  the 
Sink-Hole,  the  fighting  had  become  animated,  the  loading  was 
done  quick,  and  shots  rapidlj  exchanged,  and  when  one  of  our 
party  was  killed  or  wounded,  it  was  announced  aloud. 

This  Sink-Hole  was  about  sixty  feet  in  length,  and  about  twelve 
to  fifteen  feet  wide,  and  ten  or  twelve  feet  deep.  Kear  the  bot- 
tom on  the  south-east  side,  was  a  shelving  rock,  under  which 
perhaps  some  fifty  or  sixty  persons  might  have  sheltered  them- 
selves. At  the  north-east  end  of  the  Sink-Hole,  the  descent  was 
quite  gradual,  the  other  end  much  more  abrupt,  and  the  south- 
east side  was  nearly' perpendicular,  and  the  other  side  about  like 
the  steep  roof  of  ,a  house.  On  the  south-east  side,  the  Indians, 
as  a  further  protection  in  case  the  whites  should  rush  up,  dug  un- 
der the  shelving  rock  with  their  knives.  On  the  sides  and  in  the 
bqttom  of  the  Sink -Hole  were  some  bushes,  which  also  served  as 
something  of  a  screen  for  the  Indians. 

•  Capt.  MusioK  and  his  men  took  post  on  the  north-east  side  of 
the  Sink-Hole,  and  the  others  occupied  other  positions  surround- 
ing the  enemy.  As  the  trees  approached  close  to  the  Sink -Hole, 
these  served  in  part  to  protect  our  party.  Finding  we  could  not 
get  a  good  opportunity  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  as  they  were  best 
protected,  those  of  our  men  who  had  families  at  the  fort,  gradually 
went  there,  not  knowing  but  a  large  body  of  Indians  might  seize 
the  f;ivorable  occasion  to  attack  the  fort,  while  the  men  were  mostly 
away,  engaged  in  the  exciting  contest. 

The  Indians  in  the  Sink  Hole  had  a  drum,  made  of  a  skin 
stretched  over  a  section  of  hollow  tree,  on  which  they  beat  quite 
constantly  ;  and  some  Indian  would  shake  a  rattle,  called  she-shu- 
qu%  probably  a  dried  bladder  with  pebbles  within  ;  and  even,  for 
a  moment,  would  venture  to  tiirust  his  head  in  view,  with  his 
hand  elevated  shaking  his  rattle,  and  calling  out  peas/i !  jpeash! 
which  was  understood  to  be  a  sort  of  defiance,  or  as  Black  Hawk, 
who  was  one  of  the  partj^,  says  in  his  account  of  that  affair,  a 
kind  of  bravado  to  come  and  fight  them  in  the  Sink-Hole.  When 
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the  Indians  would  creep  up  and  shoot  over  the  rim  of  the  Sink- 
Hole,  they  would  instantly  disappear,  and  while  they  sometimes 
fired  effectual  shots,  they  in  turn  became  occasionally  the  victims 
of  our  rifles.  From  about  one  to  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
the  firing  was  inconstant,  our  men  generally  reserving  their  fire 
till  an  Indian  should  show  his  head,  and  all  of  us  were  studying 
how  he  could  more  effectually  attack  and  dislodge  the  enemy. 

At  length  Lieut.  Speaks  suggested,  that  a  pair  of  cart  wheels, 
axle  and  tongue,  which  were  seen  at  Allen's  place,  near  at  hand, 
be  obtained,  and  a  moving  battery  constructed.  This  idea  was 
entertained  favorably,  and  an  hour  or  more  consumed  in  its  con- 
struction. Some  oak  floor  puncheons,  from  seven  to  eight  feet  in 
length,  were  made  fast  to  the  axle  in  an  upright  position,  and 
port-holes  made  through  them.  Finally,  the  battery  was  ready 
for  trial,  and  was  sufficiently  large  to  protect  some  half  a  dozen 
or  more  men.  It  was  moved  forward  slowly,  and  seemed  to  at- 
tract the  particular  attention  of  the  Indians,  who  had  evideritly 
heard  the  knocking  and  pounding  connected  with  its  manufac- 
ture, and  who  now  frequently  popped  up  their  heads  to  make 
momentary  discoveries ;  and  it  was  at  length  moved  up  to  within 
less  than  ten  paces  of  the  brink  of  the  Sink-Hole,  on  the  south- 
east side.  The  upright  plank  did  not  reach  the  ground  within 
some  eighteen  inches,  our  men  calculating  to  shoot  beneath  the 
lower  end  of  the  plank  at  the  Indians  ;  but  the  latter,  from  their 
position,  had  the  decided  advantage  of  this  neglected  aperture, 
for  the  Indians  shooting  beneath  the  battery  at  an  upward  angle, 
would  get  shots  at  the  whites  before  the  latter  could  see  them. 
The  Indians  also  watched  the  port-holes,  and  directed  some  of 
their  shots  to  them.  Lieut.  Speaes  was  shot  dead,  through  the 
forehead,  and  his  death  was  much  lamented,  as  he  had  proved 
himself  the  most  active  and  intrepid  officer  engaged.  John  Pat- 
TEESON  was  wounded  in  the  thigh,  and  some  others  were  also 
wounded  behind  the  battery.  Having  failed  in  the  object  for 
which  it  was  designed,  the  battery  was  abandoned  after  sun-down. 

Our  hope  all  along  had  been,  that  the  Indians  would  emerge 
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froin  their  covert,  and  attempt  to  retreat  to  where  we  supposed 
their  canoes  were  left,  some  three  or  four  miles  distant,  in  which 
case  we  were  firmly  determined  to  rush  upon  them,  and  endeavor 
to  cut  them  totally  off.  The  men  generally  evinced  the  greatest 
bravery  during  the  whole  eugagement.  Night  now  coming  on, 
and  having  heard  the  reports  of  half  a  dozen  or  so  of  guns  in  the 
direction  of  the  fort,  by  a  few  Indians  who  rushed  out  from  the 
woods  skirting  Bob's  Creek,  not  more  than  forty  rods  from  the 
north  end  of  the  fort.  This  movement  on  the  part  of  the  few  In- 
dians who  had  escaped  when  the  others  took  refuge  in  the  Sink 
Hole,  was  evidently  designed  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  whites, 
and  alarm  them  for  the  safety  of  the  fort,  and  thus  effectually 
relieve  the  Indians  in  the  Sink-Hole.  This  was  the  result,  for 
Capt,  MusiCK  and  men  retired  to  the  fort,  carrying  the  dead  and 
wounded,  and  made  every  preparation  to  repel  a  night  attack. 
As  the  Mississippi  was  quite  high,  with  much  back  water  over 
the  low  grounds,  the  approach  of  the  enemy  was  thus  facilitated, 
and,  it  was  feared,  a  large  Indian  force  was  at  hand.  The  people 
were  always  more  apprehensive  of  dangei^»at  a  time  when  the 
river  was  swollen,  than  when  at  its  ordinary  stage. 

The  men  in  the  fort  were  mostly  up  all  night,  ready  for  resis- 
tance, if  necessary.  There  was  no  physician  at  the  fort,  and 
much  effort  v^  m  made  to  set  some  broken  bones.  There  was  a 
well*in  the  fort,  and  provisions  and  ammunition  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain a  pretty  formidable  attack.  The  women  were  greatly  alarmed, 
pressing  their  infants  to  their  bosoms,  fearing  they  might  not  be 
permitted  to  behold  another  morning's  light ;  but  the  night  passed 
away  without  seeing  or  hearing  an  Indian.  The  next  morning  a 
party  went  to  the  Sink  Hole,  and  found  the  Indians  gone,  who 
had  carried  off  all  their  dead  and  wounded,  except  five  dead 
bodies  left  on  the  north  west  bank  of  the  Sink  Hole  ;  and  by  the 
signs  of  blood  within  the  Sink  Hole,  it  was  judged  that  well  nigh 
thirty  of  the  enemy  must  have  been  killed  and  wounded.  Lieut. 
Drakeford  Geay's  report  of  the  affair,  made  eight  of  our  party 
killed,  one  missing,  and  five  wounded — making  a  total  of  fourteen; 
28 
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I  had  thought  the  number  was  nearer  twenty.  Our  dead  were 
buried  near  the  fort,  when  Capt.  Musick  and  his  men  went  over 
to  Cape  au  Gris,  where  they  belonged,  and  of  which  garrison 
Capt.  Musick  had  the  command.  We  that  day  sent  out  scouts, 
while  I  proceeded  to  St.  Charles  to  procure  medical  and  surgical 
assistance,  and  sent  forward  Drs.  Hubbakd  and  Wilson. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  from  the  crossing  of  Cuiver 
River  to  Fort  Howard  was  a  mile ;  from  the  fort  to  the  Sink 
Hole  half  a  mile,  and  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fort 
to  Bob's  Creek.  The  fort  was  an  oblong  square,  north  and  south, 
and  embraced  about  half  an  acre,  with  block-houses  at  all  the 
corners,  except  the  south-east  one.  Lieut.  Deakefokd  Gray  was 
left  in  command  there  ;  he  belonged  in  the  Kew  Madrid,  region, 
and  did  not  long  survive  the  war.  Capt.  Musick  resided,  near 
Florisant,  and  lived,  I  think,  to  a  good  old  age. 

Black  Hawk's  published  narrative  of  this  affair,  and  partic- 
ularly of  all  the  preliminary  incidents  prior  to  taking  refuge 
in  the  Sink-Hole,  is  quite  strange  and  confused  ;  and  I  can  only 
account  for  it,  by  supposing  that  he  has  related  as  occuring  here, 
what  really  transpired  at  a  different  time  and  occasion.  He  re- 
presents, that  there  were  only  eighteen  Indians  with  him  in  the 
Sink-Hole,  while  there  must  have  been  more  than  twice  as  many  ; 
he  speaks  of  only  one  Indian  and  two  whites  being  killed,  and 
that  when  they  emerged  from  the  Sink-Hole  in  the  evening, 
they  placed  their  dead  Indian  on  top  of  a  dead  white  man — of 
this  latter  circumstance,  I  have  no  recollection. 

In  July,  1814,  two  families  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians,  in 
the  Wood  river  settlement,  east  of  Alton ;  their  names  were 
Moore  and  Reagan.  Capt.  Samuel  Whitesides,  who  shortly  after 
served  on  Maj.  Taylor's  expedition,  immediately  pursued  the 
Indians  with  some  thirty  to  fifty  Illinois  Rangers.  Being  then  in 
that  region  seeking  supplies  as  commissary,  I  went  along  as  a  spy 
and  volunteer.  We  trailed  the  Indians  towards  the  junction  of 
the  Sangamon  with  the  Illinois  ;  we  got  distant  glimpses  of  them 
several  times  in  the  hot  pursuit ;  and  just  at  the  dusk  of  the  eve- 
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ning,  we  last  saw  them  enter  a  thicket  in  the  bottom  of  the  Illi- 
nois, just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Sangamon,  where  the  Indians 
had  probably  left  their  canoes..  We  had  chased  them  that  day 
what  we  judged  to  be  sixty  miles  ;  and  one  old  Indian,  wearied 
out,  gave  out  and  stopped  on  the  prairie  just  before  the  other  In- 
dians entered  the  thicket.  As  several  of  our  party  approached 
him,  the  old  fellow  raised  his  gun,  and  pointed  it  rapidly  from 
one  to  another,  as  if  to  deter  them  from  firing ;  but  about  a  dozen 
fired  and  killed  him.  We  camped  near  there  that  night,  and  then 
returned  home. 

In  the  spring  of  1814,  Gov.  Olakk  headed  an  expedition  to 
Prairie  du  Ohien,  and  there  met  the  Indians  of  that  immediate 
region  in  council,  and  established  a  fort,  when  he  returned  to  St. 
Louis.  But  in  J  uly,  1814,  the  British  under  Col.  McKay  or  McCoy 
retook  the  place.  Col.  McKay's  force  must  have  been  less  than 
two  hundred  whites,  and  perhaps  two  or  three  thousand  Indians,"^ 
of  all  the  nations  of  the  J^orth-West,  except  the  Menomonees. 
They  descended  the  Wisconsin  f  to  the  point  where  the  high 
bluff  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi  terminates  near  the 
Wisconsin;  there,  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Wisconsin,  they 
landed,  and  marched  over  land  about  seven  miles  to  Prairie  du 
Ohien.  Col.  McKay  immediately  seat  a  flag  demanding  the  sur- 
render of  the  fort,  to  which  Lieut.  Perkins  declined  a  compliance, 
as  he  said  he  would  defend  it  to  the  last.  An  attack  was  at  once 
eommenced,  and  an  assault  upon  the  fort  made  by  the  large  body 
of  Indians  there  assembled.  Upon  this  rush  and  attack  upon  the 
fort,  Lieut.  P^jkkins  concluded  it  would  be  folly  to  resist,  and  sur- 
rendered ;  and  the  greatest  exertions  were  required  on  the  part 

•  This  number^is  probably  much  too  high;  the  newspaper  accounts  of  that  period  speak  of  the  Indian 
force  being  at  least  a  thousand.  It  was  the  17th  of  July,  1814,  that  Col,  McKay  appeared  before,  and 
captured  Praii  ie  du  Chien.  L.  C.  D. 

f  Mr.  Stephen  Taylor,  who  resided  in  Wisconsin  from  1835  to  1843,  and  now  Controller  of  the  city 
Of  Philadelphia,  states  in  conversation,  that  he  learned  from  different  sources,  that  Col.  McKay's  forces 
encamped  on  what  has  ever  since  been  known  as  English  Prairie,  on  which  is  located  the  present  vil- 
lage of  Muscoda;  and  from  this  circumstance  the  Prairie  derived  its  name.  This  Prairie  is  some  fifteen 
miles  in  length,  and  perhaps,  upon  an  average,  two  in  width,  and  is  something  like  forty  miles  above 
the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin.  L.  C.  D. 
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of  Col.  McKay  to  preserve  Lieut.  Perkins  and  his  men  from  the 
furj  of  the  Indians,  and  his  almost  superhuman  efforts  to  this  end 
were  at  length  successful.  Lieut.  Perkins  probably  surrendered 
at  discretion,  as  there  could  have  been  no  time  for  securing  any- 
specific  terms.  Col.  McKay  parolled  all  the  Americans,  and  sent 
them  down  the  river  in  the  gun-boat  Governor  Glarh^  and  sent  a 
force  with  them  for  safety  until  beyond  Eock  Island ;  but  they 
were  dogged  all  the  way  by  a  large  number  of  canoes  of  Indians. 
After  passing  below  the  mouth  of  Rock  Eiver,  the  British  escort 
withdrew,  and  in  due  time  the  gun-boat  arrived  safely  at  St. 
Louis. 

Of  Lieut.  Campbell's  expedition,  destined  for  the  relief  of  Prai- 
rie du  Chien,  in  July,  1814, 1  need  say  but  little.  The  attack  on 
Campbell  was  made  about  three  miles  above  Rock  Island,  at  a 
small  island  near  the  Illinois  shore,  ever  since  known  as  Campbell's 
Island.  Lieut.  Campbell  disobeyed  orders,  was  heedless,  and 
kept  out  no  spies ;  and,  in  the  attack,  he  was  badly  shot  through 
the  left  wrist.  He  was  known,  after  the  war  as  Major  Campbell, 
and  settled  at  Louisiana,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  the  mouth 
of  Salt  River,  Missouri,  and  there  lived  many  years.  He  was  a 
great  spend-thrift,  and  fond  of  drinking.  He  left  two  sons,  sort  of 
traders  at  Louisiana,  who  sometimes  traded  among  the  Indians. 

Maj.  Zaohaky  Taylor's  expedition  up  the  Mississippi,  to  punish 
the  Indians  on  Rock  River  for  their  hostile  attacks,  took  place  in 
the  latter  part  of  August  and  early  in  September,  1814.  Having 
furnished  a  narrative  of  this  affair  for  Gen.  Smith's  History  of 
Wisconsin,  I  shall  only  speak  in  a  brief  manner  of  some  of  the 
events  connected  with  it.  Since  learning  the  particulars  of  Maj. 
Taylor's  official  report,  I  feel  constrained  to  modify  some  of  my 
former  impressions.  I  must  have  been  mistaken  as  to  the  extent 
of  Taylor's  force,  as  it  was  clearly  less  than  I  had  supposed.  I 
know  there  were  twenty -two  boats  at  the  rendezvous,  but  most 
likely  Gen.  Dodge's  expedition  up  the  Missouri  at  this  time,  caused 
the  diminution  of  thfe  boat;s  and  force  designed  for  Maj.  Taylok. 

I  accompanied  Maj.  Taylor.    ISTear  Rock  Island,  it  was  dis^ 
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covered  that  a  large  body  of  Indians  had  collected ;  it  seemed  to 
me,  that  there  were  from  two  to, four  thousand  of  them.  The 
British  had  erected  a  battery  on  the  left  or  eastern  bank  of  the 
Mississippi ;  in  a  row  with  two  real  twelve-pounders,  they  had 
six  painted  wooden  guns,  ail  on  a  knoll  or  elevation  on  the  river 
bank,  and  there  were  apparently  some  fifty  men  dressed  in  British 
uniform— some  of  them  may  have  been  Indians  so  dressed. 

From  Maj.  Tatlok's  report,  it  is  uncertain  whether  it  was 
Keotok's  boat  which  got  aground,  and  Capt.  Whiteside  relieved  ; 
but  I  would  not  now  say,  as  I  did  in  my  narrative  to  Gen.  Smith, 
that  Oapt.  Whiteside  disobeyed  orders  in  doing  it.  The  attack 
occurred  on  a  very  bright  morning ;  the  preceding  night  was 
cloudy,  very  windy,  with  some  rain.  I  still  insist,  that  the  first 
cannon  ball  from  the  British  battery  passed  through  Taylor's 
boat,  called  the  Commodore^  yet  Taylor,  in  his  report  says,  it  was 
Hempstead's  boat — it  may  be,  that  Hempstead  was  the  captain  of 
the  Commodore^  while  Taylor  was  commander  of  the  expedition. 

It  became  necessary  for  son^e  one  to  expose  himself  in  order  to 
cast  a  cable  from  a  disabled  boat  which  was  driftiog  fast  towards 
the  shore  where  the  Indians  were,  to  Oapt.  Whiieside's  boat ;  and 
'  one  Paul  Harpole  greatly  exposed  himself  in  accomplishing  the 
object.  But  having  done  this,  he  lingered,  and  one  after  another 
he  shot  at  the  enemy  fourteen  guns  handed  to  him,  when  he  him- 
self was  shot  in  the  forehead,  and  tumbled  forward  into  the  river 
when  his  body  was  obtained  by  the  Indians,  and  cut  up  into  a 
hundred  pieces.  The  crippled  boat  was  saved,  but  poor  Har- 
pole's  exploit,  in  which  he  lost  his  life,  was  the  wonder  and  ad- 
miration of  all.  He  was  a  young  man  of  some  twentj^-three  years 
of  age,  and  resided  near  Wood's  Fort,  in  Missouri,  where  he  had 
always  been  celebrated  for  his  strength  and  activity,  and  was  pos- 
sessed of  much  backwood's  wit  and  humor. 

The  prairie  where  Maj.  Taylor  halted  to  repair  his  boats,  and 
attend  to  the  wounded,  was  about  three  miles  below  the  mouth  of 
Kock  river,  on  the  Illinois  shore.  There  were,  as  Maj.  Taylor 
states,  a  great  number  of  Indian  horses  opposite  the  mouth  of 
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Hock  river,  and  were  doubtless  placed  there  to  decoy  the  whites 
on  shore  into  an  ambuscade.  Though  Maj.  Taylor  dated  his  re- 
port at  Fort  Madison,  that  fort  had  not  been  re-occupied ;  he 
must  have  stopped  there,  and  there  dated  his  dispatch.  I  may 
add,  that  my  object  in  accompanying  the  expedition  was  two- 
fold ;  to  furnish  supplies,  which  I  took  along,  to  such  of  the 
Bankers  as  I  had  contracted  to  supply,  and  also  to  act,  if  needed, 
in  the  capacity  of  a  spy  or  scout. 

The  death  of  Gen.  Howard,  after  a  two  days  illness,  at  St. 
Louis,  in  September,  1814,  was  a  serious  loss  to  me.  The  certi- 
ficate which  he  had  given  me  in  1813,  I  had  carried  with  me  in 
my  pocket  during  my  spying  service,  in  rains  and  storms,  until  it 
got  frequently  wet,  and  finally  worn  out ;  and  I  had  relie^d  on 
Gen.  Howard  to  make  the  proper  application  for  me  to  obtain 
adequate  compensation  from  Government;  but  amid  his  multi- 
plied public  duties,  he  had  neglected  to  make  the  necessary  rep- 
resentation, so  far  as  I  know,  to  the  War  Department.  Thus  was 
I  left  at  the  close  of  the  war  without  my  certificate,  and  Gen. 
Howard  in  his  grave. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1815,  v/hile  the  Indians  were  stili  hos- 
tile, the  young  men  of  Cape  Girardeau,  St.  Genevieve,  and  parts  of 
St.  Charles  and  St.  Louis  counties,  to  the  number  of  750,  formed 
themselves  into  a  regiment,  with  a  view  of  off'ering  their  services 
to  the  Government  for  the  protection  of  Upper  Louisiana.  Meet- 
ing at  Cape  Girardeau,  I  was  chosen  Colonel,  and  Levi  Roberts 
Major  of  the  new  regiment.    The  Ranger^  had  been  disbanded, 
perhaps  the  preceding  fall.    Two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  regi- 
ment embodied  at  Portage  des  Sioux,  about  April,  1815,  and 
taking  the  command,  I  marched  them  up  the  Mississippi  to  Rock 
Island;  and  finding  no  enemy  there,  we  went  across  towards  the 
Illinois  River,  crossing  Spoon  River;  and  on  the  Illinois  we  met 
an  express  from  Gov.  Clark,  from  St.  Louis,  with  the  news  of 
peace,  stating  that  all  hostilities  would  cease,  and  a  treaty  be  held 
at  Portage  des  Sioux  in  June,  to  which  the  Indians  were  invited. 
Returning  home,  and  the  war  now  ended,  no  report  was  made  of 
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the  organization  of  the  regiment  or  of  our  scout,  and  now  we  dis^ 
handed.  I  was  present  at  the  treaty  of  Portage  des  Sioux,  which 
was  concluded  on  the  18th  of  July  ;  Gov.  Clark,  Gov.  Edwards 
of  Illinois,  and  Col.  Ava.  Chouteau  of  St.  Louis, -  were  the  com- 
missioners, and  Col.  Rene  Paul,  Chouteau's  son-in-law,  was  ap- 
pointed French  and  English  interpreter. 

My  pecuniary  condition  was,  at  this  time,  exceedingly  unpleas- 
ant. I  was  now  about  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  debt  for  supplies 
furnished  the  Rangers,  and  not  a  cent  had  they  received  for  their 
services  during  the  war,  owing,  I  believe,  to  the  culpable  with- 
holding of  the  pay  on  the  part  of  the  paymasters,  who  probably 
used  it  for  purposes  of  speculation,  rather  than  the  inability  or  in* 
attention  of  Government  to  pay  it.  The  Rangers  getting  no  pay, 
of  course  I  got  none.  In  some  instances,  the  paymasters  bought 
up  the  Rangers'  claims  at  a  reduced  price,  and  paid  for  them  in 
goods.  The  balance  due  the  Rangers,  was  finally  paid  towards 
the  close  of  1815 ;  but  as  they  lived  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  many  of  them  were  irresponsible,  I  eventually  lost 
$13,684  93,  all  in  consequence  of  the  Rangers  not  getting  their 
pay  while  in  service,  for  had  they  been  paid  then,  I  should  have 
promptly  received  mine.  After  collecting  all  I  could  from  every 
quarter,  I  was  still  over  eight  thousand  dollars  in  debt,  -  which  I 
ultimately  paid  to  the  last  farthing,  by  boating  and  other  opera- 
tions during  the  ensuing  four  years.  My  creditors,  knowing  the 
object  for  which  I  purchased  supplies  of  them,  and  knowing  also, 
how  1  had  suffered  heavy  pecuniary  loss  by  the  Rangers  failing 
to  get  their  pay  promptly,  never  charged  me  any  interest.  I  men- 
tion this  to  their  credit. 

Though  the  Indians,  at  the  treaty  of  Portage  des  Sioux,  had 
promised  to  be  peaceful,  there  were  individual  exceptions.  Re- 
lying upon  the  treaty,  and  the  good  faith  of  the  Indians,  the  en- 
terprising whites  pushed  out  the  river,  while,  as  the  sequel 
proved,  not  a  few  ot  the  Indians  were  yet  hostile  in  their  feelings. 
Several  whites  were  attacked  by  these  malcontents  during  1815. 
Among  them  was  John  York  Sawyer,  a  Yermonter,  afterwards  a 
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Circuit  Judge  of  Illinois,  who  was  one  of  a  party  in  a  boat  ascending 
the  Mississippi,  and  had  landed  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river, 
about  twelve  miles  below  the  present  city  of  Dubuque,  at  a  place 
known  as  Buttes  des  Morts^  where  they  were  attacked  and  sever- 
al killed.  Sawyek,  a  very  corpulent  man,  succeeded  in  secreting 
himself  in  bink-hoie  biick  of  the  river  hill,  where  he  remained 
three  days  without  food,  and  then  escaped.  John  S.  Millee, 
another  of  the  party,  who  was  a  blacksmith,  managed,  together 
with  his  wife,  in  some  way  to  re'ach  an  island,  yet  known  as  Mil- 
ler's island,  where  they  remained  nearly  a  month  before  they 
were  taken  off.  Miller  afterwards  .settled  at  G-alena,  where  he 
died  about  1843. 

About  this  period,  Dr.  Muir,  of  the  United  States  Army,  whom 
I  had  seen  at  Fort  Johnston  in  1814,  was  at  Prairie  du  Chien, 
when  his  life  was  threatened,  and  he  was  saved  by  a  young  Sauk 
squaw,  w^hom  he  married,  and  by  whom  he  raised  a  family.  Dr. 
MiJiR  often  related  to  me  the  incidents  of  his  wife's  heroism  in 
saving  him,  but  the  particulars  I  have  forgotten.  Like  most  of 
persons  connected  with  the  army,  he  was  too  fond  of  liquor, 
otherwise  he  might  have  risen  to  distinction  and  usefulness.* 

In  the  fall  of  1815,  I  went  up  the  Mississippi  with  a  boat  pro- 
perly manned,  on  a  trading  voyage.  The  Indian  traders  on  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  purchasing  goods  at  St.  Louis,  were  desirous 
of  making  payment  by  remitting  lead  from  the  mines  on  Fevre 
Eiver,  which  they  had  received  in  trade  from  the  Indians,  and 
which  was  of  their  own  smelting  and  manufacture  from  the  min- 
eral. This  promised  to  open  up  a  new  field  of  trade  and  com- 
merce ;  but  the  process  of  boating  up  the  Mississippi  at  this  period, 
was  at  times  quite  tedious.   The  boats  were  propelled  up  stream 

*  In  conversation  -with  Mr.  Hokace  Smead,  of  Grant  county,  who  resided  in  the  neighborhood  c€ 
Galena  from  1827  to  1833,  we  learn  further  of  Dr.  Muir,  that  ho  was  a  Scotchman,  a  good  physician, 
educated  at  Edinburgh  ;  that  trading  with  the  Winnebagoes,  a  plan  was  concocted  in  the  winter  to  kill 
him,  when  a  young  squaw  apprised  him  of  it,  and  secreted  him  in  a  cave,  and  supplied  him  with  food, 
till  the  alarm  passed  away,  tn  gratitude  to  his  deliverer,  he  took  her  with  him  as  his  wifa,  and  settled 
at  Galena,  and  raised  several  children.  Dr.  Mom  was  afterwards  among  the  very  first  settlers  at  Keo- 
knk,  where  he  carried  on  the  Indian  trado,  and  where  he  died,  after  whioh  lAa  family  joined  the  In  - 
dijuj*.  I"  C-  ^- 
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by  means  of  poles  and  sails,  and  with  favorable  wind,  a  hundred 
and  ten  miles  have  been  accomplished  in  a  single  day.  From 
twelve  days  to  a  month  were  requisite  for  the  voyage  from  St. 
Louis  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  while  the  descendiug  trip  was  made 
in  from  six  to  ten  days. 

I  had  conversed  with  Indians  at  the  treaty  at  Portage  des 
Sioux,  and  at  St.  Louis,  about  trading  with  them,  and  askiug 
their  permission  to  build  a  saw-mill  in  their  country,  if  I  could 
find  a  suitable  locality,  as  it  was  a  pine  reejion,  and  pine  lumber 
was  then  worth  seventy  dollars  a  thousand  in  St.  Louis.  I  now 
started  to  carry  out  these  views.  At  the  place  now  called  Belle- 
Tue,  in  Iowa,  about  fifteen  miles  below  Galena,  and  about  six 
below  the  mouth  of  Fevre  river,  I  stopped,  and  found  a  water 
power,  which  I  judged  would  fully  answer  my  purpose.  Here  a 
small  stream  flov/ed  into  the  Mississippi,  and  some  thirty  or  forty 
rods  above  its  mouth  was  a  fine  locality  for  a  mill ;  and  logs  could 
be  rafted  down  the  Wisconsin,  and  other  streams  upon  which  the 
pine  grew  abundantly,  as  I  had  learned  from  traders  and  Indians 
in  that  quarter.  The  Indians  had  previojasly  informed  me,  that 
if  I  should  go  up  for  such  a  purpose,  I  must  obtain  written  per- 
mission of  the  Government.  I  now  had  a  regular  license  from 
Gov.  Clark,  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  to  trade  with 
the  Indians. 

There  Were  a  few  Indians  then  encamped  at  this  Bellevue 
locality,  and  others  collected  while  I  remained,  so  that  in  all, 
there  were  three  or  fuur  hundred  warriors,  and  many  more  squaws 
and  children,  assembled  there,  I  soon  discovered  but  little  feel- 
ing of  friendship  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  towards  the  Ameri- 
cans. I  had  a  talk  with  them,  reminding  them  of  their  promises 
to  me,  and  my  wish  to  trade  at  that  point,  and  erect  a  mill  there. 
After  I  had  distributed  presents  during  several  days  to  the  amount 
df  three  hundred  dollars  in  value,  and  concluding  that  they  had 
obtained  all  they  could,  they  said  they  had  been  consulting  about 
the  matter,  and  declined  to  grant  my  request ;  that  doubtless 
many  whites  would  be  soliciting  similar  favors  and  privileges, 
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and  one  grant  of  this  kind  would  pave  the  way  for  another,  and 
they  must  firmly  deny  all ;  that  they  must  check  the  advance  of 
the  whites,  for  if  one  should  go  into  their  country,  others,  like 
swarms  of  bees,  would  follow.  They  constantly  begged  for 
whiskey,  of  which  I  had  none. 

I  now  proceeded  on  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  there  engaged  in 
some  little  traffic.  The  place  was  much  scattered,  and  sparsely 
settled;  there  were  some  fifty  or  sixty  dwelling  houses,  and  all 
the  people  could  speak  the  Eoglish,  French  and  Indian  languages, 
and  all  imperfectly.  There  were  perhaps  three  or  four  permanent 
traders  located  there,  and,  during  the  warm  season  of  the  year, 
some  fifty  or  more  would  resort  there,  and  late  in  the  fall  scatter 
abroad  to  their  several  trading  stations  on  the  Upper  Mississippi 
and  its  numerous  tributaries.  This  had  been  the  custom  for  many 
years.  I  do  not  think  there  was  an  American  resident  at  Prairie 
du  Chien.  The  traders  were  polite  and  kind,  and  their  hospitality 
was  both  general  and  generous;  and  while  they  drank  freely,  it 
was  regarded  as  disgraceful  to  get  drunk. 

Mr.  James  Aird,  a  Scotch  trader,  had  been  thirty-seven  years 
in  the  Upper  Mississippi  countr}^,  making  Prairie  du  Chien  gen- 
erally his  place  of  summer  resort.  Joseph  Rolette,  Antoine  and 
Michael  Bkisbois,  Francis  Boutielle,  Jean  Baptiste  St.  Jean, 
Mons.  Tiercourt,  Mons.  Bennette,  Mons.  Palen,  and  many  others, 
were  among  the  traders.  All  these  traders  had  families,  and 
mostly  by  Indian  wives  ;  but  Michael  Brisbois  had  a  fine  French 
wife.  In  Brisbois'  family  was  a  beautiful  girl  named  Fisher, 
whose  parents,*  early  settlers  there,  were  dead ;  and  Joseph  Ro- 
lette was  said  to  have  married  this  young  girl  when  she  was  only 
ten  years  of  age.  Rolette  was  regarded  as  the  largest  trader 
there,  and  reputed  wealthy.  The  marriages  of  the  traders  with 
squaws  was  without  ceremony,  and  to  last  only  for  a  single  trading 
season.    The  trader  would  make  the  engagement  with  the  parents 


•  When  Capt.  Pike  visited  Prairie  du  Chien  in  1806,  he  Bpeakg  of  Fisher  ae  an  American,  and  a  prorai- 
neat  man  of  the  placa.  He  then  had  the  title  of  captain  and  judge,  and  probobl/  then  Oiled  thoee 
poelUoM.  L.  C.  a 
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of  the  young  equaw,  to  whom  he  would  make  liberal  compensa- 
tion ;  and  by  making  a  permanent  marriage,  the  trader's  business 
would  be  increased.  When  the  trader  renewed  his  engagement 
for  his  squaw  wife  for  two  or  three  years  in  succession,  he  gener- 
ally then  kept  her  for  life. 

I  remained  a  few  weeks  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  then  returned 
without  molestation  to  St.  Lotiis,  taking  down  a  few  skins  and 
hides,  but;  tlie  trip  was  unprofitable.  I  learned,  while  at  Prairie 
dn  Chien,  that  the  people  there  had  chiefly  depended  upon  the 
traders  bringing  flour  and  other  supplies  from  Mackinaw,  but 
their  remoteness  fiom  the  older  settlements,  would  now  render  it 
necessary  to  engage  in  farming,  and  raise  large  crops  of  wheat, 
and  that  arrangements  were  then  making  for  that  purpose.  I 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  locality  fur  a  grist  mill,  and  promised 
the  people  that  I  would  erect  one,  for  which  there  was  sufiicient 
water-power  at  Fisher's  Coulee,  four  miles  above  Prairie  dii  Chien. 
This  promise  was  gratifying  to  them,  as  they  had  no  mode  of 
grinding  except  sometimes  to  hitch  a  horse  to  a  sweep,  and  grind 
on  a  small  scale  with  a  band  and  small  stone — hence  called  a 
band  mill. 

About  June,  1816,  I  returned  to  Prairie  du  Chien  with  a  large 
boat,  and  full  load  of  merchandize  and  provisions,  I  then  being 
but  a  common  carrier  tor  others.  The  post  at  Kock  Island  was 
then  occupied,  and  commanded  by  Maj.  Willoughby  Morgan  ; 
this  post  was  commenced  the  previous  year.  On  this  visit,  I  be- 
lieve, I  found  a  detachment  of  U.  S.  troops  arrived  at  Prairie  du 
Chien  shortly  bef  )re  me ;  perhaps  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
and  titty  in  number,  but  I  have  forgotten  the  name  of  the 
commanding  oflicer.  Their  arrival  was'  very  unwelcome  to  the 
fiettlemerit  generally.  They  were  occupying  and  repairing  the  old 
fort,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  at  the  upper  part  of  the  town. 

Having  discharged  my  load,  I  descended  to  Fevre  river,  as  I 
had  orders  from  St  Louis  merchants  to  bring  down  lead  from  the 
tradera  in  payment  for  goods  thej  had  purchased  there.  Keach- 
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ing  a  point  then  known  as  Kettle  Chief^s  Prairie*,  some  iittle 
distance  below  where  Oassville  now  is,  perhaps  fifteen  or  eigh- 
teen miles,  I  there  met  the  traders  upon  whom  I  had  the  orders, 
and  some  two  or  three  thousand  Indians  congregated,  holding  a  sort 
of  jubilee  just  after  their  corn-planting,  swigging  whiskey,  and 
invoking  the  blessing  of  the  Great  Spirit  upon  their  crop.  The 
traders  requested  me  to  go  down  to  the  mouth  of  Fevre  river, 
and  there  await  their  sending  the  lead  down ;  they  were  very 
anxious  that  I  should  take  it  down  to  St.  Louis  for  them,  and  they 
had  it  piled  up  at  the  very  spot  where  Galena  now  is.  This  I  re- 
fused, as  I  could  not  consent  to  wait  so  long,  and  asked  to  go  up 
with  my  boat.  This  request  the  Indians  refused,  saying  that 
"the  Americans  must  not  see  their  lead  mines,"  as  they  were  par- 
ticularly suspicious  of  Americans,  but  did  not  cherish  the  same 
feelings  towards  Frenchmen,  with  whom  they  had  been  so  long 
connected  and  associated.  Speaking,  as  I  did,  the  French  as  flu- 
ently as  I  did  the  English,  the  traders  declared  to  the  Indians 
that  I  was  a  Frenchman,  and  all  my  boatmen,  which  was  true, 
were  French  voyageurs  ;  the  Indians,  with  very  little  persuasion, 
consented  that  I  might  go  to  their  smelting  establishments. 

About  two  hiindred  Indians  jumped  upon  my  boat,  while  others 
followed  in  canoes,  and  we  pushed  on  to  the  spot.  There  was  no 
Indian  town  there,  but  several  encampments,  and  no  trading  es- 
tablishment. There  v/ere  at  least  twenty  furnaces  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood ;  and  the  lead  was  run  into  plaques  or  plais^ 
ox  fiats ^  of  about  seventy  pounds  each.  These  jiats  were  formed 
by  smelting  the  mineral  in  a  small  walled  hole,  in  which  the  fuel 
and  mineral  were  mingled,  and  the  liquid  lead  run  out,  in  front^ 
into  a  hole  scooped  in  the  earth,  so  that  a  bowl  shaped  mass  of 
lead  was  formed  therein.  The  squaws  dug  the  mineral,  and  car- 
ried it  in  sacks  on  their  heads  to  the  smelting  places.  I  loaded 
seventy  tons  of  lead  in  my  boat,  and  still  left  much  at  the  fur- 


•  Probably  named  after  the  Fox  chief  Ki.ttle,  who  was  killed,  in  1830,  by  a  war  part/  of  Sioux  koA 
Menorooneea,  as  related  by  Jadge  Lookwood— Vide  p.  17(>-'71,  of  this  Toiomo.  I*  C,  D. 
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naces.  This  was  the  first  boat-load  of  lead  from  Galena.  The 
Indians  had  often  previously  taken  lead  in  small  quantities  in 
their  canoes  to  Portage  des  Sioux  and  St.  Louis,  for  purposes  of 
barter. 

In  the  course  of  that  year,  I  made  two  other  trips  in  the  trade 
to  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  also  trips  in  1817,  '18,*  '19  and  '20,  mak- 
ing altogether  nine  trips.  I  am  not  certain  that  I  took  more  than 
one  other  trip  up  Fevre  river  for  a  load  of  lead,  for  the  traders, 
now  making  all  their  purchases  at  St.  Louis,  would  carry  down 
their  own  lead,  and  take  back  a  new  supply  of  goods  suitable  for 
the  Indian  trade.  After  the  peace  of  1815,  and  all  was  settled 
down  again  in  quiet  in  the  ISTorth-West,  the  channel  of  the  Indian 
trade  was  completely  changed,  from  Mackinaw,  where  it  had  so 
long  centered,  to  St.  Louis,  as  it  was  found  far  more  accessible, 
and  by  this  time  there  were  several  heavy  establishments  of  mer- 
chandize selected  with  special  reference  to  this  trade. 

In  1818, 1  built  a  grist-mill,  as  I  had  promised,  at  Fisher's 
Coulee^  four  miles  above  Prairie  du  Chien.  It  had  but  a  single 
run  of  stones,  and  eventually  proved  a  source  of  expense  to  me, 
but  a  matter  of  great  convenience  to  the  people.  Lieut.  Col. 
Talbot  Chambers  went  up  to  Prairie  du  Chien  in  1817,  in  my 
boat,  and  assumed  the  command  of  the  garrison.  Col.  Chambers 
loved  to  make  a  display,  was  fond  of  drinking  freely,  and  was 
naturally  tyrannical  and  over-bearing — and,  when  intoxicated, 
was  desperate  and  dangerous.  Once  when  so  inflamed  with 
liquor,  he  chased  a  young  female  into  the  house  of  Jacque  Me- 
iTARD,  with  no  good  motive  for  doing  so,  when  Menard  reproached 
him  ;  upon  which  Chambers  ordered  a  file  of  twenty-five  soldiers 
to  tie  him  up,  strip,  and  give  him  twenty-five  lashes  with  a  cat  o'- 
nine-tails,  well  laid  on. 

•  In  a  letter  dated  at  Prairie  du  Cliien,  June  7th,  1818,  it  is  stated  :  "  Since  j'ou  left  this  place, 
Hiere  have  been  several  arrivals  at  different  times  from  St.  Louis,  among  whom  were  Mr.  BoiLTm,(who 
is  now  Indian  Agent,  and  civil  magistrate,)  Col.  McNair,  Maj.  Fowler,  Mr.  Shaw,  and  Lieutenant 
{xxo-v  captain)  Hickman  and  lady.  In  two  hours  after  his  arrival.  Col.  Chambers  started  for  St.  Louis  ; 
■vrhethar  he  will  return,  I  do  notknow.  HiokmaN  now  commands  this  post."— -Am.  State  Papers,  Public 
Land*,  IT,  3S.  L.  C.  D. 
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While  the  preparations  were  making  for  carrying  this  inhuman 
order  into  effect,  a  son  of  ITioholas  Boilvin,  a  bright  and  hand- 
some youth  of  some  ten  years  of  age,  ran  up  and  commenced 
crying  and  pleading  in  behalf  of  Menaed,  not  wishing  to  see  one 
of  the  citizens  thus  humiliatingly  punished  in  public.  After  two 
or  three  blows  were  struck,  Col.  Chambers  ordered  the  drummer 
to  cease.  Menaed  was  a  clever  citizen,  cultivated  a  large  farm, 
and  had  a  worthy  family  of  quarter-bloods.  Col.  Chambers  in- 
flicted corporeal  punishment  in  several  instances,  and  finally  for 
cutting  off  both  ears  of  one  soldier,  and  one  of  another,  was  tried 
and  cashiered ;  and  then  descended  the  Mississippi,  went  to  Mex- 
ico, and  joined  the  army  there,  and  had  risen  to  about  the  rank 
of  colonel  in  that  service,  and  was  in  the  Mexican  army  at  the 
surrender^ of  the  city  of  Mexico  to  Gen.  Scott.  It  was  in  conse- 
quence of  Col.  Chambers'  petty  tyrannies,  the  civil  law  not  being 
much  in  force  or  very  effectual,  that  I  abandoned  all  idea  of  set- 
tling at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  all  the  designs  of  improvement  I 
had  formed,  and  sold  my  mill  at  a  sacrifice. 

In  1819,  I  proceeded  up  Black  Eiver  to  the  first  fall,  about  six 
feet  descent,  and  erected  a  saw  mill  on  the  south  eastern  bank  of 
the  stream.  I  had  barely  got  it  fairly  going,  when  hundreds  of 
Winnebagoes  came  there,  in  a  starving  condition,  and  importuned 
me  incessantly  for  every  thing  I  had  for  eating  or  weat  ing  pur- 
poses, and  I  was  thus  soon  lelt  without  supplies,  and  returned  to 
Prairie  du  Chien.  The  next  spring  I  went  up  there  again,  and 
found  the  Indians  had  burned  the  mill ;  I  then  rafted  down  a 
quantity  of  pine  logs  I  had  cut  the  previous  year.  These  were 
the  first  mills  erected  in  western  Wisconsin. 

In  the  early  part  of  1821,  I  commenced  clearing  and  settling  a 
farm  between  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers,  at  the  point 
where  Gilead  is  now  located ;  and,  from  year  to  year,  extended 
my  farming  operations,  until  I  cultivated  twelve  hundred  acres 
in  one  year,  and  had  nearly  four  hundred  head  of  cattle.  In  1822, 
I  was  chosen  to  represent  Pike  county  in  the  Illinois  Legislature, 
and  my  district  then  embraced  all  the  country  north-west  of  the 
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fllinois  River  to  the  northern  limits  of  the  state.  I  was  the  anti- 
slavery  candidate,  and  in  favor  of  a  new  Convention.*^  I  was 
twice  subsequently  chosen  to  the  Legislature,  though  others  man- 
aged to  get  the  certificates  of  election.  I  repeatedly  held  the  office 
of  county  commissioner,  was  twenty- three  years  post-master,  and 
over  twenty  years  a  magistrate. 

For  twenty  nine  years  I  continued  farming,  and  purchasing 
Sands,  until,  at  one  time,  I  owned  thirty  thousand  acres  in  Illinois 
and  Missouri.  But  in  1841, 1  was  induced  to  build  a  steam-boat, 
and  it  was  the  first  one  built  on  the  Mississippi  above  St.  Louis; 
it  bore  my  ow'n  name  by  sj)ecial  desire  of  many  friends;  and  the 
total  loss  of  the  boat  a  year  after,  caused  me  a  loss  of  eighty 
thousand  dollars.  This  so  broke  me  up,  that,  in  184:5,  I  came  to 
Wisconsin,  and  after  exploring  all  the  northern  part  of  the  Terri- 
tory, I  finally  located  the  present  site  of  St.  Marie,  on  a  beau- 
tiful bank  of  Fox  River,  in  Marquette  county,  where  I  removed 
in  1846,  and  where  I  still  reside.  On  the  opposite  bank  of  Fox 
River,  is  a  large  spring,  called  by  the  early  French,  La  Cote  SL 
Marie. 

In  1852,  I  lost  my  eye-sight,  which  I  have  partially  recovered 
early  in  1855,  as  the  result  of  surgical  operations  in  j^Tew  York 
city,  but  not  sufficiently  restored  to  enable  me  to  read  or  write. 
I  am  now  in  my  73d  year,  five  feet  and  five  inches  in  height, 
with  dark  eyes,  hair  and  complexion,  and  weighing  about  one 
hundred  and  forty  pounds  ;  never  having  drank  spirituous  liquors, 
used  tobacco,  or  indulged  in  games  of  chance,  and  am  still  gen- 
erally healthy  and  active.    I  was  never  married.    I  have  been 

*  Nicholas  Hanson  contested  the  seat  with  Col.  Shaw.  Parties  ran  high  in  the  State,  and  the  Le~ 
glalature  was  very  closely  balanced.  Two  questions  then  seemed  to  be  the  all-absorbing  matters  of  in- 
terest ;  one  was,  the  re-election  of  Jessb  B.  Thomas  as  United  States  Senator,  and  the  other  was  tha 
calling  of  a  new  Convention  to  revise  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  Gov.  Ford,  in  his  History  of  nU- 
noia,  remarks  :  Hanson  would  vote  for  Thomas,  but  Shaw  would  not ;  Shaw  would  vote  for  the 
Convention,  but  Hanson  would  not.  The  party  had  use  for  both  of  them,  and  they  determined  to  a«e 
them  both,  one  after  the  other.  For  this  purpose,  they  first  decided  in  favor  of  Hanson,  admitted  him 
l»  a  seat,  and  with  his  vote  elected  their  United  States  Senator  ;  and  then,  towards  the  close  of  the 
Mssion,  with  mere  brute  force,  and  in  the  most  bare -faced  manner,  they  re-eonsidered  their  former 
f»te,  turned  Hanson  out  of  his  seat,  and  decided  in  favor  of  Shaw,  and  with  his  rote  carried  their  rt- 
Mkition  for  a  Convention."  ^  L.  0,  D, 
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almost  fifty  years  a  Western  pioneer,  and  during  this  time  hare 
served  my  country  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  I  have  run  many 
a  narrow  chance  of  my  life  m  defence  of  the  exposed  frontier  sel- 
tiers.  Commencing  forty  years  ago,  I  have  been  a  pioneer  in  the 
commerce,  navigation,  milliDg,  lumbering,  and  lead  trade  of  Wis- 
consin ;  and,  in  every  situation  in  life,  I  have  aimed  to  prove 
myself  honest,  patriotic,  enterprising  and  useful — these  reflections 
are  a  comfort  and  consolation  to  me  in  my  old  age. 
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APPENDIX  No.  8. 


MEMOIR  OF  HON.  THOMAS  PENDLETON  BURNETT. 

BY  EEV.  ALFRED  BRTJNSON,  A.  M. 

At  the  request  of  the  Historical  Society  of  the  State,  I  have  compiled  the 
following  pages,  mostly  from  the  papers  and  correspondence  left  by  Mr.  Bur- 
MBTT.  Being  his  father-in-law,  I  shall  be  readily  excused  from  eulogising  him. 
I  have  avoided  the  selection  of  such  passages  in  his  correspondence,  as  might 
be  calculated  to  give  offence  to  the  living,  or  the  friends  of  the  dead ;  except, 
perhaps,  in  a 'few  instances,  where  it  seemed  necessary  to  do  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject. I  have  omitted  names  where  the  subject  matter  might  be  offensive,  if  I 
eould  do  so  without  marring  the  interest  of  the  history. 

The  writing  has  been  done  in  detached  portions  of  time,  snatched  from  other 
vocations,  and  in  connection  with  the  examination  of  some  fifteen  hundred  letters 
and  papers,  to  ascertain  which  and  what  had  reference  to  the  subject  in  hand, 
and  of  course  is  not  as  perfect  in  composition  as  it  might  be,  not  having  had 
time  to  copy.  But  among  the  most  sensible  of  readers,  a  simple  unvarnished 
statement  of  facts  is  of  more  interest,  than  highly-colored,  wire-drawn  details 
of  matters  uninteresting  in  themselves. 

Some  matters  herein  set  forth  may  be  of  little  interest  to  a  certain  class  of 
readers,  while  they  will  prove  very  much  so  to  others.  In  a  work  of  this  kind, 
variety  is  necessary  to  suit  all  kinds  of  taste.  The  historian  of  Wisconsin  and 
the  lawyer,  will  find  some  things  of  interest  to  them  ;  and,  it  is  hoped,  that  the 
citizen,  the  student,  the  politician,  and  especially  the  friends  of  the  deceased, 
will  be  gratified  with  the  perusal  of  the  whole. 


Thomas  Pendleton  Burnett,  son  ot  John  and  Judith  Burnett, 
was  born  in  Pittsylvania  county,  Yirginia,  on  the  third  day  of 
September,  A.  D.  1800.    Of  his  parentage  and  family  I  have  but 
little  knowledge.    From  his  name  and  place  of  nativity,  we  nat- 
30 
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urally  infer  that  his  family  must  have  been  connected,  but  how 
nearly  or  remotely  we  know  not,  with  some  of  that  name  who  hold 
honorable  relation  to  the  "  Old  Dominion."  Mr.  Burnett,  how- 
ever, never  boasted  of  his  "  decent  from  one  of  the  first  families 
of  Virginia,"  nor  did  he  depend  upon  the  merit  or  fame  of  his 
ancestry  to  give  him  an  honorable  position  in  society.  He  de- 
pended upon  his  own  merits,  arising  from  his  own  native  talents,, 
acquirements,  enterprise,  worth  and  industry  ;  and  whatever  he 
was  in  the  estimation  of  others,  he  claimed  to  be  "  a  self  made 
man,"  having,  as  the  Sage  of  Ashland  once  said  of  himself, 
"  inherited  nothing  from  his  parents  but  existence,  ignorance  and 
poverty." 

His  father  emigrated  to  Bourbon  or  Spencer  county,  Kentucky, 
when  Thomas  was  but  a  child.  From  his  letters  I  learn,  that  he 
had  three  brothers,  George  W..  William,  and  John  C,  and  one 
sister,  Emily  A.,  who  married  J.  H.  D.  Street,  now  of  Iowa. 

His  education  was  such  as  the  common  schools  of  the  country 
then  afforded,  with  an  academy  at  some  county  sei^t.  He  was 
raised  to  farming,  but  aspiring  to  the  profession  of  the  law,  he 
sought  a  suitable  education  with  that  view.  The  circumstances 
of  his  father  not  admitting  of  his  aiding  his  son  in  his  laudable 
design,  he,  like  young  Webster,  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources 
to  obtain  it.  But  not  having  the  New  England  colleges  to  repair 
to,  he  availed  himself  of  an  academy,  with  some  private  instruction 
from  gentlemen  who  delighted  to  aid  him  in  his  studies.  He 
wrought  with  his  own  hands  a  part  of  the  time,  to  obtain  means 
with  which  to  attend  school  the  other  part ;  and  when  he  was  suf- 
ficiently advanced  to  teach  school,  he  did  so  a  part  of  his  time, 
prosecuting  his  studies  as  best  he  could  when  not  so  engaged. 

While  reading  law,  he  was  favored  with  some  minor  oflSces, 
such  as  constable,  deputy-sheriff,  sheriff,  &c.,  from  the  fees  of 
which  he  derived  a  scanty  means  of  support.  Soon  after  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  he  settled  himself  in  Paris,  Xy.,  and  com- 
menced its  practice.  Here  he  waA  often  compelled  to  encounter 
some  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  that  chivalrous  state.    This,  how- 
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endr,  instead  of  being  detrimental,  was  a  benefit  to  him,  because 
being  resolved  to  succeed  in  his  profession,  the  sharp  rubbing  he 
received  from  his  elder  brethren  at  the  bar,  served  to  nerve  hira 
up  to  greater  effort  to  meet,  and  if  possible  to  vanquish  those  legal 
Goliaths ;  and  by  availing  himself  of  the  points  they  raised,  and  tho 
authorities  they  cited  against  him,  when  they  changed  sides  on 
similar  cases,  he  was  able  to  hurl  back  at  them  their  own  thun- 
der, now  made  his  own  by  adoption.  By  these  means,  added  to 
untiring  application,  he  gained  considerable  eminence  for  a  young 
man,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  so  that  for  two  years  he  filled  the 
responsible  place  of  district  attorney. 

At,  this  time  the  contest  for  the  Presidency  was  pending  between 
John  Quincy  Adams  and  Andeew  J acksok.  In  this,  Mr.  Burnett 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  latter,  and  it  seems  that  he  was  so  active 
a  partizan  of  that  cause,  that  it  brought  him  into  favorable  notice 
and  fraternal  feelings  with  such  men  as  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  Thos, 
Marshall,  W.  T.  Barry,  K.  Davis  and  others'of  the  same  school, 
who  were  his  fast  friends  at  Washington,  and  aided  him  in  his  fu- 
ture enterprizes  in  that  direction,  when,  in  ac3ordance  with  tho 
spirit  of  the  successful  party,  he  sought  a  portion  of  the  "  spoils" 
in  the  shape  of  an  office. 

The  difficulties,  however,  attending  the  distribution  of  political 
favors,  where  there  are  so  many  more  applicants  than  there  are 
offices  to  fill,  prevented  his  succeeding  according  to  his  wishes. 
From  a  letter  to  him  from  Mr.  Barry,  it  seems  that  he  sought  a 
clerkship  at  Washington,  but  was  informed  not  only  that  the 
places  were  filled,  but  that  the  salary,  a  thousand  dollars,  would 
not  pay  the  expenses  of  a  married  man,  and  he  was  advised  to 
accept  of  an  office  on  the  frontier,  where,  though  the  salary  was 
less,  the  expenses  were  so  much  lower  as  to  make  it  more  profita- 
ble; and  further  the  prospect  of  rising  to  some  higher  place  on 
the  frontier  was  so  much  greater  in  a  new  country  than  at  the 
Capital,  as  to  make  it  preferable  to  the  other.  He  was  accord- 
ingly appointed  sub  Indian  Agent  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  October 
15tb,  1829,  under  the  agency  of  the  late  Gen.  J.  M.  Street, 
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But  during  the  pendency  of  this  question,  being  in  suspense 
whether  to  accept  it  or  not,  an  incendiary  set  fire  to  the  town  of 
Paris  which  threatened  its  entire  destruction.  In  this  emergency, 
though  he  had  not  a  cent  at  stake,  he  exposed  himself  in  his  ex- 
ertions to  arrest  the  fire,  and  save  the  property  of  others,  to  an 
extent  that  nearly  cost  him  his  life.  A  wall  of  hot  bricks  fell 
upon  him,  which  not  only  broke,  but  literally  crushed  one  of  his 
lower  limbs,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  was  confined  to  his  bed 
and  room  for  seven  months,  and  left  him  a  cripple  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  causing  him  to  limp  as  he  walked.  As  though  the 
cup  of  his  affliction  was  not  yet  full,  while  his  sufferings  were  in- 
tense, and  his  life  despaired  of,  his  ungrateful  wife  left  him  to  be 
cared  for  by  others,  and  never  returned  to  her  duty  in  the  rela- 
tion of  a  wife.  It  will  be  seen  hereafter,  that  there  was  no  cause 
on  his  part  for  this  desertion,  and  that  both  his  and  her  friends 
justified  and  approved  his  suing  for  a  divorce  from  her,  at  a  sub- 
sequent period. 

The  disaster  at  the  fire  disabled  him  for  business  ;  his  practice, 
of  course,  passed  into  other  hands,  and  his  funds  were  nearly  ex- 
hausted. The  idea  of  beginning  anew  to  regain  his  practice  being 
rather  gloomy,  be  concluded  to  accept  the  office  offered  to  him  in 
the  Indian  Department,  and  arrived  at  Prairie  du  Chien  in  June, 
1830.  From  some  letters  from  his  Kentucky  friends,  it  would 
appear  that  this  country,  its  then  inhabitants,  and  the  duties  as- 
signed him  in  his  agency,  did  not  exactly  suit  his  taste,  or  meet 
the  pre-conceived  idea  he  had  formed  of  it.  But  as  he  became 
better  acquainted  with  matters  and  things  connected  with  his  re- 
sidence, his  duties,  and  the  country,  he  became  passionately  at- 
tached to  them  all. 

At  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  the  country,  there  were  but  two  or 
three  American  families  in  the  place,  except  in  the  garrison 
Fort  Crawford.    But  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants,  som 
four  hundred  in  number,  were  Canadian  French  and  half-breed 
who  spoke  only  French,  with  some  Indian  languages,  all  o 
which  were  to  him  unknown  tongues. 
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A  post-office  had  been  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  garri- 
son, agency  and  traders ;  bnt  communication  with  the  States  by 
mail  or  otherwise  was  seldom  and  uncertain  ;  the  next  nearest 
post  office  ou  the  south  being  Galena,  and  there  being  no  regular 
contractor  to  carry  the  mail,  eight  weeks  sometimes  intervened 
between  the  arrival  of  the  mails. 

To  give  an  idea  of  his  duties,  as  well  as  to  preserve  an  item  of 
the  early  history  of  Wisconsin,  I  copy  the  first  letter  of  instruc- 
tions which  he  received,  soon  alter  his  arrival  at  this  place,  from 
Gen.  Street,  the  Indian  Agent,  dated  July  let,  1830  : 

"  Sir  : — You  will  please  to  remain  at  the  lower  part  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Prairie  du  Chien,  until  otherwise  directed,  and  occasionally 
visit  the  quarters  of  Gen.  Wm.  Claek,  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Affairs  at  St.  Louis,  ^nd  receive  and  perform  all  that  he  may  re 
quire  of  me  as  Agent,  during  the  time  I  may  be  absent.  You  will 
particularly  attend  to  and  draw  provisions  for  all  the  Winnebago 
Indians,  except  those  living  in  the  superintendency  of  Gen'L 
Oass  ;  and  if  any  Winnebagoes  from  Rock  River  attend  and  wish 
you  to  draw  them  provisions  and  attend  to  them,  you  will  do  so, 
and  report  the  case  to  me. 

'^If  at  any  time,  a  special  requisition  to  see  me  is  made,  you 
will  please  hire  some  person  to  come  immediately  to  my  house  for 
me.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you,  to  copy  and  hand  to  Gen.  Claek 
my  letter  on  the  difference  between  the  Indians,  and,  if  desired, 
a  list  of  the  principal  men  attending  and  where  from,  also  the 
aumber  of  Indians  and  where  from." 

The  residence  of  Gen'l.  Street,  at  that  time,  was  at  the  north 
end  of  the  Prairie,  about  five  miles  from  the  fort,  the  usual  place 
;)f  doing  business.  These  instructions  therefore  laid  upon  Mr. 
Burnett  all  the  active  duties  of  the  agencj,  except  when  special 
ealls  for  the  Agent  occurred  ;  and  required  of  him  the  clerking 
labor,  and  traveling  to  and  from  St.  Louis,  "  to  hand  to  Gen*L 
Olark"  the  reports  and  returns  made  by  the  agent. 

At  that  time,  this  place  was  entirely  within  the  Indian  country. 
The  beautiful  Prairie,  seven  miles  long,  and  from  two  miles  wide 
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at  the  south  end  to  a  point  at  the  north  end,  was,  from  its  earliest 
settlement  by  the  traders  and  their  employees,  say  1747,  given, 
by  common  consent  of  the  Indians,  to  the  French  and  other  set- 
tlers, and  was,  previous  to  1793,  divided  off  into  farm  and  village 
lots.  The  farms  fronting  on  the  river  or  sloughs,  and  running 
back  to  the  bluffs,  being  of  different  widths,  as  agreed  upon  by 
the  claimants.  These  claims  were  subsequently  confirmed  by 
Jat's  treaty  and  an  act  of  Congress  ;  and  in  1823,  the  evidence  of 
settlement  was  taken,  and  in  1828,  the  claims  were  surveyed  by 
order  of  the  Government. 

St.  Louis  was  then  the  emporium  of  trade,  and  the  head  quar- 
ters of  the  army  and  Indian  department,  and  the  centre  of  mail 
facilities  for  all  this  upper  country.  This  caused  frequent  jour- 
nies  for  the  Agents,  to  obtain  supplies  of  money,  provisions,  an- 
nuity goods,  and  to  make  returns  arid  reports  to  the  Superinten- 
dent, as  well  as  to  receive  instructions.  These  journeys  were 
performed  in  summer  by  the  occasional  steamboats  which  ascended 
and  descended  the  river  ^  but  if  no  boat  came  along  at  the  time^ 
the  voyage  was  made  in  a  canoe,  or  by  land  through  the  wilder- 
ness five  hundred  miles.  Steamboats  ascended  this  high  only 
when  government  supplies  were  sent  to  the  agency  or  the  army, 
the  traders  availed  themselves  of  such  opportunities  to  get  up 
their  goods  and  send  away  their  furs  and  peltries. 

The  friends  of  Mr.  Burnett  in  Kentucky  felt  a  strong  solicitude 
for  his  safety,  and  a  great  curiosity  to  know  how  a  Kentucky 
lawyer  would  act  in  such  a  place,  and  especially  in  an  Indian 
council.  His  correspondence  at  that  time,  shows  that  their  imagi- 
nations were  in  active  flights  of  fancy,  and  pictured  him  out  in  a 
citizens  dress,  but  seated  on  the  ground  by  the  side  of  huge  In- 
dian chiefs,  with  a  long  Indian  pipe  in  his  mouth,  smoking  peace 
with  the  stalwart  sons  of  the  forest.  Some  thought,  that  in  a 
few  weeks  he  could  dispense  with  interpreters,  and  talk  himself 
with  the  four  or  five  different  tribes  who  did  business  at  the 
agency  ;  some  feared  he  would  fall  aprey  to  savage  ferocity,  while 


239 


others  supposed  he  could,  if  need  be,  fight  his  way  through  their 
ranks  at  pleasure. 

Notwithstanding  the  remoteness  of  ^the  place  from  civilization, 
and  the  sparseness  of  the  population,  say  three  or  four  hundred, 
courts  had  been  instituted  under  the  laws  of  Michigan,  which 
then  extended  its  jurisdiction  over  this  country.  What  is  now 
Wisconsin  was  (iivided  into  Brown  and  Crawford  counties,  by  a 
line  running  north  and  south  through  Portage,  where  Portage 
City  now  stands ;  and  all  that  part  of  Crawford  south  of  the 
Wisconsin,  was  set  apart  as  Iowa  county,  Oct.  9,  1829.  The 
courts  for  Brown  county  were  held  at  Graen  Bay,  those  of  Craw- 
ford, at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  those  of  Iowa,  at  Mineral  Point. 
Judges,  justices  of  the  peace,  eheriffci  and  constables  were  in  be- 
ing. Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Buknett  had  some  practice 
as  a  lawyer. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  surprise  and  amusement  this  fact  produc- 
ed among  his  old  fiiends  in  Kentucky,  I  give  the  following  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  G.  W.  Williams,  Esq.,  dated  Paris,  Ky., 
Feb.  I7th,  1831 :  "  I  am  much  gratified  to  learn,  as  I  did  by  your 
letter,  that  you  were  well  and  in  good  spirits,  and  what  is  perhaps 
nearly  as  comfortable,  able  to  make  something  approaching  re- 
spectability by  the  practice  of  the  law.  Heavens !  who  would 
have  thought  a  sustenance  could  be  made  at  Prairie  du  Chien 
at  law;  whilst  in  the  commercial  and  monied  states,  the  most  in- 
dustrious and  talerjted,  scarcely  receive  more  than  three  per  cent, 
upon  the  capital  invested,  which  upon  an  average  may  be  estima- 
ted at  about  $20  ofiice  rent,  $5  for  wood  in  winter,  and  $100  for 
books.  I  am  equally  well  pleased  to  learn  that  you  are  better 
Batibfied  with  the  country  and  your  location  than  you  at  first  an- 
ticipated would  be  the  case.  By  the-by,  how  do  you  get  along 
with  your  sublime  talks  and  big  speeches  with  the  Indians?  I 
presume  by  this  time,  you  scarcely  fctand  in  need  of  an  interpreter, 
but  can  converse  in  their  language  with  some  degree  of  facility. 
I  wish  you  would  in  y  our  next  give  me  a  specimen  of  one  of  your 
talks." 
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Mr.  Burnett's  subsequent  prominence  in  the  country  of  his  ^ 
adoption  naturally  excites  the  desire  to  know  his  character  and 
standing  in  the  society  he  had  left  when  he  came  here.  Of  this 
we  gain  some  knowledge  by  the  letters  he  received  after  his  ar- 
rival. Nathani' L  DatiSj  under  date  of  July  15th,  1830,  says : 
"  I  had  the  satisfaction,  of  examining  a  letter  from  you,  in  which 
you  speak  of  the  habits,  customs  and  manners  of  the  people  of 
your  country,  as  well  as  its  situation.  Tour  friends  here  appear 
to  be  all  anxiety  for  your  safety  and  prosperity.  You  have  no 
correct  idea  of  the  number  of  your  friends,  nor  of  the  lively  in- 
terest they  seem  to  evince  both  for  your  welfare  and  happiness. 
A  person's  absence  will  generally  exhibit  the  extent  of  his  friends 
or  of  his  enemies;  of  the  latter  none  have  been  so  bold  as  to  ap- 
pear,'' Geo.  W.  WilliaIus,  under  date  of  July  23cl,  1830,  says : 
"  I  am  pleased  to  learn  that  you  arrived  safe  at  your  point  of  des- 
tination, and  I  certainly  hope  you  may  realize  all  your  reasonable 
expectations.  Your  trip  must  have  been  one  of  considerable  in- 
terest, notwithstanding  you  had  to  undergo  some  necessary  hard- 
ships. I  expect  it  will  be  some  time  before  you  will  be  entirely 
at  home  in  your  agency,  judging  of  you  by  myself.  I  suppose 
you  will  not  at  once  be  enabled  to  understand  and  act  up  to  the 
notions  of  Indian  conduct  and  character. 

"  You  mention  something  of  a  council  held  recently  for  the 
purpose  of  making  peace  between  some  hostile  tribes.  I  suppose 
in  that  council  you  made  your  debut :  if  so,  give  me  an  account 
of  it  in  your  next.  I  should  like  to  know  whether  or  not  the  re- 
ality will  verify  my  imaginations  on  the  subject.  For  instance  I 
fancy  you  to  be,  not  clouted  or  painted,  but,  as  usual,  in  your  or- 
dinary dress,  the  broad-brim  beaver,  I  mean  the  vjhite,  cutting 
the  most  conspicuous  figure ;  handing  a  large  stone  pipe  with  reed 
handle  four  feet  long,  plentifully  supplied  with  kin-a-ki-nic  and 
tobacco,  with  the  utmost  dignity,  combined  with  all  possible  con- 
ciliatory address,  from  one  chiel  to  another  and  so  on,  hearing 
and  making  all  kinds  of  speeches  and  pow-waws,  and  grand  sit- 
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tings,  &c.  &c.  Is  it  a  fancy  or  is  it  a  fact,  as  Curran  said.  God 
bless  your  labors,  my  dear  fellow,  and  he  will,  for  *  blessed  are 
the  peace-makers.'  " 

At  that  time,  1830,  there  were  evident  signs  of  unea'siness 
anaong  the  Indians.  But  three  years  had  passed  since  the  disturb- 
ance made  by  the  Winnebagoes,  when  several  white  families  were 
murdered  bj  them  in  this  vicinity.  Gen.  Steeet,  the  Agent,  was 
fiequeutly  absent  on  duty  or  business,  when  the  duties  of  tlie 
agency  fell  upon  Mr.  Burnett  as  sub- Agent,  and  he  was  assidaons 
in  watching  the  signs  of  the  times.  Col.  Morgan,  then  in  com- 
mand of  Fort  Crawford,  was  also  on  the  alert,  and  to  obtam  infor^ 
mation  addressed  a  note  to  Gen.  Street,  which  called  from  Mr. 
BcRNETr  the  following  answer,  under  date  of  Dec.  6th,  1830: 

*'  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  request  in  your  letter  of  the  7th 
inst.,  addressed  to  Gen.  J.  M.  S  TREET,  U.  S.  Indian  Agent,  I  have 
to  inform  you,  that  every  intelligence  which  I  have  received  since 
my  arrival  at  this  agency,  has  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  that  a 
war  carried  on  between  the  Sioux  and  Chippewa  tribes  of  Indians^, 
is  highly  prejudicial  to  the  safety  of  white  men  in  the  vicinity  of 
their  hostile  movements,  and  dangerous  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  particularly  that  part  aibout  Lake  Pepin,  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa  river. 

"  This  opinion,  I  thiuk,  is  fully  sustained  by  that  of  men  older 
and  more  experienced  in  Indian  transactions  than  myself,  and  hj 
the  murders  committed  on  that  lake  in  1825.  The  facilities  with 
which  the  Chippewa  war  parties  descend  the  Chippewa  River,  and 
lurk  and  conceal  themselves  about  the  shore  of  the  lake,  enables 
them,  if  so  disposed,  to  murder  men  navigating  those  waters,  with 
impunity.  Of  their  disposition  to  attack  white  men  when  in  a 
rage  for  war,  I  think  their  former  outrages,  and  their  conduct 
this  season  at  the  mill  on  the  Menomonee  River  and  its  vicinity, 
affoid  butficient  evidence. 

I  am  satistied,  that  while  affairs  with  those  tribes  remain  in 
their  pr-  sent  state,  no  man,  who  has  a  prudent  regard  for  his 
Bafety,  would  in  navigating  the  Upper  Mississippi,  encamp  on  the 
31 


242 


east  side  anywhere  near  the  lake,  or  the  month  of  the  Chippewa 
Rirer,  at  any  time  during  the  season  ia  which  the  war  parties  of 
those  tribes  are  out." 

We  have  already  seen  that  Mr.  Buenett  was  one  of  Gen.  Jack- 
son's early  friends  and  firm  i^upporters,  and  as  such  claimed,  in 
common  with  the  party,  a  share  in  the  favors  of  that  chieftain, 
and  finding  that  the  pay  of  his  office,  $500  per  year,  was  not 
equal  to  the  duties  he  had  to  perform,  nor  the  expenses  of  living 
on  this  distant  frontier,  he  addressed  his  firm  friend,  Col.  R.  M, 
Johnson,  soliciting  his  aid  in  obtaining  a  better  s  t'uation,  from 
whom  he  received  the  following  answer  of  Feb.  5th,  1831.  This 
letter  shows  not  only  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  at 
Washington,  but  also  the  difiiculty  of  obtaining  office,  owing  to 
the  great  number  of  applicants  : 

"Your  favor  has  been  received,  in  which  yon  express  a  desire 

to  be  appointed  Indian  Agent  at  C  ,  &c.  As  soon  as  I  received 

your  letter  I  called  on  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  whether 
the  place  was  still  vacant,  that  I  might  present  your  claims  as 
desired  ;  and  was  informed  by  him  that  the  person  was  selected 
for  the  office,  and  I  believe  was  nominated  to  the  Senate,  which 
prevented  even  an  opportunity  of  serving  you.  I  should  be  hap- 
py to  serve  you  whenever  opportunity  ofifers.  But  I  can  assure 
you  that  there  is  such  a  press  of  applications  for  every  vacancy 
high  or  low^  that  the  prospect  of  success  is  gloomy,  for  any  per- 
son. I  feel  sincerely  and  feelingly  what  you  say  about  your 
difficulties  and  embarassments." 

At  this  time,  the  national  administration  looked  with  a  jeal- 
ons  eye,  not  only  at  the  National  Bank,  but  also  at  the  American 
Fur  Company.  Whether  this  was  because  the  chief  agents  of 
that  Company  differed  in  politics  from  the  administration,  from 
whicl^  was  inferred  that  opposition  existed  in  their  subordinates ; 
or  whether,  as  in  case  of  the  Bank,  the  trade  was  deemed  so  pro- 
fitable as  to  be  an  object  worthy  of  control,  to  furnish  office  and 
employment  for  aspirants  who  could  not  otherwise  be  provided 
for,  ia  not  easy  to  be  determined  at  this  late  day.    But  it  is  cer- 
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tain  that  a  war  of  words,  and,  to  some  extent,  of  laws,  was  waged 
against  the  Company,  as  well  as  against  the  Bank,  and  Mr.  Bub- 
JTBTT,  as  an  Agent  of  the  Government,  was  called  uponhy  author- 
ity to  furnish  information  to  be  used  in  the  attack  upon  the  Com- 
pany. 

A  letter  dated  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  3d,  1831,  to  Mr.  Burnett, 
reads  thus  :  "  The  American  Fur  Company  seems  to  have  made 
war  upon  the  agents  in  all  the  Missouri  country,  except  one  or  two 
who  belong  to  them ;  hence  the  reason  for  the  publication  of  a 
aeries  of  numbers  in  the  St.  Louis  Beacon,  commencing  3d  Feb., 
to  which  you  are  referred.    They  have  been  attributed  to  me. 

"  I  wish  you  to  furnish,  me  a  fall  and  minute  history  of  the 
workings  and  doings  of  this  Company  in  your  quarter;  whether  they 
do  not  oppose  the  present  administration  and  views  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  agents  of  the  Government ;  whether  they  do  not 
cheat  and  impose  on  the  Indians  of  your  agency,  as  to  prices,  &c. 
What  are  their  prices,  and  whether  they  have  not  purchased  up 
all  the  interpreters  that  are  worth  anything  ;  whether  they  do  not 
hold  councils  with  the  Indians,  and  render  the  agents  odious  to 
them ;  whether  they  do  not  employ  persons  that  are  really  op- 
posed to  our  Government ;  (the  monopoly  I  refer  to  is  the  Am. 
Fur  Co.) ;  whether  they  do  not  bid  an  insolent  defiance  to  the 
authority  of  the  Government  and  its  agents;  and  is  not  their 
course  opposed  to  civilizing  the  Indians. 

"  I  want  the  benefit  of  your  information  generally ;  but  not  to 
be  published,  or  your  name  in  any  manner  exposed,  or  in  the 
slightest  manner  referred  to  unless  authorized.  This  Company 
have  threatened  to  break  down  the  Department  and  elevate 
themselves ;  hence  the  lot  has*  fallen  on  me  to  expose  and  break 
them  down,  which  will  be  accomplisbed.  Doubt  not;  I  know 
the  authority  under  which  I  proceed.  Direct  to  me^  care  of  Gen, 
Clark:' 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  of  this  system  of  espion- 
age, or  whether  Mr.  Buknett  did  as  required,  I  know  not ;  but  I 
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do  know,  that  whatever  he  may  have  thought  of  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Am.  Far  Co.,  he  held  in  perfect  odium  this  relic  of 
tyranny,  a  system  of  espionage  in  other  men's  concerns.*  Bat 
there  really  being  no  grounds,  except  as  above  binned,  for  this  pa- 
rade of  weapons  against  that  Company,  tbe  probability  is  Mr.  Bub- 
sett  did  not  furnish  the  desired  information ;  and  it  is  further 
probable,  that  his  not  doing  so,  was  one  cause  of  his  proscription 
in  1834.  There  were,  no  doubt,  some  things  in  the  managviment 
of  the  fur  trade  about  as  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  Indi- 
ans, as  in  the  trade  of  merchants  generally  with  the  whites.  But 
the  advantages  that  both  are  to  the  communities  in  which  they 
are  established,  so  far  exceed  their  disadvantages,  that  the  latter 
sink  into  the  shade  of  forgetfulness  in  the  light  of  the  former. 

In  twenty  years  residence  among  Indians,  traders  and  Cana- 
dians, I  have  not  been  able  to  discover, any  tendency  towards- 
Canada  or  the  British  government  from  the  employment  of  Cana- 
dians or  foreigners  in  the  fur  trade.  The  only  thing  that  I  could 
discern  as  influencing  the  Indians  towards  the  British,  was  the 
•presents  given  them  on  Drummond's  Island  in  Lake  Huron. 
While  these  were  given,  the  Indians  from  the  head  of  Lake  Snpe- 
rior  and  its  tributaries  would  go  occasionally  to  get  them,  but 
when  these  were  discontinued,  their  visits  were  also  discontinued. 
Nor  were  the  profits  of  the  fur  trade  so  very  valuable  as  was 
supposed ;  in  proof  of  which  we  have  the  failure  of  one  of  the 
companies,  as  well  as  the  vast  majority  of  their  factors  or  sub- 
traders.  The  trader  might  sell  his  goods  for  three  times  their 
original  cost,  and  yet  be  the  loser  in  the  transaction.  To  give  an 
idea  of  this,  or  the  facts  in  the  case,  the  account  stands  as  follows: 


•It  may  well  be  regretted,  that  so  much  stress  is  laid  upon  this  matter  by  Mr.  Bronson.  Of  tb« 
writer  of  the  letter  cited,  we  know  nothing— the  letter  itself  comes  to  us  as  anonymous  ;  and  the  "  by 
authority"  may  well  have  been  assumed  for  some  sinister  or  vindictive  purpose  th«  writer  had  in  view 
against  the  American  Fur  Company,  f  arratives  like  this,  designed  tor  hiNtoric  preservaliitn,  to  go 
forth  under  the  auspices  of  the  State  Historical  Society,  and  decigoed  too  lor  readers  of  all  shades  el 
political  opinion,  should  never  be  marred  by  even  the  (semblance  of  party  pr«tfudice  or  perrtonal  anj- 
»o«ty.  L.  C. 
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The  original  cBst  of  the  outfit,  say  $500 

One  clerk,  whose  pay  per  annum  is   _   600 

Four  voyageurs,  who  convey  the  clerk  and  his  goods  to 
their  winter  quarters,  build  their  fort,  guard  their  goods, 

get  wood,  provisions,  &c.,  &c.,  at  $100  per  man,   400 

The  wild  rice  and  meat  purchased,  ,   100 

Cost  of  outfit,  besides  canoes,  .  $1,500 

In  this  trade,  the  Indians  must  have  credit  for  ammunition, 
blankets,  &c.,  or  they  cannot  hunt,  and  of  these,  upon  an  average, 
one-thii  d  is  not  paid.  The  game  maj  be  scarce,  the  hunt  unfavor- 
able, so  that  they  cannot  pay ;  and  some  Indians,  like  some  white 
men,  are  dishonest,  and  will  not  pay.  Kow  unless  the  trader  sells  at 
a  price  to  pay  expenses  including  transportation  from  Europe  to 
th&  place  of  sale,  the  expense,  of  agents,  factors,  chief  officers, 
it  must  be  a  losing  concern. 

In  view  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  supposed  profits  of  the 
trade  were  probably  the  object  of  pursuit.  But  before  that  could 
be  obtained,  some  pretext  must  be  found  on  which  to  legislate 
the  Company  oi^t  of  the  Indian  country.  The  act  of  1834,-  regu- 
lating the  trade  with  the  Indians,  did  not  do  this,  but  was  in 
reality  a  benefit  to  the  Company ;  yet  the  Company  failed  because 
the  Indians  were  decreasing,  the  trade  diminishing,  and  the  game 
fast  disappearing. 

It  was  true  enough,  that  a  majority  at  least  of  the  agents  and 
clerks  of  the  American  Fur  Company  were,  like  most  other  busi- 
ness men  of  that  time,  not  favorable  to  the  political  views  of  the 
then  dominant  part;^,  and  it  is  further  true  that  the  Indian  agen- 
cies being  now  filled  by  the  friends  of  the  dominant  party,  in  re- 
ward for  their  services  in  electing  their  chief,  this  wonld  of  course 
bring  the  two  opposites  in  jpolitical  views  into  contact  in  the  In- 
dian country,  and  the  traders  might  truly  enough  be  opposed  to 
the  then  administration.  But  this  trading  Company  was  a  pri- 
Tate,  not  public  concern,  and  the  Government  had  no  authority  or 
right  in  our  free  country,  to  interfere  with  the  business,  or  to  seek 
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the  supposed  profits  of  the  trade,  in  order  to  reward  partizans  for 
their  political  services. 

The  GoverDment  had  its  factories  established  under  its  patron- 
age and  control,  the  oflSces  whereof  could  be  filled  by  the  Exec> 
ntive  with  the  same  right  and  authority  as  other  offices  under  his 
control.  But  these  factories  had  proved  a  failure  as  to  profit,  and 
therefore  were  of  no  value.  In  all  my  intercourse  with  the 
traders,  I  found  them  very  prudent  and  cautious  in  expressing 
their  views  on  politics  ;  and,  without  exceptii)n,  found  them  dis- 
posed to  sustain  the  Government  in  its  measures  regulating  in- 
tercourse with  the  Indian^.  This  was  policy  in  them,  lest  they 
should  bring  down  the  power  of  the  Government  upon  them,  in 
the  shape  of  oppressive  laws,  which  would  break  up  their  trade. 

I  allude  to  these  facts,  to  show  the  absurdity  and  bad  policy,  in 
a  free  country  especially,  of  this  "  spoils  "  theory,  and  whether 
Democratic  or  Whig,  or  any  other  party  should  be  at  the  head  of 
aflfairs,  the  rewarding  of  partizans  with  office  is  setting  a  prece- 
dent which  must  eventually,  if  not  discontinued,  lead  to  the  ruin 
of  our  institutions.  Those  out  of  office  are  alwavsj  more  numer- 
ous than  those  who  are  in,  and  if  at  any  time  the  outs  "  unite, 
they  can  oust  the  "  ins  and  by  this  process,  the  most  villainous 
may  gain  the  highest  power,  and  by  sufficiently  rewarding  hie 
followers,  secure  himself,  as  did  Louis  Napoleon,  on  a  throne^ 
before  the  country  is  aware  of  it. 

In  May  1831,  Gen.  Steeet  leaving  the  agency  in  care  of  Mr. 
BuENETT,  the  latter  reported  to  Gen.  Claek,  on  the  18th  of  that 
month,  that  "  the  Indian  relations  among  the  dififerent  tribes  of 
this  quarter,  have  not  a  very  amicable  appearance.  The  threat- 
ning  of  the  Sauks  and  Foxes,  and  occasional  acts  of  mischief 
committed  by  them  against  the  whites,  in  the  vicinity  of  Rock 
Island,  have  doubtless  been  communicated  to  you  before  this  time, 

*'The  Sioux  chief  Wabashaw  and  a  considerable  number  of  his 
tribe,  are  now  here.  A  small  party  of  them  who  came  across 
the  country  from  Red  Cedar,  state  that  within  their  country  north 
of  the  line  of  the  purchase  of  last  summer,  they  came  upon  a  war 
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road  of  the  Sauks  and  Foxes.  They  followed  the  trail  leading 
out  of  their  country  several  days,  and  from  the  signs  remaining 
at  their  camps,  they  have  no  doubt,  that  three  or  more  of  the 
Sioux  have  been  murdered  by  the  Sauks  and  Foxes.  Among 
other  appearances  that  confirmed  them  in  this  belief,  was  a  painted 
buffalo  robe,  such  as  no  Indians  in  this  quarter  but  the  Sioux, 
make  or  use,  cut  in  pieces  at  one  of  their  camps.  They  pursued 
their  trail  until  they  came  upon  their  camp,  a  few  miles  north  of 
the  old  Eed  Cedar  Fort ;  but  finding  them  double  their  own  num- 
ber, did  not  make  an  attack.  They  say,  that  they  have  made 
peace  and  promised  to  keep  it,  and  will  not  in  any  case  be  the 
aggressors. 

"  Col.  Morgan  informed  me  two  days  since,  that  he  had  sent 
down  to  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  to  send  up  ten  or  twelve  of  their 
'  men  to  see  him,  and  have  a  talk  with  him.  They  were  expected 
here  on  yesterday,  but  have  not  yet  arrived.  The  Sioux  are 
waiting  their  arrival,  and  are,  I  believe,  ready  to  meet  them, 
either  as  friends  or  enemies.  When  they  were  informed  that  the 
Foxes  were  coming,  they  put  their  arms  in  order.  They  say  that 
if  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  come  and  deport  themselves  peaceablji 
they  will  not  molest  them,  but  if  they  see  any  hostile  manifesta- 
tions, they  will  strike  them.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  if  the  Sauks 
and  Foxes  have  had  a  war  party  out  against  the  Sioux,  they  will 
not  come  here  upon  Col.  Morgan's  invitation,  knowing  as  they 
do,  that  the  Sioux  always  visit  this  place  about  this  season  in  con- 
siderable numbers. 

"  A  part  of  the  Menomonees  have  been  to  see  me  since  Gen. 
Street's  departure.  They  renewed  their  promise  not  to  go  against 
the  Chippewas  for  the  present,  but  to  wait  a  while  longer  to  hear 
from  their  Great  Father." 

The  squally  appearance  of  Indian  affairs,  called  for  the  watch- 
ful attention  alike  of  agents,  and  officers  of  the  army.  But 
it  became  a  question  of  etiquette,  which  should  take  the  lead  in 
the  matter.  The  military  seems  to  have  claimed  that  right,  while 
the  agents  claimed  at  least  to  know  what  had  been  done  in  the 
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premises ;  both  being  then  under  the  superintendence  of  the  War 
Department,  the  military  considered  the  Indian  Department  as 
subordinate  to  theirs.  But  Mr.  Burnett  thought  otherwise,  claim- 
ing that  each  branch  of  the  public  service  had  its  appropriate  da- 
ties,  with  which  the  other  should  not  interfere,  while  in  case  of 
necessity  one  should  assist  the  other,  both  acting  in  unison.  And 
as  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  alluded  to  in  his  letter  to  Gen.  Clark  did 
come  to  the  place,  with  whom  Col.  Morgan  held  a  council,  with  - 
out  the  knowledge  or  co  operation  of  the  Agent,  Mr.  Burnett 
claimed  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  proceed- 
ings, and  addressed  a  note,  dated  May  23d,  1831,  to  Col.  Moroajt, 
as  follows : 

"Sir — I  was  informed  yesterday  that  you  held,  on  the  morning 
of  that  day,  a  council  with  a  party  of  Sioux  and  a  party  of  Fox 
Indians  which  you  had  assembled  in  the  village  of  Prairie  du 
Chien.  As  the  acting  Indian  Agent  at  this  place,  it  properly  con- 
cerns me  to  know  what  takes  place  at  this  post  in  relation  to  In- 
dian affairs.  I  should  therefore  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  tho  cir- 
cumstances that  required  such  council.  The  objects  to  be  effect- 
ed, and  the  results  accomplished ;  also  the  names  of  the  chiefs 
or  men  of  influence  of  either  tribe,  who  were  present.  Will  yon 
please  to  communicate  to  me  as  early  as  may  be  convenient,  the 
desired  information,  and  likewise  whether  Gen  Street  was  ap- 
prised, previous  to  his  departure,  of  the  contemplated  meeting  of 
those  Indians." 

This  brought  from  Col.  Morgan  the  following  tart  reply,  and 
raised  the  question  of  prerogative : 

Sir — I  acknowledge  in  you  no  right  to  call  on  mo  to  render 
an  account  of  my  proceedings  to  you,  though  if  you  will  do  me 
the  favor  to  call  at  ray  quarters  on  my  return  from  St.  Peter's,  for 
which  place  I  am  just  about  to  set  out,  I  will  explain  to  you  the 
object  of  the  council  and  tell  you  what  passed.  You  were  ap- 
prised yourself  of  the  Foxes  having  been  invited,  and  you  knew 
they  had  arrived.    Why  stay  four  or  five  miles  off?    I  stated  to 
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the  Indians  that  you  should  have  been  to  the  council,  if  you  had 
been  here." 

The  "  fonr  or  five  miles"  alluded  to  by  the  Colonel,  was  the  dis- 
tance from  the  fort  and  village  to  the  residence  of  Gen.  Stkeet, 
where  the  office  of  the  agency  was  kept,  that  being  the  nearest 
house  suitable  for  his  family  that  could  then  be  obtained.  It  was 
true,  that  Mr.  Burnett  had  knowledge  that  the  Foxes  had  been 
sent  for,  the  Sioux  being  already  on  the  ground,  and  that  the 
Foxes  had  arrived,  but  not  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the 
council,  and  this  he  claimed  should  have  been  given.  But  the 
Colonel,  standing  upon  the  dignity  of  his  office,  as  commandant  of 
the  military  post,  seemed  to  think  that  the  Agent  must  or  should 
have  been  on  hand,  whether  he  had  notice  thereof  or  not,  as  any 
other  spectator. 

The  question  of  prerogative  was  now  fairly  raised.  Whether 
it  was  ever  settled  by  the  War  Department,  I  do  not  know,  but  a 
common  sense  view  of  the  subject  would  say,  that  each  branch  of 
the  public  service  had  its  own  appropriate  duties  and  preroga- 
tives, and  that  neither  had  a  right  to  interfere  with  or  encroach 
upon  the  other.  The  Indians  were  placed  under  the  care  and 
control  of  the  agency,  while  the  military  was  under  the  care  and 
control  of  its  proper  officers;  nor  had  Col.  Moegan  any  more 
control  of  the  Indians,  than  the  agent  had  of  the  troops.  Their 
uniting  in  one  common  head  at  Washingtpn,  gave  one  no  more 
right  to  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the  other,  than  it  would  the 
Navy  and  War  Departments  to  encroach  upon  each  other  because 
the  President  was  their  common  head,  or  for  the  Executive,  Ju- 
dicial and  Legislative  departments  to  arrogate  each  others'  rights, 
because  their  respective  powers  were  alike  derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution. Every  department  of  the  Government,  and  each  sub- 
ordinate branch  of  the  respective  departments,  have  their  appro- 
prfete  duties  to  perform  ;  and  when  necessary,  to  unite  their 
enefgiesyor  the  benefit  of  the  whole.  So  if  the  civil  department, 
to  which  t\xQ  Indian  department  belongs,  and  is  now  appropriately 
assigned,  requires  the  aid  of  the  military,  the  latter  must  serve 
32 
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the  former  ;  for,  io  our  form  of  government,  the  military  must  be 
subject  to  the  civil  authority.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  in  thie 
ease  Mr.  Burnett  was  right. 

It  is  well  known,  that  on  the  frontiers,  and  beyond  the  reach  of 
courts  of  justice,  and  sometimes  within  their  reach,  if  not  very* 
strong,  the  military  oflacers  are  very  apt  to  exercise  all  the  au- 
thority of  the  Legislative,  Executive  and  Judicial  departments, 
over  the  few  stragglinsj  citizens  who  may  chance  to  be  in  their 
vicinity.  In  some  cases  this  has  been  absolutely  necessary,  be- 
cause no  other  government  existed.  In  my  first  visits  to  Fort 
Snelling,  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Peters,  then  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Col.  Davenport,  and  three  hundred  miles  beyond  the  jur 
risdiction  of  any  civil  court,  this  was  the  only  government  exer-  t 
cised  over  the  traders,  tbeir  employees,  discharged  soldiers,  and 
voyageuTS  who  had  settled  in  that  vicinity.  But  such  was  the 
mild  and  patriarchal  character  of  the  administration  of  the  gov- 
ernment, that  no  one  could  reasonably  object  to  it,  or  be  particu- 
larly anxious  for  a  change.  The  only  thing  complained  of,  was 
the  suppression  of  the  whiskey  trade  among  the  Indians  and  sol- 
diers ;  but  this  was  done  by  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress,  and 
the  articles  of  war,  and  was  not  only  justified,  but  demanded  by 
the  laws  of  humanity. 

Yet,  in  some  instances,  the  officers  of  the  army  have  exceeded 
the  bounds  of  propriety  and  the  rights  of  citizenship,  and  that  too 
where  the  civil  authority  was  within  reach.  A  citizen  of  this  place 

was  once  whipped  by  the  soldiers  by  order  of  Col.  J  s ;  another 

was  sent  to  St.  Louis  under  guard,  without  any  charge  being  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  left  to  find  his  way  back  to  his  iamily  as 
best  he  could,  and  upon  his  return,  he  found  them  ejected  from 
his  house  by  the  soldiers. 

Mr.  Burnett  informed  Gen.  Clark  of  the  transaction  of  Col. 
MoROAN,  May  28di,  1831 :  ''In  my  letter  of  the  18th  inst.,  I  in- 
formed you  that  Col.  Morgan  had  sent  for  the  Sauks  and  Foxe« 
to  visit  this  post.  On  the  2l8t  instant,  about  fifteen  men  of  the 
FoxeB  of  Dubuque  mines  arrived  at  the  village,  and  ou  the  next 
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day  Col.  Moegan  held  a  conncil  with  them  and  the  Sionx,  who 
were  here.  I  presume  that  whatever  took  place  at  the  council, 
or  was  effected  by  the  meeting  of  the  Indians,  of  any  irapoitance, 
will  be  communicated  to  you  through  the  proper  channel,  by  Col. 
Morgan  who  acted  alone  in  the  measure. 

"  The  Sioux  had  been  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Foxes  for  sev- 
eral dajs.  The  Foxes  landed  at  the  village  on  Saturday  evening, 
not  later  I  think  than  four  o'clock.  The  council  was  opened  the 
next  morning,  as  I  am  informed,  at  ten  o'clock;  yet  no  intimation 
of  either  time  or  place  of  meeting,  or  that  my  presence  was  at 
all  de^^ired,  was  given,  although  there  was  ample  time  to  do  so. 
Throughout  the  transaction,  there  has  been  no  consultation  had, 
or  co-operation  had  with  the  agency.  The  only  communication 
upon  the  subject  previous  to  the  council  and  the  departure  of  the 
Indians,  was  the  simple  fact  that  he  had  sent  for  the  Foxes,  of 
which  I  apprised  you.  I  suppose  that  if  any  thing  occurred  of 
sufficient  importance  to  found  a  report  upon,  he  will  communicate 
the  facts,  and  in  that  case,  it  must  appear  that  the  measure  was 
undertaken  and  carried  through  without  any  connection  or  co- 
operation with  this  agency.  I  have,  therefore,  given  the  above 
statement  of  facts  to  show  that  the  absence  of  co-operation  in  the 
affair,  was  not  from  neglect  of  duty  or  inattention  on  the  part  of 
this  agency. 

"  The  information  that  I  have  collected  on  the  subject,  is  this: 
some  fifteen  Foxes  from  Dubuque  mines,  all  young  men  except 
one  or  two,  came  up  and  had  a  talk  with  the  Sioux  and  Col.  Moe- 
GAN,  in  which  each  expressed  a  desire  to  continue  the  peace  which 
had  been  concluded  between  them  the  last  year.  The  Foxes  de- 
nied any  knowledge  of  a  war  party  having  gone  against  the  Sioux» 
They  said  they  wished  to  be  at  peace,  and  would  not  do  any  act 
of  hostility,  but  they  could  not  answer  for  those  below — they 
spoke  for  themselves  only.  They  smoked  and  danced  together, 
and  parted  in  apparent  friendship  and  harmony." 

The  extent  of  the  frontier,  and  the  number  of  tribes  within  the 
agency,  kept  up  an  almost  incessant  excitement  as  to  their  affairss 
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and  to  keep  the  Governmeat  advised  of  all  their  movements,  re- 
quired constant  vigilance  and  the  writing  of  numerous  letters. 
Under  date  of  June  13th,  1831,  Mr.  Burnett  writes  to  Gon 
Clark:  "  I  have  received,  eioce  the  last  mail  from  this  place,  in- 
formation T^hich  I  consider  entitled  to  credit,  that  a  war  party  of 
Sioux  is  now  being  organized  among  Washaba^'s  band,  to  go 
against  the  Chippewas,  by  a  warrior  of  some  note  in  that  band. 
I  have  also  understood,  that  there  are  a  few  Menomoneefi,  rela- 
tives of  those  who  were  killed  by  the  Chippewas  in  the  fall  and 
winter  past,  now  with  the  band  of  Sioux.  But  I  have  tjot  been 
able  to  learn  whether  they  intend  joining  the  Sioux  in  their  expe- 
dition, or  not,  but  think  it  probable  that  some  of  them  will  do 
so." 

Under  date  of  June  29th  he  wrote :  I  am  informed  by  Major 
Lakgham,  who  arrived  here  from  below  a  few  days  since,  that 
the  Winnebagoes  of  the  Prbphet's  village  on  Ruck  river,  have 
united  with  the  Sauks  and  Foxes.  The  "Winnebagoes  of  the  Wis- 
consin and  Upper  Mississippi  are  still  peaceable.  They  are  most 
likely  waiting  to  see  the  first  results  of  the  movements  below, 
and  intend  to  act  afterwards  according  to  circumstances. 

"Until  within  two  or  three  weeks  past,  very  few  of  those  In- 
dians have  visited  this  place,  for  a  length  of  time,  fewer,  I  am  told, 
than  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Lately  a  great  many  of 
them  have  been  here,  the  most  of  whom  came  down  the  Wiscon- 
sin and  have  gone  up  the  Mississippi.  A  great  portion  of  them 
are  old  men,  women  and  children.  They  continue  to  pass  by 
daily.  Many  rumors  are  in  circulation  as  to  their  present  dispo- 
sition and  intention ;  very  few  of  which  are,  perhaps,  entitled  to 
implicit  belief.  They  have  served,  however,  to  give  considerable 
alarm  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Prairie,  and  many  of 
them  begin  to  think  themselves  in  danger.  I  have  spared  no  pains 
to  ascertain  the  disposition  of  the  Winnebagoes  here,  and  have 
found  no  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  hostilities  on  their  part,  un- 
less their  sending  so  many  of  their  old  men,  women  and  childrea 
up  the  river,  and  purchasing  powder  in  larger  quantities  than 
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nenal  for  ordinary  hunting,  should  indicate  something  of  the 
kind. 

"  I  also  learned  a  few  days  since,  that  the  'one-eyed  Deooei' 
had  left  his  village  at  Prairie  La  Crosse,  and  gone  down  to  the 
Sauks  and  Foxes.  This  was  accidentally  communicated  to  my 
informant  by  a  Winnebago,  and  is  probably  true.  Decori  was 
down  about  two  weeks  since,  and.  called  to  see  me  on  his  return 
home.  His  deporto  ent  was  as  usual ;  I  saw  no  change.  In  fact 
I  have  not  discovered  any  change  in  the  deportment  or  appear- 
ance of  any  of  them  that  I  have  seen.  They  all  appear  to  be 
perfectly  friendly.  None  of  the  traders  here  think  they  have 
any  hostile  intentions. 

"  OA.  Morgan  left  the  fort  for  Eock  Island  on  the  morning  of 
the  27th  jnst.,  with  two  companies  from  his  post,  and  two  more 
from  Fort  Winnebago,  under  Mfgor  Twiggs.  He  bad  previously 
called  in  all  fatigue  parties,  and  put  his  whole  force  under  a  course 
of  training.  Much  alarm  prevails  in  the  mines.  The  people  are 
arming  and  preparing  for  their  defence.  I  do  not  consider  that 
there  is  any  immediate  danger  either  here  or  in  this  vicinity. 
Much,  however,  will  doubtless  depend  on  the  result  below.  The 
Sioux  and  Menomonees  are  certainly  friendly,  and  against  the 
Sauks  and  Foxes,  would  willingly  unite  with  the  whites,  if  per- 
mitted to  do  so.  I  have  heard  nothing  since  my  last  of  a  war 
party  of  those  Indians  against  the  Chippewas." 

Oa  the  24th  of  October,  1831,  Mr.  Burnett  obtained  leave  of 
absence  until  the  ensuing  spring,  to  visit  some  friends  and  ar- 
range some  business  he  had  left  unsettled  in  Kentucky.  In  grant- 
ing this  permission,  Gen.  Street  says:  Permit  me  to  avail 
myself  of  the  present  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  great  support 
I  have  received  from  you  in  all  my  official  duties,  during  a  period 
of  fourteen  or  fifteen  months,  and  to  assure  you  of  my  high  re- 
gaid  and  unlimited  friendship." 

Sometime  before  his  departure,  Mr.  Burnett  had  written  to  his 
friend  Dr.  0.  R.  McFall  of  Keene,  Ky.,  in  which  he  gave  some 
account  of  the  duties  and  amount  of  business  of  an  Indian 
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Agent,  which  drew  from  him,  under  date  of  Nov.  i3th,  1831,  the 
following  amusing  remarks : 

"  The  idea  I  had  formed  of  the  duties  of  an  Indian  Agent,  I 
find  bj  the  light  jou  have  reflected  upon  the  eubject,  was  hy  no 
means  correct.  I  had  thought  his  only  duty  was,  to  sit  behind  his 
desk,  and  i&sue  out  to  the  Indians  their  regular  supply  of  whiskey, 
powder,  lead  and  other  articles  which  Undo  Sam  covenants  to 
furnish  to  the  said  Indians  at  an  unusually  low  price  ;  and  inpay- 
ment for  said  articles,  said  Indians  have  ceded  to  Uncle  Sam  a 
certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  known  by  certain  boundaries,  &c. 
iBut  no ;  in  place  of  enjoying  himself  in  luxurious  ease,  the  poor 
Agent  has  to  take  long  and  painful  journe}'s  by  land  and  water  ; 
suiler  from  the  bites  of  musquitoes,  from  heat  and  cold,  &c. 
Pretty  tough  work  this,  for  a  Kentucky  lawyer  especially.  But 
it  is  not,  I  find.  Uncle  Sam's  plan  to  Lire  laborers  to  work  his 
farm,  and  suffer  them  to  sleep  out  their  time  in  complete  torpidity. 
No,  they  must  be  up  and  doing,  must  earn  their  wages  by  hard 
labor. 

It  must  certainly  have  been  a  queer  kind  of  a  sight,  to  have 
seen  a  Kentuckian,  learned  in  all  the  lore  of  the  law,  holding  a 
council  with  the  red  men  of  the  forest.  Like  a  young  Mercury 
he  arrives  among  them  ;  they  are  assembled  together  ;  mute  si- 
lence reigns  throughout  the  Assembly  ;  deep  thought  and  anxious 
expectations  sit  on  every  countenance.  J^\ow  is  the  time  ;  he 
rises,  tells  them  in  the  most  finished  language  of  the  most  fertile 
imagination,  the  object  of  the  meeting,  what  Uncle  Sara  expects 
to  do  for  them,  aod  what  they  must  do  for  him.  As  he  warms 
with  his  subject,  his  imagination  expands ;  the  earth,  air  and  sea 
are  brought  to  his  aid,  as  comparative  objects.  He  ceases,  and 
his  audience  knows  not  what  he  has  said." 

During  the  time  that  Mr.  Burnett  had  been  at  the  agency,  he 
had  attended  as  counsel  to  some  important  suits,  in  which  the 
Government  through  some  of  its  agents  was  a  party,  for  which 
he  claimed  fees  as  attorney,  this  not  being  embraced  in  his  duties 
as  Agent,  and  if  he  had  not  done  so  the  Government  must  have 


employed  some  one  else.  The  fees  charged  for  the  several  suits 
were  $500,  which  the  Agent  approved  and  allowed.  In  Decem- 
ber of  this  year,  he  visited  Washington,  for  the  double  purpose  of 
keeping  his  office  from  the  grasp  of  some  hungry  office-hunter, 
hundreds  of  whom  are  hovering  around  the  capitol  any  winter, 
and  against  whom  I  perceive  by  his  correspondence,  it  is  neces- 
sary for  every  office  holder  to  keep  a  watchful  eye,  which  is  the 
reason  that  so  many  of  them  visit  Washington  so  often  ;  and  also 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  this  fee,  which  had  been  refused. 
But  this  latter  he  did  not  get  allowed  at  that  time,  but  being  long- 
winded  on  such  a  chase,  he  hung  to  it  until  the  Department  paid 
him  $225. 

In  February,  1832,  while  Mr.  Buknett  was  in  Kentucky,  Gen. 
Street  wrote  him,  that  "  the  Menomonees  and  Sioux  are  preparing 
for  a  retaliatory  war  against  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  in  the  spring. 
The  Menomonees  have  made  peace  with  the  Chippewas,  in  order 
to  have  no  fears  from  that  quarter.  The  two  tribes  met  above  the 
mill  on  the  Chippewa  and  made  their  peace.  I  have  advised  the 
Superintendent  so  as  to  have  the  earliest  interferance,  if  any  is 
intended.  The  Sauks  and  Foxes,  I  learn,  expect  retaliation  and 
will  be  prepared  to  meet  them.  If  the  Government  is  not  early 
in  stopping  them,  they  will  certainly  go  in  considerable  force,  and 
a  bloody  contest  may  be  expected." 

Ab  ut  the  first  of  April,  Mr.  Burnett  received  instructions, . 
while  yet  in  Shelby ville,  to  "  proceed  to  the  agency  at  Prairie  du 
Chien  by  way  of  St.  Louis,  and  call  on  Gen.  Clark  for  the  funds 
alloted  to  the  agency  for  1832,  or  such  portion  thereof  as  he  shall 
determine  to  forward.  The  receipts  will  be  forwarded  to  you  at 
St.  Louis  as  soon  as  a  conveyance  by  steam-boat  shall  occur." 
Mr.  Bdenktt  reached  the  agency  about  the  1st  of  May.  At  that 
^me  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  under  Black  Hawk  were  in  hostile 
movements  on  Rock  River,  with  Gen.  Atkinson  in  pursuit.  To 
aid  in  the  defence  of  the  country.  Gen.  Atkinson  from  Dixon's 
Ferry,  May  28th,  1832,  addressed  Gen.  Street  as  follows: 

*'  8ib: — I  have  to  request,  that  you  send  me  at  this  place,  with 


as  little  delay  as  possible,  as  many  Menomonee  and  Sioux  Indi- 
ans as  can  be  collected,  within  striking  distance  of  Prairie  da 
Chien.  I  want  to  employ  them  in  conjunction  with  the  troops 
against  the  Sauks  and  Foxes,  who  are  now  some  fifty  miles  above 
us  in  a  state  of  war  against  the  whites.  I  understand  the  Me- 
nomonees,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred  warriors,  who  were  with 
you  a  few  days  ago,  are  anxious  to  take  part  with  us.  Do  encour- 
age them  to  do  so,  and  promise  them  rations,  blankets,  pay,  &c. 
I  have  written  to  Capt.  Loomis  to  furnish  them  some  arms,  if  they 
can  be  spared,  and  ammunition.  If  there  are  none  at  Prairie  du 
Chien,  I  must  procure  some  in  this  quarter.  Col.  Hamilton,  who 
has  volunteered  his  services  to  lead  the  Indians  to  this  place,  will 
hand  you  this  letter;  and  if  the  Indians  can  be  prevailed  onto  come, 
will  perform  the  duty.  I  have  to  desire  that  Mr.  Marsh  may  be 
sent  with  Col.  Hamilton  and  the  Indians,  and  an  interpreter  of 
the  Menomonee  language."  In  accordance  with  this  requirement, 
Gen.  Street  gave,  on  May  30th,  to  Mr.  Burnett  the  following 
instructions : 

"Sir: — You  will  please  proceed  with  Mr.  John  Maksh,  who 
goes  express  to  the  nearest  Sioux  village,  and  render  him  such 
aid  as  may  be  necessary  in  obtaining  as  many  ludiansas  possible, 
to  come  down  with  you,  and  proceed  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Marsh  to  join  Gen.  Atkinson.  The  letter  of  Gen  Atkinson 
will  be  your  guide  in  the  business.  Use  every  means  to  expedite 
the  object;  and  hasten  your  return,  as  much  depends  upon  ex- 
pedition." 

The  nearest  Sioux  village  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  up 
the  river  from  the  seat  of  the  agency,  which  had  to  be  ascended 
in  canoes,  there  being  no  steamer  then  to  be  had.  Yet  in  six 
days  after  receiving  the  order,  Mr.  Burnett  made  the  following 
report  to  Gen.  Street  : 

tigir: — In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  ult ,  I  set  out 
immediately  from  this  place,  in  company  with  Mr.  Marsh,  in  a 
canoe,  with  eight  hands,  to  visit  the  nearest  village  of  the  Sioux 
Indians.    From  recent  indications  among  the  Winnebagoes  of  the 
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Upper  Mississippi  of  a  disposition  to  engage  in  hostilities  with  the 
Sauks  and  Foxes,  Mr.  Maesh  and  myself  thought  best  to  call  at 
their  village  on  the  river  La  GroBse,  and  invite  so  many  as  might 
be  disposed  to  join  us  on  our  return,  and  gO  with  the  Sioux  and 
Menomonees  to  join  Gen.  Atkinson's  army  on  Roek  Kiver.  We 
arrived  at  the  Winnebago  village,  on  the  evening  of  the  next 
day  after  leaving  this  post,  and  that  night  had  a  talk  with  the 
chiefs  and  braves  upon  the  subject.  Win-o-a  she-kan  was  opposed 
to  the  measujre,  and  declined  having  anything  to  do  with  it.  He 
said  the  Sauks  had  twice,  this  season,  presented  the  red  wampum 
to  the  Winnebagoes  at  Portage,  and  that  they  had  as  often  washed 
it  :white,  and  handed  it  back  to  them ;  that  hie  did  not  like  that 
red.  thing;  he  was  afraid  of  it.  ;  Waudgh ha-ta-kan  took  the 
wampum,  and  said  that  he  with  all  the  young  men  of  the  village 
would  go ;  that  they  were  anxious  to  engage  in  the  expedition, 
and  would  be  ready  to  accompany  lis  on  our  rieturn. 

The  next  day  we  reached  Prairie  Aux  Ailes  (Wa  ba-sha),  and 
found  the  Sioux  extensively  anxious  and  ready  to  go  against  the  ^ 
Sauks  and  Eoxes.    They  were  intending  to  make  a  descent  • 
upon  them  in  a  few  days,  if  ithey  had  not  been  sent  for.'  They 
engaged  with  alacrity  in  their  preparations,  but  we  found  it  ne-<^ 
cessary  to  wait  till  Monday  morning  to  give  them  time.    We  left  * 
their  village  on  our  return,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  ac-^^ 
companied  by  the  whole  effective  force  of  the  band,  and  at  La 
Crosse,  were  joined  by  twenty  warriors  of  the  Winnebagoes,  the  ' 
remainder  of  their  village  to  follow  the  next  day,  and  reached 
this  place  to-day,  at  2  o'clock  P.  M,  with  one  hundred  warriors: 
eighty  of  whom  are  Sioux,  and  twenty  Winnebagoes.    I  think 
from  the  dispooition  manifested  by  the  Winnebagoes,  that  fifty  or 
sixty  more  of  them  will  be  here  before  the  expedition  leaves  the 
Prairie,  making  a  force  of  one  hundred  and  thirty,  or  one  hun- 
dned  and  forty.    The  Indians,  with  whom  I  have  met^  appear 
-  well  effected  towards  the  whites,  are  in  fine  spirits,  and  seem'*'^ 
anxious  to  engage  with  the  Sauks  and  Foxes.  '  r? 

"I  made  the  promise  authorized  to  the  Indians  of  subsistance, 
83 
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pay,  &c.,  and  toUi  them  that  their  families  shoiihl  be  supplied 
with  provisions  during  their  absence  from  home.  The  most  of  the 
families  of  the  warriors  hav*^  accompanied  them  thus  far,  to  tnko 
a  supply  of  provisions  home  with  the/n,  when  the  expedition  e-hall 
have  left  this  place.  It  is  dne  to  Mr.  Makhu  to  say,  tlmt  ho  has 
displayed  great  zeal  and  energy  in  eiJectiiig  the  object  of  our  visitj 
and  that  his  exertions  liad  the  eftVct  (  f  brir»ging  out  the  greatest 
possible  force  from  the  bands  we  have  ca'le  i  upon." 

Mr.  Burnett  greatly  desired  and  strongly  urged  Gen.  STRRErto 
allow  him  to  accompany  these  Indians  and  take  part  in  the  war. 
But  the  general  thought  his  services  were  medt^d  at  and  near  the 
agency,  and  therefore  dettlined  to  comply  wirh  the  reqne^. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Sanks  and  Foxes  retreated  from  the  Rock 
Kiver  to  the  Wisconsin,  taking  their  own  time  for  it  on  account  of 
the  slow  motion  of  Gen.  ATKrNSON.    Black  Hawk  is  said  to  l>ave 
remarked,  that  he  C(»uld  plant  and  raise  corn,  and  keep  out  <»f  the 
way  of  Atkinson.    Baton  the  Wisconsin,  the  wiley  chief  met  an- 
other and  unexpected  enemy  in  the  persons  of  GeT).  Dodge  and  his 
volunteers,  who  gave  the  Indians  battle,  and  routed  them,  "horse, 
foot  and  dragoons."    The  news  of  this  defeat  of  the  Indians  soon 
reached  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  it  was  thought  probable  that  if  the 
Sauks  and  Foxes  could  get  canoes  or  even  rafrs,  that  they  would 
attempt  to  escape  from  their  pursuers  by  descending  the  Wisconsin 
River.    To  prevent  this,  some  vt^lunteer  tro  >p8,  Mr.  Bl'rnktt 
among  others,  were  stationed  on  that  river  at  the  ferrj^  now  Bar- 
KETi's.    But  the  Indians  took  across  the  country  towards  B  id  Ax, 
The  success  of  Gen.  Dodge  at  the  Feckatonica,  led  to  thn  follow- 
ing expression  of  respect  trom  the  prominent  men  of  Prairie  dn 
Chien,  not  included  in  the  a' my,  addressed  to  him  July  Sd,  18H2  : 
"  Sir: — The  undersigned,  citizens  of  this  place,  have  witnessed, 
with  feelings  of  high  respect  and  admiration,  the  patriotic  exer- 
tioi.8  you  have  made  for  the  defence  of  our  frontier  against  the 
cruellies  of  savage  warfare.    Fully  appreciating  the  nature  aiid 
motives  of  the  bold  and  energetic  cour.^e  of  jor.r  c«»ndnct  in  be* 
half  of  our  suffering  country,  we  send  you  by  Capt.  Jab.  B.  Estes, 
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a  double-barrelled  gun,  which  we  hope  you  will  accept,  as  a 
small  testimony  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  we  hold  your 
character  as  an  officer  and  a  citizen."  Signed  by  J.  M.  Street, 
J.  P.  Burnett,  W.  M.  Hked,  II.  L.  Dousman,  Michael  Biiisbois, 
B.  W.  Brisbois,  Jean  Brunett  and  Joseph  Brisbois. 

As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained,  that  the  hostile  Indians  were 
wending  their  way  to  the  Mississippi,  north  of  this  place,  to  es- 
cape pursuit;  with  a  view  to  intercept  them  Gen.  Stricet,  July 
25th,  1832,  wrote  to  Mr.  Bdrnett:  "  Sir  : — You  will  proceed  up 
the  Mis^iss^ppi  to  the  Winnebagoes,  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles 
above  this  place,  and  inform  t'lem  of  Gen.  Dodge's  battle,  and  of 
the  crossing  of  the  Saiiks  to  the  north  side  of  the  Wisconsin,  and 
that  their  chiefs  Carramana  and  Decori'^'  are  here,  and  that  I 
want  all  of  the  Winnebagoes  to  come  down  with  you  immedi- 
ately ;  tell  them  it  is  the  wish  of  their  chiefs  also.  One  object  of 
this  is,  to  get  them  out  of  the  way,  with  their  canoes,  to  prevent 
their  crossing  the  Sauks  over  the  river.  Send  on  word,  if  you 
can,  to  the  npper  villages,  that  the  Sankshave  been  defeated,  and 
have  crossed  the  Wisconsin.  And  should  the  Winnebagoes  hesi- 
tate, tell  them  that  if  they  do  not  con}e,  I  will  not  pay  the  annu- 
ity to  any  who  refuse.  The  time  is  now  near  and  they  will  lose 
their  money.    Hasten  back  as  soon  as  possible." 

The  next  day,  July  26th,  Mr.  Buknktt  reported:  '*Sir: — In, 
obedit^nce  of  your  order  of  yesterday,  I  st^t  out  from  this  place  im 
a  baik  canoe  late  last  evening  to  visit  the  Winnebagoes,  supposed 
to  be  encamped  twenty  five  or  thirty  miles  above  P»  airie  du 
Chien.  This  morning  before  day  tlie  steamboat  EnUirpri^e^  with 
a  military  command,  came  by  my  encampment  and  took  myself 
and  crew  on  board.  Before  arriving  at  the  place  where  the  In» 
dians  had  been  encamped,  we  fonnd  that  they  had  been  gone  for 
several  days,  and  had  lemoved  some  distance  above.    We  there- 

*  Kay-kay-mac-nbe.  or  Waging  Turtle,,  to»ik  p^rt  with  the  Britifih  at  thf  battle  of  the  Tli«jn(^f,an4 
»t  ^lAT-K^C-K,■>y  mention  ha«  already  been  mad*'.  In  additidn  to  the  note  <*n  pagpe  178  ot  this  volum«g 
tre  cnn  state,  that  the  "jjrand  old  chief"  Day-Kad-RAT,  whose  ludiaa  name  was  SoHA-CMic-KA-S4g 
^t»d  on  the  Wiscocfiin  River,  April  20th,  1836,  in  his  90th  j  eax.  L.  C*  X>. 
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fore  continued  on  up  a  considerable  distance^  passing  several  ^ 
lodges  at  different  points  until  we  came  to  the  principal  camp,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river,  supposed  to  be  sixty  miles  above  Prairie 
du  Chien.  I  communicated  your  message  to  all  the  Indians  I  saw 
on  the  way,  who  readily  promised  to  obey  your  instructions. 

"  At  the  principal  camp,  I  found  Washington  Decori  with  a 
considerable  part  of  the  tribe  from  the  Wisconsin  and  Kickapoo 
rivers.  I  immediately  informed  them  of  your  request,  and  desired 
them  to  get  ready  as  soon  as  possible  and  go  to  the  agency.  They 
manifested  entire  willingness  to  do  so,  but  said  some  of  their 
party  were  out  hunting,  and  would  be  in  at  night,  for  whom  they 
wished  to  wait,  so  that  ail  might  come  together.  They  promised 
very  positively,  that  they  would  start  as  soon  as  the  hunters 
should  arrive,  and  would  certainly  see  you  by  the  middle  of  the 
afternoon  to  morrow.  After  some  conversation  about  their  start- 
ing this  evening,  and  their  still  objecting  to  do  so  until  the  hunt- 
ers came  in,  Lieut.  Abeecrombie  told  them,  that  he  would  wait 
until  sunset  for  them  to  get  ready ;  and  if  they  did  not  start  by 
that  time,  he  would  take  all  their  canoes,  and  bring  them  down 
with  the  steam-boat.  About  two  hours  after  this,  they  concluded 
to  start,  and  let  the  hunters  come  on  after  them ;  and  after  seeing 
all  the  canoes  move  off,  we  started  on  our  return,  and  reached  this 
place  at  9  o'clock  this  evening.  The  Indians  whom  I  saw,  will  be 
here  to-morrow  by  12  o'clock.  They  had  not  heard  of  the  battle 
on  the  Wisconsin,  but  appeared  to  be  highly  gratified  and  pleased 
at  the  news." 

The  next  day,  July  2Tth,  Gen.  Street  ordered  Mr.  Burnett  to 
"  proceed  with  Washington  Decori  to  La  Crosse,  and  such  other 
points  as  you  may  deem  important,  and  tell  the  Winnebagoes  I 
wish  to  see  them  at  the  agency.  I  wish  Win  ne-shick  certainly  to 
come.  Much  must  be  left  to  your  own  judgment  in  the  case.  The 
object  is  to  get  what  information  you  can  relative  to  the  Sauks 
and  Foxes,  and  to  draw  all  the  Winnebagoes  from  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, and  with  them  the  means  of  passing  the  river.  If  you 
can,  extend  the  news  to  the  Sioux." 
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The  following  day  Mr.  Burnett  reported  to  Gen.  Street  :  "  In 
obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday,  I  went  on  board  the  steamer  * 
JEhterjprise  last  evening,  and  started  for  La  Crosse.  We  arrived 
early  this  morning  at  the  entrance  of  the  lower  mouth  of 
Elack  Eiver,  and  found  the  Winnebagoes  encamped  on  tMe 
shore.  I  took  "We-kon  Decoki,  and  went  on  shore  immediately  to 
see  the  Indians.  I  found  the  One-Eyed  Decori  and  the  Little 
Thunder  at  the  lodges,  but  found  that  most  of  the  band  had  left 
the  village  sometime  since.  Win-ne-shick  and  Wau-mar-nar  sae, 
with  about  fifteen  men  and  their  families,  had  been  gone  near  a 
month  to  hunt,  and  dry  meat,  about  fifty  miles  up  La  Crosse  and 
Black  Kivers.  The  rest  of  the  band  were  in  the  camp.  I  told 
them  that  you  wished  to  see  them  immediately ;  that  the  Ameri- 
cans under  Gen.  Dodge  had  defeated  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  on  the 
Wisconsin,  and  after  killing  a  great  many  had  driven  them  across 
the  river ;  that  the  defeated  Indians  were  endeavoring  to  make 
their  escape  to  the  Mississippi  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  it,  and 
regaining  their  own  country ;  and  that  it  was  probable  they  would 
attempt  to  reach  that  point,  that  they  might  get  the  Winnebago 
canoes  to  cross  in,  and  that  they  must  get  away  from  that  place 
^•before  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  arrived. 

They  said  they  would  come  down  immediately  on  the  return 
of  the  absent  party;  that  they  were  afraid  of  the  Sauks,  and  did 
not  wish  to  leave  a  small  part  of  their  band  behind,  who  were  tob 
few  to  resist  if  they  \  d  meet  them.  I  then  told  them  to  send 
two  of  their  best  young  men  on  horseback,  to  bring  in  the  hunting 
party.  They  very  promptly  complied,  and  in  a  short  time  the 
young  men  were  mounted  and  on  their  way.  I  charged  the 
express  to  carry  to  the  absent  Indians  the  message  I  had  deliver- 
ed, and  to  tell  Win-ne-shick  especially,  that  his  presence  was  re- 
quired at  the  agency.  The  chiefs  present  told  me,  that  they 
thought  they  would  ail  be  here  certainly  in  six  days,  and  proba^ 
bly  sooner.  I  told  them  it  was  of  great  importance  to  them  to 
come  as  soon  as  possible,  and  bring  all  their  canoes  on  the  river; 
that  if  the  Sauks  should  come  to  that  point,  they  were  not  strong 


262 


enongh  to  prevent  them  from  taking  their  canoes  (if  they  did  not 
kill  them),  and  crossing  over  the  river;  that  should  they  effect  a 
passage  to  the  west  side  of  the  river,  at  any  point  above  this  place, 
within  their  country,  they  would  be  suspected  of  assisting  them, 
and  if  it  should  be  known  that  they  had  done  so,  they  would  lose 
their  annuities,  and  be  treated  as  allies  of  the  Sauks  and  Foxes. 
They  promised  to  start  for  this  place  on  the  return  of  the  absent 
party,  and  bring  all  their  canoes  with  them.  From  their  appar- 
ent anxiety,  I  think  they  will  be  here  in  three  or  four  days  at  the 
farthest,  though  they  said  it  might  be  six. 

The  Sioux  chief,  U Ark,  who  left  this  place  on  the  evening  of 
the  25th  inst.,  passed  Black  River  this  mornin  r  before  our  arrival, 
and  will  reach  his  people  with  the  news  (which  ho  received  from 
here)  to-day.  Having  done  all  we  could,  we  left  La  Cro&se  at  10 
A.  M.,  and  reached  this  place  at  3  P.  M.,"  making  90  miles  in 
five  hours. 

It  was  but  a  few  days  after  this,  the  2nd  of  August,  1832,  that 
Gen.  Atkinson  over-hauled  the  broken  fragments  of  Black  Hawk's 
army,  fatigued,  hungry,  and  dispirited,  and  attacked  them  on  the 
bottoms  of  the  Mississippi,  a  few  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Bad 
Ax  Eiver,  about  forty-five  miles  above  Prairie  du  Chien,  and 
totally  defeated  and  scattered  them.  Black  Hawk  succeeded  in 
crossing  the  river  by  some  means,  probably  on  a  raft  of  di  iftwood, 
but  was  soon  after  taken  prisoner  by  a  company  of  Winnebagoes. 
Mr.  Burnett  was  with  them  or  met  them  soon  after  the  capture^ 
to  whom  Black  Hawk  gave  a  piece  of  red  ribbon  which  was  tied 
to  his  hair.*  Thus  ended  the  most  fearful  Indian  war  that  has 
ever  occurred  on  the  soil  of  Wisconsin. 

We  have  noticed  before,  that  Mr.  Burnett  being  a  lawyer,  and 
having  but  a  small  salary,  one  not  equal  to  the  duties  performed, 
and  the  expen&es  of  the  place  in  which  he  lived,  claimed  the  right 
which  was  exercised  by  others  of  his  profession,  to  practice  at  the 
bar.    But  in  doing  so,  he  involved  himself  in  a  difficulty  with  aa 


*  This  )  iece  of  ribbon  is  now,  Jan.  18th,  1856,  in  my  poaseshion,  and  will,  with  tins  memoir,  be  sent  to 
^»  Stat«  Historical  Societj  for  preserration.  A.  Bt 
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ofiBcer  of  the  army,  which  was  not  settled  for  several  years.  The 
liffdir  itself  is  an  item  of  history  in  his  life  worthy  of  note,  but  it 
assumes  a  higher  degree  of  importance  in  this  connection  than 
mere  history,  because  it  in\rolve8  an  important  legal  question,  and 
possibly  will  cast  some  Ught  upon  the  rights,  privileges  and  duties 
of  public  agents,  as  to  whether  they  must  abandon  all  other  means 
of  support,  when  in  the  public  employ,  though  the  pay  therefor 
is  insutiicjieiit  for  their  support,  or  less  than  an  equivalent  for  the 
services  rendered. 

The  ground  wark  of  this  matter  was  laid  during  the  first  year 
of  his  agency,  1830,  but  was  suffered  to  slumber  till  1832,  and 
was  continued  under  advisement,  or  something  else,  until  1833. 
But  to  give  the  whole  matter  in  one  view,  I  shaU  here  place  it  in 
one  connection,  which  cannot  be  done  to  better  advantage  than 
by  Copying  8orne  of  the  proceedings.  On  the  3rd  of  November, 
1830,  C.ipt  II  B.  Masoji  preferred  the  following  charge  against 
Mr.  BaiiNCTT,  to  Gol.  Willoughby  Morgan,  who,  as  we  have  seen, 
liad  no  jurisdiction  or  control  over  the  agency  or  its  incumbents, 
it  being  a  seperate  and  distinct  branch  of  the  Government.  The 
Colonel,  as  we  have  already  seen,  was  at  this  date  commanding 
officer  of  the  garrisouy  not  of  the  Indian  Department : 

"Sir — I  beg  leave  to  state  to  you,  and  Request  that  you  will  lay 
the  ca^e  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  while  the  officers  of  the 
army  at  this  post  are  striving  to  prevent  drunkenness  among  the 
soldiers,  and  are  prosecuting  before  the  civil  courts  various  persons 
for  selling  spirituous  liquors  to  them  contrary  to  the  law  of  the 
Territory,  that  Mr.  BaaNETT,  the  Sub  Indian  Agent,  an  officer 
of  another  department  of  the  Government,  is  throwing  his  weight 
in  the  opposite  scale,  f.y  appearing  before  the  courts,  and  defend* 
ing  the  persons  who  thus  offend  against  the  laws,  and  who  have 
annoyed  us  so  much.  This  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Buenktt, 
is  the  more  surprising  as  his  duties  are  somewhat  connected  with 
the  military,  and  from  his  intercourse  with  the  garrison,  it  must 
be  known  to  him  how  exceedingly  we  are  annoyed  by  the  grog- 
shop keepers,  and  how  much  the  works  at  this  place  have  been 
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retarded  in  consequence  of  the  drunkenness  of  the  men.  The  Gov- 
ernment, I  presume,  in  giving  Mr.  BaRNitTT  the  appointment  of 
Sub-Indian  Agent,  and  sending  him  to  this  place  to  perform  the 
.  duties  of  that  office,  little  expected  that  he  would  be  aiding  the 
whiskej-sellers,  and  thereby  opposing  the  exertions  of  the  officers 
of  the  garrisoii  in  endeavoring  to  keep  their  men  sober." 

At  this  time,  Mr.  Burnett  was  absent  at  Fort  "Winnebago  on 
official  business,  and  had  no  knowledge  of  what  was  brewing,  un- 
til his  return,  about  the  first  of  December.  On  the  18th.  of  No- 
vember, while  Mr.  Burnett  was  still  absent,  Col'.  Mor<3-an,  without 
waiting  for  his  return,' or  giving  him  any  notice  of  the  complaint, 
wrote  to  Gren.  Street,  that  "A  communication  from  Capt.  Mason 
was  yesterday  forwarded  to  head  quarters  of  the  Western  Depart- 
ment, with  a  vi^w  to  be  transmitted  to  the  War  Department,  com- 
plaining of  the  course  taken  by  Mr.  Burnett,  your  Sub- Agent,  in 
defending  before  the  courts  here,  persons  accused  of  selling  spi- 
rituous liquors  without  license.  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  for- 
ward this  communication  in  obedience  to  -the  request  of  Captain 
Mason  ;  though  I  believe  Mr.  Burnett  in  the  course  complained 
of,  is  actuated  more  by  a  sense  of  duty  than  inclination.  I  ata 
certain  he  is  as  anxious  to  put  down  the  grog-shops,  which  have 
sprung  up  here  to  oui^  gi^at  annoyance,  as  .any  other  person.  He 
is  the  drafter  of  a  petition  to  prevent  the  sale  of  whiskey  to  sol- 
diers within  the  limits  of  this  county,  which  u  now  circulating 
for  signers.  Mr.  Burnett  being  absent,  is  the  reason  I  have  ad- 
dressed you  this  communication." 

On  the  30th  of  November,  Mr.  Burnett  having  returned  from 
Fort  AVinnebago,  Gen.  Street  wrote  him :  "  I  avail  myself  of  the 
earliest  moment  after  your  return  to  hand  you  the  enclosed  letter 
from  Col.  W.  Morgan  to  me.  Not  being  favored  with  Capt.  Ma» 
son's  complaint,  I  am  ignorant  of  the  particulars  objected  against 
you ;  yet  I  am  desirous  that  you  may  be  apprised  of  what  has 
been  doing  here,  during  your  short  absence,  with  a  view,  it  would 
seem,  to  operate  on  you  as  an  officer  of  the  Indian  Department. 
I  could  not  feel,  that  such  a  communication,  to  one  so  intimately 
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acqnainted  with  your  whol^  course  of  conduct  since  your  arrival 
here,  required  an  answer  ft?om'  Wte.  '  ^  ■  'i^i'* ' 

In  handing  orer  Col.  Moegan's  letter,  which  bears  date  l^bv. 
18th,  I  will  inform  you  that  there  is  evidently  a  mistake  in  the 
date.  On  the  19th  of  ISToveniber,  about  10  A.  M.,  I  was  in  Col. 
Mok&an's  quarters.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  received  a  com- 
plaint from  Col.  MAS03r  against  you  the  day  before,  the  18th,  and 
that  he  was'  about  to  write  you.  I  told  him  you  had  left  for  Fort 
Winnebago  two  days  previous'  (the  17th  ISTov.).  Col.  Morgan 
thein  said  he  would  address  me  on  the  subject  as  you  were  absent. 
I  replied,  *  it  will  be  useless,  as  I  cannot  get  a  letter  to  him  before 
he  retiirns.'  I  then  left  his  quarters.  On  the  next  day  I  received 
a  letter  on  other  business,  fr6m  him,  properly  dated  the  20th  No- 
vember, by  his  servant,  and  on  the  25th  November,  the  enclosed 
letter,  bearing  date  the  18th  November,  was  handed  to  my  son  in 
the  village.  The  mail  started  before  10  A.  M.,  on  the  19th,  and 
Col.  MoEGAiT  ^ays  iti  his  letter,  dkted  the  18th,  that  he  forwarded 
Capt.  Mason's  complaint  '  yesterday,'  which  would  have  mude 
the  departure  of  the  mail  the  17th,  instead  of  the  19th.  Conse- 
quently Col.  MoRGAK  must  have  written  this  letter  after  10  o'clock 
A.  M.,  on  the  19th  of  November.  The  date  I  presume  has  been 
a  mistake." 

Such  confusion:  in  dates,  casts  a  gloomy  appearance  on  the  mat- 
ter, and  tetids  to  ci'eate  suspicions  that  there  were  some  misgivings 
of  mirid  as  t6  the  pi^opriety  of  the  course  being  pursued.  First, 
on  the  19th  Noveiiibef,  Gen.  Street  was  in  Col.  Morgan's  quar- 
ters, when  the  Colonel  informed  the  General,  that  he  received 
Capt.  Mason's  complaint  against  Mr.  Burnett  the  day  lefore,  and 
yet  the' complainlt  ■  is  datgd '  November  3rd.  It  further  appears 
that  Mr.  Burnett  left  for  Fort  Winnebago  on  the  17th,  so  that  the 
complaint  of  Capt.  Mason  must  have  lain  in  his  hands  two  weeks 
after  it  was  written,  before  it  was  forwarded  to  Col.  Morgan,  and 
that  the  coraplamt  was  not  presented  to  the  Colonel  until  the 
day  Mr.  Burnett  left,  and  as  Mr.  Burnett  in  going  such  a  dis- 
tance thrbugh  the  then  wilderness,  would  start  early  in  the  morn- 
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ing,  the  complaint  was  not  probably* presented  till  after  his  depar- 
ture. And,  secondly,  it  Beems  that  Col.  Morgan  sent  off  the 
complaint  to  Head  Quarters  on  the  day  following  its  reception, 
Mr.  Bdrnett  yet  being  absent ;  and  yet  Col.  Mokgan  seems  to 
have  been  ignorant,  or  at  least  professes  to  have  been  so,  of  Mr. 
Burnett's  absence  from  the  place.  Thirdly,  in  the  midst  of  this 
delay  in  one  case,  hot  haste  is  seen  in  another,  and  confused  dates 
and  statements  in  the  whole  ;  all  casting  a  blur  over  the  proceed- 
ings as  an  honorable,  open-handed  matter.  We  can  but  notice 
the  want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  case,  for  Capt.  Mason  calls  Mr. 
Burnett  "an  officer  of  another  department  of  the  Government;" 
and  being  of  another  department,  he  was  not  responsible  to  tho 
military  officers.  A  military  officer,  or  a  citizen,  if  he  had  so 
wished,  could  have  preferred  charges  against  Mr.  Burnett  di- 
rectly to  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  through  the  Agent  and  Gener- 
al Superintendent,  which  would  have  been  the  usual  and  proper 
way  ;  but  to  complain  of  a  civil  officer  to  a  military/  one,  or  to 
arraign  a  civil  officer  before  a  military  tribunal,  is  in  violation  of 
the  spirit  of  our  American  institutions,  and  placing  the  civil  under 
the  control  of  the  military  pov/ere. 

On  the  first  of  December,  Mr.  Burnett  addressed  Capt.  Mason, 
requesting  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  which  being  furnished,  is 
placed  first  in  this  series.  From  this  letter  it  appears  that  Mr. 
Burnett  and  Capt.  Mason  had  conversed  on  this  subject  on 
the  third  of  November,  and  the  Captain  promised  a  copy  of  the 
complaint,  but  had  failed  to  furnish  it.  As  the  complaint  was 
written  at  the  time  of  its  date,  Nov.  3d,  it  is  strange  that  as  be- 
tween gentlemen,  the  Captain  should  neglect  to  give  a  copy  of  it 
as  he  had  promised,  and  keep  it  in  his  possession  for  iwo  weeks 
before  presenting  it  to  Col.  Morgan,  a,nd  then  to  present  it  after 
Mr.  Burnett's  departure  for  a  distant  post  on  official  duties. 

The  point  at  issue  was,  whether  Mr.  Burnett,  as  Sub-Indian 
Agent,  had  a  right  to  practice  law  in  any  case  where  an  officer  oi 
the  army  was  in  any  way  interested.  In  cases  before  alluded  to, 
in  which  the  United  States  were  interested,  through  their  agents, 
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he  defended  the  interest  of  the  Government,  and  after  a  long  de- 
lay, was  paid  his  fee  for  so  doing.  No  complaint  was  made  for 
this,  but  when  an  officer  of  the  army,  on  his  own  responsibility, 
has  brought  suit  against  citizens  for  selling  whiskey  without 
license,  because  soldiers  were  the"  purchasers  thereof,  for  defend- 
ing them  as  a  lawyer,  complaint  is  made.  To  prepare  for  the 
worst,  Mr.  Burnett  addressed  a  note  each  to  Gen.  Street,  Cul.  Mob- 
<>AN,  th%  Judges  and  Clerk  of  the  Court,  enquiring  as  to  his  con- 
duct in  his  professional  duties,  as  well  as  his  general  deportment 
in  his  official  course,  to  which  he  received  the  most  satisfactory 
and  flattering  answers. 

Gen.  Street,  under  date  of  Dec.  2d,  1832,  says  :  "I  received 
yours  of  to  day,  and  cannot  resist  the  opportunity  presented,  to 
assure  you  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  I  hold  you,  as  an  ami- 
able, intelligent  and  honorable  man  ;  and  most  cheerfnlly  do  I 
bear  testimony  to  the  correct,  prompt,  and  vigilant  discharge  of 
your  duties,  as  an  officer  of  the  Government.  As  the  Sub  Agent 
of  Indian  Alfairs  at  the  agency,  your  official  duties,  when  not  per- 
formed in  obedience  to  orders  emanating  directly  from  m^,  have 
mostly  passed  under  my  notice,  or  been  submitted  for  my  advice. 
The  duties  of  this  agency  have  been  greatly  increased  witiiin  the 
last  two  years,  by  wars  and  murders  among  the  adjacent  tribes, 
and  subsequent  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  to  pro- 
duce a  general  peace  amongst  all  the  Indian  Nations  on  this  fron- 
tier. The  reckless  course  of  one  of  the  nations  at  war,  in  having 
wantonly  killed  two  Indians  belonging  to  the  tribes  under  the 
care  of  this  agency,  as  well  as  the  assembling  of  the  council  at 
Prairie  du  Chien,  cast  upon  the  officers  of  this  agency  new  and 
additional  duties,  tedious,  difficult  and  laborious.  But  notwith- 
standing the  personal  inconvenience,  the  new  and  peculiar  duties 
you  were  thus  subjected  to,  they  were  performed  faithfully,  and  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
missioners. 

*^The  Indians  under  the  careW  this  agency,  have  been  fully  and 
completely  conciliated,  and  from  being  the  most  savage,  warlike 
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and  ferocious  on  the  northern  frontier,  have  become  the  most 
gentle  and  harmless.  Since  you  arrived  at  the  agency,  I  feel  a 
high  gratification  in  saying,  that  every  official  duty  has  been  dis- 
charged by  you  with  a  faithful  and  untiring  vigilance,  that  de- 
mands my  most  unqualified  approbation,  No  duty  has  been  neg- 
lected, or  attempted  to  be  evaded  from,  personal  indulgence,  or 
professional  pursuits  ;  but  a  peculiar  devotion  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  Government,  has  stamped  a  character  on  your  official 
course,  that  needs  only  to  be  examined,  to  be  appreciated  in  its 
proper  light.  l^Tor  have  your  labors  been  in  vain,  but  success 
has  crowned  them  "in  several  instances,  bearing  strong  testimony 
to  the  faithful  exercise  of  official  duty.  E-esiding  with  me  as  a 
,  member  of  my  family,  I  am  enabled  to  speak  of  you  more  fully 
as  a  private  friend  and  public  officer.  As  a  man,  I  have  found 
you  amiable,  friendly  and  decisive  ;  as  a  member  of  the  bar,  open, 
candid,  liberal,  independent  and  manly. 

"  In  regard  to  the  particular  matter  of  complaint,  as  made 
through  Col.  MoKGANj  if  I  rightly  comprehend  it,  Gapt.  Mason 
complains  of  your  successful  defence  of  citizens  charged  with 
having  spld  spirituous  liquors  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Michigan 
Territory,  not  for  any  exceptionable  management  or  sinister  in- 
trigue— this,  Gapt.  Mason  or  any  other  person,  I  presume,  would 
not  venture  to  attribute  to  you;  but  for  defending  them  as  a  law- 
yer. He  conceives,  I  understand,  that  in  accepting  the  office  of 
Sub  Indian  Agent,  you  had  deprived  yourself  of  the  privilege  of 
pursuing  your  profession  afl  a  lawyer,*or  at  least  of  defending  any 
citizen  charged  with  a  breach  of  the  laws.  In  this  I  can  only  re- 
mark, we  differ  widely  in  opinion.  You  early  applied  for  obtain- 
ing my  consent  to  practice  law,  unless  it  should  interfere  with 
your  official  duties.'  As  yet  no  such  interference  has  occurred. 

"  In  rdation  to  the  particular  complaint,  feeling  no  particular 
interest  in  attending  the  session  of  a  county  court  held  by  two  un- 
learned men,  I  was  in  the  house  only  a  few  minutes  during  the 
term.  From  what  I  saw,  and  the  subsequent  i^epresentations  of 
the  most  reputable  individuals,  I  feel  no  reluctance  in  declaring 
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that  your  course  as  ati  advocate,  was  polite  and  deferential,  though  ' 
uncompromising,  bold  and  energetic." 

CoL  Morgan,  Dec.  3d,  1830,  says  :  "In  answer  to  yours  of  yes- 
terday, I  have  the  honor  to  say  to  you,  that  your  course  at  the 
.  late  treaty  here,  and  since,  has  been  entirely  satifactory  to  me, 
both  as  it  respects  your  official  duties  and  private  deportment.  I 
have  not  heard  any  complaint  of  either.  The  point  in  controversy 
between  you  and  Capt.  Mason,  seems  to  be,  whether  you  have  a 
right  to  practice  your  profession,  or  not.  That  matter  can  easily 
be  adjusted  by  higher  authority.''  The  Judges,  Clerk,  and  Prose 
cuting  Attorney  all  testified  that  the  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Bur- 
nett in  the  cases  in  question,  as  well  as  generally,  "was  open, 
fair  and  honorable,  and  such  as  could  give  offence  to  no  man  what- 
ever," as  they  should  suppose. 

Mr.  Burnett  made  out  and  forwarded  to^  the  War  Department 
his  defence  against  these  charges,  with  the  letters  and  certificates 
alluded  to  above,  but  heard  no  more  from  them  till  near  two  years 
after.  In  the  meantime,  the  demeanor  of  Mr.  Burnett  towards 
Capt.  Mason  was  such,  as  to  show  the  contempt  he  felt  for  the 
course  pursued  by  him,  at  which  Mason  took  exceptions,  and  sent 
him  the  following  challenge,  dated  Jan.  9th,  1831 :  "Sir, — I  pre- 
sume from  your  manner  on  Sunday  last,  when  1  met  you  at  Mr. 
Bbisbois',  that  you  feel  yourself  injured  or  aggrieved  by  some  con- 
duct of  mine ;  if  so,  it  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  giro  you  honor- 
able satisfaction,  at  any  time  you  think  proper  to  call  for  it.  You 
cannot,  of  course,  mistake  my  meaning." 

Were  it  not  for  the  last  sentence  in  the  above,  it  might  be  easily 
construed  to  mean  the  "  amende  honor  able  such  as  ought  to  be 
rendered  by  one  gentleman  to  another.  But  this  diplomatic 
double  meaning  so  plainly  shows  its  murderous  intent  in  the  last 
sentence,  that  no  mistake  could  be  made.  But  to  the  honor  of 
Mr.  Burnett,  he  treated  the  challenge,  as  every  man  of  high  moral 
courage  will — with  silent  contempt. 

Hearing  nothing  from  the  complaint  for  nearly  a  year,  Mr. 
Burnett  wrote  to  his  friend,  Hon.  W.  T.  Barry,  to  ascertain  the 
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result ;  in  answer  to  which  he  was  informed,  that  no  charges  had 
been  preferred  against  him,  though  his  answer  to  the  charges  had 
been  nearly  a  year  in  the  office  of  Indian  Aff  iirs.  Ilere  the  mat- 
ter rested,  in  statu  quo^  and  probably  {won Id  have  remained  80> 
the  officer  to  whom  it  was  sent  at  Head  QnarferB,"  most  likely 
thinking  the  matter  unworthy  of  notice;  but  Capt  Mason  would 
not  yield  the  point  so  easily,  and  accordingly  on  the  8.h  of  Jnly^ 
1832,  wrote  from  St.  Louis  to  Maj<»r  John  Garland,  then  at  Wa^h- 
ingtun,  to  have  a  talk  with  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject.*' 
And  Mr.  Garland,  himself  having  some  private  pi^ne  at  Mr. 
Burnett,  appears  to  have  been  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  dj  him 
an  injury  ;  and  accordingly  on  the  Slstof  July,  ib32,  wrote  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  endorsing  Capt.  Mason's  letter  to  him^ 
which  greatly  enlarged  the  complaint,  affit  ming  that  the  charges 
were  true,  and  urging  that  they  might  be  investigated.  UpOD 
this,  Mr.  RoBB,  Acting  Sec/etary  of  War,  wrote  to  Gen.  ClarKj 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs.  It  seems  that  the  original 
complaint  was  entirely  lost,  not  having  reached  the  War  Depart- 
ment, being  most  probably  deemed  unworthy  of  notice.  Butnow 
Major  Garland's  urging  the  investigation  so  earnestly,  and  yet 
leaving  nothing  to  go  upr)n  but  the  letter  of  Capt.  Mason,  the 
Major  added  what  was  not  true,  that  the  work  on  the  new  gar- 
risoti  was  retarded  by  the  drunkenness  of  the  soldiers,  which 
drufikenness  occurred  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Burnett's  defending 
the  whiskey  sellers." 

The  Complaint  was  now  made  in  fact  de  novo,  this  being  the 
first  knowledge  of  the  matter  at  the  War  Department,  and  Mr, 
EoBB  gave  it  its  proper  direction  by  sending  it  to  the  Superintend 
dent  of  Iridian  Affairs,  who  in  turn  sent  it  to  Gen.  Stiikkt  Tor 
investigation,  nearly  two  years  afrer  the  cause  of  complaint  had 
occuned.  No  evidence  was  presented  to  sustain  the  complaint, 
except  the  bare  assertions  of  Capt.  Mason  and  Mnjiir  Gaklano, 
h(>\\i  ex  parte  ;  and  in  reply  to  tliese,  had  been  tiled  in  tlie  <,ffice  the 
letters  and  certificates  heretofore  mentioned.  Mr.  Burnkit  did 
not  deny  the  defending  of  ihote  who  were  prosecuted  lor  etliing 
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liquor  without  license,  but  denied  that  his  holding  the  office  of 
Sab-Indian  Agent  cut  him  off  from  his  professional  privileges, 
and  he  denied  that  his  defending  those  men  was  the  cause  of  the 
drunkenness  of  the  so'diers,  or  that  the  work  of  the  garrison  was 
retarded  on  that  account.  The  defence  of  Mr.  Burnett,  addressed 
to  Gen.  Street,  is  lengthy,  but  as  it  gives  items  in  his  history  of 
which  we  have  no  other  means  of  knowing,  and  at  the  same  time 
embodies  an  able  legal  argument  and  defence,  with  a  correct 
history  of  the  case,  it  is  given  here  entire  : 

"Sir: — In  the  investigation  which  you  are  making,  under 
the  orders  of  the  Department  of  War,  of  the  charges  against  me 
GS  Sub  Indian  Agent  {  referred  by  Capt.  Mapox,  Nov.  3d,  1830, 
and  in  his  letter  to  Major  Garland  of  the  8th  of  July  last,  and 
Mcijor  Garland's  letter  to  the  acting  Secretary  of  War  of  the  31st 
of  July  last,  endorsing  the  charges,  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully 
to  submit  the  fjllowing  response  : 

Before  going  into  a  particular  examination  of  the  case,  I  will 
say,  without  hesitation  or  fear  of  contradiction,  and  challenge  a 
reference  to  all  or  any  who  have  been  acquainted  with  me  in  pub- 
lic or  private,  from  my  b(^yhood  to  the  present  time ;  that  to  those 
who  have  known,  and  understood  my  conduct,  official  or  other- 
wise, and  who  have  no  personal  feeling  to  gratify,  it  needs  not  the 
formal  ceremony  of  an  investigation,  and  the  production  of  testi- 
mony, to  satisfy  them  of  its  general  correctness,  and  of  my  dispo-  ' 
tion  faithfully  to  discharge  any  duty  with  which  I  may  be  charg- 
ed. In  this  case  I  am  higijly  gjatitied  that  after  so  tedious  a  de- 
lay since  the  origin  of  the  charges,  an  investigation  has  taken  place 
that  will  Iny  the  whole  truth  of  the  matter  before  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary, confident  that  when  he  knows  the  whole  truth,  a  correct  de- 
cision will  be  given. 

"  The  appointment  of  Sub  Indian  Agent  was  given  rae  on  the 
15th  of  Oct.,  1829,  and  although  the  salary  is  a  mere  pittance,  it 
was  accepttd  in  consideration  of  recent  misfortunes, and  with  the 
•    expectation  of  being  ab  e  to  render  a  situation  in  this  country  ul- 
timately advantageous.    On  the  night  of  the  2nd  of  that  month, 
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I  was  badly  crippled  by  the  falling  of  the  wall  of  ^  burning  house 
in  Paris,  Ky.,  from  which  I  shall  never  entirely  recover,  and  so 
great  was  the  injury  received,  that  my  life  was  despaired  of.  This  ,  , 
too  was  the  result  of  my  exertions  to  save  the  property  of  my  fel- 
low citizens,  when  the  whole  town  was  threatened  with  immediate 
destruction,  and  where  I  had  not  a  dollar  in  jeopardy  from  thp 
flames.  It  was  upwards  of  seven  months  before  I  was  able  to  re- 
sume my  business,  which  was  now  broken  up  from  my  protracted 
inability  to  attend  to  it.  I  might  perhaps  in  time  have  regained  it, 
but  the  necessity  produced  by  my  misfortune  required  an  imme-  j 
diate  supply  of  means,  and  within  five  days  after  I  could  walk 
,    without  a  crutch,  I  started  for  this  place. 

"  Upon  my  arrival  here,  you  were  so  fully  sensible  of  the  in- 
adequacy of  my  salary  to  the  services  to  be  performed,  that  I  re-  . 
ceived  your  cordial  consent  to  pursue  the  practice  of  my  profes-  j 
sion,  when  public  duty  did  not  require  my  attention.  I  have 
continued  to  do  so,  under  the  sanction  of  that  permission,  until 
the  present  period,  at  no  time  neglecting,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
any  official  duty  which  devolved  upon  me.  In  this  way,  I  have 
been  able  to  render  the  office  acceptable,  which  could  not  have 
been  so  from  the  salary  alone. 

"  Thie  first  term  of  the  County  Court  of  this  county,  after  my 
arrival^  com.menced  the  1st  day  of  November,  1830.    At  that 
term  the  grand  jury  found  bills  against  Samuel  Gbiffin,  a  licensed  , 
tavern-keeper,  for  selling  spirituous  liquors  on  Sunday;  against,  ^ 
Chaeles  La  Pointe,  jun.,  and  several  others,  for  selling  in  less  ^ 
quantities  than  one  quart,  without  licenses ;  and  against  Johk 
Dowling;  a  licensed  tavern-keeper,  for  keeping  a  disorderly  house. 
.    In  the  most  of  these  cases,  if  not  all,  I  believe  that  Oapt.  Mason 
was  the  prosecutor.    There  was  no  attorney  attending  the  court, 
except  Mr.  Dallum,  the  Prosecuting  Attorney,  and  myself.    I  was 
employed  by  Geiffin  and  Dowling  to  defend  them,  and  the 
court  assigned  me  as  counsel  for  La  Pointe,  in  consideration  of 
his  circumstances.    These  were  all  the  prosecutions  that  I  defend- 
ed  at  that  or  any  other  term  of  the  court,  and  I  have  never  been 


273 


concerned  in  any  way,  in  the  defence  of  any  other  prosecutions 
of  the  kind  before  any  tribunal  in  this  county,  except  a  single 
case  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  near  a  year  afterwards. 

"  There  was  nothing  in  any  of  these  indictments,  or  in  the 
proof  upon  the  trials,  which  rendered  my  appearance  in  the  cases 
incompatible  with  my  duties  as  an  agent  of  the  government. — 
They  were  charges  of  simple  offences  against  the  laws  of  the 
Territory,  without  the  remotest  connection  with  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  order  or  usage  of  the  Department,  to  which 
I  am  attached.  It  is  true,  that  Capt.  Mason  attended  the  court 
dailj ,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  poor  and  ignorant  inhab- 
itants of  the  place,  with  a  host  (as  he  would  probably  say)  of  sol- 
diers attending  his  call  as  witnesses,  aided  by  the  vigilance  and 
faithful  attention  of  the  Prosecuting  Attorney  ;  and  that  in  most, 
if  not  all,  of  the  cases,  it  came  out  in  proof  upon  the  trial,  that 
some  soldier  had  participated  in  the  act  for  which  the  defendant 
was  prosecuted.  But  I  know  of  no  law,  I  understand  no  duty, 
which  will  require  me  to  keep  silence  in  a  court  of  justice,  be- 
cause Capt.  Mason  or  any  other  officer  of  the  army  may  think 
proper  to  come  forward  and  charge  a  citizen  with  an  offence 
against  the  laws  of  the  country,  wholly,  disconnected  with  my 
official  station. 

"  The  first  intimation  that  I  received,  that  the  slightest  excep* 
tions  were  taken  to  my  conduct  in  this  matter,  was  on  the  evening 
of  the  third  day  of  the  court,  after  adjournment,  when  Capt.  Ma- 
son showed  me  his  communication  to  Col.  Morgan  of  that  date, 
Nov.  3rd,  1830,  which  he  did,  as  he  said,  to  satisfy  me  that  he  had 
no  personal  feeling.  I  thought  it  strange  that  any  one,  who  com- 
prehended my  duties,  should  entertain  the  views  of  the  subject 
which  he  expressed,  and  requested  him  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy 
of  his  communication,  which  he  promised  to  do  on  the  next  day. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  court  on  the  next  day,  I  called  on  him  for 
the  promised  copy,  and  he  promised  it  that  day.  That  was  the 
last  I  heard  from  him  on  the  subject  for  several  weeks.  I  left  for 
Foyk  Winnebago  on  the  ITth,  under  the  impression  that  the 
35 


274 


charges  had  been  abandoned,  as  a  copy  had  not  been  furnished, 
and  as  Col.  Morgan  had  told  me  that  he  did  not  agree  with  Oapt. 
Mason  upon  the  subject.  On  my  return,  I  was  surprised  to  learn 
that  the  charges  had  been  preferred,  and  forwarded  to  the  Depart- 
ment.. I  obtained  from  my  accuser,  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  nearly 
a  month  after  it  had  been  promised,  and  two  weeks  after  it  had 
been  forwarded,  in  my  absence. 

"  I  lost  no  time  in  preparing  and  forwarding  ray  defence  to 
Washington.  I  also  sent  a  copy  of  the  charges,  lest  they  should  ' 
be  lost  on  the  way.  I  heard  no  more  of  the  matter,  till  I  visited 
Washington  in  December,  1831,  when  I  found  that  no  charges 
had  been  filed  in  the  ofiice  against  me.  I  remained  in  Washing- 
ton till  the  20th  of  February,  1832,  and  during  a  portion  of  my 
stay,  Major  Garland  was  in  the  city ;  yet  while  I  was  there,  and 
my  defence  supported  by  documents  not  to  be  refuted,  and  on  file 
in  the  Indian  Office,  no  move  was  made  against  me  in  the  case; 
and  a  few  days  before  I  left  the  city,  I  withdrew  my  defence,  con- 
sidering it  unnecessarily  there. 

"  Capt.  Mason,  I  believe,  visited  Washington  in  the  spring,  but 
took  no  steps  to  call  up  the  investigation  while  there ;  but  on  his 
return  to  the  frontier,  he  wrote  from  St.  Louis  to  Major  Garland, 
to  revive  the  matter.  This  brought  the  matter  before  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  July  31st,  1832,  for  the  first  time.  This  revival  of 
the  matter,  it  will  be  recollected,  after  so  long  a  time  had  elapsed, 
and  opportunities,  for  a  full  and  fair  investigation  had  passed, 
took  place  when  the  Indian  war  was  raging  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
place,  and  the  whole  of  both  your  time  and  mine  was  incessantly 
engaged,  often  in  the  night  as  well  as  in  the  day,  in  the  discharge 
of  paramount  public  duties ;  while  Major  Garland,  snugly  seated 
in  his  Bureau^  could  manage  the  charges,  secure  from  the  dan- 
gers or  toils  incident  to  a  frontier  station. 

"From  a  subsequent  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary,  of  the 
26th  of  September,  1832,  it  appears  that  the  original  communica- 
tion of  Capt.  Mason  to  Col.  Morgan,  has  at  length  made  its  ap- 
pearance at  the  Department,  and  the  charges  therein  contained 
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can  now  be  met.  This  I  shall  do  fully  and  fairly  ;  and  while  I 
shall  endeavor  to  correct  any  unjust  inferences  which  may  possi- 
bly be  drawn  from  the  very  general  nature  of  his  statements,  I 
shall  not  deny,  evade  or  palliate  any  thing  that  I  have  done. 

"  It  will  be  perceived,  that  Capt.  Mason  does  not  charge  me 
with  a  breach  of  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  Terri- 
tory ;  he  does  not  charge  me  with  disobedience  of  any  order  or 
instruction  emanating  from  any  authority  I  was  bound  to  obey; 
he  does  not  charge  me  with  a  breach  of  any  custom  or  usage  of 
the  Department ;  nor  does  he  charge  me  with  any  mal-practices 
in  my  profession.  It  is  not  pretended  that  any  act  of  this  kind 
has  occurred.  He  makes  a  general  charge,  that  cannot  be  referred 
to  any  law  or  precedent,  order  or  custom,  with  which  I  am  ac- 
quainted, for  decision.  He  says  only,  'Hhat  whilst  the  officers  of 
"  the  army  at  this  post,  are  striving  to  prevent  drunkenness  among 
"  the  soldiers,  and  are  prosecuting,  before  the  civil  courts,  various 
"persons  for  selling  spirituous  liquors  to  the  soldiers,  contrary  to 
"  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  that  Mr.  Buenett,  Sub-Indian  Agentj 
"  an  officer  of  another  department  of  the  Government,  is  throwing 
"  his  weight  in  the  opposite  scale,  by  appearing  before  the  courts, 
"  and  defending  the  persons  who  thus  offend  against  the  law,  and 
"  who  have  annoyed  us  so  much."  He  concludes  with  a  general 
charge  of  aiding  the  whishey'Sellers^  and  thereby  opposing  the 
exertions  of  the  officers  of  the  garrison  in  endeavoring  to  keep  the 
men  sober. 

"  When  the  facts  upon  which  the  charge  is  founded  are  under- 
stood, it  amounts  simply  to  the  question — have  I  a  right,  holding 
the  appointment  of  Sub-Indian  Agent,  to  practice  the  profession 
of  the  law  ?  This  is  the  view  which  Col.  MoRaAN  took  of  the  sub- 
ject at  the  time,  and  gave  it  as  his  decided  opinion  that  I  had  the 
right.  Capt.  Mason  represents  that  the  prosecutions  were  ''for 
selling  spirituous  liquors  to  the  soldiers  contrary  to  a  law  of  the 
Territory^  Now  the  truth  is,  there  was  no  law  of  the  Territory 
in  existence  at  that  time,  which  prohibited  the  selling  of  spiritu- 
ous liquors  to  soldiers  any  more  than  to  other  persons,  as  a  refer- 
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ence  to  the  statutes  then  in  force  will  prove.  Capt.  Mason  was 
himself  the  individual  and  only  prosecutor  in  the  cases  in  ques- 
tion ;  no  other  officers  of  tlie  army  at  this  post  were  known  to  me 
in  that  attitude,  nor  do  the  records  of  the  court  show  it.  The  whole 
of  my  practice,  which  he  considers  a  breach  of  my  public  duty, 
took  place  in  the  Crawford  county  court,  and  at  one  term  only  of 
the  court,  and  not  before  the  civil  courts  of  the  country  ^  and  the 
various  persons  whom  I  had  defended  at  that  time,  consisted  of 
two  individuals  only,  Geiffin  and  La  Pointe,  and  to  one  of  them, 
La  Pointe,  the  court  assigned  me  as  counsel.  The  indictment 
against  Gkiffin,  charged  him  as  an  inn-keeper,  with  selling  differ- 
ent liquors  on  Sunday,  to  divers  persons,  whose  names  were  un- 
known to  the  grand  jury,  the  selling  on  that  particular  day  being 
made  an  offence  in  a  tavern-keeper  by  the  laws  of  the  Territory. 
The  indictment  against  La  Pointe  was  for  selling  spirituous  liquors 
without  a  license ;  and  that  against  Dowling  was  for  "  keeping  a 
disorderly  house."  In  neither  indictment  was  a  word  said  about 
"selling  to  soldiers."  Bowling's  case  came  on  the  day  after  the 
charge  was  made  out,  the  4:th,  so  that  Geiffin  and  La  Pcintb 
were  the  only  ones  whom  I  had  defended  at  the  date  of  the  com- 
plaint. Capt.  Mason  makes  a  further  general  charge  of  defeating 
the  expectations  of  the  Government,  in  conferring  upon  me  the 
small  office  which  I  hold,  and  with  aiding  the  whiskey-sellers, 

"How  far  I  may  have  fulfilled,  in  the  discharge  of  my  public 
duties,  all  reasonable  expectations  of  the  Government  or  citizens, 
I  shall  not  pretend  to  say.  I  leave  that  for  you  to  decide,  because 
all  my  official  acts,  both  before  and  since  these  charges,  have  been 
made  under  your  own  observation,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied, 
that  you  would  not  have  sanctioned,  or  tolerated  in  me  a  course, 
that 'could  be  construed  into  a  dereliction  of  duty.  As  to  the 
charge  of  aiding  the  whiskey-sellers,  a  criminal  law  advocate  who 
had  defended  one  on  his  trial  for  murder,  could  with  as  much 
justice,  truth  and  propriety,  be  charged  with  being  the  aider  of 
the  murder.    It  was  evident  in  all  these  cases,  that  they  did  not 
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involve,  in  any  way,  our  Indian  relations.  If  they  had  ;  if  Indi- 
ans had  obtained  the  liquor,  or  had  they  been  riotous  in  Bowling's 
house,  I  should  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  them,  or  either  of 
them.  To  know  this  for  a  certainty,  I  enquired  of  the  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  if  any  testimony  connecting  either  case  with  the  Indi- 
ans or  Indian  affairs,  had  been,  or  would  be  presented.  EEe  said 
there  would  not. 

"It  has  been  before  stated,  that  Mr.  Dallum,  the  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  and  myself  were  the  only  members  of  the  bar  in  atten- 
dance at  that  term  of  the  court.  It  would  therefore  seem  to  have 
been  the  wish  of  Capt.  Mason,  that  those  whom  he  saw  fit  to 
prosecute,  should  not  have  the  benefit  of  counsel  to  defend  them.. 
But  the  Constitution  of  the  country  guarantees  to  every  one  ac^ 
cused,  the  right  of  counsel  to  defend  him.  The  people  of  this, 
place,  however  poor  and  ignorant,  have  not  forfeited  their  consti- 
tutional privileges.  This  is  their  right,  as  well  as  the  highest  in 
the  land.  I  do  not  pretend  that  the  absence  of  all  other  attorneys 
from  the  court,  or  even  the  assignment  of  myself  by  the  court  as 
counsel,  would  have  justified  me  in  a  positive  breach  of  duty.  I 
do  not  expect  or  wish  to  shelter  myself  under  any  such  plea. 
But  I  do  contend,  that  when  law,  order,  regulations,  customs  and 
instructions  are  all  silent  upon  the  subject ;  or,  so  far  as  they  do 
exist,  favor  the  exercise  of  my  profession  in  the  manner  that  it 
was  exercised,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  form  a  strong 
reason  why  I  should  act  as  I  did. 

"In  support  of  the  facts  herein  above  stated,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  documents  which  I  once  before  forwarded  to  the.  De- 
partment upon  the  same  subject,  and  which  were  on  file  there 
about  fourteen  months.  The  testimony  here  offered,  will  sustain 
every  material  fact  I  have  stated,  and  is  of  a  character  not  to  be 
refuted." 

Capt.  Mason,  in  his  letter  to  Major  Garland  of  July  8th,  1832, 
attempts  to  implicate  the  character  of  the  Judges  and  Clerk,  as 
being  notorious  whisTcey -sellers^  thereby  to  destroy  the  force  of 
their  testimony  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case.    Mr.  Burnett's  re- 
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sponse  to  this,  is  omitted  as  unnecessary  to  the  question  at  issue. 
But  it  shows  the  desperate  means  retorted  to  by  Capt.  Mason,  to 
gratify  personal  revenge,  because  he  could  not  accomplish  his 
wishes  in  the  premises.  Both  Capt.  Mason  and  Major  Gael  Am) 
aflSrm  things  in  their  charges  which  are  proved  not  to  be  true,  in 
the  response,  but  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  copy. 

The  determined  and  dogged  zeal  with  which  the  two  officers  of 
the  army  followed  Mr.  Burnett  in  this  matter,  might  have  been 
commendable  in  a  cause  demanding  it ;  but  to  follow  a  man  of 
Mr.  Burnett's  known  reputation,  on  a  charge  of  so  trifling  and 
unfounded  a  nature,  evinces  a  degree  of  venom  not  at  all  com- 
mendable in  any  man.  !N"or  is  it  at  all  agreeble  to  the  fine  feel- 
ings of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Burnett,  to  be  thus  prosecuted  from 
year  to  year,  with  no  other  cause  for  it  than  the  revengeful  feel- 
ings of  disappointed,  pride  of  opinion.  But  the  end  of  the  matter 
is  not  yet. 

On  the  16th  of  Feb.,  1833,  Elbert  Herring,  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  wrote  Mr.  Burnett  as  follows  :  "  The  charges  pre- 
ferred against  you  by  Capt.  Mason,  your  reply  and  the  document- 
ary evidence,  have  been  referred  to  this  ofiice  for  examination 
and  report.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  •War  to  inform 
you,  that  he  acknowledges  with  much  pleasure,  the  excellence  of 
your  character,  and  the  ability  and  zeal  manifested  in  the  dis- 
charge of  your  duties  as  Sub-Agent,  and  though  he  disclaims  all 
inclination  and  right  to  interfere  with  the  fair  exercise  of  your 
professional  talents,  he  expects  and  must  insist  upon  a  cordial  co- 
operation in  the  officers  of  the  Government,  to  enforce  the  laws, 
and  punish  offenders.  He  cannot  perceive  that  co-operation,  where 
an  officer  of  Government  appears  as  the  public  apologist  or  de- 
fender of  the  violators  of  the  law.  .  Taking  it  for  granted,  that  the 
cases  defended  by  you  did  not  occur  in  the  Indian  country,  and 
that  strictly  speaking,  they  had  no  relation  to  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, still  your  defence  of  them  has  been  productive  of  unplea- 
sant consequences.  Collision  has  taken  place  between  yourself 
and  some  officers  of  the  army ;  and  instead  of  harmonious  action 
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to  promote  the  policy  of  the  Grovernment,  crimination  and  re-crim- 
ination have  been  resorted  to,  weakening  its  influence  and  resist- 
ing its  operation. 

"  The  practice,  therefore,  of  publicly  defending  persons  accused 
of  unlawfully  introducing,  vending  or  using  ardent  spirits,  is  con- 
sidered inconsistent  with  your  duty  as  Sub-Agent,  and  it  is  confi- 
dently trusted,  that  this  intimation  from  the  Department  will  pre- 
vent a  repetition  of  the  practice." 

To  this  decision  Mr.  Burnett  took  decided  exceptions,  and  re- 
monstrated in  the  following  letter,  addressed  to  Mr.  Commissioner 
Herring,  dated  April  16th,  1833,  to  which  he  received  no  an- 
swer ; 

*^Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  16th  of  February,  communicating  to  me  the  decision 
given  at  the  Dej^artment,  upon  the  charges  preferred  against  me 
by  Capt.  Mason.  It  is  with  much  regret,  that  I  perceive  in  that 
letter,  what  seems  to  me  to  be  an  indirect  censure  upon  the 
transaction  which  had  been  made  the  subject  of  complaint,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  restrictive  rule  for  the  future  government 
of  my  official  conduct.  I  had  flattered  myself,  that  I  had  shown 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Department,  by  the  testimony  of  those 
who  were  best  acquainted  with  my  acts,  both  public  and  private, 
and  a  reference  to  the  only  authorities  to  which  I  had  ever  been 
directed  to  look  for  the  definition  and  regulation  of  my  duties, 
that  I  had,  in  every  instance,  performed  everything  that  could 
reasonably  have  been  required  of  a  Sub -Agent  for  Indian  Affairs. 
And  I  expected,  that  if  I  were  mistaken  in  this  supposition,  and 
it  should  be  considered  by  the  Honorable  Secretary,  that  I  had 
violated  any  rule  of  public  duty,  a  direct  decision  to  that  effect 
would  be  given.  A  charge  had  been  made  against  me.  I  had 
responded  to  it,  and  the  cause  was  submitted,  upon  testimony,  to 
the  proper  authority  for  decision.  Either  the  complainant  or  the 
respondent  was  wrong  in  the  position  assumed,  and  I  wished  to 
know  which ;  and  I  humbly  conceive,  that  I  was  justifiable  in 
expecting  a  decision  upon  the  issue.    This  I  have  not  been  able 
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to  perceive  in  the  communication  which  you  have  addressed  to 
me. 

The  information  given  in  your  letter,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
oflScers  of  the  army,  and  that  it  is  a  duty  in  which  the  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  must  co-operate,  to  become  informers  and 
prosecutors  under  the  municipal  code  of  a  State  or  Territory,  is 
the  first  that  I  have  ever  received  of  the  existence  and  concur- 
rence of  such  a  duty.  The  principle  may  be  one  that  has  hereto- 
fore been  practiced  upon,  but  I  have  looked  in  vain  for  a  prece- 
dent. It  is  possible,  that  the  circumscribed  sphere  of  my  public 
acts,  and  my  limited  knowledge  of  the  practical  operations  of 
Government,  have  kept  me  in  ignorance  of  a  rule  of  official  duty, 
so  important  in  its  application  to  the  conduct  of  public  officers. — 
It  had  been  my  opinion,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 
that  the  civil  departments  of  the  Government,  either  general  or 
local,  were  provided  with  sufficient  and  competent  officers  to  ad- 
minister the  laws  of  the  country,  and  that  in  that  administration, 
the  only  legitimate  duty  resting  upon  the  military  department 
was,  to  aid  the  civil  authorities  when  they  should  be  found  too 
weak  to  execute  them.  If  in  forming  this  opinion,  I  had  been  led 
into  error,  I  trust  that  it  will  be  perceived,  that  it  is  an  error  into 
which  any  one,  with  the  lights  before  him,  that  I  have  received, 
would  most  likely  have  fallen ;  especially  when  it  is  borne  in  mind, 
that  a  different  principle  of  duty  is  essentially  variant  from  all  ob- 
vious purposes,  for  the  organization  of  either  the  Army  or  Indian 
Department,  or  any  published  regulations  for  the  government  of 
either.  If  the  converse  of  the  opinion  which  I  had  formed  upon 
this  subject,  be  correct,  I  would  suggest  the  extremely  unpleas- 
ant situation  in  which  I  should  be  placed,  should  it  be  required  of 
me,  as  an  act  of  duty,  to  co-operate  with  an  officer  of  the  Army  in 
the  prosecution  of  any  citizen,  for  an  alleged  petty  offence 
against  the  municipal  laws  of  the  Territory,  in  a  case  where  it 
should  be  known,  that  the  prosecution  originated  in  malice  or  ig- 
norance, passion  or  prejudice.  The  officers  of  the  army  are  men, 
and  being  men,  they  are  subject  as  others,  to  the  influence  of  the 
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passions,  prejudices  and  weaknesses  of  humanity,  of  which  ifc 
would  not  be  difficult  to  furnish  examples.  In  making  this  state- 
ment, I  mean  no  disrespect  to  the  military.  There  is  no  one  who 
holds  that  honorable  profession  in  higher  estimation  than  myself, 
or  who  is  more  sensible  of  the  many  brilliant  examples  of  wortt 
and  talent  of  which  the  army  of  our  country  can  boast.  I  only 
state  a  self  evident  fact,  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  subject. 

You  observe,  that  the  Honorable  Secretary  cannot  perceive  the 
necessary  co-operation,  "  when  an  officer  of  the  Government  ap- 
pears as  the  public  apologist  or  defender  of  the  violators  of  the 
law."  Pardon  me,  Sir,  for  I  must  say,  that  I  have  never  in  all 
my  life  appeared  as  either  the  publio  or  private  apologist  of  the 
violators  of  the  law.  The  distinction,  in  all  common  parlance,  be- 
tween an  apology  and  a  legal  defence,  is  too  obvious  to  a  mind  of 
philosophical  reflection  or  legal  attainments,  to  require  illustra- 
tion. An  honest  man  may  scorn  to  be  concerned  in  the  one,  while 
he  may  undertake  the  other  according  to  every  principle  of  honor, 
Tirtue  and  morality. 

You  say  to  me,  "taking  it  for  granted  tli at  'Ite  cases  defended 
by  you,  did  not  occur  in  the  Indian  country,  and  that,  strictly 
speaking,  they  had  no  relation  to  the  Indian  Department,  still 
your  defence  of  them  has  been  productive  of  unpleasant  conse- 
quences." Again,  Sir,  I  must  beg  your  indulgence.  I  cannot 
perceive  that  it  is  at  all  r.ecessary,  that  a  proposition  should  be 
granted,  the  verity  of  which  is  demonstrated  by  the  history  and 
legislation  of  the  country,  and  by  testimony  which  cannot  be  con- 
troverted. The  legal  character  of  the  country  where  acts  referred 
to  transpired,  is  established  by  the  history  and  legislation  of  the 
Government.  The  precise  nature  of  the  transaction,  is  explained 
and  made  manifest  by  positive  and  incontestible  testimony.  But 
if  the  transaction  has  been  productive  of  unpleasant  consequences, 
I  would  most  respectfully  ask — am  I  chargeable  with  them  ?  If 
any  one  officer  of  the  army,  or  other  person,  shall  see  fit  volun- 
tarily to  bring  himself  into  collision  with  me,  while  I  am  in  the 
exercise  of  a  natural  right  secured  to  me  by  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
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try,  and  resort  to  crimination  for  the  poirpose  of  prejudicing  my 
relations  with  the  Government,  can  I,  upon  any  principle  of  jus- 
tice, be  held  accountable  for  the  act,  or  the  effects  which  it  may 
produce?  And  can  an  act  of  mine,  right  in  itself,  justly  be  de- 
cided to  be  wrong,  because  it  may  be  found  to  have  given  dis- 
pleasure to  particular  individuals  ?  If  re-crimination  has  followed 
upon  crimination,  so  far  as  it  has  been  resorted  to,  it  has,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  been  fully  justified  by  the  system  of  persecution 
which  has  been  pursued  against  me,  and  the  gross  misrepresenta- 
tions that  have  been  made  of  my  conduct.  It  is  impossible  for 
these  misrepresentations  to  escape  the  observation  of  any  one, 
who  will  cast  his  eye  over  the  charge,  and  the  response,  and  the 
testimony  in  the  case;  and  if  I  had  tamely  sul^mitted  to  the 
fraud ;  if  I  had  failed  to  repel  the  influence  which  it  was  designed 
to  have  upon  the  decision  of  the  Department,  I  ^should  consider 
myself  unworthy  of  the  trust  of  the  Government,  or  the  confi- 
dence of  my  countrymen.  And  yet,  this  gross  and  enormous  fea- 
ture of  the  transaction  has,  for  aught  that  I  know,  passed  without 
animadversion,  while  I  am  rebuked  for  collisions  and  unpleasant 
consequences  that  have  been  forced  upon  me. 

I  am  told  that  these  collisions  and  unpleasant  consequences,  in 
the  production  of  which  I  have  been  a  party  concerned,  have 
weakened  the  influence  of  the  Government,  and  resisted  its  oper- 
ations. I  trust  I  shall  be  believed  when  I  say,  that  there  is  no 
man  in  the  country  who  would  regret  more  deeply  than  myself, 
the  commission  of  an  act  calculated  to  weaken  the  influence  of 
the  Government,  and  resist  its  operations.  I  had  hoped  that  the 
Honorable  Secretary  was  sufiiciently  satisfied  by  jproof^  that  my 
humble  abilities  had  been  exerted  to  the  utmost,  to  further  the 
views  and  operations  of  the  Government,  so  far  as  they  had  been 
made  known  to  me.  I  feel  conscious  of  unceasing  efforts  to  ren- 
der the  Government  my  best  services;  and  it  is  painful  to  receive 
this  intimation,  the  first  that  has  reached  me  from  any  source  en- 
titled to  consideration,  that  instead  of  doing  what  I  thought  I  had 
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done,  and  what  I  know  I  designed  to  do,  my  acts  have  tended  to 
thwart  the  Government,  and  weaken  its  influence. 

Without  going  into  a  detail  of  former  years,  I  will  state  some 
of  the  hard  services  which  I  performed  during  the  last  season — 
a  season  pregnant  with  distress  to  this  frontier.  From  my  return 
to  this  agency,  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  after  a  visit  to  my  family 
and  friends  in  Kentucky,  until  the  termination  of  the  Indian  war, 
I  underwent  the  most  unremitting  toil  and  exertion  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  public  duties,  and  I  feel  justified  in  saying,  there 
was  no  one  in  any  station  in  this  vicinity,  who  was  not  actually  in 
the  campaign,  who  endured  more  fatigue,  who  performed  more 
laborious  and  hard  service  in  the  public  cause,  than  I  did.  About 
the  first  of  June,  I  visited,  by  direction  of  the  Indian  Agent,  the 
Winnebago  and  Sioux  villages  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  band  of  warriors,  to  send  to  the  aid  of  Gen. 
Atkinsoij,  at  his  request.  I  succeeded  in  the  object  of  the  expe- 
dition, and  returned  to  this  place  in  six  days  with  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  warriors.  Soon  after  it  was  known  here,  that  the 
hostile  Indians  had  been  forced  to  cross  the  Wisconsin,  and  were 
making  their  way  towards  the  Mississippi,  I  was  sent  by  the 
agent  on  two  different  trips  to  the  Winnebagoes  above  this  post, 
for  the  purpose  of  withdrawing  them  with  their  canoes  to  this 
Agency,  before  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  should  reach  the  Mississippi. 
These  measures  were  also  successful ;  and  although  I  went  in 
company  with  a  military  command  from  Fort  Crawford,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  from  my  knowledge  of  those  Indians,  and 
from  my  observations  while  amongst  them,  that  if  I  had  not  gone, 
the  success  would  not  have  been  complete,  unless  the  Agent  had 
attended  to  the  business  in  person.  I  spent  the  whole  night  pre- 
ceding the  battle  of  the  Bad  Ax,  in  aiding  the  preparation  of 
an  expedition  to  be  sent  up  on  board  the  steamboat  Warrior, 
which  had  just  come  down  with  information  that  the  hostile  In- 
dians had  reached  the  shore  of  the  Mississippi.  I  visited  the 
Menomonee  camp  at  midnight,  and  collected  a  small  party  of 
warriors,  supplied  them  with  ammunition,  and  got  them,  with  an 
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interpreter,  on  board  the  boat,  and  after  wading  the  Marais  three 
times,  I  got  home  and  laid  down  at  sunrise  to  take  an  hour's  rest. 
I  asked  permission  to  take  charge  of  these  Indians,  and  conduct 
them  to  the  scene  of  action,  but  the  Agent  was  unwilling  in  the 
then  state  of  affairs  at  this  place,  to  dispense  with  my  services, 
the  expedition  reached  the  battle-ground  in  time  to  share  the  vic- 
tory of  the  day,  and  one  of  the  Indians  whom  I  sent  up,  was 
killed  in  the  engagement. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  campaign,  I  was  dispatched  to  St. 
Louis,  at  an  unhealthy  season  of  the  year,  and  at  a  time  whien 
the  whole  coast  below  was  panic-stricken  at  the  appearance  of 
the  cholera  upon  our  borders,  and  when  I  returned,  the  pestilence 
was  making  its  most  dreadful  ravages  at  Kock  .  Island.  On  my 
way  down,  I  communicated  to  Gen.  Scott,  then  at  that  post,  the 
first  intelligence  he  had  of  the  capture  of  Black  Hawk  and  the 
Prophet.  By  the  time  I  again  reached  the  agency,  I  was  almost 
prostrated  with  fatigue.  I  had  endured  four  months  of  the  most 
incessant  labor  in  the  public  service,  at  the  cost  of  many  entire 
sleepless  nights,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  time,  the  state  of 
my  health  was  so  feeble,  <that  under  other  circnmstances,  it  would 
scarcely  have  justified  the  most  ordinary  exertion.  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  make  even  a  suggestion  as  to  what  has  been  the  value  of 
all  these  hard  services,  and  the  proportion  which  they  bear  to  my 
compensation.  I  only  state  the  facts,  and  in  doing  so,  express 
the  consciousness  which  I  feel,  that  throughout  all  the  toil  and 
labor,  I  was  animated  by  an  ardent  and  sincere  desire  to  subserve 
the  best  interests  of  my  country ;  and  that  then,  and  at  all  other 
times,  instead  of  contributing  to  "  resist  the  operations  "  of  the 
Government,  I  have  been  ready,  whenever  it  has  been  intimated  to 
me,  how  and  where  I  could  be  of  any  service,  in  effecting  any  of 
its  views,  to  render  ray  best  exertions  and  most  cordial  co  opera- 
tion. And  although  I  have  not  had  the  fortune  to  see  my  humble 
name  in  the  bulletins  of  that  glorious  war^  coupled  with  the  pride 
and  pomp  of  the  preparation,  the  march  or  the  victory,  or  no- 
ticed in  any  of  the  details  of  the  operations  of  the  Department 
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on  this  frontier,  either  in  the  closet,  the  camp,  or  the  field  ;  yet,  I 
am  proudly  conscious  of  having  done  all  that  was  ever  required 
of  me^  and  of  having  done  it  promptly  and  faithfully,  according 
to  the^best  of  my  poor  abilities  ;  and  if  my  country  has  derived 
any  benefit  from  my  labors,  I  am  content.  I  know  how  little  the 
publications  of  those  times  have  been  calculated  to  give  the  peo- 
ple correct  information  of  the  character  of  the  war  and  its  opera-, 
tions.  Their  history  has  been  made  up  too  much  of  exaggerated 
achievements,  and  concealed  or  palliated  defaults,  of  fulsome 
adulation,  and  gross  and  unmerited  censure,  to  give  the  public  a 
correct  knowledge  of  the  transactions ;  and  had  I  have  occupied 
a  more  conspicuous  station,  I  think  I  should  have  felt  as  little 
ambitious  of  obtaining  the  frothy  notices  current  at  the  time,  as 
I  am  sure  I  do  now.  But  what  I  desired,  what  I  thought  I  had  a 
right  to  expect,  was,  when  I  had  served  my  countrv  to  the  utmost 
extent  which  my  situation  enabled  me  to  do,  at  the  expense  of  a 
season  of  labor  and  fatigue  that  few  men  under  the  circumstances 
would  endure,  the  humble  merit  of  having  done  my  duty  would 
be  accorded  to  me,  without  the  censure  of  having  contributed  to 
resist  the  operations  of  the  Government. 

The  rule  which  has  been  established  %  the  Honorable  Secretary 
for  my  special  government  in  future,  seems  to  me,  with  all  due 
deference  to  the  high  authority  from  which  it  has  proceeded,  to 
be  unequal  and  unjust  in  its  discriminating  character,  and  in  its 
abridgment  of  my  rights.  I  would  respectfully  ask,  what  are  the 
reasons  for  establishing  a  principle  by  which  I  am  directed  to  re- 
gulate my  future  actions,  which,  so  far  as  I  can  perceive,  does  not 
apply  to  any  other  officer  of  the  Department?  And  if  the  reason 
cannot  be  found,  wherein  consists  the  justice  of  the  discrimina- 
tion 1  I  trust,  Sir,  that  upon  reflection,  you  will  be  sensible  of  the 
unpleasant  sensations  which  the  establishing  of  discriminating 
rules  and  individual  applications  of  them,  are  justly  calculated  to 
excite  in  the  mind  of  the  public  officer  who  is  made  the  subject 
of  their  operation;  and  that  you  will  be  convinced,  that  they 
should  be  resorted  to  in  extraordinary  cases  only.    But,  Sir,  I 
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humbly  contend,  that  the  prohibition  to  practice  in  a  State  or 
Territorial  court,  in  cases  arising  under  the  local  laws  of  the  State 
or  Territory,  which  have  no  possible  relation  or  bearing  upon  In- 
dian affairs,  is  not  a  legitimate  restriction  to  lay  upon  an  officer 
of  the  Indian  Department.  While  I  contend  for  this  principle,  I 
say  to  you  most  sincerely,  that  it  is  not  because  I  think,  that  I 
should  be  benefitted  one  dollar  by  a  change  of  the  regulation.  It 
is  now  more  than  eighteen  months  since  I  have  been  engaged  in  a 
single  case  embraced  in  the  rule,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  few 
or  none  would  again  occur  should  it  cease  to  operate.  Since  the 
first  Monday  in  E"ovember  last,  I  have  been  performing  the  duties 
of  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  this  county,  anci  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  I  shall  continue  to  perform  those  duties  so  long  as  I  continue 
at  this  place.  It  is  not,  therefore,  from  any  desire  or  expectation 
of  gain,  that  I  ask  for  a  recision  of  the  rule,  but  for  the  reason 
alone,  that,  as  it  seems  to  me,  it  restricts  my  natural  rights  and 
privileges.  Hampden  resisted  the  levying  of  the  illegal  tax,  not 
because  the  payment  would  impoverish  him,  but  because  submis- 
sion would  make  him  a  slave.  While  I  am  prohibted  the  privil- 
ege that  has  been  denied  me,  I  feel  that  I  have  been  deprived  of 
one  of  the  rights  of  freemen,  secured  to  every  citizen  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  every  other  officer  of  the  Government.  And  if  I  may 
be  legally  deprived  of  this,  what  security  is  there  for  the  others  ? 
The  Honorable  Secretary  disclaims  all  right  to  interfere  with  the 
fair  exercise  of  my  professional  talents  ;  but  what  shall  be  consi- 
dered a  fair  exercise  of  them,  I  cannot  know  until  his  decision 
shall  be  had.  If  one  class  of  cases  may  be  rightfully  prohibited, 
may  not  another  and  another,  until  the  whole  shall  be  swept  from 
me;  and  a  profession  which  I  have  acquired  under  privations 
and  disadvantages  that  few  men  have  encountered,  rendered  whol- 
ly useless  ?  I  wish  to  be  understood — I  do  not  indulge  in  any 
present  anticipations  of  this  kmd,  I  only  extend  the  principle  to 
show  the  length  to  which  it  will  lead,  if  it  shall  be  finally  estab-  « 
lishedj  whenever  it  shall  come  to  be  acted  upon  by  a  less  liberal 
head  of  the  Department. 
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Tor  the  reasons  which  I  have  given,  I  flatter  myself  with  the 
hope,  that  if  the  Honorable  Secretary  will  do  me  the  favor  to  give 
the  case  a  second  examination,  he  will  perceive,  that  I  have  not 
merited  the  censure  contained  in  your  letter,  and  that  I  cannot  be 
justly  subjected  to  the  rule  which  has  been  established  for  the  fu- 
ture regulation  of  my  duty  as  Sub- Agent  at  this  place ;  I  therefore, 
most  respectfully  ask,  that  he  will  re-consider  the  subject,  and 
that  I  may  be  made  acquainted  with  his  ultimate  determination. 

In  considering  this  communication,  I  trust  that  the  sentiments 
advanced,  and  the  jpanner  in  which  they  have  been  expressed, 
will  not  be  mis-construed.  They  have  been  conceived  and  utter- 
ed, I  assure  you,  with  the  most  respectful  deference,  and  the 
highest  consideration  for  the  superior  authorities  of  the  Depart- 
ment. I  mean  only  to  exercise  in  an  appropriate  manner,  a  priv- 
ilege guaranteed  to  every  citizen  of  the  country,  to  every  officer 
of  the  Government,  the  privilege  of  remonstrance." 

While  such  scenes  were  pending',  and  before  the  final  decision 
of  the  Department  had  reached  Mr.  Burnett,  it  was  pleasant  and 
agreeable  to  hie  feelings,  to  receive  the  following  from  Dr.  Beau- 
mont, one  of  the  most  distinguished  surgeons  in  the  U.  S.  army, 
under  date  of  Washington  City,  Jan.  7th,  1833: 

"  My  dear  Sir  : — An  agreeable  impulse  of  heart,  joined  to  a 
sort  of  compunctious  state  of  mind  for  the  sin  of  omission^  com- 
pels me  now  to  express  my  undiminished  regard  for  one  whose 
kind  disposition,  warm  heart,  and  generous  feelings,  have  gained 
the  sincere  admiration  and  esteem  of  myself  and  family,  during 
our  short  but  very  agreeable  acquaintance.  It  is  with  peculiar 
pleasure  and  satisfaction,  that  I  reflect  upon  the  scenes  of  social 
enjoyment,  incident  to  our  residence  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and 
more  especially  our  last  journey  down  the  Mississippi,  and  short 
sojourn  at  St.  Louis.  There  is  indeed  an  abiding  happy  impression 
made  upon  the  mind,  by  the  manifestations  of  ingenuousness  and 
magnanimity  of  soul,  widely  different  from  that  produced  by  the 
common-place,  every-day,  poorly-disguised,  cold,  hollow-hearted, 
affectedness  of  fashionable  society,  of  which  this  place  is  the  seat 
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and  centre,  and  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  discordant  to  the 
present  state  of  my  feelings." 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  at  this  time,  1833,  the  entire  country 
north  of  the  Wisconsin  River,  was  unceded  territory,  except  this 
Prairie.  The  pine  timber  on  the  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi 
above  this  place,  was,  as  it  still  is,  much  wanted  in  the  new  towns 
and  settlements  below ;  but  being  in  the  Indian  Territory,  the 
whites,  without  special  permission,  were  not  allowed  to  take  it- 
Judge  J.  H.  LocKwooD  had  obtained  such  permission  from  both 
the  Indians  and  the  War  Department,  under  the  supervision  of 
which  the  Indian  affairs  were  then  placed,  to  kild  a  mill  on  the 
Menomonee  branch  of  the  Chippewa  Eiver,  he  paying  an  an- 
nuity of  some  two  thousand  dollars  to  the  Wabasha  band  of  Sioux 
Indians,  who  then  claimed  that  country.  Mr.  Burnett,  with  some 
others,  applied  to  the  Department  for  a  like  permission  to  build  a 
mill  on  Black  River.  The  application  was  referred  to  Gen.  Clabk 
of  St.  Louis,  over  six  hundred  miles  from  the  site  prayed  for,  and, 
of  course,  knew  as  little  about  it  as  those  living  at  Washington 
City.  But  at  that  city,  Gen.  Clakk  was  presumed  to  know  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  wilderness,  and  its  inhabitants,  even  to  the 
lakes  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  of  course,  all  matters  involving 
Indian  rights  and  privileges,  were  referred  to  him. 

He  could  no  more  appreciate  the  growth  of  the  towns  and  set- 
tlements above  St.  Louis,  than  can  the  people  east  of  the  Alle- 
ghanies,  the  growth  of  the  country  west  of  them,  and  therefore 
saw  no  necessity  for  the  measure ;  or  if  he  did,  he  saw  more  in 
the  technicalities  and  discipline  of  the  agents  of  the  Government^ 
than  in  the  wants  of  the  people.  His  own  growing  city  could  be 
supplied,  as  it  had  been,  and  the  towns  above  as  far  up  as  Galena, 
from  the  Ohio  River,  and  not  dreaming,  perhaps,  that  in  all  future 
time  St.  Louis  would  grow  to  its  present  dimensions,  or  that  by 
this  time  (1866)  there  would  be  over  twenty  cities  on  the  river 
above  St.  Louis  larger  than  St.  Louis  then  was,  with  a  hundred 
smaller  towns,  he  decided  against  the  application,  on  the  ground 
that  Mr.  Buenbtt  was  an  officer  of  the  General  Government  in 
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the  Indian  Department.  He  then  withdrew  his  name  from  thck 
company,  and  urged  the  grant  in  favor  of  the  others,  but  the  re^ 
fusal  was  still  adhered  to,  notwithstanding  the  Indians  were 
anxious  for  it,  because  they  were  anxious  for  the  annuity,  fox 
which  they  suffered  no  damage  whatever. 

About  this  time,  the  Indian  Agent  at  St.  Peters  was  talking  of 
resigning,  and  Mr.  Burnett  applied  for  the  office,  if  such  should 
be  the  case.  But  Gen.  Clark  decided  against  this  also,  because 
of  the  charges  preferred  against  him  by  Capt.  Mason,  the  result 
of  which  has  already  been  seen.  His  abilities  and  fitness  for  the 
office  are  acknowledged  in  the  correspondence  on  the  subject,  and 
his  claim  was  urged  by  several  prominent  men  at  Washington, 
some  of  them  in  the  Cabinet,  but  Gen.  Clark  took  sides  with 
the  army,  and  any  Indian  Agent,  and,  we  presume,  any  other 
person,  who  happened  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the  officers  thereof 
could  receive  no  favors  from  him  in  that  direction. 

« 

Under  these  circumstances,  in  which  he  was  not  permitted  to 
practice  law,  if  in  any  way  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  any  one 
officer  of  the  army  ;  nor  yet  permitted  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of 
other  citizens  in  building  mills,  or  making  such  improvements  in 
the  country,  he  thought  seriously  of  resigning,  and  returning  to 
Kentucky,  but  was  fortunately  dissuaded  therefrom  by  his  friends. 

The  Indian  title  to  the  country  south  of  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox 
Rivers  having  been  extinguished,  the  mines  and  country  filling 
up  with  enterprising  citizens,  with  a  prospect  of  a  rapid  settle- 
ment, the  prominent  men  of  the  country  began  to  think  of  apply- 
ing: to  Congress  for  a  Territorial  organization.  And  in  reference 
to  this,  Judge  Doty,  under  date  of  Feb.  5th,  1833,  writes  to  Mr. 
Burnett:  "The  welfare  of  our  country,  it  seems  to  me,  demands 
that  we  should  attempt  to  obtain  some  understanding  between 
these  distant  settlements,  upon  the  measures  proper  to  be  pursued, 
•  and  the  men  whom  we  ought  to  support.  United^  we  may  effect 
a  great  deal  of  good ;  divided^  we  loose  everything.  It  is  certain, 
that  our  country  is  known  only  as  the  theatre  of  Indian  wars ; 
and  it  is  only  when  danger  is  upon  us,  and  the  blood  of  our  citi- 
37 
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zens  actually  shed  upon  our  prairies,  that  Congress  deigns  to  east 
an  eye  to  our  defence.  The  intimate  and  accurate  knowledge  you 
possess  of  public  affairs,  beyond  any  other  person  in  your  section 
of  the  country,  seems  to  justify  us  in  calling  upon  you  to  take  a 
leading  part  in  these  measures ;  and  as  our  purposes  must  be  the 
same,  it  may  be  expected  that  we  should  be  united  in  the  means 
to  obtain  them." 

The  judiciary  system  of  Michigan,  to  which,  at  that  time,  what 
is  now  Wisconsin  was  attached,  was  deemed  to  be  very  defective, 
which  was  considered,  with  other  things,  as  a  good  reason  for  de- 
siring a  separate  G-overnment.  .  Mr.  Burnett  suggested  to  the 
Hon.  M.  L.  Martin,  then  in  the  Territorial  Council  at  Detroit, 
some  amendments  to  the  judiciary  system,  to  which  Mr.  Martin 
answered,  Feb.  6th,  1833 :  "  It  is  found  extremely  difficult  to  re- 
gulate, by  any  general  provisions,  the  different  interests  of  the 
eastern,  and  western  sections  of  Michigan ;  especially  such  as  re- 
fer to  the  judiciary  system,  or  the  proceedings  in  courts.  I  have 
pro3ured  the  passage  of  a  bill  that  I  think  will  go  far  in  relieving 
us,  in  cases  of  chancery  attachment  aud  insolvency." 

In  May,  1833,  Gen.  Street  was  called  to  Washington  to  defend 
himself  against  a  complaint  that  had  been  previously  preferred ; 
the  main  ground  of  which  was,  that  by  his  vigilance  and  care  of 
the  Indians,  the  traders  were  prevented  from  skinning  them  quite 
so  easily  as  some  of  them  wished  to  do.  This,  of  course,  was  un- 
pardonable with  those  interested ;  but  he  was  not  removed  for  the 
offence.  In  the  meantime,  the  duties  of  the  agency  devolved  up- 
on Mr.  Burnett  till  the  20th  of  June,  when  the  General  returned. 
Then  Mr.  Burnett  obtained  leave  of  absence  from  the  Agent  for 
three  months,  to  visit  his  friends  and  attend  to  business  in  Ken- 
tucky, subject,  however,  to  the  approval  of  the  Superintendent  at 
St.  Louis.  But  the  Superintendent  curtailed  his  furlough  to  two 
months,  that  being  the  extent  of  his  powers,  as  he  alleged.  Gen,* 
Street  on  being  apprised  of  this,  remarked  to  Mr.  Burnett,  then 
in  Kentucky,  the  curtailing  of  your  permit  was,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  in  my  opinion,  a  singular  measure.  It  will  assure  you,  how- 


291 


ever,  that  my  opinion  of  a  hostile  feeling  towards  you  is  not  with- 
out some  foundation.  I  am  now  convinced  that  a  similar  feeling 
extends  from  the  same  quarter  towards  me.  The  whole  of  his 
course  towards  me  for  the  last  six  or  eight  months  has  been  strange, 
and  his  recent  letters  confirm  me  in  the  belief,  that  my  course  has 
been  too  independent  to  suit  him.  Neither  you  nor  I  may  look 
that  way  for  support.  If  we  can  get  slow  justice,  it  will  be  as 
much  as  we  should  calculate  upon." 

The  reasons  assigned  in  several  letters  for  the  hostility  of  Gen. 
CLAEKare  these :  his  feelings  were  in  the  interests  of  the  Army  and 
Fur  Company,*  so  that  if  an  Agent  should  pursue  a  course  conflict- 
ing with  those  interests,  he  was  at  once  marked  by  the  General. 
Such  things  are  not  new,  singular,  or  yet  out  of  date  on  the  fron- 
tier. Gen.  Street  felt  assured,  that  his  communications  to  the 
Indian  Department,  were  copied  and  given  to  the  Fur  Company 
how  or  by  what  means  he  did  not  know  ;  he  could  only  know  that 
they  went  sealed  to  the  Superintendent,  who  after  reading  and 
copying/br  his  own  use,  sent  them  sealed  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  affairs.  The  copying  might  have  been  done  in  the  office, 
without  the  knowledge  of  Gen.  Clark  ;  but  whether  so  or  not, 
Gen.  Street  felt  assured  that  they  were  copied,  from  the  way  he 
had  sometimes  to  meet  from  the  traders,  what  he  knew  to  be  only 
'  in  those  reports  to  the  Superintendent.  The  charges  against  Mr, 
Burnett  were  from  the  army ;  those  against  Gen,  Street  from  the 
Fur  Company.  The  Company,  however,  were  not  friendly  to  Mr. 
Burnett  behind  his  back,  however  much  so  they  were  to  his  face. 
So  says  a  letter  now  before  me. 

Mr.  Burnett  returned  to  the  Agency  within  the  time,  two 
months ;  and  in  October,  Gen.  Street  left  again  for  Washington, 
to  meet  the  charges  before  mentioned,  and  not  then  decided,  and 

•  On  pages  243,  244,  et  seq.  of  this  volume,  reference  is  had  to  some  vague,  yet  dogged  determinatipn 
OH  the  part  of  gomebody  to  break  down  the  American  Fur  Company,  and  that  somebody  wished  Mr 
BCBNHTT  to  aid  in  the  matter,  and  send  his  communication  to  the  "  care  of  (Jen.  Claek,"  thus  rat|ier 
conveying  the  idea,  that  Gen.  Clakk  was  at  least  privy  to  the  pretended  plot,  or  transaction.  But 
now,  we  are  told,  that  Gen.  Olabk's  "feelings  wer»  in  the  interests  of  the  Fur  Company."  It  would 
deem,  that  soms  explanation  is  neoded,  which  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  giY6.  .     L.  C<  9t* 
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to  settle  his  accouDte  with  the  DepartmeDt,  where  he  continued 
till  the  ensuing  April,  leaving  the  entire  duties  of  the  agency  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Burnett.  In  consequence  ot  the  amount  of 
service  required,  Mr.  Buenett  applied  to  the  Department  through 
Col.  E.  M.  JoHKSoN,  to  be  allowed  pay  for  an  interpreter  $400^, 
through  which  means  he  would  receive  a  compensation  more  com- 
mensurate with  the  amount  of  services  rendered,  and  the  respon- 
sibility resting  upon  him.  But  Mr.  Hfrking,  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Aflairs,  Dec.  18th,  1833,  replied  :  "It  is  conceded,  that 
Mr.  Burnett  is  a  valuable  officer,  and  that  his  salary  is  an  inade* 
quate  recompence  for  his  services  But  the  standard  has  been 
determined  by  an  authority  to  which  the  Department  must  bow, 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  precluded  from  the  exercise  of  dis- 
cretionary powers  in  the  case."  This  terminated  his  attempts  to 
obtain  office,  or  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  services  he  ren- 
dered in  the  one  he  had  in  the  Indian  Department. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1834,  the  act  for  re  organizing  the  Indian 
Department  was  passed  in  Congress,  by  which  Mr.  Burnett  and 
all  other  Sub- Agents  were  legislated  out  of  office ;  but  few  of 
whom  were  re  appointed.  And  on  the  2nd  of  July,  Mr.  Herring, 
by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  wrote  to  Mr.  Burnett,  giv- 
ing an  extract  of  the  law,  and  directing  him  to  render  his  account 
for  salary,  as  his  services  in  that  Department  were  no  longer  re- 
quired ;  and  concluded  by  saying :  "  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  to  tender  his  acknowledgments  to  you  for  the  zealous  and 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  your  office,  and  I  will  thank 
you  also  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  high  respect."  He  re- 
ceived this  note  on  the  6th  of  August,  when  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Herring  to  know  to  whom  he  should  render  his  accounts,  as  no 
directions  were  given  on  that  point ;  Gen.  Street  ceased  to  be  an 
Agent  at  the  same  time  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  by  being  removed 
to  Eock  Island,  and  no  one  had  yet  been  appointed  to  fill  the 
Prairie  du  Chien  vacancy. 

Before  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  to  receive  an  answer,  he 
•wrote  August  30th  :    "  Sir : — In  your  letter  of  the  2nd  July  last. 


293 


yon  direct  me  to  render  my  acconnt  for  settlement,  np  to  the  date 
of  the  reception  thereof.  Geo.  Street  arrived  at  this  place  a  few 
days  since,  and  informs  me,  that  he  has  not  received  any  funds 
for  the  payment  of  my  salary,  due  since  the  3 1st  of  December, 
1833;  and  that  he  has  not  been  advised  whether  the  money  will 
pass  through  his  hands  or  not.  There  is  now  due  me  on  acconnt 
of  my  salary  from  the  1st  ot  January,  to  the  6th  of  August,  1834r, 
inclusive,  $300.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  when  and 
where  I  am  to  receive  this  money  ?  Whether  it  is  to  be  paid  me 
in  the  usual  way,  or  whether  I  am  to  roam  from  office  to  office, 
until  I  shall  find  some  person  authorized  to  settle  and  pay  my 
account ;  or  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  yourself,  the  Hon.  Sec- 

I  retary  of  War,  and  his  privy  counselor  Garland,  to  construe  me 
ont  of  it  altogether." 

In  this  apparent  hot  haste,  Mr.  Burnett  would  hardly  have  been 
justifiable,  were  it  not  that  the  circumstances  as  heretofore  detailed, 
and  especially  the  non-attention  of  the  Department  to  his  charges 
against  Major  Garland,  for  preferring  which  his  dismissal  was 
determined  on,  whether  the  law  passed  or  not,  indicated  a  degree 
of  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Department,  very  trying  to  his  pa- 

|,  tience.  Still  it  must  be  admitted,  that  the  time  was  short,  after 
the  passage  of  the  act  new-modelling  the  Indian  Department,  and 
also  the  appropriation  act,  and  the  money  had  not  had  time  to 
reach  the  distant  posts  on  the  frontier.  But  the  Commissioner 
might  have  informed  him  in  very  few  words,  in  what  way  the 
money  would  reach  him.  Possibly  it  was  an  oversight  in  the 
hurry  in  which  the  sub-Agents  had  to  be  apprised  of  their  dismis- 
sal from  office.  On  the  8th  of  September,  however,  the  Commis- 
sioner writes:  "I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  August 
Funds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Prairie  du  Chien  Agency  for 
the  first  half  year,  have  been  sent  to  the  Superintendent  at  SL 
Louis."  But  this  left  him  in  suspense,  whether  he  should  go  to 
St.  Louis  for  it,  or  whether  it  would  be  sent  to  him ;  and  it  left 
$50  non-provided  for,  as  the  half  year  would  only  give  him  $250, 
He  was  relieved  from  this  suspense  in  a  few  days  by  the  receipt 
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of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Clark,  dated  September  13th,  saying,  "  I 
have  recieved  to-day  your  letter  of  August  SOth,  and  of  the  2nd 
inst.,  on  the  subject  of  your  pay,  and  of  your  fees,  as  counsel  in 
the  case  of  Buknett  vs.  Street  and  Kearney,  the  defendants 
being  sued  as  the  Agents  of  the  Government,  and  of  course,  the 
Government  should  pay  the  expenses,  &c.  On  the  SOth  ult.  Gen. 
Street  vras  informed  of  the  amount  allowed  the  Prairie  du  Chien 
Agency,  for  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  present  year. 
Your  pay  up  to  the  31st  of  July  is  embraced  in  it,  amounting  to 
$291.67.  This  as  well  as  the  other  sums  specified  in  the  allotment, 
will  be,  as  usual,  paid  over  to  Gen.  Street,  whenever  called  for, 
to  be  by  him  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  objects  for  which  they 
are  intended.  I^To  communication  has  been  made  to  me  from 
Washington,  on  the  subject  of  fees  for  counsel  in  the  cases  you 
have  mentioned.  It  were,  perhaps,  advisable  that  you  write  di- 
rect to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  requesting  him  to  pay 
you  whatever  has  been  allowed  for  your  services  in  those  cases." 

Gen.  Street  at  this  time,  was  Agent  at  Eock  Island,  two  hun- 
dred miles  below  Prairie  du  Chien,  nor  was  it  certain  when  Gen. 
Street  would  receive  the  money,  nor  whether  it  would  be  sent  to^ 
Mr.  Burnett,  or  whether  he  must  go  for  it.  The  sum  allowed  was 
more  than  his  half  year's  salary,  but  some  nine  dollars  less  than 
was  due  him.  This  jewing  a  public  servant  out  of  such  a  pitiful 
sum,  was  a  small  business  for  a  great  nation  ;  but  such  seems  to 
be  the  way  of  the  world.  As  to  his  fees,  he  had  written  to  the 
Department  again  and  again,  and  was  informed  that  the  matter 
had  been  referred  to  Gen.  Clark  ;  but  the  General  says,  "  he  had 
received  no  communication"  on  the  subject,  and  when  great  men 
and  rulers  of  the  nation  make  such  contradictory  statements, 
whom  are  we  to  believe  in  such  matters ! 

This  terminated  Mr.  Burnett's  connection  with  the  Indian  De- 
partment, and  his  connection  with  any  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
Government ;  nor  was  his  experience  calculated  to  inspire  him 
with  any  great  degree  of  confidence  in  the  "spoils"  theory  of  the 
party  in  power,  as  his  share  of  them  was  but  small,  and  doubly 
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earned  before  he  received  them.  *  *  *  *  As  soon  as  it  was  known, 
that  he  was  thus  displaced  from  his  office,  his  worth  now  being 
known  through  the  country,  he  began,  and  continued  for  some 
time,  to  receive  voluntary  and  strong  expressions  of  sympathy, 
and  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  his  merit,  a  few  of  which  will 
follow. 

August  16th,  1834,  Judge  Doty  wrote  him  from  Mineral  Point: 
"  After  a  long  conversation  with  Mr.  Anslet,  I  have,  at  his  re-  i 
quest,  concluded  to  suggest  to  you,  the  propriety  of  fixing  your 
residence  at  this  place,  now  that  you  are  no  longer  required  in 
the  Indian  Department.  It  is  certainly  a  fine  opening  for  a  law- 
yer. You  will,  in  addition,  have  the  advantage  of  a  good  under- 
}  standing  with  the  people  now,  for  everybody  that  I  speak  with, 
thinks  well  of  you.  It  appears  to  me  you  ought  to  avail  yourself 
of  these  circumstances.  Your  friends  wish  to  have  you  appoint- 
ed District  Attorney,  and  I  think  you  must  take  it,  because  I  think 
there  will  soon  be  a  vacant  judgeship  in  the  District,  and  this  will 
enable  us  to  help  you  to  it,  if  it  should  be  desirable  to  you." 

On  the  28th  of  August,  Kobeet  Dougherty,  then  clerk  of  the 
Circuit  Court  at  Mineral  Point,  wrote :  "  The  people  in  general 
in  this  section  of  the  country  are  very  anxious  for  you  to  come 
and  reside  with  us.  We  have  got  up  a  petition  to  the  Governor 
with  almost  a  thousand  signatures,  which  will  be  sent  on  to-mor- 
row morning,  in  your  favor  for  District  Attorney,  Every  man 
that  saw  it,  signed  it." 

Sept.  4:th,  Col.  E.  M.  Johnson  wrote :  "  My  dear  Sir; — I  sin- 
cerely regret  to  learn  that  you  are  out  of  office.  I  know  your 
capacity  for  such  a  place,  and  the  sacrifices  you  have  made.— 
You  know  quite  as  well  as  I  do,  the  uncertainty  and  difficulty  of 
obtaining  office.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  if  an  opportunity  offers  at 
the  next  session,  I  shall  be  ready  to  serve  you  sincerely,  as  I  have 
always  done." 

Sept.  5th,  Alexis  BAPiEY,  Esq.,  writes  trom  St.  Peters :  "  I 
always  feel  a  pleasure  when  I  hear  from  my  friends.  But  this  let- 
ter of  yours  made  me  feel  the  truth  of  the  fable  of  the  fox  in  the 
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bramble,  that  an  equal  portion  of  the  bitter  is  mixed  with  the 
sweets  of  this  life,  and  that  perfect  happiness  is  unattainable  in 
this  world.  I  feel  for  you  in  the  mode  taken  to  thank  you  for 
your  services.  The  manner  in  which  it  was  done,  conveyed  one 
of  those  cutting  slurs,  the  more  so  that  one  does  not  or  cannot 
obtain  satisfaction.  But,  my  dear  Sir,  our  Government  is  a  Re- 
public, and  where  did  you  hear  of  one  being  grateful  ?  You  are 
young,  and  can  do  better ;  your  profession  and  abilities  entitle 
you  to  a  higher  sphere  than  the  one  you  were  in." 

Oct  12th,  Major  T.  Allen,  of  Ky.,  wrote:  "I  regret  exceed- 
ingly to  learn  that  arrangements  have  been  so  made  as  to  displace 
you  from  the  office  you  held  ;  however,  make  no  complaint,  and 
suffer  it  to  pass  off  silently.  You  have  been  placed  in  a  good 
situation,  by  the  appointment,  and  I  have  but  little  doubt  yon  will 
not  feel  the  loss  of  it  long,  if  at  all." 

Being  now  released  from  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  office, 
and  being  yet  in  the  unpleasant  relations  of  a  married  man  with- 
out a  wife,  he  returned  to  Ky.  to  spend  the  winter,  and  also  obtain 
relief  from  the  legal  bonds  in  which  he  was  held  to  the  woman 
who  had  deserted  him  in  the  time  of  his  calamity,  from  the  fall 
of  the  burning  building  in  Paris,  Ky.,  in  1829.  On  bis  way  there, 
while  between  St.  Louis  and  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River,  the 
boat  on  which  he  took  passage  was  snagged  and  sunk  to  the  hur- 
ricane deck,  leaving  that  deck  but  just  out  of  water.  The  occur- 
rence took  place  in  the  night,  when  the  passengers  were  asleep; 
they  escaped  to  the  upper  deck,  mostly  in  their  night  clothes^ 
where  they  remained  in  a  snow  storm  till  morning,  being  without 
fire,  and  but  poorly  clad,  or  otherwise  sheltered  from  the  stormy 
wind  and  driving  snow.  There  were  several  women  and  children 
among  them.  The  most  of  the  passengers,  Mr.  Burnett  among 
others,  lost  all  their  baggage,  and  some  their  money.  In  the 
hurry  of  escape  from  the  rushing  flood  that  came  into  the  cabin, 
Mr.  Burnett  had  caught  his  clothes  and  his  cloak,  bat  not  hiA 
trunk.  But  finding  some  ladies  and  children  exposed,  without  any 
protection  from  the  storm,  he  gave  them  his  cloak,  and  kept  him- 
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self  warm  as  best  he  conld,  by  walking  and  other  exercise.  In 
the  morning  they  succeeded  in  reaching  the  land,  in  a  thick 
wooded  bottom  on  the  Illinois  shore,  where  a  log-heap  fire  was 
soon  kindled,  around  which  the  passengers  and  boat's  crew  gath- 
ered to  warm,  but  were  without  food,  and  not  within  reach  of  a 
house  from  which  supplies  could  be  obtained.  They  remained  in 
this  situation  till  near  night,  when  they  were  relieved  from  their 
sufferings  by  a  steam-boat  that  was  passing  down  the  river. 

The  nature  of  the  case  between  him  and  his  recreant  wife,  and 
the  ground  upon  which  the  divorce  was  granted,  are  set  forth  in 
the  following  certificates,  sent  to  him  a  year  or  more  after  the  di- 
vorce was  obtained.  At  the  time  of  the  divorce,  he  knew  not 
that  he  should  ever  again  enter  into  the  marriage  state.  And  dis- 
tant as  he  was  from  the  place  of  his  marriage;  and  the  residence 
of  his  wife,  he  might  have  done  as  thousands  of  others  have  in 
the  great  West,  married  again  without  the  formula  of  a  divorce ; 
but  his  sense  of  propriety  and  legal  liabilities  forbade  such  a 
breach  of  the  civil  and  moral  law.  And  the  fine  feelings  of  his 
nature  as  well  as  his  sense  of  the  propriety  of  the  thing,  induced 
him  to  obtain  these  papers,  to  show  that  his  way  was  clear  and 
his  course  honorable,  if  he  should  again  see  fit  to  enter  into  that 
holy  relation.  After  he  came  to  this  country,  his  correspondence 
shows  that  he  preferred  to  forgive  the  past,  if  she  would  return 
.  to  him,  but  she  refused. 

The  first  of  these  papers  is  from  the  Hon.  Cyeus  Wingatb,  who, 
Mr.  Buenett  says  in  a  note  added  to  it,  "  has  for  many  years  in 
succession  been  a  member  of  the  Ky.  Legislature,  and  is  a  wor- 
thy and  highly  respected  member  of  the  Methodist  Church."  It 
is  dated  April  iTth,  1836,  but  referring,  as  it  does,  to  a  transac- 
tion in  1834:'5,  this  is  deemed  the  appropriate  place  for  it.  The 
letter  says :  "  The  bill  which  divorced  you  from  your  wife  Lucy, 
was  reported  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  Senate,  on 
on  the  10th  of  Feb.  1835,  and  was  referred  to  the  "committee on 
Keligion,"  on  the  next  day.  I  had  the  honor  to  be  chairman  of 
that  committee  for  several  years,  and  was  so  at  the  time  when 
38 
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your  application  was  investigated.  For  twelve  years  in  succes- 
sion I  have  been  honored  with  a  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Ky. ; 
and  during  that  time,  as  a  general  thing,  have  felt  it  my  duty  to 
oppose  applications  for  divorce.  Indeed  such  has  been  my  course 
on  those  subjects,  that  I  have  been  considered  by  many  as  being 
too  rigid  in  my  inquiries,  and  examined  too  closely  into  the  do- 
mestic relations ;  this  may  be  true,  but  I  feel  that  I  have  done  my 
duty  in  relation  to  your  application. 

"  I  recollect  distinctly,  that  intelligent  and  hoi^orable  men  were 
examined  before  the  committee,  and  the  result  was  the  firm  con- 
viction of  my  mind,  (and  I  believe  of  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee,) that  your  bill  ought  to  pass.  And  in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  the  committee,  I  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  on 
the  13th,  with  an  expressed  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  bill 
ought  to  pass ;  and  the  rules  being  suspended,  the  bill  passed,  I 
believe,  without  a  dissenting  voice.  I  can  say,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  during  the  pendency  of  your  application,  your 
conduct  was  dignified,  honorable,  and  manly ;  and  that  you  not 
only  sustained  the  character  of  a  gentleman  of  nice  feelings,  and 
a  just  sense  of  honor,  but  that  you  occupied  a  place  in  the  sym- 
pathies and  affections  of  all  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  with 
whom  you  became  acquainted.  And  I  further  know,  that  your 
character  in  Bourbon  was  such,  as  not  only  enlisted  Gen.  Matron, 
Mr.  Thornton,  and  Mr.  Davis,  in  your  behalf;  but  it  also  pro-, 
cured  for  you  the  application  of  the  near  relatives  of  the  woman 
you  were  married  to,  for  your  release ;  and  upon  the  ground  that 
she  was  in  default  entirely  and  exclusively ;  and  I  will  further 
add,  that  so  far  from  your  reputation  having  suffered,  or  in  the 
least  degree  been  prejudiced,  by  this  procedure,  it  must  have 
suffered  if  you  had  not  applied." 

The  next  paper  was  from  the  Hon.  Garret  Davis,  of  April  3d, 
1836:  "I  managed  Mr.  Burnett's  application  for  divorce.  He 
took  this  step  with  the  knowledge,  approval  and  co-operation  of 
his  wife's  brother  and  brother-in-law.  The  ground  of  it,  sustained 
by  proof,  was,  that  her  conduct;  and  treatment  of  him  generallyj 
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and  particularly  when  he  was  confined  by  the  fracture  of  his  leg, 
occasioned  by  the  falling  of  a  house  during  a  fire,  was  marked  by 
nothing  but  extravagant  neglect  and  aversion ;  and  such  was  the 
fitfulness  and  malevolence  of  her  disposition  as  to  forbid  all  hope 
of  harmony  with  her.  His  case  was  so  well  made  out  as  to  meet 
with  no  opposition. 

"  When  Mr.  Burnett  came  to  Paris,  he  was  a  stranger,  and  op- 
posed in  politics  to  a  large  majority  of  the  town  and  county.  He 
was  open  and  decided,  though  temperate  and  respectful  in  his 
political  course,  and  though  in  the  first  few  months  of  his  resi- 
dence amongst  us,  his  politics  awakened  some  prejudice  against 
himself,  his  discretion  and  the  propriety  of  his  conduct  overcame 
them,  and  when  he  left  us  he  had  the  respect  and  good  wishes  of 
our  society,  without  distinction,  and  I  believe  that  he  merited 
them." 

The  correctness  of  the  statement  of  Mr.  Davis  was  certified  to 
by  John  K.  Thoenton  of  the  Senate,  and  Egbert  Matron  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Similar  papers  and  of  similar  import 
were  signed  by  Dr.  G.  Kichols,  of  Shelby ville,  Ky.,  "  an  exem- 
plary member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  loug  at  the  head  of  his 
profession  in  that  town."  And  also  by  the  Eev.  A.  A.  Shannon, 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  same  town.  But' it  is  deemed 
unnecessary  to  copy  them.  The  main  facts  being  thus  established 
by  six  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  country,  political  and 
religious,  no  doubt  need  remain  on  any  mind,  as  to  the  propriety 
and  justice  of  his  course,  in  this  solemn  and  afflictive  matter. 

The  subject  of  a  separate  Territorial  Government,  from  that  of 
Michigan,  heretofore  alluded  to  as  in  contemplation,  was  still 
growing  and  maturing,  with  the  leading  men  of  the  country  lying 
west  of  Michigan.  Judge  Doty  was  in  the  Legislative  Council  at 
Detroit,  and  by  a  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Burnett,  dated  J anuary 
3d,  1835,  it  appears  that  in  accordance  with  measures  concocted 
in  Wisconsin,  and  especially  Crawford  county,  a  bill  was  introduced 
into  the  Legislative  Council  to  provide  for  a  State  Government 
on  the  east  of  that  Lake.   The  object  was  to  have  the  State  Gov- 
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ernment  formed,  leaviug  the  Territorial  Government  on  this  side 
of  the  Lake.  The  bill  met  with  opposition,  because  it  originated 
in  Wisconsin,  and  the  men  of  Michigan  saw  that  if  it  passed,  they 
•would  be  indebted  to  Wisconsin  for  a  State  Government.  But  the 
bill  passed,  and  a  Convention  was  called,  and  and  a  Constitution 
adopted. 

The  prospect  of  a  speedy  separation  from  Michigan,  prevented 
the  passage  of  a  law  to  establish  a  District  Court  west  of  the  Lake, 
for  a  while.  But  a  (g^uestion  arose  as  to  the  residence  of  Judge 
Irwin,  who,  it  seems,  resided  in  Ohio  or  Virginia,  except  when 
attending  courts  in  the  Territory.  The  people  of  Green  Bay 
deemed  the  office  to  be  vacant,  on  account  of  non  residence,  and 
petitioned  the  President  to  appoint  one  in  his  stead ;  and  Mr. 
Bubnett's  name  was  presented  to  the  President  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
The  vacancy  was  not  recognized,  and  the  appointment,  of  course, 
was  not  made.  But  Mr.  Burnett  was  appointed  in  J anuary,  1835, 
District  Attorney  for  the  counties  of  Crawford,  Iowa,  Dubuq^ue 
and  Des  Moines. 

In  the  summer  of  1835,  the  formation  of  a  State  Constitution 
for  Michigan,  and  the  expectation  of  admittance  into  the  Union, 
induced  the  people  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  a  Delegate  to  Congress, 
and  for  a  transfer  of  the  Territorial  Government  of  Michigan  to 
Wisconsin,  without  an  act  of  Congress  to  authorize  it.  Those 
who  are  conversant  with  the  history  of  Michigan  becoming  a 
State,  will  recollect  that  the  people  acted  without  law  or  prece- 
dent, in  forming  and  adopting  their  Constitution,  without  first 
obtaining  an  act  of  Congress  authorizing  them  to  do  so,  and  of  the 
same  piece  of  policy  and  law,  was  the  attempt  to  transfer  the 
Territorial  Government  from  the  east  to  the  west  side  of  Lake 
Michigan.  The  latter,  however,  was  not  recognized  by  the  General 
Government ;  while  the  former  was,  and  other  States,  following 
the  precedent,  have  beeti  admitted  into  the  Union  in  a  similar 
way. 

But  to  save  appearances,  and  obey  the  forms  of  law,  it  was 
agreed  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Lake,  that  the  Delegate  to  repre- 
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sent  the  Territory  should  be  elected  ou  the  west  side,  leaving  the 
peninsala  to  form  a  State  Government,  and  be  represented  hy 
tbeir  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress.  While  this  was 
arranging,  Mr.  Burnept  received  numerous  letters,  which  I  find 
on  file,  urging  him  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  Delegacy. 

One  arrangement  in  this  transferring  the  Territorial  Government; 
to  Wisconsin,  was  to  apportion  the  whole  of  the  thirteen  members, 
among  the  counties  west  of  the  Lake.  This  being  done  by  Gov. 
8.  T.  Mason,  those  counties  elected  their  Council  men,  among 
whom  was  Mr.  Buenett  from  Crawford.  The  reason  assigned 
for  this  movement,  as  stated  in  a  letter  now  before  me,  dated  July 
10th,  1835,  from  a  prominent  actor  in  the  business,  is  in  these 
words:  ''You  will  perceive  by  this,  that  it  is  our  intention  to 
continue  the  Territorial  Government  of  Michigan  in  force,  with- 
out any  farther  legislation  by  Congress,  and  this  is  the  result  of 
all  my  exertions  last  winter,  because  I  am  satisfied,  that  it  is 
the  only  way  in  which  we  can  get  a  separate  Government,  until 
the  boundary  question  shall  be  settled."  This  boundary  ques- 
tion was  between  Ohio  and  Indiana  on  the  one  side,  and  Michi- 
gan on  the  other;  and  cairied  with  it  the  boundary  question 
between  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  and,  as  in  most  cases,  the  weak- 
er party  was  compelled  to  yield  up  their  rights  to  the  illegal 
claims  of  the  stronger,  in  open  violation  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  which  run  the  line  due  east  and  west,  from  and  through  the 
southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan.  But  the  whole  scheme 
of  the  transfer  of  the  Territorial  Government  was  a  failure. 

Mr.  Burnett  attended  the  summer  terms  of  the  courts  in  which 
he  was  District  Attorney.  Bat  finding  ''it  inconvenient  and  un- 
pleasant" to  continue  in  the  office,  on  the  10th  of  September,  1835, 
he  tendered  his  resignation  to  Gov.  Mason. 

The  election  of  Delegate  to  Congress  and  members  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial Council,  was  held  on  the  1st  Monday  of  Oct.,  1835,  when 
Giio.  W.  J(5ne8  was  chosen  Delegate  from  Michigan,  and  Mr.  Bub- 
NETT,  among  others,  was  elected  to  the  Legislative  Council,  to 
meet  at  Green  Bay.   The  Council  met  at  the  appointed  time  in 
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December,  but  the  new  acting  Governor  of  Michigan  not  appear- 
ing, as  was  expected,  there  was  not  much  of  importance  done  by 
it.  Mr.  Burnett  was  chosen  President  of  the  Council,  but  as  no 
Governor  was  on  hand,  no  message  presented  calling  attention  to 
important  subjects  for  consideration,  the  members  preient  had  an 
opportunity  to  pass  resolutions  implicating  the  acting  Governor 
for  neglect  of  duty.  Why  acting  Gov.  Horner  did  not  meet  the 
Council  at  the  time  and  place  fixed  upon,  has  not,  I  believe,  been 
made  public.  Some  supposed  that  he  was  advised  from  Washing- 
ton, that  the  whole  proceeding  was  without  the  authority  of  law ; 
but  from  a  letter  from  Col.  Jones,  then  the  Delegate  from  Michi- 
gan, dated  at  Washington,  Feb.  20th,  1836,  it  appears  that  Mr. 
Horner  "  dreaded  the  journey  "  from  Detroit  to  Green  Bay,  in 
dead  of  winter,  "  as  he  admitted  "  to  him. 

It  appears  from  the  correspondence  of  Col.  Jones  with  Mr.  Bur- 
liTETT,  that  the  Council  passed  resolutions  censuring  Gov.  Hornkr 
for  non-attendance,  and  resolutions  touching  Gov.  Cass  in  relation 
to  Indian  Treaties.  These  resolutions  implied  blame,  or  at  least 
something  that  needed  explanation.  There  were  also  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Burnett,  and  others,  but  especially  by  him,  impli- 
cating Gov.  Cass'  administration  of  Indian  Affairs  while  Governor 
of  Michigan,  and  even  after  his  elevation  to  the  head  of  the  War 
Department.  Wheth^  these  charges  were  well  or  ill  founded,  I 
have  no  means  of  knowing.  I  can  only  say,  that  on  this  frontier, 
I  have  found  those  who  think  that  they  were,  while  others  are  of 
a  different  opinion.  The  speeches  made  while  the  resolutions 
were  under  discussion,  were  printed  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
time,  and  were  reiterated  and  elaborated  in  a  series  of  numbers 
afterwards  printed  in  the  Galena  Gazette^  over  the  signature  of 
Wisconsin^  all  of  which,  it  seems,  found  their  way  to  Washington 
and  called  forth  expressions  of  regret  from  Cols.  Johnson  and 
Jones,  and  a  kind  offer  of  mediation  from  Gov.  Dodge,  in  which 
he  used  the  language  of  Gov.  Cass  in  reference  to  M>.  Burnett, 
all  of  which  were  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  for  Mr.  Burnett, 
and  the  matter  seems  to  have  been  dropped  here. 
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We  may  add,  that  the  Council  not  being  properly  organized, 
the  resolutions,  of  course,  did  not  possess  the  prestige  of  legality. 
But  it  seemed,  from  what  followed  the  publication  of  those  num- 
bers in  the  Gazette^  that  there  was  some  foundation  for  the  charges 
implied  in  the  resolutions,  and  which  were  amplified  and  sus- 
tained in  the  numbers  alluded  to.  For  in  a  letter  now  before  me, 
from  an  officer  of  the  army  ©f  some  rank,  dated  May  11th,  1836, 
at  Natchitoches,  I  find  the  following:  "I  saw  your  No.  1,  for 
the  first  time  this  morning  in  a  St.  Louis  Repuhlicany  taken  from 
a  Galena  paper.  But  my  dear  fellow,  have  you  no  conscience, 
that  you  put  it  to  our  talented  and  literary  Secretary  so  unmerci- 
fully ?  If  you  fail  to  make  an  impression,  then  set  it  down  as 
established,  that  honesty  goes  for  nothing  when  in  contest  with 
political  power.  Some  of  ils  have  had  strong  suspicions  on  this 
point  before  now." 

And  before  the  close  of  the  publication  of  these  numbers,  Mr* 
BuENETT  received  a  polite  intimation  from  Washington,  that  he 
could  have  any  appointment  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department, 
it  being  understood,  though  not  expressed,  that  their  publication i 
should  cease.  But  this  intimation  was  viewed  by  Mr.  Bue- 
KETT  in  the  light  of  a  bribe,  and  he  said,  that  if  he  was  not 
entitled  to  an  office  from  merits  he  should  not  accept  of  one  as  a 
bribe,  to  be  silent  on  matters  of  public  interest,  when  exposure 
of  political  or  other  corruption,  seemed  to  be  a  duty.*  Those  * 
numbers,  so  far  my  knowledge  goes,  are  out  of  print,  unless  some 
one  has  an  old  file  of  the  Galena  Gazette  for  1836. 


•This  "  intimation"  of  a  bribe  from  "Washington,  would  seem  to  hint  that  it  emanated  in  some  way 
from  Gen,  CaSS,  as  the  newspaper  strictures  referred  to  him.  From  the  rague  assertions  of  Mr,  Brun- 
SON,  we  respectfully  suggest,  whether  in  defending  the  dead,  our  friend  maj  not,  in  his  zeal,  have  done 
inj«Btice  to  the  living  ?  What  the  charges  were,  we  are  not  told,  except  that  they,  in  a  general  waf^., 
implied  soma  blame  against  Gen.  Cass,  connected  with  Indian  treaties,  both  while  Governor  of  Michi- 
gan  Territory,  and  since  his  administration  of  the  "War  Department.  But  Mr.  Brunson  himself  can- 
didly admits,  that  "  whether  these  changes  were  well  or  ill-founded,  I  have  mo  means  of  knowing  ^' 
and  adds,  "  I  can  only  say,  that  on  this  frontier,  I  have  found  those  who  think  that  they  were,  wliile 
others  are  ot  a  different  opinion,"  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson  and  Hon.  6.  "W.  Jones  "regretted''  that  stick 
charges  had  been  made,  and,  Gen.  Dodgk  could  not  have  believed  them,  or  he  would  not  have  offered 
his  fri«ndly  mediation  in  the  matter.  F(Jt  Gen.  Cass  to  have  "  intimated"  a  bribe,  would  have  implied 
gtiilt ;  and  no  one,  we  can  hardly  suppose,  would  seriously  entertain  even  a  suspicion  of  his  having 
knowingly  wrongtd  either  the  Goremment  or  the  Indi»na.  L.  C. 
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Among  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  Council,  were  memorials  to 
oongrees,  to  organize  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  whether  Michi- 
gan became  a  state  or  not,  and  to  the  President,  in  reference  to 
the  officers  of  the  Territory,  praying  that  the  offices  thereof  be 
filled  by  citizens  of  the  Territory,  and  not  by  men  of  other  States, 
who  would  come  to  the  country  for  the  sake  of  office,  and  not 
without;  claiming  that  competent  men  could  be  found  already  in 
the  c  ountry,  who  came  here  to  reside,  whether  in  office  or  out  of 
it  It  was  expected  that  Gen.  Dodge,  who  was,  and  yet  is,  a  citi- 
zen of  the  country,  would  be  made  Governor.  And  it  was  re- 
ported that  the  Secretary  of  Michigan  had  the  promise  of  a  trans- 
fer to  Wisconsin  in  the  same  office  ;  but  against  this,  the  Council 
protested  in  the  strongest  manner,  and  solicited  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Burnett  to  that  office.  The  I'eport  and  resolutions  of  the 
Council,  on  this  subject,  were  conveyed  to  Col.  Jones  at  Washing- 
ton by  CoL.  Hamilton,  and  were  immediately  laid  before  the 
President. 

Col.  Jones  says :  "  I  proceeded  in  'propria  persona  to  the  Pres- 
ident, presented  the  document  to  him,  and  endeavored  to  impress 
upon  him  the  propriety  of  granting  the  prayer  of  the  Council." 
Col.  Jones  further  says,  in  a  previous  letter,  dated  Dec.  22d :  "  I 
have  but  one  course  to  pursue,  and,  first,  my  feeble  effi)rts  will, 
in  all  cases,  be  made  to  have  appointed  citizens  of  our  own  Terri- 
*  tory.  From  amongst  these,  I  will  endeavor  to  have  those  appoint- 
ed, who  I  honestlj  believe  to  be  best  qualified,  everything  consid- 
ered, to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  to  be  filled.  As  to  the 
office  of  Secretary,  I  know  of  no  person  who  is  an  applicant  for 
the  place,  that  I  believe  to  be  so  well  qualified  to  discbarge  its 
duties  as  yourself,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  if  justice  is  done  to 
the  people  interested,  but  that  you  will  receive  the  appointment." 
,  If  the  Secretaryship  could  not  be  obtained,  Mr.  Buknett  de- 
eired  a  judgeship,  and  for  one  of  these  offices,  his  friends  in  Con- 
gress, such  as  Johnson  and  Jones,  and  through  them  Benton, 
Linn,  Wright,  Tallmadge  and  many  others,  earnestly  contended. 
Bat  perhaps  there  never  was  a  greater  scramble  for  the  offices  of  a 
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Territory  than  in  this  instance.  It  was  the  first  Territory  organ- 
ized under  the  administration  of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  his  friends, 
or  at  least  many  of  them,  were  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  now  offered,  to  get  some  office. 

Col.  Jones  says,  under  date  of  March  13th,  1836,  while  the  bill 
to  organize  to  the  Territory  was  pending  :  "  The  President  told 
me  the  other  day,  that  there  would  be  a  thousand  applicants  for 
the  offices  of  our  Territory.  There  is  scarcely  a  day  that  I  am  not 
asked  for  my  feeble  influence  in  favor  of  some  rascally  offlce- 
hunter  from  this  District,  or  some  State.  I  assure  you,  that  I 
have  become  so  disgusted  with  the  hungry  wolves,  that  I  cannot 
treat  them  with  common  civility.  I  hate  the  sight  of  them,  and 
look  upon  them  as  robhers  of  the  dearest  rights  of  my  constitu- 
ents. We  ought  to  drive  them  from  our  soil,  if  they  succeed  in 
stealing  our  offices." 

But  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  made  in  favor  of  citizens  of 
the  Territory,  the  offices  were  mostly  filled  by  those  from  other 
States ;  and  as  a  reason  lor  this.  Col.  Jones  says,  Apr.  18th,  1836 : 
"  I  go  for  Wisconsin  and  her  citizens  before  the  world.  But,  Sir, 
we  have  no  votes  to  give  for  President,  and  are  not  worth  pleas- 
ing. These  office-seekers  are  strongly  recommended,  and  it  is  a 
difficult  matter,  as  the  President  told  me,  to  get  over  the  impor- 
tunities of  his  numerous  political  and  influential  friends,  who 
have  their  friends  to  please."  It  is  possible,  if  not  probable,  that 
Mr.  Burnett  would  have  been  more  successful  in  his  application 
for  office,  if  he  had  been  less  independent,  and  allowed  what  he 
considered  to  be  corruption  in  high  places,  to  pass  without  his 
caustic  strictures  upon  it. 

As  early  as  March,  1836,  the  incipient  steps  were  taken  at  De- 
troit, to  form  the  Four  Lake  Company^  with  a  view  to  secure  the 
site,  and  lay  out  a  city,  which  should  afterwards  be  the  capital  of 
Wisconsin.  Several  persons  were  associated  with  Govs.  Mason 
and  Doty  in  this  enterprise,  one  of  whom  was  Mr.  Burnett.  The 
country  being  then  unsettled  from  the  Blue  Mounds  to  Milwaukee, 
and  but  little  explored,  measures  were  taken  by  some  of  the  com' 
39 
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pany,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  the  measure,  and  the  land 
was  entered  and  a  city  laid  out,  which  was  afterwards  christened 
Madison. 

Early  in  April,  1836,  acting  Gov.  Hoeneb  had  moved  to  Wis- 
consin, expecting  to  hold  the  same  relation  to  Wisconsin  that  he 
had  held  to  Michigan.  The  bill  to  organize  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin had  not  yet  passed  Congress.  Michigan  had  assumed  to 
be  a  State,  and  was  expecting  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union;  but 
the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  of  the  dominant  party  in  politics,  was 
of  the  progressive  character,  and  those  who  felt  most  interested, 
were  impatient  at  the  tardy  movements  of  Congress,  and  were 
still  anxious  to  move  the  Territorial  Governmeut  of  Michigan  to 
Wisconsin  nolens  volens.  Accordingly,  Gov.  Horner,  then  at  Du- 
buque, (Mr.  Burnett  being  there  at  the  same  time,)  addressed  the 
following  to  Mr.  Burnett,  April  8th,  1836  : 

"  Sir  : — As  the  Executive  of  Michigan  Territory,  I  desire  your 
opinion  on  this  point :  Can  I  convene  the  Legislative  Council  of 
Michigan  Territory  at  any  other  place  than  Green  Bay  ?  If  I  can, 
will  it  suit  your  convenience,  as  a  member  of  that  Council,  to  at- 
tend in  the  next  two  months,  at  a  convenient  place  within  the 
Mining  District!  I  should  also  be  glad  to  know,  whether  you  de- 
sire a  session  of  it."  To  this  Mr.  Burnett  answered  as  follows : 
"  In  answer  to  the  first  question  proposed,  that  is,  whether  you 
can  convene  the  Council  at  any  other  place  than  Green  Bay,  I 
will  state  what  took  place  during  the  session  of  January  last  re- 
lative to  that  subject.  Near  the  close  of  the  session,  a  resolution 
was  introduced,  requesting  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  to  call 
the  Council  together  at  some  further  day,  and  at  a  different  place. 
Upon  this  resolution  a  discussion  arose,  and  the  measure  was  op- 
posed by  some,  upon  the  ground,  that  the  place  for  the  assembling 
of  the  Council  having  been  once  designated  by  the  competent 
authority,  it  was  then  fixed,  and  must  remain  so  until  it  should  be 
changed  by  law.  It  was  contended,  that  the  power  vested  in  the 
Executive  by  the'act  of  1835,  (of  Michigan,  making  Green  Bay 
the  place  of  meeting,)  was  not  a  continuing  power,  to  be  exercised 
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at  will,  by  changlDg  the  succeeding  meetings  of  the  Council  from 
plftce  to  place  ;  but  that  when  it  had  been  once  exerted,  the  au- 
thority "was  exhausted,  and  could  be  renewed  only  by  subsequent 
legislation.  The  subject  was  one  upon  which  I  had  not  previous- 
ly reflected,  and  the  arguments,  by  the  opponents  of  the  measure, 
bad  not  before  occurred  to  me,  and  1  was  not  prepared  readily  to 
admit  the  conclusions  to  which  they  brought  the  minds  of  others; 
they,  however,  prevailed  with  a  decided  majority,  and  the  meas- 
ure was  defeated  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote.  Whatever  my 
present  opinion  may  be  upon  the  legal  principle  involved  in  the 
question,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  of  very  little  consequence,  as  I  am' 
persuaded  that  unless  other  members  have  changed  theirs  since 
>  the  close  of  the  session,  a  quorum  could  not  be  obtained,  who 
think  that  the  Council  can  be  legally  convened  at  any  other  place 
than  the  one  first  designated  under  the  law. 

"  As  to  the  inquiry,  whether  it  will  suit  my  convenience  to  at- 
tend a  session,  &c  ,  I  will  remark,  that,  in  the  discharge  of  any 
public  duty,  I  have  ever  made  my  personal  considerations  yield 
to  the  emergency  of  the  case  ;  and  that  in  as  much  as  it  is  not  my 
privilege  to  have  public  measures  shaped  with  a  view  to  suit  my 
individual  wishes  and  convenience,  it  is  not  my  expectation  that 
they  should  be  so  ordered. 

"  In  reply  to  the  last  question  proposed,  I  will  say,  with  all  due 
deference  and  respect  for  the  Executive,  that  it  seems  to  me,  that 
my  individual  wishes  either  for  or  against  the  assembling  of  the 
Council,  ought  not  to  have  more  weight  and  influence  in  directing 
the  action  of  the  Governor,  than  those  of  any  other  citizen  of  the 
country.  The  Governor  will,  I  presume,  exercise  his  discretion 
upon  the  subject,  and  judge  of  the  expediency  of  the  measure 
proposed,  from  the  exigency  of  the  times,  in  reference,  as  well,  to 
^     the  domestic  affairs  with  the  General  Government." 

This,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  was  the  last  attempt  to  keep  alive 
the  Territorial  Government  of  Michigan  in  Wisconsin.  On  the 
20th  of  April,  1836,  the  act  organizing  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin was  approved,  and  took  effect  on  the  4:th  July  of  that  year.  
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Things  now  began  to  operate  in  a  more  legal  form  than  before. — 
The  Secretary  of  the  former  Territory  was  made  Secretary  of  this, 
and  until  the  arrival  of  Gov.  Dodge  was,  as  he  had  been  in  Mich- 
igan, acting  Governor.  Under  the  new  organization,  new  ofiScere, 
a  new  Delegate  to  Congress,  and  new  Councilmen  and  Represen- 
tatives had  to  be  chosen  ;  and,  as  on  former  occasions,  Mr.  Bdb- 
NETT  was  the  choice  of  numerous  friends.  A  strong  efibrt  waB 
made  to  ^et  his  name  before  the  people  as  a  candidate  for  Con-^ 
gress,  but  this  he  declined. 

The  organic  law  of  the  Territory  authorized  the  Governor  to 
cause  a  census  of  the  different  counties  to  be  taken,  and  to  ap:^ 
portion  the  thirteen  members  of  the  Council  and  the  twenty-six 
members  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  "among  the  several 
tounties^^^  "  as  nearly  equal  as  practicable."  The  people  of  Craw- 
ford county,  where  Mr.  Buenett  resided,  understood  this  law  to 
give  each  county  a  representation  in  each  house.  But  the  Gov- 
ernor understood  it  otherwise,  and  apportioned  the  members  of  tho 
Council  among  the  counties  that  had  a  larger  population  than^ 
that  of  Crawford,  giving  the  latter  two  members  of  the  House, 
bat  no  member  of  the  Council,  nor  attaching  tbe  county  to  any 
other  so  as  to  foim  a  Council  district,  or  affording  the  people  an 
opportunity  in  any  way  to  vote  for  a  Councilman.  Upon  this 
state  of  the  case,  the  people  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  a  repreeen- 
tative  in  the  Council,  unanimously  eltjcted  Mr.  Buenjitt  to  thafc 
place. 

The  election  being  over,  Mr.  Burnett  wrote  to  Gov.  Dodob, 
October  17ih,  1836,  as  follows  :  "  Sir: — You  will  percieve  from 
the  Sheriff's  return  of  the  election  held  in  this  county,  that  the 
people  have  unanimously  elected  me  to  the  Council  in  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  the  Territory.  As  tbe  act  for  estabh'sliing 
the  Territorial  Government  provides,  that  "  the  number  of  persona 
authorized  to  be  elected,  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  in 
each  of  the  said  counties  for  the  Council,  shall  be  declared  by  the 
aaid  Governor  to  be  duly  elected  to  the  said  Council,"  the  que»- 
tion  is  submitted  to  you,  whether  you  will  declare  me  to  be  dulj 
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hardly  necessary  now  to  go  into  an  argument  of  the  case,  but  I 
may  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  the  organic  law  evidently  was 
intended  to,  and  does  most  fully,  so  far  as  positive  enactment  can 
go,  secure  to  the  people  of  every  county,  the  equal  rights  of  suf- 
frage and  representation  with  their  fellow- citizens  in  other  parts 
of  the  Territory.  The  people  of  this  county  have  elected  one 
member  to  the  Council,  which  is  the  least  they  could  do,  to  have 
any  representation  in  that  body.  That  number  seems  most  clearly 
to  me  to  be  authorized  by  law,  to  be  elected,  and  proper  to  be  so 
declared  by  the  Executive.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulties 
of  the  case,  as  it  now  stands,"  (there  being  thirteen  members 
elected,  besides  Mr.  Burnett,)  "  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  make  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  course  proper  to  be  pursued  by  the  Executive, 
under  the  present  circumstances.  I  only  ask,  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  an  entire  county,  what  they  and  I  are  perfectly  con- 
vinced is  our  lawful  right,  and  that  the  member  chosen  by  them 
with  one  voice  to  represent  them,  may  be  officially  declared  to  be 
duly  elected." 

It  is  a  question  which  I  leave  to  others  to  decide,  whether  the 
trouble  in  this  case,  grew  out  of  the  wording  of  the  organic  laws 
or  out  of  the  Governor's  mis  application  of  that  law  in  making 
the  apportionment.  There  were  at  that  time  but  six  counties  in 
the  Territory  among  which  to  apportion  the  thirteen  Councilmen, 
and  the  twenty-six  Eepresentatives.  The  organic  law  seems 
clearly  to  contemplate,  that  each  county  would  contain  a  sufficient 
population  to  entitle  it  to  at  least  one  member  of  the  Council,  and 
one  or  more  members  of  the  House.  But  on  taking  the  census, 
it  was  found,  that  Crawford  county  did  not  contain  one  thirteenth 
part  of  the  population  of  the  Territory.  It  seems,  further,  that 
the  organic  law  made  no  provision  for  attaching  two  or  more 
counties  together,  so  as  to  constitute  a  Council  district.  Here 
was  a  lameness  in  the  law,  which  the  Governor,  it  seems,  thought 
he  had  no  power  to  remedy  ;  but  apportioned  the  members  of  the 
respective  houses,  as  nearly  in  proportion  to  the  inhabitants  as 
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possible,  under  the  circumstances.  No  one  can  justly  impeach 
ithe  motives  of  the  Governor.  He  certainly  could  have  had  no 
intention  to  wrong  the  people  of  Crawford  county,  for  he  gave 
them  two  members  of  the  House,  which  was  more  than  their  pro- 
portion according  to  population.  But  still  the  law,  though  enact- 
ed under  a  mistaken  view  or  opinion  as  to  the  population  of  the 
several  counties,  most  clearly  contemplated  giving  each  county 
at  least  one  Councilman,  as  well  as  representatives.  The  appor- 
tionment, however,  was  so  made  as  to  give  the  13  members  to  the 
other  five  counties,  and  without  attaching  Crawford  to  any  other 
county  for  this  purpose.  >  i 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Legislative  Assembly  met  at 
Belmont,  in  Nov.  1836,  when  Mr.  Bursstt  presented  his  claims 
and  certificate  of  election,  demanding  a  seat  in  the  Council.  But 
the  trouble,  in  case  he  was  admitted  to  a  seat,  was,  that  there 
would  then  be  fourteen  instead  of  thirteen,  and  no  one  knew 
which  of  the  others  must  retire  to  give  him  room.  The  Council 
had  not  the  apportionment  of  its  own  body  previous  to  its  first, 
meetmg,  and  if  the  Governor  had  erred  in  the  apportionment, 
the  Council  had  no  power  to  correct  the  error;  and  the  result  was, 
that  Mr.  Burijett  was  refused  a  seat  in  that  honorable  body.  All 
the  proceedings  in  this  case,  will  be  found  in  the  journal  of  the 
Council  of  that  session. 

At  this  Belmont  session,  and  in  organizing  the  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment, Mr.  Burnett  was  nominated  by  the  Governor,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Council,  as  District  Attorney  for  Crawford  county, 
and  on  the  receipt  of  the  commission  therefor,  wrote  the  Govern- 
or as  follows,  from  Prairie  du  Chien,  Dec.  ITth,  1836 :  Sir : — 
was,  on  this  day,  handed  a  commission  appointing  me,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council,  District 
Attorney  for  the  county  of  Crawford.  I  take  the  earliest  occa- 
sion to  inform  you,  that  I  decline  accepting  the  appointment,  that 
you  may  take  such  steps  to  fill  the  office  as  may  be  deemed  expe- 
dient. Believing,  as  I  do,  most  sincerely,  that  the  Council  was 
not  legally  organized,  and  that  it  had  not,  therefore,  the  lawful 
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authority  to  perform  any  valid  and  binding  act,  I  cannot,  consist- 
ently with  these  opinions,  assume  an  office  that  has  been  confer- 
red by  the  action  of  that  body.  It  is  proper  to  state,  that  my  name 
was  presented  for  the  appointment,  without  any  knowledge  Or 
,  consent  on  my  part." 

The  people  of  Crawford  county,  not  being  satisfied  with  the  ap- 
portionment of  the  Council,  petitioned  Congress  for  redress ;  the 
petition  being  sent  to  the  care  of  the  Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams 
to  be  presented,  and  Mr.  Burnett  wrote  that  eminent  statesman 
a  letter,  explaining  the  matter,  and  urging  the  favor  of  his  influ- 
ence in  their  behalf.  But  it  seemed  that  nothing  was  done  in  the 
premises.  In  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Burnett's  addressing  that 
great  statesman  on  this  subject,  we  see  the  impropriety  of  any 
One's  taking  ultra  measures  in  political  matters.  It  has  been  seen> 
that  Mr.  Burnett  was  an  original  Jackson  man,  and  of  course 
was  an  opponent  of  Mr.  Adams.  And  those  who  recollect  the 
(Spirit,  as  well  as  the  means,  used  in  that  contest,  would  hardly 
think  it  possible,  that  a  Jaokson  man  would  ever  ask  a  favor  of 
Mr.  Adams,  under  any  circumstances.  But  in  the  circumstances 
herein  related,  under  the  administration  of  the  man  whom  he  had 
helped  into  office,  Mr.  Burnett  had  not  received  what  he  deemed 
equal  and  impartial  justice ;  and  to  obtain  this,  he  addresses  the 
the  very  man  whose  election  he  had  opposed.  I  do  not  mean  to 
be  understood  as  saying,  that  Mr.  Burnett  changed  his  political 
views,  as  a  Jackson  democrat,  but  simply,  that  it  is  unsafe  in 
political  contests  to  condemn  or  consign  those  of  an  opposite  party 
to  oblivioj,  for  circumstances  may  so  change,  that  we  may  agree 
on  public  measures,  or  we  may  be  glad  of  their  favor  and  assist- 
ance in  subsequent  cases. 

On  the  29th  day  of  Dec.  1886,  Mr.  Burnett  was  married  to 
Miss  Lucia  Mabia  Brunson,  my  second  daughter,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1837,  he  removed  to  Cassville,  in  Grant  county,  "Wis- 
consin. He  changed  the  place  of  his  residence,  to  be  more  cen- 
tral to  his  professional  business,  which  was  now  greatly  extend- 
ing, not  only  in  the  western  counties  of  what  is  now  Wisconsin, 
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but  also  into  what  is  now  Iowa,  in  Dubuqe,  and  even  into  Des 
Moines  county. 

Early  in  the  year  1838,  the  subject  of  the  election  of  a  Delegate 
to  Congress  from  Wisconsin  Territory  was  agitated  ;  and  Mr.  Bub- 
NETT  was  not  only  consulted  as  to  the  measures  proper  to  be  pur- 
sued, but  was  strongly  solicited  by  his  friends,  on  both  sides  of 
the  river,  to  suffer  his  name  to  be  used  in  the  contest.  Bat  before 
preliminaries  were  arranged.  Congress  divided  the  Territory,  and 
organized  that  of  Iowa  out  of  the  portion  of  Wisconsin  which 
lay  west  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver.  This  entirely  changed  the  face 
of  things  leaving  the  aspirants  on  the  two  sides  of  the  river,  an 
open  field,  without  the  interference  of  the  local  interests,  which 
naturally  grow  out  of  such  circumstances. 

Party  politics  had  hitherto  been  kept  out  of  sight  in  Territorial 
matters,  and  Whigs  and  Democrats  were  not  known  in  the  can- 
vasses for  office.  The  first  Delegate  from  the  Territory,  was  un . 
derstood  to  be  a  Whig,  when  elected ;  but  the  administration  of 
the  General  Government,  and  a  majority  in  Congress,  being  of 
the  Democratic  party,  it  was  deemed  prudent  by  himself  and  his 
friends  to  change  his  political  character.  One  reason  for  this,  was, 
that  as  the  Territory  was  dependent  upon  Congress  for  funds  to 
support  its  Government,  make  its  internal  improvements,  and 
pay  its  numerous  officers,  it  was  policy — the  usual  standard  of 
morality,  truth  and  justice,  with  the  majority  of  the  politicians 
of  the  day — for  our  Delegate  to  be  on  the  strong  side  of  Congress, 
and  the  Administration,  in  hopes  to  obtain  greater  appropriations 
from  the  National  Treasury. 

With  a  view  to  secure  this  object  in  the  election,  without  the 
contingency  of  a  change  in  political  views  or  policy,  Mr.  Burnett 
was  called  upon  by  the  Hon.  J.  S.  H.,  one  of  the  delegates  to  the 
nominating  convention,  to  know  whether  he  "professed  the  prin* 
ciples  of  the  Whig  party,  and  whether  he  was  in  favor  of  a  Na* 
tional  Bank  as  the  only  means  of  regulating  the  currency,  and 
whether  he  believed  in  its  constitutionality." 

The  above  was  dated  at  Green  Bay,  Aug.  17th,  1838,  and  Mr. 


BuEHETT,  then  being  at  that  place,  on  the  day  following  replied  as 
follows :  "  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  it  gives  me  plea- 
sure to  state,  that  I  do  not  now  and  never  have  professed  the 
principles  of  the  Whig  party.  All  my  political  principles  were 
imbibed  in  the  school  of  the  Democratic  party,  as  taught  by  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  his  associates  and  followers,  and  I  am  too  far  ad- 
vanced to  change  these  principles.  I  have  always  been  opposed 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  All  the  arguments  that  have 
been  elicited  in  late  years  in  favor  of  that  institution,  have  not, 
in  any  degree,  tended  to  change  my  opinion.  I  am,  and  ever 
have  been,  in  favor  of  a  strict,  limited  construction  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  a  strict  responsibility  of  all  public  agents.  I  do  not 
believe  it  was  intended  by  the  framers  of  our  Constitution,  to  con- 
fer on  Congress  the  power  of  creating  a  National  Bank  ;  and  in 
all  cases  where  such  a  measure  is  even  doubtful,  I  think  the  safer 
course  is,  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  people,  and  to  the  States.  I 
have  thus  frankly,  and  in  a  few  words,  given  you  my  opinions 
upon  these  questions  ;  believing  it  to  be  the  right  of  the  citizen  to 
enquire  of  a  candidate  for  office  as  to  his  views  upon  the  political 
measures  of  the  country  ;  I  am  nevertheless  clearly  satisfied,  that 
it  is  not  good  policy  to  make  national  politics  a  test  question  in 
our  Ttirritorial  elections,  and  am  opposed  to  any  attempt,  at  pre- 
sent, at  the  organization  of  parties  in  the  Territory."  In  this 
Congressional  contest,  there  were  three  candidates  in  the  field, 
Geo.  W.  Jones,  J.  D.  Doty,  and  Mr.  Burnett.  Each  had  his 
warm  friends,  and  the  election  was  ^warmly  contested.  But  Mr. 
Doty  was  the  successful  man. 

In  a  letter  now  before  me,  from  a  friend  of  Mr.  Burnett  in 
Racine,  giving  reasons  why  the  election  in  that  county  went  so 
different  from  what  was  expected,  among  other  reasons  says,  "  the 

la/r  in  this  village  was  kept  open  by  's  friends  on  the  day  of 

election,  and  I  am  credibly  informed  that  the  bill  was  $25  00." 
When  will  the  time  come  that  bribery  will  not  be  resorted  to,  to 
purchase  votes  ?  And  what  can  a  man  value  himself  at,  who  will 
sell  his  vote,  if  not  himself,  for  a  drink  of  whiskey  ?  Until  this 
40 
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corrupt  and  corrupting  practice  is  discountenanced,  discarded  and 
abandoned,  we  cannot  reasonably  expectpurity  in  our  public  men* 
In  this  case,  it  is  not  said  that  the  candidate  footed  the  rum  bill, 
but  that  his  friends  did.  This  thej  might  do  without  his  knowledge 
or  consent,  but  these  friends  would  not  be  to  that  expense  unless 
they  expected,  if  their  candidate  was  successful,  to  be  compensated 
in  the  shape  of  office,  contract  for  some  public  work,  or  by  direct 
remuneration.  In  either  case,  corruption  is  at  the  bottom  or 
foundation  of  the  movement,  and  while  men  will  thus  sell  their 
influence,  the  elective  franchise  is  but  a  farce,  and  liberty  is  but 
a  solemn  mockery ;  for  the  people  who  thus  dispose  of  their  rights, 
are  but  slaves  to  a  political  demagogue,  who,  if  he  would  thus 
purchase  votes,  would,  in  time,  sell  himself  to  a  usurper  of  a 
higher  grade,  and  become  a  vassal  to  a  crowned  head,  if  by  so 
doing  he  could  be  well  paid  for  his  own,  and  the  liberty  of  his 
country.  These  remarks  are.  not  made  with  reference  to  this  case 
particularly,  but  the  fact  having  occurred  here  gave  rise  to  the 
general  reflection. 

From  the  numerous  nominations,  together  with  the  numerous 
letters  Mr.  Buknett  reeceived  from  the  leading  men  in  different 
parts  of  the  Territory,  it  was  but  a  reasonable  calculation  on  his 
part,  as  well*as  on  that  of  his  friends,  that  he  would  be  elected. 
But  such  is  the  "  glorious  uncertainty"  of  politics,  as  well  as  law, 
tbat  he,  like  many  others  of  merit,  was  doomed  to  be  disappoint- 
ed, and  this  one  added  to  others  heretofore  alluded  to,  induced 
him  to  remain  silent  and  inactive  on  this  score  for  some  length  of 
time.  Nor  would  he  ever  again  have  been  a  candidate  for  any 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  if  he  had  not  literally  been  drag- 
ged out  of  his  retirement  by  his  friends. 

The  Delegate  from  Wisconsin  had  up  to  this  time  been  elected 
in  the  odd  year,  so  that  his  two  years  ran  into  two  Congresses, 
and  as  J udge  Doty  was  successful  1838,  and  the  Governor  and  a 
majority  of  the  Legislature  being  opposed  to  him,  it  was  deemed 
a  favorable  opportunity  to  get  rid  of  him,  by  enacting  that  the 
election  of  Delegate  should  correspond  to  the  election  of  mem- 
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jbers  of  Congress  in  the  States.  This  of  course  brought  on  an 
election  of  Delegate  in  1839.  Judge  Doxr  and  BrRoif  Kilboubn 
were  the  prominent  candidates,  and  by  some  means  which  I  have 
not  seen  explained,  Mr.  Burnett  was  again  brought  before  the 
public  in  that  connection.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  from  his 
own  correspondence,  that  he  consented  or  refused  to  have  his 
name  used  in  that  way.  The  friends  of  each  of  the  prominent 
candidates,  reported  that  his  name  was  used  for  the  purpose  of 
dividing  the  vote  of  their  respective  friends.  Of  this  Mr.  BuE* 
iNBTT  was  not  guilty,  nor  was  he  capable  of  such  a  measure.  As 
it  was,  he  received  but  a  few  scattering  votes,  and  Judge  Dott 
was  again  successful,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  the  law-ma- 
kers and  changers. 

the  meantime, Mr.  BuRNETi''s  practice  at  the  bar  was  greatly 
enlarging,  and  he  was  preparing  his  farm  in  Grant  county  for  the 
reception  of  his  family,  where  he  intended,  and,  as  it  finally  re" 
suited,  did  spend  the  remnant  of  his  days  on  earth,  and  to  which 
he  moved  his  family  in  1840,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  ^'Hermitage." 
In  the  spring  of  1842,  Gov.  Doty  in  organizing  the  militia  of  the 
Territory  appointed  Mr.  Burnett  General  of  the  2nd  Brigade  of 
the  2nd  Division. 

In  the  fall  of  1842,  a  murder  was  committed  on  Prairie  du  Ohien, 
for  which  five  soldiers  were  arrested  and  indicted,  for  whose  de- 
fence Mr.  Burnett  was  employed.  The  accused  were  acquitted, 
and  for  the  want  of  other  means  to  pay  their  counsel,  they  assign- 
■©d  over  to  him  their  pay  due  from  the  United  States^  for  and 
during  the  time  of  their  confinement,  which  assignment  was 
sanctioned  by  the  officer  commanding  the  company  to  which  they 
belonged.  But  the  pay -master,  Major  Street,  refused  to  pay  him, 
or  them,  for  the  time  of  their  confinement,  under  a  decision  of 
Mr.  Thornton,  the  2nd  Controller  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  1833. 
From  this  decision,  Mr.  Burnett  appealed  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  who  referred  the  matter  to  the  Pay-Master  General,  and  he 
(  in  turn  referred  it  to  the  decision  of  the  Controller,  "  that  soldiers 
eonfined  by  the  civil  authority  for  alleged  criminal  offences,  are 
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not  entitled  to  pay  from  the  United  States  for  the  time  they  are 
so  confined.  The  fact  that  the  men  were  not  convicted,  does  not 
alter  the  case.  The  decision  is  based  on  the  ground,  that  no  sei- 
vice  having  been  rendered  the  United  States  during  that  time, 
they,  like  other  employers,  are  not  bound  to  pay  for  any." 

But  Mr.  Burnett,  with  his  characteristic  diligence  as  a  lawyer, 
never  yielding  a  point  in  which  he  thought  he  was  right,  until  the 
last  thing  possible  was  done,  appealed  from  this  tribunal  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  he  writes  Aug.  28th,  1843, 
as  follows :  "I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  request  your  examination 
of  the  enclosed  correspondence.  When  the  matter  was  submitted 
to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  it  was  expected  that  he  would  give 
it  some  attention,  and  not  turn  it  over  to  the  Pay-Master  General. 
He  had  already  given  his  orders  in  relation  to  the  decision  of  the 
2d  Controller,  under  which  Major  Street  was  acting,  when  he 
refused  to  pay  the  men.  If  I  had  wanted  a  re-iteration  of  the 
order,  if  it  could  have  been  of  the  least  imaginable  benefit  to  me 
or  the  men  for  whom  I  have  been  acting,  and  at  whose  request  I 
am  still  urging  their  claims  for  justice,  to  have  it  again  promul- 
gated, I  should  have  written  to  the  Pay-Master  General  direct, 
without  troubling  the  Honorable  Secretary  to  hand  my  letters 
over  to  him  to  be  answered. 

"The  Pay-Master  General  says,  that '  the  decision  of  the  2d  Con- 
troller is  based  upon  the  ground,  that  no  service  having  been 
rendered  the  United  States  during  that  time,  they,  like  other  em- 
ployers, are  not  bound  to  pay  for  any.'  The  same  principle 
would  prevent  the  payment  of  a  soldier  for  the  time  he  might  be 
confined  in  the  Hospital  by  sickness,  or  wounds,  or  while  he  was 
a  prisoner  of  war.  Why  are  the  men,  in  either  of  these  cases, 
paid  for  the  time  in  which  they  render  no  service  ?  Because  they 
have  been  prevented  by  circumstances  to  which  they  must  sub- 
mit, and  have  not  withheld  their  services  voluntarily.  But  Mr. 
Thornton  says,  *  where  the  soldier  is  confined  by  the  civil  au- 
thority,' (an  authority  to  which  the  highest  official  is  bound  to 
submit,  no  matter  how  unjust  the  confinement  may  be,)  the  mis- 
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fortune  fell  on  him,  and  he  must  bear  it.  Now  in  every  imagina- 
ble case,  for  every  day  when  the  muster-roll  does  not  show  the 
Boldier  to  be  present,  or  absent  on  duty,  no  matter  what  accident, 
or  misfortune  may  have  intewened,  the  rule,  with  equal  justice 
and  reason,  and  as  much  law  to  support  it,  would  be  applied — the 
goldier  must  bear  his  misfortune.  The  principle  will  not  not  bear 
extension ;  it  cannot  be  sustained  by  reason  and  analogy. 

"The  substance  of  the  position  is,  that  in  every  case,  where  no 
service  is  rendered,  there  can  be  no  pay  demanded,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  compared  to  an  individual.  This 
rale  would  exclude  every  officer  of  the  Government,  civil  and 
military,  from  receiving  pay  when  absent  from  the  appointed 
place  of  his  duty,  or  when  he  fails  to  render  service.  To  apply 
it  to  the  army,  if  an  officer  is  absent  on  furlough,  or  imprisoned 
on  either  civil  or  criminal  process,  we  never  hear  of  the  rule  be- 
ing applied  to  him.  Is  law  or  reason  differeiit  when  applied  from 
what  it  is,  when,  under  the  same  circumstances,  applied  to  a  sol- 
dier? Is  it  to  be  established  as  a  permanent  measure  of  our 
Government,  that  one  rule  of  justice  is  to  be  applied  to  the  poor 
soldier,  who  always  needs  protection,  and  a  different  and  more 
favorable  one  to  officers  who  are  never  so  necessitous,  and  who 
are  always  more  able  to  protect  themselves,  and  whose  pay  is  of 
8*6  much  more  consequence,  so  far  as  saving  is  conc/erned  ?" 

But  the  appeal  was  of  no  avail  until  two  years  after,  when  the 
money  was  paid.  It  appears  from  the  papers  in  the  case,  that 
this  rule  of  the  Controller  had  lain  dormant  for  ten  years,  on  this 
frontier,  and  it  was  not  known  to  exist  either  by  the  Pay  Master 
or  officers  of  the  army,  until  it^appeai  ed  in  this  case,  and  of  its 
injustice  no  one  can  reasonably  doubt.  As  an  item  of  history,  it 
is  of  little  injportance;  but  as  it  involves  an  important  principle 
of  law,  and  exhibits  the  glaring  injustice  of  the  Government  to- 
wards the  weak  and  helpless,  it  is  worthy  of  note. 

From  the  organization  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Territory 
Mr.  Burnett  had  been  the  Reporter  thereof,  and  in  the  winter  of 
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1843-4,  the  Legislature  authorized  the  publication  of  the  Reports 
of  cases  in  that  Court,  with  the  Laws  of  the  session.  This  requir- 
ed the  re-writing  of  the  whole  on  short  notice,  but  the  work  was 
accomplished  in  due  time.  But  in  this,  as  in  many  other  cases, 
where  political  squabbles  for  the  ascendency  interfered  with  the 
proper  administration  of  the  Government,  there  were  two  clainl-^ 
ants  of  the  manuscript.  The  Legislature  had  given  the  printing 
of  the  Laws  and  Reports  to  Mr.  Geoege  Hyer,  while  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Territory,  who  held  the  purse  strings,"  wished  to 
give  it  to  Mr.  W.  W.  Wtman.  Furthermore  the  Legislature  ap- 
pointed John  Catlin  and  Ben.  C.  Eastman,  commissioners  to  su- 
perintend the  publication  of  the  Laws  and  Reports,  and  to  com- 
pare the  Laws  in  the  proof  sheets  with  the  originals  in  the  Secre- 
tary's Office,  but  there  were  some  fears  expressed  that  the  Secre- 
tary would  not  grant  the  privilege  of  this  comparison  in  his  Office, 
which  fears,  I  believe,  were  without  sufficient  foundation  to  justi- 
fy them.  In  this  state  of  the  case,  Mr.  Burnett  was  called  upon 
by  both  claimants  for  his  MS.  Reports.  But  the  commissioners 
being  first  in  their  call,  and  Mr.  Burnett  believing  that  the  will 
of  the  people  as  expressed  by  their  representatives,  should  be 
obeyed,  in  preference  to  that  of  a  foreign  Secretary,  who  was  sent 
here  by  the  Federal  Government  merely  or  chiefly  as  a  fiscal  agent^^ 
lie  sent  the  MS.  to  the  commissioners,  who  caused  the  Reports  to 
be  printed  according  to  law. 

In  the  year  1844,  Mr.  Burnett  was  called  upon  to  appear  be- 
fore the  people  of  his  county  of  Grant,  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Assembly.  There  seems  to  have  been  strong  eflbrts  made  against 
his  election,  on  account  of  the  indejiendence  with  which  he  attend- 
ed upon  his  duties  at  the  bar,  but  he  succeeded  by  a  handsome 
majority,  having  1000  out  of  the  1500  votes  cast. 

In  the  winter  of  1844-5,  and  while  the  Assembly  was  in  ses- 
sion, a  rumor  that  an  Indian  war  had  broken  out,  came,  with  a 
thousand  fearful  forebodings,  producing  intense  excitement  in  and 
about  the  Capitol.    At  this  time,  the  militia  laws  had  all  been 
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repealed,  probably  with  a  view  to  counteract  the  supposed  influ- 
ence of  Gov.  Doty,  and  the  capital  he  might  have  made  by  the 
organization  of  the  militia,  and  the  appointment  of  the  oflScers 
fcom  among  his  friends,  the  majority  of  the  Legislature  being 
opposed  to  Doty.  At  this  juncture,  however,  a  change  in  the 
administration  of  the  General  Government  had  changed  Governors, 
and  Gen.  Dodge  was  again  at  the  helm  of  the  Territory.  Bat  the 
law  which  abolished  the  militia  service  with  a  view  to  hamper 
and  trammel  Doty,  was  now,  in  a  time  of  need,  found  to  trammel 
and  hamper  Dodge,  for  though  great  fear  was  excited,  that  plunder 
and  murder  would  be,  or  were  actually  being  committed  by  the 
Indians,  the  Governor's  hands  were  tied  by  the  law,  which  he 
had  himgelf  approved.  The  representations  of  Indian  disturban- 
ces made  to  the  Governor,  he  communicated  to  the  Assembly. 

If  I  have  been  rightly  informed,  the  emergency  of  the  case  was 
such,  as  to  call  the  two  Houses  together  at  an  evening  session,  to 
recieve  the  Governor's  Message  on  the  subject,  and  to  devise 
ways  and  means  for  the  public  defence.  And  while  one  was 
looking  at  another,  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do,  Mr.  Burnett 
penned  and  offered  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  by  which  the  militia 
organization  had  been  abolished,  and  to  restore  the  former  laws 
upon  the  subject.  In  offering  the  bill  which  contained  only  a 
few  lines,  he  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  so  that  the  bill 
passed  at  once,  and  was  sent  to  the  Council ;  and,  by  the  same 
process,  it  was  passed  there,  and  in  about  half  an  ho^r  from  the 
time  it  was  first  offered,  the  Governor  had  approved  of  it,  and 
the  whole  militia  of  the  Territory  was  organized,  officers  and  all, 
and  measures  were  said  to  be  taking  to  call  out  a  portion  of  it,  to 
chiastise  the  supposed  marauders  ;  when  a  second  communication 
to  the  Governor,  showed  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  it.  The 
first  report  had  grown  out  of  exaggerated  statements  of  some 
white  hunters,  who  had  come  in  contact  with  some  Indians  in  the 
same  pursuit,  and  who  probably  took  some  game  which  the  whites 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  taken ;  and  possibly  some  pigs  had 
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been  taken  on  the  credit  of  the  Indians,  but  this  was  never  proven 
against  them.* 

Mr.  Bqrnett  was  again  in  the  Legislature  in  1846,  when  ar- 
rangements were  made  to  call  a  Convention  to  form  a  Constitution 
for  a  State  Government.  He  was  also  elected  a  Delegate  to  the 
Conveiit  *>M,  which  met  on  the  5th  day  of  October,  1846.  He  was, 
however,  prevented,  by  sickness,  from  reaching  Madison,  until 
the  14:th  of  the  month,  when  he  took  his  seat  in  this  first  State 
Convention.  He  had  been  some  months  confined  at  home  by 
disease,  and  was  indeed  unfit  to  leave  home  wh6n  he  did.  But 
feeling  the  high  responsibilities  which  rested  upon  him,  he  re- 
paired to  the  Capital,  but  his  stay  there  was  destined  to  be  short. 

On  the  19th  of  the  month,  Mrs.  Bornett,  who  the  day  previous 


•  By  reference  to  the  Legislative  Journals,  it  appears  that  this  matter  happened  on  the  last  ereniag 
of  the  following  session,  Febi  uary  3,  1846.  The  Governor  communicated  the  proceedings  of  a  meeV 
ing  of  the  citizens  of  Muscoda,  on  the  Wisconsin  River,  in  Grant  county,  dated  Sunday  night,  Feb.  1, 
1846  stating  as  follows:  "The  citizens  of  this  praiiio  and  surrounding  country,  having  been  for  the 
last  several  months  annoyed  and  harrassed  by  the  depredations  of  the  Winnebago  Indiana,  and  sub- 
mitted to  their  bullying  and  insults,  have  at  length  been  forctd  to  the  dernier  resort— to  take  up  amui 
for  our  protection.  This  evening  a  skirmish  tooli  place  between  the  Indians  and  the  citizens,  in  which 
four  of  the  former  were  severely,  if  not  mortally,  wounded  ;  and  from  tbe  known  character  of  the  lo- 
diauB,  we  may  naturally  expect  more  serious  consequences  to  ensue.  A  true  and  correct  statement  oi 
the  occurrencta  of  the  day,  is  substantially  as  follows :  A  number  of  the  Indians  came  down  the  north 
side  of  the  Wisconsiu  River  to  Capt.  Smitii's,  and  stole  his  canoe.  He  discovered  them,  and  called  to 
them  to  bring  it  back,  which  they  refused  to  do.  The  Captain,  with  several  other  men,  came  over  to 
this  shore,  found  the  Indians  who  took  bis  boat,  and  chastised  one  or  two  ol  them  with  a  stick,  and  in 
the  melee,  one  of  his  men  was  severely  hurt  with  a  club,  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  Indians.  The  In- 
dians then  ran,  and  the  citizens,  a  number  of  whom  had  by  this  time  collected,  followed  them  a  little 
way  and  returned.  In  a  short  time  the  Indians  came  back  also.  All  the  citizens  having  by  this  time 
assembled  Capt.  JjkMES  B.  Estes  and  Booth  advanced  towards  them,  unarmed,  and  in  a  pe  .ceable  man- 
ner making  friendly  manifestations— all  ol  which  time  the  Indians  threatened,  by  drawing  their  knivea, 
throwing  off  their  blankets,  waving  their  guns  in  the  air,  and  pointing  them  toward  the  whites.  Find- 
ing it  impossible  to  pacify  or  appease  them,  they  separated,  and  in  a  moment  they  fired  upon  the  citIr 
sens— the  next  minute  their  fire  was  returned,  and  lour  of  them  fell."  They  then  add,  that  the  Indians 
have  sent  tneir  runners  to  collect  their  scatiered  bands,  and  the  whites  have  sent  for  aid  ;  that  thej 
want  the  Governor's  aesistanct ,  and  are  determined  to  kill  or  drive  every  Indian  on  the  Wisconsin, 
over  the  Missisbippi ;  have  upwards  of  forty  men  under  arms,  and  have  chosen  JamksB.  Ehtks  foF 
Captain. 

Gov.  DoDGB  recommended  tbe  adoption  of  a  memorial  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  asking  for  a  corps  of 
dragoons  to  protect  the  frontier  settlements.  ♦*  In  tbe  course  of  half  an  hour,"  says  the  Madison  Arffvg 
of  that  period,  "  renoiuliou*  were  adopted  to  that  effect,  and  the  militia  law  of  the  Territory  ravived 
and  on  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  the  Governor  set  out  immediately  for  the  Boene  of  diatutlh 
anoe,  but  the  excitement  had  died  awsy,  and  no  more  trouble  was  apprehended.  L.  C.  D. 
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had  returned  from  the  funeral  of  her  mother,  was  taken  with  the 
typhoid^ feYer,  then  prevalent,  in  the  country;^  iii  '^is^ few  days, 
her  danger  was  such,  that  his  presence  was  deemed  essential, 
and  a  messenger  was  sent  with  his  own  team  for  him.  On  the 
night  of  t^e^^^h,  after  the  faitigiies  of  the  day,  he  left  Madison 
'te-  a  T^agon  foir  home,  eighty-iive  miles  distant,  and  reached iiome, 
before  he  sl^ept,  the  night  following.  This  fatigue  and  exposure, 
togethe^'With  .  his  anxiety  of  mind-,  caused  a  relapse  of  his  disease, 
-aiid  iiG^kv^s  at  6ne3  confined^'to  Ms  bed  ;  and  besides  his  '^ife,  his 
nlo^jhel*/  who-a  few  months  pre^ously'  had  corne  to  spend  her  de- 
dlinlng'-*days'  with  iiiiii;  also  lay  lind^r  the  same  roof,  ai^d  under 
the'infcence  and- effects  of  the  same  disease,  and  all  three  within 
hearitigvDf  each  Other. 

On  the  1st  day  of  Nov^ff^mber,  1846,  his  mother  departed  this 
life  in  peace,  but  neither  Mr.  nor  Mrs.  BuENiSTT  could  follow  her 
1o- the 'grave.  On  Uhe  5tli  of  the  same  month,  Mr.  Btjrnett 
breathed  his  la#ty and' fa  aboi^t  - three  hours  afterwards  his  wife 
followed  bim  iritd  the  spirit-WoHdi  The  house,  at  this  time,' was 
emphatically  the  house  of  mourniDg.  Mrs.  Btjeijett's  father,  two 
brothei'ffy  sifeter,  and 'several  other  relations  were  present,  but  Mr. 
BTrnNET-^  h^d^'no  relative  present,  other  than  those  already  merh- 
tioned,  >0f  his  wife's.  But  sucli  was  .the  deep  hold  he  had  upon 
the  aflP^ctious  of  his  neighbors,  that  no  care  or  pains  were  spared 
for  his  comfort,  and  that  of  his  afflicted  family.  The  house  was 
li<?era4il'y  thron-^d  bMh  day  and  night,  not  merely  by  spectators, 
but  by  those  who  sympathized  with  the  afflicted,  and  came  to 
'administer relief         '^i-^  ■  --  .a,  , 

■  The  news  of  this  double  deaths  spread  with  the  velocity  of  the 
wind  ;  and  on  the  7th,  a  large  concourse  of  people  assembled  'to 
convey  the 'deceased  couple  to  their  single  grave.  '  Mr.  Bui^nett 
had  selected  a  spot  in  a  beautiful  grove,  at  the  head  of  his  gar- 
-den,  for  his  family  cemetery,  where  he  had  already  buried  a  little 
^«^on,  who  was  killed  by  the  kick  of  a  horse,  and  where  his  mother 
but  five  days  before  had  been  interred  ;  and  there  his  masonic 
brethren,  his  family  connections,  and  a  large  concourse  of  friends, 
41 
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consigned  his  remains  and  those  of  his  companion  to  one  common 
grave.  Language  can  never  depict  the  intense  state  of  feeling 
that  pervaded  the  whole  community.  The  mail  conveyed  the  sad 
intelligence  to  the  Convention. 

On  the  10th  of  ITovember,  Hon.  J.  Allen  Barbeb,  to  whom 
the  sad  intelligence  was  sent,  rose  in  the  Convention,  and  made 
the  following  announcement :  Died  at  his  residence  at  the 
Hermitage,  Nov.  5th,  1846,  Thomas  P.  Burnett,  aged  forty-six 
years  and  two  months.  Also,  the  same  day,  Lucia  M.  Buenett, 
his  wife,  aged  twenty-nine  years  and  seven  months.  Also  at  the 
same  place,  on  the  1st  inst.,  Mrs.  Judith  Burnett,  mother  of  Mr. 
Burnett,  aged  seventy- three  years."  Mr.  Barber  then  offered 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  this  Convention  has  heard  the  announcement 
of  the  appalling  intelligence  of  the  death,  by  a  malignant  fever, 
during  the  same  day,  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  P.  Burnett,  one  of  its 
members  from  the  county  of  Grant,  and  his  wife,  and  also  of  his 
mother,  with  feelings  of  the  most  poignant  grief  and  heart-rend- 
ing sorrow. 

Besolved^  That  in  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Thos.  P.  Burnett,  this 
Convention  has  lost  one  of  its  most  talented,  intelligent  and  use- 
ful members ;  community  one  of  its  most  valuable  citizens,  and 
brightest  ornaments :  his  immediate  circle  of  acquaintance  an 
ardent  friend,  and  his  family  and  kindred  have  sustained  a  loss, 
for  which,  the  expression  of  our  deepest  and  warmest  sympathies, 
can  afford  but  a  slight  consolation. 

"  Resolved^  That  as  a  testimony  of  our  respect  for  the  deceased, 
the  members  of  this  Convention  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

Eesolved,  as  a  further  testimony  of  respect  for  the  deceased, 
That  this  Convention  will  adjourn  over  the  morrow. 

"  Eesolmd^  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  signed  by  the 
President  and  Secretary,  and  transmitted  to  the  relatives  of  the 
deceased." 

On  the  morrow  after  these  proceedings,  the  Convention,  with 
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many  citizens  of  Madison,  and  of  the  Territory  then  at  that  place, 
met  in  the  Capitol,  when  a  suitable  funeral  discourse  was  delivered 
by  Rev.  Mr.  McHugh,  the  Chaplain.  This  was  probably  one  of 
the  most,  if  not  the  most,  solemnly  impressive  scenes  ever  wit- 
nessed in  that  place.  The  death  of  Arnott,  who  fell  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber  by  the  hand  of  Yineyakd,  probably  produced  more 
excitement,  but  it  was  of  a  different  kind ;  it  was  produced  by 
man  acting  upon  his  fellow  man.  But  this  was  caused  by  the  act 
of  God,  to  whom  all  bowed  in  humble  submission,  and  not  with 
feelings  of  revenge  or  retaliation. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  District  Court  at  Mineral  Point, 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Burnett,  for  the  first  time  since  that  place 
had  become  a  county  seat,  produced  a  most  solemn  impression  on 
the  minds  of  the  Court,  the  bar,  officers  and  citizens,  and  a  pub- 
lic meeting  was  held ;  an  address  suited  to  the  occasion  was 
delivered  by  Mr.  Jackson,  afterwards  Judge  Jackson,  and  reso- 
lutions, similar  to  those  of  the  Convention,  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Burnett  left  one  daughter  six  years  of  age,  and  one  son 
not  quite  two  years  of  age,  with  sufficient  means  for  their  support 
and  education,  and  to  make  a  respectable  beginning  in  the  world, 
if  spared  to  reach  their  majority,  which  is  most  ardently  desired. 

It  will  be  expected,  that  in  a  memoir  of  so  distinguished  an 
individual,  something  will  be  said  of  his  character.  But  from 
the  relation  which  I  sustained  to  him,  it  will  at  once  be  seen,  that 
a  delicacy  rests  upon  me,  which  forbids  any  attempt  at  eulogy  or 
panegyric  upon  him  from  my  pen.  I  may,  however,  be  permit- 
ted to  give  the  naked  facts,  and  leave  the  reader  to  enlarge  accor- 
ding to  his  own  ideas  of  propriety. 

In  person,  Mr.  Burnett  was  below  the  ordinary  size,  being  about 
five  feet,  eight  inches  in  hight,  rather  slim  built,  and  weighed 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds.  His  education  was  not  of 
the  profound  and  extended  character  of  some,  being  principally 
self-acquired ;  but  being  a  diligent  student,  he  was  second  to  but 
few  of  his  profession  in  legal  lore,  or  in  general  historical  and 
political  knowledge,  and  knowing  that  if  his  aspirations  in  the 


world  werp^py.^r  Attaij^ieid/^  ]>y      |0\^^  industEVv  and 

^pplidatipi?^  he,  spared  PQ,  paii^s  ia  iaequiwgi^  .liiaeifiir  knowledge 
for  his  pr-ofp^sioii.  His  ad^lress  iwa^  of  the  most'  j^Dedfifingl^ud  popa-i 
lar  charaQt^r.  At  the  bar,  to-  the  ^oia*t  a;ad  juryj,  'as  well  as  in  hig 
socialjintQrcpp?:sep.  Jie  wa§.  c£>  wr^pjaB;  aiid  affable,,  and  seld'oiii  -  gave 
oitfenc€j  to  .l^is  opponents^.  .  Qna^^trpT^g'-aDld'  piiominerit%tr^it,^<^ 
chajfactei",  wa^j  the  syjiipatkj  pf  Jifs  pature^v  He  so  fulj  entered 
into^the/ee^ingg  and  wishes  .<^f  lri^^lie|itei,i  ^hat '^yen  in  doubtful 
cases,  }je  f^lt  thap  he,was::^igh,f ^5  j-f^  ji}^  (|p\i;:^es;^liaei7(e3t? 'allowed  .himy 
in  arguing  a  case,  to  affirm  things, to !))3/^l.\o,  o£i?»rhi^h  he  liadino* 
knowledge,  ^T-hat  whici^  resfe.dr^a.opiTjiionjJae .gave-as  opinion; 
and.after -statir^^  lys  reasons  fp%^  ^puthii^'kj.n§ihSUit  to  the  court;- olr 

yi^tionsj  of' right.  gn^oHia  .tud  bdS  ^iinoO  otll  *io  Bhnhn  odl 

^  In  his.  j^ecun^^  fiiaj;ter%  .  h^;  :^a44*i4'*sl>rf(Ju^  ki-arceunmlatin^' 
and  e^onpn^ic^l  ia  all  jhai,]pij:^. ,  HQ,h^vdr^^n>e3^^^^  coio^jietenfci^^' 
tirement .^^if^l  .*o.  this  ^<^u^f^  ,a^.lj^^pd .psn'^.  most; lonely  spbti^ 

on  th^e,  ^ijli,t;a.r J  Ro^d  ^ffp^^  ]^j?^irjL^i,du,Qhien  ..to'iJlorti.cWiniiebd^ 
^ow^  Pqrtag^e.  Qi^y  it  Jjeii^g. .qp, ,  a , h jgh^^ridgp,  whef q ^.tianber) and 
ppiK^  j^R^^f  "^^^,9.^?^  clpse  iCQi^nectiop..  •  A-ud>5  llaFii^gi  jj;  taf^te  tfoor 
•  agriQul^urG^  ^n|^^  ,horUpi\Ijti|r^3f ;  tj^^deiYPf^di  hiaieigjBm  tm^  to  tiieir 
supe^jjiitGnd^nj^^j  ^  ,  ,H^  ,b^ j]^^  i^oxl)^  logt c^in,  ^w^hiidhl  '^q,  lite, 
till,  h^s ,  pi eans  .you) A  T^^^P^  km  •  I^P  .bi^cj  betfcerf ;  -  -^d :  at' jifajsi  tabe- 
<^f  l^s^  de^tji.j  had,  iiis  ^afts;  na^p,  af  d  M^-aB  ab^ujt  t-o'elo&e'  his^coaK 
tr^cW  fQr  tl^p  ,efjectipn,pif.aj,spa9i9^&:Siion9^^  ;::'but  .thisi  i^as 
not  aqc^^  JJ^s  c^rjC^h^rd,  ^gapdp^j  ^d;lawt'4,iw.€»ife  fS^rrmged] 

with.gr^at  ,ta^te,  an/i  cTk^^  tire^s^an^  stiriibs  fW'em  prutifed 

with  care  ;  his  stocks  of  cattle  and.. hordes  "iWei^'e  loff  the  airiproyed 
breeids  .o;f ;  the.daj,,^  ^  Jh^. fJ5iW^$.i  \m^:  h^t. ^agticiiZti^al .  imple- 
j^^n^^  werp4p  y^^^^i^^^^A^^  t^ih}'^  i^'^  fiOibiti  ^ if)4i9  ,1oo"t  t^vis 
I^ke  jtop  ip^^ii^,, ha,s  "vw)i{ldly  icares.au^l^Spliratibnslhad'engrQB^ 
the^  pi^st  K)f J  attejitipn,',tp  >the  evxciu^iphj  of  ithel  dutibs  of  practi- 
cal ^piQt Jf^,  ^  ^  ,  was  a^ •  firip?, .  beU^yej?  i  rev^ajted >  rel j^ioii ,  recog- ; 
ly^i^ad  ^n^^  ^l^^o]wledg^d,his  .obligations  Itos  .practice litajdnlies,  -and 
LJkje  i^^^t,o,ftie;;^,.inteadt?d  tp.dovSiQibQfpile  'fcie  djedl  Hisrwife  beiiag! 


a  professor,  he  often  accompanied  her  to  the  house  of  worship, 
and  always  furnished  her  with  the  means,  besides  his  own  contri- 
butions, for  the  support  of  the  Gospel.  And  often  when  in  places 
of  worship,, or  in  company  with  the  religious,  the  sympathies  of 
his  nature  would  yield  to^the  moraVm  with  which  he  was 
surrounded.  But  this  sarfte^^ympalfey  oi  nature  led  him  to  assim- 
ilate with  other  and  different  influences  when  surrounded  by  them. 
Owing  to  this,  as  he  associated  with  men  of  the  world,  he  fell 
into  their  habit^,|  §0/:f^r^a^fcl^ey^  iw^^r^^(|ee|n^(^^epR3iptent  with  the 
character  of  a  gentleman ;  and,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  some 
thiqgsrar^  nQt  de^medLinmnBifitient  with  that  charactel*,  tfaslt'^i-e 
very  much  so  with  Christianity,  and  which  no  gentleman  would 
yk©)<io.ai8ct  -aapaaidoned  the:  b&r  o^  Qodi.  ^  ^)  ver  these;  live  thrbw 
thelfmii:ofvcth^itj  and' fqrgetMniBSg*; ^J  b-iouoo^/r/iiujo  i  xni  -wt 
.ftMter  Miv  EtMnett's  teiurn  fr6m  l^ate  iOc^rit^ifidi -to  Mi 
sidk  family,^ and  a  relapse  of  his  -own »camplaint  had  Iain  him  up^ 
on  his  sick  and  dying  bed,  the  associations  around  him  were  caP 
oJiIlUe^  to  awakfJn  the  mos#  serious 'reflections  k&^W  Ma  fiitire 
atate^  "and  the  necessary  preparation-  to  meet  it.  There  '  lay  hii 
dyidg  miother,  and  dying  wife,  from  both  of  whom  he  had  i'e'- 
ceiTed  religious  instruction. ,  My  "o^n^  relation  to  Mroi, '  ife  w^llii^ 
iJay,  profession,  bofch  required  and^justified,  now  'that  I '  saw  th6 
hand  of  death  upon  him,  to  present  more  fully  to  his  c6n6l<ieraAoii 
than  I  had  done  before,  the  importance  of  obtaining  forgiveness 
fico^.  God,  be^re  lie,  appeared  at  his  bar  to  answer  for  thfe  deed^ 
done;, in  the  body.  H©  sasiv  and  felt  the  impropriety  of  deferring 
such'  important  concerns  to  so  late  an  hour,  but  devoted'  hi«  fe# 
remsaining  hours  to  prayer,  and  to  seeking  mercy  and>  :ft)rgivehC8S 
from  the  hand  of  that  God  against  whom  lie  had  si6ii4d,  befor^ 
hQ  should  be  lishiered  into  his  presence,  and  receive  his  final  dooni*' 
And  it  was,  and  still  is,  a  source  of  comfort  to  his  friends,  to 
ko0w,  that  he  expressed  confidence  in  the  hope  of  foi'git^^ness 
betfe,  and  a  blee^sed  immortality  hereafter.*^-  \lBt  > ni 

:    .   :  '  ,  ,  :..    — — r—  ■  ' ' '     '  "  .  n 

*  In  commemoratioa  of  his  Mr.  Burnett's  ipemory  ^nd^  services,  tlae  Legislatuxe  at  its  eessloa  of 
ISiibs'iiafaiea  a  ie<w  doubty  aft^t'Mini,'  situiateicl  ib  tick  noHh-W^Stetn  part  of  the  Stato.        '  Li  C.  iy. ' 
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APPENDIX  NO.  9. 

PIONEEE  LIFE  IN  WISCONSIN. 

BY  COL.  DANIEL  M.  PAEEISON",  OF  LA  FAYETTE  COUNTY,  WISCONSIN. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  State  Histoeioal  Society, 
for  my  reminiscences  of  pioneer  life,  together  with  my  recollec- 
tions of  the  Winnebago  and  Black  Hawk  Indian  Wars,  I  herewith 
communicate  an  imperfect  and  concise  sketch  for  the  use  of  the 
Society. 

I  was  born  in  Carter  county,  East  Tennessee,  August  1st,  1790. 
My  parents  were  natives  of  Shenandoah  county,  in  the  Yalley  of 
Virginia,  and  my  father,  Petek  Pakkison,  served  under  Col. 
Daniel  Morgan  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  on  one  occasion 
was  wounded ;  and  about  the  close  of  that  contest,  he  removed 
to  East  Tennessee,  where  he  took  an  active  part  in  all  public  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  that  pioneer  era  in  Tennessee  settlement.  He 
served  under  Col.  John  Tipton  as  a  captain,  in  1788,  in  a  sort  of 
civil  strife  then  raging  among  the  East  Tennesseeans,  growing  out 
of  a  conflict  of  jurisdiction  in  consequence  of  the  short-lived  re- 
public of  Franklin,  organized  under  the  leadership  of  Col.  John 
Sevier.  It  was  mainly  a  war  of  words,  though  some  blood  was 
shed  before  its  termination.  My  father  died  in  Carter  county,  in 
March,  1792. 

After  residing  a  while  in  White  county,  Tennessee,  I  migrated 
in  May,  1817,  to  the  southern  part  of  the  then  Territory  of  Illi- 
nois, and  settled  in  Madison  county,  twenty-five  miles  east  of  St. 
Louis,  which  town  then  contained  about  five  thousand  inhabitants. 


327 


The  surrounding  country,  however,  was  quite  sparsely  settled,  and 
destitute  of  any  energy  or  enterprise  among  the  people ;  their 
labors  and  attention  being  chiefly  confined  to  the  hunting  of  game, 
which  then  abounded,  and  tilling  a  small  patch  of  corn  for  bread, 
relying  on  game  for  the  remaining  supplies  of  the  table.  The 
inhabitants  were  of  the  most  generous  and  hospitable  character, 
and  were  principally  from  the  southern  States ;  harmony  and  the 
utmost  good  feeling  prevailed  throughout  the  country. 

In  1819,  I  removed  to  what  afterwards  became  Sangamon 
county,  which  was  then  an  entire  wilderness,  there  being  then 
but  six  families,  including  my  own,  within  eighty  miles ;  and  for 
that  distance,  the  inhabitants  were,  for  several  years,  compelled 
to  go  for  their  supplies  of  merchandize,  as  well  as  the  transaction 
of  all  matters  of  a  political  or  public  character.  But  notwith- 
standing their  isolated  position,  and  in  the  midst  of  numerous 
Indian  tribes,  their  prosperity  was  rapid.  This  portion  of  country 
was  then  a  frontier  on  the  north  and  west ;  and,  like  southern 
Illinois,  was  settled  by  emigrants  chiefly  from  the  southern  States, 
possessing  enlarged  views  of  generosity,  hospitality,  and  confi- 
dence in  their  fellow  men.  When  a  new-comer  arrived  in  the 
country,  the  settlers,  without  distinction  or  ceremony,  went  at 
once  to  pay  him  a  visit,  whom  they  usually  found  in  a  tent  or 
camp.  The  warmest  sentiments  of  friendship  and  good- will  were 
interchanged,  the  old  settlers  assuring  their  new  neighbor,  that 
every  thing  they  possessed,  in  the  way  of  tools,  teams,  wagons, 
provisions,  and  their  own  personal  services,  were  entirely  at  his 
command.  Hence,  in  a  few  days,  all  hands,  as  the  phrase  then 
was,  turned  out,  and  built  the  new-comer  a  house,  cut  and  split 
his  rails,  hauled  them  out,  put  them  up  in  fence  around  the  land 
he  wished  to  cultivate,  and  then  his  land  was  broken  up  for  him 
ready  for  the  seed.  Thus,  iti  the  space  of  a  few  days,  the  new 
comer  was  in  a  comfortable  condition,  well  acquainted,  and 
upon  the  best  terms  of  friendship,  with  the  whole  neighborhood. 
And  to  conclude  these  friendly  attentions  to  the  new-comer,  a 
most  joyous  and  convivial  occasion  was  enjoyed,  when  the 


younger  portion  p^'  the. compau^'  would  trip  tlie  light,  fantastic  toe,', 
over  some  rqugh  puncheon,  iipor.    Thus  would  be  formed  the  mofit 
warnpi  an4  enduring  friendships-— sug^  as.no  ordiriarj  cirQUpigtaUr . 
ces  could  disturb. .   ^j^;^.^  , ^^jjii;-!  jt^^^  /.\%bm'iodfA  am 

Among  the  settlers,,  the  utmost  confidence  was  reposed  in  the 
hoifipr  and  integrity,  of  each  pthei^,;  consequently  all  business  was 
dqpi^  ^pou  th^  principl^^    Notes,  receipts,  mortgages, 

or  bonds,  were  Bcarcely  ever  given  in  those  days  j  and  afterwards^ 
when  the  Yankees,  as  we  called  them,  came  among  us,  and  sought 
to  ii^^roduce  their  :Sj stem  of  accounts,  written  notes  and  obliga- 
tioi^s,'i5y:9  lojp^ed  upon  thenj,  with  great  suspicion  .and  distrust,  aad  ; 
regarded  their  mode  of  doing  business  as  a  great  and  unwarraii4r;,t 
able  innovation  upon  our  established  usages,    We^,  looked  upon 
them  as  a  selfish,  snaaU-dealing,  and  narrow- conirapte.d  people,  . 
an4,.  consequently  all  intercourse  with  them^.^gs  at  first,  as  much. 
avoided  as, possible.  After  a,  few  years,  however,  these,  prejudices 
in  some  degree  wore  off,  and  a  general  good  feeling  prevailed.,,. 
I  must  here  remark^  injustice  to  the  Yankee  or  Eastern  charac- \ 
ter,  that  J  have  found  among  them,  as  warm  hearts,  its  firm, 
during  friends,  and  formed  as  ardent  attachments,  -as  among  any  . 
other  people.    Some  of  my  most  devoted  and  iighlr  esteemed  . 
friends  are  among  this  class.  ■ 

I  heard  the  first  sermon  preached  in  Sangamon  county  ;'  it  was 
in  1819,  and  by  Rev.  Rivees  Cobmuok,  of  the  Methodist  denom- 
ination. The  first  funeral  sermon  was  preached  at  my  house,  in 
consequeace  of  the  death  of  a  daughter  and  son  of  mine,  liwas 
the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  Sangamon  country,  and  had  - 
many  m  amusing  scene  in  dispensing  justice  among  the  honest, 
and  illiterate  members  of  the  community,  and  in  solemnizing  the 
rites  of  matrimony  between  the  loving  swains  and  impatient  dam- 
sels, of  the  country;  and  occasionally  between  those  who  were 
quite  stricken  in  years,  for  this  feeling  was  by  no  mean^  .confined 
to  the  young. 

In  the  year  1822.  considerable  excitement  was  created  in  rela-^, 
tion  to  the  lead  mines  near  Galena,  and  a  number  of  persons  went 
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tlj^Be  iroDi  Sangamon  county,  aniiOEg  i^^hom  was  ^001,  .EsENEZEjii  * 
BRiaHAM,:tow  of  Blue  Mounds,  Dane  county,  Wi^.  In.l826 j  the . 
exeitemenifc  and  interest  relative  to  the  Lead  Miae  country  became 
considerably  inereased  ;  and  ia -1827,  it.became  intense,  eqnalliBg;^ 
almost  anything  pertainnig' to  th6  GaTifornia  gold  fever. .  Peogl^) 
from  almost  all  portions  of  the  ;TInion  ineonBiderateiy  rushed  to^ 
the  Mining Kegidn. , ,  .'•.^       y\,  ; -    .  ^  •  ;     j  \'\taul  n'> 

With  €oi.  Wm.  S.  Hamilton,  Jame^  D-  Brbnts^  aM^tkp  €)tiiers}.t 
I  arrived  at  Galena  on  the  4th  bf  July,  182^  -and  'oti  thB  same  ^ 
da^,  arrived  also  a  boat  from  St.  Peters,  which  had;  l^een  attacked^ 
by  the  Indians,  a  short  distance  above  Prairie  du  Chien,  bringingl 
on  board  one  man  killed  and  two  men  wounded;  In  the  encouny^ 
ter  with  the  Indians,  they  killed  two  of  them,  'ihe  Indianfft'  -who^ 
made  this  attack  upon  the  boat,  were  those  under  the  command  of  ' 
Red  Bird,  one  of  the  war  chiefs  of  the  Winnebagoes.'^ 

Upon  the  receptiod  of  the  alarming  intelligence  of  the  attack* 
oa  this  boat,  and  also  u|)ofii  some  of  the  inhabitants  near  Prairie  dw  ^ 
CMen,  and  the  reports  being  spread  over  the  country,  a  scene  of 
the  most  alarming  and  disorderly  confusion  ensued — alarm  and  ■ 
consternation  were  depicted  in  every  countenance-^thousands  •  • 
flocking  to  Galena  for  safety,  when  in  fact  it  v/as  the  most  exposed  3 
and  unsafe  place  in  the  whole  country.    All  were  without  aitoSi  ^ 
order  or  control.    The  roads  were  lined  in  all  directions  witku 
frantic  and  fleeing  men,  women  and  children,  expecting  every  >. 
moment  to  be  overtaken,  tomahawked  and  scalped  by  the  ladians. 
It  was  said,  and  I  presume  with  truth,  that  the  encampment  o£i 
fugitives,  at  the  head  of  Apple  Kiver,  on  the  first  night  of  the  i 
alarm,  was  four  miles  in  extent,  and  numbered  three  thousand  i 
persons. 

In  this  state  of  alarm,  confusion  and  disorder,  it  was  extremely 
difflcuil;  to  do  any  thing ;  almost  every  man's  object  was  to  leave 

■■  '.  ^   — .U 

•From  Judge  Lock-wood's  Narrative,  pages  161,  162  of  this  volume,  it  appears  that  Red  Birp  was 
dobig  mischief  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  when  the  boat  was  attacked  the  same  day,  near  the  mouth  of  Bad 
Ax  River,  Bome  forty-five  miles  above  Prairie  du  Chien.  He  could  not,  therefore,  have  taken  any  per- 
SOualpart  in  the  boat  attack,  L.  C  D. 
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*  the  country,  if  possible.  At  length  a  company  of  riflemen  wa8 
raised  at  Galena,  upon  the  requisition  of  Gov.  Cass  of  Michigan, 
who  arrived  there  on  the  second  day  after  the  alarm.  This  com- 
pany was  commanded  by  Abner  Fields,  of  Yandalia,  Illinois,  as 
Captain,  and  one  Smith  and  Wm.  S.  Hamilton  as  Lieutenants ;  and 
was  immediately  put  in  motion  for  Prairie  du  Chien,  by  embarking 
on  board  the  keel-boat  Maid  of  Feme  River.  On  our  way  up 
the  river,  I  acted  as  Sergeant  of  the  company,  and  we  made  seve- 
ral reconnoitering  expeditions  into  the  woods  near  the  river,  where 
Indian  encampments  were  indicated  by  the  rising  of  smoke.  In 
these  reconnoissances  we  run  the  hazard  of  some  danger,  but 
fortunately  all  the  Indians  that  we  met  were  friendly  disposed, 
and  did  not  in  the  least  sympathize  with  those  who  had  made  hos- 
tile demonstrations. 

When  we  arrived  at  Prairie  du  Chien  we  took  possession  of  the 
barracks,  under  the  prior  orders  of  Gov.  Cabs,  and  remained 
there  for  several  days  until  we  gave  way  to  Col.  Snellino's  troops 
who  arrived  from  Fort  Snelling.  "While  we  remained  there,  a  most 
serious  difficulty  occurred  between  Col.  Snelling,  of  the  regular 
,  army^  and  Capt.  Fields  and  Lieut.  Smith  of  our  volunteers,  which 
eventuated  in  Lieut.  Smith  sending  Col.  Snelling  a  challenge, 
and  Capt.  Fields  insisted  upon  doing  so  likewise,  but  Col.  Ham- 
ilton and  I  at  length  dissuaded  him  from  it.  Col.  Snelling  de- 
clined accepting  Lieut.  Smith's  challenge,  and  immediately  sent 
a  corporal  with  ^  file  of  men,  to  arrest  Mr.  Scott,  the  bearer  of 
Smith's  communication.  The  volunteers  refused  to  surrender 
Scott  into  the  hands  of  the  guard ;  but  Col.  Hamilton  wrote  a 
note  to  Col.  Snelling,  stating,  in  effect,  that  Scott  should  imme- 
diately appear  before  him.  Accordingly  Col.  Hamilton  and  I 
conducted  Mr.  Scott  into  the  presence  of  Col.  Snelling.  who  in- 
terrogated him  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  Lieut. 
Smtth's  communication  ;  and  upon  Mr.  Scott's  assuring  the  Colo- 
nel that  he  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  subject-matter,  he  was 
dismissed. 

Col.  Snelling  then  addressed  the  volunteers  in  a  pacific  and 
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conciliatory  manner,  which  seenaed  to  dispose  of  the  matter  ami- 
cably ;  but  the  Colonel,  nevertheless,  refused  to  furnish  us  with 
any  means  of  support,  or  any  mode  of  conveyance  back  to  Galena— 
as  the  boat  in  which  we  came,  returned  there  immediately  after 
our  arrival.  But  for  the  noble  generosity  of  Mr.  Lockwood,  who 
kindly  furnished  us  with  a  boat  and  provisions,  we  would  have 
been  compelled  to  have  made  our  way  back  to  Galena  on  foot,  or  as 
best  we  could,  without  provisions.  During  our  entire  stay  at  the 
garrison,  we  received  the  kindest  treatment  and  most  liberal  hos- 
pitality at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Lockwood.  At  the  time  of  our  arrival 
at  Prairie  du  Chien,  the  citizens  had  in  their  custody  as  hostages 
for  the  good  conduct  of  ther  nation,  three  Indians,  one  of  whom 
was  the  well-known  Chief  Day-kau-eat.  He  disclaimed  on  the 
part  of  his  nation  as  a  whole,  any  intention  to  engage  in  hostili- 
ties with  the  whites;  he  was,  however,  retained  some  time  as  a 
hostage  before  being  released. 

During  our  absence,  another  volunteer  company  was  raised, 
commanded  by  Gen.  Dodge,  who  was  constantly  in  the  field  with 
his  mounted  force,  keeping  in  check  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
During  his  rangings,  he  took  young  Win-ne  shick,*  son  of  the 
chief  WiN-NE-sHicK,  who  was  detained  as  a  hostage  for  some  time. 
1^0  farther  disturbances  of  a  serious  character  took  place  that 
season ;  and  in  the  succeeding  autumn.  Gens.  Atkinson  and 
Dodge  held  a  council  or  treaty  with  the  Winnebagoes.  After 
this,  we  had  no  more  Indian  troubles  till  1832. 

Notwithstanding  the  country  was  in  a  great  measure  abandoned 
in  the  summer  of  1827,  during  the  Indian  alarms  and  disturbances, 
yet  in  the  fall  it  began  to  fill  up  again,  and  in  the  spring  of  1828, 
the  flow  of  immigration  here  was  almost  inconceivable.  Mining 
and  smelting  were  engaged  in,  upon  quite  an  extensive  scale ; 

♦HOEACE  Smead,  a  pioneer,  who  resided  near  Galena  in  1827,  states  in  conversation,  that  Win-ne- 
SElCK,  was  brought  to  Galena  in  charge  of  Jesse  W.  Shcll  and  about  four  others,  and  was  taken  to, 
Dr.  MtriR's,  whose  wife  was  a  Winnebago  woman,  and  was  detained  about  two  weeks,  when  the  alarm 
subBiding,  he  was  escorted  by  a  party  some  distance  towards  the  Indian  country,  being  afraid  to  venture 
saaong  the  whites  alone,  and  then  set  at  liberty.  He  still  lives,  •west  of  the  Mississippi,  in  Minnesota, 
the  head  chief  of  the  Winnebagoes.  L.  C.  D 
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a, liurly-burlj  l^usiipe^,  ^?P^t .  .Tii^  ipliabit^nt^, VP)ei^^  liQt^rfXge-) 
nepus  nia§^,  tlii:o^u  .together  fmmM  .pftrte,  and  in>  ftUi  shapes 
co^iditions;  bu,ti;t)ie  ^hqlje  wej:^  characterized  bjl^gcwne  leading iot, 
gezieral,  featuref .  ,  j^oja^sfcj,, hospitality,,  g^a^rogity :  land?  kindness ^ 
'W^i  RTjeclpaniii^^iit , qhariactep^tios : of,  ithe, ^  mt'ipe!  iC^mmwitj^rialH 
though  in  ao^iie^  ttpF.  mightshAFe  he§ii  ialloye<i  ilritbiindolencQ  aa^'. 
reql^iessuess.to -Boyn^  extepjt.^  I  '^::r,iu:f  ^U:u:  >    :/  >  .-n] 

tl^cl  at  j^e^  I)iggi^gSj  i^g^  in,La;Fay^tt0,^qunt|7y .  i&ointeoit  werfef 
the^  newTCQrne^!S^  on  leaking,  monqy  bj.  Uiifiing,  theit  they  oould'iioi^ 
take  time,  to  erect  for  t^emsalves  aad  fapailiee  e\^6ii  a)Coinfprtaiblei 
diR^ellijQg  place.  ,  Inet^ad  of  .Lp^^e^j4tjley  u6)ially>lit^^d;  in  dens  or/ 
ea?tree;;;a  large  Jbaje  or  ex:eayfttiop,ibei3agJmadj^i  in  'the  ii^^  oft^^ 
hill  or  bluffy  the  top  ib^^ng  ,  co¥er^4  ^^'sjej?  with  ;p<^les^  grrfas  /andi 
sods.  A  level  way  from  the  edge  of  the  hole  ab  the  bottom  was  i 
d^g  ,ou|;j  sorpe  teii  or  twelve,  feet ;  aad  this  gang- way  being  clofefed 
Bp  -  on  either  «idey  w^s  covered  over  on  top,?  thus  forming  a  shelM 
tered  entrance  to  the  f^^^ft^-c^w^,'-  as  swch  jDlacestwere  tisnally  calledii 
In  these  holes  or  dug-ou^Sy  families  lived  in  apparent  comfort  audi 
the  most  perfect  satisfaction  for  years,  bouyed  up  by  the  cotistahti 
expectation  of  soon  striking  a  hig  lead.  To  these  miserable  plaoesTi 
of  abode,  nien  were  compelled;  to  carry  upon  their  backs;  every -i 
thing  they  and  their=  families  required  for  food  and  fuel.  Th6[ 
miners  all  lived  in  simiLar  or  WP?"^  plaQ.e^  <^r  encamped  upo^i  }kQt 
open  ground,  .  ;  ,.c        t      ^  ■  5    !!  -i-i;;  '  sl'-iui  v  •'>?[ 

What  was  then  called  was  thei  general  business  xrf 

the  country.  This  consisted  in  digging;  "6t/c<?^?r-/i^Zfi5,^'' lin;  ^llL^ 
imaginable  shapes  and  depths,  and  in  all  manner;  of  plapesii 
When  a  lead  was  struck,  then  aU  would  flock  to  that  vkinifey 
mine ;  and  hence,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  mining  was  con- 
centrated, in  some  considerable  degree,  in  certain  localities,  sn6h^ 
as  New  Diggings,  Hard  Scrabble,  Coon  Branchy  Fair  Play,  Plaite^n 
ville,  Mineral  Point,  Dodgeville,  Blue  Mounds,^  &c.,  places  stiU* 
of  considerable  oote.    During  these  few  early  ye.ars,-  the:  i^^iflit^ 


Veti'  'Wtftked  chiefly  ■  'by  'hieU  'frdni  'the*  Soratliern;'ktid  Western 
States, '  Wh<f> '  ^ksessed  ^md  praetisbd''tiiatiy  of  the  noblfest  traits  of 
iouf\  l-fice;  ' As*  'An  illustrktion  of  their  inn atfe  ftitegrity  of  chai'acter, 
(t'is  'perhaips  ■  only necesfeary-  'to  'state,  ^tliat'  loclts  and  'kfeys  weVe 
"tttAiiK)Wii'iA  koSXttlkf',^  'anH'  i\Y  '^idW  of  'aio'd^  '  Always 
left  unfastened,  and  open  to  the  reception  of  all.  who'V'^ceiveid' a 
cordisll  Weflc'6iii4'  and^a  i'ree  intitatibn  ^to*'pafefee  of'  e'v-ery  hbkpi- 
talitytbe^ddg-oiit  or  "^shanty  afforded.  Upoh 'the  return  of  the 
'\6m^rAmt  t&hil  '"lliyfe  m 'the '^k>iltid' Hft^t' i' tdrd* '^iy's '  wbT% 
iild'fW6^M  ■fr'^(^6ntly  bei  cti^ereS  v^ith  thei^  fei^lit'of  s'onie  Veary 
pf6^^citit/'^h6  Md,  In  his 'absence,  tliefy'ta'k'en'  tp  Mk'  lodgings 
for  ^hfe  'tiigiit.  ^  'P'avi rig  passed  a  pleasant'  night,  ^hej'^'  wdtild'  sep'a- 
t^e  iit  th^' mtil-iiiHg,  peAar^^'iifell'ep'to  tiiefet  igdin:/  MiMng' tools, 
and  -etyry  ^tiling  6^  th^'  dfes'cripticfn,'  Hv^M  i^fi'Wt^'^  atid'  nothing 
ievdr  8ftyleiiW^Fi8ftM)ea.  i ■  * 

^  {'l)ebt^  W^rb  cdhtracted^VitHblit  r^setk,' af  ltifi^l'rirBf;  1nteryie\^ 
^ith'  lAieW  ^^nrbr,*  ^nid  'h^  efeidom-'^V^i-*  'Mlect  to  mee^  Ii'is  promises 
&f'^^J>til^til'  -'Th^^Wod^  "of 'ddiiig' ^l)ii*6ines^^  like 
tiik  iA:'y  6fi1iig^  &'an"  "Wbtild''  eWtei*  a 'store/  or  ^o  ifco  a  smelter,  who 
ite^al'ly  'k^jJt* teih'^Vs^  stippli^s,-  aiid  wonte  sky :  ^ir^  t  have  jii^ 
ft^ri^H  a^^'th^^  Wtie^l'kiii  bn^^  wish  to '^9  to  mining^ 

if  'yfeu'' Will' let  ine  iiar^  i^dmfe^tool's  aiifl  j)rbvisi9ns, '-wiA'  pay  yQu 
sffi'&oin  a's^'l' strike 'inih^rif,  which'  I  hope  Will  be  in  a  ,?ew  days,  or 
Wefek^  c^t} 'tb^^  nid^f."  ' '  The 'i>rbmpt  had '  friencn;y  reply  would  he— 
" Y^sV SrH^  jbiV\iiii ^ hat^ ;f Hiiri  kiid Ithe '^ky, %on^ or  1  ater,* 
^'feibBt'feiire  fe'  (j6tte'J ' ''tCiiis ^etifetdiii  'was  s(i  universally  prevalent^ 
aiiiJ  'Mdh'  wS^i^^  •go'pi'Omp't  t^^^  '^ebts,  that  I  have  often 

heard  basiness  men  of  that  day  declare,  that  they  nevei*  knew 
dtel/ti'^d^rBrtipy^paid;  Mi^  lA  ^tates  wtief e  ffi^  %^  ^trin^ent 
J^^^1:d'eifdvdd'theii^c6li^o^^  ^.f  uv;  h^t;:  ^^-^^j 

^•'I did  riot  rfetn'aih  lotig  a^t'I^^^  tyiggitig^  t^iii  soon' nip vei^  i'o 
Peb^tdMcB,  arid' kfept  a  tavern,  which  was,  for  a  .considerable 
tinle,^m^  Bt(ly  liBtis^  Mw6^n  '(ScrdiioV's  and  the  Blue  llotind^l  1 
i^afe  ^iri;^keTf  itrbfi'gly  itnpressed'  wiffi  the  idea  that  no  collection 
fe%s  Were  pftdferable ;  travellers  would  often  make  bills  with  me 
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^without  the  present  means  of  paying  them,  but  almost  invariably 
payment  would  some  time  or  other  be  made.  While  living  here, 
I  had  no  neighbors  nearer  than  twelve  miles,  except  a  family  of 
Oneida  Indians  from  the  State  of  New  York,  the  head  of  which 
afterwards  served  in  Gen,  Dodge's  squadron  during  the  Black 
Hawk  war. 

Kemoving,  in  1829,  to  Mineral  Point,  I  opened  the  first  tavern 
ever  kept  in  tlia  place.  Mineral  Point  was  then  the  great  center 
of  attraction  to  all  miners  ;  some  of  the  largest  leads  were  there 
struck  and  extensively  worked,  and  quite  a  number  of  mining 
and  smelting  establishments  erected  there  and  in  that  vicinity. 
Many  merchants  came  and  settled  there,  among  whom  were 
Messrs.  Wkight  and  Gtjiakd,  Morris,  Ansley,  and  others";  and 
among  the  principal  smelters  were  Capt.  James  H.  Gentry, 
BicHARD  H.  KiRKPATRicK,  and  Eobert  C.  Hoard,  aH  three  of 
whom  served  as  officers  in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  Business  was 
of  the  most  animated  character.  The  town  grew  up  with  great 
rapidity,  and  every  thing  wore  the  most  pleasing  and  encouraging 
aspect.  The  anniversary  of  American  Independence  was  this 
year  celebrated  at  Mineral  Point  with  great  pomp  and  ceremony, 
under  the  direction  of  Gen.  Henry  Dodge,  of  Dodge ville,  as 
President,  "William  Hempstead,  of  Galena,  Vice  President,  John 
C.  Scott,  Marshal,  and  Dr.  Snyder,  Orator  of  the  day.  I  pre- 
pared the  dinner,  and  at  night  a  dance  came  off  at  my  house. 
There  were  at  least  a  thousand  persons  in  attendance ;  the  oration 
and  ceremonies  were  as  fine,  as  well  timed,  and  all  as  happily 
adapted  to  the  occasion,  as  any  I  have  since  witnessed  in  this 
country. 

After  this  apparent  prosperity,  business  very  much  declined, 
and  in  the  fall  and  winter  ensuing,  the  inhabitants  experienced 
the  severest  times  that  they  ever  had  in  the  country.  Lead  and 
mineral  fell  in  value  from  a  good  price,  to  almost  nothing — 
lead  depreciating  to  one  dollar  or  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per 
hundred,  and  mineral  only  brought  no  more  than  four  dollars  per 
thousand,  and  often  but  three.  And  not  only  was  our  great  and 
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exclusive  product  so  depressed,  but  provisions  rose  to  a  very  high 
price.  Flour  commanded  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  dollars  per 
barrel,  pork  thirty  dollars  per  barrel,  coffee  fifty  cents  and  sugar 
twenty-five  cents  per  pound.  At  these  ruinous  prices  for  lead 
and  mineral,  and  high  prices  for  provisions,  it  required  a  desperate 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  miner  to  secure  even  a  scanty  living.  It 
took  from  four  to  five  thousand  pounds  of  mineral  to  pay  for  one 
barrel  of  flour;  I  gave  four  thousand  pounds  for  a  barrel.  In 
consequence  of  the  great  depression  of  the  times,  many  persons 
became  discouraged  and  left  the  country,  many  more  gave  up 
business,  and  the  country  at  that  period,  and  during  the  years 
1830  and  1831,  presented  a  most  gloomy  and  unpromising  appear- 
ance, and  was,  in  fact,  any  thing  but  flattering  to  inhabitants  or 
strangers. 

During  all  this  time,  the  people  were  compelled  to  pursue  the 
uncertain  and  precarious  fortune  of  mining  as  a  means  of  liveli- 
hood, the  cultivation  of  the  soil  being  expressly  prohibited  by , 
the  laws  and  regulations  governing  the  mines.  But  in  the  spring 
of  1832,  however,  the  Superintendent  of  the  mining  country, 
seeing  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  thing,  signified  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, that  he  would  not  take  any  measures  to  prevent  them  from 
cultivating  the  soil ;  but  could  not,  under  his  instructions  from 
the  General  Government,  give  them  any  special  permission  to  do 
so.  Up  to  this  time,  it  was  necessary,  under  the  mining  regula- 
tions, to  procure  a  permit  even  to  mine.  The  regulations  gov- 
erning the  mines,  were  of  the  most  rigid  character,  and  they 
were  sometimes  rigidly  enforced,  sending  officers  with  instruc- 
tions to  remove  persons  from  certain  localities.  An  instance 
of  this  kind,  I  believe,  oecurred,  in  which  Gen.  Dodge  was  the 
person  sought  to  be  removed.  He  was  then  mining  at  Dodgeville, 
a  region  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not  been  fully  extinguished. 
This  was  in  the  year  1828;  but  these  instances  were,  however, 
qmite  rare. 

In  consequence  of  the  inhabitants  being  partially  permitted  to 
cultivate  the  soil,  there  was  an  evident  appearance  of  increasing 


improvement  and  prosperity;  throughout  the  country,- atrd  the  set- 
tlqra  every where^  were  lookiiig  forward  t^y  a  ff^ason  df  plenty  and 
oomfoifti    The  cau^fit'y  now  began  once  more  to  hold  out  induce- 
iments  to  immigration', •  and  the  population  was  evidently  on  the 
increase 'from  this  source*  But  these  fair  and^attering  prospects 
treret  Booh  \ov®!r-Ga8tj  by-  the*  sudden  out-break  of  the:  Sauk 'and  Fox 
ilndians  under'-the  bold  leadership  of  Bi^AfcE  -IiAW^ 
;  l  In  the  month  of  April,  '18v53,'  intimation  wak  <reicei*vM  inf  i?he 
laaines,  that  BLA&m  Ha.?#k^  witih  adfirge  force  of  his  warrixirs,  ^had 
<pro&aed;  the-Misaissippiy  -at  the  'ihdtith  ^of  Ro<5k  Esiver j  ^  with  -*th!e 
'avowed' intention  !€ff*-ndafeg  wd^  upon '"the- inhaHitantis  of- this 
country'. : ; \Uf<^U'  jthe  ^  rocQp'tioh  of  this  intelligence  ^'ih  the  miaiefe, 
the -people;  wene  immediately  dalled  together  by  Gren.  Dot>GEij  at 
Mineral  Point,  which  council  or  meeting  was  numerously 'attend- 
redt  '>[Eh©.re6Ult  w&8^»that  it  wpvS  deemed  expediehf/tB  send  a^ihes- 
sengfer  with  dispatches  <x>  i Dixon,  (t^n  Hock  River,  ^and "ascertain 
joOrredtlj^^ '  the  strength  and*  intentions'  <Sf  Bl aok  H awx's  par ty>  I 
vw!a&  ichofeen i th^  lmesserigeri''and  proceeded*  itefmediately  ttpoh 
mifisiou),  ^ith  dispatches  froiii  Gen.  DoDGEj  in  behalf  of  the  inhab - 
ittot&  ofi^lhe  Mihiogi  Disbrict,  to  Mr.  John  BixoKy  at  Dixon V  who 
was  a. pa^ti<jdar  friend  of  the  Sauks  and  J^ox:es,  and  nlso'  to  "Gol. 
lHbnrt  Obatiou,!  th^  Agent  of  ^thie*  Winnebago  Indians^  *  i^ho  ^was 
?sbid' tOt  have  proffered  •assi'stance  i  to  Black  Hawk.-  dolv  'G-isiTiof , 
upon  the 'reception  of!€l-en.  Docge's  dispatch^  proceeded  imme- 
-diateiyt  to?  Bl aok  iKiwK^s  camp,  which  ^  was  ■  tben  at  the;  Prophet^s 
pillage,  on-iE.oekf  Hiver  j  to  ascertaih  the  facets  in  the  case  J  On  ar- 
criving.  ithfeice^  he^wias  at  once  taken- prison er^  by  BlajgsC'  Hawe^  smd 
retamed  foi'  forty  eight  Lours,  when  he  was  ransomed  by  Gol. 
CtJBBAGE^  his  ;<jlerk,  for  ten  plugs  of  tobacco.  This  information  I 
afterwards'  obtained  from  Gol.  GfeATioT.  The  result  of  my  mission 
was^  to  confirm »  the  r'eporfe  previously  k-ecelved; '  in  the  mines. 
Black  Hawk's  efficient  force  at  this  time,  was  supposed  to  have 
been  about  five  hundred  warriors,  which  was  subsequently  aug- 
oaaented  by  Winn ebagoes  and  others,  to  reach,  as  was  supposed, 
about  eight  hundred  warriors. 
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Immediately  upon  my  return  to  the  mines,  after  an  absence  of 
three  days,  with  intelligence  substantially  confirming  the  alarm- 
ing reports  we  had  previously  received,  Col.  Dodge  (as  we  shall 
now  designate  him,)  collected  and  organized  a  mounted  company, 
of  which  James  H.  Gentry  was  chosen  Captain,  Henky  L.  Dodge, 
(son  of  Col.  Dodge)  first  Lieutenant,  and  Paschal  Bequette, 
(afterwards  son-in-law  of  Col.  Dodge)  second  Lieutenant.  This 
company  consisted  of  about  fifty  men,  and  was  kept  constantly  in 
the  field,  with  Col.  Dodge  at  their  head ;  and,  with  this  company, 
he  made  an  expedition  to  Dixon,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  some 
additional  force  from  Gov.  Reynolds,  of  Illinois,  who  had  arrived 
there  at  the  head  of  what  was  called  the  first  "Sucker  Army;" 
as  well  also,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  something  of  the  probable 
movements  and  designs  of  Black  Hawk,  and  whether  any  ^ma- 
rauding  Indian  parties  had  been  sent  out  upon  our  frontiers.  For 
this  movement  Col.  Dodge  has  been  censured  by  some,  but  I  think 
without  any  good  reason.  It  always  seemed  to  me,  that  this  step 
was  a  judicious  one,  fully  warranted  by  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing it.  He  failed,  however,  to  obtain  any  additional  force,  and 
found  none  of  the  enemy  upon  our  southern  border. 

Col.  Dodge  returned  to  .the  Mining  District,  bringing  the  intel 
ligence  of  Stillman^s  defeat^  at  the  mouth  of  Kish-wau-kee,  on 
Eock  River,  about  thirty  miles  above  Dixon,  which  was  on  the 
14:th  of  May.  This  information  at  first  threw  the  inhabitants  into 
considerable  alarm  and  confusion.  But  fortunately  there  were, 
in  the  country,  quite  a  number  of  men  of  some  wisdom,  discretion, 
and  experience,  as  connected  with  Indian  difficulties,  of  whom 
Col.  Dodge  seemed  to  be  the  chief.  Many  others  might  be  men- 
tioned, as  being  well  calculated  to  counsel  and  direct  in  such 
times  of  danger — such  as  Col.  Wm.  S.  Hamilton,  Maj.  Richard 
H.  KiRKPATRioK,  Capt.  John  H.  Rotintree,  Capt.  Robert  C. Hoard, 
Oapt.  James  H.  Gentry,  Capt.  Robert  Dickson,  Capt.  Clark, 
Capt.  John  Moore,  Lieut.  Charles  Bracken,  Dr.  Loitghborough^! 
and  many  others.  By  the  wise  counsels  and  untiring  exertions  of 
these  men,  and  those  associated  with  them,  the  country  was 
43 
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quickly  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  by  the  erection  of  stockades  at 
the  most  prominent  points — such  as  the  Blue  Mounds,*  Dodge's, 
Mineral  Point,  Fort  Defiance  (now  my  place),  Fort  Hamilton 
(now  Wiota),  Gratiot's,  White  Oak  Springs,  Elk  Grove,  Diamond 
Grove,  and  others. 

These  places  of  safety  for  the  families  of  the  settlers  being  com- 
pleted, three  additional  mounted  companies  were  organized  in  the 
Mining  District,  commanded  respectively  by  Capt.  John  H. 
KoTJNTREE,  of  Plattevillc,  Capt.  Claek,  of  White  Oak  Springs, 
and  Capt.  Beon  Gratiot,  of  Gratiot's  Grove,  a  brother  of  Col. 
Gratiot,  Agent  of  the  Winnebagoes.  Some  changes  afterwards 
took  place  in  the  commands.  During  the  organization  and  equip- 
ment of  these  companies,  Col.  Dodge,  Col.  Gratiot,  and  others, 
proceeded  to  the  Four  Lakes  (now  Madison),f  for  the  purpose  T 
holding  a  council  with  the  Winnebagoes,  whose  friendship  and 
good  faith  towards  the  whites,  were  very  much  doubted.  But  in 
this  council,  they'gave  every  assurance,  so  far  as  kind  words  and 
fair  promises  could  go,  of  maintaining  their  friendship  and  in- 
tegrity.J 

Upon  Col.  Dodge's  return, he  v/as  joined  by  the  other  newly  raised 
companies,  and  all  were  immediately  put  in  motion  for  the  Blue 
Mound  Fort,  upon  which,  it  was  apprehended  by  Capt.  John 
Sherman,  who  commanded  there,  that  the  Indians  designed 
making  an  attack.  When  within  about  three  miles  of  that  fort. 
Col.  Dodge  was  met  by  an  express  conveying  the  pleasing  intel- 
ligence of  the,jfdelivery  of  the  two  Misses  Hall,  who  had  been 
made  prisoners]  at  the  massacre  on  Indian  Creek,  near  Ottawa, 
for  whose  ransom  Gen,  Atkinson  had  offered  the  generous  reward 

*  This  was  commenced  on  the  iOth.  of  May— vidQ  Beouchaed's  Narrative  in  Smith's  Wisconsin. 

t  GenJ  Smith  states,  that  this  conference  was  held  on  the  25th  of  May,  "  at  the  head  of  the  Four 
Lakes,"  which  was  probably  at  Wallis  Eowan'S  old  trading  CEtabliphment,  some  six  miles  a  little 
north  of  west  of  Madison,  a  short  distance  below  the  mouth  of  Pe-e-na,  or  Pheasant  Branch ;  and 
where  in  the  times  of  1837,  a  paper  <*  City"  was  attempted  to  be  manufactured.  Capts.  GE^TKy  and 
ROTTKTREB,  with  fifty  mounted  Tolunteers,  accompanied  Cols.  Dodge  and  Geatiot.  L.  C.  D. 

t  Col.  Dodge's  "  talk"  to  the  Winnebagoes,  on  this  occasion,  may  be  found  in  Smith's  Wisconsin,  1, 
416,417.  L.C.D. 
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of  two  thousand  dollars.  The  captives  were  brought  into  that 
fort*  by  a  band  of  Winnebagoes,  headed  by  the  chief  White 
Ceow,  or  The  Blind^  as  he  was  usually  called,  who  had  got  them 
from  the  Sauks  for  that  purpose. 

After  the  matter  of  the  captive  girls  was  arranged  and  both 
whites  and  Indians  had  taken  up,  their  quarters  for  the  night,  a 
scene  of  some  alarm  and  confusion  took  place.  The  White  Ceow 
had  told  Capt.  Beon  Geatiot,  that  he  was  friendly  towards  him, 
as  his  brother  was  the  Winnebago  Indian  Agent;  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  see  him  killed,  and  that  he  had  better  leave  Col.  Dodge 
and  go  home ;  that  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  would  kill  all  the  whites ; 
that  the  whites  could  not  fight,  as  they  were  a  soft-shelled 
breed;  that  when  the  spear  was  put  to  them  they  would  qu^ck 
like  ducks,  as  the  whites  had  done  at  Still  man's  Defeat ;  and 
he  proceeded  to  mimic  out,  in  full  Indian  style,  the  spearing 
and  scalping  in  the  Stillman  affair;  and  that  all  the  whites  who 
persisted  in  marching  against  the  Indians,  might  expect  to  be 
served  in  the  same  manner.  Besides  this  conversation,  the  Indi- 
ans act(  d  and  conducted  themselves  in  many  respects  very  suspi- 
ciously, so  much  so  as  to  greatly  alarm  Capt.  Geatiot,  and  others, 
who  confidently  believed  that  the  Indians  meditated  an  attack  in 
the  night  with  a  large  force. 

Upon  this  information  being  conveyed  by  Capt.  Geatiot  to  Col. 
Dodge,  who  had  retired  for  the  night,  he  instantly  jumped  up, 
and  said,  with  great  emphasis — "Be  not  alarmed.  Sir;  let  them 
come  ;  we  will  show  them,  Sir,  that  we  are  not  of  the  soft-shelled 
breed;"  and  immediately  went  out,  and  took  the  White  Ceow 
and  a  few  others  into  custody,  and  next  morning  marched  the 
whole  body  off  to  Col.  James  Moeeison's  farm,  where  he  held  a 
council  with  them  in  the  presence  of  Col.  Geatiot,  their  Agent. 
But  such  was  Col.  Dodge's  suspicions  of  them  from  this  conduct, 
that  he  retained  one  or  two  of  their  principal  chiefs  as  hostages 
for  the  good  behavior  of  the  nation  ;  a  course,  I  think,  fully  jus- 


*  On  tlxe  3rd  of  June,  having  been  taken  on  the  21st  of  May  preceding. 


L.  C.  D. 


340 


tifiable  from  all  the  attendant  circumstances.fthough  some  have 
professed  to  think  differently.    These  particulars  about  the  White 
Crow,  I  give  on  the  statements  of  mj  son  Peter  Parkison,  Jr.  j 
who  was  with  the  troops  at  the  Blue  Mounds  and  Morrison's  at 
the  time. 

From  Morrison's  place,  Col.  Dodge  proceeded  to  Gratiot's 
(rrove,  halting  a  while  at  Fort  Defiance.  The  second  day  after 
this,  which  was  early  in  June,  information  was  received  by  Col. 
Dodge  while  at  Gratiots  Grove,  that  a  man  had  been  killed  near 
the  Blue  Mound  Fort.  Being  on  his  route  south,  Col.  Dodge 
dispatched  a  messenger  with  instructions  to  Fort  Defiance  and 
Mineral  Point,  to  raise  what  force  could  be  mounted,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  sconce  of  the  murdered  man.  Just  at  that  time,  a 
number  of  French  ponies  had  been  brought  down  from  Prairie 
du  Chien  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mining  District. 
These  ponies  were  immediately  mounted  by  a'^company  formed 
of  about  thirty  men,  among  whom  I  was  one.  When  we  arrived 
at  the  Mounds,  we  found  that  the  man,  whose  name  was  William 
Aubrey,"  was  just  buried.  We  remained  there  one  day  recon- 
noitering  the  country,  but  could  discover  nojtraces  of  Indians  ; 
but  we  were  confident  at  the  time,  that  Aubrey  was  killed  by  the 
Winnebagoes.  The  company,  which  was  commanded  by  Capt. 
John  F.  O'Keil,  of  Mineral  Point,  returned  by  way  of  Fretwell's 
Diggings  to  Fort  Defiance. 

About  this  time,  the  people  of  Fort  Defiance  and  Mineral  Point 
became  very  much  alarmed,  in  consequence  of  Capt.  James  B. 
EsTES  coming  under  whip  and  spur,  at  the  best  speed  of  his  horse, 
announcing  successively  at  Fort  Defiance  and  Mineral  Point,  that 
he  had  seen  a  large  body  of  Indians  about  seven  miles  below  Fort 
Defiance,  making  their  way  towards  that  fort ;  adding  at  Mineral 
Point,  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  Fort  Defiance  was  then  in 
possession  of  the  Indians.  In  reading  over  Capt.  Estes'  narrative 
in  Gen.  Smith's  History,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  that  he  had 


*  AT73RHT  was  killed  on  tke  6tli  of  J une. 
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made  no  mention  of  this  circumstance  ;  he  may,'  however,  have 
concluded  that  he  was  mistaken,  as  I  believe  he  was. 

Immediately  upon  Capt.  Estes  announcing  this  intelligence, 
Capt.  Hoard,  who  commanded  at  Fort  Defiance,  ordered  me  with 
three  others,  Lieut.  M.  G.  Fitch,  John  Eat,  and  Eeasin  Hall,  to 
make  a  reconnoissance  and  ascertain  the  facts.  We  did  so,  but 
could  find  no  Indians,  or  signs  of  any.  The  fort  was  not  attacked, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Mineral  Point  learning  this  fact,  resumed 
their  usual  quiet  and  confidence.  These  false  alarms  were  not 
uncommon  in  these  critical  times.  Many  men  seemed  to  possess 
eyes  of  a  powerfully  magnifying  character,  torturing  every  thing 
seen  into  an  Indian,  and  thus  many  a  well  run  race  has  been  made 
when  there  were  no  Indians  probably  within  many  miles,  and  noth* 
-ing  to  justify  the  flight  more  than  a  tree,  stump,  or  clump  of 
weeds.  But  notwithstanding  there  were  a  few  of  these  flighty 
gentlemen,  the  most  of  the  men  then  in  the  country,  were  of  that 
bold  and  resolute  character,  who  could  readily  distinguish  between 
trees  or  bushes  and  Indians,  as  their  conduct  upon  all  occasions 
80  well  testified. 

After  Col.  Dodge  left  Gratiot's  Grove,  as  my  son,  who  was  of 
the  party,  informs  me,  he  proceeded  with  his  command  to  Kirker's 
farm,  and  there  halted  for  noon ;  and  while  there,  the  Colonel 
addressed  his  men  in  a  very  spirited  manner,  saying  that  they 
were  then  fully  in  the  enemy's  country ;  that  every  thing  depend- 
ed upon  their  success ;  that  the  public  eye  was  upon  them,  and 
that  every  thing  that  could  be  expected  of  valiant  and  daring 
soldiers,  would  be  expected  of  them ;  that  their  families,  as  well 
as  the  country,  looked  to  them  for  protection  ;  and  closed  by  re- 
minding them  of  the  importance  of  vigilance  and  determination, 
and  of  perfect  subordination  to  their  officers  while  in  the  field.* 
In  the  afternoon,  tliey  marched  to  the  scene  of  the  murder  of  St. 
Ykain,  Hale  and  Fowler,  whose  bodies  they  found  and  buried ; 
Hawley,  who  was  supposed  to  have  been  killed  near  the  same 


*This  address  may  be  seen  in  full  in  Smith's  Historj  of  Wisconsin,  vol.  1,  p.  420. 
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time,  was  never  found,  nor  anything  entirely  satisfactory  ever 
heard  of  him. 

The  next  night,  Gol.  Dodge's  party  encamped  at  Hickory  Point, 
where  five  of  their  horses  were  stolen  by  the  Indians.  Early  the 
next  morning,  a  detachment  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Gentry 
started  in  pursuit,  and  followed  them  nearly  the  whole  day,  re- 
taking some  of  the  lost  horses,  together  with  some  others,  which 
the  Indians  had  evidently  stolen  from  the  whites.  The  Indians 
eluded  them  bj  abandoning  the  horses,  and  fleeing  through  or  in- 
to swamps  on  foot. 

This  night  we  encamped  at  Kock  River,  where  Gen.  Hugh 
Beady^  was  in  command.  Learning  that  Gen.  Henky  Atkinson 
was  at  Ottawa,  on  the  Illinois  river,  Col.  Dodge,  with  twenty-five 
men,  accompanied  Gen.  Brady  to  that  point,  where  Col.  Dodge 
had  a  conference  with  Gen.  ATKiNS0N,f  formed  a  plan  for  the  future 
movements  of  the  army,  when  Col.  Dodge  returned  the  next 
night  to  Dixon  about  mid-night.  Early  the  next  morning  there- 
after, Col.  Dodge's  command  was  put  in  motion  for  the  Mining 
Country,  where  they  arrived  after  a  two  day's  march,  much  worn 
down  and  fatigued.  This  expedition  from  the  commencement  oc- 
cupied about  eight  days,  during  which  the  troops  had  been  almost 
constantly,  day  and  night,  upon  the  march.  Upon  their  return  to 
Gratiot's  Grove,  owing  to  the  worn  down  condition  of  the  horses, 
having  had  nothing  but  grass  to  subsist  on,  it  was  deemed  expe- 

*Gen.  Brady  -was  bom  in  Pennsylvania,  in  July,  1768,  and  entered  the  army  in  1792,  and  sei-ved  as  an 
Ensign  in  Gen.  Wayne's  campaign  against  the  Indians  ;  and  in  the  war  of  1812-'15,  he  commanded  a 
aregiment,  and  particularly  distinguished  himself  at  Lundy'a  Lane,  and  in  the  battle  of  Chippewa,  in 
\rhich  latter  sanguinary  contest  his  regiment  was  almost  annihilated,  and  himself  severely  wounded.  In 
1825,  he  was  stationed  at  Detroit,  in  command  of  that  military  department,  and  contributed  greatly  to 
preserving  peace  on  the  frontier,  during  the  patroit  disturbances  in  Canada,  in  1837.  He  entered  mth 
gpirit  into  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  exclaimed,  "  Give  me  two  infantry  companies  mounted,  and  I  will 
engage  to  whip  the  Sauks  out  of  the  country  in  one  week  ;"  but  sickness  soon  came  upon  the  veteran, 
and  his  services  were  lost  for  the  campaign.  He  received  from  his  native  State,  the  present  of  a  sword, 
and  attained  the  brevet  rank  of  major-general.  He  died,  at  Detroit,  April  15th,  1861,  in  his  eighty-third 
year.  A  life  of  purity,  rigid  temperance  and  systematic  activity,  had  given  a  hardiness  to  his  frame,  and 
an  elasticity  to  his  step,  which  continued  to  the  day  of  his  death.  He  was  a  younger  brother  of  the 
celebrated  partizan  in  Indian  warfare,  Capt.  Samuel  Beady,  of  the  Upper  Ohio  Valley  L.  p.  D. 

i  This  was  on  the  Uth  of  June.  Gen.  Atkinson  was  engaged  in  organizing  three  brigades  of  of  Illi- 
nois volunteers  at  Ottawa.  I*-  C.  D. 


343 


di^ent  by  Col.  Dodge  to  dismiss  his  men  to  their  respective  forts 
for  a  few  days,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  their  horses ;  subject, 
however,  to  be  re-called  into  service  at  a  moment's  warning. 

The  mounted  men  had  just  arrived  at  Fort  Defiance,  when  the 
sad  intelligence  arrived  by  David  Gilbert  as  express,  that  five 
men.  had  been  killed  at  Spafford's  farm,  on  the  Pecatonica,  six 
miles  south-east  of  Fort  Hamilton.*    A  dispatch  was  immediately 
sent  to  Col.  Dodge,  and  all  the  men  at  the  fort  that  could  be 
mounted,  were  soon  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  the  scene  of  the 
murder.    This  detachment  consisted  of  E.  H.  Kirkpateick,  Chas. 
Bracken,  who  was  first  Lieutenant  at  Fort  Defiance,  Samuel 
Black  and  Peter  Parkison,  Jr.,  who  had  just  returned  from 
Col.  Dodge's  expedition  to  Ottawa,  and  belonged  to  the  mounted 
force.  Levin  Leach,  Dominick  McGraw,  Matthew  G.  Fitch, 
Thomas  H.  Price,  Samuel  Bunts,  Benjamin  Lawhead,  Highton, 
Yan  Waggoner,  and  myself,f  who  belonged  to  the  Fort  Defiance 
company — making  thirteen  in  number.    Previous  to  our  depar- 
ture, some  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  by  some  of  the  men 
relative  to  being  placed  under  the  leadership  of  Lieut.  Bracken, 
who  was  entitled  to  the  command  of  those  who  belonged  to  the 
fort  company.    Capt.  Hoard  consulted  me  as  to  the  best  course 
to  be  pursued,  and  I  advised  placing  the  men  under  the  command 
of  R.  H.  Kirkpatrick,  who  afterwards  became  Major;  and  this 
was  accordingly  done,  and  the  men  proceeded  under  him.    I  state 
this  in  justice  to  Maj.  Kirkpatrick,  who  is  now  dead,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  seeing  Gen.  Bracken's  statement  in  Gen.  Smuh's 
history,  claiming  to  have  commanded  this  detachment.    It  i&a 
matter  of  some  surprise  to  me,  that  Gen.  Smith  should  have  so  far 
disregarded  the  truth  and  impartiality  of  history,  as  to  have  given 
Gen.  Bracken's  statement,  and  at  the  same  time  suppressed  others 
relative  to  this  affair  and  Pecatonica  battle,  which  I  know  were 
placed  in  his  hands.    Other  mistakes  there  are  in  his  history,  but 
olu  , 

♦This  occurred  on  the  14th  of  Jane,  1832.  L.  C.  D. 

•(■  Gen.  Bbaokbn  girea  the  additional  name  of  one  MoCoimEU.  L.  0.  I>. 
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they  may  have  been  made  inadvertently,  without  having  the 
proper  lights  to  guide  him. 

In  consequence  of  this  momentary  dissatisfaction  about  the 
command,  Lieut.  Bracken,  with  Benjamin  Lawhead  started  in 
advance  of  the  detachment,  but  we  overtook  them  previous  to 
reaching  Fort  Hamilton,  where  we  arrived  about  midnight,  and 
remained  till  morning.  "We  found  the  fort  and  its  occupants  in 
the  greatest  confusion,  with  no  quarters  or  refreshments  for  us, 
and  we  had  to  shift  as  best  we  could.  Some  others  here  joined 
our  party,  and  some  further  altercation  occurring  about  the  com- 
mand, an  election  was  regularly  held,  and  E.  H.  Kirkpatrick  was 
chosen.  The  detachment  then  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  the  mur- 
der, under  the  guidance  of  Bennet  Million,  who  was  one  of  the 
party  attacked,  and  had  almost  miraculously  made  his  escape, 
after  a  chase  of  fifteen  miles,  and  having  swam  the  Pecatonica 
five  times  during  the  chase,  and  at  length  arrived  at  Fort  Hamil- 
ton, in  full  lope,  about  an  hour  by  mn. 

The  first  thing  that  presented  itself  to  us  at  the  scene  of  mur- 
der, was  the  headless  body  of  the  unfortunate  Spafford,  who,  it 
seems  from  Million's  statement,  was  killed  at  the  first  fire  of  the 
Indians,  and  was  found  near  where  the  attack  was  made.  Except 
where  shot,  and  the  decapitation,  there  were  no  mutilations  of  the 
body ;  we  found  the  missing  head  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  some 
hundred  yards  from  the  body,  with  pretty  much  all  the  hair 
taken  off,  which  was  of  a  fine  glossy  appearance,  and  hence  the 
reason  of  their  taking  it  all.  The  bodies  of  Searls,  McIlwaine, 
and  an  Englishman  called  Johnny  Bull,  were  found  upon  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river,  most  shockingly  mangled  and  mutila- 
ted. The  body  of  Spencer,  who  was  supposed  to  have  been 
killed  at  the  same  time,  could .  no  where  be  found.  The  other 
four  bodies  were  brought  together,  and  buried  in  one  common 
grave,  presenting  a  most  appalling  spectacle,  such  as  only  men  of 
nerve  could  have  witnessed  with  any  degree  of  composure.  While 
these  solemn  obsequies  were  beiog  performed,  a  force  was  con- 
stantly reconnoitering  the  surrounding  country  in  search  of  the 
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yet  unfound  body  of  Spencee,  and  to  see  that  there  were  no  In- 
dians lurking  in  our  vicinity,  to  take  us  by  surprise.  After 
burying  our  unfortunate  friends,  who  had  fallen  victims  through 
their  anxiety  to  raise  a  crop  of  corn,  we  continued  the  search  for 
Spencer's  body  till  evening.  I  must  bear  my  testimony  to  the 
prudent,  cautious  and  sagacious  manner,  in  which  this  expedition 
was  conducted  by  Maj.  Kirkpateick,  the  officer  in  command. 

When  at  night  we  returned  to  Fort  Hamilton,  we  found  Capt. 
Gentry  there  with  a  portion  of  his  company,  when  our  detachment 
fell  under  his  command.  After  some  refreshments,  the  first  of 
which  we  had  partaken  since  leaving  Fort  Defiance,  a  council  was 
held,  in  which  it  was  determined,  that  in  the  event  of  Col.  Dodge 
failing  to  arrive  by  eight  o'clock  next  morning,  the  force  then  un- 
der command  of  Capt.  Gentey,  would  pursue  the  Indians,  and 
make  a  further  search  for  the  body  of  Spencee.  The  night  passed 
without  any  unusual  occurrence.  Just  as  our  men  were  about 
starfing  the  next  morning,  in  pursuance  of  the  arrangements 
agreed  on,  Col.  Dodge  arrived  in  company  with  Thomas  Jenkins 
and  John  Messeesmith,  Jr.,  the  Colonel,  in  point  of  fact,  having 
out-ridden  the  others,  arrived  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  ahead 
of  them. 

It  seems,  that  upon  receiving  the  express  at  Dodgeville,  Col. 
Dodge  with  Jenkins  and  Messeesmith,  had  started  for  Fort  Hamil- 
ton by  the  way  of-Blue  Moiinds,where  were  some  fresh  horses  and 
men — a  portion  of  Capt.  Gentey's  command ;  and  leaving  orders 
for  them  to  proceed  immediately  to  Fort  Hamilton,  Col.  Dodge 
continued  his  route,  by  way  of  Fretwell's  Diggings,  ^nd  arrived 
at  Fort  Hamilton  as  before  stated.  But  a  little  previous  to  his  ar- 
rival, he  had  left  the  main  road,  and  taken  a  by-way,  which  some- 
what shortened  the  distance ;  and  on  coming  into  the  main  road 
again,  he  met  one  Apple,  a  German,  who  had  a  good  horse,  which 
Capt.  Gentey  that  morning  was  about  to  impress  into  the  service, 
when  Apple  promised  him,  if  he  would  allow  him  to  go  to  his  cabin 
after  his  blankets,  he  would  accompany  us  on  our  expedition. 
This  was  by  many  supposed  to  be  merely  an  excuse  to  get  away, 
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and  thus  avoid  going  himself,  or  letting  his  horse  go.  However, 
jhe  had  proceeded  but  a  short  distance,  after  leaving  Ool.  Dcdge, 
when  he  fell  into  an  ambuscade,  and  was  literally  shot  to  pieces. 
It  appeared  after wards,that  the  Indians  had  first  way -laid  the  path 
by  which  Col.  Dodge  approached  the  fort,  which  passed  through 
quite  a  thick  point  of  woods ;  but,  in  the  morning,  seeing  some  of 
the  men  from  the  fort  pass  up  to  the  field  for  some  grain,  by  the 
way  of  the  main  road,  which  kept  round  more  in  the  open  ground, 
they  changed  their  position  and  went  there.  Thus  had  Col.  Dodge 
arrived  half  an  hour  earlier,  or  had  he  kept  around  the  main  road, 
he  would  undoubtedly  have  fallen  a  victim  instead  of  the  unfor- 
tunate German. 

Almost  at  the  same  moment  of  Col.  Dodge  dismounting  aj;  the 
fort,  the  horse  of  Apple  came  running  up  near  Capt.  Gentry's 
command,  who  were  some  distance  from  the  fort,  Capt.  Gentet 
directed  my  son,  who  was  then  a  mere  boy,  to  run  and  bring  Ap- 
ple's horse  to  him,  which  he  did.  Upon  seeing  the  horse  \^th  a 
bullet  hole  through  his  ear,  and  one  through  the  top  of  his  neck, 
the  saddle  bloody,  and  recollecting  the  report  of  guns  a  few  mo- 
ments before,  there  could  be  no  mistake  as  to  what  had  taken 
place  ;  all  called  out  at  once  that  Apple  was  killed.  All  was  in- 
stantly wild  excitement  and  disorder,  and  but  for  the  stern,  deter- 
mined will  of  Capt.  Gentry,  aided  somewhat  by  Maj.  Kiekpat- 
KiCK,  Lieut.  Bracken  and  myself,  instead  of  the  successful  pursuit 
and  defeat  of  the  Indians,  a  failure  might,  and  I  think  would, 
have  been  the  consequence.  In  a  company  of  thirty  or  forty 
men,  there  are  almost  invariably  some  who  possess  so  excitable 
and  enthusiastic  temperaments,  as  to  lose  all  presence  of  mind, 
or  self-control,  though  brave  it  may  be,  even  to  a  fault.  This  was 
the  case  in  the  present  instance.  When  it  was  ascertained  that 
Apple  was  unquestionably  killed,  quite  a  number  of  men  of  this 
description  mounted  their  horses  without  orders,  and  were  upon 
the  act  of  rushing  indiscriminately  after  the  Indians.  Captain 
Gentry  rushed  to  their  front,  and  ordered  them,  in  the  most  per- 
emptory manner,  as  their  captain,  to  halt,  reminding  them  of 
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Stillman's  Defeat  being  brought  about  perhaps  by  similar  move- 
ments and  insubordination,  and  then  declaring,  that  he  would 
shoot  the  first  man  who  attempted  to  advance  until  ordered  to  do 
so  bj  Col.  Dodge,  who  would  be  there  in  a  few  moments. 

Upon  his  arrival,  Col.  Dodge  ordered  the  men  to  mount  and 
form  in  line,  when  he  addressed  them  to  this  effect :  "  Fellow 
soldiers !  we  shall  immediately  follow  the  Indians,  whose  hands 
are  now  reekmg  with  the  blood  of  one  of  our  neighbors  and  fel- 
low citizens  whom  they  have  just  slain.  We  must  overtake 
them,  if  possible.  Their  numbers  are  unknown;  but  numer- 
ous as  they  may  be,  I  shall  charge  them  sword  in  hand ;  and  if 
there  are  any  among  you  who  think  you  cannot  do  this,  you  will 
fall  back  now,  as  I  want  none  with  me ,  except  those  upon  whom 
I  can  rely,  with  the  utmost  confidence,  in  any  and  every  emer- 
gency." The  order  was  then  given  to  advance  at  full  speed,  but 
none  fell  back.  We  were  soon  upon  their  trail,  passing  the 
mangled  corpse  of  Apple,  which  we  left  in  the  hands  of  the^fort 
men  for  interment. 

The  trail  led  through  an  almost  impassable  thicket  of  under- 
brush, tree  tops,  prickly  ash,  grape  vines,  briars,  and  every  thing 
calculated  to  retard  our  speed.  We  finally  succeeded  in  dislodg- 
ing them  from  the  thicket,  and  making  our  way  through  it ;  but 
when  we  came  to  the  open  prairie,  the  Indians  were  far  in  ad- 
vance of  our  front,  our  line  being  extended  for  perhaps  half  a 
mile  in  length,  owing  to  the  difiiculty  of  the  men  getting  through 
the  thicket.  The  pursuit  was  somewhat  promiscuous,  every  one 
taking  his  own  course.  Col.  Dodge,  Capt.  Gentet,  Lieut.  Be- 
QUETTE,  John  Messeksmith,  Jr.,  John  Hood,  and  I,  formed  the 
advance.  We  came  pretty  nearly  up  to  the  Indians  on  the  open 
prairie,  about  two  miles  from  the  timber ;  when  I  suggested  to 
Col.  Dodge  the  propriety  of  commencing  an  attack  upon  them ; 
but  before  the  remainder  of  the  command,  who  were  close  at  hand, 
and  coming  up  at  full  speed,  had  joined  us,  the  Indians  had 
crossed  a  deep  creek  in  the  prairie,  of  which  we  knew  nothing, 
and  which  was  of  difficult  passage  for  horses.  This  retarded  us  a 
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little,  which  enabled  the  Indians  to  reach  the  main  Pecatonica, 
and  were  crossing  it  just  as  we  came  up  in  full  view  of  them 
again ;  and  some  shots  were  exchanged  here,  but  without  effect, 
the  distance  being  too  great. 

J ust  after  the  Indians  had  effected  a  passage  of  the  river,  which 
was  then  much  swollen,  Capt.  Gentry  and  I  effected  a  crossing 
by  swimming  our  horses.  Asa  Duncan  made  the  same  attempt, 
but  did  not  succeed.  This  placed  Capt.  GentpwT  and  myself  upon 
the  same  side  of  the  river  with  the  Indians,  where  we  could  com- 
mand a  full  view  of  their  movements,  and  which  perhaps  decided 
them  upon  making  no  further  attempts  to  escape,  but  to  prepare 
to  fight.  They  then  marched  leisurely  into  a  grove  in  the  bend 
of  the  river,  and  secreted  themselves  under  the  bank  of  a  deep 
slough,  which  had  no  doubt  at  some  former  period,  been  the  bed 
of  the  river.  This  embankment  was  surrounded  and  sheltered 
with  thick  under-brush  and  trees. 

In  the  meantime.  Col.  Do]:)Ge  had,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
men,  effected  a  crossing  higher  up  the  river,  at  a  ford  on  an  old 
Indian  trail,  and  were  dismounted  at  the  head  of  the  grove  in 
which  the  Indians  were  concealed.  Capt.  Gentey  said  to  me, 
"  Col.  Paekison,  you  may  remain  here,  if  you  will,  as  you  are  on 
a  fleet  horse,  and  I  will  go  to  Col.  Dodge,  and  conduct  him  this 
way  to  the  Indians,  and  then  you  can  join  us."  I  consented  to 
this  arrangement ;  but  before  Capt.  Gentey  reached  CoL  Dodge, 
he  mired  his  horse  in  a  slough,  which  he  was  attempting  to  cross, 
and  lost  his  gun.  Col.  Dodge  had  made  one  advance  through  the 
grove,  and  came  out  in  sight  of  where  I  was  posted.  I  then  con- 
ducted him  to  the  point  where  the  Indians  entered  the  grove,  and 
found  their  trail ;  upon  which  we  marched  in  an  extended  line, 
keeping  the  trail  at  the  centre  of  eur  line. 

When  we  had  advanced  upon  the  trail  about  two  hundred 
yards  with  death-like  stillness,  the  enemy s'  whereabouts  was  sud- 
denly announced  to  us  by  a  volley  of  fire  arms,  accompanied  by 
the  most  terrific  yells.  But  we  ^ere  not  in  the  least  daunted,  and 
Col.  Dodge  instantly  gave  the  order  to  charge,  which  was  prompt- 
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ly  obeyed,  and  in  less  than  two  minutes  every  Indian  was  killed 
and  scalped.  In  their  first  fire,  they  shot  three  of  our  men,  mor- 
tally wounding  Black  and  Morris,  and  slightly  wounding  Thomas 
Jenkins.  In  the  charge  upon  the  bank,  Wells  was  mortally 
wounded.  Thus  ended  this  short  but  sanguinary  conflict.  The 
entire  war-party  was  exterminated,  leaving  not  one  to  bear  the 
sad  tidings  to  their  Chief  and  people,  that  Col.  Dodge  and  his 
warriors  were  not,  in  fact,  of  "  the  soft-shelled  hreed.''^  - 

All  our  men  behaved  well,  indeed  valiantly,  without  distinc- 
tion. Col.  Dodge,  in  his  oflicial  report  of  the  engagement,  says . 
"The  volunteers  under  my  command,  behaved  with  great  bravery 
and  gallantry ;  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  discriminate  be 
tween  them."  This  battle  was  fought  on  the  16th  of  June ;  and 
the  names  of  the  persons  who  participated  in  it,  are :  Col.  Dodge, 
Lieut.  Beqtjette,  Lieut.  Bracken,  Lieut.  D.  M.  Parkison,  Lieut. 
Porter,  E.  H.  Kirkpatrick,  Dr.  Allen  Hill,  surgeon,  Thomas 
Jenkins,  W.  W.  Woodbridge,  John  Messersmith,  Jr.,  Asa  Dun- 
oaNj  Benjamin  Lawhead,  Samuel  Patrick,  William  Carnes, 
John  Hodd,  Levin  Leach,  Alexander  Higginbotham,  Samuel 
Black,  Dominick  McGraw,  Peter  Parkison,  Jr.,  Samuel  Bunts, 
Yan  Waggoner,  Wells,  Morris,  and  Rankin.  Capt.  Gentry 
joined  us  just  as  the  firing  ceased  ;  and  M.  G.  Fitch  and  another 
man  were  posted  as  sentinels,  to  watch  the  retreat  of  the  Indians, 
should  they  attempt  any. 

We  then  conveyed  our  wounded  men,  partly  by  litter,  and 
partly  by  wagon,  to  Fort  Hamilton.  On  our  way  there,  we  met 
Edward  BEOucHARD,f  and  a  number  of  Winnebagoes,  Sionx,  and 


•Some  idea  of  the  brief  space  of  time  occupied  in  this  desperate  hand-to-hand  conilict,  may  be  gath- 
ered from  the  graphic  description  of  one  of  the  volunteers,  John  Messersmith,  Jr.,  as  related  in  Gen, 
Smith's  History-: — "  I  fired  mj--  yager ;  let  it  drop — drew  out  my  left  pistol ;  fired  it  at  an  Indian — let  the 
pistol  fall— drew  out  my  right  pistol ;  fired  at  another  Indian— was  pouring  powder  in  my  hand  to 
re-load,  when  one  of  our  company  said,  <  They  are  all  dead ! '  "  L.  C.  D, 

f  Beouchard,  in  his  statement  in  Gren.  Smith's  History,  claims  to  have  reached  the  battle  just  as  the 
firing  commenced,  and  to  have  taken  part  in  it ;  and  he  gives  the  additional  name  of  Devies  as  one  of 
the  participants,  and  Gen.  Beacken  speaks  of  one  Devee — doubtless  the  same  person.  Gen.  Bracked. 
aiso  gives  the  name  of  Thomas  H.  Price  as  one  of  Gen.  Dodge's  party.  There  were  four  men  in  charge 
•f  the  horses,  two  of  whom,  according  to  Gen!  Bracken,  were  Price  and  a  youth  named  Townsend  ; 
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Menomonees,  with  whom  Col.  Hamilton  had  arrived  abont  the 
time  of  #iir  fight  with  the  Sauks.  These  Indians  had  come  down 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  us  in  fighting  the  Sanks  and  Foxes; 
but  after  a  few  days  talking  and  counselling  with  Col.  Dodge, 
Col.  Geatiot  and  Col.  Hamilton,  and  eating  up  a  great  deal  of 
our  beef,  they  became  discontented  and  departed,  frightening  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  through  which  they  passed.  Col.  Dodge 
was  anxious  to  have  retained  them  as  spies,  but  I  think  we  were 
better  off  without  them,  as  they  were  a  cowardly  and  treacherous 
set  of  miserable  fellows. 

About  this  time,  some  of  these  Indians,  with  some  of  the  white 
men  of  the  fort,  went  to  the  house  of  Mr.  B.  Million,  the  father 
of  the  young  man  who  made  his  escape  from  the  Indians  at 
Spafford's  farm,  for  some  provisions,  where  they  were  thrown 
into  the  greatest  consternation  by  the  appearance  of  a  man  rush- 
ing frantically  from  a  corn- crib  towards  them.  He  proved  to  be 
Spencer,  supposed  to  have  been  killed  at  Spafford's  farm.  He 
said,  that  in  the  affair  at  Spafford's,  instead  of  attempting  to 
cross  the  river  as  the  others  did,  he  ran  down  the  stream,  and  hid 
in  the  mouth  of  a  branch,  until  an  Indian  came  near  him  on 
horseback  whom  he  shot,  and  then  fled  across  the  bottom  in  the 
the  direction  of  the  fort,  but  finding  two  Indians  pursuing  him, 
he  secreted  himself  in  a  thicket  until  the  day  after  the  battle  of 
Pecatonica,  when  he  ventured  up  in  sight  of  the  fort.  Seeing  it 
surrounded  by  Indians,  and  having  heard  our  firing,  he  concluded 
that  the  fort  had  evidently  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
and  fled  with  terror  to  the  woods,  where  he  would  remain  quite 
hidden  during  the  day,  and  in  the  night  would  venture  out  to  this 
deserted  house  of  Million's,  to  seek  provisions.    In  his  rambles 

and  four  others,  according  to  Col  Dodge's  account,  and  Beouchard'S  statement,  were  placed  so  as 
to  watch  the  enemy,  should  they  attempt  to  escape.  In  one  letter,  Col.  Dodge  speaks  of  eighteen 
men,  and  in  another,  twenty-one,  heing  actually  engaged  In  the  charge.  Gen.  Bbackew  states 
that  the  charging  party  numbered  twenty-one,  including  Col.  Dodge.  If,  then,  there  were  twenty-one 
in  the  charge,  four  holding  horses^ four  videttes  or  spies,  and  Capt.  Gentry  belated  in  miring  his  horse 
and  losing  his  gun,  we  have  just  thirty  ;  which  is  precisely  the  number  whose  names  are  giv  en  by  Col* 
Parkison  and  Gen.  Bbaokbn,  to  say  nothing  of  Beouchakd,  and  the  man  who  was  a  vidette  with  M. 
G.  FjTOH— as  this  unnamed  vidette  may  have  been  one  of  the  thirty  already  indicated.         L.  C,  J>. 
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during  the  night,  he  ran  upon  an  Indian,  shot  at  him,  and  then 
ran  himself.  In  the  succeeding  winter,  he  became  so  frenzied 
and  flighty  in  consequence  of  his  frights  on  this  occasion,  that  he 
wandered  off-— no  one  ever  knew  where. 

After  the  battle  of  Pecatonica,  the  volunteers  returned  to  their 
respective  forts.  The  wounded  men,  Wells  and  MoERis,  were  left 
at  Fort  Hamilton,  where  they  both  died  in  about  two  weeks ; 
Samuel  Black,  a  noble  and  brave  young  man,  was  taken  to  Fort 
Defiance,  among  his  friends,  where  he  died  in  about  nine  days, 
lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  the  fifth  volunteer  company  was  formed, 
of  which  I  was  chosen  captain,  and  Samuel  Patrick  and  Matthew 
G.  Fitch  respectively  first  and  second  lieutenants.  After  the  for- 
mation of  this  company,  I  accompanied  Cul.  Dodge^  with  a  portion 
of  Capt.  Gentry's  company,  to  the  Blue  Mounds,  for  the  purpose 
of  burying  Lieut.  Force  and  Mr.  Green,  who  had  been  killed* 
about  two  miles  from  the  fort  by  a  party  of  about  forty  Indians, 
supposed  to  have  been  partly  Winnebagoes.  We  buried  Force — 
Green  had  been  interred  before  our  arrival.  I  made  a  reconnois- 
sance  in  the  direction  of  the  head  waters  of  Sugar  Creek,  but  not 
finding  the  trail  of  the  Indians,  we  returned  to  the  fort  the  next 
day,  when  Col.  Dodge  with  Capt.  Gentry's  company  returned  to 
Fort  Union,  his  head-qnarfers,  near  Dodgeville.  I  was  left  with 
my  company  to  guard  the  fort  at  the  Blue  Mounds,  where  I  re- 
mained four  days,  during  which  I  reconnoitered  the  surrounding 
country  for  some  distance.  While  there,  I  received  for  myself 
and  company,  the  kindest  hospitality  of  Col.  Ebenezer  Brigham. 
I  was  then  ordered  to  return  to  Fort  Defiance,  and  make  imme- 
diate preparations  for  an  expedition  against  Black  Hawk,  who 
was  then  said  to  be  encamped,  with  his  entire  force,  on  Kosh-ko- 
nong  Lake. 

Previous  to  this  time,  numerous  depredations  had  been  com- 
mitted by  the  Indians,  and  some  bloody  conflicts  had  taken  place. 


•  On  the  20th  of  June. 
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A  man  bad  been  killed  near  Kellogg's  Old  Grove ;  and  St.  Veaik,  > 
Hale,  Fowler  and  Hawley  were  also  killed,  while  their  com^ 
panions,  Alexander  Higginbotham,  Aquilla  Floyd,  and  one 
McKiNNEY,  made  their  escape  after  being  hotly  pursued  nearly  the 
entire  day.  Two  men  were  killed  near  the  Sinsiniwa^^Mound ; 
the  fort  at  Apple  River  was  attacked,  one  man  killed,  and  quite  a 
number  of  cattle  driven  off ;  Capt.  Stephenson  had  a  severe  con- 
flict with  a  party  of  Indians  on  the  head  of  Yellow  Creek,  in 
which  he  lost  three  men,  and  was  himself  wounded,  and  compell- 
ed to  abandon  the  field;  and  Gapt.  Snyder  and  Gen.  Whiteside 
had  a  small  conflict  with  them  near  Buffalo  Grove. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  while  Maj.  John  Dement  was  encamped 
at  Kellogg's  Old  Grove,  with  the  spy  battalion  of  Gen.  Posey's 
brigade,  some  three  or  four  Indians  were  discovered  near  the 
encampment,  when  many  of  the  excitable  and  enthusiastic  vol- 
unteers, without  consideration,  commenced  a  disorderly  pursuit, 
despite  the  remonstrances  of  Maj.  Dement.  The  result  was,  that 
they  were  led  into  an  ambuscade,  some  of  them  killed,  and  the 
rest  generally  so  frightened  by  the  yells  of  the  Indians,  that  a 
tumultuous  retreat  commenced  ;  and  the  Indians,  flushed  with 
victory,  pursued  them  to  the  very  verge  of  their  encampment, 
which  was  composed  of  some  substantial  log  houses.  Here  the 
whites  rallied,  and  kept  off  the  Indians,  but  while  the  contest 
lasted,  some  twenty  or  thirty  horses,  belonging  to  the  volunteers, 
were  killed.  It  is  said,  and  I  believe  with  truth,  that  Maj.  De- 
ment acted  with  great  bravery,  and  made  every  exertion  to  rally 
his  men  upon  the  prairie,  so  much  so  as  to  attract  the  admiration 
of  Bla.ck  Hawk  himself,  who  afterwards  said,  "The  young  chief 
talked  much  and  loud,  in  trying  to  rally  his  men,  and  deserved 
much  credit  for  his  bravery." 

About  the  28th  of  June,  all  the  forces  under  Col.  Dodge's  com- 
mand, rendezvoused  at  Fort  Hamilton,  where  they  were  met  by 
Gen.  Posey's  brigade,  preparatory  to  commencing  an  expedition 
to  Kosh-ko-nong  Lake,  where,  according  to  the  plan  previously 
devised,  we  were  to  meet  Gen.  Atkinson,  with  the  other  two 
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diyisions  of  the  army^  Maj.  Dement's  battalion  and  some  others 
of  Posey's  brigade,  Vere  anxious  that  Gen.  Dodge  shfonld  tate 
tlie  command  of  all  the  forces  in  that  division  of  tAie  army  ;  an 
election  was  held,  but  the  Illinois  volunteers,  as  a  matter  df  St^te 
pritie^  still' Vreferred  Geb.  P6sby,  who  wa^  elected  byasmafl 
majority.  The  division  'was  then  put  in  motion  for  tb6  point  of 
destination.  Col.  Dodge's  command  then  consisted  of  rite.com-' 
panies,  numbering  about  two  hundred  .men,  includintr  Oapt. 
Stephenson's  Galena  company. 

We  encamped  the  first  night,  at  the  East  Pecatonica,  which  we 
iad  much  difficulty  in  crossing,  liaving  to  stvim  our  horses,  and 
jfsiii  over  our  baggage.  The  second  night  our  encampment  waa 
at  Devee^s  old  smelting  establishment,  on  Sugar  Eiver,  where 
Capt.  S-rfePHENsoN's  company  joined  us.  We  then  proceeded^by 
way  of  the  Four  Lakes,  where  we  were  joined  by  thfe  Winnebago 
ehief;  White  Crow.  Col.  W.  B.  Hamilton  had  joined  us  the 
night 'before,  with  some  Indians  and  some  white- volunteers,  who^ 
Wfere  designated  as  the  scouting  party  of  Col.  Dodge's  command. 
Gapt»  Stephenson,  in  the  meantime,  had  been  elected  Major  of 
Col.  Dodge's  command ;  and  the  Colonel's  staff  consisted,  at  this 
time,  of  Maj.  K.  H.  KiKipATRicK  as  aid,  W.  W.  Wo'odbridge 
Adjutant,  and  James  P.  Cox,  Sergeant-Major.  :^ 

The  White  Ceow  proffered  to  conduct  us  to  Black  Hawk's  en^ 
campment,  which,  he  said,  was  on  Eock  River,  near  the  Kosh-ko- 
nong. :  Under  his  guidance,  we  advanced  for  several  days  over 
almost  impassable  swamps,  until  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
locality  as  described  by  White  Crow,  when  we  were  met  by  an 
express  from  Gen.  Atkinson,  ordering  us  to  proceed  immediately 
to  hife  encampment  on  Bark  River.  Col.  Dodge  felt  somewhat 
texed  to  be  thus  thwarted  in  his  purpose,  and  remarked,  that  he 
was  crippled  in  every  movement  he  wished  to  make,  by  untimely 
expresses.  In  obedience  to  orders,  we  proceeded  to  head  quar- 
ters. The  night  previously,  a  volunteer  had  been  killed,  and 
Gen.  Atkinson  thinking  the  enemy  near  at  hand,  was  desirous  of 
41  ■  .     .  ^ 


354: 


coDcentrating  all  his  forces,  preparatory  to  a  general  engagement, 
which  he  contemplated  bringing  on  the  next  day. 

But  when  Col.  Hamilton  and  his  scouts  reconnoitered  Black 
Hawk's  camp  the  next  morning,  it  was  ascertained  that  he  had 
decamped,  with  his  whole  force.  It  was  discovered  that  he  had 
occupied  a  most  advantageous  position  for  defence — a  high  de- 
clivity sloping  to  the  river,  which  at  that  point  was  full  of  large 
boulders,  rendering  its  passage  extremely  difficult ;  and  from  the 
apparent  anxiety  of  the  White  Crow  and  his  party  to  lead  us 
there,  it  was,  with  much  reason  supposed,  that  he  was  acting  in 
concert  with  Black  Hawk,  to  bring  on  an  engagement  at  that 
point,  with  the  left  wing  of  the  armj.  Had  this  succeeded,  the 
volunteers  must,  if  not  beaten,  at  least  have  suffered  severely. 

At  this  time,  and  at  G-en.  Atkinson's  encampment,  Capt.  Charles 
Ddnn,  since  Chief  Justice  of  Wisconsin,  and  now  a  member  of 
the  State  Senate,  while  acting  as  officer  of  the  day,  and  going 
around  to  relieve  the  guard,  was  unfortunately  shot  by  one  of  the 
sentinels,  and  dangerously  wounded.  He  was  so  disabled,  as  to 
be  compelled  to  return  home,  being  conveyed  to  Dixon  by  an 
escort. 

Gens.  Henry  and  Alexander,  and  Col.  Dodge,  with  their  re- 
spective commands,  were  ordered  to  Fort  Winnebago  for  provi- 
sions, and  Gen.  Posey's  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  Mining  Kegion 
for  the  protection  of  the  forts  and  settlements  in  that  quarter.  Ar- 
riving at  Fort  Winnebago,  Col.  Dodge  ascertained,  through  the 
Winnebagoes,  that  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  had  moved  up  Rock 
Eiver,  and  were  then  at  the  Rapids.  He  immediately  called  a 
council  of  his  own  officers,  and  those  of  the  other  two  commands, 
at  which  he  communicated  the  intelligence  he  had  derived  from 
the  Winnebagoes,  and  proposed  to  return  to  Gen.  Atkinson's 
camp  by  way  of  the  Rapids.  Gen.  Alexander  objected,  stating 
that  it  would  be  a  violation  of  Gen.  Atkinson's  orders,  which 
were  to  return  immediately;  and  Col.  Dodge  rejoined,  that  as 
there  wa^  no  route  specided  in  the  orders,  he  thought  they  might 
return  by  any  route  they  should  deem  proper.    Gen.  Henry  co- 
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ncided  with  this  opinion,  and  he  and  Col.  Dodge  agreed  to  return 
with  their  commands,  by  way  of  Rock  River  Rapids,  leaving  Gen. 
Alexander  to  take  the  back  trail. 

Preparations  were  immediately  made  for  probeeding.  All  the 
worn  down  horses  that  were  regarded  as  unfit  for  the  expedition, 
were  sent  home  to  the  Mining  country,  and  Maj.  Stephenson's 
company,  with  himself  at  their  head,  nearly  all  leaving,  thus  re- 
ducins:  Col.  Dodge's  effective  force  to  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty;  and  Gen.  Henry's  force  was  also  greatly  reduced,  so  that 
both  commands  did  not,  at  this  time,  exceed  six  hundred  men. — ■ 
Taking  Mr.  Poquette  with  us  as  interpreter,  and  some  Winneba- 
goes  as  guides,  we  set  out,  and  on  the  third  day  arrived  at  the 
Rapids,  (now  Heustisford ;)  but,  to  our  great  surprise,  fuund  no 
Indians  there,  except  some  emaciated  Wiunebagoes,  who  told  us 
that  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  had  moved  farther  up  the  river,  to  the 
Cranberry  Lakes.  We  thereupon  encamped  for  the  night,  posting 
both  a  double  guard,  and  a  double  picket  guard  ;  dispatching, 
meanwhile,  an  express  to  Gen.  Atkinson,  borne  by  Adjutant 
Woodbridge  of  Dodge's  battallio'n,  and  Dr.  Merriman,  one  of 
Gen.  Henry's  adjutants,  with  a  Winnebago  for  a  guide.  When 
they  had  proceeded  about  eight  or  nine  miles,  they  came  across 
one  of  the  main  trails  of  the  enemy,  plainly  pointing  out  tteir 
route  as  making  towards  the  west.  They  at  once  returned,  £nd 
as  they  approached  the  camp,  they  were  tired  on  by  one  of  the 
picket  sentinels,  and  Adjutant  Woodbridge  was  barely  missed,. 

This  new  information  entirely  changed  our  plan  of  operations^ 
for  instead  of  jnarching  up  the  river  as  we  intended,  we  marched 
down  it  early  the  next  morning,  and  at  a  rapid  pace.  The  ex- 
press was  continued  to  Gen.  Atkinson,  by  the  same  men  selected 
the  previous  day  for  that  service.  We  advanced  rapidly  upon 
the  trails,  which  consisted  of  three — one  main  center,  and  two 
flanking  trails.  The  first  night  we  camped  on  the  trail,  we  were 
literally  drenched  with  rain  ;  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  d  til. 
Ctilty  that  we  were  enabled  to  make  any  fire  by  which  to  cook 
our  supper.   The  second  n'ght,  we  encamped  on  the  east  end  oi 
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Third  Lake ;  and,  previously  to  otir  arriving^  th^re,  our  scotits 
discovered  a  large  force  of  Indians,  who  made  a  feint  to  attack 
us,  when  we  at  once  formed  into  order  of  battle.  Seeing  this 
iiiovement  of  ours,  they  made  a  precipitous  flight  into  the  woods 
surrounding  the  lake.  We  then  advanced  a  short  distance,  and 
took  up  our  encampment.  That  night  our  scouts  discovered 
many  Indians,  and  it  appeared  from  information  received  the  next 
morning  from  a  Winnebago,  that  about  one  half  of  the  main  body 
of  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  took  post  near  the  crossing  of  the  Catfish, 
on  the  eastern  confines  of  the  city  of  Madison,  with  the  intention 
of  there  attacking  us,  should  we  attempt  a  night  pursuit ;  but  as 
we  did  not,  they  left  about  midnight. 

The  next  morning — ^^the  memorable  31st  of  July — we  were  upon 
their  trail  by  sunrise,  with  every  expectation  of  overtaking  them 
soon.  The  march  or  pursuit  was  consequently  rapid.  On  the 
bank  of  the  Third  Lake,  near  where  the  Lake  House  in  Madison 
iow  stands,  our  advance  guard  killed  an  Indian,  who,  the  Win- 
nebago Indian  before  alluded  to,  infomed  us,  was  sitting  upon 
the  grave  of  his  wife,  who  had  perhaps  died  of  fatigue,  hunger'^' 
and  exhaustion,  and  her  disconsolate  companion  had  resolved  to 
await  the  advancing  foe,  and  die  there  also  *,  and  he  boldly  bared 
bis  naked  breast,  and  presented  a  fall  front,  as  a  willing  target  for 
the  balls  of  the  scouts.  He  but  too  soon  met  the  death  he  cov- 
teed.  This  may  be  thought  to  have  been  cruel  on  the  part  of  the 
scouts;  but  it  will  be  recollected,  that  our  motto  was,  " no  qua/t- 
■etrs and  besides,  in  such  an  exciting  pursuit,  there  was  little 
time  to  deliberate  as  to  their  course  of  action  in  such  a  case,  even 
had  they  then  been  aware  of  the  attending  circumstances. 

In  our  pursuit,  we  passed  an  encampment  on  what  is  now 
called  Pheasant  Branch,  at  the  head  of  Fourth  Lake,  where  was 

*  BiiACK  HiWK,  in  his  auto-biography,  mentiona,  that  in  tke  region  of  the  ^our  Lakes,  he  iWd 
his  people  «•  were  hard  puttOj  to  obtain  enough  to  eat  to  support  nature  ;"  that  thej-^  were  forced  to 
subsist  on  roots  and  bark  of  trees— hence  the  name  of  Baric  River,  above  Kosh-ko-nong  ;  and  that  eere- 
ral  of  ^hei^  "  old  people  became  so  much  reduced,  as  actually  to  die  with  hunger."  He  adds,  thatafter 
crossing  the  "Wisconsin,  his  people  were  in  a  desperate  condition,  starving  from  hunger,  and  that  on 
the  ro  ite  to  thc  Bad  Ax,  several  old  men  and  children  perished  from  that  cause.  L,  C.  D. 
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a  freshly  made  Indian  grave,  where  a  squaw  was  buried,  sup-: 
posed  to  have  died  the  n^'ght  before.  About  five  miles  from  this 
place,  our  scouts  killed  an  Indian,  who  said  he  was  a  "Winneba- 
go ;  and  when  in  the  act  of  falling,  he  fired  his  rifle,  wounding  one 
of  the  volunteers  of  Capt.  Clark's  company.  From  this  point, 
our  scouts  were  continually  chasing  the  Indians,  and  being  in 
turn  chased  by  them.  Consequently  the  march  became  almost  a 
flight  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Upon  one  occasion,  we  were 
thrown  into  order  of  battle,  but  the  enemy  immediately  receded, 
and  a  running  fire  was  then  kept  up  almost  constantly  by  our 
scouts  and  the  rear  guard  of  the  Indians*,  until  the  main  battle 
was  fought.  It  was  brought  about  by  the  chasing  of  our  scouts, 
who  were  commanded  by  Capt.  Joseph  Dickson,  now  of  Grant 
county,  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  who  had  been  secreted  iu 
the  low  bottom  of  the  Wisconsin  River.  While  they  were  pur- 
suing the  scouts  up  a  long  slope,  the  advance  portion  of  our  men 
were  rapidly  ascending  from  the  opposite  side,  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, we  met  near  the  top. 

Here  we  had  barely  time  to  form  ourselves  in  battle  order. 
Col.  Dodge's  command,  of  which  my  company  formed  a  part,  and 
Col.  Wm.  L.  D.  EwiifG's  formed  the  front,  and  were  barely  faced 
about,  when  the  enemy  commenced  firing  upon  us.  We  returned 
the  fire  with  great  rapidity,  and  with  deadly  aim,  as  it  was  ascer^ 
tained  that  forty-eight  of  the  enemy  were  killed  in  this  charge. 
Ity  orderly  sargeant,  John  McNaie,  was  wounded  in  this  onset, 
by  a  shot  in  the  thigh,  but  was  not  conscious  of  it  until  the  firing 
cease'i,  and  the  enemy  had  fled.  By  this  time,  the  remainder  of 
Gen.  Henkt's  command,  except  the  command  of  Col.  Fkt,  a  part 
of  whom  were  dragoons,  was  brought  into  line  of  battle,  and 
which  was  within  ten  minutes  after  the  firing  commenced. 

As  an  act  of  justice  to  Gen.  Henry  and  his  command,  I  woul4; 

•  Black  Hawk  states  that  this  rear  party  consisted  of  only  twenty  warriorp,  commanded  by  Ne-a- 
POPB  ;  but  no  reliance  tan  be  placed  in  his  statement  of  his  own  numbers,  for  he  says  he  had  only  fifty 
■warriors  altogether  in  the  battle  that  ensued,  the  rest  being  engaged  in  assisting  the  squaws  and  chil. 
dren  in  crossing  the  river — and  that  they  only  fought  at  all,  which  was  doubtless  true,  in  order  to  gain 
time  for  their  squaws,  children  and  old  persons  to  pass  the  riyer.  L.  C.  D. 
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here  remark,  that  Gen.  Smith's  historical  narrative  of  the  march 
after  we  left  the  Four  Lakes,  and  of  the  battle,  is  not  altogether 
correct.  The  General  sajs :  "The  advance  was  commanded  bj 
Col.  Wm.  L.  D.  Ewing,  but  Col.  Dodge's  command  becoming  dis- 
satisfied with  what  thej  considered  a  tardy  march,  broke  off  to 
the  right  and  left,  and  took  the  front;"  and,  furthermore:  "The 
position  of  Col.  Dodge  was  maintaiced  under  a  constant  fire  from 
the  Indians  for  fully  an  hour  before  the  line  of  battle  was  formed 
by  the  arrival  of  Gen,  Henet  with  the  rest  of  his  brigade."  !N'ow, 
.according  to  my  recollection,  and  which  I  am  confident  is  correct 
in  this  particular,  the  facts  are,  that  Col.  Dodge's  command 
marched  in  front  all  that  day^diB,  well  as  on  all  the  previous  days  of 
the  pursuit ;  that  Gen.  Henry's  entire  command  kept  close  in  our 
rea  r,  and  were  there  when  the  engagement  commenced,  and  were 
in  line  of  battle,  in  ten  minutes  at  most  after  the  first  firing.  But 
it  is  true,  that  Colonels  Dodge  and  Ewing's  commands  alone  re- 
ceived the  fire  of  the  first  charge  of  the  enemy. 

After  the  line'of  battle  was  now  fully  formed,  which  was  upon 
a  high  eminence,  and  in  open  ground,  considerable  firing  was 
kept  up  by  the  Indians,  who  had  taken  shelter  in  some  under- 
brush upon  the  brink  of  the  opposite  declivity,  by  which  seven 
of  our  brave  volunteers  were  wounded,  and  one  killed — two  of 
the  wounded  belonged  to  Capt.  Clark's  company,  and  the  others 
to  Colonels  Jones  and  Collins'  regiments ;  and  the  man  who  was 
killed,  was  named  Short,  and  belonged  to  Col.  Jones'  command. 

It  was  Col.  Jones  who  had  his  horse  shot  from  under  him,  and  not 

# 

Col.  Collins  as  stated  in  Gen.  Smith's  History.  Seeing  that  our 
men  were  suffering  more  in  this  firing  than  perhaps  the  enemy 
were,  though  we  were  not  idle,  I  stepped  to  Col.  Dodge,  and 
suggested  the  propriety  of  a  charge ;  and  he  immediately  suggest- 
ed it  to  Gen.  Henry,  when  the  charge  was  at  once  ordered.  Tfie 
«enemy  were  at  once  dislodged  from  their  hiding  place,  and  in 
their  flight,  twenty  more  of  them  were  slain  and  scalped,  making 
in  all  sixty  eight  of  the  enemy  killed  in  the  battle.  This  is  my 
recollection  of  the  matter,  and  which  is  corroborated,  I  believe, 
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by  Gen.  Atkinson's  report  to  the  War  Department*.  We  pursued 
thein  to  the  bottom  of  the  Wisconsin,  where^we  reached  the  tall 
grass,  which  was  wet,  it  having  rained  nearly  the  entire  afternoon 
of  that  day,  and  it  being  now  nearly  dark,  the  pursuit  was  con- 
tinued no  farther. 

We  returned  to  camp,  and  just  after  supper,  we  were  cheered 
by  the  arrival  of  Adjutant  Woodbridge  and  Adjutant  Merriman, 
who,  it  will  be  recollected,  had  been  sent  from  the  Rapids  of 
Eock  River,  as  an  express  to  Gen.  Atkinson,  on  Bark  River, 
With  them  came  Capt.  James  B.  Estes,  who  claims  to  have  been 
in  the  battle,  but  was,  according  to  my  recollection,  about  two 
hours  too  late.  Our  interpreter,  Mr.  Poquette,  and  our  Indian 
spies  who  had  accompanied  us  from  Fort  Winnebago,  left  us  im- 
mediately after  the  battle.  This  turned  out  to  have  been  an  un- 
fortunate event ;  for  that  same  night,  the  silence  of  our  camp  was 
broken  by  the  loud  shrill  voice  of  an  Indian  from  the  summit  of 
one  of  the  highest  peaks  in  that  vicinity,  haranguing,  as  we  sup- 
posed, his  warriors  preparatory  to  an  attack  upon  us. 

Although  we  were  well  posted,  and  surrounded  with  a  double 
guard,  yet  it  naturally  produced  some  excitement,  and  was  well 
calculated  to  test  the  coolness  and  material  of  our  oflBcers  and  men. 
We  then  thought  that  Blaci  Hawk's  entire  force  was  being 
brought  to  he^r  upon  us  in  a  night  attack — the  most  to  be  dreaded 
of  all  attacks,  especially  when  made  by  an  Indian  enemy.  Our 
material  proved  good ;  no  man  showed  the  white  feather,  and  our 
commanders,  in  concert  with  the  Indian  orator,  harangued  their 
men  in  the  most  stirring  manner.  Gen.  Henry,  in  particular, 
addressed  his  men  in  a  most  patriotic  strain,  reminding  them  of 

*  In  Gen,  Atkinson's  report  of  the  battle  of  Bad  Ax,  he  says  :  "  It  is  ascertained  from  our  prison, 
ers,  that  the  enemy  lost  in  the  battle  of  the  "Wisconsin,  sixty-eight  killed  and  a  very  large  number 
•wounded."  Capt.  Estes,  in  his  narrative  in  Gen.  Smith's  vrork,  states  the  Indian  loss  at  sixty-eight. 
Bbouchabd  states,  that  he  learn«d  after  the  war  from  some  ©f  the  Sauks,  that  Black  Hawk  lost  sixty- 
nine  in  the  battle,  and  that  thirteen  died  on  their  way  to  the  mouth  of  the  Bad  Ax.  Gen.  BraCKHW 
speaks,  not  of  his  own  knowledge,  but  of  those  who  had  better  opportunities  of  knowing,  that  the 
Indian  loss  was  between  forty  and  fifty  killed  on  the  field,  and  the  number  wounded  unknown,  as  they 
▼ere  carried  away.  Yet,  strange  to  say,  Black  HaWK,  in  his  narratire,  admita  the  loss  of  only  six 
killed  in  the  battle.  t  L,  C,  D. 
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the  discredit  already  broufght  upon  the  Sucker  arms  by  the  defeat 
of  Maj.  SriLLMAK^,  and  other  similar  disasters,  appealing  to  them 
in  the  name  of  their  Sucker  mothers,  to  vindicate  the  valor  of  the 
Suckers  and  the  Sucker  State.  In  fact,  it  was  often  remarked  af- 
terwards, that  he  made  a  great  Sucker  speech,  under  the  impulse 
of  which^  his  men,,  no  doubt,  would  have  well  vindicated,  as  they 
had  the  preceding  day,  the  valor  of  the  Sucker  arms.  ,  j 

;  It  was  afterwards  ascertained,  however,  that  the  Indian  Chi^ 
was  making  propositions  of  peace,  instead  of  urging  or  cheering 
on  his  warriors  to  battle,  which  no  doubtJWOuld)have  been  accept- 
ed, had  the  Winnebagoes  been  in  camp.  The  proposals  weye 
said  to  have 'been,  that  the.  Sauks  and  Foxes  would  surrender 
themselves  all  up,  at  discretion,  and  only  asked  protection  for  the 
Uv€S  of  their  w:omen  and  t^hildi^n.  3ut  hearing  no  i^sponse,  and 
supposing  the  "Winnebagoes  were  with  us,  they  .concluded  that 
their  proposals  were  not  acceptable,  and,  no  mercy  would  be  shown 
them;  and  consequently  every, eifort  was  then  made  to  remove  a§ 
last  as  possible  out  of  the  country, 

The  next  day  we  buried  our  sMn  companion.  Short,  and  made 
litters  for  the  conveyance  of  the  wounded.  Expresses  were  sent 
to  Gen.  Atkii^son,  and  to  Prairie- du  Chien,  after  having  marched 
in  th(9  morning  to  the  Wisconsit^^  apd  ascertained  that  the  India^^ 
during  the'  night  had  all  effected  a  crossing.  The  following  morn-' 
ing^  th^  whole  command  marched  for  the  'Blue  Mounds,  where 
we.  arrived  at  night;  after  one  of  the  most  fatiguing  dajs  that  w^is 
experienced  during  the  war. :  The  difficulty  of  conveying  ou^ 
■vsrounded  men  on  litters  fqi)  thirty  miles,  over  almost  impassable 
creeks, .  through  swamps,  over  hills,  and  through  thick  woods,  by 
a  winding  path,  was  attended  with  fatigue  and  difficulty  of  which 
no  one  can  well  conceive.  ^osj?/*;? 

Vjfljc^^^  an  amusing,  and  withal,  at  the  time,  ajc^ 

alarming  incident  of  the  day — one  which  I  can  never  forget.  Al- 
though John  McN air's  wound  was  a  flesh  one,  yet  it  wa^  so  ex- 
QTUciatingly  painfal,  that  it  was  only  with  the  greatest  diffieulty 
B^  jCQuld  be  C9nvejed  in  any  way.   Being  my  Orderly  Sergeantii^ 
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and  much  attached  to  me,  he  particularly  requested  me  to  stay 
with  him,  saying  the  boys  would  kill  him  almost,  if  I  were  not 
along.  Desirous  to  gratify  him,  I  placed  my  company  under 
command  of  my  lieutenant,  J^Iatthew  G.  Fncn,  and  remained 
cqn^tantly  with  him.  -  After  having  carried  him  in  my  arms 
tiirotigh  several  creeks,,  we  at  l^pgth  arrived  on  the  top  of  the 
East  Blue  Mound,  which  is  almost  a  mountain.  The  litter,  by  thi^ 
Jime,,  had  become  so  broken,  by  the  horses,  between  two  of  which 
it.icvas  swung,  haviog'  to  wind  and  twist  aloug  the  narrow  and 
d#viaus  path  by  which  we  ascended  the  Mound,  that  it  would  no 
longer  answer  to  carry  him.  Here  was  a  dilemma ;  the  litter  was 
l^rolfen  iip,  it  was  dark,  and  McNair  declaring  that  he  could  not 
ride  on  horseback ;  and  the  C9mpany  w-jas  far  in  advance,  with  all 
the  provisions  and  necessary  materials  for  camping.  How  we 
could  best  extricate  ourselves  from  the  difficulties  besetting  our 
situation,  ^^as  a  question  of  no  easy  solution,  and  yet  it  must  be 
^pne.  I  at  length  said,  "  Boys,  bring  the  horses  and  fragments  of 
the  litter  to  the  foot  of  the  Mound,  and  J  will  carry  Mack  down, 
and  then  we  will  mend  up  the  litter  so  that  it  will  carry  him  on 
to  the  encampment." 

^  I  ^ook  him  up  in' n^y:  arms,  although  he  weighed  about  one 
hundred  pounds,  and  after  going  down  the  Mound,  which  was 
qliite  steep,  , r  was  compelled  to- lay  him  down.  It  seems  that  I 
either  laid  him  on,  or  so  near,  a  large  yellow  rattle  snake,  as  very 
latich  to  disturb  his  snakeship^s  equilibrium,  and  he  set  up  such 
a  terrible  rattling  or  whizzing  as  to  frighten  me  much — the  boys 
all  fled  precipitately,  and  I  jumped  back  several  paces.  The  poor 
fellow  cried  out  in  the  most  supplicating  manner,  "  O,  Captain,  ior 
Grod's  sake,  don't  l,eave  me  h^re  to  bp  devoured  by  these  d — -d 
snakes !"— for,  by  this  time,  there  were  evidently  two  of  them  ; 
and  from  the  noise,  in  the  stillness  of  the  night,  and  in  the  midst 
of.  a  dense  forest,  there  seemed  to  be  legions  of  them  giving  their 
fci^rful  notes  of  warning.  Recovering  frona  my  momentary  frightj; 
and  feeling  the  necessity  of  instant  action,  I  "  pitched  in,"  as  poli- 
ticians say,  caught  the  poor  fellow  by  the  heels,  and  dragged  him 
46 
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unceremoniously  out  of  so  dangerous  a  proximity  to  a  ten  times 
more  frightful  enemy  than  Black  Hawk  and  all  his  warriors — 
and,  remarkable  to  relate,  the  poor  fellow  nerer  uttered  a  groan. 
After  the  panic  was  a  little  over,  I  broke  the  silence  by  asking — 
"  Mack,  don't  you  think  you  can  ride  on  horseback  now  f "  To 
which  he  instantly  replied:  "  O,  God!  yes — ride,  or  any  thing," 
And  thus,  in  due  time,  we  reached  the  camp  of  our  company. 

Having  partaken  of  some  refreshments,  I  was  relating  McN air's 
conduct  on  the  field  of  battle — bow,  when  1  directed  him,  after  it 
was  discovered  that  he  was  wounded,  to  fall  into  the  rear,  he  re- 
plied, ''O,  God  !  Captain,  I  must  have  another  shot;"  and  con- 
trasted this  with  his  adventure  with  the  rattle  snakes.  He  Tery 
meekly  replied,  "  Well,  Captain,  I  always  was  d — d  afraid  of 
snakes."  Poor  Mack,  he  never  fully  recovered  from  the  effects 
of  his  wound  ;  as  slight  as  it  seemed  to  be,  he  was  lame  for  life. 
He  was  an  honest  and  worthy  man,  and  was  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  was  nearly  four  years  since,  and  had  been  for  many 
years,  the  Treasurer  of  Iowa  county.  The  adventure  with  the 
rattlesnakes  was  always  considered  a  standing  joke  sufficiently 
good,  to  call  out  a  treat  from  Mack  at  any  time  when  related. 
This  incident  took  place  on  the  23d  day  of  July,  the  battle  haying 
been  fought  on  the  21  st.* 

The  next  morning  after  arriving  at  the  Mounds,  Col.  Dodge'i 
command  were  dismissed  to  their  respective  forts  for  a  new  sup- 
ply of  provisions,  and  Gen.  Henry's  troops  also  obtained  a  supply. 


•  We  find  in  the  Mineral  Point  Triiunt  of  October  21st,  1852,  the  following  notic*  of  Col.  MoNaik  : 
**  Died  in  this  Tillage  on  Thursday  morning,  the  14th  inst.,  of  apoplexy,  Col.  John  MoNair,  in  th« 
fifty-eighth  jear  of  hia  age.  He  was  a  native  of  Fayette  county,  Kentucky,  and  migrated  to  th»  Lead 
Mines  in  1827,  and  has  been  for  upwards  of  twenty-four  years,  a  citizen  of  Mineral  Point  and  its  vicin- 
ity. He  served  as  an  officer  of  the  17th  Regiment  of  U.  S.  Infantry,  in  the  war  of  1812,  also  as  a  volnn- 
teer  under  Gen.  Heney  Dodge  in  the  Black  Hawk  war  in  1832,  and  was  severely  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  the  WisconsiB,  for  which  he  drew  a  pension  from  the  Government.  At  the  lime  of  his  death,  he  wa« 
Treasurer  of  this  county,  and  was  nominated,  but  a  few  days  before  his  death,  for  re-election.  He  wag 
a  man  of  kind  and  humane  feelings,  ever  ready  to  search  out,  and  contribute  to  the  want«  of  the  poor. 
Always  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty,  both  public  and  private,  he  had  endeared  himself  to  all 
who  knew  him,  and  his  low  will  long  be  felt  and  mourned  by  a  large  portion  of  our  community." 
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Gen.  Atkinson,!  who  had  broken  up  his  encampment  on  Bark 
River,  soon  arrived  with  his  troops,  so  that  on  the  26th  of  the 
month  the  entire  army  rendezvoused  at  Helena,  on  the  Wisconsin, 
and  soon  crossed  the  river,  and  took  the  Indian  trail,  which  was 
down  the  valley,  and  was  rendered  quite  offensive  by  the  stench 
of  numerous  dead  bodies  of  the  enemy,  who  had  no  doubt  died 
in  consequence  of  their  wounds  received  in  the  battle  of  Wiscon- 
sin. On  the  2nd  of  August,  the  Indians  were  overtaken,  and  most 
disastrously  beaten.  Here,  as  at  the  battle  of  Wisconsin,  Col. 
Dodge's  command  occupied  the  front  rank,  the  engagement  hav- 
ing beeti  brought  on  by  Capt.  Dickson,  who  stiil  commanded  the 
spies,  and  who  was  wounded  in  the  conflict.  It  was  more  a  mas- 
sacre than  a  battle,  as  the  Indians  only  fought  as  they  were  com- 
pelled to ;  many  of  them  were  killed  as  they  were  crossing  the 
river,  women  and  children  as  well  as  men.  This  was  the  closing 
conflict  of  the  war.  Black  Hawk  was  soon  after  taken  prisoner, 
and  conducted  through  the  principal  cities  of  the  Union.  I  may 
add,  in  this  connection,  that  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  my 
wife,  I  changed  commands  with  Capt.  Hoaed  ;  and  what  I  relate 
of  the  movements  of  the  army  after  its  departure  from  Helena,  I 
have  derived  from  Capt.  Hoakd,  and  one  of  my  sons,  who  also 
served  on  the  expedition. 

Thus  ended  all  our  Indian  difficulties,  and  from  that  period  the 
progress  of  Wisconsin  has  been  rapid,  unexampled  and  as- 
tonishing ;  and  if  in  future  her  laws  shall  be  made  and  executed 
by  wise,  honest  and  discreet  men,  she  must  soon  attain  an  emi- 
nence of  great  distinction.  Having  migrated  here  at  an  early 
period,  and  having  been  actively  engaged  in  sanguinary  conflicts, 
and  in  repelling  savage  invasions,  for  the  safety  and  preserva- 
tion of  our  infant  settlements ;  and  having  moreover,  taken  some 
humble  part  in  the  early  councils  of  Wisconsin,  I  cannot  but  feel 


f  Gen.  Atkinsox  was  a  natiye  of  North  Carolina ;  he  entered  the  armj  in  1808,  and  served  with 
Vredit  during  the  war  of  1812,  and  during  the  Indian  troubles  in  Wisconsin,  as  we  have  seen  in  1827  and 
1882.  He  was  stationed  long  on  the  western  frontier,  and  the  Indians  called  him  the  Whitb  Bbavkr, 
Ho  died  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  near  St.  Louis,  June  20th,  1842,  aged  about  60  years.  L.  C.  D 
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^  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
State  of  my  adoption.  And  if  the  brief  and  imperfect  sketch  of 
my  pioneer  life,  together  with  my  recollections  of  the  Winne- 
bago and  Black  Hawk  Indian  wars,  shall  enable  the  future  his- 
torian to  glean  any  thing  worthy  of  being  perpetuated,  my  fult 
leet  desire  will  have  been  accomplished.  -.^^ 
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APPENDIX  Ho.  10.  , 
PEK  ATONIC  A  BATTLE  CONTROYEESY.^ 

BY  GEN.  CHARLES  BRACKEN  AND  MA  J.  PETER  PARKISON^  JR. 

Walnut  Grove,  Oct.  3, 1852. 
To  Gen.  Wm.  R.  Smith,  State  Historian  :  • 
Dear  Sir — In  accordance  with  my  promise,  I  herewith  trans- 
mit io  you  an  account  of  the  murder  of  SpAfford  and  othersj 
during  the  Black  Haw Jc  war,  together  with  the  details  of  the 
"  Battle  of  the  Pekatonica,"  fought  on  the  16th  day  of  June,  1832, 
at  the  Horse  Shoe  Bend,  on  that  stream,  and  on  Section  Eleven, 
"town  Two,  Range  Five  East,  in  this  County. 
Yery  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  BRACKEK 

BATTLE  OF  THE  PEKATOKICA. 

About  sundown,  on  the  14th  of  June,  1832,  a  horseman  with- 
out a  hat,  "  bloody  with  spurring,"  was  seen  approaching  Fort 
Defiance,  a  stockade  post  situated  on  section  twenty,  in  Town 
four  North,  Racge  three  East,  commanded  by  Capt.  Robert  0. 
Hoard.    The  rider  was  David  Gilbert.    He  communicated  the 


*  This  series  of  ralaable  papers  appeared  originally  in  the  Mineral  Point  Tribune,  in  the  latter  paft 
of  1852,  and  early  part  of  1853,  and  well  deserve  a  more  permanent  repository.  The  discrepanciea  of 
BQemory  between  the  writers  are  not,  after  all,  very  numeroos  or  of  much  importance  ;  while  their 
aereral  namtires  will  prove  of  lasting  interest  to  Wisconsin  history.  L.  C.  D. 
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melancholy  information  that,  on  that  day,  Spaffoed,  Spencse, 
Bennett  Million,  McIlwaine  and  an  Englishman  called  John 
Bull,  had  been  surprised  by  the  Indians  while  at  work  in  a  corn 
field  on  a  farm  owned  by  Spaffoed  and  Spenoee,  situated  on  the 
main  Pekatonica,  about  six  miles  south-east  of  Fort  Hamilton 
(now  Wiota,)  and  that  all  the  party  had  been  murdered,  except 
Million,  who  had  by  his  fleetness  on  foot  made  his  escape. 

Captain  Hoaed  at  once  dispatched  an  express,  communicating 
'the  information  to  Gen.  Dodge,  at  Dodgeville,  and  I,  being  sec- 
ond in  command,  was  ordered  to  repair  to  the  scene  ot  the  mur- 
der, with  eleven  men,  all  that  could  be  mounted  on  horseback. 
Arriving  at  Fort  Hamilton  late  at  night,  we  halted  at  that  post 
until  morning,  when  accompanied  by  Million  and  some  ottiers 
from  that  place,  making  a  party  of  about  twenty  men,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  Spaffoed's  field.  On  our  arrival  there,  the  first  object 
that  presented  itself  was  the  headless  body  of  Spaffoed,  who  had 
died  facing  his  foes  !  Cool  as  he  was  brave,  he  at  once  saw  from 
the  number  and  position  of  the  Indians,  that  flight  was  useless. 
Seizing  his  rifle,  he  calmly  awaited  their  approach,  and  his  uner- 
ring aim  sent  one  of  his  foes  to  eternity  before  him  ;  then,  like 
the  lion  at  bay,  he  died  covered  with  an  hundred  wounds. 

While  the  Indians  were  thus  partially  checked  by  Spaffoed, 
the  others  fled  under  cover  of  a  ravine,  which  appears  to  have 
been  an  ancient  bed  of  the  Pekatonica,  to  the  river.  On  reach- 
ing the  shore,  McIlwaine  and  John  Bull  attempted  to  escape 
across  it,  and  were  shot  in  the  water;  their  bodies  were  taken  out 
of  the  river  by  us;  they  had  been  scalped  and  most  horribly  mu- 
tilated. Million  stated  that  on  reaching  the  shore,  he  and  Spen- 
CEB  turned  down  the  river,  keeping  under  its  bank ;  that  they  had 
got  some  three  hundred  yards  before  they  were  perceived  by  the  In- 
dians, who  were  for  an  instant  engaged  in  despatching  McIlwaine 
and  John  Bull.  On  seeing  them,  the  Indians  raised  the  war- 
whoop,  and  commenced  the  pursuit ;  Spencee  continued  on  down 
the  river  bank,  and  Million  plunged  into  the  stream,  which  was 
about  fifty  yards  wide  at  that  point,  and  never  raised  his  head 
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above  water  nntil  he  struck  the  opposite  shore.  Young,  brave, 
cool  and  active,  and  flying  for  life,  it  would  appear  almost  incred- 
ible that,  with  his  breath  exhausted  by  diving  across  the  river, 
his  clothes  saturated  with  water,  that,  at  one  bound  he  should 
spring  from  the  slippery  shore  to  the  top  of  a  perpendicular  bank 
fully  twelve  feet  high  ;  yet  from  his  foot  prints,  it  was  evident 
that  he  did  so.  Gaining  the  bank,  unharmed  amidst  a  shower  of 
balls,  he  continued  his  flight,  pursued  by  the  Indiaos,  who,  after 
a  hot  chase  of  about  five  miles,  gave  up  the-  pursuit. 

It  appeared  that  Spencer  was  pursued  by  two  Indians,  one  of 
whom  was  mounted  on  the  horse  with  which  Spafford's  party 
had  been  ploughing  their  corn,  and  was  far  in  advance  of  the 
other ;  and  he  having  his  gun  which  he  had  snatched  up  in  the 
flight,  Spencer  turned  and  shot  the  mounted  Indian,  which  ena- 
bled him  to  escape  by  secreting  himself  in  a  thicket. 

On  the  day  of  the  battle  of  the  Pekatonica,  Spenoee  ventured 
to  approach  the  fort,  and  saw  from  a  distance  that  it  was  sur- 
rounded by  Indians.  They  were  friendly  Sioux  and  Menorao- 
nees,  who  had  joined  us  that  day  after  the  battle,  and  who  were 
yelling  and  pow-wowing  over  the  scalps  which  we  had  taken. 
Supposing  these  Indians  to  be  foes  who  had  captured  the  fort,  and 
murdered  all  within  it,  he  was  horror  struck,  and  fled  some  six  or 
seven  miles  to  a  house  where  he  found  some  provisions,  and  se- 
creted himself  under  a  hog-pen,  where  he  was  found  some  ten 
days  afterwards.  Within  a  year  he  became  deranged,  and  wan- 
dered off,  none  knew  whither. 

Having  performed  the  melancholy  duty  of  burying  the  dead, 
we  returned  to  Fort  Hamilton,  where  we  found  0  ptain  Gentry, 
and  Lieutenants  Bequette  and  Porter,  with  a  few  men.  At  a 
council  held  that  evening,  it  was  agreed  that  if  Gen.  Dodge  did 
not  arrive  at  the  fort  by  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  offi- 
cers and  men  that  were  present  would  take  the  trail  and  pursue 
the  Indians. 

;i  On  receiving  the  express  at  Dodgeville,  Gen.  Dodge  accom- 
panied by  Thomas  J^hkins  and  John  Mi-SSEESMiiH,  jr.,  started  for 


Fort  Hamilton  by  fli^  V^y  6f  >the  Blud  Mounds',  wlieref  a  cbmpaiijp 
of  men  were  stationed,  whose  hbl*ses  were  fresh  and  fit  for  servicisf^ 
Leaving  orders  for  them  tb  follow,  he  continued  on  his  route 
the  way  of  Fketwell's  Diggings';  having  out-ridden  Jenkins  md 
Messersmiih,  he  was 'approaching^  the  fort  alone  just  aftfei*  sun- 
rise. On  arriving  at  IIamtlIton's  farm,  about,  one  mile  from  the' 
fort,  he  left  the  wagon  road  and  turned  into  a  pathway,  whict 
shortened  the  dist^jnce.  On  regaining  the  r6ad,  he  tn6t  Appl^;/ 
a  German,  who  proposed  to  accbnipany  u6  on  otir  sc^ 
going  to  his  cabin  near  by,  to  procure!  a  blanket  for  the  expedi- 
tion ;  after  making  a  few  inquiries  of  him,  the  General  continued 
on  to  the  fort.  Apple  had  not  proceeded  more  than  one  hundred' 
yards  from'  where  he  met  Geti.  I)ODG%wiien.  he  fdll  into'  aii'  aiai^ 
buscade  and  was  literally  shot  to  pieces!  It  afterwards  appeared) 
that  the  Indians  had  first  ambushed  the  pathway,  but  seeing  onr 
men  on  the  prairie,  south  of  the  road,  looking  for  their  hoi'sfes. 
and  that  the  travelling  wa^  on  the  wagon  road,  they  removeid  to 
it.  Had  the  General  arrived  half  ^n  hour  earlier  i)y  t lie  path- 
way, or  kept  round  by  the  wagon  road,  he  must*  have  been  the 
victim  of  the  ambuscade  instead  of  Apple.  '  .  -I 

Almost  simultaneously  with  1;he  General,  the  horse  of  Apple' 
reached  the  Fort  with  the  saddle  bloody,  and  a  bullet  hole  through 
his  ear.  Ail  were  ready!  the  order  was  given  to  mount,  and  in 
less  than  ten  minutes  we  were  formed  in  a  line  near  the  dead  body 
of  the  murdered  man. 

The  Indians,  in  their  retreat,  appeared  to  disperse  in  every  direc- 
tion through  a  thicket  which  lay  north  of  the  road,  and  whi<jh 
was  composed  of  a  thick  growth  of  vines  and  bushes,  principally 
pTickly  ash.  Through  this  we  advanced  in  line, '  until  a  very  in- 
telligent dog,  owned  by  R.  H.  Kirkpateick,  struck  the  trail  on 
the  extreme  left.  We  then  advanced  in  single  file,  following  the 
trail,  the  lefc  in  front,  until  we  reached  the  open  timber.  Here 
the  trail  was  well  defined,  and  the  pursuit  was  then  pell-mell,  the 
General  taking  the  lead.  The  trail  struck  the  prairie  on  a  branch 
running  east  from  William  BuRRrrT's,  and  continued  down  it, 


crossing  and  re-crossing  it  two  or  three  times.  On  oiir  advancing 
into  the  thicket,  I  was  the  extreme  ri^ht  hand  man  of  the  party'. 
As  the  left  discovered  the  trail  and  advanced  along  it,  I  was 
thereby  thrown  in  the  rear.  On  emerging  from  the  thicket  into 
'the  open  woods,  being  well  mounted  on  a  fleet  and  sure-footed 
horse,  I  gave  him  the  spur  freely  until  I  came  in  sight  of  the  In- 
dians with  the  General  close  in  th^ir  rear,  and  not  more  than  five 
men  with  him.  At  the  same  tinie  1  overtook  a  youth  aged  about 
^eighteen,  named  Samuel  Black,  who  lived  in  my  family.  He  said 
that  his  mare,  a  fine  active  animal  bad  fallen  with  him  on  the 
smooth  prairie,  and  that  it  was  a  sign  he  would  be  killed  in  the 
coming  battle.  I  suggested  as  the  cause  that  she  had  stepped  iu» 
to  a  badger  hole.  He  said  she  had  not,  for  he  had  examined  the 
ground.  I  then  advised  him  to  go  back,  as  there  were  enough  of 
us  to  whip  the  Indians  without  him;  he  said,  "I  will  die  first !" 
The  omen  proved  too  true.  He  fell,  mortally  wounded,  at  the 
first  fire  we  received  on  entering  the  thicket.  I  make  this  digres- 
sion, that  you  may  pay  a  just  tribute  to  the  memory  of  .one  of 
the  bravest  youths  that  ever  fell  in  battle.  y^<.f 
The  Indians  re-crossed  the  branch  at  a  point  where  it  turned 
abruptly  to  the  north,  and  ascended  the  hill.  Tha  General  and 
those  with  him  crossed  after  them,  and  bore  to  the  right  towards 
gome  timber,  as  if  to  cut  them  off  from  it.  Seeing  this  movement 
I  halted,  and  was  at  the  same  time  joined  by  Fitch,  Higginboth- 
AM  and  Devee;  I  said  to  them,  that  movement  of  the  General 
will  turn  the  Indians  to  the  left ;  if  you  will  follow  me,  we  will 
get  the  first  scalp.  They  agreed  to  do  so.  Turning  up  a  hollow 
to  the  left,  we  ascended  it  to  the  ridge  overlooking  the  east  Pek- 
atonica;  turning  then  to  the  right  and  looking  down  a  hollow  par- 
allel to  that  which  we  had  ascended,  my  surmise  proved  to  be 
correct.  They  were  moving  at  what  might  be  called  common 
time,  their  chief,*  a  grey>headed  warrior,  was  walking  backward, 
and  appeared  to  be  earnestly  addressing  his  young  men.  Aft^r 
observing  them  for  a  few  moments,  we  fired,  but  I  think  withbul 
effect.  My  comrades,  after  discharging  their  guns,  '  retreated 
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down  the  hollow  we  had  ascended,  and  I  turned  westwardly  up 
the  ridge  overlooking  the  east  Fekatonica,keeping  out  of  gunshot, 
but  watchirtg  the  enemy  closely.  They  descended  the  hill  to  the 
creek,  turned  up  it  a  short  distance,  and  commenced  crossing 
at  some  willows,  a  short  distance  below  where  the  bridge  now 
stands. 

At  this  moment  I  advanced  within  gunshot.  With  the  report 
of  my  gun,  I  sent  forth  a  shout  that  told  the  General,  and  my  coai- 
rades  yet  in  the  rear,  that  I  had  secured  the  first  scalp ;  at  the 
same  time  I  received  the  fire  of  the  ladians  without  injnry. 

The  General  and  the  principal  part  of  ©ur  men  having  come  up 
by  the  time  the  Indians  had  fairly  crossed  the  creek,  a  running 
fight  took  place;  the  enemy  being  on  one  side  of  tke  creek,  and 
;W0  on  the  other,  until  they  reached  the  thicket  in  the  bend  of  the 
creek.  Having  effected  a  crossing  at  the  Old  Indian  Ford,  which 
is  near  Williams'  Mill,  and  marching  thenco  up  the  stream,  we 
formed  on  the  open  ground  to  the  north  east  of  the  thicket,  so  as 
to  hem  the  enemy  in  the  bend  of  the  creek.  Parties  were  then, 
by  order  of  the  General,  thrown  out  on  the  hills  to  give  the  alarm, 
if  the  Indians  should  attempt  to  escape  from  the  thicket,  whea. 
we  entered  it.  The  men  were  then  told  ©ff  ia  sections  of  seven, 
number /bw  remaining  on  horse  back  and  holding  the  horses  of 
the  rest  of  the  section,  whose  bridles  were  linked  together.  When 
dismounted  and  formed  in  front  of  the  horses,  our  numbers  were 
twenty-one  men,  including  the  General.  They  were  Gen.  Henet 
Dodge,  commanding;  Lieutenants  Charles  Bracken,  Paschal 
BEQUETTEand  —  Porter;  Surgeon  Allen  Hill;  Privates,  Peter 
ii^ASEjsoN,  Domikick:  McGraw,  Samuel  Black,  Thomas  H.  Price, 
Lbvin  Leach,  P.  H.  Kirkpatrick,  Asa  Duncan,  William  Carns, 
JosN  Hood,  Thomas  Jenkins,  John  Messersmith,  Jr.,  Samuel 
Patrick,  Morris,  Wells,  Eankin  and  Yan  Waggoner. 

We  were  then  ordered  to  renew  our  flints,  reprime  our  guns, 
unbutton  our  shirt  collars,  and  tighten  our  belts.  All  being  ready, 
the  General  then  addressed  us:  He  said,  "Within  that  thicket 
are  the  foe,  whose  hands  are  yet  reeking  wjtib  the  blood  of  our 
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mnrdered  friend !  That  it  was  his  intention  to  enter  it;  in  doing 
BO,  some  of  us  rnnst  fall ;  that  it  might  be  his  own  fate ;  but  that 
his  mind  was  made  up  to  whip  the  enemy  or  die  in  the  attempt.. 
If  any  feared  to  follow  him,  he  wanted  them  to  fall  back  then, 
and  not  when  they  encountered  the  Indians."  The  word  was  then 
giyen  to  adrance,  and  in  that  little  band,  none  were  found  who 
did  not  fear  dishonor  more  than  death  !  ^^one  faltered  or  warej*- 
ed,  as  with  a  coolness  becoming  veterans  they  followed  the  foot- 
steps of  their  gallfint  leader,  resolyed  with  him  to  conquer  or 
die. 

^  '  After  advancing  some  distance  into  the  thicket  the  trail  of  the 
enemy  was  found.  Here  the  detachment  was  joined  by  Dantel 
M.  Parkisoi?-,  who  was  on  horseback.  The  centre  was  ordered  to 
keep  on  the  trail.  We  then  continued  our  advance  slowly  but 
firmly  towards  our  hidden  foe.  The  Indians  had  selected  a  most 
advantageous  position  for  defence,  had  we  fought  them  at  long 
shot.  It  was  the  bank  of  a  pond,  once  the  bed  of  the  creek.— 
On  the  edge  of  the  bank  was  a  natural  breast  work  nearly  three 
feet  high,  formed  by  one  of  those  tumuli  so  numerous  on  otnr 
prairies ;  binder  this  they  awaited  our  approach. 

When  they  fired  on  us,  our  position  represented  two  sides  of  a 
triangle,  they  forming  the  base  and  we  the  hypothenuse  ;  although 
we  were  close  upon  them,  so  dense  was  the  thicket  that  we  could 
not  see  the  smoLe  of  their  guns.  The  General,  who  was  on  the 
right  of  the  centre,  and  in  front  of  the  line,  exclaimed,  "  Where 
are  the  Indians  ?"  He  was  answered  from  the  left,  "  This  way !" 
The  order  was  given,  "  Charge  'ew,  })oys^  d — n  them^  charge 
^emP"^  My  position  was  on  the  extreme  right;  in  the  charge  we 
obliqued  considerably  to  the  left ;  when  I  got  to  the  pond,  I  found 
no  enemy  before  me,  and  at  the  same  moment  I  heard  the  Gene- 
ral, who  was  a  little  to  my  left,  say,  "  There's  an  Indian,  kiB 
him!"  I  turned  toward  him,  and  heard  a  shot;  as  I  came  up, 
he  said,  "There,  by  G—d !  I've  killed  him  myself!"  This  was 
the  Indian  commander. 
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Passing  on  to  the  left,  I  mounted  the  natural  embankment,  and 
found  mjself  in  the  midst  of  the  Indians|  afte^r  discharging  my 
gun,  I  turned  the  breech,  and  struck  at  a  warrior  I  saw  lying 
under  the  bank  before  me ;  but  seeing  another  very  industriously 
snapping  at  me,  I  fell  back  and  re-loaded.  As  soon  as  my  gun 
was  charged,  I  advanced  with  the  brave;  btit.  unfortunate  Wjblls 
on  nay  left,  and  Wm.  Oabns,  of  Dodgeville,  on  my  right.  On 
coming  up,  hand-to-hand  with  the  Indians,  Wells  fell,  mortally 
wounded.,,  Carns  first  shot,  and  then  bayoneted  the  warrior  that 
gave  Wells  his  death  wound,  and  I  put  another  in  a  condition  to 
lose  his  scalp.  At  the  same,  tinae,  the  only  surviving  Indian  at- 
tempted to  save  himself  by  flight.  He  plunged  into  the  pond, 
and  was  shot  as  he  got  out  of  the  water  on  the  opposite  side. 

Thus  ended  the  battle  ;  the  enemy  were  completely  extermina- 
ted! Not  one  was  left  to  tell  Black  Hawk  and  his  warriors, 
how  "  Old  Hairy  Face^''  (the  Indian  name  for  Gen.  Dodoe)  and 
his  warriors  lought.  Our  trophies  were  seventeen  scalps.  Our 
loss  was  three  men, — Black,  Wells  and  Morris,  mortally,  and 
Thomas  Jenkins,  severely  wounded 

The  annals  of  border  warfare  furnish  no  parallel  to  this  battle. 
Never  before  was  an  entire  war  party  exterminated  with  so  small 
a  loss  on  the  part  of  the  whites,  when  the  numbers  engaged  were 
so  nearly  equal.  Although  on  our  advance  into  the  thicket,  we 
outnumbered  the  Indians  some  five  men,  yet,  the  advantage  of 
their  position,  and  ours  having  to  receive  thejr  fire,  equalized  our 
numbers.  - 

None  of  us,  from  the  General  do-^n,  had  ever  heard  a  hostile 
gun,  or  burned  powder  at  a  foe.  The  men  had  been  promiscuously 
assembled,  and  were  untrained  soldiers.  They,  however,  proved 
by  their  gallant  conduct,  that  American  volunteers,  when  indi- 
vidually brave,  will  collectively  follow  to  their  death,  a  brave  and 
determined  leader,  in  whom  they  have  confidence. 

There  were  individual  acts  of  devotion  and  desperate  bravery 
performed,  which  ought  to  have  immortalized  the  actors.  Our 


surgeon,  Doctor  Allen  Hill,  fell  into  the  line,  and  did  dnty  as  a 
private  soldier.  When  the  sections  were  told  off,  hia  lot  fell 
number  ybwr,  a  horse  holder.  J^Tumber  five,  in  the  same  section? 
was  a  sickly  looking  jp^|th>  nam^d  Townsend,  about  seventeen' 
years  of  age.  The  Doctor  exchanged  places  with  him,  remarking 
that  he  thought  himself  better  able  tj?^  p^erforcci^^^pld^^  duty  ij^ 
the  coming  fight,  than  he  was.  .  ,  -  . ,  . 

In  the  charge,  Levin  Leach  encountered  a  warrior  armed  with 
a  spear ;  parrying  the  thrusts  of  the  Indian  with  his  bayonet,  he 
dropped  his  gun,  sprang  upon  him,  wrenched  his  spear  from  hipi^ 
and  with  it,  ran  him  through  the  body.  , 

The  death  of  the  brave  but  unfortunate  Wells,  would  have 
been  a  theme  for  the  song  of  the  minstrel,  had  it  occurred  in  the 
days  of  chivalry.  Like  hundreds  of  other,  young  and  ardent 
spirits  in  that  day,  he  came  to  the  Lead  Mines  in  pursuit  of  for- 
tune. When  the  war  broke  out,  he  was  among  the  first  to  take 
ap  arms,  and  fell,  as  I  have  stated,  bravely  advancing  on  the 
•nemy.  While  lying  on  the  battle  ground,  with  his  head  on  the^ 
lap  of  a  comrade,  who  was  assuaging  the  burning  thirst  caused 
by  his  wound,  the  surgeon  examined  it,  and  told  him  he  ^nu^| 
d.:c !  On  heariiig  this,  he  expressed  a  wish  to  see  the  General* 
"j^n  his  coming  to  him,  Wells  said,  "General,  have  I  behaved 
like  a  soldier?"  The  reply  was,  "Yes,  Wells,  like  a  brave  one 
Looking  up  to  his  commander,  he  said,  "Send  that  word  to  my 
old  father."  He  farther  told  that  comrade,  that  he  was  engaged 
to  be  married  to  a  young  lady  in  Pike  county,  Illinois.  He  gave 
her  aame,  and  requested  that  she  might  be  informed  of  the  place 
and  manner  of  his  death,  and  that  he  died  with  his  last  thoughts 
upon  her. 


JfOTB.— After  a  lapse  of  twentj  years,  tha  writer  of  the  foregoihg  »»y  have  made  some  errors,  paj^ 
ticularly  by  omitting  the  names  of  those  who  were  in  the  battle,  and  inserting  the  names  of  those  who 
aeted  as  horse  holders,  or  watched  the  thicket  from  a  distance.  As  the  narrative  is  intended,  for  th« 
State  Historian,  and  will  make  a  part  of  th«  early  History  of  Wisconsin,  he  requests  any  of  his  Bur?i- 
Ting  comrades  who  w«r«  in  the  action,  to  «orrect  any  errors  he  may  have  mad«. 
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Fayette,  Nov.  29,  1852. 

Editorb  of  Wisconsin  Tribune  : 

My  attention  having  lately  been  called  to  an  account  of  the 
battle  of  the  Peketonica,  written  by  Charles  Bracken,  and  pub- 
Kshed  in  your  paper,  in  which  I  think  there  are  some  material 
mistakes,  and  having  been  requested  by  a  number  of  persons  to 
write  my  recollection  of  that  affair,  and  point  out  wherein  I  think 
Mr.  Bracken's  recollection  does  not  serve  him  correctly  ;  I  have 
thought  proper,  in  justice  to  the  dead  as  well  as  the  living,  and 
also  in  justice  to  the  correctness  of  history,  for  which  that  account 
was  intended,  to  comply  with  the  request  which  has  been  made. 
In  doing  so,  I  do  not  wish  to  detract  in  the  slightest  degree  from 
the  merit  of  any  one  who  acted  in  that  affair. 

I  was  quite  young  at  the  time,  and  it  being  the  firgt  engage- 
ment that  I  was  ever  in,  every  incident  was  almost  indelibly  fixed 
npon  my  mind.  Mr,  Bracken's  relation  of  the  affair  at  Spafford's 
is  correct,  as  I  recollect  it,  until  he  says,  "  I  being  second  in  com- 
mand, was  ordered  to  the  scene  of  the  murder  with  eleven  men." 
Mr.  Bkacken  might  have  been  ordered  to  the  scene  of  the  murder, 
but  he  certainly  did  not  go  in  command  of  the  detachment,  nor 
in  company  with  them,  until  within  about  four  miles  this  side  of 
Fort  Hamilton,  (now  Wiota)  where  he  and  Yan  Waggoner*  were 
overtaken  by  the  detachment.  They  (BRACKEN^nd  Yan  Waggoner) 
having  left  Fort  Defiance  in  advance  of  the  detachment.  Bracken 
appearing  to  be  displeased  at  some  of  the  movements,  mounted 
his  horse  and  said,  "It  is  time  we  were  off;  all  that  are  going 
with  me,  come  on ;"  upon  which  Yan  Waggoner  joined  him  and 
they  started  off.  In  about  half  an  hour  the  detachment  were 
mounted  and  ready  to  march ;  upon  which  E.  H.  Kirkpatriok 
was  chosen  the  commander  for  the  occasion.  The  detachment 
then  proceeded  to  Fort  Hamilton,  and  arrived  there  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  night.    Kext  morning,  just  as  the  detachment  was  ready 


•Col.  D.  M.  Parkisojt  giveg  the  name  of  Benjamin  Lawhead,  inatead  of  Van  Waoookbk,  aa  the 
fcrsoa  who  ac«oi£ipaDied  Lieut.  BbaOKEit  on  this  occagion,— see,  anU,  p.  344.  L.  C.  D. 
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to  proceed,  some  difficulty  occurred  about  the  command  of  J:he 
detachment;  Mr.  Bkacken  claiming  the  command  by  yirtue  of 
his  Second  Lieutenantship  at  Fort  Defiance,  which  was  objected 
to  by  D.  M.  Parktson,  (which  was  the  commencement  of  the 
memorable  difficulty  between  these  gentlemen — Bracken  and 
Parkison.)  Maj.  Kirkpatriok  then  declined  taking  further  com» 
mand  of  the  detachment,  unless  he  was  re-chosen,  upon  which  an 
election  was  gone  into,  and  Maj.  Kirkpatriok  (as  he  was  com- 
monly called)  was  unanimously  elected.  The  company  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  farm,  and  found  the  murdered  men,  as  described  by 
Lieutenant  Bracken,  with  the  exception  of  the  headless  body  of 
Spafford,  which  had  no  wounds  upon  it  as  I  recollect.  The  po- 
sition of  the  body,  when  found,  indicated  that  he  had  been  run- 
ning, as  the  rest  of  his  comrades,  when  he  was  shot.  Whether 
he  killed  an  Indian  before  he  himself  was  shot,  I  think  no  one 
can  tell.  Million  crossed  the  river  at  the  same  place  and  the 
same  time  that  McIlwain  and  John  bAl  crossed  it,  and  was  im- 
mediately pursued  by  the  Indians  in  hot  chase — one  of  them  on 
horse-back,  and  so  closely  was  he  pursued  by  the  Indian  on  horse- 
back,* that  he.  Million,  was  often  compelled  to  swim  the  river  to 
escape  him.  He  swam  the  river  five  times  during  the  chase,  and 
was  pursued  to  within  five  mile  i  of  the  fort,  which  he  reached 
in  a  full  lope  (using  a  western  phrase)  and  in  safety,  after  having 
beea  pursued  by  five  Indians  for  ten  miles,  and  having  run  fif- 
teen miles  without  ever  breaking  the  lope,  as  he  said.  ^ 

Spenobr  could  not  swim,  consequently  took  down  the  river  un- 
der its  bank,  till  coming  to  the  mouth  of  a  branch,  where  he  re- 
mained until  an  Indian  (mounted  on  the  horse  with  which  they 
had  been  plowing)  came  upon  him.  He  shot  the  Indian  off  the 
horse  and  made  his  escape  across  the  river  bottom  into  the  woods, 
iu  the  direction  of  the  fort.-  The  remainder  of  the  history  of 
this  man,  I  believe,  is  correctly  given  by  Lieutenant  Bracken, 


•None  of  the  Ind  ans  who  pursued  Million  were  on  horseback,  aaVili  be  seen  bj  Million's  state- 
ment, "which  will  appear  a  few  pages  onward.  L,  C.  D. 
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except  that  he  told  upon  being  found,  that  he  had  killed  another 
Incfian  during  his  rambles  in  the  woods. 

The  allusion  that  Lieutenant  Bracken  makes  to  the  young  man 
named  Black,  is  correct ;  so  far,  at  least,  as  his  having  a  pre- 
sentiment that  he  should  be  killed  in  the  first  engagement.  He 
and  I  were  about  the  same  age,  (he  being  one  year  older,)  were 
friends  and  mess-mates.  He  communicated  his  forebodings  of 
death  to  me  the  night  we  marched  from  Fort  Defiance  to  Fort 
Hamilton — he  and  I  having  been  made  the  advance  guard  to  the 
detachment.  I  have  no  recollection  of  the  falling  of  his  mare. 
I  presunae,  however,  it  was  so.    It  was  a  horse,  however,  he  rode. 

The  history  of  the  matter,  I  believe,  is  very  correctly  given  by 
Lieutenant  Bracken,  from  the  killing  of  Apple  up  to  the  point 
where  he  advanced  within  gun  shot,  and  says,  "  with  the  report 
of  my  gun,  I  sent  forth  a  shout  that  told  the  General  and  my 
comrades,  yet  in  the  rear,  that  I  had  procured  the  first  scalp." 
Here,  I  think,  Lieutenant^'BRACKEN's  memory  is  greatly  at  fault, 
I  was  near  the  Lieutenant  when  he  shot,  and  so  was  General 
Dodge  and  some  eight  or  ten  others,  and  the  Indians  were  cer- 
tainly from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  yards  distant. 
They  fired  back,  it  is  true,  but  withomt  effect,  and  if  any  scalp 
was  taken,  or  even  an  Indian  touched  with  a  ball,  I  have  no  re- 
collection of  the  fact.  '  Tis  true,  they  sometimes  fell  at  the  fire 
of  the  guns,  but  got  up  and  went  off,  jumping  and  hopping  in  a 
taunting  way. 

^'t  this  point,  while  a  short  consultation  was  taking  place,  as  to 
the  best  point  of  crossing,  Capt.  Gentry  and  D.  M.  Parkison 
Bwam  the  river  on  their  horses,  just  in  the  rear  of  the  Indians, 
and  took  a  position  upon  a  high  eminence  upon  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  so  as  to  overlook  the  grove  the  Indians  were  making 
for.  We  were  again  joined  by  Parkison  at  the  time  Lieutenant 
Bracken  speaks  of.  Capt.  Gentry,  in  attempting  to  reach  us  at 
another  point,  mired  his  horse  down  in  a  swamp,  got  his  gun  wet, 
and  was  unable  to  rejoin  us. 

The  next  point  at  which  I  think  Lieut.  Bracken's  memory  is  at 
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fault,  is  where  the  General  is  addressing  his  men,  in  which  he  is 
made  to  say  among  other  things,  "  Unbutton  your  shirt  collars, 
tighten  your  belts,  &c."  I  have  no  recollection  of  a^y  such  orders, 
and  from  Gen.  Dodge's  usual  coolness  and  discretion  upon  such 
occasions,  I  should  think  he  would  hardly  give  iuch  orders.  Again, 
I  think  his  memory  is  at  fault,  when  he  quotes  the  General  as  say- 
ing, "  Charge  'em,  beys — damn  them^  charge  'eiat,"  and  "  There, 
by  G — d,  I  killed  him  myself,"  &c.  At  another  point  I  think  his 
memory  is  more  at  fault  than  usual.  That  is  upon  the  charge, 
where  he  would  make  it  appear  (if  I  read  corr^tly)  that  he  "  ad- 
vanced into  the  midst 'of  the  Indians,  dischar^R  his  gun,  turned 
the  breech,  and  struck  at  a  warrior  he  saw  lying  under  the  bank 
before  him,  but  seeing  another  very  industriously  snapping  at  him, 
he  then  fell  back,  re  loaded  and  advanced  side  by  side  with  the 
gallant  Wells  evidently  conveying  the  idea  that  he  had  done 
all  this  before  the  gallant  Wells  had  got  up  at  all.  Now,  all  who 
were  there  well  know  that  the  gallant  Wells  was  among  the  first 
upon  the  bank,  and  Was  shot  instantly  upon  his  charge  upon  the 
bank.  The  charge  was  simultaneous,  by  every  member  of  the 
detachment,  and  there  could  not  have  been  more  than  a  few 
seconds  difierence  between  any  of  the  men's  arriving  upon  the 
bank.  All  behaved  well ;  in  fact  bravely — Lieut.  Brakcen  with 
the  rest — but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  he  behaved  any  better  than 
any  one  else ;  in  fact,  I  am  certain  there  was  no  room  for  invidious 
distinction. 

I  write  this  with  no  unkind  or  unpleasant  feelings  towards  Lieut. 
Bracken  ;  but  simply  that  justice  may  be  done,  history  be  correct, 
and  that  Lieut.  Bracken's  request  (contained  in  a  note  appended 
to  his  account  of  the  affair,)  together  with  the  request  of  a  num- 
ber of  other  persons,  may  be  complied  with. 

The  Indian  that  was  shot  in  attempting  to  make  his  escape  across 
the  pond,  as  spoken  of  by  Lieut.  Bracken,  was  shot  by  W.  W. 
WooDBRiDGE,  the  Adjutaut  of  Gen.  Dodge's  squad,  with  a  pistol. 
I  was  standing  near  him  at  the  time.  The  number  of  scalps  taken 
48 
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upon  that  occasion,  according  to  my  memory  was  fourteen,  instead 
of  seventeen,  as  Mr.  Bracken  has  it.     ^odto  •^notti 

Upon  looking  over  the  list  of  names  which  Mr.  Beaoken  has,  I 
do  not  see  that  o,f  W^,  W ,  Woodbeidgb.  This  is  an  omission.  It 
should  be  there.  ,  ^.-r  5  -  7 

The  remainder  of  the  narrative,  I  believe,  is  correct. 

PETER  PARKISON,  Jr*-m 


To  Gen.  W.  R.  Smith,  State  Historian : 

In  a  late  numb^ of  the  Wisconsin  Tribune^  there  was  a  com- 
munication of  Mr.  Petee  Parkison,  of  Fayette,  on  the  subject  of 
the  '  Battle  of  the  Pekatonica.'  I  saw  nothing  in  his  statement 
calculated  to  change  the  general  result  of  an  action  so  honorable 
to  all  engaged  in  it,  but  I  see  that  Mn  Parkison  has  (unwillingly 
perhaps)  misrepresented  me,  and  some  of  my  action,  on  that  oc- 
casion. 

The  officers  composing  the  command  at  Fort  Defiance  at  that 
time,  were  Robert  C.  Hoard,  Captain ;  Charles  Bracken,  first 
Lieutenant;  Daniel  M.  Parkison,  second  Lieutenant,  and^  Wm. 
Burnett,  Ensign. 

Although  in  my  account  of  the  battle  and  events  which  led  to 
it,  I  state  that  I  was  second  in  command  at  that  fort,  yet  Mr. 
Parkison  (in  the  face  of  record  and  living  testimony  which  could 
be  produced  to  sustain  my  assertion)  depending  on  his  own  vivid 
recollection,  reduces  me  to  the  rank  of  second  Lieutenant,  m  vir- 
tue of  which  he  states,  I  claimed  a  command  to  which  I  was  not 
entitled.— His  memory  here  certainly  failed  him,  for  the  saddle 
was  on  the  other  horse !  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  if  Mr. 
Parkison,  belonging  to  the  same  company  with  me,  and  associa- 
ting together  in  the  same  stockade  for  some  weeks,  could  not  re- 
collect my  rank,  that  his  memory  cannot  be  relied  on  as  to  other 
facts  wherein  he  differs  from  me. 

Shortly  after  the  Black  HawTc  wa/r^  when  all  the  survivors  of 
the  battle  were  living,  I  published,  in  a  Galena  paper,  an  account 
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of  the  battle,  which  was  uncontradicted.  My  late  publication 
addressed  to  you  through  the  Wisconsin  Tribune,  corresponded 
nearly  word  for  word  with  my  former  publication.  The  late 
Mr.  MatthkwG.  Fitoh,  some  ten  or  twelve  years  since,  also  pub- 
lished an  account  of  the  same  battle  in  the  Mineral  Point  paper, 
in  which  he  diflfers  in  no  essential  particulars  from  me.  On  data 
such  as  this,  I  think  there  is  more  reliance  to  be  placed  for  the 
truth  of  history,  than  on  the  memory  of  Mr.  Pakkison,  which  is 
clearly  at  fault  in  the  yery  first  fact  he  states,  and  much  more  so 
in  others. 

CHARLES  BRACKEN. 

Walnut  Grove,  Dec.  30,  1852. 

if^.   

''''  Fayette,  Feb.  5th,  1853. 

To  Gen.  W.  R.  Smith,  State  Historian:  .,^^5^,1 

Sir — I  regret  exceedingly  that  you  should  be  annoyed  with  so 
many  communications  upon  the  subject  of  tne  battle  of  the  Pek- 
atonica,  and  particularly  when  those  communications  disagree  so 
much  as  mine  and  those  of  Lieutenant  Charles  Bkacken.  Mr. 
Bbaoken  in  his  last  communication,  seems  to  have  departed  en- 
tirely from  his  request,  contained  in  a  note  appended  to  hio  ac- 
Qonnt  of  the  battle  of  the  Pekatonica,  in  which  he  requests  any 
of  the  survivors  to  correct  any  mistakes  which  he  may  have  made; 
admitting  that,  after  a  lapse  of  twenty  years,  he  miglit  have  made 
some.  Bat  when  those  mistakes  are  pointed  out,  and  corrected, 
he  claims,  not  only  to  possess  a  superiority  of  memory  over  me, 
but  also  that  his  account  was  written  from  data  that  could,  or 
ghould  be  relied  upon,  more  than  my  memory, 
r  -How,  had  Mr.  Braoken  claimed  in  the  start,  to  have  written 
hiS]  account  of  that  affair  from  such  data  as  he  refers  to  in  his  last 
communication,  perhaps  I  should  not  have  presumed  to  set  up  my- 
memory  in  opposition  thereto.  But,  as  Mr.  Bracken  made  no 
such  claim,  and  evidently  carried  the  idea  that  he  had  written 
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entirely  from  memory,  I  supposed  I  was  doing  him  a  kindness  in 
oompljiDg  with  his  request — in  which  it  seems  I  was  mistaken, 
judging  from  the  tone  of  his  communication.  ^>  >i.? 

However,  as  to  the  data  to  which  Mr.  Bracken  4'efers,  I'lia*v¥ 
a  word  to  say ;  and  that  is,  that  my  memory  differs  with  his  as  to 
what  those  accounts  contain.  If  either  of  those  accounts,  parti- 
cularly that  published  by  Mr.  Fitch:,  quotes  Mr.  Brackent  as  tak- 
ing or  having  the  command  of  the  detachment  from.  Fort  Defi- 
ance, I  will  agree  that  I  am  mistaken  as  to  what  those  accounts 
contain.  .uijiilofii 

But  as  the  question  at  issue  is  not  what  those  accounts  con- 
tained, but  what  are  the  facts  in  the  case,  I  shall,  without  further 
cavil  with  Mr.  Brackkn,  as  to  memory,  proceed  to  lay  before  you 
the  evidences  which  I  have  procured  in  support  of  the  correct- 
ness of  my  memory,  wherein  I  differ  with  him. 

Upon  seeing  Mr.  Bracken's  communication  to ybt!',  (in  referenc4 
to  this  matter.)  in  a  late  number  of  the  Wisconsin  Tribune,  I  im- 
mediately addressed  the  following  named  gentlemen  upon  this 
subject,  to  wit:  Robert  C.  Hoard,  who  was  Captain  of  the  com- 
panj)  stationed  at  Fort  Defiance  at  the  time  in  question;  Thomab 
Beam,  who  was  a  soldier  at  Fort  Defiance  ;  Alexander  Hioom- 
BOTHAM,  who  was  a  soldier  at  Fort  Hamilton,  and  was  with  the 
detachment  from  the  time  it  left  Fort  Hamilton  until  after  the 
battle  of  the  Pckatonica;  Bennet  Million,  who  was  also  with 
the  detachment  during  the  burying  of  the  men  who  were  killed 
at  the  farm  of  Spafford  and  Spenoer,  and  the  same  that  made  his 
miraculous  escape  from  the  Indians. 

From  them  1  have  received  the  following  answers.  I  would 
here  mention,  that  these  are  all  the  men  (that  is,  Million  and  Hig^- 
aiNBOTHAM)  that  ii ad  any  connection  with  the  burying  of  those 
men,  or  the  battle  of  the  Pekatonica,  that  I  have  any  knowledge 
of  in  this  country,  except  my  father.  Col.  Parkisow,  upon  whom, 
from  feelings  of  delicacy,  I  have  not  called,  for  his  recollection 
of  the  matter,  ^'^^  Im  viRO  y  (  hFybfVf)  br 
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ni  )  i   :    M  .  Mineral  Point,  February  5th,  1853i  1 

rHi*.  P^Ar  Parkison,  Jr.:  '  Ir^Ioi 

Your  communication  addressed  to  me,  asking  my  recollec- 
fi8iis  about  tlios^  eleven  men  who  started  from  Fort  Defiance 
bury  the  dead  at  Spapfobd's  farm,  in  1832,  was  duly  received/*  t 
recollect  that  when  the  express  arrived,  it  was  about  sun-down, 
or  after.  After  I  had  arranged  the  matter  of  express  to  Col. 
DoDGEj'^'^i  imiiediately  commenced  making  arrangements  to  send 
a  reinforcement  to  Fort  Hamilton,  and  to  assist  in  burying  the 
dead  at  Spafford's  field.  There  were  many  who  volunteered  to 
go.  At  the  same  time  there  were  several  men  there  from  the 
mounted  company,  with  Major  Kiekpatrigk,  (or  afterwards  Major 
Klrkpateick)  ;  Lieut.  Bracken  and  Second  Lieut.  Parkison  were 
among  the  number  who  volunteered  to  go,  and  all  the  mounted 
men  who  were  with  Major  Kirkpatrick,  I  believe ;  consequently, 
those  mounted  men  came  thiere  commanded  by  thier  own  officer^ 
and  neither  Lieuts.  Bracken  oi^  Parkison  could  have  any  conl- 
mand  over  them.  Lieut.  Bracken  certainly  was  the  ofiicer  who 
held  the  rank  at  the  fort;  consequently,  would  have  had  the 
command,  but  I  think  there  was  some  dissatisfaction  among  the 
men,  who  were  preparing  to  go,  I  think,  about  who  should  com- 
mand them.  Lieut.  Bracken  started  off  with  one  man,  I  think-, 
and  he  was  one  of  the  mounted  men.  I  think  about  half  an  hour 
after  Lieut.  Bracken  left,  the  rest  of  the  squad  started,  with  dis- 
satisfaction about  the  command ;  before  they  got  off,  I  requested 
Major  Kirkpatrick  to  take  the  command ;  and  he  did  take  the 
command  as  far  as  I  knew. 

Yours,  &c., 

EGBERT  0.  HOARD. 


Town  of  Wayne,  Jan.  28,  1853.;  ; 
jjlir.  Peter  Parkison,  Jr. :  i 

o^I>EAR  Sir — la  answer  to  your  favor  of  the  26th  inst.,  I  can  say, 
that  I  was  a  soldier  during  the  war  with  Black  Hawk,  and  that 
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I  was  at  Fort  Defiance  at  the  time  that  the  express  came  there  in 
relation  to  the  killing  of  Spafford  and  others,  on  the  Pekatonica. 

I  can  also  say,  without  hesitation,  that  Maj.  Kirkpatrick,  took 
the  command  of  the  detachment  from  there,  and  I  never  nnder- 
stood  but  that  he  commanded  it  all  the  time  until  after  the  bury* 
ing  of  those  men. 

Yours  respectfully,  ,^ 
THOMAS  BEA.M.  [ 


Town  of  Wayne,  Jan.  29, 1853. 
Mr.  Peter  Parkison,  Jr. :  \. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  26th  inst.,  I  can  say, 
that  I  do  not  recollect  distinctly  all  that  took  place  at  Fort  Ham- 
ilton, in  relation  to  the  command  of  the  detachment  that  buried 
V  th-e  men  who  were  killed  on  the  Pekatonica,  at  the  farm  of  Spen- 
cer &  Spafford,  in  the  Blade  JIawk  war.  * 

I  do  recollect  that  there  was  some  trouble  about  the  command, 
between  Col.  Paekibon  and  Charles  Brao"k:en.  ,.  I  also  recollect 
that  Maj.  Kirkpatrick  commanded  the  company  on  that  occasion, 
^  The  next  point,  in  relation  to  which  you  ask  my  recollection,  is 
at  the  bank  of  the  Pekatonica,  where  Lieutenant  Bracken  claims 
to  have  procured  the  first  scalp.  In  relation  to  that  point,  I  can 
say  that  I  am  sure  there  was  no  scalp  taken,  or  any  Indian  killed 
dead,  at  that  point.  Some  might  have  been  hit,  but  no  certainty 
of  it.  As  to  Lieutenant  Bracken's  being  in  the  advance,  I  do  not 
recollect  distinctly.  But  from  my  recollection,  I  should  say,  we 
were  all  there  pretty  much  at  the  same  moment.  As  to  the  affair 
upon  the  bank  of  the  pond,  where  the  battle  was  fought,  I  agree 
with  you  precisely  as  you  have  given  it  in  your  account  of  that 
affair.    I  was  right  by  Wells  when  he  was  shot. 

I  have,  according  to  your  request,  examined  the  account  of^that 
affair,  written  by  both  you  and  Mr.  Bracken,  and  according  to 
my  memory,  I  agree  with  you  in  all  the  main  particularfl,  where- 
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in  you  disagree  with  Lieutenant  BRAoxEisr,  after  the  detachment 
came  to  Fort  Hamilton. 

Your  friend, 

ALEXAKDEE  HIGGINBOTHAM. 

P,  S. — I  perceive  that  my  name  is  not  inserted,  either  by  you 
or  Mr.  Bracken,  as  being  in  the  battle.  I  claim  no  particular 
glory.  I  was,  however,  in  the  battle.  The  omission  was,  of 
course,  unintentiotial. 


Town  of  Wiota,  Jan.  30,  1853. 

Mr.  Petek  Parkison  : 

Dear  Sir — According  to  your  request  of  the  26th  inst.,  I  will 
state  my  recollection  of  the  incidents  connected  with  the  burying 
of  Sfafford,  Searls  and  others,  who  were  killed  on  the  Peka- 
tonica,  during  the  Black  Hawk  war^  the  particulars  of  which 
you  request. 

In  relation  to  what  took  place  at  Fort  Hamilton,  about  the  com. 
mand  of  the  detachment,  I  can  state  distinctly,  that  some  trouble 
took  place  at  Fort  Hamilton  about  that  matter.f  Some  wished 
Col.  Parkison  to^take  the  command.  But  he  objected,  and  said 
that  the  detachment  had  come  from  Fort  Defiance  under  the  com- 
mand of  Maj.  KiRKPATRiCK,  and  that  he  wished  it  to  go  on  under 
bis  command.  Maj.  Kjrkpatrick  then  objected  to,  or  declined 
taking  farther  command,  unless  he  were  re-elected.  Upon  which, 
an  election  was  gone  into,  and  Maj.  Kirkpatrick  was  elected. 
The  detachment  then  proceeded  under  his  command,  and  con- 
tinued so,  until  they  returned  to  Fort  Hamilton. 

Tkie  remainder  of  the  incidents,  until  the  killing  of  Apple,  are 
correctly  given  in  your  account  published  in  the  Tribune^  (which 
I  have  seen,)  except  that  no  Indian  on  horseback  pursued  me. 

Mr.  Bracken  is  quite  at  fault,  when  he  speaks  of  Spencer's 
diving  the  river,  leaping  the  bank,  &c*.    I  am  the  man^  most 


•  This  was  plainly  an  error  of  the  printer,  in  dropping  Million's. name  where  it  should  hare  appeared 
in  the  Bwrratire,  which  is  now  properly  eorrected.  L.  C.  D. 
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certainly,  who  did  that^   After  getting  upon  the  bank,  I  found 

two  balls  had  passed  through  my  shirt — one  through  the  body,  the 
other  through  the  sleeve.  While  upon  the  bank,  two  balls  passed 
so  near  me  that  their  force  was  yisibly  felt  in  my  face.  My  hat 
was  afterwards  found,  with  a  large  ball  hole  near  the  band.  The 
effort  of  diving  the  river,  Jeaping  the  bank,  and  the  effects  of  the 
two  balls  that  passed  so  near  my  head,  had  bo  exhausted  and  ad- 
dled me,  that  I  thought  I  was  shot ;  and  after  going  about  sixty 
yards,  in  a  walk,  I  stopped  and  examined  myself.  Finding  I  was 
not  shot,  I  took  fresh  courage,  commenGed  my  flight  for  life,  and 
arrived  safe  at  Fort  Hamilton  in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
by  sun.  Mr.  Spenoek  could  not  swim,  (as  you  say,)  consequently 
did  not  attempt  to  cross  the  river,  I  claim  no  particular  honor 
for  what  I  did  upon  that  occasion,  and  only  mention  these  partic- 
ulars to  show  that  Mr.  Bracken's  memory  should  not  be  too  much 
relied  upon.  ' 

Upon  perusing  Mr.  Bkaoken's  account  of  that  affair,  I  perceive 
many  mistakes,  but  none  of  very  great  importance,  except  those 
which  I  have  pointed  out. 

As  to  what  took  place  after  the  killing  of  Apple,  and  at  the 
battle,  I  know  nothing,  except  from  hearsay.  I  have  always  un- 
derstood that  all  behaved  well  upon  that  occasion — that  the  charge 
was  even-handed,  and  that  no  one  man  was  entitled  to  more 
credit  than  another.  As  to  Mr.  Bsackbn's  killing  an  Indian,  or 
getting  a  scalp,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Pekatonica,  I  can  say,  with- 
out hesitation,  that  I  never  heard  anything  of  it,  until  I  saw  it  in 
his  account  of  that  battle. 

Having,  I  believe,  answered  all  your  enquiries,  I  subscribe 
myself. 

Respectfully  yours, 

BENNET  MILLIOlSr. 


From  the  above  communications,  it  will  be  perceived  at  once, 
that  these  gentlemen,  (who  certainly  have  no  interest  in  the  mat- 


a85 


ter,  as  between  Mr.  Bracken  and  myself,  and  who  could  only  wish 
that  justice  should  ,be  done,  and  that  history  should  be  correct,) 
sustain  my  memory  almost  fully,  in  every  particular,  wherein  I 
disagree  with  Mr.  Beacken.  Hence,  I  should  think,  from  such 
testimony  as  this,  there  could  be  no  reasonable  doubt  as  to  the 
facts  in  the  case. 

I  regret  exceedingly,  that  I  have  been  brought  into  this  cross- 
questioning  with  Mr.  Bracken,  against  whom  I  certainly  enter- 
tain no  nnkind  feeling,  and  whom  I  certainly  would  not  inten- 
tionally misrepresent.  I  only  wish  that  justice  should  be  done  to 
all  parties  concerned,  and  that  a  proper  impression  should  go 
abroad,  and  be  handed  down  to  posterity. 

I  did  not  like  the  impression  to  go  abroad  or  down  to  posterity, 
that  Gen.  Dodge  and  his  comrades  in  arms  did,  upon  that  occas- 
ion, and  in  two  instances,  lurk  in  the  rear,  and  permit  Lieutenant 
Bracken  to  go  forward  and  encounter  the  enemy  single-handed 
and  alone — which  impression  Mr.  Bracken's  account  certainly 
conveys. 

In  looking  over  my  account  of  that  affair,  I  perceive  that  I  did, 
in  one  place,  speak  of  Lieutenant  Bracken  as  A^cm^?  Lieutenant, 
which  was  a  mistake,  and  it  would  evidently  appear  to  the  most 
careless  reader,  that  the  mistake  was  inadrertenly  made.  Mr. 
Bracken  claims,  in  his  account  of  that  affair,  to  have  been  second 
in  command  at  Fort  Defiance,  which  I  did  not  dispute,  but  only 
claimed  that  he  did  not  go  in  command  of  the  detachment,  &c. 
Hence,  having  Mr.  Bracken  in  my  mind  as  second  in  command 
at  Fort  Defiance,  it  was  easy  for  me  to  speak  of  him  as  ISecond  Lieu- 
tenant, when  I  should  have  styled  him  as  second  in  command. 
But,  for  this  mistake,  Mr.  Bracken  condemns  my  memory,  as  en- 
titled to  no  consideration  whatever.  Were  Mr.  Bracken's  mem- 
ory to  be  condemned  for  similar  mistakes,  occasions  would  not  be 
wanting ;  but  these  slight  mistakes  do  not  vary  the  result,  and 
should  not  be  harped  upon. 

However,  with  what  I  have  already  said  upon  the  subject,  I  shall 
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snbmit  the  matter  to  an  impartial  ^.u-bUjOj  %Q<t  tov^oui-fcodetfe^risf 
mine  or  decide  as  to.  the.  fact©  in  the  :case.  ^  -  ,  - :  ^j^^j 


To  Gen.  W.  R.  Smith,  State  Historian  j  ^  .  , . .  ^  ,   t 

in  dctoBer  last  Iliiad  the  tonqr     ^dresdtng^^ou  a.;;Cqmm 
cation,  through  the'  columns  oi'  tte .  Wi80.op.sm.  TxihunCj  -giving  ^ : 
you'ttie  details  of  the  ^*  Battle  of  the,Pjekatonica,'l^^and  ,jttie  e 
that  led  tlierefo.  In  a  note  appended  to.  that  pablication,  I.fitated  _^ 
that'I'migTit,  from  the  ]aj)8e  of  tinje,„taye  made  8onie-errorSy3.f'^ 
more  particularl^as  to  the  james  of  thos^  :w.ho  were .  atctuallj;  im 
the  aciioii!   This  was  .the  case.  ^  I  omitted  the.  n^pje^  j^^ 
DBR  HiQGn«BQTHA:»i  an  XAjyn^iAD,  j^jbio  were  in  the  fightj^^^y^ 

and  l^^oMAs  H/Feioe  wKom^  1  placed  in^thp  Hnei*^was  .^ne.  ofg-^h^^ 

jytrrFETER  pAKkisoN,  Jr.,  one  of  the  survivors  of  that  batllej  j^j^t 
in  a  .communication  addrei^ed  to  the  Editor  of  the  Tribune  itt' 
NovemBer 'last, ..has  j^ven^hip  version,  of.  thej^affay-^cfor  ti^^  pur-:  rf 
pose^aiii'e avers,  "of  doipg.  justice  to  . tha^j3ea^,ii||Sfwr§ll|i%.th0:f 
Uvin^ariaaleo  ih  J  ugtipe , to.'  tlj^^o^^i^ess  Q^-iii^tory-.|'.  -  .^-..la  tjoA^^jj^ 
commTunication  Mr.  P.ARKi^y  jiegatives^  .af^j^ives-a  diJerentiygr-^.Eg 
sion  xo  almost  ever^^  bj  nxp.  ,I'irst,.,^at..I^i^  Bo|  6om^5 

mand'the  detachment  ftooi  Fo.rt  J)e:Sanee,..bi^  B-.  11^  Kj^k^-jJ^ 

Harnjiton'lor  S^A^         fie|c[j..a.di^ulty--tgQ^^  J>.  1  r,s 

M.  FAKiisoN  and  inys^l|  about"  the, iCon2m§,n^j''  I^Kjlaimingii*,  ,ifk..zrt 
virtuf^qf  mT/  secan^  ^^icMimcfi^Qy^-'^^i  wap;  qbj|gjfee4:  toi>y  3. 
M.  i^Kiso^^^E^Gh  >^^^s^^j|jl^om^nc^n:^ten^  q|«'lto:im§m(H*a]bli^s^:> 
diffic^ly^^Be'fwgen^^^^  jgys_elfc).,^^G^^  v-. ; 

PATRICK:  then 'declining  to  t^ie  further^ommaud  5^  tji^idetaehfaeji^ :  i  -rr- 
nnless' "lie'was  re-c/iosen,  upon  which^an  ele,ation5,^^'g^e:iiifeo,:  _^ 
and  Major  KiR]^PAi;i^gs,  (ae  h|^^^^Sj?inmp|il;^  c|ll^}r.  \^8-u^a^i7H 
mousT^T'etecied';  "tY^        difficiilty  being  settled,  the  ^ty  pro- 
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>^.aa  Qdi  'io  Ylifilwcffioov  odl  bssfoBanai  I  'bBi  jJofl  binoo  I  ^a^isdoS 

woun(h  that\he  rbtcilaiMc^dho  Mebgj^^  'that  MMLxcm  ^ef  osaed^*^ 
tbeiiiiiTjai'  abitbjaapoai»Htidifca0ti^4i%'/iiMe|nk^  iwiiereif. 
MoIlwain  and  John  Bujair  GtdteddBiit^'J/afcidfsthemiDhe  gi^reajaQs  ait 

aftgEia[ii£)*ff,  ctMs^Bf  i^vimi^sitq  QA-cndiisblde^ermiD edi  adoes  Mn  PiaEE¥>?i 
gojiiit0:>jia^H3iilMra)j  tflaaffi(i>herfc^ 

a-iaaMepai  BM^dohyyam^jm  aid  nr,  z.c^  :xio'r^i      nose  iwf;.'!  LLuot^  :': 

b^awiasjff  dij'gvtoffi^lafflEBdfxBrlthifa  'AJiafitja^odiifetaiic^rof  5(M:>Mdiaiifirj: 
aiwi£sea»Bbdi4>Hdc'fiEB4i8(salp*  K^iEt^jaii  toMKkuf^«j3;?7]^;t  Bjob%sq]i£:' 
is  sure  my  memory  .i®tefofirali>,rrbdifeatiBepasi>h^'  ^enfesvLr^'ibiei'^wia:! 
near  jneeoebenol  ^^^fiashdvaHb  wftsi  tlie.tG6D©rili^a2i35£kih  iittfte 

tcqili>f^M^  rMge  Idsfflty^^^e^ifiKCkHL'tllBflPefetenic 

tlkfei-li^ttksnicf  &5iMl^d%alJ)i|Mftrbnt^efigag)ddikiI^  m^m-i 

i]ior©3tbttbstj!|^(^irfita4we^ya^  pia«[0?.mykelfcin  caiifc:D 

ta^^M^*i^esly^£kai3  wMor/  iiieyi  awtot  brossiiiq^Gthenearbcfi  ;alkii; 

upiivitbdJjfe  bnen^fiwdaoiir©Mi|(th^AEqrwep[Jyi(Mci!0  I 
baSMeitDopte^abooasrnmoo  ew  i9j1i£  arab  Jioda  b  iioi  odi  3fi  bavirm 

andodiciJaasetrgniflmi^tetth  ®cBaBsi^frs,8lae  ssowMtos^i  jdifeh^dg6tm^8U(9i!& 
orders  to  the  men  as  I  represent."  Had  1  attempted  to  laud  Gen. 
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Dodge,  I  could  not,  had  I  ransacked  the  vocabularly  of  the  Eog- 
lish  language,  found  expressions  more  suitable  for  the  occasion, 
or  given  better  testimony  of  his  coolness  and  discretion  on  the  eve 
of  a  battle.  His  mind  was  made  up,  as  he  stated,  "  to  whip  the 
enemy  or  die  in  the  attempt." '  He  therefore  coolly  and  discreetly 
forewarned  us,  that  there  would  be  no  snaps  or  flashes  of  our 
guns ;  he  required  us  to  gird  tight  our  loins  and  unbutton  our 
shirt  collars,  that  our  respiration  might  be  free  to  sustain  him  in 
the  desperate  encounter  that  was  before  us. 

Again,  Mr.  Parkison  thinks  my  memory  is  at  fault,  when  I 
make  the  General  swear  terribly.  If  I  must  confess  the  fact,  he 
swore  far  more  terribly  than  I  have  represented.  If  Mr.  Parkison 
had  been  disposed  to  task  his  memory  to  do  justice  to  my  conduct 
in  that  battle,  as  much  as  he  appears  disposed  to  detract  from  it^^- 
it  would  have  been  no  great  tax  on  his  memory  to  have  recollect- 
ed, that  in  my  hand-to-hand  encounter  with  the  Indian  at  the 
pond,  the  breech  of  my  gun  had  a  sliver  cut  out  of  it,  some  three 
or  four  inches  long,  by  the  spear  of  the  Indian.  That  gun  I  carried 
throughout  the  war,  and  Mr.  Parkison  as  well  as  others  has  time 
and  again  seen  that  evidence  of  that  encounter. 

And  Mr.  Parkison  has  at  this  late  day  found  it  convenient  to 
unlearn  what  he  formerly  knew,  that  from  a  fortuitous  train  of 
circumstances  my  actions  on  that  occasion  were  such,  that  the 
General,  by  common  consent,  awarded  me  two  out  of  the  seventeen 
scalps  taken,  and  I  state  it  on  good  authority,  that  in  the  fall  of 
the  year  after  the  war,  when  the  annual  firing  of  the  prairie  took 
place,  and  the  woods  and  grass  were  destroyed,  that  the  bones  of 
fifteen  Indians  were  found  at  the  pond  where  the  battle  took  place, 
those  of  another  between  that  and  the  point  where  they  crossed 
the  creek,  and  those  of  another  at  the  crossing  of  the  creek  which 
I  alledge  to  have  killed ;  a  party  of  Menomonee  and  Sioux  In-  - 
dians,  under  the  command  of  Colonels  Hamilton  and  Marbh  had 
arrived  at  the  fort  a  short  time  after  we  commenced  the  pursuit. 
These  Indians  taking  our  trail,  found  and  scalped  the  two  latter, 
and  overtook  the  detachment  as  we  were  returning  with  our 


wounded  to  the  fort.  Even  at  this  late  day,  if  search  were  made, 
I  am  of  the  opinion,  that  the  bones  of  seventeen  Indians  could  yet 
be  found  bleaching  on  the  battle-ground,  and  between  it  and 
where  the  Indians  crossed  the  Pekatonica;*  among  them  the 
bones  of  the  Indian  I  killed  at  the  spot  where  they  crossed.  The 
shout  I  sent  forth  when  I  fired,  was,  "  That's  my  hair !" — a  cant 
expression  then  in  vogue  to  denote  a  scalp. 

In  a  subsequent  communication  which  I  addressed  you  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Parkison  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enter  into  a  speci- 
fic refutation  of  all  the  tergiversations  contained  in  his  essay,  or 
to  expose  his  mawkish  attempt  to  make  me  an  assailant  of  Gen. 
Dodge,  and  of  his  self  election  to  the  post  of  his  defender.  Al- 
though my  memory  might  have  failed  me  as  to  other  facts  touch- 
ing the  events  of  that  day,  it  must  be  supposed  that  I  could  not 
well  forget  the  rank  I  held  ;  this  Mr.  Pakkison  denied,lwhich  if 
uncontradicted  must  be  construed  as  an  impeachment  of  my  ve- 
racity; I  therefore  confined  myself  in  that  reply,  to  simply  correct- 
ing him  on  this  point,  and  to  infer  from  it  that,  if  belonging  to  the 
same  company  and  associated  with  me  for  some  time  at  the  same  . 
post,  he  could  not  recollect  my  rank,  that  his  memory  could  not 
be  depended  on  as  to  other  facts  wherein  he  differed  from  me,  &c., 
&c.  To  this  Mr.  Paekison  has  rejoined,  by  a  communication  ad- 
dressed to  you  through  the  columns  of  the  Tribune  of  the  10th  of 
February,  wherein  he  rather  lamely  concedes  the  question  as  to 
my  rank  as  a  first  Lieutenant,  but  seems  determined  to  pluck  some 
of  the  feathers  from  my  plume  by  proving  positively  that  Kirk- 
PATRiOK  commanded  the  detachment  from  Fort  Defiance,  to  Fort 

*In  Editaed  Beouchaed's  narrative,  we  find  the  following  paragraph  relative  to  the  number  of  In- 
dians slain :  "After  the  battle,  eleven  Indians  were  found  dead  on  the  ground ;  two  more,  who  were 
■WOTiBded,  had  got  up  the  river-bank,  and  were  tracked  and  finally  scalped  by  the  Winnebagoes  ;  Colonel 
Hamilton,  sometime  afterwards,  found  the  body  of  another,  after  the  prairie  fires  had  passed  over 
them  ;  and  late  in  the  succeeding  winter,  a  French  trapper  found  three  more,  in  the  swamp  near  the  bat. 
<tie  ground,  beneath  krush-wood,  under  which  they  had  crawled  when  wounded."  The  whole  number 
thus  accounted  for,  of  the  Sauks  who  fell  in  this  fight,  was  seventeen  ;  and  at  a  subsequent  period,  when 
at  Rock  Island,  after  the  termination  of  the  war,  Beouchaed  understood  from  some  of  the  Sauks,  that 
Black  Hawk  had  often  spoken  of  a  band  of  seventeen  of  his  braves,  of  whom  he  had  never  received  any 
intelligence,  and  he  knew  not  what  had  become  of  them.  Black  Hawk,  in  his  auto-biography,  makej 
no  allusion  to  this  affair.  L.  C.  D. 
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Hamilton,  and  negatively^  that  I  did  not  kill  an  Indian  at  the 

i.toiiy,i!:batr7€b^iiBbDD^jaa!i^  tli^t 

imA  ^iiW^d  \ai  a'^fidT  "  ^aaw  ^bsiii  I  nedw  dHoi  ^asa  I  iuoda 

But  a  few  minutes  J^feswaBtfefe)«x^r6^a)sag^^^  ^^li 
-^^Cftpf  <tliebaaBa-dja&?ii  I  i[^iihred<)i(iy^[ibirtiiM(a^  ^^di- 

-.^j.^lSfinteHatdiltonrao^o^dpamedHl^^^  l)th0a  Imf^^i 

ig^^^ift^^&^Yfbd^iimLh'lQji^(^  iMeL^i^^vjkyMo^ihtm^^  ^^^^ 

:d^,Kf)!)[yiQd;Pnf,5^fe'rB.iiMii  BsAatsofidMi^aindoeaifc^eq^Jiiihi 
j^QW^.i^^M^Mt'^^^    Bijpeixj^ie  me  who  fjfiiilimfiked  Mm^f^dot^ 
^tfeftj^  b)^ia:Qiii^«)jn^a«(teai^ 

.r^iimesi^h^  raeak.bm  didi,  (fealtrejflfliiee  4iuiimo^4h.ie(iitok&jxi^^ 
.BWfttft  ioi^iey^itB'ffcta'maiitdi^.©^^  ^  ^  a^i  no  hQhaQc\'dh  9cf 

:Pg9rric^iiain'd^»  HBNRfiL^iDoDSE;  iitiiS)  acfe  j%rteftdfed<t)iat^  ^th^eii^of 
:thoie  €tffieer^3wet*e  2^  i\m  k^^^  ^(^B- 

.SigyR]?^;Wi%  AlS^esu^p.^^  %11  foKCBiaccoiaa^ife^liSk^.  iJ^iibii 
-^,^o^jk,iy,x^^<^n<l<tEati^ay  rik<r)me^hi!iWii^a<*)  M^^^f^ 

pany^at  Gratiot'o  Grove,  they  taking  the-  route  by  K]j:NDLE''B  aiid 

gy£«a  ,-^ri<i««o5d-oJxiB      ni  .httaH  hoajS   .niadJ  lo  emooed  bad  Jfitlvr  Joa  weai  exi  6xm  c93aesiU»?ai 


mi 

T  aa  l3ii&#tfrfe.|WtefflSnF<S^H&'4e(J6lKcM#W'1;htsie'^  mem- 

XtAi^  ttathfulnesfr  faf  more  'S'ladj'  wSo  Ifais  injfche 

fort  at  the  time,  who  shortly  after  the  war  becatli^^^'tlie  wlife"^"of 
^fEaJor:  tmM'meKr^  ifc(^^tMfe^iM?%ct;  l4^iii:^itatephat 
£bmh:^FAKki»bi^'  a#d"Br^iRiS"i3i^^^  eleven  men 'left 

1  itL&  f(5r€  tfea'C^^Ve'nmg  ;^  afte^r ■  some  ixbuble  aird  ''en*4*tiiry  t  have  ^  as- 
i:cetiain44  t6e?-fi«ime      dtf  Btit -atfe%f  "Hiioae''  me  were 

Afe46^N:^^-3i:^#Eli>",  McGfeA-W",  Black,  t*fiic6',^LEE0H,  iiiafe- 
,.4ngtea:  of  the  partjY'tbe^to^'  of  ffier  otfi^i*'!  'carinot'^edollec^^^^^ 
5.a3K0rtain,  bu^he^as  B^'f^vLrFg  i3^an^&mT6nne&^  l)eeii 
•^pfirsuifig  ^^-aC^e^taW'FifrE^  'Hx^'9^AfeD'■^^l^^ts^^  Or'tCoiMD)  tofme 
wesi^'aiid  ^uifei  Mm  io-^he-  c6mm:andiiig  officer  at  F6rt  T)efifece. 
jAnd-aiiy  :oth€^imeHpmbiliirtedor'  dismounted, ^of  ariy  ctttfer^com" 
.^fHBiy.'that:  mapc¥M  -^(t%h^'^h^ -detacfrm  thSt  Tfii^t,'  '^s  stated 
hf  HoAEx^'' wei-e  :aH-«*  Uresse&  'in  WiM^ /'^'""  " 
i  j.cTha  next  morning, "Wheti  the'detaeMfenii  was^psir&etf^ 

to:  startiti^;fer  '^pafford's  field,-  it  was  reinfetced^by  some'  Ik 
^  seyen jnen  from  iFort  Samilt'oii:  - -Dan^^  M.'  pAEki^oir,  wko 
had  been  a  colonel  in  Illinois,  who  was  my  iteiqr  iti  years  but 
junior  in  rank,  claimed  the  command  of/ the  detachment  on  the 
plea,  that  he  had  coMe  wit?^  arid  commanded  the  party  on  the 
ma^i^i^^si£ForED^S>ani^  the  night  before  /  !  I  This  attempt  to 
supersede  me  was  promptly  resisted,  and  hence  the  difficulty  be- 
tween us. 

R.  H.  KiRKPATRicK,  who  was  one  of  the  re-inforcement  that 
had  joined  us  at  Fort  Hamilton,  was  then  in  the  ranks ;  the  day 
previous  he  had  left  his  company  (Gentry's)  at  Gratiot's  Grove, 
and  came  by  the  way  of  Wolf  Creek  to  Fort  Hamilton.  He 
was,  at  my  suggestion,  appointed  to  conduct  the  expedition  to 
bury  the  murdered  men  at  the  farm,  and  not  till  then,  did  he  com- 
mand  the  detachment^  or  any  part  of  it ! 

ITone,  but  one  possessing  the  most  morbid  feeling  towards  me, 
could  read  my  account  of  the  battle,  so  honorable  to  the  com- 
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maDder  and  all  engaged  in  it,  and  draw  the  inference  from  any 
one  sentence  it  contains,  that  the  General  and  my  comrades  were 
"  lurking  in  the  rear,"  while  I  was  in  front  battling  the  enemy 
single  handed. 

Although  Mr.  Faekison  professes  to  have  no  unkind  feelings 
toward  me,  or  intentionally  to  misrepresent  me,  yet  a  man  with 
half  an  eye,  can  see  what  kind  of  feeling  he  entertains  toward 
me,  in  almost  every  paragraph  of  his  communications.  From 
the  day  that  I  indignantly  spurned  the  attempt  of  his  father  to 
supercede  me  in  command  to  which  I  was  legally  entitled  by  my 
rank,  he  has  had  no  particular  friendship  for  me,  and  it  may  be, 
that  a  little  of  the  old  leaven  has  worked  upon  him  to  seek  this 
controversy,  and  "  Feed  fat  the  ancient  grudge  he  bears  me."  ^  * 

My  account  of  the  battle  of  the  Fekatonica  gives  to  Gener- 
al Dodge  the  credit  of  having  conducted  and  fought  the 
best  battle  with  the  Indians,  since  the  introduction  of  fire-arms 
amongst  them.  Mr.  Paekeson  merely  for  the  purpose  of  under- 
rating me  and  my  statements,  reduces  the  number  of  Indians 
slain  on  that  occasion  over  one-fifth,  thereby  attempting  to  deduct 
that  amount  from  the  well-earned  fame  of  General  Dodge  ac- 
quired by  that  battle. 

Yery  Respectfully, 

Your  Obd't  Servant, 

CHARLES  BRACKEN. 
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APPENDIX  No.  11. 


STRICTUBES  UPOlf  GOV.  FORD»S  HISTORY  OF  THE  BLACK 

HAWK  WAR, 

BY  MAJOR  PETEE  PAEKISON,  JR.  uiii 

Madison,  Sept.  10,  1854. 

Mr.  Brown,  Editor  of  tlie  Argus  &  Democrat: 

Dear  Sib  : — Upon  my  arrival  in  this  place,  a  few  days  since, 
my  attention  was  called  to  a  couple  of  chapters  of  Gov.  Ford's 
History  of  Illinois,  published  in  your  paper,  purporting  to  be  a 
true  history  of  a  portion  of  the  Black  Hawh  war,  in  which  the 
manifest  object  of  the  historian  is  so  apparent,  and  the  means 
made  use  of  to  accomplish  that  object  are  so  unsupported  by 
truth,  that  I  (as  one  who  was  an  eye  witness  to  nearly  all  the  cir- 
cumstances pretended  to  be  given  in  those  two  chapters,  and 
one  who  is  unwilling  that  the  public  mind  should  be  misled  upon 
this  subject)  am  constrained  to  give  them  a  passing  notice.  , 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  true,  as  stated  in  Gov.  Ford's  His- 
tory, that  Gen.  Dodge  endeavored  to  avoid  going  from  Fort  Win- 
nebago to  the  rapids  of  Kock  Elver  (where  the  enemy  was  then 
supposed  to  be)  in  consequence  of  the  worn  down  condition  of  his 
horses ;  neither  did  he  refuse  to  go  without  written  orders  from 
Gen.  Henry.  The  facts  are,  that  Gen.  Dodge  was  the  first  to 
suggest  and  urge  this  course  to  Gens.  Henrt  and  Alexander — 
Q-en.  Henry  assenting,  and  Gen.  Alexander  dissenting.  This  was 
the  universal  understanding  at  the  time  by  all  parties.  I  have 
since  been  informed  by  Col.  Daniel  M.  Pareison,  of  Lafayette 
50 


county,  who  commanded  a  company  under  Gen.  Dodge  at  the 
time,  and  who  was  an  intimate  friend  of  both  Gen.  Dodge  and 
Gen.  Henry,  that  such  was  tke  fact,  that  he  was  present  and 
heard  the  conversation. 

Neither  is  it  true,  that  Gqn.^^^j^^ en  and  officers  attempted 
to  mutinize  at  this  place.  I^eem  k  quite  unfair  as  well  as  un- 
generous in  the  extreme,  to  detract  from  the  merit  of  Gen.  Hew- 
ry's  men  and  officers,  and  every  body  else,  for  the  purpose  of 

NRY  would  never  kave^jijOTejrii^.M'as  a  brave  and  generous 
"man,  and  no  man  esteemed  him  higher  than  I  did.  I  had  known 
him  from  my  bo^odi,-a»€^fie  ifadl)^n"^  my  father's  warm- 
est and  most  intimate  friends  for  more  than  ten  years.  But  at  the 
safiietinie,  riip^ -dif  li'is^ends  and  officers  were  my  friends  and 
intimate  acquaintoces,  ai^-^  are -jetjivingj  aqji  igisj^feufe^lustye 

to  them  that  I  should  r.epej  this  slander.*    ^  _  —  ^,       _  - 

f^  -'^lp&'mis  poirft  Gfen".  XI*6dqe  was  beirtainly,  the  n^iam-spg^ 
"Ifife^  iSrid  e;nergy  ~  of  the  army^  suggesting  and  planning  ,  all -its 
movem^ts;"  anid  nQuexotild  be  mistaken  in  this  particular  who 
%ere  pTesent,  and  unprejudiced^    This  was  but  natural,.. and.  paii 
said"  Without  "any  'jiisfc^  prejudice  J^^^^^  the.  r^puiation  j)f  (^^. 
Mijtry:  . ,  Geri.'DoDGi'had  acquired  a  hi^h  reputation  as.  a  milLtaFy 
man,  and' as  an  Indian'fighter.  Bfe  was  well  acquainted  with  .the 
%0'tiri|ry,  with  the  Winnebagoes,  (who,  vrere  pur  guides),  with  J|£r. 
^d^iUEftf," "(who.  was  bur  interpreter) ;  ^and  ,ften.  fl^NB^z  was  ^^t 
so^aiif-glgirious^  as  to^Je  unwiH^        be  goTerned.by,the  sugges- 

'^"5ariy  particufars  on  thj'naarcii-  from^  liiis.iPoiciJ;,  j[Kort  liSTiiine- 
%>^o|,^To  t^'e  it^isconsiUj  W  ^i^jen,.  An,d  Imajy 

?Jinitte'd  by^G-ovrf  ORD.  Suf  as  it  is  not^  my  pur^oae^  ui)on"-.4Jie 
presMt Occasion,  to  pqinf  out  all, of  the  mistakes  of^Gp^irFosn, 
onl/ wh6fe  they  effect_flb.e  parties  concern^^    .1  .;y?"U1  only.^oti^f 

ttqn  of  Cr^B.  HsJJRTL'a  troops*  ^*  hare  Gon  Ford's  »\aii<imitT[x\  CQTto\>arKk^  mJue 
lAjTe  andViWa". '  in  "(Sen.  BaACKKNIa  ■trictureB,  allaalpn  will*lfl»  b«  fo-and  t«  it  _  .    _  .  .  J^'S^  - 
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two,  which  are  of  the  same  note,  and  sufficient  to  satisfy  any  one 
^li^^Hm^ita  ]i^f  mr^ler^  t!re^Mlfe'^mSs^mry^ffi«fs, 

og  §ir^tMstm^^''krf8^a^S  ^  '^r^  B^'^mll  %^^kisSi. 

Second,  he  says  two'fef^%'s'^fei-6  MifMf^HMt'¥d^^^^^^^ 
ee%.  wmhh  m  t^o^%i^^Sife'^%<^l^is'  f^ 
i^^^eF^'*yH)%'m?.;"^'^e  iiico^ 

^git^^as  Wfi^^S&vAd^        th^m  wficf  l^nowr  nutiiii%  '^5?  them 

■swfiJii^'thiyiig^-S;  certa^iilyikn^'d^^  M.  Gen  J  Bo5dge1's  s'aiOTo 
^Mf^ *^f^ed' ^(M^g^ th¥  eneiny;  -Without  reinforcernBftt^;  whf n 
the  facts  are  that  he  charged  them,  with  his'"" single  sgtiadriiri 
fM^i^^^^tfa  k^^^Vei  MiS^Setr^tire -fire-^W^  of 
afibiei^  H^b€ir,-^!);^f^^y  tilplhe  Illri^  hS^^(5ti^t 
•feft'^ij^s'sfitlly  t6  be^  uj^n  them. '  This'was  in  cotlBeTjuen^ce  of  his 
'j^iMbiPM^oHt,-^^^hef¥  '6ren/ Henry  hadplaced  him¥or  the 

^SVin^,^k?^6feiffl^E^  ^Xp4%ss^^1riTnsdlf;  soine'^do  whgtiSr 
^§^efif^^otiia^  standi  fif^Se  ^d  the  frighfel^^vag^  y^^^ 
md  ^^Th^^^ighfkaVe  B()me'3dul§ts'of  ^his^charactSV^ 
flSri^^^-tr9§gb<3a-d^,  fijpotf  ^w  ois&t  oMe 

be'n^fi.'^^e  8fec'5nd'^ch^?g0ligon Iffiis  d(^aeio#,  if '"^ff-^iifosllintrW, 
that  Gen.  Dodge  and  his  men  took  no  part  in  t&  charge,  *as  {^ 
mkMm&rYf'^o^^^M^  In-the  ^fe^et^  f)til3K&e(i itTyd^ 
tefls'feMargS%a#§t?^st<rd''B/"Qi&n  ^B6i5G#1if '"'O'te'- fiiarf^i,  'lA 
fe^^ffiost'^Ji'e'diblJ^'mfo^  f  know  upon  tKs  occasfefn  as  u]^- 

%^*a^Ji-bther§;-^whei*^  I  Was^-%ith^^  the  arm^,-  that  -  Qen.  't)6mn% 

^*&ii'M%a^1;'lS^-feenR)6t^  'm     proiiipt  and  toe^getic.  '^'^I'c^liay 

luo  'to  jauai  cot  tsif'  .iij^mei  'idj  e;L;:r.:    •  Lt^-jurric^q      t3o:  1 
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anything  else  of  them  is  most  nngenerons  as  well  as  most  untrue. 
Thej  were  in  their  own  country,  defending  their  own  immediate 
families  and  firesides,  and  it  was  expected  of  them  that  they 
would  take  the  foremost  rank  at  all  times  of  danger,  and  in  no 
instance  was  that  expectation  disappointed. 

At  the  battle  of  Bad  Ax,  Gen.  Dodge  and  his  squadron  are 
again  grossly  misrepresented  by  Gov.  Ford's  History,  as  I  am 
informed  by  those  who  were  there,  and  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed since  seeing  the  publication  in  your  paper,  and  in  whom 
I  have  the  utmost  confidence,  as  their  version  of  the  affair  corres- 
ponds with  what  I  have  always  understood  to  be  the  facts.  That 
here,  as  upon  other  occasions,  Gov.  Dodge  and  his  squadron  were 
in  front,  and  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight ;  Capt.  Dickson,  of  Grant 
county,  commanded  the  spy  company,  and  brought  on  the  engage- 
ment between  the  scattering  parties,  while  Capt.  Gentry,  of  Iowa 
county,  with  his  company,  brought  on  the  engagement  between 
the  main  bodies. 

Again,  it  is  not  true  that  Gen.  Henet  was  placed  in  the  rear, 
in  charge  of  the  baggage  trains.  First,  there  were  no  such  trains 
upon  this  occasion,  as  every  man  carried  his  own  provisions. 
Second,  Gen.  Henry  marched  next  in  front  to  Gen.  Dodge's  com- 
mand; and  that  Gen.  Atkinson  had  no  wish  to  degrade  Gen. 
Henry,  or  detract  in  the  slightest  degree  from  the  merit  he  was 
entitled  to,  as  intimated  in  Gov.  Ford's  History,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  mention  the  fact,  that  after  the  battle  at  this  place  was 
over.  Gen.  Atkinson  met  Gen.  Henry  and  Gen.  Dodge  both  at 
the  same  time,  and  taking  each  of  them  by  the  hand,  said,  with 
much  warmth  and  feeling :  "  my  brave  fellows,  you  have  forced 
me  on  to  victory." 

Without  wishing  to  do  the  slightest  injustice  to  Gov.  Ford  or  his 
History,  I  am  constrained  in  justice  to  all  parties  concerned,  and 
injustice  to  the  truth  of  history,  to  say,  that  the  accounts  which 
he  gives  of  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  incidents  contained  in  the  two 
chapters  published  in  your  paper,  are  very  incorrect,  and  I  hope 
I  may  be  permitted  to  make  the  remark,  that  too  many  of  our 
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histories  are  written  by  men,  like  Gov.  Fokd,  who  know  nothing 
personally  of  the  matters  about  which  they  write. 

The  killing  of  St.  Yrain  and  his  party,  and  the  battle  of  the 
Pekatonica,  are  very  imperfectly  and  incorrectly  given  by  Gov. 
FoED.  I  was  at  the  burying  of  Mr.  St.  Yrain  and  his  party,  at 
which  Aquilla  Floyd  was  also  present,  who  had  with  two 
others  of  the  party,  made  his  escape,  and  his  account  of  the  af- 
fair certainly  bears  no  analogy  to  that  given  by  Gov.  Foed.  I  was 
also  an  unimportant  actor  in  the  battle  of  the  Pekatonica,  and 
know  the  account  given  by  Gov.  Foed  to  be  quite  as  I  have  stated. 
The  affair  at  Pekatonica  was  the  first  defeat  that  the  Indians" 
had  met  with  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  They  were 
a  chosen  band  of  fourteen,  occupying  the  most  advantageous  po-' 
sition,  under  the  bank  of  a  slough  completely  covered,  or  con- 
cealed by  thick  under-brush.  We  were  nineteen  in  number,  and 
exposed  to  Jheir  cool  and  deliberate  first  fire,  at  which  four  of  our 
men  fell,  leaving  us  but  one  superior  to  them  in  numbers.  It  was 
a  hand-to-hand  encounter,  steel  clashed  against  steel,  the  woods 
resounded  with  the  most  terrific  yell  of  the  savage,  until  the  last 
one  was  exterminated ;  and  had  you  been  there,  I  am  confident, 
Mr.  Editor,  you  would  have  thought  it  a  little  more  than  a  simple 
hilling  of  a  few  red  skins. 

Up  to  this  period,  the  Indians  had  been  signally  triumphant  in 
every  engagement.  Maj.  Stillman,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kish-wau. 
kee  River,  about  30  miles  above  Dixon,  on  the  Rock  River,  had 
been  most  shamefully  defeated,  by  a  force  much  inferior  to  his 
own.  Soon  after  this,  Col.  (at  that  time  Maj.)  Dement,  at  Kellogg's 
Grove,  suffered  a  most  disastrous  defeat  by  a  much  inferior  force 
to  his  own;  and,  not  long  after  this,  Maj.  Stephenson,  command- 
ing the  most  chosen  troops  of  Illinois,  was  also  signally  defeated 
by  the  enemy.*  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  enemy  had,  in  every 
instance,  been  victorious  over  the  Illinois  forces.    Being  em- 


•  strictly  speaking,  Majors  Stephenson  and  Demest's  encounters  with  the  Indians  happened  after 
the  Pekatonica  battle— the  former  on  the  18th,  and  the  latter  on  the  25th  of  Jane.  L.  C.  D. 
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boTdened  by  these,^(J^cisiy:e  vict^^iji^  enpgriGifeq 
forces^  aad^  fl^i^  gggce^fip^?^,  ,t^BX^<;pi^i^.Jfeejb(>l^iftB# 

tlomen t  „ .       V^^%      sjH? '  ^1  i^,^^'  R^TO^^r  1^1^ ^^^^ ^4  f^Wi  ^ia 

waa  tbenTat  bead-  quartei^^  wit^  tbe  B^iainJSo^^^  o|cJb^  rari?^r  .^^{X 
pea.  i^^QJ^E  h,|dma,d,9;ftbia  expft^^  J#Pf^iif 
sentiiig.,to^||eu.iTja|^  ^n.4:,-^Cw^le^%i jf^on^Jii^  e 

of  tliis  coiigtrjyy^-aj^d  ,ujgej  upq^  by^,  ,tlie;Dpcegsi^y  aiid  impe^ta^§%]a 
of  ,prpm;g,t  and  energ^ti^c  rnqy,^  tbe^paait^of  t^^;Ari^.f,9[^90 

was  -tbo  sBcpnd  U'^Q.eiv  ]pQi)gE  b^^  m^e.to.  tbe  anaip  MlP^^z-a 
for  Jljia  purpose,,  and,  foj;  ^dditlQ^ial  pAi^pojse  of  Ql^taif4|ig[  &f>m€^ -t 
imnaedi^te  f orpe  ^witb.  wbi^  ^  ^oiir^  .siicc€is^«Il_y  fe^e^  r$^^.  r^a§ji  ^ 
my,g  cbeak^^jiptij^.tihja .  11^1^51  bpd j  -P^?? Ai^® i^^s^l ^9^^J>-.  sSftfeai 
faiiigg£^(^^  ft4 ^9^'  fefe&¥^^^^v4;  .^9^ J ;  ^^^^i .  ^t^l^f.  -A^^^Lio 
inc^^^qt  Pggg^i^.for^eugiil  da^s.^n(i ;.nig^$Sf,[b^^^ 
timelto  meet  tbe  tbreatened  danger,  and  gav-e;,tba.  first  an ^,e|^^^.rj\ 
tual  cbeglf  Jg,J^  9^ujjggt^^^5|Ji^,ggeinj]jA]t  jtbflf^Peks^ 

dre.d  -and  .fi%-.meg,  and  tl^y  Y®^^'?'  ^'^P^^^A  '^J^^iZ  iP^fed^ftithj^^^ 
coun|ry  at  ^ei.r  i;e^ec^vej|[^^^^^4i^  fej^-^®  P^oW^>^*^^§6t.Wo 
and  jlcseypj'j^  in^Feni^nJ;3  pjf.^<|en, 

of  biSfp|l<P.9iy  ^i^^^^t^^W'^^'^''^^^ 

enepy^ wae^  kegt^pClief^k, ji^til.tb^  slpw  moj^.&^qu^j^  -tbe ii^gfii^iii 
arn3j[^ena|)le4^j  i^fe  ife^i'i^aj^  li^f^^e^S^Td 

discig^'aggjl^nd  !^^i^beaft^^^^     W<^re  ,gi^y;  ^^..JJ^j Jllinpi^  y^m^^aai 

witb  tbe  slow  and  unsuccessful  movements  of  tbeir  officers,  that  

tbey  sougbt  to  make  Q-en.  Dodge, tbeir  commander,  (I say  iigt  tbia?  * 

of  G^n5HENRY'gedaa/^^^iwi-&iibimi-tbe353fW8r^ft^ 

would  no  doubt  bave  been  fortunate  for  Gen.  Dodge  bad  tbis  satis- 
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it  wai&'  the-  j eal^asi^  of      -IRlirrois-  officerr .t6ward#0efL  'ITodg]^^  J 
grdwin'g  ont^'f  this  daliBf,  %hicli  iias'  give^  nso  to  tKe  'f^se  Vta|e-",^ 
melits  i*^^^#g-tb'e  ^Dn€uct  of  Gen.  ©odqe"  u'poii  jthe '^casipn^^^^ 
allU'd^dE to'-ki '^6T.'T^m^^^\st6i^7'  It  ff~b1it" J lisl  to  sav^ an S. tjdo 


moveMeiit-of^  tfe6  €r6of)s^fiich  Bad  Vtenaencj  to  overtake  th^  In-  ^ 
dian^'^&B  t^rffiinat^J  l'l¥#ai;/ was  %uggestet^^       lifge'd'ferwariS^  , 
by  Gen.  Dodge;  and  if  any  fi'i^tciflarTiredit  i#due  to^^^ 
dividiBaf  foT  tiie~eu6<jee8f51  teprntnation  of  thenar, it  is  berfainly 
dua  t<yGeji;-Bo©<?!E--  -X^m  ^onMentln-  My  6wtrniM,%'M'  f  liave 
heardi^.the'^^reiimri  -^t^n  firniiiiJen-in       BlinoiS  fofees,"  ag  well  'a^',^' 
men  of  this  country,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  prompt  anij 
energetk:BEibv@tnjetft8  of  "GeiJ.  'DoDGE^-^he"  luffinV  \?ot9d  "have"^ 
madeihemsei^j&s  ma^t^lB-<5f  41^  (Je^pfte  G^eh.  Alimmo^^^'^^ 

an(tiha  "liS'ttc^e/  army,^  as  it^aB  calfe^:'^  TEis^wats  the'lihivfers^^'  '^^ 
imprmsidn  an#  exj)res8id*j?  "jil  ^he-  linie  t>f  ^all  - tmpreju'iiced  '  f  'er- 
sonsiv ;  -  vT^.:.  ..L  ...M-T-  rr:-:!.      J-  --.^  £^^.i.^ 

giveir  .GeB.  Dodge  ilhe  W^it  o^^  ||-»^^ 
ThesBrme^  ariisamy^of  tife^S,  ^#ipftelroi»^atfel  ^^^^tMSi^^'-^ 
camp^kept:lr£)i:^d^y  5^  €a^,-^^  ^tv'irr  ifilifi 

by  jealons  and  unsatisfied  officers,  and  had  it  not  been  for  th^'"^^^ 
supgidor «aga^it^:  of  Gov.-FeRD,  bf 'Iirinoi^ifif^^xt^^^  ISMl^. 
and-naisigidlfi^tFfa*t^Mdtf  Gen-.^  'D^ikjfi!Hoofe,'-a^  md^^  ^ 

BlaTiMHa<mk  .^i»?ti^"tfW ^f^obably-nerv^i-lmFe  ^^err'  'ki^SWte— ^'"^ 
HoW'loiEg  iit^ia^ieik  '^mzk^  >tlii&  -diseoWryf  w%  ir'e-'iM  WoMecf?^'"^^ 
Butim€:1iirB^.ls"-:<^rtaiin,  ^hairiiii^^-^a^e  Wlgfit  uM  ^^oiit  '"^ 
yeais  adfte^itbie  xjii-obi^stafic^  -took  |)M5e,%cl'^bt'^6tf!!iii  ^^Sf  *'fii:e  ^'^^ 
author;-  and  »^^ty:j<J il'  Bol'-qpiteil^ll^^ M»¥olr?6^^oPififoM^ftSi. ^^'^ 
hadpaBseii:iD4^of.-existefe^et  'c-vb  o-:  Ilh?  r:o-  ■>:.£  O:!  eaoL^ad 

I  have  not  the  least  fears,  but  that  a  just  and  discriminatirig'^^^"^ 
pub^clivdll  teMil^.ii*&§otet  4^^ 

to  them(&t45^ifao<^^eii^3^^^lna^ol  '^-^^ 
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the  publication  of  the  battle  ot  the  Wisconsin  in  such  a  way  as  to 
rob  General  Henry  of  his  merit  in  that  affair,  I  know  nothing, 
and  moreover  do  not  believe  there  is  one  word  of  truth  in  it.  I 
know  that  the  account  published  in  that  paper  (the  Galenian)  of 
that  battle,  as  well  as  all  others,  was  substantially  true,  and  I  also 
know  that  Gen.  Heney  was  too  bold  and  daring  a  man  to  have 
passed  unnoticed  any  such  low  and  cowardly  conduct.  Neither 
would  Gen.  Dod&e  or  Dr.  Philleo  (who  was  a  brave  and  warm- 
hearted man,  and  an  old  friend  and  acquaintance  of  Gen.  Henry) 
have  been  guilty  of  any  such  meanness. 

The  letter  which  purports  to  have  been  written  by  Gov.  Ford, 
to  Gen.  Dodge  may  have  been  written,  but  I  am  confident  no  such 
letter  was  ever  received  by  Gen.  Dodge — at  least,  I  never  heard 
of  it. 

Gov.  Ford  endeavors  to  throw  disrespect  upon  Gen.  Dodge  for 
assuming  to  be  Colonel  commanding  Michigan  volunteers,  when 
in  fact  he  was  only  Major,  as  Gov.  Ford  calls  him.  If  Got.  Ford 
had  been  correctly  informed  on  this  subject,  as  he  should  have 
been  upon  all  others  about  which  he  wrote,  he  would  have  known 
that  Gen.  Dodge  was  in  fact  Colonel  commanding  Michigan  volun- 
teers. We  were  then  under  Michigan  jurisdiction,  and  General 
Dodge  was  appointed  Colonel  by  Gen.  Cass,  the  Governor  of  the 
then  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  his  forces  were  Michigan  volun- 
teers. 

I  have  already  extended  this  communication  much  beyond 
what  I  contemplated  in  the  out-start.  I  am  well  aware,  that  my 
communication  is  not  written  in  the  same  interesting,  racy  and 
spicy  manner  as  Gov.  Ford  wrote,  but  it  contains  facts  derived 
mostly  from  my  own  personal  knowledge,  and  the  remainder  from 
the  most  reliable  sources,  and  as  you  no  doubt  had  no  motive  in 
the  publication  of  Gov.  Ford's  chapters,  except  that  justice  should 
be  done  to  all,  you  will  no  doubt  readily  give  this  the  same  pub- 
licity. 

I  would  here  remark,  that  I  have  not  been  prompted  to  write 
this  communication  by  any  feelings  of  obligation  to  Gen.  Dodge, 
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or  any  one  else  ;  but  solely  that  justice  may  be  done  him,  as  well 
as  others  concerned. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  PARKISON,  Jb. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  12. 


FURTHER  STRICTURES  ON  GOV.  FORD'S  HISTORY  OF  THE 
BLACK  HAWK  WAR. 

BY  GEN.  CHARLES  BRACKEN. 

A  STATEMENT  OF  THE  M0YEMENT8  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TROOPS  PRIOR  AND  LEADING  TO 
THE  BATTLES  OF  WISCONSIN  HEIGHTS  AND  THE  BAD  AX. 

Gen.  "Wm.  E.  Smith,  Pres't  of  the  Wis.  State  His.  Society : 

Sir  : — Some  time  in  the  spring  of  1847,  Captain  James  H.  Gen- 
try called  on  me,  as  I  understood,  at  the  request  of  Gen.  Henry 
Dodge,  stating  that  Governor  Ford  had  in  some  lectures  deliv- 
ered by  him  the  previous  winter  before  the  Illinois  Legislature  at 
Springfield,  in  that  State,  made  numerous  mis-statements  with 
regard  to  General  Dodge,  touching  events  in  the  Blach  Hawh  ~' 
war^  requesting  me,  who  had  served  on  his  staff, and  as  one  fam- 
iliar with  those  events,  to  make  a  statement  of  them  in  writing ; 
more  particularly  as  to  the  means  used  by  him  at  Fort  Winneba- 
go, to  ascertain  precisely  the  whereabouts  of  Black  Hawk  and 
his  warriors,  and  to  induce  Generals  Henry  and  Alexander  to 
disobey  the  orders  of  General  Atkinson,  (which  required  them  to 
return  to  his  camp  by  the  same  route  by  which  they  had  marched 
to  the  fort,)  as  by  returning  to  Kock  River  in  a  more  northerly 
direction,  they  would  place  the  enemy  between  Atkinson  and 
themselves,  and  thereby  force  them  to  battle. 

*  Lieut.  Beacken  acted  as  aid  to  Gen.  Dodge,  and  adjutant  of  Dodge's  regiment,  and  was  the  only 
Officer  of  Dodge's  command  who  was  mounted  during  the  battle  of  Wisconsin  Heights.  Gen.  Braokex 
lias  been  long  and  prominently  in  public  life,  and  served  as  representative  in  tltuee  sessions  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial Legislature— 1839-40.  L.  C.  D. 


Such  statement  I  then  declined  making,  which  I  now  very 
much  regret,  because  I  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  General  Dodge 
to  refute  by  any  other  than  his  own  statement  the  many  misrep- 
resentations with  regard  to  himself,  which  were  summed  up  in  a 
letter  addressed  by  Governor  Foed  to  him,  dated  from  YersailleSj 
Brown  county.  111.,  April  13th,  1847.  I  further  regret  that  I  did 
not  make  such  statement  at  that  time,  because,  if  submitted  to 
Governor  FoiiD,  it  might  have  been  the  means  of  eniightening 
him  on  the  subject,  and  thereby  prevented  him  from  publishing 
many  misrepresentations  that  now  appear  in  his  book  as  history. 

Having  very  lately  perused  Gov.  Foed's  history,  and  seen  in  it 
so  many  m.isrepresentatioDS,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  it 
is  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  future,  and  an  act  of  justice  which  I 
owe  to  Gen.  Dodge,  to  state  what  I  personally  know,  more  par- 
ticularly regarding  the  movements  under  Dodge  and  Henry  from 
Fort  Winnebago,  by  which  the  Indians  were  overtaken  and  de- 
feated at  the  Wisconsin  ;  wherein  I  differ  materially  from  Gover* 
nor  FoKD,  as  well  as  in  some  other  matters  touching  that  campaign. 

It  is  my  intention  to  place  this  statement  in  the  archive?  of 
your  Society,  but  before  I  do  so,  I  submit  it  to  the  public  in  print,* 
so  that  if  I  have  made  any  misrepresentations,  they  may  be  cor- 
rected. I  will  here  state,  that  in  my  narrative  of  the  war,  pub- 
lished in  your  History  of  Wisconsin,  at  page  219  in  the  third  vol- 
ume, you  say,  a  detachment  of  some  250  men,  consisting  of  the 
commands  of  Henry,  Posey,  Alexander  and  Dodge."  You 
should  have  said,  Dodge's  command  of  about  250  men,  together 
with  Henry's  and  Alexander's  brigades,"  I  merely  refer  to  this 
error  in  your  history,  because,  if  not  corrected,  there  would  ap- 
pear to  be  a  discrepancy  between  it  and  my  present  statement. 


Every  person  who  has  read  Ford's  history  of  Illinois,  willagiee 
with  the  author  of  the  introduction  to  the  work,  that  Gov.  Ford 
was  "  a  man  of  strong  feelings."    I  knew  him  personally,  and  can 


This  article  first  appeared  in  the  Mineral  Point  Detnocrat,  April  30th,  1856. 


L.  0.  B. 
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bear  my  testimony,  that  if  he  possessed  great  bitterniess  of  feel- 
ing towards  those  he  disliked  or  considered  his  enemies,  he  was 
as  warmly  devoted  to  his  friends  ;  and  saving  his  prejudices,  he 
was  truly  an  honest  man.  It  must  also  be  apparent  to  those  who 
have  perused  his  history,  that  it  has  been  compiled  principally 
from  his  recollection  of  men  and  things,  and  from  information  de- 
rived from  others.  This  is  particularly  the  case  with  regard  to 
the  Blaclc  Ilawlc  war.  Governor  Ford  did  not  serve  in  that 
war,  was  not  present  at  any  of  the  events  of  which  he  speaks,  and 
consequently  he  has  been  made  the  instrument  of  some  small 
men  in  Illinois,  who  are  their  own  trumpeters,  to  laud  their  feats 
of  arms  and  to  detract  from  others. 

About  the  first  of  July,  1832,  the  army  commanded  by  Gen. 
Atkinsoi^,  operating  against  Black  Hawk  and  his  warriors,  moved 
up  the  valley  of  Eock  Kiver.  The  right  wing,  composed  of  the 
United  States  regular  soldiers  and  Henry's  brigade  of  Illinois 
volunteers,  commanded  by  Gen.  Atkinson  in  person,  marched  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river.  Gen.  Alexander's  brigade  formed  the 
centre ;  and  the  left  wing,  consisting  of  Posey's  brigade  and  the 
miners  under  Gen.  Henry  Dodge,  rendezvoused  at  Wiota,  and 
marched  from  that  place  about  the  same  time  for  Kosh  ko-nong 
Lake. 

Gen.  Dodge's  command  consisted  of  five  companies  of  mounted 
men,  commanded  by  Captains  Gentry,  Clark,  Dickson,  Parkison 
and  Jones,  and  about  twenty  Menomonee  Indians  and  eight  or 
ten  white  men,  commanded  by  Col.  W.  S.  Hamilton.  On  the 
march,  near  Sugar  Kiver,  he  was  joined  by  Capt.  James  W.  Ste- 
phenson's company  of  about  eighty  men  from  Galena,  which  made 
his  force  fully  three  hundred  men.  1^^'ear  the  Four  Lakes,  the 
White  Crow,  or  Blind^  a  Winnebago  chief,  also  joined  him  with 
abo.it  thirty  warriors. 

Before  arriving  at  Kosh-ko-nong,  the  officers  and  men  of  Dodge's 
command  became  dissatisfied  with  Posey's  brigade.  No  one  ques- 
tioned Gen.  Posey's  courage,  and  all  admitted  him  to  be  a  gentle- 
men, yet  he  did  not  possess  the  firmness  requisite  to  command 
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volunteers ;  and  though  he  had  under  his  command  many  intelli- 
gent and  brave  men  and  good  officers,  yet  his  want  of  decision 
rendered  his  men  insubordinate  and  disorderly.  Fearful  if  we 
should  encounter  the  enemy,  that  they  would  desert  us,  and  leave 
us  to  be  overpowered  by  numbers,  the  miners  to  a  man  insisted 
on  exchanging  them  for  either  Henry's  or  Alexander's  brigade. 
This  was  effected  on  our  arriving  at  Lake  Kosh-ko-nong.  After  we 
had  pitched  our  camp  for  the  night  at  that  place,  Gen.  Dodge  re- 
paired to  Atkinson's  camp,  which  was  about  six  miles  distant,  at 
the  outlet  of  the  lake,  and  procured  an  exchange  of  Posey's  for 
Alexander's  brigade.  Gen.  Alexander  having  joined  us  early 
the  next  morning,  we  moved  up  the  west  side  of  Eock  E-iver,  and 
on  the  second  day  joined  Gen.  Atkinson  at  the  Burnt  Tillage  on 
Bark  Kiver. 

The  provisions  of  the  volunteers  being  nearly  exhausted.  Dodge's 
command,  with  Henry's  and  Alexander's  brigades,  were  ordered 
to  Fort  Winnebago,  about  fifty  miles  distant,  for  supplies.  Gen. 
Dodge  with  his  command  of  between  two  hundred  and  fifty  and 
three  hundred  men,  proceeded  in  advance  of  Henry  and  Alex- 
ander. This  was  a  movement  fraught  with  the  greatest  danger 
to  him  and  his  command ;  the  march  was  directly  toward  the  ene- 
my, who  were  estimated  at  from  800  to  1200  warriors.  Had  we 
encountered  them,  being  beyond  supporting  distance  from  the  Il- 
linois brigade,  we  must  have  been  overpowered.  Fortune,  how- 
ever, favored  us,  and  we  reached  Fort  Winnebago  on  the  evening 
of  the  second  day,  and  shortly  after  were  joined  by  Henry's  and 
Alexander's  brigades. 

On  arriving  at  the  fort.  Gen.  Dodge  at  once  set  to  work  to  find 
out  the  position  of  the  enemy  from  a  number  of  Winnebago  In- 
dians who  were  at  that  time  at  the  fort.  This  he  effected  through 
Pierre  Poquette,  a  half-breed  and  their  interpreter,  over  whom 
he  had  great  influence.  Through  him  he  learned  that  the  enemy 
were  encamped  on  Rock  Eiver,  at  a  place  now  known  as  Hustis' 
Eapids.  Having  ascertained  the  position  of  the  enemy,  his  next 
object  was  to  prevail  on  Generals  Henry  and  Alexander  to  dis- 
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obey  their  orders  from  Gen.  Atkinson,  by  varying  the  line  of 
march  in  returning  to  his  camp,  so  that,  by  striking  Eock  Eiver 
above  the  enemy,  they  would  place  them  between  Atkinson  and 
themselves,  and  as  it  was  known  that  the  Indians  were  encum- 
bered with  their  women  and  children,  they  could  be  forced  into 
a  battle. 

The  negotiation  on  this  subject  was  opened  first  with  Gen. 
Henky  by  Maj.  Jainies  W.  Stephenson,  of  the  Galena  company, 
serving  under  Gen.  Dodge.  Between  Henry  and  Stephenson  the 
closest  intimacy  existed ;  they  had  been  arraigned  together  at  Ed, 
wardsville,  111.,  for  a  high  crime,  of  which,  however,  they  had 
been  honorably  acquitted.  Maj.  Stephenson  possessed  great  influ- 
ence over  Gen.  Heney,  and  on  this  occasion  he  used  that  influ- 
ence to  induce  him  to  embrace  warmly  the  plans  of  Gen.  Dodge. 
The  co-operation  of  Henry  being  secured,  the  subject  was  then 
submitted  to  a  council  composed  of  the  superior  officers  of  the 
two  brigades.  Alexander  and  the  officers  of  his  brigade  altoge- 
ther refused  to  join  the  expedition,  and  the  officers  of  one  regi- 
ment of  Henry's  brigade  also  refused  to  march  in  that  direction, 
but  were  finally  prevailed  on  to  do  so. 

Dodge  and  Henry  having  agreed  on  their  line  of  action,  prep- 
arations were  immediately  made  for  a  march.  All  the  men  of 
of  their  respective  commands  who  were  riding  horses  that  were 
unfit  for  the  expedition,  were  discharged.  In  Dodge's  command 
these  amounted  to  about  twenty-five  men.  He  was  not  reinforced 
here  by  Craig's  company  from  Galena ;  but  that  company,  how- 
ever, subsequently  joined  him  and  did  good  service  after  we  had 
crossed  the  Wisconsin  river  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  to  Bad- 
Ax.  Having  secured  the  services  of  Foquette  and  a  number  of 
Winnebago  Indians  as  guides,  the  expedition,  numbering  about 
seven  hundred  men,  marched  on  the  16th  of  July,  in  the  direction 
of  the  enemy  on  Rock  River.  Arriving  at  an  Indian  village  on 
the  river  on  the  tliird  day,  no  indications  of  the  enemy  were  found 
other  than  some  trails  that  appeared  to  be  several  days  old.  From 
here  an  express  was  dispatched  to  Gen.  Atkinson;  this  express, 


407 


after  proceeding  a  few  miles  down  the  river,  fell  in  with  a  fresh 
trail  of  the  enemy,  evidently  bearing  towards  the  Wisconsin  river, 
and  immediately  returned  and  reported  their  discovery. 

PoQUETTE  and  the  Winnebago  Indians,  from  the  time  we  left 
the  fort,  at  all  our  halts  and  encampments,  invariably  made  their 
camp-fires  close  to  that  of  Gen.  Dodge.  No  man  who  knew  him, 
ever  suspected  the  honesty  or^patriotism  of  Poquette.  He  pos- 
sessed unbounded  influence  over  the  Indians ;  treachery  could  not 
have  existed  among  them  in  our  camp  without  his  knowing  it ; 
and  none  in  that  encampment  ever  heard  before  it  was  printed  in 
Ford's  History,  that  Major  Murray  McConnell  had  discovered 
that  those  Indians  were  treacherous  ;  that  he  had  single  handed 
and  alone,  stopped  more  than  a  dozen  of  warriors  in  their  flight 
from  our  camp,  carried  them  to  the  quarters  of  General  Henry, 
where  they  confessed  their  treason — and  all  this  too  without  the 
assistance  of  Poquette,  their  interpreter,  the  only  man  in  the  camp 
who  c  )i\ld  render  into  English  a  single  word  they  said  !* 

*  Whetlier  Gov.  Ford  liaa  made  some  mistake  in  this  matter,  we  know  not,  but  Gov.  Reynolds,  in  his 
recent  Lif?.  and  Times,  seems  to  corroborate  it.  Reynolds  states,  that  on  the  second  day's  march  of 
Qen.  Hjenry  and  Col.  Dodge  from  Fort  Winnebago,  their  spies  sezied  two  unarmed  Indians  who  said 
they  were  Winnebagoes,  but  the  whites  considered  them  as  Sauks,  and  spies  of  Black  Hawk  ;  and  with 
this  impression,  they  were  confined.  That  upon  the  return  of  Adjutants  "Woodbeidge  and  Merriman,  and 
their  Indian  guide,  a  chief  called  Little Thctnder,  when  Woodbridge  narrowly  escaped  being  shot  by  one 
of  the  sentinels  in  the  dark,  the  two  Indian  prisoners,  who  had  heard  from  Little  Thunder  that^the  traif 
of  Black  Hawk's  band  had  been  discovered,  managed  to  effect  their  escape,  but  were  re-captured  in  thig 
wtBB:  "Major  McConnell,"  s^ys  Gov.  Reynolds,  "had  been  out  about  dark  reconnoitering  some  dis- 
tance from  the  main  army  with  another  person,  and  had  found  the  Indian  trail  of  Black  Hawk.  The 
individual  returned  alone  to  the  army,  and  reported  the  fact.  Just  at  dark— McConnell  was  still  reconnoi- 
tering—two  Indians  came  through  some  brush-wood,  within  ten  yards  of  him,  and  one  of  them  gave  an 
Indian  whoop,  evidently  showing  great  alarm.  McConnell  supposed  the  Indians  were  the  enemy,  and 
was  about  shooting,  when  one  of  them  cried  out  in  tolerable  English,  'Good  Indian,  me  I— good  Win- 
nebago !'  McConnell  immediately  discovered  that  they  were  the  two  prisoners  who  had  been  marching 
with  the  army.  He  captured  them,  and  tied  their  hands  behind  their  backs,  and  marched  them  to  camp. 
In  this  enterprise  with  the  Indians,  and  throughout  the  whole  campaign.  Major  McConnell  displayed. 
efiSciency  and  courage  as  a  soldier  and  an  officer,  which  won  for  him  the  approbation  of  the  whole  army. 
The  Indian  prisoners  confessed  their  guilt,  that  they  were  spies  for  Black  Hawk.  They  expected  to  be 
shot ;  but  the  General  did  not  proclaim  their  guilt,  and  they  were  spared.  The  General  acted  with  ha. 
manity,  as  the  army  was  then  nearly  on  the  Indian  trail,  and  the  spies  could  do  no  injury  to  the  whites, 
and  to  destroy  two  deluded,  unarmed  human  beings,  after  their  having  been  prisoners  for  some  time, 
seemed  to  be  a  cruel  act.  The  General  was  compelled  to  exercise  much  care  over  the  Indians,  or  some 
volunteer  might  have  shot  them,  if  the  fact  had  been  known."  Maj .  McConnell  still  lives,  and  is  a  weH 
known  citizen  of  Illinois.  L.  C.  D. 
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Having  by  the  discovery  of  the  express  got  hold  of  something 
tangible  with  regard  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy,  the  pursuit 
commenced  early  next  morning.  It  was  rapid  and  persevering 
until  we  reached  the  Third  Lake,  early  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
second  day.  Here  Gen.  Heney  refused  to  advance,  until  a  neck 
of  land.,  formed  by  the  junction  of  a  creek  with  the  lake,  over 
which  the  trail  of  the  Indians  led,  •and  which  was  covered  with  a 
heavy  growth  of  underbrush,  had  been  examined  by  our  spies, 
under  Capt.  Jo.  Dickson.  After  this  was  efiected,  it  was  deemed 
too  late  for  a  further  advance  that  evening,  and  we  encamped  for 
the  night  on  the  bank  of  the  lake. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  pursuit  was  renewed.  An  Indian 
who  was  sick  and  unable  to  travel,  was  shot  the  moment  the  eye  of 
Capt.  Feed.  Dickson,  of  Capt.  Jo.  Dickson's  company  of  spies, 
fell  on  him,  he  not  being  aware  that  the  Indian  was  sick.  This 
Indian  was  killed  on  the  bank  of  Third  Lake,  within  less  than  one 
half  mile  of  where  the  Capitol  now  stands.  Another  sick  or  dis- 
abled Indian  who  begged  for  quarters  was  shot  by  Dr.  Phillbo 
during  the  pursuit.  In  falling,  the  Indian  discharged  his  gun,  and 
wounded  a  young  man  of  Claek's  company,  of  Dodge's  command. 

The  advance,  from  the  time  we  left  Kock  Kiver,  preceded  by 
Capt,  Jo.  Dickson's  spies,  was  led  by  Col.  W.  L.  D.  Ewing's  bat- 
talion of  Heney  s  brigade,  the  order  of  march  being  in  two  col- 
umns. Dodge's  command  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  slow 
gait  at  which  Ewing's  battalion  led  the  pursuit,  reasoned  among 
themselves  that  it  was  safer  to  dash  ahead,  overtake  the  enemy, 
and  fight  them  on  terra  firma^  than  to  suffer  them  to  reach  the 
islands  of  the  Wisconsin,  where  if  we  advanced  on  them,  we 
would  be  without  cover  and  liable  to  be  shot  in  the  water.  They 
therefore  insisted  on  Gen.  Dodge's  taking  the  lead  and  engaging 
the  enemy  with  his  command.  For  this  purpose  the  heads  of  our 
columns,  striking  off  at  a  brisk  trot,  were  inclined  to  the  right 
and  left  of  Ewing's  battalion.  On  seeing  this  movement,  that 
officer  urged  his  men  forward  with  blows  and  curses,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  keeping  up  with  us,  and  held  a  position  in  our  centre. 
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In  this  order  we  advanced  rapidly,  halting  and  forming  once  or 
twice  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  appeared  in  some  numhers  in  our 
front,  until  we  arrived  near  the  Wisconsin  bottom,  where  the 
horse  guard  was  told  off,  and  the  men  dismounted.  This  had 
scarcely  been  effected,  when  Capt.  Dickson  and  his  spies  came 
galloping  over  a  ridge  a  little  in  advance  of  us,  pursued  by  a 
number  of  the  enemy.  The  columns  immediately  advanced, 
Swing's  battalion  forming  the  centre,  to  the  top  of  the  ridge,  and 
formed  in  line  by  wheeling  the  heads  of  columns  to  the  right. 
One  fire  from  our  line  caused  the  Indians  to  retreat  as  rapidly  as 
they  had  advanced.  We  occupied  this  position  until  the  arrival 
of  General  Henry  with  Collins',  Jones'  and  Fey's  regiments, 
who,  owing  to  our  rapid  advance,  had  been  left  far  in  the  rear. 
During  this  delay,  the  enemy  were  concentrating  their  forces  on 
a  hill  that  commanded  our  position,  about  two  hundred  yards 
in  advance  of  us,  and  kept  up  a  constant  fire  on  our  line  for  fully 
one  hour  before  Henky  arrived,  and  arrangements  were  made  to 
charge  them.  When  the  line  of  battle  was  formed,  Dodge's  com- 
mand, including  Ewing's  battalion,  formed  the  right  wing  ;  Fey's 
regiment  was  ordered  to  occupy  a  position  on  our  right,  to  pre- 
vent the  Indians  from  out-flanking  us  when  we  charged,  consO' 
quently  this  regiment  was  not  in  the  action.  As  I  before  re- 
marked, owing  to  the  delay  of  General  Heney  in  coming  up,  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy  had  concentrated  in  front  of  Dodge's 
command.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  Indian  commander,  who 
occupied  a  high  mound  which  overlooked  our  position,  was  de- 
ceived by  the  movement  of  Fey's  regiment  to  our  right.  He 
reasonably  supposed  that  movement  was  to  cut  him  off  from  his 
women  and  children  at  the  river.  He  was  distinctly  heard  giving 
an  order  to  his  warriors  in  a  loud  voice,  who  immediately  re- 
treated. That  the  Indian  commander  fell  into  this  error,  is  con- 
firmed from  the  fact,  that  just  previous  to  the  charge,  the  hill 
fronting  the  right  wing  was  covered  with  Indians,  and  although 
our  advance  was  over  open  ground  and  in  full  view  of  the  enemy, 
yet  we  had  none  killed  and  but  one  man  wounded,  in  reaching 
52 
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the  position  occupied  by  them"^".  The  actioD  lasted  but  a  short 
time  after  tije  charge.  In  front  of  Dodge's  command  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  Indians  were  killed.  The  greater  part  of  the 
Winnebago  Indians  who  accompanied  us  from  the  fort,  hid  in 
sink  holes  or  sheltered  behind  trees,  except  the  White  Pawnee 
and  the  son  of  White  Ckow,  who  together  with  Poquette  fell 
into  our  ranks,  and  fought  uncovered  like  white  men.  All  the 
Indians,  together  with  Poquette,  started  for  Fort  Winnebago  im- 
mediately after  the  action. 

I  have,  in  as  condensed  a  manner  as  possible,  given  the  move- 
ments of  General  Dodge  and  the  volunteers  under  his  command, 
from  the  time  we  joined  Posey  at  Wiota,  until  the  close  of  the 
battle  of  the  Wisconsin.  I  have  shown  conclusively,  if  credit  is 
due  to  any  one  for  having  overtaken  Black  Hawk  and  his  forces, 
and  defeating  them  at  the  Wisconsin,  it  is  to  G-eneral  Dodge.  He 
planned  the  enterprise,  and  owing  to  the  generous  support  he  re- 
ceived from  Gen.  Heney,  carried  it  out.  If  he  was  not  the  actual 
commander,  he  was  virtually  so.  He  was  the  only  officer  holding 
the  rank  of  Colonel  (the  highest  rank  to  which  he  30uld  be  ap- 
pointed under  the  Territorial  law)  commissioned  by  the  Governor 
of  Michigan  west  of  the  lake.  He  was  from  this  appointment 
sole  commander  of  the  militia  within  the  territory  which  was  the 
seat  of  war,  and  from  the  extent  of  his  command  entitled  to  the 
rank  of  a  Brigadier  General.  He  had  been  appointed  in  the  reg- 
ular service  as  commander  of  United  States  Rangers,  in  which 
corps  General  Henry  had  been  appointed  to  a  captaincy  under 

*  The  Indian  commander  was  Black  Hawk  himself,  if  we  may  credit  his  own  narrative  of  that  af- 
iSair.  "  I  was  mounted  on  a  fine  horse,"  says  Black  Hawk,  "  and  was  pleased  to  see  my  warriors  ao 
brave.  I  addressed  them  in  a  loud  voice,  telling  them  to  stand  their  ground,  and  never  yield  it  to  the 
enemy.  At  this  time,  I  was  on  the  rise  of  a  hill,  where  I  wished  to  form  my  warriors,  that  we  might 
have  some  advantage  over  the  whites.  But  the  enemy  succeeded  in  gaining  this  point,  which  cnra- 
I>elled  us  to  fall  back  into  a  deep  ravine,  from  which  we  continued  firing  at  them,  and  they  at  us,  until 
it  grew  dark.  My  horse  having  been  wounded  twice  during  this  engagement,  and  fearing,  from  his  lose 
of  blood,  that  he  would  soon  give  out — and  finding  that  the  enemy  would  not  come  near  enough  to 
receive  our  fire,  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening — and  knowing  that  our  women  and  children  had  had  suffi- 
cient time  to  reach  the  island  in  the  Wisconsin,  I  ordered  xny  warriors  to  return,  in  different  routes . 
and  meet  eie  at  the  Wisconsin— and  were  astonished  to  find  that  the  enemy  were  not  disposed  to  pur- 
009  us."  L.  C.  D. 


idifr}''"  He  was  by  many  years  the  senior  of  General  Henry,  and 
had'been  a  Major  General  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  held  an 
important  command  on  that  frontier  in  the  war  of  1812,  when 
General  Henby  was  in  his  boyhood^.  That  General  Henry  vir- 
tually yielded  the  command,  and  implicitly  entrusted  himself  and 
his  brigade  to  the  direction  of  General  Dodge,  are  apparent  from 
his  declitiing  to  write  letters,  although  urged  to  do  so,  claiming 
the  honor  of  the  expedition  and  victory. 

General  Henry  was  truly  a  soldier,  bravest  among  the  brave! 
He  was,  however,  young  and  inexperienced  in  warfare  of  any 
kind.  Being  patriotic  and  without  vanity,  and  anxious  to  put  an 
end  to  the  war,  he  had  the  good  sense  to  know,  that  he  did  not 
detract  from  his  own  merits  by  yielding  to  the  guidance  of  one 
having  the  age  and  experience  of  Gen.  Dodge. 

Governor  Ford  states,  that  after  the  battle  of  the  Wisconsin, 
General  Dodge,  in  styling  himself  Colonel  of  Michigan  volun- 
teers, assumed  a  rank  to  which  he  was  not  entitled  ;  he  being  the 
commander  of  a  small  battalion  ;"  and  that  he  travelled  out  of 
the  line  of  his  duty  when  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Fort  Crawford  (now  Prairie  du  Cbien)  informing 
him  of  the  victory  over  the  Indians,  and  advising  him  of  the 
course  that  ought  to  be  adopted,  if  the  enemy  attempted  to  reach 
the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  by  descending  the  Wisconsin 
Eiver.  I  have  heretofore  explained  the  command  Gen.  Dodge 
held  in  the  Michigan  militia,  consequently  he  assumed  no  rank 
to  which  he  was  not  entitled  ;  and  in  advising  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Crawford  of  the  course  he  thought  it  proper  for 
him  to  pursue  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  Indians,  he  did  no 
more  than  his  duty. 

It  having  been  ascertained,  that  our  supplies  of  provisions  were 
not  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  pursue  die  enemy  across  the  Wis- 
consin, and  being  also  encumbered  with  a  number  of  wounded, 

•  And  in  that  war,  it  may  further  be  added,  that  Gen.  Heney's  father  served  under  Gen.  Dodge  ; 
and  hence  it  is  not  strange,  that  Gen.  Henrt  should  have  paid  great  deference  and  respect  to  the  opin- 
ions of  Gen.  Dodge,  who  was  so  much  his  senior  in  years,  and  his  superior  in  military  experience* 

L.  C.  D. 
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it  was  thought  advisable  to  return  to  the  Blue  Mounds,  which 
could  be  plainly  seen  from  an  eminence  near  the  battle  ground. 
On  our  arrival  there,  Dodge's  command,  including  Stephenson's 
company*,  were  ordered  to  their  respective  posts,  with  orders  to 
rendezvous  at  Helena  on  the  Wisconsin,  as  soon  as  General  At- 
kinson should  arrive  there  with  the  regular  forces. 

Governor  Foed  asserts  that  General  Atkinson  and  the  officers 
of  the  regular  army,  were  so  chagrined  at  the  success  of  General 
Heney  in  overtaking  and  conquering  the  Indians  at  the  Wiscon- 
sin, that  in  the  pursuit  from  the  Wisconsin  to  the  Bad  Ax,  Gen. 
Atkinson  placed  the  regular  soldiers  in  the  advance,  and  General 
Heney  and  his  brigade  in  the  rear,  to  guard  the  baggage.  This 
is  very  far  from  the  truth.  From  the  commencement  of  the 
march  from  the  Wisconsin,  Dodge's  command  occupied  the  post 
of  honor,  forming  the  advanced  guard,  supported  by  the  regular 
soldiers  under  Col.  Z.  Taylor  ;  Illinoisians,  with  Heney's  as  the 
leading  brigade,  bringing  up  the  rear.  That  Heney's  brigade 
may  have  marched  next  to  the  baggage  train  of  the  regular  army 
is  no  doubt  true,  but  not  as  its  guard. 

It  cannot  be  questioned  that  Generals  Atkinson  and  Brady, 
Colonels  Z.  Taylor  and  Davenport,  and  the  officers  of  the  regu- 
lar army  serving  under  them,  were  well  qualified  to  judge  of  the 
qualifications  and  merits  of  Dodge  and  Heney — no  newspaper 
puffs  could  impose  on  them — they  well  knew  to  whom  to  attribute 
the  movement  from  Fort  Winnebago,  by  which  the  enemy  was 
overtaken  and  defeated  at  the  Wisconsin,  and  those  officers  felt 
that  the  regular  army  was  not  degraded  when  the  post  of  honor 
was  occupied,  in  the  pursuit  to  the  Bad  Ax,  by  General  Dodge  and 
the  volunteers  under  his  command. 

From  Governor  Ford's  account  of  the  battle  of  the  Bad  Ax,  it 
would  also  appear,  as  if  the  action  was  alone  fought  and  won  by 
Henry  and  his  brigade,  while  General  Atkinson,  with  the  regular 


•  Col.  D.  M.  Parkison,  in  his  narrative,  page  355  of  this  volume,  states,  that  "  nearlj  all"  of  Capt. 
Stephenson's  company,  with  himself  at  their  head,  left  Dodge  and  Henrt  at  Fort  Winnebago,  and  r«. 
ttirned  to  the  Mining  country.  D. 
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soldiers  and  Dodgers  volunteers,  were  following  an  ignis  fataus  up 
the  river. 

Early  in  the  morning,  the  spies  under  Capt.  Jo.  Dickson  had  a 
skirmish  with  the  Indians,  in  which  he  had  one  of  his  men  severe- 
ly wounded.  Later  in  the  day,  after  the  regular  troops  and  Dodge's 
volunteers  had  formed  in  line  and  advanced  nearly  to  the  top  of 
the  bluff  overlooking  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  Dickson  again  attack- 
ed the  enemy  on  the  river  bottom.  Directed  by  the  sound  of  his 
guns,  the  regulars  and  Dodge's  volunteers  marched  directly  down 
the  bluff  to  his  support.  When  they  arrived  on  the  ground,  they 
found  Dickson  severely  wounded,  and  Gen.  Henry,  who  with  his 
brigade  had  followed  the  Indian  trail  down  a  ravine  to  our  left 
that  led  to  the  river,  was  on  the  ground,  supporting  Dickson. 
From  the  point  at  which  Dickson  was  wounded,  the  enemy  was 
followed  down  the  river  some  distance,  when  both  the  regular 
troops  and  Dodge's  command  were  engaged  with  them ;  and  that 
they  had  the  severest  encounter  with  the  enemy  is  apparent  from 
the  number  of  men  they  had  killed  and  wounded,  which  on  the 
part  of  the  regular  troops  amounted  to  seventeen,'^  and  on  that  of 
Dodge's  to  seven  more,  to  wit :  Captain  Joseph  Dickson,  Sergeant 
George  Willa.rd,  privates  Smith,  Hood,  Lowery,  Skinner  and 
Payne  ;  of  these,  Smith,  Hood  and  Lowery  died  of  their  wounds. 
In  Henry's  brigade  there  were  but  five  men  killed  and  wounded.f 
On  the  part  of  the  enemy,  I  saw  but  one  dead  squaw  and  one  war- 
rior; there  were,  however,  a  large  number  of  squaws  and  children 
taken  prisoners. 

In  the  pursuit  from  the  Wisconsin  to  the  Bad  Ax,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  Indians  v^ere  greatly  distressed  by  starvation  and 
sickness ;  numbers  of  dead  warriors,  women  and  children  were 
found  along  their  trail.  Their  principal  subsistence  seemed  to  be 
roots  and  the  bark  of  trees;  where  they  killed  a  horse  for  food, 
there  was  no  vestage  of  the  animal  left  but  the  hair.   The  day 

•(Jen.  Atkinson's  ofiScial  report  states  the  loss  of  the  regulars  at  five  killed  and  four  wounded 
and  nine  killed  and  wounded  of  the  Illinois  volunteers.  L.  C.  D. 


t  The  ofiBcial  report  Bays  seven  killed  and  wounded. 


L.  C.  D. 
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before  they  were  overtaken  by  the  army,  they  were  encountered 
on  the  Mississippi  River  by  the  steam-boat  Warrior,  on  board  of 
which  were  a  number  of  United  States  soldiers,  under  Lieutenant 
Kingsbury,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery ;  these  checked  their  re- 
treat across  the  river  until  towards  night,  when  the  boat  was  com- 
pelled to  fall  back  to  Prairie  du  Chien  for  a  supply  of  fuel.  Hav- 
ing supplied  herself,  she  returned  the  next  day  at  the  close  of  the 
battle.  After  transporting  a  detachment  of  United  States  soldiers 
under  Col.  Z.  Tatlok,  to  two  large  islands  in  front  of  the  battle 
ground,  where  it  was  supposed  there  was  a  number  of  the  enemy, 
she  left  next  day,  carrying  General  Atkinson,  his  staff,  and  nearly 
all  the  U.  S.  troops  and  wounded  down  the  river  to  Fort  Crawford. 
A  short  time  previous  to  her  departure,  the  celebrated  Sioux  chief 
Wa-ba-shaw,  with  a  number  of  warriors,  reported  himself  to  Gen. 
Atkinson.  He  was  immediately  dispatched  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  little  remnant  of  Black  Hawk's  band  of  men, 
women  and  children  who  had  escaped  into  their  own  country  from 
starvation  and  the  bayonets  and  bullets  of  the  white  man,  were 
nearly  all  exterminated  by  that  chief  and  his  warriors,  their  here- 
ditary foes.*  CHARLES  BRACKEN. 
April,  1856. 


*  Black  Hawk  thus  speaks  of  this  needless  cruelty  :  «<  On  my  arrival  at  Prairie  du  Cliien,  I  found 
to  my  sorrow,  that  a  large  body  of  Sioux  had  pursued  and  kUled  a  number  of  our  women  and  children, 
■who  had  got  safely  across  the  Mississippi  The  whites  ought  not  to  have  permitted  such  conduct — 
none  but  cowards  would  ever  have  been  guilty  of  such  cruelty,  which  has  always  been  practised  on  our 
nation  by  the  Sioux." 

Another  incident  of  the  war,  which  is  nowhere  mentioned  in  the  narratives  of  the  "Wisconsin  sur- 
yivors  of  the  war,  was  this— gathered  from  Black  Hawk's  autoMograph}^,  and  Gen.  Atkinson's  report 
of  Bad  As  battle.  That  after  the  battle  of  "Wisconsin  Heights,  a  party  of  Black  Hawk's  followers  de- 
scended the  "Wisconsin,  hoping  to  escape  to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  that  they  might  return 
home*  But  Capt,  LoOMi3,  who  commanded  the  garrison  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  Gen.  Street  the  In- 
dian Agent,  had  placed  a  detachment,  a  short  distance  above  the  mouth  of  the  Wiscousin,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Kitner,  who  fired  upon  the  distressed  and  forlorn  Indians — capturing  thirty- 
two  women  and  children,  and  four  men,  and  killing  some  fifteen  men;  and  Black  Hawk  adds,  that 
««  others  were  drowned,  and  the  balance  escaped  to  the  woods  and  perished  with  hunger  ;  among  this 
party  were  many  women  and  children."  It  is  stated  in  the  Galena  Gazette,  of  August  6th,  that  on  the 
4th  of  that  month,  "a  party  of  fifteen  men  from  Cassville,  under  command  of  Captain  Price,  -were  re- 
connoitering  the  country  between  that  place  and  the  "Wisconsin,  and  fell  upon  a  fresh  Sauk  trail,  mak- 
ing towards  the  Mississippi.  They  rushed  with  full  speed  of  horses,  and  soon  came  upon,  killed  and 
took  prisoners  to  the  number  of  twelve."  This  party  of  gauks  were  probably  some  of  those  who  had 
escaped  from  Lieut.  Ritner'S  attack.  •  L.  C.  D. 
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APPENDIX  No.  13. 


SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ADVENT  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
INDIANS  INTO  WISCONSIN. 

BY  GEN.  ALBERT  G.  ELLIS. 

The  Holland  Land  Company  had,  for  many  years,  held  the  pre- 
emption right  of  purchase  from  the  Indians,  to  most  of  the  land 
of  Western  'New  York,  having  derived  it  from  Massachusetts 
originally,  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  State  of  New  York.  A 
large  purchase  was  made  of  the  Indians,  by  Phelps  and  Gorham, 
of  nearly  all  the  lands  east  of  Genesee  Eiver.  Of  the  balance, 
lying  west  of  that  river,  a  large  cession  was  made  to  that  com- 
pany, at  a  council  of  the  Senecas,  held  at  Geneseo,  in  Sept.  1797; 
excepting  certain  reservations.  These  reservations  were  large,  and 
included  the  most  choice  parts  of  the  whole. 

"In  1810,  the  Holland  Land  Company  sold  all  their  pre-emp- 
tive right  to  the  Indian  reservations  to  David  A.  Ogden^  for  fifty 
cents  per  acre."  Mr,  Ogden  and  his  associates  in  this  purchase 
were  afterward  known  as  the  Ogden  Company."  Up  to  1817, 
they  had  succeeded  in  extinguishing  but  a  part  of  the  Indian  title ; 
the  large  reservations  of  Cattaraugus,  Alleghany,  Tonnewanda, 
Tuscarora,  and  Buffalo,  still  remaining.  The  anxiety  of  the  com- 
pany to  effect  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  these  re- 
servations, and  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  had  exhibited  itself  in 
various  forms,  and  sundry  unsuccessful  efforts,  for  years.  In  this 
year,  a  new  plan  was  conceived,  and  its  accomplishment  set  on 
foot,  to  wit : — to  secure  in  the  West,  by  consent  and  aid  of  the 
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General  Government,  an  extensive  grant  of  lands  from  the  west- 
ern tribes,  as  a  home  or  hunting  ground  for  the  several  tribes 
holding  the  reservations  in  Western  New  York.  This  plan  was 
pondered  with  great  care,  thoroughly  matured,  decided  and  acted 
upon  by  the  Ogden  company,  with  equal  skill  and  vigor.  One 
of  the  first  steps,  was  to  secure  the  consent  and  co-operation  of  the 
War  Department,  which  was  obtained. 

A  band  of  Indians,  known  as  the  Stockbridges — more  proper- 
ly the  Mo-he-kun-nuckS' — had  moved  from  Massachusetts  at  an 
early  day,  having  obtained  a  cession  of  some  five  by  seven  miles 
square  from  the  Oneidas,  on  the  southern  border  of  their  reser- 
vation, in  the  county  of  Oneida,  N.  Y.  The  Mo-he-kun-nucks  sold 
off  a  small  tract  on  their  southern  border,  to  a  few  associated  In- 
dians from  the  remnants  of  various  bands  of  ISTew  England  tribes, 
now  known  as  the  Brothertowns.  These  two  tribes  had  resided 
for  several  years  on  their  new  possessions  near  the  Oneidas. 

About  the  year  1817,  a  young  leader,  chief  of  the  Mo-he-kun- 
nucks,  Solomon  U.  Hendrick,  a  man  of  much  more  than  ordin- 
ary energy  and  talent  among  the  Indians,  succeeded  to  the  head 
of  affairs.  He  regarded  the  languishing  condition  of  his  people 
as  a  reproach  to  the  former  name  and  glory  of  the  old  Mo-he-kun- 
nucks,  and  used  all  his  eloquence  to  persuade  the  young  men  to 
arouse,  and  make  at  least  one  effort  to  retrieve  their  name  and 
character.  He  argued,  with  equal  force  and  sound  reason,  that 
their  then  paralyzed  condition  was  owing  to  their  confinement  to 
a  small  space  of  ground,  and  being  surrounded  and  preyed  upon, 
by  the  white  inhabitants,  from  whose  pernicious  contact  and  ex- 
ample, especially  with  regard  to  drunkenness,  they  were  sustain- 
ing a  loss  of  all  moral  and  physical  energy  and  action  ;  and  urged, 
that  their  only  hope  for  the  future  lay  in  emigration  westward^ 
and  the  securing  of  such  an  extent  of  country,  as  would  enable 
them  to  form  new  settlements,  at  such  distance  from  the  whites, 
as  to  escape  from  grog-shops  and  whiskey. 

Their  resident  missionary,  Eev.  John  SEJiGEANT,fell  in  with  and 
seconded  the  views  of  the  young  chief.  In  a  short  time  the  whole 
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tribe  was  indoctrinated  with  the  new  echeme,  and  anxious  for  its 
consummation.  The  American  Board  of  Missions  gave  their  in- 
fluence and  aid  ;  through  whose  suggestions  the  late  Dr.  JEDEDjiiH 
Morse,  of  Nesv  Haven,  became  deeply  interested  in  the  plai^^ 
This  gcntieipan  counselled  the  Indians  ^nd  their  friends  to  t^kQ 
immediate  measures  to  have  a  visit  pai^,  bj  some  discreet  agents, 
to  the  Western  tribes,to  select  a  proper  point  for  location, and  open 
negotiations  for  a  cession  of  lands.  Dr.  Moese  himself  was  thought 
to  be  the  very  person  to  undertake  such  a  mission.  Application 
being  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Dr.  Morse  was  commissio^j- 
ed  to  make  a  general  tour  among  the  North- Western,  Indians^ 
with  a  view  to  forming  a  better  understanding  between  those 
tribes  and  the  Government.  Under  this  appointment,  this  gentle- 
man spent  the  sumnier  of  1820  in  visiting,  several  of  the  North- 
Western  tribes.  Whatever  other  purposes  may  have  occupied 
the  attention ^f  this  comniissioner,  it  is  certain  that  of  securing 
a  western  retreat  for  the  Stockbridges  and  other  New  York  India]|i 
tribes  was  a  leading  one;  though  the  writer  has  no  evidence  of 
any  collusion  in  the  matter,  at  this  date,  with  the  Ogden  Land 
Company.  Green  Bay  was  a  point  specially  visited  by  Dr.  Morse, 
,  where  he  spent  nearly  three  weeks,  ^nd  preached  the  first  protest- 
ant  sermon  ever  delivered  at  that  place.* 

It  must  not  be  omitted  here,  that  a  part  of  the  same  tribe,  ad- 
hering to  a  chief  of  much  influence,  named  John  Metoxen,  about 
the  same  period,  sought  a  western  asylum  among  the  Miami 
Indians,  on  White  River,  in  Indiana,  and  actually  moved  out 
to  that  country  in  18i7  and  ISlSf.  The  United  States  Govern- 
ment, however,  purchased  out  the  Miamies,  and  with  that  pur- 
chase fell  the  expectations  of  Mictoxen  and  his  adherents  to  a 


*  Dr.  MonSB  remained  flfteea  cluys  at  Greea  Bay,  from  tho  7th  to  the  23d  of  July,  1820,  aa  we  learn 
from  his  Repoit.   He  was  the  guest  of  Col  J.  Smith,  then  comtnandaQt  of  that  gairisoo.     L.  C.  D. 

f  The  Miamiefi  had,  many  years  before,  given  tho  Stockbridges  a  large  tract  of  land  on  White  Ri7«r, 
MDd  conSroied  it  in  July,  }817,  and  that  sammer  two  Stockbiidge  fiitnilicS  moved  there  and  took  poc- 
MBsioD  of  the  land,  and  the  ne%t  year  a  large  body  migrated,  but  beibrft  their  arrival,  the  Miiunies  had 
eodod  tbeix  oou&try  to  the  Federal  OoremiDMitw  L.  JE^. 
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home  in  that  country.  The  whole  party  moved  to  Green  Bay  in 
1822. 

A  remarkable  personage  appeared  among  the  Oneida  Indians 
in  the  year  1816-17,  no  other  than  Eleazer  Williams,  a  debcend- 
ant  of  Rev.  John  Williams,  of  Deerfield  memory,  but  who  more 
recently  claims  to  be  the  Dauphin  of  France — Louis  Seventoenth. 
It  is  no  part  of  the  present  purpose  to  discuss  his  claims  to  be 
Dauphin,  nor  even  to  enter  into  his  former  history  previous  to 
his  appearance  at  Oneida,  farther  than  to  account  for  his  location 
with  that  tribe.  As  a  descendant  of  Rdv.  John  Williams*,  he 
was  sought  out  by  the  friends  of  the  family,  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen, and  placed  with  Dr.  Ely,  of  Long  Meadow;  he  remained 
among  the  people  of  New  England  five  years,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  his  father,  Thomas  Williams,  one  of  the  St.  Regis'  In- 
dians. Arrived  at  that  village  from  his  studies  in  New  England, 
be  was  soon*  approached  by  the  Roman  Catholics,  who  proposed 
to  him  to  accept  aatho'ity  from  their  Bishop  as  teacher  to  the 
Indians  of  his  tribe.  This  was  in  1811.  The  war  of  1812  called 
him  to  a  new  sphere.  By  invitation,  he  joined  Gen.  Brown's 
army,  under  good  pay,  in  confidential  service  ;  collecting  through 
the  Canada  Indians  important  information  of  the  movement  of* 
the  British  troops,  and  thereby,  in  several  instances,  rendering 
very  important  service  to  the  American  interests.  He  waB  in 
the  affairs  at  PJattsburg  and  Sacketi's  Harbor,  leading  the  French 
and  Indians  in  those  engagements,  in  one  of  which  he  received  a 
wound  from  a  splinter  in  the  left  side. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  St.  Regis.  Of  an  ambitious  turn 
of  mind,  he  did  not  long  remain  quiet  in  that  village.  In  the 
summer  of  1816,  he  made  a  tour  in  the  State  of  New  York,  among 
the  several  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations.  The  Oneidas  received  him 
with  kindness  and  attention.    They  were  more  inclined  to  civili- 


•The Rev.  Joh>-<  WiiLums  and  family  were  captured  in  17C4,  atd  taken  to  Canada,  and  his  dangbtejt, 
ICTSiOB,  remained,  became  a  firm  Catholic,  and  married  an  Indian,  by  whom  fshe  had  several  childrea. 
"With  her  Indian  husband,  she  dubeequeutly  visited  Deerfield,  dressed  in  Indian  style,  and  ail  effortB 
legain  her  were  ineffectual.  From  her  descends  £lsaZ£b  Williams.  L.  C.  D. 
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zation,  and  a  party  of  them  to  Christianity,  than  any  other  tribe 
of  the  Six  Nations.  Making  his  observations  arfd  reflections  on 
their  condition,  after  a  short  visit,  he  went  to  Kew  York,  sought 
an  interview  with  the  late  Bishop  Hobart,  gave  him  an  account 
of  the  condition  of  these  Indians,  and  submitted  to  him  a 
plan^for  their  christianization,  and  the  engrossing  ot  the  whole 
tribe  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  The  Bishop  readily  fell  in  with 
the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Williams,  and  immediately  commissioned 
him  as  Catechist  and  Lay  Keader  to  the  Oneida  Indians.  Wil- 
liams, besides  being  tolerably  versed  in  the  christian  sjstem  and 
in  theology,  was  thorough  master  of  the  Indian  language,  his 
motter  tongue,  besides  being  a  natural  orator  and  most  graceful 
,and  powerful  speaker,  the  sine  qua  non  of  persuasion  and  success 
with  Indians. 

He  found  at  Oneida  a  nominal  christian  party,  and  the  name 
only  of  a  church  under  the  patronage  of  the  Presbyterians,  a  Mr. 
Jenkins  being  missionary.  Jenkins  was  weak,  inefficient,  with- 
out infl.uence ;  and  his  cure  partook  of  the  like  character ;  the 
numbers  were  small,  and  the  congregation  on  the  decline.  Wil- 
liams saw  at  a  glance  his  vantage  ground. ,  He  told  the  Oneidas, 
it  was  a  mistake  in  that  order  of  christians  to  intru'de  themselves 
among  Oneidas,  and  called  to  their  recollection  the  fact,  that  two 
venerable  missionaries  of  the  London  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Church  of  England  had  many  years  ago  planted  the  gospel  among 
them.  That  old  Dr.  Barclay  and  Dr.  OaiLViE,^  of  that  church, 
had  been  specially  commissioned  by  the  Great  Head  of  the 
church,  to  baptize  the  Oneidas,  and  that  he,  Williams,  had  been 
sent  by  the  same  divine  authority  to  remind  them  of  the  claims 
of  that  church,  and  to  bring  them  back  to  their  allegiance.  In- 
stant success  attended  these  addresses.  Many  of  the  older  In- 
dians of  both  sexes  remembered  Dr.  Barclay  and  Dr.  Ogilvie, 
and  confirmed  the  statements  and  claims  of  the  young  Catechist : 

*Rey.  Henry  BARCLiY  and  Rev.  Joh.v  Ogilvie  were  both,  at  different  periods,  missionaries  to  the 
Mohawks— the  former  at  Fort  Hunter  in  1735,  and  the  latter  in  175&-'62  ;  notices  oi  them  may  be  seen 
ba  Doc.  Hist.,  N.  Y.  U,  714,  iii,  1152,  iv,  310.  L,  C.  D, 
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the  whole  christian  party  very  soon  forgot  Jenkins,  and  hung  on 
the  teachings  of  Williams. 

But  his  views  went  further;  four  fifths  of  the  whole  tribe  were 
Pagans,  and  held  Christianity  in  utter  abhorrence ;  and  the  con- 
"rersionof  this  part  of  the  tribe  now'engaged  his  attention.  As- 
suming a  tone  of  authority,  and  demanding  of  them  to  listen  to  a 
message  to  them  from  the  Gieat  Spirit,  he  assembled  them  in  the 
open  air,  and  challenged  them  either  to  obey  or  refute  the  Gospel. 
In  a  few  weeks  the  Pagan  party  made  a  formal  renunciation  of 
paganism,  and  recognized  Christianity  as  tanght  by  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  Church  as  the  true  faith,  and  announced  their  de- 
termination, as  a  tribe,  to  receive  it  and  encourage  its  promulgation 
among  the  people.  The  following  winter,  the  chief  of  this  party, 
taking  Williams  and  their  interpreter,  repaired  to  Albany,  an(f^ 
there  treated  with  the  Governor  of  the  State  for  a  cession  of  a 
part  of  their  reservation,  for  the  express  purpose  of  building  a 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  providing  a  small  fund  for  the 
support  of  a  minister.  The  church  was  built  in  course  of  the 
year — a  very  neat  edifice,  about  thirty  six  by  fifty  feet,  with  a 
small  tower,  tastefully  painted,  and  otherwise  fitted  up  in  an  ap- 
propriate manner  for  a  place  of  worship.  Williams  entered  it  as 
minister,  though  not  as  yet  ordained ;  and  the  worthy  Bishop  was 
called  to  consecrate  it,  and  confirm  about  fifty  communicants. 

The  eclat  of  this  sudden  success  of  the  Gospel  at  Oneida,  under 
the  efi^orts  of  Mr.  Williams,  sped  far  and  wide,  and  brought  him 
suddenly  to  great  notice,  and  to  a  dizzy  height.  Had  he  been  con- 
tent to  have  continuea  in  the  work  there,  he  might  have  been  very 
useful  to  the  Indians,  and  an  honor  to  the  Church.  But  the  field 
was  quite  too  small  for  his  vaulting  ambition:  the  little  band  of 
some  fifteen  hundred  Oneidas,  too  incomparative  to  compensate 
his  time  and  talent. 

Whether  Mr.  Williams  borrowed  the  idea  from  Dr.  Moese,*  the 


•''This  was  a  plan  of  Dr.  Mobsb's,"  said  Rof.  Joatr  Seegb^nt  in  a  letter,  dated  Dec.  16,  1821  ;  and 
me.  Morse  appeare  to  have  been  ia  correapondence  sfith  Mr.  Skrohakt  about  it,  as  early  as  June,  1818.— 
floft  MoRSB'B  ImuiuH  Rtfori,  afipentUx,  U&,  118.  ^-  ^' 
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Mo  he  kun-ntickg,  or  the  Ogden  Land  Compaiiy,  or  whether  it  was, 
as  he  stoutly  maintained,  original  in  his  own  mind,  certain  it  is, 
that  some  time  in  1818,  he  began  to  broach  cautiously  among  his 
Indian  people  a  proposition  of  removing  all  the  Indians  of  that 
State,  as  well  as  many  of  those  of  Canada,  and  the  Senecas  at 
Sandusky,  to  the  neighborhood  of  Green  Bay,  and  there  unite 
them  in  one  grand  confederacy  of  cantons,  but  all  under  one 
federal  head  ;  the  government  to  be  a  mixture  of  civil,  military, 
and  ecclesiastic,  the  latter  to  be  pre-eminient.  Grand,  imposing 
and  fascinating  in  the  extreme  were  the  plans  and  designs  of  the 
new  government,  which  he  conceived  and  embodied,  to  lay  hefore 
the  Indian  Chiefs.  With  some  of  the  younger  men,  the  thing  took 
deeply  ;  but  with  the  older  and  more  sober  minded  chiefs,  it  had 
no  charm,  and  his  late  popularity,  so  high,  now  descended  more 
quickly  than  it  had  risen. 

Seeming  to  withdraw  his  proposition,  he  however  adroitly  plied 
his  ingenuity  with  the  younger  men  of  note  and  talent  in  the  tribe, 
and  very  soon  succeeded  in  drawing  into  his  plans  some  four  or 
five  of  the  young  hereditary  chiefs.  Having  secured  this  point 
among  the  Oneidas,  he  visited  the  other  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations, 
and  by  holding  out  dazzling  promises  of  future  glory  and  aggran- 
dizement, he  enticed  a  few  young  men  of  each  tribe  to  enter  into 
his  scheme.  He  next  addressed  the  War  Department,  in  imita^; 
tion  of  the  Stockbridges,  soliciting  its  countenance  and  as8i8tane0 
to  enable  a  delegation  of  twenty  from  the  several  tribes  of  the  Six 
Nations  to  visit  the  Western  tribes,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
a  cession  of  country  for  a  new  home.  The  response  of  the  Depart- 
ment was  favorable,  having  doubtless  been  influenced  by  other 
parties  moving  for  the  same  objects. 

Thus,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  whether  eingular  or  not,  there 
was  a  combination  of  influences,  dissimilar  in  motive  but  perfectly 
consonant  in  purpose,  all  operating  at  the  same  moment  in  urging 
a  removal  of  the  New  York  Indians  to  Green  Bay.  Each  one  of 
the  parties  claimed  the  eclat  of  originating  the  scheme  :  we  in- 
cline to  the  belief,  however,  that  they  all,  the  Land  Company,  the 
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Mo  he  kun-nucks  and  Mr.  Williams,  might,  and  probably  did  con- 
ceive, at  pretty  near  the  same  period  of  time,  the  idea  of  a  new 
home  for  these  Indians  in  the  West.  But  to  proceed  :  In  the  win- 
ter of  1819  and  '20,  the  application  of  the  Oneidas,  Tuscaroras, 
Senecas,  Onondagas,  St.  Eegis  and  Stockbridge  delegates  (the 
latter  acting  independent  and  separate)  was  made  to  the  War  De- 
partment, for  permission  to  visit  the  Indians  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Green  Bay.  The  response  of  the  Department  was  made  by 
granting  them  a  copy  of  an  order  to  the  several  Superintendents 
of  Indian  affairs,  and  Commandants  of  military  posts,  to  issue  to 
the  delegates,  not  exceeding  twelve,  certain  amounts  of  rations, 
blankets,  powder,  lead,  &c.,  and  to  facilitate  their  movements  on 
their  journey.  The  Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  at  Detroit 
was  moreover  ordered  to  make  a  requisition,  on  the  naval  officer 
stationed  at  that  place,  for  a  U.  S.  vessel,  should  one  be  at  that 
post  fit  fur  service,  to  be  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  delegates  to 
take  them  across  Lake  Huron  and  Michigan  to  Green  Bay.  Thus 
equippcil,  in  July  of  1820,  the  delegation  repaired  to  Detroit*,  and 
paid  their  respects  to  Gen.  Cass. 

As  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  Gov.  Cass  received  the 
party  courteously  ;  but  it  was  soon  apparent  that  as  Governor  of 
Michigan,  the  project  of  New  York's  quartering  her  Indian  tribes 
on  his  territory,  would  receive  no  special  encouragement,  beyond 
the  line  of  his  duty,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  his  superiors. 
By  him  the  delegates  were  furnished  with  the  blankets,  powder, 
lead,  rations,  &c.;  but  were  informed  that  no  Government  vessels 

•  In  the  Detroit  Gazette  of  Friday,  July  28,  1820,  ttg  find  the  following  mention  of  Mr.  Williams' 
arrival  and  mission  :  Rev.  E.  Williams,  who  has  for  several  years  past  been  officiating  as  a  preacher 
for  the  Ontida  Indians,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  arrived  here  in  the  steamboat  Walk-in-lhe-water 
last  Saturday.  He  is  accompanied  by  some  of  the  men  of  the  tribe,  who  constitute  a  delegation  i* 
visit  the  Indians  in  this  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  prospect  of  success  in  the  en- 
deavor to  christianize  them.  We  learn  that  it  is  a  further  object  with  the  delegation,  to  find  a  suitable 
tract  of  country  within  the  Territory,  to  which  the  Oneida  Indians,  or  a  part  of  them,  will  remove — 
for  this  purpose  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay  will  be  visited.  No  doubt  can  be  entertained 
of  the  importance  of  this  project.  The  influence  which  the  example  of  Indians  who  are  in  a  great 
measure  c  vilized,  will  haye  over  the  habits  of  their  more  unfortunate  brethren,  will,  perhaps,  have 
much  more  effect  in  weaning  them  from  their  savage  modes  of  living,  than  all  the  theoretical  leasone 
which  can  be  given  theml)y  white  men."  I>.  C  D. 


423 


were  fit  for  the  service**  X^ej  were  further  informed,  (and  the 
news  was  astounding  enough.^  that  their  proposed  journey  to  Green 
Bay,  if  for  the  purpose  of  treating  w:th  the  Menornonees,  would 
be  quite  unnecessary,  as  that  tribe  had  a  few  days  before  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  Col.  John  Bowyer,  Indian  Agent  at  Green 
Bay,  acting  as  commissioner,  forty  miles  square  of  their  land  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Fort  Howard.  The  eye  of  their  intend- 
ed purchase,  the  key  to  the  country  they  sought — this  purchase  by 
the  United  States  frustrated  all  their  plans,  defeated  their  dearest 
hopes.  Chagrined  but  not  discouraged,  the  delegates  retraced 
their  steps  to  New  York.  That  State  took  the  cause  of  its  Indians 
in  keeping.  Bowyer's  treaty  was  rejected  by  the  Senate,  and  the 
ground  again  cleared  of  the  impediments. 

A  new  order  was  issued  from  the  War  Department  to  the  Su- 
perintendents of  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  commandants  of  military 
forts  in  favor  of  the  delegates,  for  a  renewal  of  their  effort  in 
1821.  Fourteen  delegates  went,  three  from  the  Stockbridges,  four 
from  the  Oneidas,  one  from  the  Onondagas,  two  from  the  Tusca- 
rora's,  three  from  the  Senecas,  and  one  from  the  St.  Kegis,  and 
arrived  in  Detroit  in  July  of  that  year.  Gov.  Cass  again 
received  them  courteously,  but  informed  them  that  the  French  in- 
habitants at  Green  Bay  were  hostile  to  their  intentions.  The 
steam-boat  Walk-in  the  water  being  expected  in  a  few  days  on 
fier  trip  to  Green  Bay,  with  a  detachment  of  United  States  troops 
for  that  post,  it  was  determined  by  the  delegates  to  take  passage 
in  her.  Gov.  Cass  added  to  the  party,  Charles  C.  Trowbridge, 
clerk  in  his  Indian  Bureau,  to  superintend  the  negotiations  for  the 
United  States.  The  party  arrived  at  its  destination  early  in  Au- 
gust, 1821.f    No  Indian  Agent  was  found  at  Green  Bay,  Colonel 

*  From  Hanson's  Lo&t  Prince,  it  appears  that  Gov.  Cass  was  absent  holding  a  treaty,  as  he  says, 
with  the  Pottawattamies  at  Maumee  River— but  really  on  his  exploring  expedition  to  the  copper  re- 
gioaof  Lake  Superior— and  Lieut.  Gov.  WooDBRroGE  with  whom  they  conferred,  declined  furniah- 
ing  them  aid,  as  he  said  he  had  no  authority  to  assist  them.  L.  0.  D, 

f  The  Detroit  Gazette  of  July  13th,  1821,  thus  notices  the  arrival  at  Detroit  of  Mr.  Wi".liams  and  htai 
delegation  :  «'  Arrived  yesterday  nr-orning  in  the  steamboat  Walk-in-tfie- water,  the  Rev.  Eleazbb  Wii<- 
KAXS,  missionary  to  the  Oneida  Indians,  with  a  deputation  of  the  SiX  Nations,  who  are  on  their  waj  io 
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BowYEE  having  died  the  winter  before,  and  the  vacancy  not  hav- 
ing been  filled. 

The  Menomonecs  and  Winnebagoes  having  been  apprised  of 
the  intended  visit  of  their  grand  fathers^  the  Notta  ways^  but  a 
few  days  delay  occurred  before  they  appeared  on  the  bank  of 
Fox  River,  to  meet  their  Eastern  brethren.  The  reception  of  the 
delegates  was  cordial  by  the  Menomonees  and  Winnebagoes,  and 
had  there  not  been  a  third  party  to  interfere,  the  New  York  In- 
dians would  probably  very  soon  have  accomplished  their  object. 
The  French  inhabitants  and  half  breeds  settled  at  Green  Bay, 
numbered  about  five  hundred  souls^  ;  their  alliance  with  the  In- 

▼isit  their  brethren  in  the  -vicinity  of  Green  Bay.  The  object  of  those  ■who  compose  this  mission,  is 
(under  the  auspices  of  the  General  Government )  not  only  to  endeavor  to  plant  the  gospel  among  the 
W^'stern  Indiana,  but  t^o  treat  with  them  for  a  tract  of  their  territory,  with  a  view  hereafter  to  locate 
themselves,  and  such  of  their  brethren  as  may  be  disposed  to  remove  to  that  region.  Thus  it  appeaerB 
that  our  Governmer  t  is  not  only  wllUi)g,  but  is  using  praclicil  means  to  ameliorate  the  condition  • 
this  unhappy  peojile,  and  by  an  effort  to  conccDtrate  and  christianize  them,  rescue  them  from  gradaa 
extermination,  th«-ir  came  from' oblivion,  and  render  them  happy  here  and  hereafter." 

2Ir.  WiLT,]AMS  aud  his  party  left  Detroit  on  the  Slst  of  July,  in  the  fValk-in-the-water,  with  upwaide 
of  200  passengers,  mostly  connected  with  the  army,  and  arrived  at  Green  Bay  on  the  5th  of  August.  A 
oorporal  of  the  U.  ^S.  Infantry?,  who  was  a  passenger  in  the  boat,  was  drowned  in  attempting  to  Bvim 
the  Fox  River  at  Green  Bay. 

On  this  visit  to  Green  Bay,  Gen.  Ellis  accompanied  Mr.  Williams.  In  Hanso:<'S  L^st^rittc^  we 
find  it  stated,  «  As  the  mission  at  Oneida  has  suffered  greatly  in  consequence  of  his  [Mr,  Wiluahs] 
absence  in  1820,  he  procured  immediately  on  his  return  from  the  West,  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  tb« 
services  of  a  young  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Elljs,  to  act  as  lay  reader.  The  health  of  Mr.  EujB 
was  weak,  and,  in  the  spring  of  1821,  Mr,  Williams  determined  to  take  him  with  him  to  the  West  for 
the  benefit  of  his  health."  For  gome  time  Mr.  Ellis  acted  as  scho»»l  teacher  for  the  mission  school  ol 
the  iVew  York  Indians,  near  Green  B;iy.  Remaining  in  the  country,  Mr.  Ellis  has  proved  himself  a 
useful  citizen.  He  executed,  at  Green  Bay,  in  1827,  the  first  printing  in  Wisconsin.  It  was  printing 
tickets  for  a  lottery  Kcherae,  which  was  done  on  brevier  type,  and  instead  of  a  press,  a  "  plainer  "  vmmi 
used  to  take  the  impression.  When  the  Green  Bay  Intelhg'encer,  the  pioneer  newspaper  of  Wisconsin, 
Was  commenced,  Dec.  11th,  183S,  by  J.  V  Suybam,  Mr.  Ellis,  after  two  or  three  numbers  were  issued, 
became  connected  with  it ;  and  twenty  years  later,  we  find  him  establishing  the  Piner  y  newspaper  at 
Stevens  Point,  high  up  the  Wisconsin.  In  the  first  Territorial  Legislature,  in  1836,  he  served  as  one  of 
■flie  representatives  of  Brown  county,  and  again  in  1840, '41, '42  and  '43,  He  is  now  Register  of  the 
V,  S.  Land  Office  at  Stevens  Point.  L.  0.  D. 

•  The  French  inhabitants  consisted  of  two  clapsea.  Tst.  Of  former  clerks  of  the  old  North  West  Far 
Company,  who  had  located  there  in  early  times,  for  the  express  purpose  of  Indian  trade.  These  weie 
generally  me?*  of  good  common  education,  intelligent,  shrewd  and  of  great  influence  with  the  Indiana, 
among  whom  they  had  marrie'\  2d.  Of  such  men,  engagees  in  the  Indian  trade,  as  had  from  age  or 
infirmity  become  disabled  from  pursuing  the  voyaging  business,  and  had  rt-tired  taking  rp  email 
patches  of  lard,  and  finding  subsistence  in  a  kind  of  mixed  life  of  agr  iculture  and  hunting  ;  they,  too, 
were  all  married  wfth  Indian  women,  had  half  breed  families,  and  exercised  a  strong  influence  over  th« 
natives.  A.  Q,  E. 
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dians,  particularly  the  Menomonees,,  was  very  close,  and  their 
influence  with  them  very  strong,  almost^  potential.  Sorfie  of  the 
more  shrewd  among  them  very  soon  penetrated  the  ambitious  de- 
sign of  Williams,  which  was  no  less  than  a  total  subjugation  of 
the  whole  country,  and  the  establishment  of  ;in  Indian  govern- 
ment, of  which  he  was  to  be  the  sole  dictator.  The  French  and 
traders  immediately  organized  into  an  opposition  to  the  whole 
programme  of  the  delegates.  They  were  familiar  with  the  Me- 
nomonees and  Winnebagoes,  present  at  their  debates,  counselled 
and  advised  with  them  in  their  deliberations,  and  whfen  the  an- 
swer of  the  Menomonees  and  Winnebagoes  was  given,  it  was  a 
delibercite  aud  decided  refusal  to  cede  them  an  inch  of  soil  west 
of  Lake  Michigan.  It  was  plain  to  all,  that  the  French  and  half 
breeds  had  answered,  and  not  the  Indians.  The  delegates  ex- 
pressed as  much  in  their  reply  and  affectionately  requested  their 
brothers  to  re-consider  the  matter,  and  answer  for  themselves,  in- 
dependent of  the  French  and  half  breeds. 

Several  days  were  spent  by  both  parties  in  out-door  discussions ; 
the  French  and  Ijjalf  breed  interest,  finding  their  position  not 
safely  tenable,  counselled  a  kind  of  compromise,  which  being 
adopted,  resulted  in  proposing  a  cession  to  their  Eastern  brethren, 
the  Not-ta-ways,  of  a  strip  of  land  five  miles  in  width,  running 
across  the  Fox  River  at  Little  Chute  as  a  centre,  and  thence  to 
the  North-west  and  South  east,  equi  distant  with  their  claims  or 
possessions.  In  offering  this  cession  to  the  delegates  a^  their  til- 
timatum,  these  tribes  urged  their  limited  possessions,  the  poverty 
of  their  hunting  grounds,  and  their  inability  in  consequence  to 
subsist  their  people  !  The  possessions  of  the  Menomonees  then 
reached  from  the  mouth  of  Green  Bay  to  the  Milwaukee  River, 
North  and  South,  and  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Mississippi, 
South  east  and  North-west.  Those  of  the  Winnebagoes  included 
all  the  remainder  of  what  is  now  known  as  Southern  Wisconsin, 
except  the  inconsiderable  tract  west  of  Sugar  River,  claimed  by 
the  Sauks  and  Foxes.  They  were  very  much  crowded,  of  course ! 
The  delegates  saw  that  the  object  was,  by  placing  them  on  a 
54 
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great  thoroughfare,  the  Fox  Kiver,  between  these  two  tribes,  to 
establish  such  a  surveillance  over  them  as  effectually  to  prevent 
any  design  or  moveraent  the  JSTew  York  Indians  might  ever  at- 
tempt, contrary  to  the  wishes  or  interests  of  the  grantees,  or 
the  French  inhabitants.  After  much  deliberation,  and  a  good 
deal  of  hesitation,  it  was  concluded  on  the  advice  chiefly  of  HeN' 
DRiCK:,the  Mo-he-kun-nuck  chief,  to  accept  the  grant.  A  treaty  was 
accordingly  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Tkowbridge,  and  signed  by  the  par- 
ties on  the  18tli  of  August,  and  witnessed  by  the  citizens  and  U. 
S.  oflScers  at  the  post.  Five  hundred  dollars  were  paid  the  Me- 
nomonees  and  Winnebagoes  at  the  time,  and  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  stipulated  to  be  paid  in  goods  the  following  year,  in  full 
for  the  cession. 

On  returning  to  New  York,  Mr.  Williams  found  a  more  formi- 
dable opposition  to  his  proceedings,than  he  had  met  with  at  Green 
Bay.  The  Oneidas  had  held  several  councils  disapproving  of  the 
whole  plan  of  removing  to  Green  Bay,  condemning  Mr.  Williams' 
movements  in  the  most  severe  terms,  formally  and  solemnly  repu- 
diating the  purchase  at  the  West,  and  announcing,  in  the  most 
earnest  manner  possible,  their  determination  never  to  remove. 
All  the  other  tribes,  except  the  St.  Regis,  very  soon  took  corres- 
ponding action  on  the  subject,  and  censured  in  the  severest  man- 
ner the  young  men,  delegates,  who  had  assumed  as  such,  to 
pledge  the  several  tribes  to  their  Western  brethren.  These  pro- 
ceedings were  duly  laid  before  the  War  Department.  The  Onei- 
das immediately  divided  into  two  parties  on  this  question,  as  did 
also  the  Onondagas  and  Tuscaroras.  The  Senecas,  as  a  body,  all 
remained  under  the  influence  of  their  head  chief,  steadily  op- 
posed. 

The  tact  and  skill  ol  Williams  among  the  Indians,  and  the 
Ogden  Land  Company  with  the  Department,  enabled  the  friends 
of  the  measure  to  prosecute  it  still  farther;  all  the  old  delegates 
in  all  the  tribes  remained  true,  and  induced  considerable  num- 
bers of  their  immediate  friends  to  join  them.  They  had  no  idea 
of  remaining  satisfied  with  the  trifling  cession  obtained  of  the 
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Menomonees  and  Winnebagoes  in  1821,  but  determined  on  a  re- 
newed effort  the  next  jear  for  its  extension.  Notwithstanding  the 
remonstrances  of  the  opposition,  a  new  order  was  obtained  from 
the  War  Department,  providing  for  another  visit  to  Green  Bay. 
The  delegation  was  still  larger  than  the  former  year.  John  Ser- 
geant, Jr.,  was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Cass  to  superintend  such 
further  negotiations  as  might  be  had,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  The  party  arrived  at  the  Bay  on  the  1st  of  September, 
1822,  and  took  possession  of  the  old  Indian  Agency  House,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Fox,  which  had  been  vacated  by  the  decease 

of  Col.  BOWYER. 

In  about  ten  days  the  Menomonees  and  Winnebagoes  assembled 
to  greet  their  new  friends  the  Not  ta  ways^  as  they  called  the  New 
York  Indians,  and  to  receive  the  $1500  payment,  in  goods,  on 
the  cession  of  1821.  Such  an  assemblage  of  wild  Indians,  young 
and  old,  women  and  papooses,  was  seldom  seen.  Of  the  two 
tribes,  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  five  thousand  souls, 
besides  the  New  Yorkers,  the  French,  half  breeds,  and  Ameri- 
cans. The  best  specimen  of  Indian  character,  and  especially  of 
a  war  dance,  ever  seen  by  the  writer,  was  there  given  for  several 
days.  The  Winnebagoes,  of  that  day  at  least,  exhibited  the 
largest,  most  perfectly  formed  set  of  both  men  and  women,  almost 
ever  seen  anywhere.  The  great  display  of  action  and  muscle  in 
these  danceSjStruck  the  beholder  with  admiration  and  terror.  The 
ring  round  the  dancers  contained  several  thousand,  all  singing  in 
chorus  to  the  lead  of  the  chief  drummer;  the  voices  of  the  Win- 
nebago women  prevailing  in  clarion  tones  above  the  whole. 

The  payment  of  the  fifteen  hundred  dollars  worth  of  goods,was 
made  with  as  much  ceremony  as  possible  by  the  delegates,  ac- 
companied by  a  set  speech  setting  forth  the  great  advantages  that 
would  be  derived  to  their  Western  brethren  by  their  settling 
among  them.  After  the  payment  and  the  proper  receipts  of  ac- 
knowledgment on  the  treaties,  followed  feasting,  dancing,  and  a 
general  hilarity  for  two  days.  The  delegates  then  invited  the 
Menomonees  and  Winnebagoes  to  a  formal  council,  and  renewed 
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the  effort  for  a  further  extension  of  territory.  Every  argument 
and  a  most  liberal  offer  in  the  shape  of  annuities  for  ten  years, 
were  proposed  in  vain.  The  Winnebagoesgave  the  answer,  stoutly 
refusing  further  negotiations.  That  tribe  soon  left  in  a  body  to 
repair  to  their  hunts.  The  Menomonees  lingered,  and  were  again 
got  into  council  with  the  delegates,  which  conference  continued 
for  several  days,  and  finally  resulted  in  the  great  transaction  which 
gave  the  New  York  Indians  the  foot  hold  on  Fox  Eiver,  which 
they  have  in  part  maintained  to  this  day.  The  Menomonees,  for 
a  trifling  consideration,  ceded  to  the  Kew  York  Indians  a  right 
in  common  to  the  whole  of  their  lands.  Although  some  two  of  the 
principal  chiefs  were  not  present  to  join  in  this  important  cession, 
this  treaty,  as  well  as  the  one  of  the  previous  year,  were  approved 
by  the  President,  and  the  New  York  Indians  thereby  recognized 
as  joint  owners  with  the  Menomonees  of  all  their  immense  ter- 
ritories comprising  nearly  half  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin.'^ 

X_  :  -4  '.  

*  This  treaty  or  purchase  included  all  the  country,  beginning  at  the  Grand  Kakalin,  on  Fox  Rire», 
thence  east  on  the  lower  lioe  of  the  purchase  of  the  New  York  Indians  of  the  preceding  year,  to  or 
equi-distant  with  the  Man-a-wah-ki-ah  (Milwaukee)  River;  thence  down  said  river  to  its  mouth;  then«e 
jiortherly,  on  the  borders  of  Lake  Michigan,,  to  and  across  the  month  of  Green  Bay,  so  as  to  include  ail 
the  inlands  of  the  Grand  Traverse  ;  thence  irom  the  mouth  of  Green  Bay  northerly,  to  the  Bay  de 
Noque,  on  Lake  Michigan  ;  thence  a  westerly  course,  on  the  heighth  of  land  separating  the  wateiv 
oi  Lakes  Superior  and  Michigan,  to  the  he^d  of  the  Menoinonee  River  ;  thence  continuing  nearly  the 
same  courae  until  it  strikes  the  north-eastern  IJoundary  line  of  the  land  purchased  by  the  New  York 
Indians  the  year  preceding,  and  thence  south-easterly  to  the  place  of  beginning.  This  appears  to  have 
been  a  complete  cession  of  "all  the  right,  title,  interest  and  daim"  of  the  MenomoneeB,  to  the  country 
described,  reserving,  however,  "  the  free  permission  and  privilege  of  occupying  and  residing  upon  the 
lands  herein  ceded,  in  common  with  them— the  Stockbridge,  Oneida.  Tuscarora,  St.  Regis  and  Mnneee 
nations  ;  Provided  neve-rtkeksa,  That  they,  the  Menomonee  nation,  shall  not  in  any  manner  infringe 
BpoB  any  settlements  or  improvements  whatever,  which  may  be  in  any  manner  made  by  the  said 
Stockbridge,  Oneida,  Tuscarora,  St  Regis,  or  Munsee  nations."  The  consideration  was  one  thousand 
dollars  in* goods  to  be  paid  in  hand,  and  one  thousand  dollars  more  ia  goods  the  next  year,  and  a  simi- 
lar amount  the  year  following.  This  treaty  was  concluded  Sept.  23d,  1822.  But  President  Monroe 
did  not  approve,  to  its  full  extent,  this  purchase  ;  his  approval,  bearing  date  March  13th,  1823,  is  thus 
qualified  :  "  The  aforegoing  instrument  is  approved  so  far  as  it  conveys  to  the  Stockbridge,  Oneida, 
Tiwcarora,  St.  Regis,  and  Mnhsee  tribes  Or  nations  of  Indians,  that  portion  of  the  country  therein  de 
scribed,  which  lies  between  Sturgeon  Bay,  Green  Bay,  Fox  River,  that  part  of  the  former  purchaee 
made  by  said  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  of  the  Menomonee  and  Winnebago  Indians,  on  the  8th  ol 
August,  1821,  which  lies  south  of  Fox  River,  and  a  line  drawn  from  the  south-eastern  extremity  of  said 
pnrcha.%e  to  the  head  of  Sturgeon  Bay,  and  no  further  ;  that  quantity  being  deemed  sufiScient  for  the 
«Be  of  the  fir.-t  before-mentioned  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians."  This  treaty,  and  that  of  the  preceding 
jear,  may  be  found  in  full,  appended  to  the  Address  of  Hon,  Moegan  L.  Martin  before  the  WisoouMn 
State  Hhtorica]     cifty,  Jen.  21,  1R51.  •  L.  G.  D. 
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Tlie  small  immigrant  part. j  of  some  fifty  of  the  Stockbridges, 
which  came  on  this  year,  located  late  in  the  fall  at  the  Grand 
Kakalin,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Fox  River.  The  year  following, 
another  tribe,  which  had  joined  the  Mo  he-kan-nucks  in  the  ppijj- 
chase,  to  wit,  the  Munsees,  became  identified  in  the  interest,  and 
a  small  party  of  the  Brothertowns  reached  Green  Bay  the  follow^ 
ing  year,  and  located  at  Little  Kakalin,  on  the.  east  side  of  the 
river. 

The  several  tribes  of  the  Kew  York  Indians  now  hoped  to  be 
able  to  occupy,  without  further  liindran^ce  pr  . trouble,  their  new 
homes,  jointly  with  the  Menomonees;,  bvit  subsequent  events 
proved  their  wishes  but  half  attained.  The  whites  and  traders 
at  Green  Bay  saw  that  the  Menotnonee?  had  been  grossly  over- 
reached by  their  new  friends,  the  New  York  Indians,  in  a  barga^^. 
They  very  soon  showed  thiit  tribe,  that  in  making  the  Not  ta  wayp 
equal  owners  with  them  in  their  country,  tbey  could  no  longer 
control  their  own  affairs,  especially  in  the  great  business  of  trea^-^ 
ing  with  their  great  Father,;  that  the  Ncv  York  Indians.,  if  th^ir 
treaties  were  to  stand,  would,  in  a  short  tinae,  out-general  them  jin 
tactics,  and  probably  in  numbers,  and  put  them  completely  in  the 
back  ground  in  all  public  matters.  Tho  arguments  had  their  ef- 
fectjand  in  a  short  time  the  Menomonees  repented  of  the  bargain, 
and  sought  means  to  invalidate  the  treaties.  The  same  ingenuity 
which  had  helped  them  to  a  dislike,  found  a  ready  pretext  f6r 
denying  and  repudiating  the  treaties,  especialty  the  last  one.  It 
was  said,  that  at  the  treaty  of  1822,  sevcal  of  the  chiefs  highest 
in  authority  were  not  present,  which,  being  true,  gave  the  tribe 
good  reason  for  denying  and  with-holding  sanction  to  the  at-' 
rangement.  As  usual  in  such  cases,  the  Menomooee-?  separated 
into  tiro  parties,  the  one  adhering  to  the  treaties  and  tho  interest 
of  the  New  York  Indians,  the  other  denj^ing  them  and  resistiiJg 
their  rights  to  any  part  of  the  country.  The  ctd  verse  party  had 
the  support  of  all  the  trading  interest,  together  with  most  of  the 
half  breeds,  and  soon  became  the  strongest,  both  in  point  of  in- 
fiuence  and  numbers. 
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Things  were  scarcely  more  favorable  to  the  New  York  Indians 
in  that  State  than  in  the  West.  The  opposition  to  the  whole  plan 
became  stronger  with  time,  and  great  bitterness  of  feeling  evinced 
itself  by  every  sort  of  evil,  and  often  false  and  slanderous  report, 
about  the  Western  Indians  and  country.  Not  one  of  the  Senecas, 
Tiiscaroras,  or  Onondagas,  would  hear  a  word  of  emigration.  A 
small  party  of  Oneidas,  together  with  a  second  one  of  the  Stock- 
bridges,  came  out  in  1823 — the  former  under  the  lead  of  Neddy 
Atsiquet,  located  at  Little  Kakalin,  where  they  remained  until 
1825,  when  they  removed  to  Duck  Creek. 

With  the  opposition  of  a  large  part  of  the  Menomonees  to  the 
treaties,  and  that  of  most  of  the  several  New  York  tribes  to  emi- 
gration, the  Srockbridges,  and  a  few  of  the  Oneidas,  being  the 
only  ones  who  had  come  out,  things  wore  on  with  a  discouraging 
prospect  for  the  ultimate  success  of  Williams'  grand  scheme,  and 
the  views  and  interests  of  the  Ogden  Company,  till  the  year  1827, 
when  the  matter  of  the  rights  of  the  New  Yoik  Indians  came  up 
before  the  council,  at  the  treaty  of  Butte  Des  Morts,  Hon.  Lawis 

Cass  and  Col.  Thomas  L.  McKiNisrEY,  commissioners.*   The  second 

i 

*  It  was  at  this  treaty,  that  Oshkosh,  the  present  head  Chief  of  the  Menomonees.  was  first  recog- 
Bized.  Alter  the  Council  was  opened,  Gov.  Cass  said  :  We  have  observed  ^or  some  time  the  Menom- 
onees to  be  in  a  bad  situation  as  to  their  chiefs.  There  is  no  one  we  can  talk  to  as  the  head  of  the 
aation.  If  anything  should  happen,  we  want  some  man,  who  has  authority  in  the  nation,  that  we  can 
look  to.  You  appear  like  a  floclt  ol  geese,  without  a  leader,  some  fly  one  way  and  some  another.  To- 
■norrow.  at  the  opening  of  the  Council,  we  shall  appoint  a  principal  chief  of  the  Menomonees.  We 
shall  make  enquiry  this  afternoon,  and  try  to  select  the  proper  man.  We  shall  give  him  the  medal, 
and  expect  the  Menomonees  to  re.«pect  him."  A.  G.  E. 

From  Da>80n's  Lost  Prince,  ni  Life  of  Rev.  Eleazer  Williams,  we  make  the  following  notice  of 
Oshkosh,  as  related  in  that  wor;  in  connection  with  the  treaty  of  Butte  des  Morts,  in  1827:  "On 
August  7th,  two  young  men  were  called  in  front  of  the  commissioners  (one  named  Oiscosb,  alias  Claw, 
the  other  was  called  Carron.)  Col  McKikney  then  addre.<;.sed  them,  and  put  medals  around  their 
necks.  Oiscoss  or  O.-koshe,  as  the  name  is  spelled  in  the  printed  treaty,  was  made  head  chief,  and  the 
Aiture  organ  of  communication  with  the  Commissioners — and  thus,  by  Lis  instrumentality,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  New  Yo;k  Indians  was  given  over  to  the  United  States.  A  short  story,  whicn  Mr.  WiL- 
IIAUS  told  me  in  conversation,  will  show  who  Oisco-s  was,  and  what  a  '  proper  person  '  was  found  in 
liim.  Onemorning,  at  dawn  of  day,  about  a  year  previous  to  the  treaty  of  Butte  des  Mortn,  ayoung 
half  breed  Indian,  who  was  a  di.stant  relative  of  Mrs.  Joukdan,  the  mother-in-law  of  Mr  Wjlhams, 
was  pjiddling  in  his  canoe  down  Hell  Creek,  a  branch  ol  the  Fox  River.  It  was  still  dark,  bo  that  ob- 
jecta  could  not  be  distinctly  discerned.  As  he  glided  by  the  tall  ru^hes  growing  near  the  bank,  he  ob- 
served  them  mov(»,  as  if  some  animal  was  among  them  Supposing  it  to  be  a  deer,  he  fired  at  the  apot 
irbers  he  saw  the  motion,  and  then  paddled  through  an  opening  in  the  re  eds  to  see  the  effect  of  )ii* 
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article  of  that  treaty  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit :  "  Much  diffi- 
culty having  arisen  from  the  negotiation  between  the  Menomonee 
and  Winnebaejo  tribes,  and  the  various  tribes  and  portions  of  tribes 
of  Indians  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  claims  of  the  respec- 
tive parties  being  much  contested,  a3  well  with  relation  to  the  ten- 
ure and  boundaries  of  the  two  tracts,  claimed  by  the  said  'New  York 
Indians  west  of  Lake  Michigan,  as  to  the  authority  of  the  persons 
who  signed  the  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  Menomonees,  and  the 
whole  subject  having  been  examined  at  the  council  this  day  con- 
cluded, and  the  allegations,  proofs  and  statements  of  the  respec- 
tive parties  having  been  entered  upon  the  journal  of  the  com- 
missioners, (§0  that  the  same  can  be  decided  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  ;  it  is  agreed  by  the  Menomonees  and  Winne- 
bagoes,  that  so  far  as  respects  their  interest  in  the  premises,  the 
whole  matter  shall  be  referred  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  whose  decision  shall  be  final.  And  the  President 
is  authorized,  on  their  parts,  to  establish  such  boundaries 
between  them  and  the  New  York  Indians,  as  he  may  con- 
sider equitable  and  just."  The  United  States  Senate,  in  its  rati- 
fication of  this  treaty,  took  care  to  save  the  J^ew  York  Indians, 
by  providing  "  that  the  said  treaty  shall  not  impair  or  eff*ect  any 
right  or  claim  which  the  New  York  Indians,  or  any  of  them,  have 


To  his  inexpressible  horror,  he  found  an  Indian  in  his  canoe,  which  was  half  drawn  on  shore,  drooping 
lifelessly  over  the  side  of  his  bark,  with  a  shot  through  his  head.  As  the  deed  was  accidental,  he  had 
no  wish  to  conceal  it,  and  putting  the  body  in  his  own  canoe,  paddled  down  to  Green  Bay,  to  the  en- 
campment of  Oi>cos-<,  as  the  Indian  killed  belonged  to  his  party.  On  landing,  he  went  strait  to  Oiscoaa, 
and  informed  bim  of  what  had  happened,  when  Oiscoss,  who  was  drunk  at  the  time,  drew  his  knife,  and 
plunging  it  repeatedly  into  his  body,  continued  stabbing  him  till  he  was  dead.  He  was  arrested  for 
muider,  but  as  he  was  a  man  of  great  influence  among  the  Indian?,  was  acquitted.  But  though  he  had 
escaped  the  law,  there  was  another  tribunal,  of  a  different  kind,  to  which  he  was  still  exposed*  There  is 
&  traditional  institution  among  the  Indians,  very  similar  to  the  avenger  of  blood.  Mrs.  Jourdan,  as 
the  relative  of  the  slain,  and  a  medicine  woman,  had  only,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  nation,  to 
take  a  pipe  and  a  war-club,  and  lay  them  down  at  the  feet  of  any  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Menomonees,  and 
pronounce  the  name  *  Oiscoss,'  in  order  to  insure  a  just  and  immediate  retribution.  When  the  day 
appointed  for  the  council  at  Butte  des  Morts  drew  near,  fearing  that  unless  he  was  reconciled  with  her, 
hie  life  might  be  taken,  he  proceeded  to  her  house,  acknowledged  the  murder,  threw  himself  on  her 
mercy,  and  implored  pardon.  It  was  granted,  and  the  only  punishment  he  received  was  the  fierce  iu- 
TMliy*  which  the  eloquent  tongue  of  an  indignant  woman  can  bestow."  L.  0.  D, 
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to  the  lands,  or  my  of  the  lands,  mentioned  in  the  said  treaty," 
■which  was  just  equivalent  to  rejecting  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty  altogether. 

In  1830,  Messrs.  Eka^stus  Root  and  James  MoCall,  of  New 
York,  and  JonN  T.  Mason,  Secretary  of  Michigan,  were  appointed 
commissioners  by  the  United  States  to  eifect  between  the  con- 
tending Indians  an  adjustment  of  the  whole  matter.  They  ar- 
rived at  Green  Baj-  in  August,  and  immediately  assembled  the 
Menomon^es  and  New  York  Indians.  Eight  days  were  spent  in 
qQlificil,  J^nd  grea(i  exertions  used  by  the  commissioners  to  bring 
the  party  to  terms.  The  Menomonees  were  inflexible.  Oshkosh, 
a  powerful  and  influential  chief,  was  the  head  of  the  nation. 
He  confessed  to  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  claims  of  the 
New  York  Indji^ns  ;  said  as  they  were  in  the  country,  they  could 
stay  during  good  behavior,  but  must  be  regarded  as  tenants  at 
will,  and  in  no  sense  considered  as  owners  or  controllers  of  the 
soil.  SeverHfl  of  the  other  chiefs  held  the  same  language.  The 
commission  broke  «p,  effecting  nothing. 

Col.  Samuel  C.  SxAMBAuan,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  appointed 
Indian  Agent  to  succeed  Henry  B.  Bbevookt,  who  had  been  re- 
moved. The  new  agent  soon  became  acquainted  with  the  rela- 
tive position  of  the  contending  parties,  and  espoused  the  interests 
of  the  Menomonees,  traders  and  whites,  in  opposition  to  the  New 
York  Indians.  He  affected  to  have  examined  the  several  trea- 
ties, and  the  whole  ground  of  the  claims  under  them,  and  told  the 
Menomonees  that  they  were  without  validity  or  force,  and  that 
duty  to  themselves  and  their  children  demanded  an  absolute  de- 
nial of  the  whole  claim.  No  advice  could  have  gone  farther  to 
place  him  in  favor  with,  and  in  the  confidence  of,  this  tribe.  The 
Agent  told  the  chiefs,  that  no  other  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  United 
States  was  so  poor  as  they  were ;  that  with  a  wide  waste  of  lands 
entirely  useless  to  them,  they  had  not  a  dollar  of  annuity,  while 
many  of  their  neighbors  received  annually  twenty  to  ^tty  thou- 
sand dollars;  that,  happUy  for  them,  he  had  been  sent  among 
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them,  just  in  time  to  save  them  from  the  rapacity  of  Indian  anti 
white  sharpers  from  New  York,  and  that  now'  they  could  ia 
place  of  giving  away  their  country  to  the  New  Yorkers,  sell  a 
small  portion  of  it  to  the  United  States,  and  have  heavy  annui- 
ties for  all  time  to  come.  It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  repeat 
the  argument.  His  plan  was  as  much  opposed  by  the  FrencJa 
and  traders  as  that  of  the  New  York  Indians  had  been,  but  with- 
out the  least  effect.  The  Menomonees  were  for  going  to  Wash- 
ington and  making  a  treaty  to  get  annuities.  Stambaugh  applied 
to  Gov.  Cass,  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  for  permission 
to  take  ten  of  the  Menomonee  chiefs  to  Washington  that  fall — 
got  a  flat  refusal,  to  which  he  paid  not  the  least  attention,  hut 
left  Green  Bay  with  fourteen  Menomonees  on  the  8th  Novembej^ 
1830.  Arriving  at  Detroit  about  the  20th,  he  was  received  with 
evident  surprise  and  reserve  by  the  Superintendent.  Prolific  in 
excuses,  he  soon  made  it  fair  weather  with  Gov.  Cass,  who  sanc- 
tioned the  proceeding,  and  added  Egbert  A.  Forsyth,  his  special 
confidant  in  all  Indian  matters,  and  John  T.  Mason,  late  Secretary 
of  Michigan  Territory,  to  the  delegation. 

Mr.  Williams,  and  Daniel  Bread,  principal  chief  of  the  Onei- 
das,  had  followed  up  Col.  Stambaugh  to  Detroit,  and  were  by 
Gov.  Cass  also  added  to  the  party,  all  of  which  were  now  under 
Col.  Stambaugh,  as  Indian  Agent  from  Green  Bay,  travelling  to- 
ward Washington  at  public  charge.  The  11th  of  December 
found  the  whole  party  at  Washington,  and  duly  recognized  by 
Hon.  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  Gen.  Jackson,  Presi^ 
dent  of  the  United  States.  The  occasion  was  one  of  intense  in^ 
terest  to  all  parties  concerned.  John  W.  Quinnet,  one  of  the 
Stockbridge  tribe,  (Hendrick  having  died  four  years  before)  was 
in  attendance  for  the  Stockbridges.  Thos.  L.  Ogden,  Esq.,  of 
New  York,  protected  the  rights  of  the  New  York-* Indians,  and 
incidentally  the  interests  of  the  Ogden  Land  Company,  who  had : 
not  yet  abandoned  the  hope  of  procuring  the  proper  location,  and  i 
inducing  several  bands  of  Senecas  to  migrate  to  Green  Bay. 

The  Menomonees  were  formally  presented  to  the  President,  arrd' 
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the  chief  speaker,  Grizzly  Bear,  or  Kaush-Jcaw-no-niew* ^  an- 
nounced the  object  of  their  visit,  to  clear  a  friendly  path  between 
their  lodges  and  the  President's  mansion,  to  cement  a  lasting  and 
perpetual  friendship  between  his  people  and  those  of  his  Great 
Father ;  and  finally,  to  give  him  a  small  piece  of  their  land,  and 
to  beg  an  annual  remembrance  of  their  Great  Father  in  the  shape 
of  an  annuity.  In  all  this,  not  a  word  was  said,  or  an  allusion 
made,  to  the  Nevr  York  Indians,  although  they  were  present  at 
the  presentation.  The  President  replied  kindly  to  the  speech, 
promised  them  every  attention  during  their  stay  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  and  referred  them  to  Gen.  Eaton,  Secretary  of  War, 
and  Col.  Stambaugh,  whom  he  named  as  commissioners  to  treat 
with  them,  for  an  answ^er  to  their  proposition  to  sell  lands.  The 
Kew  York  Indians  and  their  friends  watched  the  proceedings  with 
painful,  fearful  interest.  They  saw  their  claims  to  the  Menorao- 
nee  country  were  to  be  put  on  trial  before  Gen.  Eaton  and  Col. 
Stambaugh  as  commissioners,  one  of  whom,  at  least,  they  knew 
to  be  hostile  to  their  dearest  rights.  They  called  separately  on 
the  Secretary,  and  made  known  to  him  briefly  their  position,  and 
the  ground  of  their  rights.  Gen.  Eaton  was  really  candid,  and 
well  disposed  to  see  full  justice  done  them ;  and  they  were  in- 
debted to  him  alone  for  the  meagre  provision  finally  made  for 
them  in  the  treaty. 


*  A  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Baliimore  Republican,  gives  the  following  interesting  anec- 
dote of  Grizzly  Beak,  while  on  this  visit  to  Washington :  "  We  met  Col.  Stambaugh  to-day  in  the 
rotunda  of  the  Capitol,  and  while  we  were  looking  at  the  representations  over  the  door-ways  of  the 
rotunda,  the  veteran  Indian  Agent  told  us.  that  in  1830,  with  a  delegation  of  Menomonee  Indians,  hp 
▼isited  the  Capitol,  and  explained  the  nature  and  design  of  the  Btoue  groups  in  the  rotunda,  when  th*' 
chief,  Grizzly  Bear,  turned  to  the  eastern  door- way,  over  which  there  is  a  representation  of  the  land- 
ing of  the  Pilgrims,  and  said:  'There  Ingin  give  white  man  corn;'  and  to  the  north, representing 
Venn's  treaty  :  '  There  Ingin  give  um  land and  to  the  west,  whero  Pooahojjtas  ig  se^n  saving  the 
life  of  Captain  John  Smith  :  '  Thsi-e  Ingin  give  um  life ,-'  and  lastly  to  the  south,  where  the  hardy  pio- 
neer, Daniel  Boone,  is  seen  plunging  his  knife  into  the  breast  of  one  red  man,  while  his  footreetaon 
the  dead  body  of  another :  '  There  white  man  Jcill  Ingin/  " 

Though  the  representation  relative  to  Boone  is  in  fact  without  foundation,  still  the  old  chiefs  con- 
clusions and  sarcasm  are  expressed  with  sententious  brevity  and  striking  effect. 

Kaush-kaw-no-nikw  or  tJie  Great  Speaker,  was  a  man  of  great  personal  dignity.  Hia  name  ol 
Geizzly  Bear  was  given  him,  for  convenience  sake,  by  Col.  Stambaugh.  He  died  about  three  or  four 
years  after  the  treaty  of  18.31.  L-  0.  D. 
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After  several  dela;7s,  and  much  informal  negotiation  J  in  wliicli 
the  claims  of  the  ^Tew  York  Indians  were  thoroughly  discussed, 
the  commissioners  and  the  Menomonees  finally  met  on  the  8th  of 
February,  1831,  when  the  treaty,  since  familiarly  known  as  the - 
Stamlaugh  treaty,  was  definitely  concluded,  and  signed  by  the 
partieig.   The  Sew  York  Indians  were  not  parties  to  the  treaty. 
In  order  to  ^  proper  understanding  of  the  subject,  it  is  necessa- 
ry to  make  copious  extracts.    The  treaty  sets  forth  the  boundaries 
as  claimed  by  the  Menomonees,  taking  all  the  lands  east  of  Fox 
Kiver,  Green  Bay  and  Lake  Winnebago,  and  from  Fond  du  Lac 
south-easterly  to  the  sources  of  the  Milwaukee  River,  and  down 
the  same  to  its  mouth — this  tract  was  ceded  to  the  United  States. 
They  claimed  westerly  and  north-westerly,  everything  west  "of 
Green  Bay  from  the  Shoskonabie  [Es-co-na-ba]  River  to  the\up. 
per  forks  of  the  Menomonee,  thence  to  Plover  Portage  of  the 
Wisconsin,  and  thence  up  that  river  to  Soft  Maple  River ;  west  to 
Plume  River  of  the  Chippewa,  thence  down,  the  Chippewa  thirty 
miles;  thence  easterly  to  the  fork  of  the  Monoy  or  Lemon  weir 
River,  ^nd  down  that  river  to  its  mouth ;  thence  to  the  Wisconsin 
Portage,  thence  down  the  Fox  to  Lake  Winnebago. 

The  first  article  of  the  treaty  relates  exclusively  to  the  Kew 
York  Indians,  and  is  in  the  following  words:  "The  Menomonee 
tribe  of  Indians  declare  themselves  the  friends  and  allies  of  the 
United  States,  under  whose  parental  care  and  protection  they  de- 
sire to  continue;  and  though  always  protesting  that  they  are, un- 
der no  obligation  to  recognize  any  claim  of  the  'Eqw  York  Indians 
to  any  portion  of  their  country;  that  they  neither  sold,  nor  re- 
ceived any  value,  for  the  land  claimed  by  these  tribes ;  yet,  at  the 
solicitation  of  their  Great  Father,  the  President,  of  the  United 
States,  and  as  an  evidence  of  their  love  and  veneration  for  him, 
they  agree  that  such  part  of  the  land  described,  being  within  the 
following  boundaries,  as  he  may  direct,  may  be  set  apart  as  a  home 
to  the  several  tribes  of  the  New  York  Indians,  who  may  removp 
to,  and  settle  upon  the  same,  within  three  years  from  the  date  of 
this  agreement,  viz :  Beginning  on  the  west  side  of  Fox  River, 
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near  the '  Little  Kackalin,'  at  a  point  known  as  the  *01d  Mill  Dam,' 
thence  north-west  forty  miles;  thence  north-east  to  the  Ocon- 
to creek,  falling  into  Green  Bay;  thence  down  said  Oconto  creek 
to  Green  Bay ;  thence  up  and  along  Green  Bay  and  Fox  River  to 
the  place  of  beginning ;  excluding  therefrom  all  private  claims 
confirmed,  and  also  the  following  reservation  for  military  pur- 
poses :  Beginning  on  the  Fox  River,  at  the  mouth  of  the  first 
creek  above  Fort  Howard,  thence  north  sixty- four  degrees  west  to 
Duck  Creek ;  thence  down  said  Duck  Creek  to  its  mouth ;  thence 
up  and  along  Green  Bay  and  Fox  River  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
The  Menomonee  Indians  also  reserve,  fjr  the  use  of  the  U.  States, 
from  the  country  herein  designated  for  the  New  York  Indians, 
timber  and  firewood  for  the  United  States  garrison,  and  as  much 
land  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  public  highways  to  be  loca- 
ted by  the  direction  and  at  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  country  hereby  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  New  York  Indians,  contains  by  estimation, 
about  five  hundred  thousand  acres,  and  includes  all  their  improve- 
ments on  the  west  side  of  Fox  River.  As  it  is  intended  for  a 
home  for  the  several  tribes  ot  New  York  Indians,  who  may  be 
residing  upon  the  lands  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  this 
date,  and  for  none  others,  the  President  is  empowered  to  apportion 
the  lands  among  the  actual  occupants  at  .that  time,  so  as  not  to  as- 
sign to  any  tribe  a  greater  number  of  acres  than  may  be  equal  to 
one  hundred  for  each  soul  actually  settled  upon  the  lands ;  and  if 
at  the  time  of  such  apportionment,  any  lands  shall  remain  unoc- 
cupied by  any  tribe  of  the  N^w  York  Indians,  such  portion  as 
would  have  belonged  to  said  Indians,  had  it  been  occupied,  shall 
revert  to  the  United  States.  That  portion,  if  any,  so  reverting,  to 
be  laid  off  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  It  is  distinctly  un- 
derstood, that  the  lands  hereby  ceded  to  the  United  States  for  the 
New  York  Indians,  are  to  be  held  by  those  tribes,  under  such 
tenure  as  the  Menomonee  Indians  now  hold  their  lands,  subject 
to  such  regulations  and  alteration  of  tenure,  as  Congress  and  the 
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President  of  the  United  States  shall,  from  time  to  time,  think 
proper  to  adopt." 

After  making  provision  for  an  extensive  farming  and  education- 
al establishment  for  their  own  benefit,  (which,  by -the -bye,  proved 
abortive,  the  traders  and  Roman  Catholics  persuading  the  Indians 
to  reject  fll  its  proposed  benefits,)  they  return  to  the  New  York 
Indians  again,  in  the  sixth  article,  as  follows :  ^^The  Menomonee 
chiefs  request  that  such  part  of  it  as  relates  to  the  New  York  In- 
dians, be  immediately  submitted  to  the  representatives  of  their 
tribes.  And  if  fhey  refuse  to  accept  the  provision  made  for  their 
benefit,  and  to  remove  upon  the  lands  set  apart  for  them,  on  the 
west  side  of  Fox  River,  that  he  [the  President]  v\dll  direct  their 
immediate  reinOval  from  the  Menomonee  country;  but  if  they 
agree  to  acce]3t  the  liberal  offer  made  to  them  by  the  parties  to 
this  compact,  then  the  Menomonee  tribe,  as  dutiful  children  of 
their  Great  Father,  the  President,  will  take  them  by  the  hand  as 
brothers,  and  settle  down  with  them  in  peace  and  friendship." 

Thus  were  the  long  cherished  schemes  of  one  of  the  principal 
actors,  Eleazer  Williams,  finally  crushed  forever.  Those  of  the 
Ogden  Land  Company  were  also  nearly  forlorn.  The  tract  of  land 
set  off  for  the  New  York  Indians,  was  quite  too  limited,  and  by 
no  means  inviting  for  agricultural  purposes.  But  the  greatest  ob- 
jection of  all  was,  the  limitation  of  time  to  three  years  as  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  tract  would  be  open  for  Occupancy.  No  reason- 
able hope  could  be  entertained  of  getting  the  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ecas,  and  other  Western  bands,  to  whose  reservations  the  Ogden 
Land  Company's  right  of  pre  emption  attached,  to  remove  in  so 
short  a  time.  The  treaty  was  therefore  regarded  as  nearly  a  final 
bar  to  the  whole  enterprise,  and  given  up  in  despair. 

The  New  York  delegates,  however,  kept  up  courage,  and  con- 
tinued their  remonstrances  against  the  injustice  and  cruelty  of  the 
stipulation.  They  had  the  sympathy  of  the  New  York 
Senators  and  politicians  generally.  Col.  Stambatjgh  soon  found 
that  he  had  over-shot  the  mark,  and  that  the  treaty  would  likely 
be  rejected  by  the  Senate,  and  further  that  his  appointmeut  as 
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Indian  Agent  at  Green  Bay,  not  yet  confirmed,  would  be  reject- 
ed. Acting  under  these  apprehensions,  he  undertook  a  cure  of 
the  evil — a  correction  of  his  blunders.  Accordingly,  the  Menom- 
onees  having  been  previously  instructed,  they  were  again  brought 
before  the  commissioners,  on  the  I7th  of  February,  and  the  fol- 
lowing supplementary  agreed  to,  to  wit: 

"  "Whereas,  certain  articles  of  agreement  were  entered  into  and 
concluded  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  8th  day  of  February, 
instant,  between  the  undersigned,  con^missioners  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  warriors  representing  the  Me- 
nomonee  tribe  of  Indians,  whereby  a  portion  of  the  Menomonee 
country,  on  the  north-west  side  of  Fox  River  and  Green  Bay,  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  for  the  benefit  of  the  New  York  In- 
dians, upon  certain  conditions  and  restrictions  therein  expressed : 
And  whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  tlie  parties  to  that  agree- 
ment, who  are  parties  hereto,  that  it  would  be  more  desirable  and 
satisfactory  to  some  of  those  interested  that  one  or  two  immaterial 
changes  be  made  in  the  Jirst  and  sixth  articles,  so  as  not  to  limit 
the  number  of  acres  to  one  hundred  to  each  soul  who  may  be 
settled  upon  the  land  when  the  President  apportions  it,  as  also  to 
make  unlimited  the  time  of  removal  and  settlement  upon  these 
lands  by  the  New  York  Indians,  but  to  leave  both  these  matters 
discretionary  with  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Now,  there- 
fore, as  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  the  professions  made  by  the 
Menomonee  Indians,  when  they  declared  themselves  anxious  to 
terminate,  in  an  amicable  manner,  their  disputes  with  the  New 
York  Indians,  and  also  as  a  further  proof  of  their  love  and  vene- 
ration for  their  Great  Father,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  undersigned  representatives  of  the  Menomonee  tribe  of  In- 
dians, unite  and  agree  with  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  in  mak- 
ing and  acknowledging  the  following  supplementary  articles  a 
part  of  their  aforesaid  agreement. 

"  I^irst.  It  is  agreed  between  the  undersigned,  commissionere 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  warriors  repre- 
senting the  Menomonee  tribe  of  Indians,  that,  for  the  reasons 
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above  expressed,  such  parts  of  the  first  article  of  the  agreement, 
entered  into  between  the  parties  hereto,  on  the  eighth  instant,  as 
limits  the  removal  and  settlement  of  the  !N:ew  York  Indians  upon 
the  lands  therein  provided  for  their  future  homes,  to  three  years, 
shall  be  altered  and  amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  prescribe  the  time  for  the  re- 
moval and  settlement  of  the  ;N"ew  York  Indians  upon  the  lands 
thus  provided  for  them ;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  such  reasona- 
ble time,  he  shall  apportion  the  land  among  the  actual  settlers  in 
such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  equitable  and  just.  And  if  within 
such  reasonable  time,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
prescribe  for  that  purpose,  the  l^ew  York  Indians  shall  refuse  to 
accept  the  provisions  made  for  their  benefit,  or  having  agreed, 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  remove  from  New  York,  and  settle  on 
the  said  lands,  within  the  time  prescribed  for  that  purpose,  that 
then,  and  in  either  of  these  events,  the  lands  aforesaid  shall  be 
V  and  remain  the  property  of  the  United  States,  according  to  said 
first  article,  excepting  so  much  thereof  as  the  President  shall 
deem  justly  due  to  such  of  the  New  York  Indians  as  shall  actually 
have  removed  to,  and  settled  on,  the  said  lands. 

Second.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  the  part  of  the  sixth  article 
of  the  agreement  aforesaid,  which  requires  the  removal  of  those 
of  the  New  York  Indians,  who  may  not  be  settled  on  the  lands 
at  the  end  of  three  years,  shall  be  so  amended  as  to  leave  such 
removal  discretionary  with  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  Menomonee  Indians  having  full  confidence,  that  in  making 
this  distinction,  he  will  take  into  consideration  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  oF  their  nation." 

This  relieveci  the  treaty  of  two  of  its  odious  features  in  the  view 
of  the  New  York  Indians.  Still  the  country  set  off  was  objection- 
able both  in  quality  and  quantity^  and  they  avowed  their  inten- 
tion of  opposing  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  As  was  antici- 
pated, the  Senate  refused  to  take  up  either  the  treaty,  or  the 
nomination  of  Stambatjgh  as  Indian  Agent  at  Green  Bay,  at  that 
session  of  Congress.     An  expedient  was  resorted  to  by  Col. 
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Stambaugh  and  the  Secretary  of  War  to  save  the  treaty,  which 
was  to  add  a  stipulation  to  it,  whereby  its  conditions  were  to  stand 
good  till  the  next  session  of  the  Senate.  This  was  done  on  the 
15th  of  March.  There  was,  of  course,  now  a  vacancy  in  the  In- 
dian agency  at  Green  Bay.  The  President  appointed  Stambaugh 
special  Agent  to  return  to  Green  Bay  with  the  Menomonees,  and 
close  up  the  accounts  of  the  expenses  of  the  expedition.  The 
treaty  was  taken  up  at  the  next  session  of  Congr'ess. 

The  proviso  added  to  it  by  the  Senate,  shows  the  influence  the 
IKew  York  Indians  had  with  that  body.  It  is  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit : — "  Provided,  That  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
iag  the  rights  of  the  ISTew  York  Indians  on  a  permanent  and  just 
footing,  the  said  treaty  shall  be  ratified  with  the  express  under- 
standing, that  two  townships  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Winne- 
bago Lake,  equal  to  forty -six  thousand  and  eighty  acres,  shall  be 
laid  off,  (to  commence  at  some  point  to  be  agreed  on,)  for  the  use 
of  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  tribes  ;  and  that  the  improve- 
ments made  on  the  lands  now  in  the  possession  of  the  sSid  tribes 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Fox  River,  which  said  lands  are  to  be  re- 
linquished, shall,  after  being  valued  by  a  commissioner  to  be  ap- 
pointed b}^  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  paid  for  by  the 
Government :  provided,  however,  that  the  valuation  of  such  im- 
provements shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars :  and  that  there  shall  be  one  township  of  land  adjoining  the 
foregoii3g,  equal  to  twenty-three  thousand  and  forty  acres,  laid  off 
and  granted  for  the  use  of  the  Brothertown  Indians  ;  who  are  to 
be  paid  by  the  Government  the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  six 
hundred  dollars  for  the  improvements  on  the  lands  now  in  their 
possession,  on  the  east  side  of  Fox  Eiver,  and  which  lands  are  to 
be  relinquished  by  said  Indians.  Also,  that  a  new  line  shall  be 
run  parallel  to  the  south-western  boundary  line,  or  course  of  the 
tract  of  five  hundred  thousand  acres  described  in  the  first  article 
of  this  treaty,  and  set  apart  for  the  New  York  Indians,  to  com- 
mence at  a  point  on  the  west  side  of  Fox  River,  and  one  mile 
above  the  Grand  Chute  on  Fox  River,  and  at  a  sufficient  distance 
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from  the  said  boundary  line  as  established  by  the  said  first  article, 
as  shall  comprehend  the  additional  quantity  of  two  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land,  on  and  along  the  west  side  of  Fox  River, 
without  including  any  of  the  confirmed  private  land  claims  on 
the  Fox  River,  and  which  two  hundred  thousand  acres  shall  be  a 
part  of  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  intended  to  be  set  apart 
for  the  Six  Nations  of  the  New  York  Indians  and  the  St.  Regis 
tribe  ;  and  that  an  equal  quantity  to  that  which  is  added  on  the 
south-western  side,  shall  be  taken  ofi"  from  the  north-eastern  side 
of  said  tract,  described  in  that  article,  on  the  Oconto  creek,  to  be 
determined  by  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States ;  so  that  the  whole  number  of  acres  to  be 
granted  to  the  Six  Nations  and  St.  Regis  tribe  of  Indians,  shall 
not  exceed  the  quantity  originally  stipulated  by  the  treaty." 

This  proviso  of  the  Senate  was  fully  satisfactory  to  the  Stock- 
bridges,  Munseesjand  Brothertowns,  and  silenced  all  objections 
from  them  ;  that  for  the  Six  Nations  and  St.  Regis  tribes,  although 
satisfactory,  fell  so  far  short  of  the  policy  of  Williams,  and  the 
Ogden  LandCompany,  that  they  abandoned  the  whole  concern, 
and  from  that  day,  gave  up  all  hope  or  attempt  at  a  general  coloni- 
zation of  the  Six  Nations  at  or  in  the  neighborhood  of  Green  Bay. 

When  the  treaty  came  to  be  promulged,  in  July  of  1832,  with 
the  proviso  of  the  Senate  thereto,  a  new  difficulty  arose  with  the 
Menomonees,  who  declared  their  intention  never  to  permit  a  New 
York  Indian  to  occupy  a  foot  of  land  south  of  the  Little  Kakalin 
line,  proposed  by  themselves  in  the  treaty.  It  then  became  ne- 
cessary to  get  their  assent  to  the  Senate  amendment,  or  to  make 
a  new  arrangement  before  peace  could  be  had  between  the  par- 
ties. For  this  purpose,  Hon.  Geoege  B.  Porter,  Governor  of 
Michigan,  was  appointed  commissioner,  in  the  fall  of  1832,  to  re- 
pair to  Green  Bay,  and  essay  a  final  settlement  of  the  difficulties. 
Gov.  Porter  was  a  man  of  indomitable  energy  and  perseverance, 
of  consummate  tact  and  penetration,  and  brought  to  his  task  a 
firm  determination  not  to  leave  the  ground  till  the  object  was  ac- 
complished. Both  parties  soon  found,  that  they  had  got  past  the 
56 
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use  of  all  dissimulation,  braggadocia  or  humbug.  A  very  brief 
discussion  by  Gov.  Poeteb  brought  all  parties  to  an  amicable  un- 
derstanding, and  a  final  settlement  of  affairs.  This  arrangement, 
concluded  by  Gov.  Porter,  Oct.  2Tth,  1832,  is  so  important  to  this 
history,  that  the  following  extracts  are  herewith  copied  : 

"  First  The  said  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Menomonee  na- 
tion of  Indians,  do  not  object  to  any  of  the  matters  contained  in 
the  proviso  annexed  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  granting  of  three  townships 
of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  Winnebago  to  the  Stockb ridge, 
Munsee,  and  Brothertown  tribes ;  to  the  valuation  and  payment 
for  their  improvements,  &c.,  (ending  with  the  words  *  a/nd  which 
lands  are  to  he  relinquished  hy  said  Indians.'')  They  therefore 
assent  to  the  same. 

'^Second,  The  said  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  Menomonee 
nation  of  Indians,  objecting  to  all  the  matters  contained  in  the 
said  proviso  annexed  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  running  a  new  line  paral- 
lel to  the  south-western  boundary  line  or  course  of  the  tract  of 
five  hundred  thousand  acres,  described  in  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty,  and  set  apart  for  the  New  York  Indians,  to  commence  at 
a  point  on  the  south-western  side  of  Fox  River,  and  one  mile 
above  Grand  Chute,  on  Fox  Eiver,  and  at  a  sufficient  distance 
from  the  said  boundary  line,  as  established  by  the  said  first  ar- 
ticle, as  shall  comprehend  the  additional  quantity  ot  two  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  of  land,  on  and  along  the  west  side  of  Fox 
River,  without  including  any  of  the  confirmed  private  land  claims 
on  the  Fox  River,  to  compose  a  part  of  the  five  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  intended  to  be  set  apart  for  the  Six  [N'ations  of  the 
New  York  Indians  and  St.  Re^is  tribe,  agree^  in  lieu  of  this  propo- 
sition, to  set  ofif  a  like  quantity  of  two  hundred  thousand  acres, 
as  follows  :  The  said  Menomonee  nation  hereby  agree  to  cede, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  New  York  Indians,  along  the  south-western 
boundary  line  of  the  present  five  hundred  thousand  acres  de- 
scribed in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  as  set  apart  for  the  New 
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York  Indians,  a  tract  of  land  bounded  as  follows  :  Beginning  on 
the  said  treaty  line,  at  the  old  mill  dam  on  FoxEiver,  and  thence 
extending  up  along  Fox  Kiver  to  the  little  Rapid  Croche ;  from 
thence  running  a  north-west  course  three  miles  ;  thence  on  aline 
running  parallel  with  the  several  courses  cf  Fox  River,  and  three 
miles  distant  from  the  river,  until  it  will  intersect  a  line  running 
on  a  north-west  course,  commencing  at  a  point  one  mile  above  the 
Grand  Chute ;  thence  on  a  line  running  north-west,  so  far  as 
will  be  necessary  to  include,  between  the  said  last  line  and  the 
line  described  as  the  south-western  boundary  line  of  the  five 
hundred  thousand  acres  in  the  treaty  aforesaid,  the  quantity  of 
two  hundred  thousand  acres  ;  and  thence  running  north  east  un- 
til it  will  intersect  the  line  forming  the  south-western  boundary 
line  aforesaid  ;  and  from  thence  along  the  said  line  to  the  old  mill- 
dam,  or  place  of  beginning,  containing  two  hundred  thousand 
acres.  Excepting  and  reserving  therefrom  the  jprivilege  of  Chas. 
A.  Gkignon  for  erecting  a  mill  on  Apple  creek,  etc.,  as  approved 
by  the  Department  of  War,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  all  confirmed 
private  land  claims  on  the  Fox  River.  The  lines  of  said  tract  of 
land  so  granted,  to  be  run,  marked,  and  laid  ofi*  without  delay,  by 
a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  And  that  in  exchange  for  the  above,  a  quantity  of  land 
equal  to  that  which  is  added  to  the  south-western  side,  shall  be 
taken  off  from  the  north-eastern  side  of  the  said  tract,  described 
in  that  article,  on  the  Oconto  creek,  to  be  run,  marked,  and  deter- 
mined by  the  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  so  that  the  whole  number  of 
acres  to  be  granted  to  the  Six  ITations  and  St.  Regis  tribe  of  In- 
dians, shall  not  exceed  the  quantity  of  five  hundred  thousand 
acres." 

Of  which  terms  an^  conditions,  the  several  tribes  of  the  New 
York  Indians  signified  their  acceptance  and  approval,  in  an  arti- 
cle of  agreement  entered  into  with  Gov.  Portek,  and  signed  by 
their  headmen,  on  the  2Tth  day  of  October,  1832,  in  the  follow- 
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ing  words:  "So  far  as  the  tribes  to  which  we  belong  are  con- 
cerned, we  are  perfectly  satisfied,  that  the  treaty  should  be  rati- 
fied on  the  terms  proposed  by  the  Menomonees.  We  further 
believe,  that  the  tract  of  land  which  the  Menomonees  in  the 
within  agreement  are  willing  to  cede,  in  exchange  for  an  equal 
quantity  on  the  north-east  side  of  the  tract  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand acres,  contains  a  sufficient  quantity  of  good  land,  favorably 
and  advantageously  situated,  to  answer  all  the  wants  of  the  'New 
York  Indians  and  St.  Regis  tribe.  For  the  purpose,  then,  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  strife,  and  that  we  may  all  sit  down  in  peace  and 
harmony,  we  thus  signify  our  acceptance  of  the  modifications 
proposed  by  the  Menomonees;  and  we  most  respectfully  request, 
that  the  treaty,  as  now  modified  by  the  agreement  this  day  enter- 
ed into  with  the  Menomonees,  may  be  ratified  and  approved  by 
the  President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States." 

This  was  a  subtantial  settlement  of  the  whole  question,  and 
gave  perfect  satisfaction  to  all  the  New  York  Indian  i  who  had 
moved  on,  or  were  even  expected  to  move  on' to  Gre^nBay.  The 
whble  of  the  Stockbridges,  Brothertowns,  a  part  of  the  Munsees 
and  some  eleven  hundred  of  the  Oneidas,  moved  soon  after  on  to 
their  respective  locations.  The  Stockbridges  immediately  aban« 
doned  their  location  at  the  Grand  Kakalin,  and  occupied  the  new 
grounds  assigned  them  east  of  Lake  Winnebago ;  and  the  Bro- 
thertowDs  did  the  same.  The  Oneidas  coDtinued  by  accessions  of 
small  parties  annually  to  augment  t'ae  settlement  at  Duck  Creek. 

There  was  one  interest,  that  of  the  Land  Company,  that  was 
not  appeased.  As  matters  no'v  stood,  there  was  virtually  no  suit- 
able home  for  such  of  the  western  tribes  in  New  York  as  occupied 
the  reservations  to  which  this  Company  held  the  pre-emption  right 
of  purchase,  and  no  prospect  of  their  selling  and  removing  West. 
With  the  vast  amount  at  stake,  the  large  sums  of  money  locked 
up  in  these  prospective  rights,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the 
Company  would  rest,  or  cease  their  exertions  to  purchase  out  and 
remove  these  Indians.  A  thousand  plans  were  proposed  and  re- 
jected, till  at  length  an  attempt  was  made  to  induce  them  to  re- 
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move  to  the  Indian  Territory,  south-west  of  the  Missouri.  The 
agency  of  the  General  Government  was  obtained,  and  a  commis- 
sioner, E ANSON  H.  GiLLETT,  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  treat  with  the  "  chiefs,  head-men  and  warriors  of  the 
several  tribes  of  the  New  York  Indians." 

The  treaty  purports  to  have  been  made  at  Buffalo  Creek,  on 
the  15th  of  January,  1838.  The  Uniiied  States  are  styled  one  of 
the  parties,  though  in  fact  they  had  but  a  small  share  in  the  trans- 
action.  The  ostensible  object  would  seem  to  have  been,  the  pro- 
viding the  several  bands  of  the  Senecas  with  a  home  !  To  a  care- 
ful observer,  the  result  sets  forth  quite  a  different  purpose.  But 
not  to  anticipate.  The  first  article,  after  the  preamble,  contains 
a  relinquishment  or  cession  by  the  ISTew  York  Indians  of  "  all 
their  right,  title  and  interest  to  the  lands  secured  to  them  at  Green 
Bay  by  the  Menoraonee  treat}^  of  1831."  This  cession  purports 
to  be  made  by  the  N"ew  York  Indians,  as  if  for  those  who  had  ac- 
quired the  lands.  But  not  one  of  the  individuals  subscribing  this  * 
treaty,  except  Eleazer  Williams  as  for  the  St.  Regis,  ever  had 
any  lot  or  part  whatever  in  bringing  about  the  Green  Bay  treaties. 
They  were,  one  and  all,  of  those  who  had  always  opposed  and 
repudiated  those  treaties,  and  the  acquisitions  under  them.  The 
parties  really  interested  in  those  treaties  were  all  at  Green  Bay, 
and  had  no  cognizance  of  this  Buffalo  Creek  treaty. 

However,  as  if  sensible  of  this  fact,  and  for  a  show  of  justice 
to  the  few  Oneidas,  and  others  there,  this  cession  contains  what 
purports  to  be  a  reservation,  doubtless  as  if  for  their  benefit;  the 
reserving  clause  is,  however,  unintelligable,  and  in  fact  reserves 
nothing — vide  U.  S.  Indian  Treaties,  p.  551.  So  then  the  N'ew  York 
Indians  living  on  their  reservations  in  that  State,  in  1838,  affect  to 
sell  out  their  lands  in  Wisconsin  !  Then  the  United  States  for 
such  a  cession,  are  made  on  their  part  to  stipulate,  to  provide  all 
the  New  York  Indians  homes  south-west  of  Missouri,  to  include  one 
million  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  acres  of  the  best 
land  in  the  West ;  and  to  pay  them  the  sum  of  411,000  dollars  in 
cash,  besides  for  sundry  improvements  some  50,000  dollars  more ! 
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The  only  consideration  to  the  United  States,  for  this  immense  sti- 
pulation in  favor  of  the  New  Yorkers,  is  a  cession  of  their  pre 
tended  rights  (which  were  void  and  valueless)  to  about  100,000 
acres  at  Green  Bay,  worth  at  that  day  about  ten  cents  per  acre, 
say  ten  thousand  dollars.  It  is  clear,  that  this  immense  sum  was 
not  to  be  paid  to  the  Senecas,  Tuscaroraa,  Tonnewandas,  and  On- 
ondagas,  for  their  rights  at  Green  Bay,  the  only  consideration 
made  in  the  deed  of  cession. 

It  is  natural  to  inquire  after  the  real  consideration  that  these 
tribes  were  to  offer  for  thesd  1,824,000  acres  of  choice  land  in 
Missouri,  and  the  $411,000  in  cash.  It  is  proposed  in  this  treaty 
to  furnish  them  homes  in  the  West.  Had  they  no  homes  in  New 
York  ?  A  little  further  on  in  the  treaty,  we  find  they  had  117,469 
acres  of  the  best  land  in  New  York,  probably  under-estimated  by 
the  commission  one  quarter  ;  call  it,  at  least,  160,000  acres,  worth 
ten  dollars  an  acre  at  that  day,  making  the  snug  little  sum  of  one 
million  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  tor  the  reservations.  Where 
did  this  go  to  ?  The  reservations  were  all  ceded  by  this  hocus 
pocus  legerdemain  proceeding,  called  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Seneca  Indians,  to  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Fellows, 
for  the  ostensible  sum  of  two  hundred  and  two  thousand  dollars. 
This  trekty  after  all  had  but  slight  bearing  on  affairs  at  Green 
Bay ;  it  left  the  bona  fide  settler  from  the  New  York  tribes,  in  full 
possession  of  their  lands,  which,  but  for  their  own  counsels,  they 
they  might  have  had  to  this  day.* 

It  is  necessary  to  allude  to  but  one  other  transaction  touching 
the  New  York  Indian  settlement  at  Green  Bay.  In  February  of 
the  same  year,  1838,  under  the  advice  of  Rev.  Solomon  Davis> 
their  missionary,  the  Oneidas  resolved  on  having  some  money, 
and  for  that  purpose  negociated  with  the  United  States.  They 
were  the  sole  representatives  of  the  large  cession  of  the  treaty  of 


■>  It  may  tie  added,  that  this  treaty  of  the  Ogden  Company  with  the  Senecag,  which  was  obtained  by 
fraud  and  bribery,  was  so  materially  amended  by  the  United  States  Senate,  as  to  mate  it  almost  a  new 
one,  and  still  it  was  not  satisfactory  to  a  majority  of  the  Senecas,  who  yet  remain  in  the  occupancy  of 
their  ancient  and  much  loved  domain.  !<•  0.  D. 
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1831,  by  the  Menomonees,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Fox  Kiver. 
This  Mr.  Davis,  with  four  of  the  Oneida"  chiefs,  repaired  to  Wash- 
ington, and  there  with  Caeey  A.  Harris,  Esq.,  as  commissioner 
appointed  bj  the  President  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
signed  a  treaty  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

Art.  1.  The  First  Christian  and  Orchard  parties  of  Indians, 
cede  to  the  United  States  all  their  title  and  interest  in  the  land  set 
apart  for  them  in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Menomo- 
nees, of  February  8th,  1831,  and  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
with  the  sanj^,  tribe,-  October  27th,  1832. 

From  the  foregoing  cession  there  shall  be  reserved 
to  the  said  Indians,  to  be  held  as  other  Indian  lands  are  held,  a 
tract  of  land  containing  one  hundred  acres,  for  each  individual, 
and  the  lines  shall  be  so  run  as  to  include  all  their  settlements 
and  improv^itients  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay. 

"  Art.  3.  Ifi  consideration  of  the  cession  contained  in  the  first 
article  of  this  treaty,  the  United  States  agree  to  pay  to  the  Orch- 
ard party  of  the  Oneida  Indians  three  thousand  dollars,  and  to 
the  First  Christian  party  of  Oneida  Indians  thirty  thousand  and 
five  hundred  dollars,  of  which  last  sum  three  thousand  dollars 
maybe  expended,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Rev.  Solomon 
Davis,  in  the  erection  of  a  church  and  parsonage  house,  and  the 
residue  apportioned,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  among 
the  persons  having  just  claims  thereto  ;  it  being  understood  that 
said  aggregate  sum  of  thirty  three  thousand  and  five  hundred 
dollars  is  designed  to  be  in  reimbursement  of  monies  expended 
by  said  Indians,  and  in  remuneration  of  the  services  of  their 
chiefs  and  agents,  in  purchasing  and  securing  a  title  to  the  land 
ceded  in  the  ist  article.  The  United  States  further  agree,  to 
cause  the  tracts  reserved  in  the  2nd  article,  to  be  surveyed  as  soon 
as  practicable. 

Art.  4.  In  consideration  of  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  chiefs  and  representatives  of  the  said 
parties  of  Oneida  Indians,  John  Denny,  (alias  John  Sundown,) 
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their  interpreter,  agrees  to  relinquish  to  them  all  his  title  and  in- 
terest in  the  tract  reserved  in  the  2nd  article  of  this  treaty. 

Art,  5.  It  is  understood  and  agreed,  that  the  expenses  of  this 

treaty,  and  of  the  chiefs  and  representatives  signing  it,  in  coming 
to  and  returning  from  this  city,  and  while  here,  shall  be  paid  by 
the  United  States. 

"  AtL  6.  This  treaty  to  be  binding  upon  the  contracting  par- 
ties when  the  same  shall  be  ratified  by  the  United  States." 

It  was  ratified  by  the  Senate,  and  promulged  on  the  17th  May, 
1838.  By  it  the  possessions  of  the  Six  Nations  were  reduced  to 
the  present  reservation  of  the  Oneidas  on  Duck  Creek,  near  Green 
Bay,  being  about  eight  by  twelve  miles,  and  containing  some  sixty 
one  thousand  acres.  Some  twelve  hundred  of  these  people  now 
live  there,  and  are  slowly  progressing  in  civilization.  Several  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  curtail  this  reservation  without  success. 
Until  some  hungry  white  man  shall  gain  their  confidence  suffic- 
iently to  make  them  abandon  their  own  prudence,  and  go  to 
Washington,  they  will  probably  remain  there,  and  in  the  end 
possibly  become  sufficiently  enlightened  to  assume  citizenship, 
and  be  lost  in  the  general  mass  of  our  American  people. 

The  Brothertowns  have  entirely  laid  aside  the  aboriginal  char- 
acter, been  admitted  to  all  the  rights  of  citizenship,  and  remain 
quietly  and  prosperously  pursuing  the  avocations  of  civilized 
men.  The  Stockbridges  are  not  as  fortunate.  A  premature  at- 
tempt to  imitate  their  neighbors,  in  1834,  resulted  in  a  failure, 
and  a  division  of  the  tribe,  which  has  never  been  healed.  Their 
affairs  are  in  an  unsettled  state,  and  the  Government  has  now 
pending  a  negotiation  for  a  final  adjustment  of  the  difficulties  be- 
tween the  citizen  and  Indian  parties. 

Written,  as  this  article  has  been,  in  a  remote  pairt  of  the  State, 
out  of  the  reach  of  libraries,  without  a  scrap  of  the  records  of  the 
transactions,  and  only  from  recollection  of  events  transpiring 
more  than  thirty  years  ago,  this  paper  is  unworthy  the  character 
of  history ;  but  the  main  facts  narrated  being  true,  it  may  serve 
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to  point  the  future  historian  to  the  sources  from  which  to  draw 
the  material  for  a  more  accurate  and  faithful  account  of  the  whole 
matter. 

Stevens'  Point,  Jan.  5th,  1856. 
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APPENDIX  No.  14: 


A  SKETCH  OF  THE  EARLY  HISTORY  OF  KENOSHA  COUNTY 
WISCONSIN,  AND  OF  THE  WESTERN  EMIGRATION 

COMPANY, 


BY  KEY.  JASON  LOTHROP. 


A  full  and  complete  history  of  Kenosha  county  is  not  pretended 
in  this  short  account.  Other  statements  have  been  made,  particu- 
larly that  of  Hon.  M.  Frank  in  his  Sketch  of  the  Early  History 
and  Subsequent  Settlement  of  Southjport^^  which  gives  as  correct 
and  general  a  view  of  the  first  settlement  as  could  be  expected 
from  one  not  on  the  ground  at  the  time ;  for  the  author  of  that 
publication  was  not  here  till  two  of  the  most  trying  years  had 
past.  He  evidently,  however,  took  great  pains  to  give  a  correct 
view  of  the  whole  series  of  events  transpiring  in  the  settlement  of 
the  place. 

In  the  following  narrative,  it  will  be  seen,  that  I  was,  from  the 
first,  acquainted  with  the  formation  and  movements  of  the  Emir 
gration  Company^^  till  its  dissolution.  Its  connection  with  the 
interests  of  many  others  beside  the  stock-holders,  created  a  large 
interest  in  its  affairs  in  all  this  part  of  the  new  Territory.  A  very 
small  portion  of  the  facts  known  to  me  are  here  given  concerning 
that  CotLpany,  as  they  cannot  interest  the  public  so  many  years 
after  the  extinction  of  all  its  titles. 

As  the  first  settlements  of  any  importance  in  Kenosha  countj^ 
were  made  by  a  company  from  Oswego  county,  IT.  Y.,  it  will  be 
most  proper  to  give  something  of  the  history  of  "  The  Western 
Emigration  Compa/nyP 


Early  iii  the  winter  of  1834,  a  few  persons  indulging  in  a  wish 
to  emigrate  to  the  W6st,  made  known  to  each  other  their  detei;-  . 
minalion.  Among  these,  and  probably  the  first  of  them,  wer^  , 
John  BuLLEN,  *tr.,  Charles  W.  Turner,  Waters  Towsley,  Jamje«^^<? 
Soott,  Dr.  B.  B.  Gary,  Jason  Lothrop,  Hudson  Bacon,  Peter 
WooDiN,  Alfred  Foster,  Orlando  Foster,  William  Bullen, 
George  Bennett,  and  Sidney  Roberts.  After  some  occasional 
conversation  upon  this  design,  J.  Bullen,  Jr.,  invited  the  above 
named  persons  to  a  supper  at  his  house  in  Hannibal,  and  to  spend 
the  evening.  Emigration  to  the  West  was  the  principal  topic  of 
their  conversation.  The  first  object  was  to  ascertain  who  would 
go  ;  and  the  proposal  was  made  to  form  a  company,  in  order  to 
render  the  removal  as  cheap  and  pleasant  as  possible,  and  that 
the  company  so  formed,  might  locate  at  some  important  point,  and 
there  make  a  town,  and  form  a  community  of  the  right  sort. 
Those  persons  present  all  appeared  willing  to  share  in  such  an 
enterprise.  Such  were  the  designs  expressed  on  the  occasion; 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  Constitution  for  the 
company^  and  a  meeting  was  proposed  to  be  held  at  the  Hall, 
once  the  Masonic  Hall,  for  the  transaction  of  further  business. 
Notice  of  this  meeting  was  widely  extended  by  J.  Bullen,  Jr., 
who  was  then  post-master  at  Hannibal. 

The  first  meeting  in  "the  Sail,  a  pretty  large  number  attended. 
The  Constitution  was  presented  by  the  committee  consisting  of  C. 
W.  Turner,  W.  Towsl^:y,  A.  Gary  and  J.  Lothrop.  At  the  sug- 
gestion of  J.  Bullen,  Jr.,  an  article  was  inserted,  as  from  his 
.  father,  then  in  Albany,  on  temperance,  which  was  rejected  in  the 
amended  Constitution  of  Jan.  1st,  1836,  which  is  here  given. 

Constitution  of  the  Western  Emigration  Company  as  amended 
and  revised  Jan.  1,  1836  : 

AH.  1. — For  the  purpose  of  aiding  those  disposed  to  emigrate 
to  the  Western  States  or  Territories,  in  the  purchase  of  land  and 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  mechanics  and  other 
branches  of  industry,  and  the  formation  of  a  desirable  community, 
we,  the  subscribers,  do  by  the  ratification  and  signature  of  this 
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Constitution,  agree  to  and  hereby  do  associate  ourselves  into  a 
joint  stock  company,  to  be  called  the  ^\We$tern  Emigration 
Company  and  we  do  severally  promise  and  agree  to  and  with 
each  other,  jointly  and  severally,  to  abide  by  and  keep  all  and 
each  of  the  stipulations  herein  contained — this  instrument  being 
intended  for  all  the  purposes  of  legal  or  equitable  liability,  as  a 
contract  between  the  parties  thereto. 

Art.  2. — The  capital  stoek  of  the  Company  shall  be  eight  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  ten  dollars  each,  to  be 
paid  to  such  person  as  shall  be  authorized  by  the  Company  to  re- 
ceive the  same ;  on  the  payment  whereof,  scrip  shall  be  issued, 
signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  certifying'  the  amount  of 
stock  to  which  the  holder  thereof  shall  be  entitled. 

Art.  3. — The  capital  stock,  when  paid  in,  shall  be  invested  in 
the  purchase  of  lands,  improvements  thereon,  and  claims  thereto, 
in  any  of  the  Western  States  or  Territories,  and  in  such  other 
manner  as  the  Company  shall,  in  pursuance  of  their  general  ob- 
ject, in  regular  meeting  direct. 

Art,  4. — The  officers  of  the  Company  shall  be  a  Chairman, 
Secretary,  Assistant  Secretary,  a  Board  of  Directors  to  consist  of 
nine  persons,  a  General  Agent,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Committee  of 
Finance. 

Art  6. — The  Chairman  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
stock-holders,  sign  scrip,  and  do  such  other  duties  as  the  Com- 
pany, in  regular  meeting,  shall  from  time  to  time  direct. 

5. — The  Secretary  shall  keep  all  records  of  the  Company, 
record  the  proceedings  of  all  meetings  of  the  stock-holders,  sign 
scrip,  and  preserve  all  papers  of  the  Company  deposited  with 
him. 

j^y^.  7. — The  Assistant  Secretary  shall  keep  a  copy  of  all 
records  kept  by 'the  Secretary,  and,  in  his  absence,  perform  his 
duty. 

^fi^  8. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  all  money 
and  securities,  and  disburse  the  funds  of  the  Company  upon 
proper  vouchers ;  he  shall,  before  receiving  any  such  money,  give 


secnfity'to  be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  for  the  faithful 
application  of,  and  accounting  for,  all  such  moneys  as  shall  come 
to  his  hands  in  the  capacity  of  such  Treasurer ;  and  once  in  each 
year,  and  within  ten  days  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office,  he  shall  make  a  full  report  of  his  receipts  and  disburse- 
^  '  tiients,  accompanied  by  an  account  current,  to  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

Art.  9. — The  Board  ot  Directors  shall  have  the  general  super- 
X'^  vision,  management  and  control  of  all  the  Company's  business, 
^    property  and  interests,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the  Com- 
' '  pany,  in  regular  meeting,  may  from  time  to  time  establish  by  by- 
laws or  otherwise  ;  they  shall  have  power  to  appoint  officers,  and 
fill  vacancies  in  their  own  body,  ad  interim,  which  appointments 
shall  continue  valid  till  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  no  longer ;  they  shall,  at  the  annual  meeting,  at  the 
expiration  of  their  term  of  office,  or  the  first  thereafter,  make  a 
full  report  of  all  their  doings,  and  of  the  state  of  the  Company's 
'    businessj  accompanied  by  all  reports  from  other  officers  made  to 
them ;  and  they  shall  elect  one  of  their  number  aa  President  of 
said  Board. 

Art  lO.—The  General  Agent  shall  have  the  immediate  gen- 
eral  superintendence  of  all  the  Company's  affairs,  and  shall  be 
■  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Directors ;  he  shall  once  in 
each  year,  and  within  ten  days  before  the  time  at  which  the 
Board  are  required  to  report,  make  a  full  report  to  said  Board  of 
all  his  doings,  and  of  the  state  of  the  Company's  property  and 
business,  so  far  as  they  have  come  within  his  supervision  or 
knowledge,  specifying  all  purchases  and  other  contracts  for  ex- 
penditures made  by  him  ;  and  he  shall  at  any  time,  when  re- 
quired by  the  Company,  on  reasonable  notice,  make  a  similar 
report  directly  to  them  at  their  meeting. 

Art.  11. — The  Financial  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  per- 
sons, who,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  examine  and  audit  all  ac- 
counts of  officers,  or  others  with  the  Company,  and  no  account 
shall  be  paid  or  allowed  till  it  has  been  so  examined  and  audited. 


464 


Ah,  12. — All  officers  shall  be  stock-holders  in  the  Company  ; 
they  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meetings,  and  shaU 
hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  and  until  others  shall  be  elected  to 
fill  their  places.  r       ,  i 

Art,  13. — Each  stock  holder  shall  be  entitlea,  in  all  meetings, 
to  one  vote  for  each  share  of  stock  held  by  him,  whether  as  an 
original  subscriber  or  an  assignee  thereof :  Provided^  however, 
That  no  one  individual  shall  in  his  own  right  be  entitled  tp  more 
than  ten  votes.  , 

Art.  14. — Assignees  of  stock  shall  not  become  vested  with  any 
of  the  rights  of  stock-holders,  till  they  shall  have  subscribed 
the  Constitution,  or  procured  their  signatures  to  be  affixed  thereto 
by  some  authorized  person. 

Art,  15. — All  lands,  or  claims  thereto,  purchased  by  any  stock- 
holder in  the  vicinity  of  lands  held  by  and  for  the  Company,  shall 
be  deemed  to  belong  to  such  stock-holder  and  the  Company  joint- 
ly, and  held  by  such  purchaser  as  trustee  of  the  Company,  as  to 
their  share  thereof;  and  the  Company  shall  have  the  control  and 
disposal  of  such  lands,  in  the  same  manner  a^  of^  other  lands  or 
claims ;  but  they  shall,  when  the  same  shall  be  sold,  allp.w  the 
said  stock-holder  one  half  the  profits,  together  with  the  original 
purchase  price  paid  by  him. 

Art  16. — The  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  any  l^nds,  shall  be 
distributed  to  stock-holders  according  to  the  amount  of  their  stock, 
the  Board  of  Directors  to  make  such  distributions,  and  the  Treas- 
urer to  pay  the  same,  on  the  order  of  the  President  of  said  Board. 

Art.  17. — Whenever  a  stock-holder  shall  erect  buildings,  or 
make  other  improvements  on  any  of  the  Company's  land,  or 
lands  held  in  trust  for  them,  except  mill  sites,  and  the  said  lands 
shall  afterwards  be  sold  to  any  other  person,  such  stock-holder 
shall  be  paid  the  actual  value  of  such  improvement,  and  shall  be 
allowed  to  retain  possession  thereof  six  months  after  such  sale, 
and  until  such  payment  be  made. 

Art.  18. — Any  stock-holder  may  authorize  another  to  act  and 
vote  for  him  in  any  meeting  of  the  Company. 


odi>^:iiQ^dl}r^tei^l^B  ^^  meeting  of  the  stock- 

helA&.tlie  irst  t^  year,  at  Pike 

^Kiyer,  at  wMcK  all  omcers  shall  be  elected,  g,^id  sueh  other  busi- 
ness done  as  the  Company  may  think  necessary.    The  extraordi- 
liary  meetings 'of  ilie  pompany  shall  hereafter  be  .  called  by  ^  the 
'  Board  6f  Directors,  wha  shall  publish  a  notice  thereof  for  four 
weeks  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  Oswego,  and  the  New.  York 
State  paper,  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  such  meeting. 
Art,  20. — This  Constitution  may  b^  amended  by  two-thirds  of 
^•'-^  the  votes  given  kt  any  regular  meeting., 

Art.  21. — All  former  Constitutions  o^  tliis  Company  are  hereby 
"^'^'Vepealed,  but  all  rights  acg^uired,  and  liabilities  incurred,  under 
'  the  old  Constitution,  are  intended  to  be  reserved  and  retained. 

Art.  22.-^;N^o  money  shall  be  paid  out  by  the  Treasurer,  except 
'  on  the  order  of  tl&e  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which 

order  shall  state  for  what  object  the  money  is  to  be  paid. 
^^^^'^'A.¥t.  ^3.~the  Company  may,  at  any  regular  meeting,  remove 
Ijny  of  their  officers,  and  elect  others  to  fill  their  vacancies. 

Art.  24:.— In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  and  Secretary,  and 
Assistant  Secretary,  from  any  regular  meeting,  such  officiprs  ntnay 
•'  be  appointed  ^/'c>^(^wi.    .  \^       .  :  ;   •  \>  od 

p^^^  Elder  WooDiN  was  chosen  the  first  Chairman,  and  John Bullen^ 
jr.,  the  first  Secretary.  Four  hundred  certificates  of  scrip  were 
issued  at  $10  each,  and  signed  by  the  officers.  They  read  thus: 

"No.  -^-TT^,  ,,  This  pertifies  that  Jason  LoTHROP,  or  M  assigns, 
i9  entitled  to  one  share  of  th^  stock  of  tho 

letl'  1>7i'    '  ^^stern  Ernigrating  ' Compariy^;r'.'i^\/.u  j^i  ^ 
after  signing  the  Constitution  of  said  Company,  and  inrall:'fes- 
pects  complying  with  its  provisions,  and  not  otherwise..  /jJio.i  D 
Dated  Hannibal,  K  Y., )  Ihsu  hlism 

.Jjjf.prder  of  said  Companjf  L/m 
/     '  PETER  WOODIN,  Chairmatfi*> 
John  Btillen,^Ji'^ Secretary:^  '^^^  ''^'^'^ 


456 


This  scrip  was  in  good  demand,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
four  hundred  shares  were  taken.  Even  poor  persons,  who  either 
expected  to  remove  West,  or  hoped  to  share  in  large  prospective 
gains,  paid  their  money  and  took  shares. 

Money  being  raised  to  commence  operations,  Waters  To wsley, 
C.  W.  TuKNEE,  and  Sidney  Egberts,  being  appointed  exjplorers^ 
left  on  the  25th  of  March,  1835,  for  the  West.  They  proceeded 
first  to  Milwaukee,  according  to  previous  understanding.  Each 
of  them  then  took  a  portion  of  the  money  raised,  and  were  to  be 
allowed  one  dollar  per  day,  and  their  fare  paid,  provided  that  r 
their  expenses  and  services  did  not  exceed  $100  each.  Instruc- 
tions were  given  them  by  the  Company,  as  drawn  up  by  William 
BuLLEN.  Bonds  were  required  of  each  of  them  for  the  money  re- 
ceived. Elder  Woodin  was  constituted  the  other  party  in  behalf 
of  the  Company,  who,  in  all  such  transactions,  was  to  represent 
it. 

At  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  the  explorers,  it  was  agreed 
that  John  Bullen,  Jr.,  who  could  not  then  leave  home,  should  go 
in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  if  money  could  be  raised.  He  was 
to  take  the  place  of  the  four  already  mentioned,  or  serve  in  addi- 
tion to  them.  After  ascertaining  that  the  four  were  soon  to  return, 
he  was  appointed  and  commissioned  plenipotentiary  from  the  Com- 
pany to  carry  into  efPect  what  the  first  agents  had  commenced, 
and  to  take  sole  charge  of  the  money  raised  from  the  four  hun- 
dred more  shares.  It  was  thought  that  little  more  remained  for 
him  to  do.  than  to  pay  over  the  money  on  the  contract  supposed 
to  have  been  made  for  an  interest  at  Boot  River,  now  Racine. 

The  explorers,  on  coming  West,  made  their  first  attempt  to 
secure  a  location  at  Milwaukee,  but  finding  SoLOMOif  Juneau, 
George  H.  Walker,  and  others,  on  the  ground,  with  whom  they 
could  make  no  compromise,  they  went  south  to  Root  River,  where 
they  also  found  claimants.  To  Capt.  Gilbert  Knapp,  Wm.  Luce 
and  Mr.  Hubbabd,  they  made  proposals,  and  supposed  they  were 
accepted.  But,  for  some  reason,  they  were  rejected  amidst  unkind 
feelings.    The  fault  alleged  to  them,  was  duplicity  on  the  part  of 
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the  agents.  Turner  was  not  inclined  to  return  east  with  the  other 
explorers,  but  tarried  till  the  arrival  of  J.  Bullen,  Jr.,  and  went 
still  farther  south  in  search  of  a  location  either  for  himself  or  the 
Company.  He  and  Bullen  fixed  on  the  mouth  of  Pike  Kiver  for 
a  habitation.  Differences  arising  between  them,  they  did  not 
long  act  in  concert,  but  in  opposition  to  each  other.  As  early  as 
the  first  of  August,  1835,  Turner  made  his  claim,  and  put  up  his 
house  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where  he  resided  till  his  death, 
His  claim  of  160  acres  was  allowed  him  by  the  Judicial  Commit- 
tee, and  he  had  it  surveyed  into  blocks  and  lots,  and  made  sale 
of  some  of  them.  Bullen  made  a  claim  south  of  him,  near  the 
present  brick-yard,  and  there  made  his  first  residence.  But  when 
the  Government  surveys  were  made,  these  two  claims  were  sup- 
posed to  be  on  the  same  quarter  section. 

From  what  I  could  learn  on  my  arrival,  Bullen  had  hired  the 
WooDBRiDGES  to  build  him  a  log  house  on  the  claim  since  held  by 
S.  Hale,  then  supposed  to  be  one  with  the  Kimball  claim  ;  and 
that  after  this  was  built,  they  put  up  another  about  twenty  rods 
west  of  it,  since  occupied  as  a  shoe-shop,  and  sometimes  as  a 
dwelling  house  by  E.  "Woodbridge,  Bullen  had  put  Mr.  A.  Kel- 
logg into  the  first  named  house  before  it  had  a  door,  floor,  or  win- 
dow— a  mere  pen.  After  that,  I  finished  and  lived  in  it  tilt' Jan- 
uary following.  In  consequence  of  this  house  being  occupied, 
the  Woodbridges  pretended  to  occupy  their  small  shanty.  On  this 
a  dispute  arose  between  them  and  Bullen,  who,  on  raising  the 
first  frame,  was  opposed  by  E.  Woodbridge  with  his  axe.  The 
committee  on  claims  were  called  upon  to  settle  the  dispute,  but 
no  decision  was  obtained  from  them.  For  a  long  time,  the  parties 
attempted  a  settlement,  and  finally  the  Woodbridges  relinquished 
all  their  claims  to  Bullen — viz. :  the  Kimball  claim,  and  those 
soon  after  occupied  by  W.  Bullen,  J.  Lothrop,  A.  Foster,  and 
eighty  acres  by  S.  Doolittle,  together  with  a  quit  claim  of  the 
other  eighty,  if  Jerome  would  consent  to  relinquish  it,  which  it 
appears  he  did  not.  For  all,  the  Bullens'  paid,  1  think,  about 
$400. 
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nedi  Hitherto  no  meeting  of  the  Company  had  been  held  in  this 
Territory,  nor  any  business  done  in  their  name  in  Southport,  ex- 
cept by  their  agent,  J.  Bullen,  jr.  Not  long  after  this,  however, 
Directors  were  appointed  at  Hannibal,       Y.,  and  some  in  this 

I       place,  to  transact  business  with  the  agent  for  the  Company. 

.  g  The  first  Constitution  required  of  each  member  of  the  Com- 
pany, that  he  should  remove  West  to  their  location  within  a 
given  time — by  June,  1836  ;  so  that  all  calculated  upon  the  Com- 
pany, and  the  aid  of  all  its  members,  whenever  the  home  should 
be  found.  This  encouraged  some  to  remove,  who  would  not 
otherwise  have  gone  West,  especially  at  so  early  a  period.  But 
on  the  change  of  the  Constitution,  those  who  had  emigrated 
found  too  late  that  they  were  to  bear  all  the  burdens  and  expense 
of  making  and  sustaining  the  location  and  the  contiguous  claims, 
while  those  behind  were  to  share  in  the  profits.  This  fact  they 
saw  early  in  the  winter  of  1836,  and  the  newly  appointed  Direc- 
tors in  what  afterwards  became  Wisconsin, resolved  that  toequal- 
fjbofee  the  burdens,  each  one  holding  a  contiguous  claim  be  allowed 
■-  $12  per  month ;  but  in  the  ensuing  spring,  finding  no  funds  in 
the  hands  of  the  Company  to  meet  the  great  expense  of  living 
here,  it  was  again  resolved,  that  all  the  contiguous  claims  should 
bef  surrendered  to  the  holders  of  the  same. 

The  Location. — On  the  25rti  of  August,  1835,  Mr.  Russell 
Allen,  who  was  to  start  on  his  return  to  New  York  the  next  day, 
came  out  on  the  prairie  where  some  of  us  were  busily  engaged, 
and  stated  that  he  was  about  to  return,  but  that  he  did  not  like  to 
carry  back  the  report  that  the  Company  had  yet  raade  no  loca- 
tion ;  that  he  understood  that  C.  W.  Turner  had  proposed  to  put 
in  his  claim  at  the  mouth  of  Pike  River,  on  condition  that  Johk 
Bullen,  jr.,  would  put  in  one,  with  certain  others,  and  make  a 
bfilocation  suitable  to  invite  the  emigrators  from'  the  East,  and 
worthy  of  the  Company.  We  all  went  down  to  Bullen's,  when 
J.  Bullen,  R.  Allen  and  I  went  over  to  AVilson's  and  Bacon's, 
and  after  considerable  conversation  together,  and  privately,  Mr. 
Allen  delayed  his  journey,  and  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the 
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Company  was  called  at  Mr.  Wilson's,  and  there  the  following  per- 
sons surrendered  their  claims  as  common  stock  for  the  Company : 
O.  Jerome,  J.  Bullen,  jr.,  J,  G.  Wilson,  H.  Bacon,  0.  W.  Turner 
and  KussELL  Allen.    But  in  the  process  of  this  business,  it  was 
<_^jL.    named,  that  any  member  of  the  Company  could  cast  as  many 
/yi   Yotes  as  he  might  hold  shares  of  stock.    Upon  learning  this  fact, 
jf'r   Mr.  Turner  refused  to  surrender  his  claim,  or  to  do  anything 
about  it.    It  was  engaged  by  the  Agent,  that  the  offensive  article 
in  the  Constitution  should  be  so  amended,  as  again  to  limit  the 
vote  to  ten,  even  should  stock-holders  own  more  than  ten  shares. 
Mr,  Turner  still  objected;  but  all  the  others,  however,  were  dis- 
•^i-  posed  to  abide  by  these  proposals,  some,  if  not  all  of  them,  re- 
serving an  acre  or  two  for  their  own  use,  to  be  selected  where 
they  might  choose.    I  wrote  a  letter  to  be  conveyed  by  Mr.  Al- 
len to  Hannibal,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  these  persons 
had  surrendered  their  locations  for  a  home  for  the  Company, 
^   thereby  sacrificing  what  they  had  for  the  benefit  and  welfare  of 
r    that  body  ;  leaving  it  with  them  to  make  such  compensation  as 
they  might  deem  ,  proper,  when  they  should  see  what  these 
claimants  had  endured  to  secure  Sv>  good  a  location.  '  ^- 

It  was  not,  till  many  months  after  this,  generally  known '^Ihat 
any  security  was  given  to  any-  persons  for  the  relinquishment  of 
their  claims  to  the  Company.  When  the  Directors  were  transact- 
j  ing  different  matters  of  business,  they  learned  that  Bacon  and 
Wilson  had  notes  against  the  Company  to  the  amount  of  $1,500 
and  $2,000,  from  Allen  and  Bullbn  ;  and  since  then,  that  Dewitt 
Bullen  had  also  a  note  from  them  for  $1,500,  for  the  Kimball 
j  .  claim.    All  this  appeared  to  have  been  kept  a  secret  as  long  as 
E  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  C.  W.  Turner  into  a  relin- 
quishment  of  his  claim  ;  but  when  the  Directors  were  consulting 
on  the  amount  to  be  allowed  to  them  for  holding  the  same,  it  was 
ascertained  that  they  even  had  a  greater  amount  secured  to  them 
than  some  of  the  Directors  were  disposed  to  allow.    On  account 
of  this,  and  other  deceptions  practised  by  the  Agent  about  this 
time,  Mr.  Turner's  refusal  to  surrender  his  claim  Was  fully  justi- 

bnu  t>dt   -{.Uii--   -^i^         -  .;:iIiU..&-;:-^c- 
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fied,  especially  by  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  claimants  in 
'  Racine  county  in  their  opinion  on  that  trial. 

The  Result. — It  has  often  been  asked,  what  became  of  the 
money  raised  by  the  Emigration  Company,  by  the  sale  of  their 
scrip  ?  It  is  difficult  to  tell.  Perhaps  some  of  the  Agents,  were 
they  disposed,  could  cast  some  light  upon  the  subject.  We  will 
make  the  best  apology  we  can,  in  all  charity.  There  was  an  early 
prejudice  in  all  the  surrounding  country  against  the  Emigration 
Co.,  not  only  because  of  the  offence  taken  at  Racine,  but  because 
there  was  a  suspicion  of  monopoly  which  operated  against  all  the 
doings  of  the  Company.  But  the  principal  difficulty  was  early 
seen,  that  no  company  or  corporation  could  obtain  pre-emption  on 
their  lands.  This  cut  off  the  expectations  of  the  stock-holders, 
unless  their  claims  to  a  portion  of  the  location  were  given  up. 
Attempts  were  made  to  obtain  a  special  pre  emption  on  two  sec- 
tions of  land,  which  included  the  Company's  claim,  to  be  divided 
into  lots,  and  sold  at  a  fixed  price  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
harbor.  The  bill  failed  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  Some 
portion  of  the  location  had  been  surveyed  by  the  occupants ;  the 
Company  could  not,  therefore,  obtain  the  pre-emption.  But  there 
had  been  residents  on  the  same,  who  had  neither  surveyed  nor 
sold  any  part  of  the  quarter  section  on  which  they  had  lived ; 
therefore  David  Ceossit  obtained  the  pre-emption  on  the  Kimball 
claim,  and  William  Bullen  on  the  Baoon  claim.  Those  who  had 
bought  lots  of  the  original  proprietors,  were  secured  in  their  pur- 
chase. As  the  matter  stood,  nothing  was  done  to  call  the  Direc- 
tors to  account,  and  the  Agents  not  being  called  on,  retained  what 
they  had  and  could  safely  hold.  William  Bullen  had  some  funds 
to  be  divided  among  the  stock-holders,  not  amounting,  however, 
to  more  than  about  thirty-three  per  cent — a  part  of  which  he  paid 
from  his  store.  Thus  ended  the  Emigration  Company,  which  had 
its  origin  in  good  faith,  but  being  conducted  by  bad  policy,  ended 
in  the  benefit  of  a  few,  and  disappointment  of  many. 

Claims  and  Claim  Trials. — The  generations  to  come  will  not 
understand  the  worth  of  their  possessions,  only  as  they  see  and 
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understand  their  cost.  The  object  of  all  the  emigrants,  was  to 
obtain  lands  for  an  inheritance  for  their  children.  As  for  them- 
selves, the  trials  and  labors  incident  to  a  new  country  were  often 
too  much  for  them ;  some,  unable  to  endure  the  conflict,  returned 
to  the  East ;  while  others  came  prepared  to  buffet  all  trials  and 
hardships,  however  severe.  Much  conflicting  interest  was  mani- 
fest between  the  settlers,  from  the  first,  in  making  their  claims. 
Some  were  greedy  in  securing  at  least  one  section  of  640  acres  for 
themselves,  and  some  as  much  for  all  their  friends  whom  they 
expected  to  settle  in  the  country.  Before  the  lands  were  sur- 
veyed^  this  often  brought  confusion  and  disputes  with  reference 
to  boundary  lines,  and  still  greater  confusion  followed  when  the 
Government  surveys  were  made  in  the  winter  of  1835-36.  These 
contentions  often  led  to  bitter  quarrels,  and  even  blood  shed.  Dr. 
B.  B.  Gary,  of  Kacine,  probably  carries  to  this  day  a  ball  thus 
received.  Early  meetings  were  called  to  devise  measures  to  se- 
cure peaceable  possession  of  each  one's  claim.  It  was  found  ne- 
cessary to  form  a  kind  of  protective  union,  and  establish  some 
rules  that  should  be  our  laws  for  the  security  and  protection  of  our 
claims.  Accordingly  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  store  of  Bullen 
&  Co.,  at  Pike  River,  on  the  13th  of  February,  1836,  when  Aus- 
tin Kellogg  was  chosen  chairman,  and  "Wm.  C.  Etheidge  clerk, 
when  a  suitable  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  del- 
egates appointed  to  attend  a  similar  and  more  general  meeting  at 
Racine.  This  Racine  meeting  was  attended  by  delegates  from  the 
several  settlements  in  then  Milwaukee  county,  and  resulted  in 
the  formation  of  the  Milwaukee  Union.  Congress  was  petitioned 
to  assist  us  by  the  enactment  of  suitable  pre-emption  laws.  The 
proceedings  of  these  two  early  meetings  or  conventions,  are  here- 
with appended.  These  proceedings  I  printed  at  the  time — the 
former  on  a  large  slip  or  broadside,  and  the  latter  in  a  pamphlet 
of  nine  pages.  I  have  but  a  single  copy  of  each  remaining — that 
of  the  Pike  River  meeting  is  a  rejected  proof,  as  all  the  good 
copies  were  taken  away ;  I  send  both  as  specimens  to  the  Histo- 
rical Society  for  preservation.  This  printing  I  did  on  a  rude  press 
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of  my  own  construction,  placed  on  a  stump."^  A  wooden  box  wa#' '» j'^^ 
made,  about  twelv^  hj  twenty-four  inches  in  size,  with  sides  ris- 
ing above  the  base  on  which  the  type  were  made  to  stand,  of  the 
height  of  the  typo ;  I  made  my  own  ink,  and  used  the  old  fash- 
ioned ball  with  which  to  distribute  the  ink  on  the  type,  and  then  a 
roller  passed  oy^r,  the  paper  on  th^  form^  resting  on  the  sides  of  the 
box  or  table,  that  did  the  press- work.    The  whole  expense  of  my 
printing  materials,  including  type,  could  not  have  been  ten  dol- 
lars.   It  was  with  such  Un^ited  accommodations  that  I  executed 
this  early  pri^ ting  at  Pike  River.  :  By  these  simple  materials  I 
have  printed  some;  things,  when  and  where  no  other  printing    '  ' 
could  be  had.    At  one  time,  I  printed  250  copies  of  a  volume  of 
about  130  pages.    When  ^' out  of  sorts,^^  I  cast  some  of  certain  ''^^ 
letters,  made  quads  and  spaces  ;  and  thus  I  managed  to  mantifae^- 
ture  books,  bound  them  myself,  and  7'ead  them.     As  some  im- 
provements have  been  made  in  printing  since  that  day,  I  can  very 
well  dispense  with  my  old  establishment  and  business  in  that 
line,    1,  may  add,  that  my  press  and  mtensils  for  printing  would 
now  be  a  subject  for  sport,  of  which  they  have  elicited  an  abun-^^^^^*^ 
dance;  the  type  have  prcjbably  been  doing-business  ia  anoth^'  •  '^^  ^ 
form  for  years  past,   ,)■  ■)  .-rV/*  'iff       aoaoilo         •o;.)-'>-i;th]3!  toi 

I  may  truly  say,  that  this  old  subject  of  claim  is  an  unpleasant  -^^^i 
one;  it  creates  hard  feelings,  and  stirs  up  bad  bloody  which  'have 
not  yet  become  entirely  extinct.  ' 

Indians. — They  were  plenty  among  us,  and  through  this  coun- 
ty, in  1§,35.  We  had  frequent  visits  from  them,  and  saw  them 
in  all  parts  of  the  county.  Deer  were  then  plenty,  so  much  so 
that  in  making  a  survey  of  twenty  miles,  more  than  fifty  might 
be  seen,  and  sometimes  as  many  as  twenty  together.  Wh&te 
there  w^  so  much  game,  of  course  there  were  Indians,  and  they 
were  ofte|i  with  us  on  our  surveying  excursions/ •  ;  In  tie  autumn 


*  This  printing  by'Mr.  Lpthbop  must  hard  teea  done  in  Febrtftlry  and  Marcb;''l836,  aiid  his  litOe 
printing  establishmenf,  we  think,  must  have  been  the  second  ia  Wiscmmjx.  - -1:1x9.  Green  fiay  JnUili- 
gencer  was  commenced  Dec.  11, 1833 ;  and  the  Milwaukee  Advertiser  not  till  Jul/,  1836.  The  Witcom- 
sin  Free  Press,  at  Green  Bay,  was  published  quite  early— probably  commenced  in  1836.       L.  C.  D. 
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of  ISB^yWG  liad  a  long  visit  from  them — longer  thian  they  wished  '^"^^^ 
to  pay,  or  we  receive.    They  were  on  their  return  from  Chicago',  '^^^ 
where  they  had  received  their  annual  payment  from  the  Govern- 
ment,  when  a  storm  drove  them  on  shore  with  us,  and  about  three  ^'^^ 
hundred  of  them  were  weather  bound  for  nearly  three  weeks.  At  '  '^^^ 
first  they  were  peaceable  and  good  customers,  tiU'^ur  pr6^iM0ns     '  ^ 
ran  short ;  when  they  pressed  us  hard,  and  sometimes  alarmed  the 
few  who, ought  to  have  sold  to  them  enough  to  have  satisfied  their  ^^^^ 
wants.j,,Iii  their  extremity,  they  took  some  hogs  and  cattle.  The  '^^'^ 
chief  trouble  arose  from  their  constant  desire  for  whiskey,  whioh 
they  seemed  to  suppo  se  every  white  man  must  have  on  hand ; 
and  not  getting  it,  they  disturbed  our  nights  as  well  as  days.  As 
the  country,  had  not  yet  b  een  surveyed,  there  was  some  fear  of  ' 
them^g^I       to  sBiro  '  •^^^'^^^ 

Bwmmg  the  Prairies. — After  the  first  frbst,  'in  Ihie  autumn  of 
1835,  had  killed  the  millions  of  tons  of  grass  west  of  us,  we  be- 
gan, at  Pike  River,  to  see  the  rising  smok^  at  a  distance.  The 
Indians  probably  had  fired  the  prairies  as  early  asHhey  c6uld  for 
hunting  purposes.  It  was  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  Septem- 
ber. We  began  to  see  the  advancing  fire  towards  evening  on  the 
prairie^  three  miles  west  of  us;  and,  before  twelve  o'clock,  it 
became,  a  serious  afiair.  The  wind  was  from  the  south-west,  and 
pretty  strong;,  and  the  fire  progressed  rapidly.  The  blaze  and 
burning  fragments  being  blown  by  the  wind,  caught  the  tops  of 
the  high  grass,  and  the  raging  fire  continued  to  advance  so  swift- 
ly that  a  deer  would  hardly  escape  it.  About  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening  it  reached  the  woods,  which  extended  back  from  the  Lake 
half  a  mile,  when  the  rich  foliage  and  fallen  leaves  fed  the  flame 
to  a  great  height. ,  Sqme  precaution  had  been  uised  for  thd  protec- 
tion of  our  shanties  and  stacks  of  hay;  but  we  saw,  as  thiB  flood 
of  flame  poured  in,  that  we  were  not  sufficiently  prepared.  Cover- 
lets and  blankets  were  thrown  into  the  water,  and  spread  over 
the  hay  for  its  safety.  The  roaring  terror  came  through  therwd6ds  '  ~ 
with  awful  grandeur.  Large  trees,  as  well  as  all  smaller  vegeta-  '-''^^'^ 
tion,  quickly  fell  before  the  ruthless  invader.  This  was  when  the  " 
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prairies  were  uncropped  by  the  countless  herds  that  now  roam 
over  them. 

Fourth  of  July^  1836. — The  first  celebration  of  Independence 
day  was,  according  to  the  age  of  our  new  settlement,  a  matter  of 
some  interest  to  nearly  all  our  population,  and  numbers  from  Ea- 
'cine.  The  place  chosen  for  this  display  of  their  loyalty  to  old 
custom,  was  in  a  beautiful  grove  near  the  north  end  of  the  Island, 
and  near  the  lake.  Some  hundreds  were  addressed  by  the  writer; 
and  several  good  old  songs  were  sung  with  much  spirit,  the  whole 
people^ constituting  the  choir,  making  the  grove  resound  with 
their  patriotic  sentiment^  in  Auld  Lang  Syne.  Pleasant  Prairie 
sent  a  large  delegation  of  men,  women,  and  children,  on  a  car 
drawn  by  twenty  yoke  of  oxen,  carrying  flags  suited  to  the  occa- 
sion. A  suitable  dinner  was  furnished  near  the  house  of  Mr.  Ee- 
siGNE,  on -the  bank  of  the  Lake.  Their  toasts  required  the  aid  of 
neither  rum  nor  party  politics.  At  this  period  every  settler  was 
chiefly  concerned  in  making  and  protecting  his  claim. 

The  Harbor  and  Piers. — For  some  years  after  the  first  settle- 
ment was  made  at  Pike  Eiver,  much  difiiculty  was  experienced 
in  landing  passengers  and  freight  from  the  boats  which  called  at 
the  place.  In  1835,  schooners  from  the  Lower  Lakes  ventured 
within  a  mile  of  the  shore,  and  some  a  little  nearer,  and  sent  their 
lading  on  shore  by  their  small  boats,  at  the  risk  of  hard  labor  and 
damage.  Smaller  craft  came  near  land.  Capt.  Eobinson,  of  the 
small  schooner  "  Hiram^'^  brought  lumber  in  1835 ;  and  the 
schooner  "  Fly^^  brought  potatoes  from  Michigan.  The  steamer 
Detroit^''  in  1836,  was  the  first  that  ventured  here  with  passen- 
gers and  provisions ;  the  "  Daniel  Wehster^^  made  us  a  call  in 
1837 ;  and  after  this,  all  kinds  of  vessels  called  in  good  weather. 
In  the  summer  of  1836,  our  first  citizens  provided  a  lighter,  which 
considerably  lessened  the  risk  in  landing ;  A.  G.  Northwat  de- 
serves the  credit  of  having  built  and  managed  this  craft. 

It  had  been  observed  by  some  of  the  early  settlers,  that  where 
poles  had  l^een  driven  in  the  Lake,  so  as  to  penetrate  firmly  into 
the  clay,  they  withstood  the  severe  north- casters.    This  fact  sug- 
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gesfed  the  possibility  of  being  able  to  erect  a  pier  or  bridge  into 
the  Lake.  H  G.  Orrs,  who  came  to  this  place  in  1836,  was  the 
first  to  make  a  move  for  a  pier.  lie  proposed  it  in  1839,  bat  was 
considered  chimerical  in  his  calculations.  In  181:0,  ho  eaw  Mr. 
Cahoon,  the  well  known  nursery  man  and  horticulturist,  and  en- 
gaged him  to  prosecute  the  work;  and  on  this,  the  middle  pier, 
and  on  the  warehouse,  Mr.  Oris  expended  not  less  than  $2,000. 
The  attempt  was  at  first  a  good  deal  ridiculed  bj  some  of  our  sis- 
ter Lake  port  towns,  which  have  since  profited  hy  the  example. 
Two  more  piers  were  afterwards  built,  and  all  have  been  con- 
stantly used  during  the  sta^on  of  navigation.  AH  the  Lake  ports, 
and  the  country  generally,  have  been  greatly  indebted  to  these 
gubstitutes  for  harbors. 

Temperance. — Kenosha  once  boasted  of  being  ahead  of  all 
places  upon  Lake  Michigan  in  the  temperance  cause.  This  was 
in  part  owing  to  the  temperance  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
Emigration  Company,  which,  of  course,  drew  t'^gether  a  class  of 
persons  of  habits  so  formed  as  to  readily  comply  with  this  require- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  In  the  autumn  of  I  835,  a  request  was 
made  to  the  writer  to  give  a  temperance  lecture  at  the  house  of 
Chris LX)PHER  DERBYSuiaR,  in  Pleasant  Prairie,  on  a  Sunday  after- 
noon. Mr.  HiGGiNs  and  Sereno  Fowler  were  the  first  movers  of 
this  meeting.  A  good  congregation  was  present,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  address,  forty  five  persons  gave  their  names  to  a  pledge  of 
total  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  drinks. 

A  few  weeks  after,  a  meeting  was  called  at  Pike  Creek,  and  an  ad- 
dress made  by  the  writer, when  thirty  names  were  subscribed  to  the 
temperance  pledge.  From  that  time  till  about  1810,  Pike  Creek 
(or  Southport)  was  remarkable  f  >r  the  temperance  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. A  change,  however,  came  over  the  place  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  limited  temperarice.  One  fact  will  ilhistrate  the  new  prin- 
ciple. Various  talents  were  called  into  requisition  to  present  at 
our  meetirigs  the  subject  uf  temperance  Rev.  Mr.  Alansox,  of 
theEpiscopal  church,  was  n  quo  ted  to  give  his  views.  "  O,  jes," 
said  he,  "1  have  often  lectured  on  temperance,  and  will  accept 
&9 
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yonr  invitation  for  next  Tuesday  evening."  Meanwhile,  it  was 
ascertained,  that  his  views  favored  moderate  drinking.  He  was 
told,  that  such  were  not  the  principles  of  the  Southport  Temper- 
ance Society ;  when  he  concluded  not  to  lecture,  but  to  give  his 
notions  on  the  previous  Sabbath  evening.  He  did  so,  informing 
the  people  that  he  did  not  deny  himself  the  privilege  of  wetting 
his  lip  when  he  chose  to  do  so,  but  waroed  them  against  in- 
toxication, as  a  beastly  act,  and  unworthy  of  the  dignity  of  man. 
He  allowed  that  there  were  cases  in  which  the  principles  of  total 
abstinence  might  be  the  most  proper  for  a  society  to  adopt; 
that  when  a  person  was  aware  of  the  fact,  that  he  could  not  drink 
without  indulging  to  excess,  such  might,  if  they  chose,  unite  with 
such  a  Society,  and  be  benefitted  by  it,  and  rather  advised  such, 
to  join  it. 

When  the  next  Tuesday  evening  came,  no  one  was  prepared  to 
address  the  meeting ;  and  the  writer,  who  was  then  President  of 
the  Society,  was  pressed  into  the  work.  He  stated  that  Southport 
had  been  acknowledged  as  the  most  noted  for  temperance  of  any 
place  on  Lake  Michigan  ;  and  then  remarked,  that  it  was  by  total 
abstinence  principles  that  this  high  reputation  had  been  attained. 
He  then  warned  them  against  the  introduction  of  the  new  theory 
of  Mr.  Alakson  ;  yet  to  test  the  practical  efiicacy  of  the  two  theo- 
ries, he  would  ask  the  committee  to  circulate  in  the  large  congre- 
gation a  paper  for  the  names  of  such  as  could  not  drink  without 
excess.  After  a  careful  circulation  of  the  paper,  it  was  found 
l^hat  not  one  had  signed  it.  He  then  suggested,  that  as  Paul  had 
advanced  the  benevolent  idea,  that  "  It  is  good  neither  to  eat 
flesh,  nor  to  drink  wine,  nor  any  thing  whereby  thy  brother  is 
offended  or  is  made  weak,"  so  they  might  act  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple, and  sign  the  total  abstinence  pledge,  if  not  for  their  own 
sakes,  yet  for  the  good  of  others ;  that  it  was  hard  for  those  whom 
we  love,  and  for  whom  we  would  even  make  sacrifice,  to  act  alone, 
but  upon  this  benevolent  principle  they  would  sign  it  in  company 
with  others.    The  pledge  was  now  circulated,  and  about  thirty 
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additional  names  obtained.  This  argument  was  not  lost  on  the 
public  mind. 

But  soon  after  this,  the  Washingtonian  temperance  organization 
becoming  the  fashion  of  the  day,  the  old  officers  resigned,  and,  as  a 
premium  to  others  for  becoming  temperate,  they  were  appointed. 
Soon  after,  the  Glee  Glicb,  which  thought  to  put  down  the  evil  of 
intemperance  by  songs  and  good  cheer,  made  the  experiment,  and 
found  this  kind  went  not  out  by  laughing  and  singing.  Then 
came  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  who  were  disposed  to  make  the 
principle  of  secrecy  subservient  to  the  good  cause  of  temperance. 
This  had  two  objects,  self  protection  and  temperance.  The  first, 
as  might  have  been  foreseen,  gained  the  ascendancy,  and  the 
failure  has  become  universally  obvious.  Since  then,  little  has 
been  done  to  stem  the  torrent,  except  the  efforts  put  forth  to  se- 
cure the  aid  of  the  Maine  Law. 

Education. — Early  attention  was  given  to  the  subject  of  edu- 
cation. In  the  winter  and  summer  of  1836,  a  school  was  kept  in 
the  first  framed  house  built  in  the  place.  On  this  subject,  Hon. 
M.  Frank  says  in  his  sketch  of  Southport :  "  On  the  approach  of 
winter,  tbe  inhabitants,  with  commendable  enterprise,  succeeded 
in  establishing  a  school ;  Rev.  Jason  Lothrop  collected  about 
thirty  scholars,  the  larger  part  of  which  were  from  the  surround, 
ing  country."  A  large  log  school-house  was  built  at  an  early  day. 
From  that  time  special  pains  have  been  taken  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  education,  providing  good  houses  and  the  best  of 
teachers.  The  high  standard  of  education  now  supported  by  the 
city  of  Kt  nosha,  may  be  justly  regarded  as  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  these  early  exertions. 

R'  ligion. — It  was  a  very  appropriate  remark  concerning  many 
of  the  professors  of  religion  migrating  from  the  East,  that  their 
religion  would  not  bear  transportation,  but  was  generally  lost  in 
the  passage  over  the  Lakes.  It  was  a  lamentable  fact,  that  very 
few  showed  any  greater  interest  for  any  object,  than  they  did  for 
a  good  claim  f''  even  in  the  early  meetings  which  the  settlers 
held  in  1835,  the  frequent  allusions  to  making  a  good  claim  in 


468 


heaven,  showed  where  the  heart  was.  Nearly  two  years  paesed 
befon^  any  move  was  made  for  the  organization  of  any  church, 
Mr.  Abneb  Barlow,  tlien  a  Metbodist  preacher,  rteidin^  in  Pleas- 
ant Prairie,  was  the  tirfct  person  wLo  statedly  preached  in  what  ie 
now  Kenosha  After  him  we  had  various  calls  from  those  who 
professed  to  preach  tho  gospel.  When  different  demoninationg 
came  to  be  represented  by  their  preachers,  they  met  usually  in 
the  old  L'g  school  houee  on  !Main  stieet.  Tlitn  theiG  was  much 
harmony.  !No  church  was  cmbtitufed  till  Januaiy,  3  837,  when 
the  Methodists  fornteti  a  society.  The  Congregational  chujch  waa 
organized  in  Jnne,  1838,  by  Eev.  Mr.  Crawfoed  ;  their  first  pas- 
tor was  RtrV.  Mr.  Nichols^\  The  Baptist  church  was  constituted 
in  September,  183S  ;  Rav.  Jason  Lotukop  was  their  first  pastor, 
and  held  that  relation  about  mno  years,  when  illness  compelled 
him  to  res'gn  the  charoo.  The  Episcopal  church  was  organized 
in  1810,  by  Hqv.  Mr.  Hull;  their  first  pastor  was  Rev.  William 
AlansoNc  No  other  churches  weje  formed  within  the  period  of 
which  I  write. 

j^irsi  settlers  of  Kenosha  County. — G.  II.  Kimball,  Hudson  Ba- 
con, John  Bullen,  Jr.,  8.  H^signe,  Jonathan  Pierce,  Gardner  Wil- 
son, JaS'^n  Lothrop,  Wiibam  Bullen,  Kekon  Lay,  Allied  Foster^ 
Waters  Towsley,  David  Crosbit,  may  be  named  as  eaily  settlers 
at  Pike  Hi  ver,  afterwards  called  Southport,  and  still  later  Ke- 
nosha. Many  came  into  the  place,  and  remained  till  they  could 
eecure  claims  in  the  country  back  ;  these  are  not  named  in  th© 
above  list. 

rieasant  Prairie, — Horace  Wood  bridge  and  Jacob  Miller 
were  the  first  settlers  in  this  town  ;  the  latter  1i:ept  a  tavern  in  a 
log  house  Oil  the  Ur«ited  States'  road,  where  John  Eastman,  Esq., 
now  resides.  After  them  caoie  Sjlvestor  Pierce,  Caleb  Pierce, 
Robert  Barnes  ;  the  first  two  moved  into  Ilickorj  Grove,  and  the 
latter  located  on  the  United  States'  road,  where  Charles  Morgan 


»  In  I*>»;t',«.  llist"»,v  «if  Hip  Pitj-Im  t'rijin  an<l  CotipTi'>.'Mllt.ri;il  cliuriflit'R  in  \ViBcoh<-in  it  is  Ktiite<J  tliattlm 
KeIl«»^».at•hu.cll  ua«  i>i):jiiiix»(l  .hin-  2;jtlt.  IK^S,  l.v  Ii«  v.  GitUiiliT  tlUiWFOi.D  ;  aod  Rev.  C,  C.  CarweU 
WOk  tbe  UiYrl  luiuihUr,  {xora  Julj  ,  I'lXA,  U  Julj,  li>S9.  L.  C.  O. 
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BOW  lives.  Then  came  John  T.  Cacif,  and  soon  afl:er  Owm  Ste- 
Tens,  who  afterwards  leU,  Abi.er  Ddilow-,  who  siihstMjnently 
preached  at  Pike  Ri vei*  and  eK^ewhcre.  Kuly  in  IScJd,  Daniel 
Stevens,  Ohridtopher  Derbyshire,  and  tlie  Talcotts. 

Somers. — The  Taiuilj  of  Fe!che3  were  here  in  1835,  as  early  a9 
March,  and  were  soon  followed  hy  Mont^otnery,  GrilHii,  Shnark,  \ 
Allen,  Bond,  Wilhiid,  Stevens,  Mil  e'*,  and  DeHcon  Cejihas  Weed. 

Paris. — lldmmond  Mai  fell,  the  North  ways,  H.  Maititou,  FuUom, 
and  C  <fli.'5. 

Brifstol. — Tlev.  Ira  Bristol,  from  whom  the  town  was  named, 
Levi  Grant,  ErJirid^iC,  Wilbnr,  Fitrli  A.  Il'^'^g'ns,  hiss^^n  William 
Iliggins,  and  Rawlcn  Tattle,  were  the  lirst  t^etclv  rs.  J. (el  Wiilker, 
in  the  spring  of  j83  i,  made  hid  claim  on  what  has  since  been 
known  as  W;i!ker'd  Prairie. 

iSalem  — John  Dod^e,  eJohn  Bullen,  D  ivid  Ballcn,  and  Amos 
Graur*n. 

B right  s. — Dr,  Jolmson,  and  Mr.  Wighfman. 

W/tAiadand. — Jenkins,  the  D  xons,  and  P<»wer3. 

Did  time  and  space  permit,  we  shrui'd  like  to  prepem t  moro 
names,  with  a  more  parti^iular  aeconnt  of  ihem  ;  as  it  is,  we  mnst 
be  conreut  to  ch)se  with  sointi  brief  bk^^tches  <jf  a  U\sf  of  the  niuro 
noted  ar>d  pr-onji:  ent. 

G.  11.  Kimball  was  an  early  gettler  at  V\q  Hiver,  afrer  pnr- 
chasing  a  ]arg(3  tract  south  of  the  creek  or  river  ;  and  having  sold 
out  much  of  his  interest,  he  st-ill  lives  iiere.  lie  Isa  a  line  resi- 
dence, where  he  cau  spend  his  old  i^ge  amid  rhe  beauties  of 
catnre,  in  a  thick  forest  of  fruit  and  ornamental  tsees. 

Gen.  John  Bullkn  canie  in  the  year  I8  (j  and  located  in  th© 
town  of  Saleiri,  at  die  place  snll  known  ;!S  BulleL't;  Bridge.  lie 
was  active  and  ioflnential  in  labors  f»r  his  tiAvn  arid  c^  unfj',  and 
was  appoirited  g^^ueral  of  militia  by  Guv.  Dudgb.  Re  died  ia 
Kenosha  in  1852. 

JowN  Bcllen,  Jr ,  soil  of  the  gr^neral,  was  an  early  settler,  and 
for  awhile  so'e  Agent  of  ihe  Emigration  Company,  and  as  deeply 
interested  in  its  fortunes  and  issue  as  any  other  man.    lie  was  for 
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many  years  eugaged  in  mercantile  business,  and  has  been  an  ex- 
tensive land-holder.  He  still  lives  to  witness  the  great  changes 
that  have  taken  place  since  the  dajs  of  1835  and  '36. 

William  Bullen,  his  brother,  was  one  of  the  first  claimants  on 
the  island,  and  afterwards  procured  a  pre  emption  on  the  claim 
made  by  H.  Bacon.  He  pursued  mercantile  business,  and  built 
a  number  of  large  houses,  and  was  much  engaged  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  the  town.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Territorial 
Council  in  1838,  the  two  sessions  of  1839,  and  in  1840  and  '41. 
He  was  honored  as  a  citizen  and  legislator.  He  died  some  years 
since. 

Charles  Dukkee  came  from  Vermont,  his  native  State,  in  1836. 
He  purchased  considerable  property  here,  and  early  commenced 
building,  which  he  pursued  extensively  to  the  advancement  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  place  ;  the  last  of  these  buildings  reared  by 
him  was  the  large  hotel  which  will  continue  to  bear  the  name  of 
Durkee  House  while  it  stands.  He  was  highly  esteemed  by  the 
few  he  found  in  the  place,  and  his  friends  have  steadily  increased 
with  the  population.  Few  men  have  done  so  much  business, 
dealt  with  so  many  persons,  and  made  so  few  enemies.  He  was 
engaged  in  every  good  work,  and  did  his  ftdl  share  in  its  prosecu- 
tion. He  never  waited  to  be  led^  but  was  forward  in  all  plans  of 
mercy  and  benevolence,  even  when  he  knew  the  majority  would 
oppose  him.  In  the  cause  of  temperance  and  freedom,  he  was 
an  early  and  earnest  advocate.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
first  Territorial  Legislature  in  1836,  and  also  in  1837  and  '38;  in 
1850,  he  was  chosen  to  a  seat  in  the  lower  house  of  Congress? 
where  he  served  his  two  years'  term  ;  and  in  1855,  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  United  States'  Senate.  He  now  resides  in  Dane 
county,  where  he  has  an  extensive  farm. 

R.  H.  Deming  came  here  in  the  year  1836,  and  for  a  time  was 
employed  in  mercantile  affairs.  He  soon  took  a  prominent  part 
in  public  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
place.  His  early  labors  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  temperance  and 
education,  have  identified  him  with  the  history  and  progress  of 
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Southport,  and  the  then  county  of  Kacine.  But  all  his  other 
public  positions  and  services,  will  weigh  little  in  comparison  with 
his  influence  and  labors  connected  with  the  establishment  and 
support  of  our  public  schools.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  favor 
the  organization  of  free  schools,  and  he  has  uniformly  given  them 
his  warm  encouragement.  Kenosha  is  much  indebted  to  him  for 
the  success  of  her  schools,  and  he  has  lived  to  see  some  of  the 
fruits  of  these  labors,  and  in  his  own  family. 

Michael  Fkank  deserves  to  rank  high  as  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  useful  of  our  citizens.  He  has  done  much  towards  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Kenosha.  In  1837,  he  exchanged  his 
home  in  Yirgil,  Courtland  county,  K.  Y.,for  Southport.  Though 
unobtrusive  in  his  manners,  he  soon  became  appreciated  as  editor, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  President  of  the  Corporation, and  member  of 
the  Legislative  Council — in  which  latter  body  he  served  from 
1843  to  1846,  inclusively.  He  has  been  Colonel  of  the  regiment, 
and  had  the  offer  of  a  General's  commission,  but  he  never  valued 
any  military  office,  and  seemed  not  to  love  the  business  of  war. 
If  he  has  taken  pride  in  any  public  stations,  it  has  been  in  those 
which  enabled  him  to  promote  popular  education.  In  our  public 
school  system,  he  is  beginning  to  see  the  utility  of  his  labors  in  a 
generation  rising  up  to  bless  such  philanthropists.  His  "Annals,'* 
carefully  kept  since  he  has  been  a  citizen  with  us,  may  be  of  much 
use  and  value  hereafter. 

Charles  C,  and  Chkistopher  Latham  Sholes  did  not  settle  so 
early  among  us  as  many  others,  but  the  prominent  part  they  have 
taken  in  our  aflfairs,  demands  our  notice. 

C.  C.  Sholes  has  been  long  known  in  Wisconsin — first  at  Green 
Bay,  and  since  in  our  place.  He  represented  Brown  county  in 
the  Territorial  Assembly  in  the  six  sessions  from  1837  to  1840; 
and  in  1855,  represented  this  county  in  the  Assembly,  and  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  that  body.  Here  ia  Kenosha,  he  has  been 
known  as  an  active  citizen,  engaged  in  all  good  labors.  As  mayor 
of  our  city,  his  name  has  been  more  associated  with  the  prosperity 
of  the  place  than  that  of  any  other  person.    In  every  position  he 


has  occupied,  he  has  exhibited  a  character  of  sterling  faithlulnesfe 
and  honesty  of  purpose. 

C.  L  SiioLiis  estciblished  his  newspaper  presa  here  In  1840,  and 
has  sustained  its  credit  and  his  reputation  as  editor,  taking  rank 
with  the  ablest  in  Witconsin  ;  its  independent  and  liberal  char- 
acter is  well  known.  He  served  in  the  Srate  Senate  in  i  8 1-8  and 
MO,  and  in  the  Assembly  in  1852  and  '53,  and  is  now  serving  an- 
other  two  jeais'  term  in  the  Senate.  He  lias  al vvajs  been  forward 
in  every  improvenicnt  and  g(iod  v^ovk.  If  the  spirits  of  the  de- 
paited  infiiience  notje  to  worse  deeda  than  they  do  Lim,  we  shall 
not  be  very  jealous  of  their  visits. 


"CLAIM ANT'S  UNIOM." 
"  At  a  mrcting  of  tl.e  inhahitai^ts  of  Pike  Rirer,  at  the  store  of 
BcM.EN  iSz  Co,  on  the  i;"itli  day  of  February,  1830,  Austin  Ki<:L' 
LOGO  was  chosen  moderator,  and  Willi.am  G.  EtheixIDGK  clerk, 
when  tlie  folKjwing  preamble  and  C  'nbtitution,  p^esentetl  by  the 
committee  appointed  to  drafc  tlie  same,  were  unanimously 
adopted  : 

*'  Whereas,  a  union  an  1  cooperation  of  all  the  inhabitants  will 
be  indif^pensab'y  necessary,  in  case  the  pre  emption  law  should 
not  pass,  for  the  securing  and  prvitecting  of  ourclaim?^:  And 
whereas,  we  duly  appfeciate  the  benefit  which  may  result  from 
such  an  association,  not  o:ily  in  regulating  the  manner  of  making 
aiid  sustaifdrig  claims,  and  settling  differeuees  ifi  regard  to  thena, 
but  in  securing  the  same  to  the  holders  thereof  against  specula* 
tors  at  the  land  sale  ;  and  being  well  awiue  tfiat conaeqnences  tho 
most  dar  geroiis  to  the  inteiests  uf  settlers  will  lollow,  if  snob  a 
nnion  be  riot  formed  ;  and  as  Govern rjiCiit  has  hetetofore  encour- 
aged ea)'gration  by  granting  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers,  we 
are  assured  that  our  setting  and  cultivating  the  public  lands  is  in 
accordance  with  the  best  wishes  of  Government;  and  knowing 
that  in  some  instances  our  neighbors  have  been  dealt  wiih  in  an 
unfeeling  manner,  driven  from  their  homes,  their  property  des- 
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troyed,  their  persona  attached,  and  their  lives  jeoparded,  to  eafc^ 
isfj  the  malignant  disp  tsition  of  unprincipled  and  avaricious 
men  :  and  looking  npon  8nch  proceedings  as  nn  jiist,  calculated  to 
prodilce  anarchy,  confusion  and  the  like  among  n3,  destroy  our 
fair  prospects,  subvert  the  good  order  of  eociety,  and  render  oar 
homes  the  habitations  of  terror  and  distrust — ih'  hotnes,  to  ob- 
tain which  we  have  left  our  friends,  deprived  ouijecl ves  of  tho 
many  blessings  and  privileges  of  sociefy,  liavo  b  >rne  tiie  ex- 
penses, and  encountered  the  hardships  of  a  perilous  journey,  ad* 
vancing  into  a  space  bejond  the  bounds  of  ci vibzarion,  and  hav- 
ing tho  I'  any  ditiiculties  and  o!)strncfio?is  of  a  strite  of  nature  to 
overcome,  and  on  iho  fieaceable  possession  of  which  our  'Ai  is 
depending:  We,  the  re  fj  re,  as  v/ell  nieaning  in!»ai)ifMU'3,  having 
in  view  the  promotion  of  the  inr.f  rest  of  iur  sea  lenient,  and 
knowing  the  inanj  advH.ntHge3  dijrivrd  fronj  unify  of  feeling  and 
action,  do  come  forvvard  ibis  da^ ,  and  soieniidy  pledge  ourselves 
to  render  each  otiier  our  nintual  assi^ranee,  in  ihe  j  rott crion  of 
our  just  rights,  and  in  furtherance  of  rli^^Be  vievv^,  wu  adopt  and 
agree  to  abide  by  and  support,  the  following 

CONSTITUTION" : 

Art  I.  The  name  d  title  of  this  S  uJc ty  fthall  lie  the  *  Pik$ 
liiver  ClamtanU''  Union^  auxilltiry  to  ihe  County  Uitum^  fur 
the  attainment  and  security  ol  titles  to  claims  ou  Government 
lands. 

Art.  2.  Besides  a  Chairman  and  Cleilc,  a  board  of  twelve  Cea- 
Sors  shall  be  appointed  for  the  purpos<iof  decidirigon  all  capes  of 
dispute  between  claimauts^,  coming  belore  theirs,  be  chosen  with- 
out favor  to  name  or  parry  ;  five  from  the  tv/dve  to  constiinte  a 
quorum  to  act  as  the  Board  ;  the  ofher  seven  being  subject  to  ob- 
jection, if  drawn  ;  yet  none  but  the  parries  hiuI  the  Clerk  shall 
be  privy  to  the  process  of  drawing  and  objecting. 

Art,  3.  To  constitute  a  claim,  there  shall  be  a  house  body,  or 
frame  of  sullicient  dimensions  for  a  family  to  dwell  in,  or  half  an 
acre  ploughed,  or  a  piece  enclosed  with  at  least  lOU  rails — either 
60 


m 

of  which  shall  constitute  a  claim ;  and  be  entered  on  the  map  kept 
by  the  Clerk  for  that  purpose,  giving  the  name  and  time  of  mak- 
ing the  same. 

Art.  4.  Any  person  complying  with  the  above,  shall  be  allow- 
ed to  hold  one  quarter  section,  and  as  much  more  as  the  Commit- 
tee shall  say  when  the  question  comes  before  them  ;  and  shall  be 
allowed  to  act  as  agent  for  others ,  which  agency  shall  in  all  cases 
be  made  satisfactory  to  the  Censors. 

Art.  5.  The  claimant,  to  sec  ire  the  protection  of  the  Union, 
shall,  within  thirty  days  after  signing  the  Constitution  or  making 
the  claim,  have  the  same  entered  on  the  Clerk's  map. 

A7t.  6.  Thirty  days,  from  the  time  of  signing  the  Constitution, 
shall  be  allowed  for  perfecting  the  required  labor  on  claims  pre- 
viously made  under  other  regulations. 

Art.  7.  At  the  close  of  each  trial,  the  Censors  may  make  out 
a  bill  of  all  the  expenses  attending  the  same,  and  determine  by 
whom  it  shall  be  paid ;  on  the  refusal  of  any  one  to  pay  the  sum 
put  to  him  for  expenses,  or  for  fines  for  non-attendance  as  witness, 
his  name  shall  be  recorded  by  the  Clerk  as  a  delinquent,  and  so 
debarred  from  protection  and  benefits  of  the  Union. 

Art.  8.  A  delegation  of  fi^e  members  shall  be  sent  to  the  Root 
River  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  generalizing  our  operations,  and 
uniting  claimants  in  the  county,  in  a  more  extensive  bond  for 
more  effectual  operation,  yet  without  interfering  with  each  others' 
peculiar  local  concerns. 

Art.  9.  The  Chairman,  Clerk,  and  a  quorum  of  Censors  may, 
at  any  time,  call  a  meeting  of  the  Union,  on  application  to  the 
Chairman. 

Proceeded  according  to  the  Constitution,  and  made  the  follow- 
ing appointments : — Waters  Towc^ley,  Chairman  ;  William  0. 
Ethekidge,  Cleric ;  Abner  Barlow,  John  F.  Cady,  Orrin  Stev- 
ens, Orrin  Jerome,  Cephas  Weed,  Chauncey  Davis,  Nelsoit 
Allen,  Alfred  Foster,  Joseph  Cauldwell,  Jared  Fox,  Nelsoit 
Gatliff,  and  Heney  Miller,  Censors ;  Jason  Lothkop,  Abneb 
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Baelow,  John  F.  Oady,  J.  M.  Sherwood,  and  Waters  Towblki:, 
Delegates. 

JResolved,  should  a  vacancy  in  the  above  Committee  occur, 
three  of  the  same  are  allowed  to  appoint  some  one  to  fill  that  va- 
cancy. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  printed. 

AUSTIN  KELLOGG,  Chairman. 

Wm.  C.  Etheeidge,  Clerk. 

Printed  for  the  Union,  at  Pike  Riyer,  bj  Jason  Lothbop. 


THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  MILWAUKEE  UNION. 

That  we  the  undersigned,  as  settlers  of  public  lands  within  the 
county  of  Milwaukee,  deem  it  of  vital  importance,  that  there 
should  be,  for  the  interest  of  the  settlers,  cordiality  of  feeling 
among  them.  That  should  Congress  refuse  to  extend  the  pre- 
emption law,  our  whole  dependence  is  upon  union,  and  our  respect 
for  each  others'  rights  :  if  we  go  on  contending  and  striving  one 
against  another  until  the  day  arrives  when  it  shall  be  decided 
whether  we  are  to  have  a  home  upon  the  spot  that  we  have  se- 
lected, there  will  be  no  hope  of  success.  And  now  let  us  come 
forward  determined  to  protect  one  another,  and  our  success  will 
be  complete  ;  let  not  the  imprudence  of  any  one  destroy  the  fair 
prospests  of  the  whole.  What  must  be  the  condition  of  those 
who  have  expended  their  last  farthing  in  reaching  the  spot  they 
claim,  if  they  are  to  be  driven  from  their  temporary  refuge  by  a 
mob  or  the  unfeeling  speculator.  To  the  instigator  of  the  mob 
we  would  say,  beware ! — to  the  speculator,  remember  the  mourn- 
fnl  feelings  of  the  emigrant,  sobbing  adieu  to  the  tombs  and 
temples  of  his  fathers—  his  toils  and  sufferings  in  building  up  a 
new  habitation,  and  gathering  the  manna  of  heaven,  like  the  Is- 
raelites, from  the  bosom  of  the  wilderness. 

And  now,  as  American  "citizens,  (and  there  is  a  charm  and 
magic  in  the  word,)  we  pledge  ourselves  to  support  and  protect 
each  other  in  holding  our  just  and  lawful  claims,  against  all  ep- 
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position  ;  also  to  support  and  abide  by  the  following  resolnHons? 
for  the  support  of  this,  we  solemnly  avow  to  each  other,  and  call 
upon  God  to  witness  their  truth  and  sincerity,  and  invoke  dis- 
grace upon  our  heads,  should  we  prove  guilty  of  duplicity  : 

Art.  1.  Resolved^  That  the  County  be  divided  into  two  dis- 
tricfs  ;  that  the  first  district  shall  include  all  that  part  of  tho 
county,  north  and  east  of  the  township  line  of  township /bwr — 
gcco[)d,  all  that  part  of  the  county  south  and  west  of  the  north 
line  of  said  township. 

Art.  2.  That  each  district  shall  be  entitled  to  a  Tteguter^  who 
ehall  be  a  surveyor,  legally  appointed  by  the  county  6urveyor,bj 
the  recoirimeiidaiion  of  the  dij-tiicc  in  which  he  may  te^ide; 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  a  correct  plot  of  his  district,  and 
record  the  same  upon  a  ho-  k  of  record,  which  said  surveyor  shall 
IvCep  tor  the  recordir)g  of  claims;  which  shall  be  subject  to  the 
in?pection  of  any  person  holding  or  wishirig  to  rria^ce  a  c'airnj 
who  1ms  or  fnay  hertaf'ter  ti\is  G  ^nsritution.  Said  surveyor 
ehall  attend  to  ail  calls,  t.»  examine  and  survey  any  pretnises  ap- 
plied tor,  and  in  case  tliere  is  no  previous  claim  up  *n  said  premi- 
ses, tlie  surveyor  shall  make  a  survey  of  the  same,  and  keep  a 
record  of  all  such  fiurveys,  and"  give  a  ceititicate  to  the  said 
applicant  fur  said  premises  to  the*  same  effect;  which  cerfitlcate 
shall  be  filtd  in  the  Treasurer's  office  of  the  same  district ;  and 
upon  application  to  the  Treasurer,  to  tile  said  certificate,  the  party 
applying  for  it,  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  two  dolla's,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Tieasurer  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

Art  3.  To  constitute  a  claim,  there  shall  be  a  hou^e  erected 
on  the  same,  at  least  12  tVetsquaie,  with  ro:)f  cov^ed  with  boards 
or  shingles;  also,  if  in  timber  lands,  there  shall  be  at  least  on* 
acre  chopped  for  calrivation,  and  fenced  7  rails  high,  and  if  on 
the  prairie,  there  shall  be  at  least  two  acres  fenced  as  ab(»ve  ;  all 
to  be  performed  within  forty  days  from  the  adoption  of  this  Con- 
stitution,— the  first  claimant  shall  be  tlie  person  who  shall  have 
made  the  first  improvement  without  evident  des'gn  of  relinquish- 
ing the  same,  by  absence,  or  by  making  other  claims, — that  within 


lorty  days  from  this  time,  or  forty  days  from  the  time  of  making 
the  claim,  shall  have  tbe  Bame  recorded  bj  the  District  Recorder, 
and  pay  the  eum  of  two  dollars  into  the  District  Treasury. 

Art.  4.  That  all  male  citizens  over  the  age  of  eighteen,  and 
females  over  the  age  of  sixteen,  shall  be  entitied  to  hold  a  claim 
hy  complying  with  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

Art.  5.  That  every  person  withing  to  make  or  hold  a  claim 
within  this  county,  shall  mako  euch  claim  in  person,  and  comply 
with  the  2d  and  3d  resolutions,  exct^pt  females,  who  shall  reside 
within  the  county,  who  may  employ  an  agent  in  making  a  claim, 
and  be  protected  by  this  Constitution,  and  resolutions;  in  case  of 
leaving  the  same,  they  shall  employ  an  agent  to  reside  on  said 
daim. 

Art,  6.  A  Treasurer  shall  be  appointed  in  each  district  by 
their  own  delegates  in  this  Oonvenlion,  who  shall  receive  all 
money  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  give  a  receipt  for  the  same,  a 
copy  of  which  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Recorder. 

The  Treasurer  shall  keep  a  true  account  of  all  monies  received 
and  expended  by  him,  sppiiecl  to  the  purposes  ordered  by  this 
Constitution,  and  if  the  same  shall  not  be  wholly  expended  when 
the  land  shall  be  obtained  by  sale  or  preemption,  and  all  diffi- 
culties settled,  shall  refund  the  remainder  to  each  person  who  has 
signed  this  Constituti'»n,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  received 
from  each  individual.  Said  Treasurer  shall  give  to  the  Board  of 
Arbitrators  a  good  and  eufficient  bond,  amounting  to  two  thous- 
and dollarg.  Each  Treasurer  shall  provide  himself  with  a  book 
sufficiently  large  to  record  aii  claims,  and  enter  upon  the  same 
all  testimoiiy  and  decisions  of  tbe  Committee,  with  the  certificate 
®f  the  presiding  officer  with  n  his  district,  which  shall  be  kept 
and  subject  to  the  inspection  of  all  persons  as  specified  in  Article 
2nd.  lie  shall  keep  in  his  possession  this  Coostitution  and  reso- 
lutions ;  and  every  person  shall,  before  paying  in  his  money,  sign 
the  same— any  person  coutplving  with  the  foregoing,  shall  bo 
considered  a  member,  and  equally  protected  by  »he  same.  Said 
Treasurer  shall  be  entitled  to  tVvX'iity-five  cents  for  ev^ry  certifi- 
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cate  he  may  legally  issue  ;  and  for  all  recording,  the  same  fee  as 
the  County  Recorder ;  to  be  paid  by  each  individual  that  may 
require  such  recording  to  be  done. 

Art.  1,  JResolved^  That  a  Board  of  Arbitrators,  consisting  of 
five,  shall  be  elected  by  the  people  of  their  district.  The  duty 
of  said  Arbitrators,  shall  be  to  attend  to  all  summons  legally 
served,  coming  from  a  Judge  or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  sit  as  a 
Board  of  Arbitrators^  to  hear  and  try  any  case  brought  before 
them,  within  the  meaning  of  this  Constitution.  The  Judge  or  Jus- 
tice issuing  the  same,  shall  preside  over  said  Board,  and  record 
all  testimony  and  decisions  of  the  same.  A  majority  of  said  Ar- 
bitrators shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and  proceed  to  business  after 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law  ;  and  in  case  the  whole  num- 
ber of  Arbitrators  are  present,  each  party  may  have  the  privilege 
of  rejecting  one  member  of  said  Board;  and  in  case  that  one 
party  has  no  objection  to  any  one  member,  the  other  may  reject 
two  of  the  same,  the  oldest  claimant  so  contending  shall  have  the 
preference,  provided  he  has  made  a  legal  claim  ;  and  in  all  cases 
the  decision  of  the  Board  shall  be  final.  All  the  proceedings  of 
said  Board  shall  be  made  a  rule  of  court,  and  the  Judge  or  Jus- 
tice shall  proceed  accordingly  ;  and  each  member  summoned  and 
appearing  to  sit  upon  any  such  case,  shall  be  entitled  to  two 
dollars. 

Art.  8.  Hesolved^  That  each  member  and  clerk  of  this  Con- 
vention, shall  be  entitled  to  two  dollars  per  day  while  attend- 
ing, including  the  time  of  going  to  and  returning  from  said 
Convention,  to  be  paid  equally,  out  of  the  funds  of  each  Treasury 
of  the  districts  sending  the  same,  by  the  members  presenting  a 
certificate  signed  by  the  President  and  Clerk  of  this  Convention. 

Art.  9.  That  all  decisions  of  the  Board  of  Arbitrators,  in 
conformity  to  any  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  shall  be  put  in 
force  and  complied  with,  peaceably  if  can  he,  and  forcibly  if 
must  he.  In  case  forcible  means  should  be  resorted  to,  all  rea- 
sonable expenses,  so  made,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  district  where  such  expenses  are  made. 
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Art.  10.  Hesolved,  That  in  case  any  dilBBculty  should  arise,  in 
regard  to  claims,  not  comprehended  in  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
the  Board  of  Arbitrators  shall  have  universal  jurisdiction  over 
the  same,  and  their  decision  shall  be  final,  as  provided  in  the  fore- 
going resolutions. 

Art.  11.  jResolved,  That  any  person  who  has  a  family  of 
three  or  four  children,  shall  be  entitled  to  hold  one  claim  for  such 
children,  provided,  the  oldest  of  such  children  does  not  exceed 
the  age  of  eighteen  or  sixteen  years  ;  and  that  he  or  she  shall 
have  complied  with  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

Alan  SON  Sweet,  B.  W.  Finch,  Albert  Fowler,  Horace  Chase, 
Henry  C.  West,  Milwaukee  Delegates. 

Gilbert  Knapp,  Levi  Mason,  Walter  Cooly,  William  Luob, 
Moot  River  Delegates. 

J AsoN  Lothrop,  Waters  Towsley,  G.  P.  Post,  Geo.  W.  Grifjfik, 
Pih&  River  Delegates. 

John  Fowle,  John  P.  Haight,  Oah  Creeh  Delegates. 

Symmes  Bdtler,  Skimk^s  Grove  Delegate. 

GILBERT  KNAPP, 

B.  B.  Gary,  Chairman. 
0.  Knapp,  Secretaries. 


Bj  order  of  the  Conyention,  printed  by  Jaiom  Lothkop,  Pike  Rirer,  W.  T." 
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APPENDIX  No.  15. 


WISCONSIN— ITS  RISE  AKD  PROGRESS,  WITH  NOTICES  OP 
M.KEIIAL  rOlNT  AKD  RlCHLAxXD  COUiSTr, 

JiY  STEPHEN  TAYLOB. 

In  the  year  1835,  I  pitched  my  tent  at  Mineral  Point,  one  of 
the  principal  niicleuBes  of  the  eady  eettleDfient  of  the  North  west, 
prior  to  which  time  We^t  Michigan  was  but  sparsely  populated. 
Agriculture  occupied  veiy  liiuited  attention;  mining,  smelting, 
and  their  requisite  mechanical  vocations,  almost  exclusively  ab- 
sorbed the  industfial  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Lead  Mines. 
Subsequentlj  ,  July  4th,  1836,  Wisconsin  Territory,  covering  the 
regions  eujbraced  by  Iowa  and  Minnesota,  merged  into  existence, 
with  a  total  population  (in  1835)  of  about  twelve  thousand,  (inclu- 
ding the  Oiieida,  Stockbridge  and  Erotbertown  Indians,  some  of 
whom  enjoy  the  rights  of  civih'zed  citizens.)  nearly  seven  thousand 
of  which  resided  eastof  the  Mississippi  river.  The  State.,  under  its 
present  limits,  numbered  in  1850,  over  three  hundred  and  five 
thousand,  a'ld  in  1855,  it  conlained  over  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  thousand  inhabitaiits  I  a  respectable  increase  indeed,  in  the 
settlement  of  a  new  country.  This  rapid  influx  to  me  is  not  at 
all  surprising  ;  for  as  nature  allotted  a  portion  of  our  favored 
country  as  an  earthly  paradise,  Wisconsin,  with  its  fertility  of 
Soil  and  ealubriry  of  climate,  is  eminently  qualified  in  such  dis- 
tinction. Viewing  the  c-uintry  from  Milwaukee  to  the  Missis- 
8ip))i,and  np(»n  a  transve>so  line  from  Janesville  to  Green  Bay, 
find  from  rhe  iatter  point  to  tiie  Falls  of  Sc  Anthony,  in  Minue- 
fiota,  and  from  the  cmincncts  of  the  bluff;*  along  the  *^  Father  of 
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Waters,"  southward,  an  observing  tourist  will  find  that  the  State, 
throughout  its  whole  extent,  assumes  one  general  horizontal  ap- 
pearance ;  no  mountains  or  hills  are  here  to  mar  the  beauties  of 
the  enchanting  scene  or  disturb  the  harmony  of  its  undulated 
surface,  save  a  few  isolated  out-layers,  the  largest  of  which  are 
the  Blue,  the  Platte,  and  the  Sinsiniwa  Mounds.  These  natural 
prominences,  (neither  of  which  covers  more  than  two  hundred 
acres,)  are  of  an  irregular,  pyramidical  or  conical  form,  and  aid 
gracefully  in  embellishing  the  otherwise  natural  attractiveness  of 
the  plain.  They  served  as  guides  for  the  roving  aborigines— the 
red  man  and  the  warrior.  They  still  serve  as  majestic  "  beacons  " 
for  civilization  ;  and,  elevated  a  few  hundred  feet  above  the  gen- 
tle swells  of  the  prairie,  observable  at  distances  of  thirty  miles 
or  more,  as  they  are,  will  ever  remain  as  objects  of  admiration 
in  all  time  to  come.  The  diversified  view  from  either  of  these 
natural  observatories  is  indescribably  grand. 

After  an  absence  of  over  twelve  years  from  Wisconsin,  I  was 
amazed,  during  a  recent  visit,  at  the  change  time  had  wrought 
in  its  progress.  Milwaukee  was  scarcely  known  other  than  pros- 
pectively ;  she  is  now  rapidly  acquiring  importance  as  a  great 
city,  having  a  population  of  over  thirty  thousand,  with  immense 
commercial  business  and  business  capacity ;  her  streets  are  spa- 
cious, well  graded  and  paved,  her  public  and  business  houses  and 
private  mansions  are  constructed  upon  magnificent  scales,  and  of 
tasty  architecture ;  the  brick  used  for  building  are  of  a  beautifal 
buff  color  and  of  fine  texture,  which  gives  to  the  whole  city  the 
pleasing  aspect,  as  I  fancy  it,  of  a  tall  prim  Quakeress,  clothed 
in  plain,  buff  colored  garb. 

Madison,  the  second  in  population  in  the  State,  now  numbers 
upwards  of  eight  thousand  six  hundred  inhabitants.*  The  city, 
upon  an  isthmus,  or,  more  properly,  upon  a  peninsula,  between 
Lakes  Mendota  and  Monona,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in 


*  Thepxesent  popolatloa  of  Milwaukee  (Joljr  1856,)  i»  not  less  than  35,000,  and  Madison  folly 
10,000.  L,  C.  D, 
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width  at  its  narrowest  point,  has  an  irregular  undulating  surface, 
though  of  easy  and  accessible  grades  in  all  directions.  The  cen- 
tre Park,  or  that  one  on  which  the  Capitol  stands,  is  an  almost 
level  plateau,  elevated  seventy  feet  above  the  lakes,  and  contains 
about  fifteen  acres.  Nature  has  studded  it  with  thrifty  forest 
trees — art  has  tastefully  adorned  it  with  gravelled  walks  and  gas 
lamps!  The  grounds,  without  the  park,  gradually  descend,  and 
again  with  gentle  ascents  form  numerous  elevations,  varying  in 
altitude  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet,  aflTord- 
ing  many  desirable  sites  for  villas.  University  Park,  containing 
over  fifty  acres,  is  the  most  promment  of  these  elevations,  and 
from  the  college  buildings,  situate  at  the  highest  point,  and  from 
many  other  prominences  and  public  and  private  observatories,  a 
view  of  the  city,  its  public  buildings,  and  its  numerous  princely 
mansions,  equalling  in  magnificence  those  of  our  eastern  cities 
— -justly  entitling  Madison  to  the  provincial  cognomen  of  Palatial 
City — the  sparkling  lakes,  skirted  with  every  variety  of  scenery, 
the  bluflPs,  the  capes,  the  coves,  the  prairies,  the  ravines,  the 
groves,  the  meadows,  and  the  vision-encompaesed  luxuriance  of 
the  husbandman,  is  sublinQe  beyond  comparison.  In  truth,  the 
grandeur  of  the  scenery  of  the  "Four  Lake  Country"  is  equalled 
only  by  that  part  of  Hilges'  Panorama  of  the  Creation  and  Deluge, 
representing  the  Garden  of  Eden,  with  its  lifelike  crjstal  lakes 
and  floral  verdure ;  and  those  who  have  feasted  upon  that  imagi- 
native picture  only  can  fancy  the  beauties  hereabouts. 

In  the  summer  of  1836,  with  a  comrade,  I  camped  at  the  head 
of  Mendota  or  Fourth  Lake,  within  six  miles  of  the  spot  where 
the  Capitol  now  stands,  at  which  time  there  was  not  within  twenty 
miles  of  that  point  a  single  white  inhabitant,  and  none  within  the 
present  limits  of  Dane  county,  an  area  of  twelve  hundred  and 
forty  square  miles,  excepting  Col.  E.  Beigham,  at  the  Blue  Mounds, 
and  those  of  his  household.  Contrast  the  present  with  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  when  the  Indian  and 
the  deer,  unmolested,  roamed  the  forest  and  the  plain,  and  you  be- 
hold the  county  of  Dane  with  over  thirty-seven  thousand  enlight- 
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ened  and  industrions  people  !  and  the'flourishing  city  of  Madison, 
the  concentration  of  fashion  and  affluence,  vieing  with  older  cities 
for  pre  eminence  as  the  seat  of  science,  literature  and  the  arts, 
with  her  University,  State  Historical  Society,  State  Agricultural 
Society,  Katural  History  Association,  Public  Libraries,  and  va- 
rious other  local  institutions,  respectably  comparing  with  those  of 
similar  character  in  the  eastern  States. 

"The  Lake  Side  Water  Cure,"  a  hydropathic  institute,  of  large* 
dimensions,  "  across  the  waters,"  in  the  midst  of  a  natural  park 
of  fifty  acres  or  more,  and  in  view  from  all  the  prominences  of 
the  city,  is  another  object  of  attraction,  and  is  fast  gaining  celeb-^ 
rity  among  invalids  from  all  parts  of  our  country.* 

The  buildings  of  the  city,  both  public  and  private,  also  partake 
of  the  Quakeress  character,  though  not  of  brick ;  the  material 
generally  used  is  a  magnesian  limestone,  entirely  destitute  of  fos- 
sils, susceptible  of  tolerably  fine  sculpture,  and,  upon  penetrating 
the  quarries  beyond  the  influence  of  surface  discoloration,  of  a 
beautiful  buff  color.  I  presume  it  to  be  the  lower  magnesian 
stratum.    Are  there  in  it  indications  of  a  lead-bearing  character? 

The  lakes  around  Madison  are  deep  and  of  remarkable  trans- 
parency, abounding  in  many  piscatory  varieties,  of  large  size, 
>  where  disciples  of  Izaak,  male  and  female,  enjoy  the  angling  plea- 
sures with  more  reality  than  mere  nihhlers. 

Prairie  du  Chien,  on  the  Mississippi,  at  its  confluence  with  the- 
Wisconsin  river,  contains  about  two  thousand  inhabitants,  though, 
like  Eip  Yan  Winkle,  she  has  reposed  for  many  years.  A  rail- 
road, in  progress  from  Milwaukee  terminates  here,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  the  near  approach  of  the  "  iron  horse,"  with  its  shrill 
whistle,  seems  to  have  aroused  her  citizens  from  their  lethargy. 
"The  Prairie,"  a  handsome  river  plain,  covering  an  area  of  ten- 
or twelve  square  miles,  is  skirted  on  the  east  by  the  same  pic- 
turesque blutfs,  which  adorn  the  scenery  of  the  Mississippi  as  far 

•  This  institution  is  now  under  the  superintendence  of  one  of  the  ablest  hydropathists  of  the  Union 
— ^Dr.  £  A.  KiTTREDGB,  recently  of  Boston,  iso  favorably  known  by  his  humoioua  productions  over  the 
signature  of  »'  Noggs."  L.  C  D. 
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as  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony.  The  superior  steamboat  landing 
and  her  agricultural  and  other  advantages,  warrant  for  this  an- 
cient frontier  trading  post,  at  no  distant  day,  an  eminent  position 
as  a  populous  commercial  city. 

Between  Prairie  du  Chien  and  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  the 
country,  prior  to  1839,  contained  few  inhabitants  other  than  semi- 
civilized  Indians  ;  who  occupied,  as  villages,  many  of  the  prom- 
inent locations  which  now  flourish  as  populous  miniature  cities; 
the  most  important  of  which  are  Lansing,  in  Iowa,  Prairie  La 
Crosse,  Prescott  and  Hudson,  in  Wisconsin,  and  Winona,  Red 
Wing,  Wabasha,  Stillwater,  St.  Paul  and  St.  Anthony,  connected 
with  Minneapolis  by  a  wire  suspension  bridge,  from  an  island 
above  the  cataract,  in  Minnesota.  These  are  all  eligible  points, 
in  every  view,  yet,  as  inducements  to  capitalists  and  business 
adventurers,  (I  merely  throw  out  a  suggestion)  would  it  not  tend 
to  advantageous  results,  in  the  prosperity  of  these  cities,  were 
the  proprietors  to  reduce  the  price  of  grounds  to  a  grade  at  least 
as  low  as  that  of  IsTew  York  or  Philadelphia  ? 

To  antiquaries,  the  most  interesting  feature  in  this  region,  is 
that  of  its  earthwork  enriboesments.  The  writer,  during  1842,* 
devoted  much  labor  in  preparing  an  essay  on  the  existence  of  the 
tumuli  of  Wisconsin,  and  was  sorely  perplexed,  in  his  recent  per-^ 
ambulations  in  that  State,  at  the  ruthless  desecration  of  many  of 
the  mounds.  Why  should  these  interesting  relics  of  antiquity 
be  thus  thoughtlessly  leveled  with  the  earth  by  the  plough  share 
and  the  hoe?  Truly  the  patriotic  agriculturalist  should  at  least 
devote,  in  their  preservation,  a  spark  of  the  same  veneration  be- 
stowed upon  them  by  the  uncultivated  Indian.  They  remained 
undisturbed  by  the  savage  for  countless  jears — they  are  now  in 
charge  of  a  civilized  destroyer !  Upon  the  Peess  of  the  State 
rests  the  responsibility  of  the  protection  of  these  labors  of  an 
ancient  people — should  that  palladium  fail  in  their  transmission 
to  posterity,  in  their  pristine  condition,  I  warn  the  habitant  to 


*  Aaa.  Jour.  Science,  vol.  44,  p.  21. 
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desist  in  the  demolition  of  the  monnds,  lest  the  spirits  of  those 
who  revere  them  most,  should  in  an  unpropitious  moment  visit 
their  desecrators  with  the  vengeance  such  profanity  merits. 

MINEEAL  POINT  IN  DAYS  OF  YOEE. 

For  some  time  prior  to  the  settlement  of  the  Lead  Mines,  the 
miners,  under  the  regulations  of  the  War  Department,  were  li- 
censed to  explore  and  occupy  the  mineral  lands  in  that  region, 
though  in  consequence  of  the  hostility  of  the  Indians  to  the  ex- 
plorations and  encroachments  of  the  whites,  they  seldom  ventured 
far  beyond  that  protection  which  numerical  strength  and  the 
defensive  organizations  near  Galena  secured. 

It  was  in  the  autumn  of  1827,  upon  the  cessation  of  the  Win 
nebago  disturbances,  that  the  more  daring  and  enterprising, 
prompted  by  the  hope  of  discovering  vast  mineral  treasures,  the 
existence  of  which  over  a  wide  extent  of  territory,  the  many 
flattering  accounts  had  so  truthfully  pictured,  banded  together  in 
well  armed  squads,  over-run  the  country  prospecting'^  in  all  di- 
rections. They  were  usually,  in  those  times,  governed  by  certain 
surface  indications,  the  most  infallible  of  which  were  the  old 
Indian  diggings,  which  were  found  in  almost  every  direction,  and 
their  locations  were  marked  by  the  many  small  aspen  groves  or 
patches  indigenous  to  the  up-turned  clay  of  the  prairies  in  the 
lead  region.  By  the  rude  and  superficial  mode  of  excavation  by 
the  Red  men,  much  mineral  remained  in  the  diggings,  as  well  as 
among  the  rubbish  ;  mining  in  these  old  burrows,  therefore,  not 
only  at  once  justified  the  labor,  but  frequently  led  to  the  discov- 
ery of  productive  mines.  "Gravel  mineral,"  carbonized  so  as 
scarcely  to  be  distinguished  from  water- worn  pebbles,  and  occa- 
sionally lumps  weighing  several  pounds,  were  exciting  evidences 
of  the  exiscence  of  larger  bodies  upon  the  highlands  in  the  vicinity. 
The  amorpha  canescens^  or  "  masonic  weed,"  peculiar  to  the  whole 
country,  when  found  in  a  cluster  of  rank  growth,  also  attracted 


*  A  -term  applied  by  diggers  to  those  who  moved  from  place  to  place,  sinking  small  ehafts  with  a 
■vi«w  of  discovering  mineral  In  unexplored  regions.  S.  T. 
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the  attention  of  the  Indian  as  well  as  the  more  experienced  miner, 
as  it  was  supposed  to  indicate  great  depth  of  clay  or  the  existence 
of  crevices  in  the  rock  beneath.  By  such  means  were  the  min- 
eral resources  of  Wiscobsin  Jjjjj^ored  and  developed,  and  thus 
was  the  manner  of  the  discovery  of  the  productive  mines  at 

MINERAL  POINT,  

a  piece  of  land  elevated  about  two  hundred  feet,  narrowing  and 
descending  to  a  point,  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  valley,  as  it 
were — a  ravine  bounding  the  same  both  eastward  and  westward, 
through  which  tributaries  of  the  Pekatonica  Kiver  flow,  uniting 
in  a  wider  valleyfto  the  southward.  It  was  upon  this  point  that 
the  "  leads  were  struck,"  the  fame  of  which  spread,  and  so  quick- 
ly became  the  centre  of  attraction,  the  miners  flocking  to  them 
from  every  quarter.  It  was  customary,  upon  the  discovery  of 
new  diggings,  to  distinguish  them  by  some  appellation,  so  this 
locality,  on  account  of  its  pecnliar  position  and  shape,  was  for- 
mally called  "  Mineral  Point,"  and  hence  the  name  of  the  present 
village,  the  nucleus  of  which  was  formed  by  the  erection  of  a  few 
small  log  cabins,  and  hats  bailfc  with  square  cut  sods,  covered  in 
with  poles,  prairie  grass  and  earth.  These  very  comfortable 
though  temporary  shelters  were  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  in- 
tersection of  what  are  now  called  Commerce  and  High  streets,  at 
the  margin  of  the  westerly  ravine,  and  in  view  from  the  diggings 
on  the  point. 

Females,  in  consequence  of  the  dangers  and  privations  of  those 
primitive  times,  were  as  rare  in  the  diggings  as  snakes  upon  the 
Emerald  Isle,  consequently  the  bachelor  miner,  from  necessity, 
performed  the  domestic  duties  of  cook  and  washerman,  and  the 
preparation  of  meals  was  indicated  by  appending  a  rag  to  an  up- 
right pole,  which,  fluttering  in  the  breeze,  telegraphically  con- 
veyed the  glad  tidings  to  his  hungered  brethren  upon  the  hill. 
Hence,  this  circumstance,  at  a  very  early  date,  gave  the  provin- 
cial sobriquet  of  "  Shake  B.ag^''  or  "  Shake  Bag  under  the  Hill^'^ 
which  that  part  of  the  now  flourishing  village  of  Mineral  Point, 
lying  under  the  hill,  has  acquired,  and  which  in  all  probability  it 
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will  ever  retain.  So  much  for  the  origin  of  Mineral  Point.  I 
will  now  venture  a  few  remarks  regarding  the  manners  and  cus^ 
toms  of  its  inhabitants  in  dajs  of  yore. 

The  continued  prosperity  of  the  mines,  in  a  comparatively 
brief  period,  increased  the  population  of  the  village  to  several 
hundred,  comprised  as  is  usual  in  mineral  regions,  of  represen- 
tatives from  everj  clime  and  country,  and  in  such  conglomera- 
tion, it  is  fair  to  presume,  of  every  stripe  of  character.  This  in- 
crease of  population,  including  many  of  those  expert  in  the 
"  profession,"  warranted  the  establishment  of  numerous  gambling 
saloons,  groceries — a  refined  name  for  groggeries — and  other  like 
places  of  dissipation  and  amusement,  where  the  unwary,  and 
those  flushed  with  success  in  digging,  could  be  "  taken  in  and 
done  for,"  or  avail  themselves  of  opportunities  voluntarily  to  dis- 
pose of  their  accumulated  means,  either  in  drowning  their  sor- 
rows; in  the  bowl,  or    fighting  the  tiger  "  in  his  den. 

Notwithstanding  such  were  the  practices  almost  universally, 
more  or  less,  indulged  in  by  the  denizens,  yet  the  protracted 
winters  in  this  then  secluded,  uncultivated  and  sparsely  populated 
country,  and,  for  that  reason,  the  absence  of  those  more  reputable 
enjoyments  which  mellow  and  refine  sociality  in  other  regions, 
in  a  measure  justified  a  moderate  participation  in  this  mode  of 
driving  dull  cares  away.  These  congenial  customs,  peculiarly 
western,  were  as  firmly  based  as  the  laws  which  governed  the 
Medes  and  Persians,  and  wo  to  those,  from  lands  of  steadier 
habits,  who  would  endeavor  to  introduce  innovations  adverse  to 
the  established  policy  of  those  days  !  Hence  the  propriety  and 
necessity  of  harmonizing  with,  and  following  in  the  trail  of  the 
popular  will.  But  such,  I  am  happy  in  the  conviction,  is  noinow 
the  case — virtue,  in  the  progress  of  events,  has  naturally  suc- 
ceeded profligacy,  and  Mineral  Point,  freed  from  contamination, 
stands  redeemed  of  her  former  errors. 

Among  the  most  distinguished  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Min- 
eral Point,  yet  upon  the  stage  of  action,  are  Col.  Robt.  0.  Hoard, 
Col.  RoBEBT  S.  Black,  (now  of  Dodgeville,)  Col.  Henry  M.  Bil- 
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LINGS,  Ool.  Daniel  M.  Parkison,  Col.  Abner  Niohols,  Feanois 
Vivian,  Parley  Eaton,  Levi  Sterling,  Edward  Beouchard,  Jo- 
siAH  Tyack,  James  James,  Samuel  Thomas  Mrs.  Hood,  Amzi  W. 
Comfort,  O.  P.  "Williams,  (now  of  Portage  City,)  M.  Y.  B.  Bur- 
Bis,  Milton  Bevans,  Peter  Hartman,  John  F.  O'J^eill,  "William 
SuBLETT,  John  Phillips,  John  Milton,  George  Cubbage,  James 
Hitch  INS,  John  Caserlt,  Edward  Coode,  and  William  Tregat. 
And  the  following,  who  have  since  paid  the  debt  of  nature,  viz  : 
Col.  John  D.  Anslet,  Col.  John  McNair,  Robert  Dougherty, 
Capt.  William  Henry,  Stephen  Terrill,  Mark  Terrill,  Dr.  Ed- 
ward McSherry,  Dr.  Richard  G.  Bidgley,  Nicholas  Uren, 
Richard  Martin,  James  S.  Bowden,  John  Hood,  Lord  Blaney, 
Joseph  Sylvester,  Matthew  G.  Fitch,  Thomas  McKnight,  Ste- 
phen B.  Thrasher,  Robert  W.  Gray,  Joseph  Morrison,  J ames 
Hugo,  Hugh  R.  Hunter,  Edward  James,  (late  TJ.  S.  Marshal,) 
William  Prideaux,  Joseph  James,  Benjamin  Salter,  and  "  Cad- 
wallader  the  keg-maker." 

Mineral  Point,  numbers  at  this  time,  not  far  from  three 
thousand  Inhabitants.  Besides  the  Court  House  and  County 
offices,  the  United  States  Land  office  is  located  here,  which,  with 
the  lead  trade,  gives  to  the  place  quite  a  business  aspect.  The 
"  new  town  "  is  well  laid  out  with  spacious  streets,  and  improved 
with  commodious  mansions  and  large  gardens,  decorated  with 
thrifty  groves  of  spontaneous  growth,  contrasting  materially  with 
the  original  miners'  huts  and  sod  cabins  of  the  old  village  of 
"  Shake  Rag  under  the  HillP  The  increase  of  population  and 
the  erection  of  numerous  Church  edifices  with  towering  spires, 
has,  to  a  remarkable  degree,  changed  the  manners  and  customs 
of  the  people.  The  village  is  now  classed  among  the  most 
healthy  and  respectable  in  the  State,  and,  upon  the  completion  of 
her  railroad  connection  with  the  east,  bids  fair  to  become  quite 
an  important  business  place.  So  mote  it  be,  is  the  prayer  of  one 
ol  its  early  denizens. 

Having  thus  briefly  disposed  of  Mineral  Point,  perhaps  it  may 
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not  be  considered  out  of  place  here  to  introduce  a  brief  notice  of 
the  origin  of 

RIOHLAND  COUNTY. 

Therefore,  as  a  prelude  to  the  sketch  of  that  county  by  Ira.  S. 
Haseltine,  Esq.,  published  in  the  Keport  and  Collections  of  the 
Wis.  State  Historical  Society  of  last  year,  I  offer  the  following : 
During  the  winter  of  184:l-'4:2,  the  total  adult  male  resident 
population,  within  the  bounds  of  what  is  now  Richland  county, 
numbered  only  seven — viz :  Messrs.  John  Coombs,  Edward  Coombs, 
Harden  Moore,  Matthew  Alexander,  Capt.  James  B.  Estes, 
Stephen  Taylor,  and  a  trapper  named  Knapp,  whose  secluded 
hermitage  was  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  a  stream 
near  the  south-west  corner  of  the  county,  which  stream  subse- 
quently received  his  name.  This  section  then  composed  part  of 
Crawford  county.  Its  remoteness  from  Prairie  du  Chien,  the  seat 
of  justice,  dictated  the  project  of  a  new  organization,  and  its  con- 
sequent annexation  to  Iowa  county  for  judicial  and  other  pur- 
poses. With  a  view,  therefore,  of  comparing  ideas  upon  the 
utility  of  such  an  organization,  notices  for  a  meeting,  to  be  held 
on  a  future  day,  at  the  Eagle  Mill  on  Eagle  creek,  were  posted, 
at  which  meeting  the  entire  people  assembled,  and  the  preamble 
and  resolations  prepared,  in  the  form  of  a  petition  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, then  in  session,  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
were  with  great  unanimity  approved !  These  proceedings  (now, 
doubtless,  on  file  among  the  archives  of  the  State,)  were  appro- 
priately referred  to  the  representatives  of  Iowa,  Grant  and 
Crawford  counties,  upon  whose  favorable  report  the  act  establish- 
ing the  county  of  Richland,  was  passed,  defining  its  limits,  &c., 
in  accordance  with  the  desires  of  the  petitioners.  In  addition  to 
which.  Col.  Abner  ITichols,  John  Ray,  and,  :f  memory  serves 
me,  James  Murphy,  all  of  Iowa  county,  were  commissioned  to 
locate  the  future  seat  of  justice.  These  gentlemen  in  the  following 
Bummer,  after  partaking  of  a  sumptuous  feed  (usually  provided 
upon  Buch  occasions  by  parties  most  interested,)  formally  "stuck 
62 
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the  stake"  upon  section  36,  town  9,  range  1,  at  the  lower  f&try^ 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of  the  meridian. 

In  selecting  a  name  for  the  new  county,  some  differences  of 
opinion  existed ;  the  united  object,  however,  was  to  adopt  such  an 
one  as  would  elicit  attraction,  and  at  the  same  time  bespeak  the 
true  character  of  its  territory — the  appellation,  Richlandy  was, 
therefore,  adopted.  This  cognomen  being  the  only  claim  the 
writer  possesses  in  the  county,  and  which  he  will  never  surrender, 
has,  he  presumes,  been  justly  awarded. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.,  1856. 
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APPENDIX  No.  16. 


LEGEND  OF  THE  EED  BANKS, 

BY  HON.  CHARLES  D.  KOBINSON. 

Upon  a  high  bank,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Green  Bay  about 
twelve  miles  north  of  the  town,  is  an  interesting  earth-work,  bear- 
ing a  singular  resemblance  to  military  defences  of  modern  times. 
Its  walls,  at  one  time,  must  have  been  some  seven  feet  in  height, 
or  thereabouts,  having  a  ditch  or  moat  on  the  outside,  and  pro- 
rided  on  its  three  exposed  sides  with  regular  bastions.  Its  fourth 
side  fronts  on  a  precipice  of  perhaps  one  hundred  feet  in  height, 
whose  base  is  washed  by  the  waters  of  Green  Bay  ;  and  leading 
down  this  steep  bank  impassable  at  any  other  immediate  point, 
is  what  seems  to  have  once  been  a  protected  passage  of  steps  cut 
into  the  clay,  and  perhaps  covered  with  boughs  of  trees.  This 
was  the  communication  from  the  fort  to  the  water ;  and  standing 
here  now,  it  needs  but  little  fancy  to  see  those  grim  warriors 
of  the  olden  time  filing  down  their  covered  way,  with  less  of 
the  pomp,  and  more  of  the  nerve  of  the  mailed  knights  of  feudal 
days,  issuing  from  their  rock-bound  castles. 

In,  or  near,  the  centre,  are  two  parallel  walls,  about  twenty-five 
feet  long,  which  were  probably  united  at  the  ends,  as  there  is  some 
appearance  of  it  now.  It  is  very  difficult  to  imagine  the  use  of 
this  part  of  the  stracture,  unless  it  was  to  protect  valuables,  or 
such  inmates  of  the  fort  as  were  incapable  of  aiding  in  its  de- 
fence. Had  the  place  been  constructed  in  these  days,  it  would 
have  made  a  magazine  of  the  most  approved  kind.  A  few  rods 
to  the  north,  outside  the  walls,  and  on  the  very  brink  of  the  pre- 
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cipice,  is  what  was  once,  apparently,  a  look-out — a  high  mound 
of  earth,  a  few  feet  high,  now  half  carried  off  by  the  wearing 
away  of  the  cliff.  To  the  southward  and  eastward  of  the  fort, 
occupying  some  hundreds  of  acres,  were  the  planting  grounds  of 
the  people  who  inhabited  the  place.  Large  trees  now  over-grow 
the  ground,  jet  the  furrows  are  as  distinctly  marked  as  if  made 
but  last  year,  and  are  surprisingly  regular.  The  whole  work  ig 
admirably  placed,  and  would  do  credit  to  the  forethought  and 
judgment  so  necessary  in  correct  military  positions  of  modern 
times. 

This  is  the  only  ancient  earth-work,  it  is  believed,  which  pos- 
sesses an  undoubted  history  or  tradition,  and  that  is  but  the  his- 
tory of  its  fall.  When  and  by  whom  it  was  built,  there  is  no 
story — nothing  but  the  persistent  declarations  of  the  Indians  of 
the  vicinity  that  it  was  the  work  of  red  men  long,  long  ago.  The 
tradition  which  follows,  is  related  by  O  kee-wah,  or  The  Sea^  an 
Indian  woman  now  living  near  the  Red  River,  on  the  eastern 
shore  of  Green  Bay,  and  who,  beyond  doubt,  is  upwards  of  one 
hundred  years  of  age.  She  sat  over  a  wigwam  jBre,  only  a  few 
nights  ago,  and  related  this  story,  while  the  light  of  other  days 
faintly  illumined  her  wrinkled  face  as  she  marked  out  in  the 
ashes  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  and  as  she  told  of  the  long  days 
of  disperate  fighting,  in  which  her  ancestors  were  engaged,  her 
withered  arms  seemed  nerved  with  the  strength  of  youth,  like  the 
old  soldier,  who 

 "  Shouldered  his  crutch, 

And  fought  his  battles  o*er  again/' 

"It  was  long  ago,"  said  O  kee-wah  * — "I  was  so  high*' — plac- 
ing her  hand  about  three  feet  from  the  ground,  "  when  my  grand- 
father told  me  the  story.  The  Sauks  and  the  Outagamies  lived 
in  the  old  fort  at  the  Red  Banks.  They  had  lived  there  a  long 
time,  and  had  their  planting  ground  there,  and  ruled  the  whole 


•  The  tradition  is  rendered  into  Englisli  with  the  strictest  possible  adherence  to  O-kbb-'Wah's  relft- 
ttoo,  though,  of  course,  without  attempting  to  follow  the  Indian  idi©in«.  She  told  it  in  her  own. 
tOB^e,  and  it  wag  translated  by  a  faithful  interpreter.  C,  D.  R. 
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ooiintrj.  The  forests  eastward  were  full  of  deer,  the  waters  of  the 
Ba7  were  full  of  fish,  and  they  possessed  the  whole  We  (the 
Menomonees)  lived  over  the  Bay,  (at  the  Menoraonee  River,)  and 
we  sent  down  the  Lakes,  inviting  the  other  tribes  to  come  up  and 
help  us  drive  out  the  Sauks  and  the  Outagamies.  They  came  in 
canoes — the  Chippewas,  and  Pottawattamies^  and  Ottawas,  and 
many  more.  You  see  how  wide  this  Bay  is ;  their  canoes  stretch- 
ed half  way  across ;  the  Bay  was  half  full  of  canoes,  and  each 
canoe  was  full  of  fighting  men ;  they  sent  their  greatest  braves. 
They  landed  here  at  the  Red  River,  after  coming  across  from  Me- 
nomonee,  and  for  two  miles  along  the  beach  their  canoes  were  so 
thick  that  no  more  could  be  crowded  in.  From  here  they  all  went, 
in  the  night,  to  the  Red  Banks.  They  had  bows  and  arrows,  and  the 
heads  of  the  arrows  were  of  flint.  Silently  they  paddled  along 
until  they  came  to  the  fort,  and  then  the  canoes  were  stationed 
all  along  in  fronts  out  of  reach  of  arrows  from  the  shore.  A  part 
of  the  warriors  staid  in  the  canoes,  and  a  part  went  on  shore  and 
formed  a  line  around  the  fort,  so  that,  with  those  on  shore  and  those 
,  on  the  water,  it  was  completely  surrounded,  and  there  was  no  es, 
cape  for  the  people  inside.  So  cautiously  was  all  this  done,  that 
of  all  within  that  fated  fort,  but  one  discovered  it.  A  young  wo- 
man, whose  parents  lived  within  the  walls,  had  that  day  been 
given,  against  her  will,  to  be  the  wife  of  one  of  the  Sauks  living 
in  the  immediate  vicinity.  In  the  night  she  ran'away  from  his 
wigwam  and  went  home,  passing  on  her  way  the  lines  of  the 
besiegers.  Rushing  into  the  fort,  she  awakened  her  family,  with 
the  cry,  '  We  are  all  dead !'  The  father  laughed  at  her  story, 
and  laid  down  to  sleep  again. 

"  Just  before  daylight  the  battle  began,  and  it  lasted  many 
days.  The  besieged  fought  bravely,  standing  in  the  trenches 
within  the  walls,  and  the  blood  was  up  to  their  ankles.  They 
had  no  water,  for  the  supply  was  cut  off  by  the  party  on  the 
beach.  They  tried  in  every  way  to  obtain  it.  Vessels  attached 
to  cords  were  let  down  to  the  water  by  night,  but  the  cords  were 
cut  before  they  could  be  drawn  up.    'Come  down  and  drink T 
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cried  out  the  Menomonees ;  *  here  is  plenty  of  water,  if  yon  dare 
to  come  down  and  get  it.'  And  they  did  go  down  many  times. 
These  taunts,  and  their  great  necessity,  made  that  narrow  way 
the  scene  of  many  desperate  sallies,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  The 
besiegers  were  too  strong. 

"  The  heat  of  a  burning  sun,  and  the  dreadful  suffering  for  the 
want  of  water  became  intolerable.  Some  rain  fell  once,  but  it 
was  only  a  partial  relief  for  those  who  were  perishing  in  sight  of 
that  sparkling  water  which  was  almost  within  reach.  At  length 
one  of  the  youngest  chiefs,  after  fasting  strictly  for  ten  days,^ 
thus  addressed  his  companions  :  *  Listen ! — last  night  there  stood 
by  me  the  form  of  a  young  man  clothed  in  white,  who  said,  'I 
was  alive  once — was  dead,  and  now  live  forever ;  only  trust  in 
me,  now  and  always,  and  I  will  deliver  you.  Fear  not.  At  mid- 
night I  will  cast  a  deep  sleep  upon  your  enemies.  Then  go  forth 
boldly  and  silently,  and  you  shall  escape.' 

"  Thus  encouraged,  and  knowing  this  to  be  a  direct  revelation, 
the  besieged  warriors  decided  to  leave  the  fort.  That  night  an 
unusual  silence  pervaded  the  entire  host  of  their  enemies,  who 
had  been  before  so  wakeful.  So  in  silent,  stealthy  lines,  the 
wearied  people  passed  out  and  fled.  Only  a  few,  who  disbelieved 
the  vision,  preferred  to  remain,  and  they  were  massacred  with 
jBercer  barbarity  than  ever,  when  next  morning  the  besieging 
tribes  awoke  from  their  strange  slumbers  to  find  that  their  prey 
was  gone." 


•  The  Indian  custom  wlwn  desirous  of  auperxiataral  direction. 


0,  D.  R. 


495 


APPENDIX  Wo.  17. 


THE  PROGRESS,  CONDITION  AND  PROSPECTS 
OF  WISCONSIN. 

BY  HON.  TOM  O.  EDWARDS. 

If  coming  events  cast  their  shadow  before,  Wisconsin  must 
needs  become  the  "Empire  State."  The  youngest  now  of  the 
five  giant  offsprings  of  the  immortal  Ordinance  of  '87,  she  is  yet 
in  swaddling  cloths — whilst  Ohio,  the  oldest,  is  now  fairly  decking 
herself  in  the  "  Toga  virilis."  Wisconsin,  altho'  the  youngest  of 
the  "five,"  has  given  evidence,  by  her  vigorous  growth,  her  sinewy, 
nervous  frame,  and  her  feats  of  infantile  prowess,  of  what  may  be 
expected  of  her  adult  age. 

As  her  growth  in  the  past  has  not  depended  upon  a  miracle,  so 
her  future  development  will  result  from  natural  causes.  Other 
States  have  grown  because  they  contained  natural  elements  of 
activity  and  wealth.  These  elements  exist  in  Wisconsin  to  a 
degree  not  found  in  any  other  State  west  or  east.  We  have  ar- 
rived at  this  conclusion  after  looking  over  the  whole  course  of 
past  increase  in  population  and  wealth  in  this  and  other  States, 
and  fearing  the  criticism  of  this  opinion  may  be  the  too  common 
expression  of  "  humbug,"  or  be  traced  to  that  boastful  spirit  which 
abounds  in  vague  generalities  that  prove  nothing  and  satisfy  but 
few,  we  append  reasons  for  this  opinion,  and  challenge  the  severest 
scrutiny.  Geographical  position  is  a  most  important  element  of 
growth  and  prosperity.  Wisconsin  is  located  between  42°  and 
47**  50'  of  north  latitude.  This  is  the  northern  temperate  region, 
and  16  the  one  in  which  man  has  exhibited  most  energy  and  devel- 
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opment.  Her  atmosphere  is  cool,  clear  and  dry,  and  consequent- 
ly invigorating.  Bilious  and  miasmatic  aflFections,  the  scourges 
of  Michigan,  Illinois  and  Iowa,  are  little  known.  Health  and 
longevity,  two  most  desirable  blessings,  are  consequently  attaina* 
ble  here.  From  a  table  of  the  last  United  States  census,  (an 
impartial  report,  of  course,)  we  obtain  the  following  facts  : 

This  table  gives  the  relative  health,  progress  and  deaths  of  the 
several  States,  and  illustrates  that  the  number  of  deaths  in  ratio 
to  ihQ  number  of  living  is — in  the  State  of  Maine,  1  to  77  ;  Ver- 
mont, 1  to  100 ;  Connecticut,  1  to  64;  Illinois,  1  to  73 ;  Iowa,  1 
to  94  ;  Wisconsin,  1  to  105  ; — and  this  is  not  only  a  fair  compari- 
son among  the  above  named  States,  but  exhibits  the  least  number 
of  deaths,  proportionate  to  the  population,  in  "Wisconsin  of  any 
State  in  the  Union. 

Commercial  Advantages  can  be  ascertained  by  simply  men" 
tioning  her  position — on  her  eastern  border  is  Lake  Michigan,  on 
the  north,  Lake  Superior;  and  on  these  Lakes,  in  conjunction 
with  Lake  Erie,  already  floats  a  commerce,  by  the  tabular  state- 
ments of  the  census  returns,  greatly  exceeding  our  entire  foreign 
trade — on  her  west  runs  the  Mississippi  River,  the  entire  length  of 
the  State,  400  miles,  connecting  her  with  St.  Louis,  l^ew  Orleans 
and  foreign  nations.  These  facts  need  no  comment.  Statistics 
prove  that  the  exports  of  Wisconsin  for  last  year  amounted  to 
more  than  sixteen  millions  dollars.  Her  soil  is  an  element  of 
wealth  not  sufficiently  known  to  be  fully  appreciated.  Wisconsin 
is  pre  eminently  an  agricultural  State,  and  is  capable  of  becoming 
as  wealthy  as  any  one  of  the  western  sisterhood.  By  the  late 
census  and  other  data,  it  may  be  safe  and  fair  to  calculate  that 
there  are  about  one  and  a  half  millions  acres  of  cultivated  land 
in  the  State ;  which,  as  now  occupied,  constitutes  about  50,000 
farms,  more  or  less  tilled.  There  were  shipped  from  Milwaukee 
over  two  millions  bushels  of  wheat  the  past  season. 

Besides  this  one  and  a  half  millions  acres  of  improved  land, 
there  is,  within  the  area  of  the  State,  above  30,000,000  acres  of 
land,  of  which  at  least  20,000,000  is  suitable  to  be  converted  into 
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productive  and  pleasant  farms — enough  land  to  make  two  millions 
additional  farms — waiting  for  occupants ;  and  may  be  purchased 
at  low  prices,  ranging  from  $1,25  to  $60  per  acre. 

In  regard  to  the  value  of  improved  lands  in  the  new  States,  the 
same  report  shows  that  the  average  value  is  —in  Illinois,  $7,99 ; 
in  Iowa,  $6,09  ;  in  Texas,  $1,09  ;  and  in  Wisconsin,  it  is  $9,58 — 
a  very  fair  show  for  a  young  State. 

And  by  looking  carefully  through  the  tables,  we  find  that  the 
average  value  of  products  per  acre,  exceeds  that  of  the  other 
States  named,  in  about  the  same  proportion  that  the  land  exceeds 
theirs  per  acre  in  value.  Draw  a  line  from  Manitowoc  to  Portage, 
thence  directly  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Croix,  the  farming  lands  lying 
south  of  this  line,  and  comprising  nearly  one  half  the  State,  are 
not  equalled  in  all  respects  as  farming  lands^  in  any  State  of  the 
Union ;  on  which  an  industrious  farmer  can  raise  from  30  to  60 
bushels  of  wheat,  or  from  50  to  80  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre. 
North  of  this,  a  belt  of  hard  timber  extends  east  and  west  160 
miles  on  the  latitude  of  Stevens  Point — from  50  to  100  miles  iu 
width.  The  soil  of  this  region  is  fertile,  but  the  timber  is  its 
present  wealth.  Unlike  the  prairies,  building  material  for  fences 
is  convenient,  and  no  country  produces  better  or  more  wheat 
— the  staple  crop.  The  indigenous  and  cultivated  grasses  flour- 
ihs  admirably,  and  combined  with  numerous  streams,  afford 
the  best  facility  for  grazing.  This  peculiarity,  (abundance 
of  water,)  pervades  the  entire  State,  and  presents  inducements 
for  cattle  growing  not  found  in  the  other  prairie  countries,  where 
running  water  is  found  at  distances  too  great  for  cattle.  The  wa- 
ter power  on  the  St.  Croix,  Black,  Chippewa,  Kock,  Crawfish, 
Wisconsin  and  other  rivers,  surrounded  by  these  agricultural 
regions,  and  every  kind  of  raw  material,  and  abundant  lumber — ■ 
without  any  competition  in  the  Mississippi  valley — this  water 
power  is  but  partially  used,  but  in  time  must  be  most  valuable. 
Eastern  men  can  appreciate  this  important  fact,  and  we  need  but 
designate  the  points  to  make  the  water  power  of  this  State  an 
important  element  of  wealth  and  greatness. 
63 
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The  immense  Pineries  at  the  source  of  these  rivers  are  conve- 
nient to  their  various  falls — taken  into  account  with  the  scarcity 
of  timber  in  Illinois,  Iowa  and  Missouri — afford  us  treasures  inex- 
haustible. They  are  at  present  demanded  by  these  States.  Most 
of  these  rivers  empty  into  the  Mississippi,  and  are  navigable  for 
rafts,  whilst  not  a  few  are  accessible  at  certain  seasons  to  boats  of 
large  size. 

On  the  south-west,  the  country  abounds  in  Lead, which  is  exten- 
sively worked  ;  on  the  north,  the  Copper  mines  have  challenged 
the  interests  of  eastern  capitalists.  These  mines  give  employment 
to  labor,  and  offer  a  home  market  for  immense  agricultural  pro- 
ducts, as  well  as  foster  manufacturing  on  a  most  extensive  scale. 
With  all  these,  we  have  a  system  of  railroads  traversing  the 
State,  and  reaching  the  most  desirable  points  above  mentioned — 
and  without  this  advantage,  many  of  these  sources  of  wealth 
would  be  lost.  Her  natural  scenery  equals  any  State  of  the 
Union. 

We  have  stated  facts,  and  from  them  what  are  our  most  reason  - 
able  deductions  ?  Is  not  her  course  in  accordance  with  her  mot- 
to, "Forward?"  In  1840,  Wisconsin  had  30,000  inhabitants;  in 
'50,  305,000  ;  in  '55,  552,000.  In  population  she  has  out-stripped 
all  the  Western  States,  no  one  having  increased  ten  fold  in  ten 
years.  In  five  years  she  has  nearly  doubled  her  population,  hav- 
ing increased  247,000  ;  whilst  Illinois,  a  growing  and  rapidly  in- 
creasing State,  has  added  but  30  per  centum  to  her  population. 

The  territory  of  Wisconsin  is  larger  than  either  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio  or  Indiana.  The  last,  by  the  last  census,  had 
a  population  of  1,000,000,  the  next  before,  2,000,000,  the  second, 
3,000,000,  and  the  first,  in  round  numbers,  4,000,000.  Wisconsin 
has  a  richer  soil  than  'New  York,  and  more  acres  susceptible  of 
cultivation  than  New  York  or  Pennsylvania.  The  S.  E.  counties 
of  Wisconsin  are  the  only  settled  portions  of  the  State,  whilst  the 
north  and  north-west  are  comparatively  a  wilderness.  Taking  the 
population  of  New  York  as  4,000,000  for  our  data  of  calculation, 
and  taking  into  account  that  she  has  a  larger  proportion  of  sterile 
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land  than  Wisconsin,  and  that  the  city  and  environs  may  be  re- 
garded as  national  and  dependent  upon  position,  we  may  safely 
give  the  rural  districts  3,200,000  ;  and,  moreover,  were  she  as 
densely  populated  as  Massachusetts,  she  would  have  6,000,000  ; 
these  being  the  data,  and  Wisconsin  one -fourth  larger,  would  con- 
tain 7,500,000,  with  the  same  number  to  the  square  mile.  Taking 
the  growth  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  as  a  data  for  Wisconsin  increase, 
we  can  safely  predict,  in  five  years,  800,000  inhabitants,  in  ten 
years,  1,100,000,  in  fifteeen  years,  1,500,000,  in  twenty  five  years, 
3,000,000,  in  fifty  years,  5,000,000.  These  are  subjects  challeng- 
ing the  attention  and  interest  of  all  desirous  of  seeking  a  home, 
and  a  State  with  special  advantages. 

The  advantages  presented  in  the  preceding,  impress  every  visi- 
tor to  the  State,  and  have  induced  greatly  the  improvements  we 
have  simply  glanced  at.  The  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Cincinnati,  visited  this  State 
last  summer.  We  know  the  writer,  and  no  man  is  better  quali- 
fied, by  travel,  reading  and  observation,  to  give  a  correct  opin- 
ion than  he.  The  following  extract,  from  a  letter  written  during 
a  summer  tour,  will  exhibit  his  opinion  of  the  present,  and  from 
it  we  may  deduce  the  future  greatness  of  the  State. 

In  a  communication  to  the  Cincinnati  Gazette  of  the  9th  of 
August,  1855,  he  says  : 

"  One  pecularity,  wherever  I  traveled  in  Wisconsin,  struck  me 
forcibly,  viz :  the  apparent  high  degree  of  culture,  cleanliness  and 
thriftiness  of  the  farms.  There  is  not  half  so  much  to  remind  one 
of  a  new  country  as  there  is  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  this  is  at- 
tributable chiefly  to  the  fact^  that  almost  every  quarter  section,  in 
its  natural  state,  is  ready  for  plowing  and  fencing  without  the  la- 
bor of  felling  trees  enough  to  burden  the  navy  of  the  world ;  and 
'partly  to  the  fact,  that  the  class  of  settlers  are  off- shoots  from  the 
hardy  and  industrious  sons  of  New  England,  or  the  farmers  of 
Western  New  York  and  Northern  Ohio.  Fifty  yeaes'  laboe  in 
New  England,  or  twenty  years'  toil  in.  Ohio,  are  not  equal  in 

THEIR  result  TO  IIVE  INDUSTRIOUS  YEARS  IN  WISCONSIN.  T." 
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Here  is  told  in  plain,  simple  and  concise  language,  facts  that 
conld  not  be  more  forcibly  or  truthfully  delineated  in  a  column, 
and  are  the  observations  of  a  man  whose  opportunities  and  capa- 
bilities forjudging,  are  equal  to  any  man's  in  the  Union. 

The  Legislature  of  our  State  has  fixed  the  rate  of  interest,  by 
contract  at  12  per  cent.,  and  has  repealed  all  laws  forfeiting  the 
prinoipal^  if  interest  beyond  this  sum  be  agreed  on.  Oar  laws 
now,  whilst  fixing  the  rate  at  12  per  cent.,  require  a  tender  of  the 
principal,  before  a  suit  can  be  brought  to  recover  any  excess,  giving 
a  freedom  to  the  value  of  money,  unknown  in  any  other  State  in 
the  Union.  "We  doubt  not  this  will  bring  the  surplus  capital  of 
other  States  to  ours,  and  will  aid.  in  developing  our  valuable  re- 
sources. 

Health  and  longevity  have  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
benevolent  and  scientific.  The  selection  of  a  home  has  many  res- 
ponsibilities— none  more  imperative  than  climate.  The  denizen 
of  the  JSTorth  must  pay  the  penalty  of  acclimation  in  a  Southern 
latitude.  This  most  frequently  ultimates  in  diseases  only  termin- 
able with  life.  The  Southerner  cannot  with  impunity  remove  to 
a  Northern  climate  without  similar  penalties.  A  climate  without 
either  extreme,  or  one  approximating  the  45th  deg.,  (being  equi- 
distant from  the  equator  and  pole,)  would  a  priori  be  a  common 
ground  of  compromise  and  safety.  The  latitude  of  Wisconsin  is 
between  42^  and  47^  50^,  and  thus  from  geographical  position, 
is  not  liable  to  objections  existing  either  north  or  south.  Individ- 
ual experience  confirms  this  fact — yet  with  it  we  have  incontro- 
vertible truths  to  sustain  the  position,  that  this  parallel  is  not  only 
the  most  healthful,  but  that  business,  general  prosperity,  and  all 
the  elements  of  social  life  we  have  most  happily  combined.  One 
of  these  truths  is,  that  no  nation  ever  has  arrived  at  or  for  any 
period  maintained  greatness  or  wealth,  unless  in  the  changes  of 
climate  in  that  nation,  winter  be  found  to  exist.  If  the  winter  be 
even  protracted  or  severe  (not  too  extreme  in  either  respect)  it  is 
better  than  no  vicissitude.  The  ice-bound  coast  on  which  the 
May-flower  landed,  was  as  evidently  the  direction  of  Providence, 
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as  were  the  principles  of  the  Pilgrims  traceable  to  the  Being 
"from  whom  comes  etery  good  and  perfect  gift."  The  necessi- 
ties of  our  forefathers  under  a  rigorous  climate,  made  them  not 
only  the  most  thrifty,  but  the  most  enterprising  and  successful  of 
their  age.  We  are  on  a  parallel  with  Boston,  with  more  than  20 
degrees  less  depression  in  temperature,  and  with  climatic  advan- 
tages beyond  conception.  We  have  no  easterly  or  north- eastern 
winds,  sweeping  over  thousands  of  miles  of  ocean,  robbed  of  heat 
and  balminess,  to  terrify  the  infirm  or  aged. 

We  have  winters  commciicing  about  the  10th  of  December — 
terminating  in  March — characterized  by  many  peculiarities,  yet 
noted  for  no  inconveniences  incompatible  with  health,  comfort 
and  business.  Snows  here  are  never  deep — strong,  persistent 
winds  are  unknown  in  winter — and  rain  does  not  fall  after  the 
middle  of  December,  until  the  early  rain  unlocks  the  frost  and 
gives  life  and  being  to  vegetation ;  the  rain  guage  shows  a  fall  of 
but  25  inches'  during  the  year — the  usual  average  east  is  about  53 
inches.  Our  summers  are  cool  and  not  variable,  and  the  atmos- 
phere during  the  entire  year  is  remarkable  for  its  clearness,  dry- 
ness and  transparency.  'No  country  can  surpass  the  purity  and 
clearness  of  the  water  in  this.  It  is  convenient  and  accessible — 
springs  and  natural  lakes  are  the  predominant  characteristics. — 
These  things  are  not  miracles,  but  are  dependent  on  natural  laws, 
governing  countries  of  certain  geographical  and  topographical 
position.  The  latitude  of  Philadelphia  is  about  40°  north,  yet 
from  position,  the  vicissitudes  of  climate  are  greater  than  with 
us.  There  the  winter  is  somewhat  shorter  and  apparently  con- 
centrated— yet  its  changes  are  destructive  to  comfort  and  health. 
New  York  is  liable  to  similar  but  greater  objections.  With  every 
change  of  wind  there,  the  temperature  changes — all  from  the  con- 
tiguity and  antagonism  of  large  bodies  of  land  and  water,  can 
never  be  averted.  Our  position,  approximating  the  centre  of  the 
continent,  exempts  us  form  these  changes — and  this  blessing  is 
manifested  in  general  good  health  and  a  corresponding  physical 
development.    We  have  no  epidemics — no  endemics  ;  miasmatic 
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affections  with  their  countless  ills  are  unknown  here — and  the 
lustre  of  the  languid  eje  is  restored,  and  paleness  of  the  faded 
cheek  disappears  when  brought  into  our  midst. 
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P^ge  48,  seventh  line  from  top, better  "  should  be  letter. 
82,  note,  Black  Bird  should  be  Black  Partridge. 

104,  last  paragraph,  "  four  or  five  of  the  Grignons,"  instead  of  "  at  the  Grignons." 

109,  seventeenth  line  from  top,    leave  in  store,"  instead  of  "  have  in  store." 

121,  Jean  Marie  Quen  de  Lamouche,  should  be  Jean  Marie  Querie  dit  Lamonche* 

123,  eight  line  from  top,  instead  of  St.  Josephs  on  Lake  Michigan,  it  was  St.  Josepha,  a  large  IbI; 
and  in  the  Straits  of  St.  Mary's,  between  Lakes  Superior  and  Huron,  and  about  forty  miles 
north-east  of  Mackinaw  ;  and  not  only  intelligence  was  sought,  but  all  the  help  also  that 
could  possibly  be  obtained. 

140,  fifteenth  line  from  the  top,  substitute  the  Vfovdi provisions  for  "permission." 

144,  Grand  Sinobe  should  be  Grand  Sierure  ;  and  page  190,  Serviteur  should  also  be  Sbirurb. 

161,  SoTER  should  be  Loyer. 

155,  and  elsewbere,  Wah-wah-peck-ah  should  be  Wah-nah-peck-ah. 

161,  note  giving  Gov.  Reynolds'  charge  that  squaws  had  been  forcibly  taken  on  board  the  two 
keel-boats,  in  1827,  for  corrupt  purposes.  Judge  Lockwood  pronounces  entirely  without 
foundation.  After  the  forms  of  Judge  Lockwood's  communication  had  been  worked  off 
and  sent  him  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  he  exhibited  Gov.  Reynold's  statement  to  Gen  Dousmak, 
and  several  old  French  settlers  who  were  in  the  country  in  1827,  and  who  were  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  French  voyageurs  who  shipped  from  Prairie  du  Chien  for  this  trip,  and 
they  all  unite  with  Judge  Lockwood  in  declarfng,  that  they  never  before  heard  such  an  In- 
,  timation,  and  that  it  is  beyond  all  question  entirely  untrue  and  unjust  ;  that  Gov.  Reynolds 
must  have  been  imposed  upon  by  some  one  who  either  ignorantly  or  maliciously  misrepre- 
sented to  him  the  cause  of  the  attack.  The  connections,  associations  and  sympathies  of 
the  French  voyageurs  were  invariably  with  the  Indians,  and  they  never  would  have  been 
guilty  of  participating  in  any  such  atrocity 

163,  thirteenth  line  from  top,  ••'  soldier  "  should  be  sailor. 

175,  GiAPON  should  be  GussoN,  and  tenth  line  of  same  page  should  read,  "  that  I  had  said  that  I 

would  make  him,"  &c . 
186,  fifth  line  from  top,  grass  instead  of  grape." 
289,  third  line  from  bottom,  "loose"  should  be  lose. 

337,  Robbrt  Diokson  should  be  Joseph  Dickson.  Ij»  G.  0. 
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into  Wisconsin     416 

14,  Sketch  of  the  Early  History  of  Kenosha  county,  450 
16,  Wisconsin — its  Rise  and  Progress,  with  notices 

of  Mineral  Point  and  Richland  county,  480 

16,  Legend  of  the  Red  Banks,  491 

17,  Progress,  Condition  and  Prospects  of  Wisconsin,  496 
Inrata,    602 
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GENERAL  INDEX. 


Abbott,  Jolin  S.  C,  donor,  .__  9,  27 

Abbott,  Judge  of  Mackinaw,    ,  121 

Abert,  Col.  J.  J.,  donor,  _  _   30 

Adams,  Hon.  Charles  Francis,  donor,    9,  27 

promises  works  of  John  Adams,  -   14 

commends  the  Society,       21 

Agricultural,  mechanical  and  scientific  works,  number  in  library,.  6 

Aird,  James,  early  trader,   129,  226 

Alabama  Historical  Society,     20 

Alanson,  Rev.  William,  early  clergyman  at  Kenosha,   465,  466 

Albany  Institute,  donor,      —  29 

Allen,  Nelson,  early  settler  of  Kenosha  county,  _  ___  474 

Allen,  Russell,  a  pioneer  of  Kenosha  county,    458,  459 

Allen,  Prest.  W.  H.,  of  Girard  College,  donor,   30 

Alexander,  Matthew,  a  Richland  county  pioneer,  -  ^  489 

Alexander,  Gen.  Milton  K.,  in  Black  Hawk  War,...  354,  365,  393-406 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  donor,   _  9,  27,  86 

condition  of  __  18,  20 

American  Ethnological  Society,  donor,  _  9,  29 

American  Philosophical  Society,  promises  its  publications,    10 

pamphlets  received  from,   _   36 

American  Institute,  donor,  .,    28 

American  Fur  Company  and  its  affiliations, . .  101,  102,  107,  130,  131 

Anderson,  David,  donor,   ,   32 

Andrews,  Constant  A.,  erects  a  pioneer  mill,    117,  118 

Ansley,  Col.  John  D.,  early  Mineral  Point  settler,   295,  488 

Antiquities  of  Wisconsin,  484 
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Apple,  a  German,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  War,  345,  346,  363,  376,  383 

Astor,  John  Jacob,  his  Fur  Companies,   101,  102,  107,  130,  131 

Atkinson,  Gen.  Henry,  in  Winnebago  War,  1827,   166,  167,  331 

in  Black  Hawk  War,  1832,    225,  256,  267,  258,  262, 

,283,  338,  342,  352-355,  359,  360,  362,  363,  402-414 

notice  of  «      363 

Atsiquet,  Neddy,  settles  with      Y.  Indians  at  Little  Kakalin,  430 

Atwater,  Caleb,  donor,     32 

Atwood,  Hon.  Julius  P„  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1855,..  22 

do  1856,..  3 

audits  Treasurer's  Report,     26 

Eulogy  on  Judge  H.  A.  Wright,      53 

Atwood,  Col.  David,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1855,   22 

do  1856,   3 

donor,  _   1    34,  35 

Aubrey,  William,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  War,    340 


Bache,  Prof.  A,  D.,  donor,     30 

Bacon,  Hudson,  a  Kenosha  pioneer,    461,  458,  459,  468 

Bad  Ax  battle,  1832,.  „   396,  406,  412-414 

Baird,  Hon.  Henry  S.,  procures  Judge  Reaume's  old  coat,   II, 

portrait  of,  in  Picture  Gallery,  1    13,  49 

anniversary  address,     72 

error  in  address,      151 

pioneer  lawyer,      152 

Ballou,  D.  W,  Jr.,  promises  over  30  vols.  N.  A.  Review,   14 

Baltzell,  J.  K,  donor,   _   34 

Bancroft,  Hon.  George,  commends  the  Society,   21,  22 

Barber,  Hon.  J.  Allen,  1846, member  Constitutional  Convention,...  322 

announces  death  of  Hon.  T.  P.  Burnett,  322 

Bark  River,     _  :  36S 

Barlow,  Rev.  Abner,  Kenosha  county  pioneer,         468,  469,  474,  475 

Barnard,  Hon.  Henry,  donor,    28 

Barnes,  Rev.  Albert,  donor,   30 

Barnes,  A.  S.  &  Co.,  donors,  ,  


508 


Barry,  Rev.  John  S,  donor,   _   9,  28 

Barstow,  ex-Gov.  Wm.  A.,  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery,  _ .  13,  40 

Bartlett,  Hon.  J.  R.,  promises  works,     14 

Beam,  Thomas,  in  Black  Hawk  War,   _                 380,  382 

Beard,  Henry,  donor,     _   31 

Beaubien,  Col.  John  B.,  early  trader  at  Milwaukee,  _  104 

Beaumont,  Dr.  William,    _                        99,  287 

Beeson,  E.,  donor,   __      31 

Beaquett,  Lieut.  Paschal,  in  Black  Hawk  War,    337 

347,  349,  367,  370,  390 

Belcher,  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph,  donor,     30 

Benedict,  Stephen  G.,  donor,  :   33 

Benton,  Hon.  Thomas  H.,  donor,  _„                                             .  31 

Beouchard,  Edward,  in  Black  Hawk  Wav,                      349,  350,  389 

early  settler  at  Mineral  Point,    ,   388 

Biddle,  E.  C.  &  J,  donors,  1   30 

Biddle,  James  W.,  narrative  referred  to   106 

Biddle,  Maj.  John,  Michigan  delegate  to  Congress   133 

Bierce,  Gen.  L.  V.,  donor     32 

Billings,  Col.  Henry  M.,  promises  portrait   13 

early  settler  at  Mineral  Point     487 

Bingham,  G.  C,  donor,     -  10 

Bird,  Hon.  Augustus  A.,  promises  portrait,     13 

Black,  Samuel,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  War,     343 

349,  351,  369,  370,  372,  376,  387,  391 

^  Black,  Col.  Robert  S.,  early  settler  at  Mineral  Point,    487 

Black  Dog,  a  Sioux  Chief,   196 

Black  Hawk,  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery,   12,  13,  41,  47,  67 

at  treaties  of  1804  and  1816,  note,    91,  92 

1813,  Sauk  war  party  in  Missouri,  _   213 

1814,  in  Sink  Hole  battle,                                           215,  218 

1831,  Winnebagoes  of  Prophet's  Village  join  the  Sauks,.  262 
Indians  threaten  hostilities,  _ .  246.  252,  263,  256 

Origin  of  the  War,.-                                  170,  171,  172,  336 

1832,  Col.  Gratiot  captured,     836 

Dement's,  Stephenson's  and  Snyder's  fights,  145,  362,  397 
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1832  whites  aided  by  Sioux  and  Winnebagoes,   255-262 

opinion  of  Gen.  Atkinson, .  .   258 

Pekatonica  battle,   258,  347-351,  368-392,  397 

Wisconsin  Height's  battle,    393-306,  402-412 

Street  and  Burnett  securing  canoes,.      259-262,  283-285 

Bad  Ax  battle    262,  396,  406,  412-414 

exaggerated  accounts  of  the  war    285 

benefits  resulting.     92 

Black  Hawk's  son,  portrait  of     12,  13,  41,  47,  67 

Black  Partridge,  a  Pottawattamie  chief    82,  502 

Black  River  Falls,  early  mills  and  lumbering    118,  149,  230 

Bliss,  G.  W.,  promises  newspaper  files      7 

Bloody  Run,  origin  of  name      lis,  119 

Boilvin,  Nicholas,  trader,  Indian  Agent  and  Justice  of  the 

Peace   _   116,  122,  144,  190,  229,  230 

character  and  anecdote  of,_    12G 

death  of    15q 

Boone,  Col.  Daniel,  and  sons   199,  204,  206,  211,  212,  434 

Botkin,  Col.  Alexander,  donor  _    33 

Bouthillier,  Francis,  early  trader.--   116,  122,  149,  226 

Boutwell,  Ex-Gov.  G.  S.,  donor    .  35 

Boyer,  Col.  John,  Indian  Agent  at  Green  Bay  in  1820,    423 

makes  treaty     _   423 

death  of      424^  427 

Bracken,  Gen.  Charles,  donor .-_     25,  35 

in  Black  Hawk  War,   337,  343,  344,  346,  349,  350,  359 

Pekatonica  controversy   _    365-392 

strictures  on  Ford's  History   _   402-414 

services    _   402 

Bradford,  Hon.  A,  W.,  donor     29 

Brady,  Gen.  Hugh,  in  Black  Hawk  War   _  342 

sketch  of    .__  342 

Bread,  Daniel,  head  Chief  of  Wisconsin  Oneidas   433 

Brevoort,  Henry  B.,  Indian  Agent      432 

Brigham,  Col  Ebenezer,  visits  Galena  in  1822   329 

in  Black  Hawk  War    351 
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Brigliam,  Col.  Ebenezer,  portrait  of,  in  Picture  Gallery   13,  48 

Brighton,  Ke^ioslia  county,  early  settlers  of.   469 

Brisbane,  Dr.  Wm.  H.,  donor      8,  33 

Brisbois,  M.,  early  trader  113,  115,  116,  120,  122,  125,  129,  226,  259 

arbitrary  treatment  of     128,  250 

death  and  burial     __   173 

Brisbois,  Joseph     164,  269 

Bristol,  Kenosha  county,  early  settlers  of   _   469 

Britt,  Chancy  C,,  donor    33 

Brooke,  Gen.  Geo.-  M.,  stationed  at  Prairie  du  Chien  _  _.  167 

Brookes,  Samuel  M.,  portraits  by  _   13,  14,  40,  41,  48 

donor  of  busts    14 

sketch  of       51 

Brothertown  Indians  in  Wisconsin   416-448 

Brown,  Beiiah,  Vice  President  of  the  Society    3 

donor       33 

Brown,  Daniel  C,  donor       34 

Brunet,  Jean,  of  Prairie  du  Chien  - _  161,  164,  166,  172,  259 

Brunson,  Rev.  Alfred,  1835,  visits  Prairie  du  Chien   147 

enterprise  and  usefulness   149 

memoir  of  Hon.  T.  P.  Burnett    233-326 

sketch  of  Crawford  county  cited   146 

contributes  newspaper  file  and  Continental  money   7,  11 

promises  portrait     13 

Bryan,  Hon.  John  A.,  donor     25 

Bryant,  Wm.  Cullen,  donor   29 

Buck,  Pioyal,  donor      33 

Buffalo  in  1808   198 

Buffalo  Lake     109 

Bull,  Gen.  Henry  C  ,  member  of  Executive  Committee   3 

iife  Member  of  the  Society   25 

Bull,  Johnny,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  War,   345,  366,  375,  387 

Bullen,  Gen.  John,  early  Kenosha  county  settler   469 

Bullen,  John,  Jr.,  Kenosha  pioneer    451-459,  468 

sketch  of    469 

Bullen,  Hon.  William,  Kenosha  pioneer..          451,  466,  457,  460,  468 
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BuUen,  Hon.  William,  sketch  of    470 

Bullen,  DeWitt     469 

Bunts,  Samuel,  in  Black  Hawk  War  -  _  _  343,  349 

Burley,  A.  H.  &  Co.,  donors  —  _   32 

Burnap,  Rev.  G.  W.,  donor  ,  30 

Burnett,  Hon.  Thomas  P. — birth,  education  and  profession   233-235 

1829,  appointed  Sub -Indian  Agent. __    235,  271 

dangerously  hurt  236,  271,  272 

1830,  arrives  at  Prairie  du  Chien   236 

Indian  disturbances     171,  172 

1830''31,  duties,  correspondence   237-241 

1831,  American  Fur  Company      242-244 

cost  of  equipping  a  fur  trader    244-246 

vigilance    -   246-248 

clashing  of  authorities   —  247-261 

Indian  movements     252,  253 

visits  Kentucky   253-256 

1832,  returns — ordered  to  raise  Sioux,   255-262,  283-286 

practices  law — controversy   254,  255,  262-287 

toils  and  unremitting  services    283,  284 

1833,  proposes  to  engage  in  lumbering   _  288,  289 

sought  an  Indian  Agency   289 

thought  of  returning  to  Kentucky   289 

politics — need  of  local  government   289,  290 

revisits  Kentucky,  and  returns   290,  291 

1834,  sub-agency  abolished     292,  293 

invited  to  remove  to  Mineral  Point   295 

1834-'35,  returns  to  Kentucky,  obtains  a  divorce   296-299 

1835,  efforts  for  a  territorial  government ._    299-301 

appointed  District  Attorney,  resigns   300,  301 

solicited  to  run  for  delegate  to  Congress   301 

chosen  a  member  of  the  Mich.  Terr.  Council  301 

Council  meets  at  Green  Bay     301,  302 

Mich.  Terr,  government  continued...  301,  302,  306,  307 

3€36,  Gen.  Cass'  administration  of  Indian  Affairs          302,  303 

suggested  for  Territorial  Secretary  or  Judge...  304,  305 
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Burnett,  Hon.  Thos.  P. — 1836,  Wisconsin  Territory  organized  30T,  308 

chosen  to  Council,  rejected  _   308-31X 

appointed  District  Attorney,  declines   810 

marries  Miss  Brunson     —  311 

reporter  of  Supreme  Court  of  Territory  317,  318 

ISSly  settles  in  Grant  county   311 

1838,  solicited  to'run  for  delegate   -  312-314 

1839,  voted  for  for  delegate   316 

1840,  settles  on  his  farm     316 

1842,  appointed  Brig.  Gen.  by  Gov.  Doty  316 

defends  soldiers,   316-317 

1844-'46,  member  of  legislature   318-320 

1846,  Indian  disturbance  and  alarm    318-220 

member  of  Convention    320 

'  sictness  and  death   320-326 

county  named  after  him  —   326 

Burnett,  William,  in  Black  Hawk  War  _   378 

Burns,  Lieut.  Gov.  Timothy,  daguerreotype  of   11 

Bush,  D.  C,  donor  -  ...»   33 

Butler,  Symmes,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union.   479 

Caddie,  Rev.  Mr  ,  early  preacher  at  Prairie  du  Chien   147 

Cadwell,  Rev.  C.  C,  early  preacher  at  Kenosha   468 

Cady,  John  F.,  early  Kenosha  settler    469,  474,  476 

Gaboon,  B.  P.,  early  Kenosha  settler  __   465 

Calkins,  Elias  A.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1855  22 

do  1856   3 

donor   :   33,  35 

eulogy  on  Judge  Wright    57 

Cameron,  Murdock,  early  Indian  trader   173,  190,  191 

Campbell,  early  settler  and  officer  at  Prairie  du  Chien   120,  126 

Campbell,  Major,  expedition  in  1814    220 

Campbell,  Mon.  Wm.  W.,  donor   29 

Campbell,  N.,  donor    34 


513 


Carey,  Henry  C,  donor  -    30 

Carnes,  William,  in  Black  Hawk  War  ._  349,  370,  372 

Carpenter,  S.  H.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1B55  _   22 

do  1856    3 

report  on  Picture  Gallery ...    .   39 

Carr,  Prof.  Ezra  S.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1856  ._   3 

Carr,  Rev.  Spencer,  donor.  ,    34,  35 

Carroll,  William  S.,  clerk  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  donor   30 

Carver  claim  alluded  to   _   117 

Cary,  Dr.  B.  B.,  early  Racine  settler  __  451,  461 

-   Secretary  of  Milwaukee  Union    479 

Case,  Hon.  Squire  S.,  donor    9,  33 

Oass,  Hon.  Lewis,  1819,  organizes  Brown  and  Crawford  counties  115 

1819-'20.  exploring  the  Nortli-West,  etc         422,  423,  427,  433 

1825,  holds  Indian  treaty  at  Prairie  du  Chien   153 

1826,  seeking  information  concerning  the  Indians   169 

1827,  Winnebago  difficulties,   166,  167,  330,  430 

preserves  speech  of  Wabasha  _  _   194 

admiaistration  of  Indian  affairs    302,  303 

promises  his  portrait    .  13,  40 

donor...     32 

commends  Historical  Societies    21 

Cassville,  site  of  Indian  town.     131,  132 

Castleman,  Dr.  A.  L,  donor    _    33 

Catlin,  Hon.  John,  commissioner  to  publish  laws  and  reports  318 

Life  Member  of  the  Society  _    25 

Catlin,  George,  supposed  to  have  painted  the  Clinton  portrait  48,  61 

Cauldwell,  Joseph,  early  Kenosha  county  settler.  ...^..^l.,- -Jj^- .  474 
Oaulkins,  Miss  Frances  M.,  donor  ,   9,  28 

commends  the  Society   _   22 

Chambers,  Col.  Talbot,  arrival  at  Prairie  du  Chien    128 

arbitrary  rule       129,  229,  230 

Chapman,  Silas,  donor -_     9,  33,  35 

Chappin,  Stanislaus,  pilots  Col.  Miller  in  1816  83,  103 

Chase,  Hon  Salmon  P.,  donor     31 

Chase,  Hon.  Lucien  B.,  donor  ^ -i.tti-  -  

65  ' 
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Chase,  Hezekiah  S.,  donor  .._      28 

Chase,  Horace,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union    479 

Childs,  George  W.,  promises  books  and  engravings     15 

Childs,  Col.  Ebenezer,  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery   13,  48 

cited    _  ._  105,  107 

Chippewa  Indians     131-139 

144,  145,  149,  153,  156,  219,  2-11,  247,  252,  255 

aid  Menomonees  against  the  Sauks  and  Foxes    491-494 

Chippewa  River  and  tributaries,  early  lumbering  on          132,  134-141 

Chouteau,  Col.  Auguste,  holds  Indian  treaty  in  1815   222,  223 

do  1816   92 

Clark,  Gen.  George  Rogers,  1779,  captures  Yincennes   107 

portrait  in  Picture  Gallery     12,  47,  50 

his  Life  in  preparation  .__   47 

Clark,  Gov.  William,  1814,  at  Prairie  du  Chien   219 

1815,  holds  Indian  treaty    222,  223 

1816,  do      92 

1825,  holds  treaty  at  Prairie  du  Chien   153 

1830-'34,  Superitendent  of  Indian  Affairs   243 

246,  250,  252.  255,  270,  288,  289,  .291,  294 

Clark,  Captain,  in  Black  Hawk  War  337,  338,  357,  358,  404,  408 

Clark,  Julius  T.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1855   22 

do  do  do       1856   3 

Donor-    34 

Clark,  Darwin,  promises  portrait   13 

Donor   33 

Clark,  Hon.  J.  V.  H.,  donor     29 

Clarke,  A.  F.,  donor   34 

Clay,  Henry,  personal  memorial  of   14 

Clement,  Hon.  Charles,  donor    9,  33 

Clement,  Jesse,  donor,   29 

Clergy,  early  of  Prairie  du  Chien   146,  147 

Kenosha    468 

Clinton,  De  Witt,  personal  memorial  of    14 

original  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery  .   13,  48 

commends  Historical  Societies   21 
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Clinton,  Hon.  George  W.,  donor     29 

Coe,  Rev.  Mr.,  early  preacher  at  Prairie  du  Chien   146 

Coggeshall,  Wm.  T.,  donor    '  32 

Cole,  Samuel,  chief  clerk  Pension  Office,  donor                         9,  30 

Collins,  Gen.  Lewis,  donor    —  31 

Collins,  Col.  James,  in  Black  Hawk  war.                                358,  409 

Congressional  publications  in  the  library   6 

received  from  State  Department   30 

Connecticut  Historical  Society,  condition  of   20 

donation  from      28 

Conover,  Prof.  0.  M.,  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  1855-'56  3,  22 

Treasurer's  Report.    26 

Cooke,  D.  B.,  &  Co.,  donors                                                   9,  32 

Cooly,  Walter,  Racine  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union   479 

Coombs,  John  and  Edward,  Richland  county  pioneers   489 

Cothren,  Hon.  William,  donor   28 

Coutume  de  Paris,  or  law  of  France,  in  North-West                105,  121 

Cover  J.  C,  promises  newspaper  files   7 

Cox,  Maj.  James  P.,  in  Black  Hawk  war  .  353 

Craig,  Neville  B.,  donor     30 

Craig,  Capt.,  of  Galena,  in  Black  Hawk  war   406 

Crawford,  Rev.  Gilbert,  early  preacher  at  Kenosha   468 

Crawford  county  organized   115 

civil  officers                                                      115,  llG,  239 

Crooks,  Gen.  Ramsay,  agent  of  Fur  Company,                      101,  107 

-Cropsey,  Jasper  F.,  donor  of  painting                             14,  49,  51 

Crossit,  David,  Kenosha  pioneer,                                          460,  468 

Cubbage,  Colonel,  ransoms  Col,  Gratiot   .336 

Curtis,  Daniel  S.,  donor   33 

Custis,  Geo.  W.  Parke  promises  personal  memorial  of  Washington .  14 

Cutler,  Major,  at  Sault  St.  Marys,   117 

Darling,  Hon.  Mason  C,  promises  portrait   _   13 

Darlington,  Dr.  William,  donor     30 

Davenport,  Colonel,  commanding  Fort  Snelling                     250,  412 
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Davidson,  William,  Grant  county  pioneer, "daguerreotype  of   11 

Davidson,  Rev.  Dr.  R.,  promisfes  his  works   14 

Davidson,  David,  donor  .   29 

Davis,  Rev.  Solomon,  missionary  to  Wisconsin  Oneidas   446,  447 

Davis,  Ghauncy,  early  Kenosha  county  settler   474 

Day-kau-ray,  Winnebago  chief    167,  177,  178,  259,  331 

Day  kau  ray,  Rascal  .  _     178 

Day-kau-ray,  Gne-Eyed,  of  La  Crosse    173,  178,  263,  261 

Day-kau-ray,  Wakon  or  Washington    260,  262 

Dean,  John,  donor  .       28 

Dean,  Prof  .  Amos,  donor  _         j   _  20 

De  Bow,  J.  D.  B.,  donor,   -     31 

Decth,  S.  (I.,  donor,..--  .  .   1  9,  29,  36 

Deeth,  George  Ogden,  donor   _  9,  30,  35 

De  Hass,  Dr.  Wells,  donor      31 

Delaplaine,  George  P.,  donor  of  portrait  of  Hon.  I.  P.  Walker..  13,  48 

promises  his  portrait       18 

Dement,  Maj.  John,  in  Black  Hawk  War   352,  353,  897 

Deming,  R.  H.,  Kenosha  pioneer    470 

Denny  John,  alias  John  Sundown,  an  Oneida    447 

De  Peyster,  Gen.  J.  Watts,  donor. ..  ,    29 

Derbyshire,  Christopher,  Kenosha  county  pioneer    465,  469 

Detroit,  in  1816  .      101 

Detroit  Gazette,  early  file  cited   89,  95,  149,  422,  423 

Devee,  ill  Black  Hawk  War--     349,  353,  369,  387 

Dewey^  Ex -Gov,  Nelson,  promises  portrait.   13,  40 

Dickson,  Capt.  Joseph;  in  battle  of  Wisconsin  Heights   337 

357,  404,  408,  409 

do  do       Bad  Ax   363,  396,  413 

daguerreotype  of-      11 

Dickson,  Capt.  Fred  ,  kills  an  Indian   „   _.  408 

Dickson,  Col.  Robert,  British  officer      82,  193 

Disturnell,  John,  donor     _   29,  36 

Dixon,  John  .     336 

Dod^e,  Gen.  Henry,  donor  -    9,  33,  3t 

promise  portrait  _    13,  40 
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Dodge,  Gen.  Henry,  1808,  Sheriff  of  Cape  Girardeau  Co.,  MisBouri,  199 

•      1814,  Expedition  up  the  Missouri  i.-  T-hiB?3^3  ^ 

1827,  in  Winnebago  War   167,  331 

1828,  mining   —         ,3^4,  335 

1832,  Indian  War  commences   836 

Sends  express  to  Dixon    336 

Expedition  to  Dixon   337,  398 

Forts  erected   S3.§  j 

Holds  conference  at  Four  Lakes  .^-w,,*--.*    338 

Siezes  Indians  at  Blue  Mounds  -1..-   338,  339 

o    Addresses  his  men  at  Kirker's  .  .   SiX  ^ 

Attack  at  Spafford's  ^^^-^^^-^ahsm^^^ 
'    Apple  killed  at  Fort  HamUtim. -"t-... .'wl/JJ--1.34^^^^  368 
Pekatonica battle. 258,  347-351,  368-392,  397 

returns  to  Dodgeville  .„Uf^^..^.  u:^.^^  ^  -----  351 

present  of  a  gun  _  ..-^  ^^.^  258 

preparations  for  expedition    352 

battle  of  Wisconsin  Heights   355r-3(^2,  393-3.96,  402-412 

battle  of  Bad  Ax..  ....  262,  363,  3^56,  412-414 

1836,  governor   302-304,  308-310 

1841,  superceded  by  Judge  Doty.  ^  ^  ,..-->-  315 

1 845,  re.  appointed  ,  .        -        -  -  319 

1846,  Indian  alarm   ,  .Qgg--Yc*.--^^'><^--  318-320 

Dodge,  Ken.  Augustus  C,  donor..   i   32 

Dodge,  H^nry  L.,  in  Black  Hawk  War.   337,  390 

Dodge,  Capt.  George  L,  promises  his  collection  of  coin    12 

Doolittle,  S.,  early  Kenosha  settler    457 

Doty,  Hon.  James  Duane,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society   3, 

^^o'^'-J-   9,  33,  9^ 

promises  newspaper  files  _  —  8 

1823-'32,  served  as  Judge  91,  151,  152 

:i823-'24,  first  post-master  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  -  151,  152 

1827,  incident  at  Green  Bay    86 

1833,  political  sugge^tions_  _     289 

1834,  interests  himself  for  T.  P.  Burnett. .   296 

1835,  member  of  Michigan  Territorial  Legislature         299,  301 
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Doty,  Hon.  Jas.  Duane,  1836,  aided  in  selecting  and  locating  Madison  305 

1838,  elected  delegate  to  Congress..   313 

1839,  re-elected  delegate                                            314,  315 

1842,  governor  of  the  Territory,  hampered                   315,  319 

Dougherty,  Hon.  J.,  promises  newspaper  files    8 

Douglas,  Hon.  Stephen  A.,  donor   _    32 

Dousman,  Michael,  noticed   _           123,  502 

Dousman,  Gen.  Hercules  L.,  _                         1*70,  174,  259 

appointed  Associate  Judge  _    173 

cited   _    502 

Drake,  Samuel  G.,  the  antiquarian,  donor  ,  9,  27,  35 

Draper,  Lyman  C,  Corresponding  Secretary,  1855-'56  3,  22 

preparing  a  Life  of  Gen.  George  Rogers  Clark    47 

donor   _  _..  33,'  35 

eulogy  on  R.  M.  Sully     63-71 

writes  Col.  Shaw's  Narrative     197 

notes  historical  and  explanatory     12 

58,  82,  85,  87,  89,  91,  93,  94,  100,  101,  104,  105,  107 

111,  116,  117,   119,  124,  125,  126,  129,  145,  146,  149 

150,  151,  162,  163,  168,  173,   l77,  178,  194,  195,  202 

203,  219,  224,   226,  228,  229,  231,  244,  259,  291.  303 

320,  325,   329,  331,  338,  339,  341,  342,  343,  349,  350 

356,  357,   359,  362,  363,  3^5,  374,  375,  383,  389,  394 

397,  402,  403,  407,  410,  411-414,  417-420,  422,  423 

424,    428,    430,    434,  446,    462,    468,    481.   483,  502 

Drown,  S.  De  Witt,  donor  _     32 

DuChouquette,  a  voyageur     125 

Dudley,  Dean,  donor  _      28 

Duncan,  Asa,  in  Black  Hawk  war   ._  348,  349.  37a 

Dunn,  Hon.  Charles,  accidentally  wounded  in  Black  Hawk  war   354 

Durkee  Hon.  Charles,  donor                                            9,  33,  35 

sketch  of  »  -    470 

Durrie,  Daniel  S.,  mem.ber  of  Executive  Committee,  1855   22 

Libradan,  1856     3 

donor   —                                          ^>  33 

Durrie,  John,  of  'New  Haven,  donor     28 
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Eager,  Hon.  Samuel  W.,  donor    -   2g 

Eastman,  Hon.  Ben.  B.,  donor   9,  33 

commissioner  to  publish  laws  and  reports    318 

Earthquakes  of  1811-'12   .._  202-204 

Edwards  Hon.  Tom  0.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1856   3 

Progress,  Condition  and  Prospects  of  Wisconsin..  495 

Edwards,  Clement  R.,  donor  of  portraits    12,  47 

sketch  of     50 

Edwards,  Gov.  Ninian,  holds  treaty,  1815    222,  223 

do  do  1816   92 

Ellis,  Gen.  Albert  G.,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society...   3 

early  file  of  Green  Bay  Intelligencer   7 

donor    _.    34 

promises  a  file  of  the  "  Pinery  "    8 

do       portrait    13 

Advent  of  N.  Y.  Indians  to  Wisconsin.   415 

sketch  of      424 

Elwyn,  Dr.  A.  L.,  donor  _     30 

English  Prairie,  origin  of  name    219 

Essex  Institute,  donor   ,  ._   27,  35 

Estes,  Capt.  James  B.,  in  Black  Hawk  War   258,  340,  341,  359 

1841-'42,  pioneer  of  Richland  county  _  489 

1846,  Indian  disturbance  at  Muscoda  318-320  ' 

Etheridge,  William  C,  Kenosha  pioneer   461,  474,  475 

Etting,  Frank  M.,  donor],   10,  11 

Everett,  Hon.  Edward,  donor   27 

commends  Historical  Societies  _   21 

Ewing,  Col.  Wm.  L.  D.,  in  Black  Hawk  War   357,  358,  408,  409 

Farribault,  Francis,  early  trader                                          122,  125 

Farwell,  Ex-Gov.  Leonard  J.,  in  Executive  Committee  1855  _  22 

do                            do                      1856   2 

Life  member     25 

donor   34,  35 

promises  portrait  _                                            13,  40 
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Ferris,  Benjamin,  donor   30 

Field,  Col.  Abner,  in  Winnebago  War  ,   »  166,  330 

Finch,  Asahel,  Jr.,  promises  portrait  _ - .^j^-.^. . ..^.^^ -.j.,  13 

Life  member  _  ..-.i  ^^-j^ -Tf^-.r-^-rfui^^ 

Finch,  B.  W  ,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union  ---^,^£ji.^,^f4_^{ 

Findley,  John  L.,  services  and  death    116,  122,  127,  149 

Fish,  Hon.  Hamilton,  donor  ^  .  ^  .29,  . 

Fisher,  Judge,  early  settler  at  Prairie  du  Chien   pf^^.^L,  226 

Fitch,  Lieut.  Matthew  G.,  Mineral  Point  pioneer.  488 

in  Black  Hawk  war...  341,  343,  349,  351,  361,  369,  887,  391 

published  a  sketch  of  Pekatonica  battle.-   379,  380 

Flagg,  Edmund,  promises  his  works  _   .^^ -^.^-^^ -i.^.-  14 

Floyd,  Aquilla,  in  Black  Hawk  war  _   352,  397 

Fullett,  Hun.  Frederick,  donor    ^  -nrr-;  -trrr-- 

Fjote,  John  P.,  donor    ---^nT^  nr—  ^2 

Force,  Lieutenant,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  war  -----  351 

Ford's  History  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  strictures  on. 393-4()l,  402-414 

Forsyth,  Maj.  Thomas,  notice  of  the  Prophef.  _  --.^  ,,42  . 

Forsyth,  Robert  A  ,  in  Indian  department-   ..,r433f;! 

Foster,  H.  C,  donor      32 

Foster,  Alfre  l,  Kenosha  countj  pioneer- .H^jr. - 451,  457,  438,.  474 

Four  Lake  Company   ^^^^^.^..^u,^r-\ri  -^^j—^-n  --^4  306 

Fowl©,  Jul] n,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  l^nion  ..-,„j.ff^^^.-}^-^f,y^^^^p-^4i)^.- .  479 
Fowler,  Albert  do  .ro>I  ,.D  ; 

Fowler,  Sereno,  Kenosha  pioneer   \^^f^^^..-  .  .4§5 

Fowler,  Maj.,  arrives  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  lQ,^8„L,.4vjy^^i^5-fl^4r^- >^29  , 
Fowler,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  War. ...... 352 

Fox,  Jared,  Kenosha  pioneer  .  i ^.  ...•.*..[/ .  .  474  , 

Fox  or  Outagamie  Indians,  driven  from  Red  Banks    491-494 

131,  132,  153,  170-172,  219,  228,247-251,  253,  255-262,  336-414 

Frank,  Hon.  Michael,  Kenosha  pioneer.. .J  

cited,  and  sketch  of....  1_  .  L  ..^^^'iU^Jr!^!!^'^!:!*-^.^  467,  471 

Fry,  Col.  Jacob,  iti  felack  Hawk  war...  357,  409 

Fur  companies  and  fur  trade.   101,  102,  107-f09i^  I30j  131 


Qagnier,  killed  at  Prairie  du  Chien 


160-^162,  167 
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Gallatin,  Hon.  Albert,  coirmends  Historical  Societies  .  Jlil^j-l^..-  21 

Garland,  Maj.  John,  mentioned   270-278 

Gates,  John  P.,  Prairie  du  Chien  pioneer  J...  l^^.-fl^iji^t  '116,  122,  150 

Gatliff,  Nelson,  Kenosha  county  pioneer  :^^-jL''^l-»LiL''i'i'!i>-LiiiL  i  474 

Qayarre,  Hon.  Charles,  donor  -  J:'lLL=ili>iO''ilLxL'2'i^J'^^^^^ 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  promises  publications.   _  ^-'^^ 

its  condition   -.'..j.   SlO  ■' 

Genealogical  works  in  library  Jl^j  A^Lbiii^jrUiJmo^^  ^ 

Genti-y,  Capt.  James  H.,  1829,  at  Mineral  Point.  .1  ..{/.JeP-u'.  884 

•  ill  Black  Hawk  War   .vlJi'lil  337 

,^0^  ^838,  342,  345-249,  351,  367,  376,  390,  396,  402,  404 

Gilbert,  David,  in  Black  Hawk  War  ...-...^.-.-.  —  -  343',  366 

Gilman,  Dr.  Chandler  R.,  donor. I..  .-Ji.-.i.^wL  — -  29 

Girard,  Basil,  land  grant  in  Iowa  -J^^^'i^Jij'i'X.l.  118 

Goodall,  Hon.  I.  E  ,  donor  .JiL^^i  ALr^^iUtoi^  Jio.*^.  ^a*2^^^  84 

Graham,  Capt  Duncan,  early  trader  a;nd'!Bi*fti^h  oMck.l  ISOj  liSi;  166 

Grahd  Chute,  mentioned   ...^  ,    _ . . .  108 

Gra^d  Sierure,  a  Yankton  Chief  \.  ri  F.  i^lfV. . .     144,  1^0  502 

Gratliot,  Col.  Henry,  Indian  Agent. . « .'J^mFj  I; v.  83^,  338,  '®39,  560 
Gratiot,  Capt.  Beon,  in  Black  Hawk  Warvi'^iii.J*.  ^w^^.'l'^'^'* .  i  i':  338,  339 
Gra)-,  Lieut.  Drtikeford,  in  Sink  Hole  battle..';'l'iVy.UV'i^4^  213-218 

Gria>,  Bti  Joseph,  donor  .'i'M^.^V^yl'vi^. ;  33 

Grcfi^n  Bay,  legtnd  of  the  Red  Banks,  near;  i^J'il'  ^vV.  .  V, 491 
•      1768:  abandoned  by  the  English. .'.  J,        .'K  . .  i  , . . .  177 

1783-1886,  incidents  .  .  i';t^i»tt/'^;'i«;V ^'82-96 

181 6.  garrison  established..,.;.  83;  103 

'■^  early  steamers  '04;  95,  423,  424 

early  printing  424,  461,  482 

Gr^en  Biy  Melligencer,  file  in  libi^ary-. 'i  .  V'.  Vi/'i^^^iL  Win  J'-.K 

Green,  fcnei-son',  killed  in  Black  Hawk  W^i^^^VV^ft  i<P.  PP^VA  A':  S^l' ' 

Griffin,  G.  W.,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union. ^.^l^L'C^i'^'  VP.^iU'?.  h-, .  479 

Griggs,  S.  C,  &  Co.,  donors..  .^l^i^  )^.^.'rIlAH, .  82 

Grignon,  Augustin,  1816,  pilot  for  Col.  Miller.' .........  ^3,  103 

trader  at  Little  Kakalin  ....w,.;   104,  108 

Grignon;  Charles  A,  mill  privilege  to  I' 'jV'.'l'.' i^'i ......  443 

Grizzly  Bear,  Menonibnee  orator. . ;  .V^i*!^  ^'^^t^K  /V  A\  .^'i'i^'A  .^i'i : .  484 
66 
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Gu^d,  R.  A.,  donor   28 

Haight^  John  P.,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union   479 

Hale,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  War   341,  352 

Hale,  Hon.  Samuel,  early  Kenosha  settler   457 

Hall,  Rev.  Dr.  Edwin,  donor   28 

Hall,  Reasin,  in  Black  Hawk  war  ___    341 

Hallsj  Misses,  capture  and  release    338,  339 

Hamilton,  Col.  Wm.  S.,  1827,  in  Winnebago  war    329,  330 

1832,  in  Black  Hawk  war   256 

337,  350,  353,  354,  388,  389,  404, 

1836,  visits  Washington  .   304 

Hamilton,  Lieut.  Col.,  at  Prairie  du  Chien .  _   128 

Hanson's  Lost  Prince  cited     423,  424 

Harney,  Gen.  Wm.  S.,  on  frontiers  in  1813    212 

Harpole,  Robert,  exploit  and  death  of    221 

Harrison,  Prest.  W.  H.,  governor  of  Indiana  Territory.  105,  107 

1 804,  holds  Indian  treaty     91 

commends  Historical  Societies   21 

personal  memorial  of,  promised   14 

Hart,  William,  artist  intimates  presenting  a  painting   14 

Harvard  College,  donor   27,  35 

Hathaway,  Hon.  Joshua,  donor   34 

promises  valuable  newspaper  files   7 

promises  portrait   13 

Hawkins,  E.  G.,  donor  of  photographs   10 

Hawley,  killed  in  the  Black  Hawk  war   341,  352 

Hazard,  Samuel,  donor   30 

Head,  Wm.  J.,  paints  portrait  of  Hon.  I.  P.  Walker   13,  48,  51 

Hendrick,  Solomon  U„  Stpckbridge  chief   416,  426,  433 

Hempstead,  Capt,  on  Taylor's  expedition  in  1814   221 

Hempstead,  Wm  ,  of  Galena,  at  Mineral  Point  in  1829   334 

Hennie,  Bishop  John  H.,  bust  by  Brookes   14 

portrait  promised   13 

Henning,  Dr.  B.  S.,  donation   26 


Henry,  Gen.  James  D,,  in  Black  Hawk  war  354-359,  362,  393-413 
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Henry,  Capt.  William,  early  settler  at  Mineral  Point   488 

Hickman,  Capt.,  commanding  Fort  Crawford,  1818  229 

Hickcox,  Gen.  Geo.  W.,  portrait  promised   13 

Hickcox,  John  H.,  donor   9,  29,  35 

Highton,  in  Black  Hawk  war   343 

Higginbotham,  Alex.,  in  Black  Hawk  war   349 

352,  369,  380,  382,  383,  386,  387 

Hildreth,  Richard,  commends  the  Society   21  -^'^ 

Hildreth,  Dr.  S.  P.,  donor     32 

Hill,  Dr.  Allen,  in  Pekatonica  battle    349,  370,  373 

Hinman,  Hon.  Royal  R.,  donor   29 

Historical  Societies,  condition  of  in  U.  S    18-21 

Historical  works,  number  in  the  library  __    6 

Hoard,  Capt.  Robert  C,  at  Mineral  Point  in  1829   334,  488 

in  Black  Hawk  war   _  337 

341,  343,  365,  366,  378,  380,  381,  390,  391 

in  Bad  Ax  battle   363 

Hole-in-the-Day,  a  Chippewa  chief   156 

Holt,  Dr.  H.  D.,  donor   9,  33 

Holt,  David,  donor     33 

Hood,  John,  early  settler  at  Mineral  Point    488 

in  Black  Hawk  War     347,  349,  370 

mortally  wounded  at  Bad  Ax  battle    413 

Hopkins,  B.  F.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1856    3 

Life  member  of  the  Society     25 

Horner,  Hon.  John  S ,  promises  portrait    13 

1835,  acting  governor  of  Michigan  Territory         302,  306,  307 

1836,  secretary  of  Wisconsin  Territory  ,  304,  308 

Hough,  Dr.  F.  B.,  donor    9,  29,  36 

Howard,  Gov.  Benjamin     _  205 

appointed  general,  visits  forts   208,  209 

18 13-' 14,  expedition  and  death    212,  222 

Ho wison,  Robert  R.,  donor      31 

Hubbard,  early  Racine  settler   456 

Hubbell,  Hon.  Levi,  donor  of  a  curious  idol    11 

Hudson,  Prof.  F.,  donor   . .  -  33 
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Hudson,  St.  Croix  county . . ^ -  -         - -  ^jiii .  .  _   484 

Hull,  Rev.  Mr.,  of  Kenosha    ,  468 

Hunt,  Dr.  John  W.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1865_   22 

Recording  Secretary,  1856  ^  ^  ,  3 

;;,e.  audits  Treasurer's  report  

•  J^:  donor   ^-^[^.,^1- 33,  36 

'  eulogy  on  Hon,  G.  R.  McLane  _   58-63 

Hunt,  Ex  Gov.  Washington,  of  N.  Y.,  donor    2^  7 

Hyer,  Hon.  George,  Territorial  printer^   3Jlj8 

promises  ,  valuable  newspaper  files  ^f;TJjittyi•-^^i-,•^P^^A- - 


Idol  found  ia  Wisconsin,  in  Cabinet.  ..uil-4)i(a4U--jkMk«A/ii-<i!i-^^*,'-»i-oii'iA^ 

Illinois,  Sangamon  county,  early  customs,.  t.. _  327,  3^B  ^ 

Ilsley,  Edward,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  ,185.6,    3 

Indians,,  Hall  &  McKinney's  illustrated  work  on.^.  7 

Indian  Affairs,  annual  reports,  from  Indian  Bureau, 30 

'     mode  of  defence  146  _ 

o€    customs  of  Sioux ._  _   >i^.4i-U  , -l -  1  "^Q-l 9^>.:i 

'".(i    wretchedness  in  consequence  of  war  of  1812. ,.Li^.ii>i> ..^i.^l^^ft.H 

Indians  in  Kenosha  county  in  1835.--    462 -J 

Indian  trade,  traders  and  voyageurs  107,  109-1 1.2,  114, J  2;2,  i^Q,  13^  141 
lo^a^  county.  Wis.,  organized^^i^i^iiLi/r  i>ii^4K4M>^'MiiK..w-'^f4B^^^^^  239 
Iowa,  Girard*s  land  grant  jwii4ki4(=.Q- i.^iJ4jij**xa^a»4t«da5*>ffi-^tf-.A.*iiii^^^ 

Iowa  Indians   .  ^  j-H.+GK:4 -(hU-'k^  ^[-i^ftt-xt*    ki  153 

loWa  Historical  Society  .        ^^^^^^i.  ,^,^,::^„^is,..-^.fii^^^l.^^kl.-  ^{W^B. 

Irving,  Hon.  Washington,  commends  Historical  Societies---------  21 

Irwin,  Judge,  attempt  to  supplant  him  in  1835.  300 

,  oH 

Jackson,  Hon.  M.  M.,  eulogy  on  T.  P.  Burnett  j-Joi-tJiiag-iiiJiiiuii;*-  323 

James,  Dr.  Edwin,  at  Prairie  du  Chien  168,  169 

Janney,  S.  M.,  donor.     —    SI ._ 

Jarvis,  Wm.  B.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  18o6wi  J4biia.,Lai3dJ*H 

Jarvis,  Dr.  Edward,  donor. -.   _   --  9.23,  35 

Jenkins,  Maj.  Thomas,  in  Black  Hawk  War,  345,  349,  367,  368,  370,  372 
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Jennison.  S.  H.,  donor   .   ij^^^JL  fliy^i^ia^'^  «8 

Jerome  Or rin,  Kenosha  piofteer..  457,  459,  474 

Jewett,  John  P.,  donor   9,  21 

Johnson,  Daniel  Noble,  donor  J  i^'i:!    1 1 .    iL  jIi  J.  ,9,  33 

Johnson,  C.  A.,  case  of  daguerreotypes  from.    11 

Johnson,  Gen.  B.  P.,  donor     29 

Johnson,  John  W.,  Prairie  du  Chien  pioneer..  115,  116,  122,  130,  149 
Jones,  Hon.  Geo.  W.,  delegate  to  Congress...  301,  802,  304,  805,  313 

Jones,  Colonel,  in  Black  Hawk  War    858,  409 

Jones,  Captain  do  404 

Jones,  Wm.  A,  donor .  _  J^^l^.   . .  _ .  29 

Juneau,  Hon.  Solomon,  pioneer  settler  at  Milwaukee   104,  456 

cited   -    107 

portrait  in  Picture  Gallery    13,  48 

Kakalin,  Little,  alluded  to     104,  107,  108 

N.  Y.  Indians  settle  there  awhile  430 

Kay-ray-mau^nee,  a  Winnebago  chief   259 

Kellogg,  Austin,  Kenosha  pioneer.    467,  461,  476 

Kellog-g*s  Grove,  affair  at,  in  1832   145 

Kenosha  county,  sketch  by  Rev.  Jason  Lothrop  460-479 

Indians  and  game    462 

burning  of  prairies...  -  .'I'.'.  iL-'/l.   463 

4th  of  July  celebration,  1836...    484 

harbor  and  piers     464 

temperance  .    465 

education  and  religion  '^"L'i .  J.^.  I'l  J     467 

early  settlers     468-472 

Claimants*  Unions  .    472-479 

Kent,  Rev.  A ,  donor  .  'IVj-T.   35 

Kentucky  Historical  Society,  condition  of   20 

Kettle,  a  Fox  chief,  killed  in  1830   170,  171,  228 

Kickapoo  Indians..    131 

Kilbouin,  Hon.  Byron,  1839,  candidate  for  Congress  316 

bust  and  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery   13,  14,  48 
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Kimball,  G.  H.,  Kenosha  pioneer                    457,  469,  460,  468,  469 

Kinzie,  John  H.,  1825,  at  Prairie  du  Chien    168 

afterwards  at  Mackinaw  and  Detroit..  _    169 

Kinzie,  Mrs.  John  H.,  her  *  TTaw-^WTi '  cited..  42,  107,  126,  150,  178 

Kirkpatrick,  Richard  H.,  at  Mineral  Point  in  1829..'_   334 

f     in  Black  Hawk  war      337 

343-346,  349,  353,  368,  370,  374,  375,  381,  S83,  386,  390,  391 

Kittredge,  Dr.  E,  A.,  and  Lake  Side  Water  Cure    483 

Koshkonong  Lake    __.  404,  405 

Knapp,  early  trapper  of  Richland  county   _    489 

Knapp,  Capt.  Gilbert,  Racine  pioneer   _    456 

delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union  1.   479 

Knapp,  J.  C,  Secretary  of  Milwaukee  Union    479 

La  Crosse,  origin  of  name     189 

alluded  to      484 

Ladd,  Hon.  A.  P.,  daguerreotype  of    11 

alluded  to      55 

Lafromboise,  early  trader  at  Milwaukee   104 

Lamson,  Rev.  Dr.  A.,  donor     28 

Langham,  Major,  mentioned    252 

Lanman,  Charles,  donor    .   30 

Lapham,  Increase  A.,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society   3 

portrait  in  Picture  Gallery                                            13,  48 

donor     33,  35 

La  Pointe,  early  settlement  of   93 

Lariviere,  Pierre,  Prairie  du  Chien  pioneer   113 

Larrabee,  Maj.  Charles,  at  Green  Bay  in  1821    94 

Larrabee,  Hon.  Charles  H.,  alluded  to   _  94 

promises  portrait.    13 

L'Ark,  a  Sioux  Chief     262 

Lawe,  Judge  John,  early  Green  Bay  settler                           104,  107 

Lawhead,  Benjamin,  in  Black  Hawk  War  343,  344,  349,  374,  386,  391 

Lawrence,  Hoel  K.,  Life  member  of  the  Society   -  25 

Lawrence,  Hon.  W.  B.,  donor      28 
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Lawrence,  Dr.  Wm.  R.,  donor    _   28 

Lawson,  Gen.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Surgeon  General,  donor    30 

Lay,  Nelson,  early  Kenoslia  settler      468 

Lea,  Isaac,  donor     _   30 

Leach,  Levin,  in  Black  Hawk  War-  _  343,  349,  370,  373,  391 

Lead  Mines,  settlement  of   91,  328,  329,  331,  485,  486 

Lead  Mines  and  lead  trade      224-229 

Leavenworth,  Col.  Henry,  mentioned   115 

Leavenworth,  Hon.  E.  W.,  donor     28 

Lee,  Mr.,  investigates  land  claims  at  Prairie  du  Chien   11$ 

Legend  of  Red  Bank,  Green  Bay       491-494 

La  Grand  Sierure,  a  Yankton  Chief    144,  190,  502 

Lenox,  James,  of  N.  Y.,  donor   .   29 

Libraries,  destruction  of    18 

of  Historical  Societies,  condition  of   18-21 

Lipcap,  killed  at  Prairie  du  Chien    160,  161,  167 

Lippincott,  J.  B.,  &  Co  ,  Philadelphia,  donors    9,  30 

Little  Crow,  a  Sioux  chief   195 

Little  Thunder,  a  Winnebago  ....   261,  407 

Lockwood,  Hon.  J.  H.,  promises  portrait    13 

donor   33 

Early  Times  and  Events  in  Wisconsin   98-196 

birth  and  education       98-100 

1814-'15,  in  the  army   100,  101 

1815,  goes  to  Mackinaw   101,  102 

1816,  arrives  at  Green  Bay     103 

engages  in  Indian  trade   106 

1819,  settles  at  Prairie  du  Chien    112,  116,  119 

declines  a  Judgeship  .     115 

appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace   _  116 

1822-'30,  aided  in  erecting  mills   _   132,  288 

1823,  declines  clerkship  of  Court,  and  studies  law          151,  152 

1824,  appointed  post-master   152 

1826,  erects  first  framed  house  in  Prairie  du  Chien   156 

1 827,  Winnebago  outbreak  _  _._  157-168,  329-331 

1827-'29,  absent  from  Wisconsin  172 
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Lockwood,  Hon.  John  H.,  1830,  appointed  associate  judge  Xl9 

1836,  member  of  first  Territorial  Legislature.,  — 

Loomis,  Capt.  at  Prairie  du  Chien   256,  414 

Loring,  J.  S.,  donor   .  .  28,  36 

Lossing.  Benson  J.,  promises  his  works  --.^...^   14 

Lothrop,  Rev.  Jason,  History  of  Kenosha  county.... .   150-179 

early  Kenosha  settler   _  451,  455,.  457,  468 

executes  early  printings.    __.  461,  462 

delivers  address,  July  4th,  1836   .j.. 464 

temperance  efforts  ._    I          466,  466 

educational  and  religious  services    .  ,46V,  468 

delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union  _  _   474,  470 

Lowery,  mortally  wounded  in  Bad  Ax  battle   413 

Lowry,  Rev.  David,  early  preacher  at  Piairie  du  Chien.-... -.J.-..,.  147 

Loughborough,  Dr.,  at  Mineral  Point  in  1829  _   337 

Loyer,  John  B.,  early  mail  carrier  and  messenger  1^1,  165,  602 

Luce,  William,  early  Racine  settler     456 

delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union   479 

Ludewig,  Herman  E.,  donor    29 

Lumbering,  early,  in  Wisconsin   _-_  118,  132-141,  149,  282 


Mapkinaw,  British  capture  of,  in  1812  .   123,  502 

Macy,  Hon.  John  B,,  donor  .  ..^   9,  33 

McCalL  James,  treats  with  Indians  432 

McClelland,  Hon.  Robert,  donor   ..^   30 

McConnell,  Maj.  Murray,  in  Black  Hawk  War.__    407 

McConnell,  in  Black  Hawk  War.-  ;  391  , 

McDonald,  John  C,  donor   3J 

McDowell,  Colonel,  British  commandant  at  Mackinaw.   194 

McGoon,  Richard  H.,  promises  portrait-  ...    18 

McGraw,'_DominicW in  Black  Hawk  Wa??  343,  349,  370,  391 

McHugh,  Rev.^Mr,,  funeral  discourse  on  T.  P.  Burnett  ^  323 

McHugh,^Hon.  Thomas,  donor   3S 


McIIwaine,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  War   344,  366,  375,  387 

McKay ,*Col.,  British,  takes  Prairie  du  Chien   124,  190,  219,  220 
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McKinney,  Col.  Thomas  L.,  at  treaty  of  Battle  des  Moats   430 

McKinney,  in  Black  Hawk  War    352 

McLane,  Hon.  George  R,,  donor    33 

death  of      17 

eulogy  on,  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Hunt    58-63 

McMutrie,  J.,  artist,  promises  a  painting     13 

McNair,  Capt.  Thomas,  Prairie  du  Chien  pioneer   112 

116,  122,  127,  150,  157,  164,  165 
McNair,  Col.  Alex.,  trader  at  Prairie  du  Chien!--.  117,  122,  127,  229 

McNair,  Col.  John,  of  Mineral  Point,  services   357,  360,  362,  488 

McNair,  Lieut.  John,  defeated  and  killed  in  Illinois   209-211 

Madison,  Wisconsin,  1832,  an  Indian  killed  at..   356,  395,  408 

1836,  Four  Lake  company,  village  laid  out   305,  306 

locality  and  natural  beauty  —    481,  482 

literary  institutions,  and  Water  Cure   483 

buildings,  building  materials,  and  crystal  lakes  483 

Mail  facilities,  early     94,  101,  152,  153 

Maine  Historical  Society,  publications  received   9,  27 

condition  of     19,  20 

Marriage  customs,  early,  in  Wisconsin. .  121,  122,  127,  176,  226,  227 

Marsh,  John,  sub-Indian  Agent   154 

157,  160,  169,  170,  256,  257,  258,  388 
Marshall,  Chief  Justice,  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery  12,  13,  47,  48,  68 

Martin,  Hon.  Morgan  L.,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society   3 

1833,  in  Michigan  Territorial  Legislature   290 

Historical  Discourse,  cited      104,  427 

promises  portrait      13 

Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  tassel  from  her  bed  curtains,  in  Cabinet   11 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  promises  publications   10 

pamphlets  received    -   35 

condition  of     19,  20 

Mason,  John  T.,  treats  with  Indians   _   432,  433 

Mason,  Capt.  R.  B.,  stationed  at  Prairie  du  Chien   263-279 

Mason,  Hon.  J.  M.,  donor   _  31 

Mason,  Hon.  Charles,  donor   _    30 

Mason,  Levi,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union   479 

67 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  publications  received   9,  27 

condition  of    19 

Mastin,  Major,  mentioned      115 

Maury,  Lieut.  M.  F.,  donor   35 

Maxwell,  Col.  James,  donor   25 

promises  portrait   13 

Meeker,  Hon.  Moses,  promises  portrait   13 

Menard,  Mary  Ann,  the  doctress   125,  126,  129,  161 

Mendota,  signification  of   195 

Menomonee  Indians,  mentioned   491-494,131,134-139,  153 

160,  170,  171,  176,  177,  219,  247,  252,  253,  255,  256,  350,  388 

cede  lands  to  K  Y.  Indians   424-448 

Merriman,  Dr.,  Adjutant  in  Black  Hawk  war   355,  359,  407 

Messersmith,  John^  portrait  promised   13 

Messersmith,  John  Jr.,  in  Black  Hawk  war   345 

347,  349,  367,  368,  370 

Methode  and  family,  killed,  March,  1827   155,  156 

Metoxen,  John,  a  Stockbridge  chief   417,  418 

Meyer,  Herman  J.,  donor   29 

Michigan  organized  into  a  State.   299-301 

boundary  dispute   301 

Miller,  Rev.  M.  /).,  donor  ,   34 

Miller,  Mark,  donor   33 

Miller,  Col.  John,  at  Green  Bay  in  1816   83,  103 

Miller,  John  S.,  escape  from  Indians   224 

Miller,  Henry,  Kenosha  pioneer   474 

Million,  Bennett,  in  Black  Hawk  war   345 

366,  375,  380,  383,  384,  387 

Mills,  early,  in  Wisconsin   118,  132-141,  229,  230,  288 

Mills,  Clark,  donor  of  statuette  of  Jackson   11 

Mills,  Hon.  Simeon,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1855-^56  3,  22 

portrait  in  Picture  Gallery   13,  48 

Milwaukee  Union,  for  protection  of  settlers    461,  475 

pioneer  Indian  traders  located  there  --   104 

Advertiser,  pioneer  newspaper    --  462 

visited  in  1835     456 
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Milwaukee,  past  and  present   _   481 

Mineral  Point,  early  settlers,. _  _  ___  334-336,  487,  488 

council  held,  in  1832     336 

early  discovery  of  mineral      485,  486 

its  sobriquet     _   486 

early  customs      487 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  publications  received   9,  35 

condition  of    19,  20 

Annals,  cited   ___  125,  173 

Miscellaneous  works,  number  in  library    6 

Missouri  Historical  Society,  condition  of    20 

Mitchel,  Martin,  donor     35 

Mitchell,  S.  Augustus,  donor  of  maps     35 

promises  large  map     15 

Moore,  J.  W.,  of  Philadelphia,  donor  ~   30 

Moore,  Hardin,' Richland  county  pioneer   489 

Moore,  Capt.  John,  pioneer  of  lead  region   337 

Moorman,  Hon.  T.  J.,  daguerreotype  of   11 

Morgan,  Col.  Willoughby,  1810,  commanding  at  Rock  Island  22T 

do  Prairie  du  Chien   122 

1831-'32     246-249,  251,  263-275 

Morris,  killed  in  Pekatonca  battle    349,  351,  370  372 

Morrison,  Col.  James,  donor    3S 

promises  portrait       13 

mentioned  in  Black  Hawk  War   339,  340 

Morse,  Rev.  Dr.  Jedediah,  visits  Green  Bay  417,  42® 

Muhlenberg,  Major,  commands  Fort  Crawford    115 

Muir,  Dr.  noticed   212,  224 

Munsees  in  Wisconsin      416-44S 

Munsell,  Joel,  donor  ___  _  9,  .29,  35 

Murphy,  James,  commissioner  to  locate  Richland  county  seat  489 

Muscoda — English  Prairie,  Grant  Co,  .._   219 

1846,  Indian  alarm  ,   318-320 

Musick,  Capt.  David,  in  war  1812-'15    206,  209,  214-218 
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Na-she-a-kusk,  Black  Hawk's  son,  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery   12 

13,  41,  47,  67 

Neagle,  John,  artist,  promises  a  painting    14 

Ne-a-pope,  in  battle  of  Wisconsin  Heights   _   357 

New  England  Historic -Genealogical  Society,  publications  received  9,  27 

condition  of       20 

Newhall,  Dr.  H.,  donor       35 

New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  publications  received  . :  9,  29 

condition  of     20 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  publications  received  9,  29 

Newpaper  files,  bound,  in  library,  number  and  value  7,  8 

Newspapers,  regularly  received  by  the  Society   8,  35-38 

New  York  Historical  Society,  promises  publications   10 

condition  of   18,  19 

report  of,  cited   21 

New  York,  State  Department,  books  from   28 

Regents  of  do    _  28 

New  York  Indians  in  Wisconsin .__  _   415-448 

Nichols,  Col.  Abner,  pioneer  and  commissioner   _  488,  489 

Nichols,  Rev.  Mr.  early  preacher  at  Kenosha    468 

Noonan,  J.  A.,  early  newspaper  publisher  __    7 

Northern  Antiquaries,  Royal  Society  of,  publications  in  part  rec'd  10 

32,  35 

North  Carolina  Historical  Society  at  Chapel  Hill   20 

Northway,  A.  G.,  Kenosha  pioneer       _  464 

North-West,  early  French  voyageurs  and  explorers   75-78 

1783,  forts  not  surrendered  .   78,  82 

1795,  Jay's  Treaty,  effect   82 

1812-'15,  war    82,  83,122-124,219-22 

Coutume  de  Paris,  code  of  laws  in  vogue   105 

Objects  of  collection  desired  by  the  Society     4 

Ohio  Historical  Society,  publications  received,   9,31 

condition  of   _   20 


Olcott,  Charles,  donor   _      22 

Onderdonk,  H.  Jr.,  donor     _   29 

Oneida  Indians  in  Wisconsin   _   416-448 

O'Neil,  Oapt  John  F.,  Mineral  Point  pioneer   488 

in  Black  Hawk  war   340 

Oshkosh,  Menomonee  chief,  noticed    420 

Otis,  R.  G.,  Kenosha  pioneer    465 

Ottawa  Indians  _   .   _  82,  8S,  491-494 

Owens,  Wilfred,  Prairie  du  Chien  pioneer  116,  111,  127,  149 

Outagamies — see  Fox  Indians, 

Paine,  Dr.  Martyn,  donor   __  9,29 

Pamphlets  in  the  library    8 

Paris,  Kenosha  county,  early  settlers     469 

Park,  President  Roswell,  donor    34 

Parkison,  Col.  Daniel  M.,  donor    34 

promises  portrait  .__  _   13 

narrative  of  Pioneer  Life  in  Wisconsin     326-364 

1790-1819,  birth  and  early  life     326 

1819,  removes  to  Illinois — early  customs     327,  328 

1822-^27,  Lead  Region  excites  attention   328,  329 

1827,  visits  Galena— Indian  outbreak   329-331 

moves  to  the  Lead  Region   331,  332 

1828-  32,  settlement,  customs,  hardships   332-336 

1833,  Indian  war — goes  express  to  Rock  River  336,  343 

Spafford's— Pekatonica   _    347-351 

365-376,  378,380-383,  386,  390,  391 

chosen  captain — repairs  to  Blue  Mounds   351 

expedition — battle  of  Wisconsin  Heights  1365-362 

393,  404,  412 

not  at  Bad  Ax    363 

public  services  ^   363,  364 

Parkison,  Maj.  Peter,  Jr.,  in  Black  Hawk  War.'T:'"?.'..-.  340,  343,  349 

Pekatonica  controversy      365-392 

Strictures  in  Ford's  History  _  393-401 
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Parkman,  Francis  donor       28 

commends  the  Society   21 

History  of  Pontiac,  cited     i^^ 

Parsons,  Dr.  Usher,  donor     28 

Patrick,  Samuel,  in  Black  Hawk  war    349,  351,  370 

Payne,  wounded  at  Bad  Ax   __  _  _  413 

Pectus  Hist,  of  Presbyterian  and  Congregational  churches,  cited.  468 

Pekatonica  ba  tie  347-351,  265-392,  397 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  publications  received   10,  30,  35 

condition  of     19,  20 

Pennsylvania,  State  Department,  donor    __   30 

Percival,  Dr.  James  G.,  donor     34 

Perkins,  Lieut.,  commanding  at  Prairie  du  Chien   122,  219,  220 

Perkins,  Hardin,  early  mill  builder   __.  132,  133,  143 

Perry,  Com.,  bronze  copy  of  medal  to,  promised    15 

Pheasant  Branch,  meiitioned    338,  356 

Phelps,  Hon.  N".  A.,  donor     28 

Philleo,  Dr,  Addison,  in  Black  Hawk  war   399,  400,  408 

early  mail  carrier  ,  153 

Picture  Gallery,  condition  of     12-14,39-52,  67  68 

Pleasant  Prairie,  Kenosha  Co.,  early  settlers     468 

Plocker,  Capt  William  donor     25 

Pocahontas,  portrait  and  its  history   _  12,  13,  42-47,  68 

Pontiac's  war     _   177 

Poquette,  Pierre,  noticed    355,  359,  393,  405, 406, 407,  410 

Portage  City,  Benjamin  Roy  early  settler   109,  170 

Porter,  Lieut.,  in  Black  Hawk  war   349,  367,  370,  390 

Porter,  Gov.  Geo.  B.,  treats  with  Indians   441-443 

Posey,  Gen, in  Black  Hawk  war   352-354,403,404,410 

Post,  G.  P.,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union   479 

Pottawatamie  Indians      82,  83,  131,  219,  491-494 

Powell,  Dr.  Wm  Byrd,  portrait  of  12,  47,  50 

Powers,  Hon.  David  J.,  member  of  Executive  Com.,  1855-'56  3,  22 

audit's  Treasurer's  report     26 

Life  member  of  the  Society,  and  donor   25,  34 

Prairie,  autumnal  burning      463 
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Prairie  da  Chien,  origin  of  name,  early  settlement   114,  119 

1805,  Capt  Pike's  visit   226 

1809-'10,  Campbell  andBrisbois   120,  121,  126 

1812-»15,  war      122-124,  220 

1815,  visited  by  Col.  Shaw,  noticed   226 

1816,  first  visted  by  Judge  Lockwood   112,  119 

Col.  Smytlie  erects  Fort  Crawford   127,  227 

1816- 17,  Col.  Chamber's  arrives.-    128,  229,230 

arbitrary  rule    128, 129,  150 

1818,  Col.  Shaw  erects  a  mill   227,  229 

1819,  Crawford  County  organized   115,  116,  239 

1820-'21,  land  titles  investigated   116,  117,  238 

1823,  Judge  Doty  holds  court   151 

1823-'4,  Doty  and  Lockwood,  first  post  masters  151-153 

1824,  first  Steamers  arrive        152 

1825,  Indian  treaty,. _      153 

a  Sunday  School  established   168,  169 

1826,  first  framed  house  built   156,  157 

1826-'27,  Fort  Crawford,  its  evacuation  ordered  154,  &c 

1827,  Winnebago  outbreak    154-168,  229-331,  502 

1830-'31,  .Indian  troubles     170-172 

1832,  Indian  war,  see  Black  Hawh,  cfe  T.  P.  Burnett, 

Lead  mines  and  lead  trade    224-229 

early  prices  of  produce  and  merchandize   113 

early  traders   122,226 

early  justices  and  Indian  agents      126 

primitive  marriage  customs   121,  122,  127,  176,  226,  227 

mode  of  early  building    119 

farms — customs  of  the  people    120,  238 

swine  and  sheep  introduced    174 

early  jail   _  _  116 

Mrs.  Menard,  the  herb  doctress   125,  126 

Father  Priere,  the  first  Catholic  priest    127 

early  protestant  clergymen..   146-148 

Ezekiel  Tainter,  early  settler  and  merchant   147-149 

attempts  to  establish  distilleries  _  174,  175 
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Prairie  du  Cliien,  past  and  present     483 

Prescott,  William  H.,  the  historian,  donor    9,  27 

commends  the  Society   _   21 

Prescott,  Pierce  county,  mentioned  _   484 

Price,  Thomas  H.,  in  Black  Hawk  War   343,  349,  3V0,  386,  391  * 

Price,  Capt.,  in  Black  Hawk  War   _  414 

Priere,  Father,  early  Catholic  Priest  at  Prairie  du  Chien   127 

Printing,  early,  in  Wisconsin     424,  461,  462 

Prophet,  the  portrait  and  character  of...  12,  13,  41,  42,  47,  67 

Prophet^s  village  on  Kock  River    _262,  336 

Proudfit,  Andrew,  member  of  Executive  Committee    3 

Puckawa,  Lake, mentioned  _._   109 

Quincy,  Hon.  Josiah,  donor   ^^li. :t^>i. __.    28 

Quiner,  E.  B.,  promises  newspaper  files     8 

Quinney,  John  W.,  Stockbridge  Chief.  _._  433 

Ramsey,  Dr.  J.  G.  M.,  the  historian,  donor  _  31 

Randall,  Hon.  Henry  S.,  donor     29 

Rankin,  in  Black  Hawk  War   .__   349,  370 

Ray,  John,  in  Black  Hawk  War__-   341 

commissioner  to  locate  Rochland  Co.  seat   489 

Read,  William  T.i  donor  of  autographs     10 

Reaume,  Judge  Charles,  old  court  dress  in  Cabinet  11,  87 

sketch  of  by  Hon.  H.  S.  Baird.    87-89 

Hon.  J.  H.  Lockwood    105-107,  126 

«         L.  C.  Draper   107 

Red  Bird,  Winnebago  Chief    156,  161,  167,  168,  329 

Red  Jacket,  anecdote  of,     85 

Resigne,  S.,  early  Kenosha  settler   _   464,  468 

Reynolds,  Hon.  John,  promises  portrait   13 

donor   -  ---    32 

in  Black  Hawk  War   337 

commissioner  at  Rock  Island  treaty    1^6 

works  cited  ---  162,  163,  393,  407,  502 
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Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  publications  received  9,  28,  36 

condition  of      20 

Richland  County,  early  settlement  and  pioneers   489,  490 

Riggs,  G.  W.,  Jr.,  promises  works    15 

Riley,  Lieut.  Bennet,  on  frontiers  in  1813.  __  212 

Ritner,  Lieut.,  in  Black  Hawk  War  _   414 

Roberts,  Sidney,  Kenosha  pioneer  __     451,  466 

Robinson,  Hon.  Charles  D.,  mentioned    65 

Legend  of  the  Red  Banks  _  491 

Robinson,  Rex,  early  Mackinaw  lawyer    152 

Rogan,  Hon.  Patrick,  pioneer,  promises  portrait.   13 

Rolette,  Joseph,  early  Prairie  du  Chien  trader  _122,  125,  127,  226 

marriage        226 

banished  to  an  island      129 

early  mill  building     132,  133 

political  leader,  influence   _  142,  144 

opposed  Sunday  schools      168 

Chief  Justice    172 

anecdotes  of       150 

death   _   150 

character     _    173'1'75 

Root,  General  Erastus,  treats  with  Indians    432 

Rothermel,  P.  F.,  the  artist,  intimates  ^a  painting   14 

Rountree,  Hon.  John  H.,  promises  portrait  _   13 

in  Black  Hawk  War  337,  338 

Rouse,  Hon.  Lewis,  noticed  ,  -  ,  100 

Rowan,  Wallis,  trading  establishment.  338 

Roy,  Benjamin,  early  settler  at  Wisconsin  Portage   109,  170 

Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries,  donor  --.  10,  32,  35 

Rublee,  Horace,  member  of  Executive  Committee. ...  ,   3 

donor   35 

Russell,  Hon.  Levi,  donor.   11,  33,  35 

Ryan,  Col.  Samuel,  pioneer,  promises  portrait,. . . .  ^>    13 

Safford,  W.  H.,  donor    32 

68 
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Salem,  Kenosha  County,  pioneers   469 

Salisbury,  Hon.  Stephen,  donor    ...  28 

generous  contributor  to  Am.  Anti(|uarian  Society   18 

Sampson,  George  tl.  donor    9,  27 

St.  Regis'  Indians    416-448 

St.  Vrain,  Indian  agent,  killed    341,  362,  397 

Saucy  Jack,  noble  conduct   _.  163,  502 

Sauk  Indians    131,  132,  153,  170,  213,  215,  218,  219,  228 

246-248,  250,  253,  255-257,  259-2G2 

war  of  1832      336-414 

driven  from  Red  Banks,  legend   491-494 

Sawyer,  John  York,  escape  from  Indians   223,  224 

Scott,  Gen.  Winfield,  1832,  goes  to  Chicago   96 

treaty  at  Rock  Island     146,  284 

Scott,  Major  Martin,  stationed  at  Prairie  du  Chien   118,  119 

Scott,  John  C,  at  Mineral  Point,  1829     334 

Searls,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  war     344,  383 

Sergeant,  John  Jr.,  mentioned     427 

Seymour,  William  N.,  donor      .  33 

Shaw,  Col.  John,  donor   _     33 

Personal  Narrative      197-232 

birth  and  early  life     197,  198 

1808,  goes  west,       198,  199 

1 809,  visits  Rocky  Mountain  region .  _    1 99-202 

1811-  '12,  earthquakes...    ,..  202-204 

18 12-  ' 15,  war,  services     204-222 

1815,  elected  Colonel,  and  makes  an  expedition   222,  223 

losses  by  the  war   222,  223 

1815-' 18  trading  adventures   '   224,  229 

1818-*19,  builds  mills  in  Wisconsin   229,  230 

1821,  settles  in  Illinois— in  public  life   230,  231 

1845-'46,  visits  and  removes  to  Wisconsin    231 

Shea,  John  Gilmary,  donor         29 

Sheldon,  Major  John  P.,  promises  portrait   —  13 

Sheep  and  swine  introduced  into  Western  Wisconsin   174 

Sherman,  Capt.  John   _    338 
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Sherwood,  J.  M.,  Kenosha  pioneer   475 

Shields,  Gen.  James,  donor   _   32,  35 

Shipman,  Dr.  E.  C. ,  donor   32 

Sholes,  Hon.  Chas.  C,  promises  portrait   _  13 

sketch  of        471 

Sholes,  Hon.  C.  Latham,  sketch  of    47l,  472 

Short,  killed  in  battle  of  Wisconsin  Heights   360 

Shull,  Jesse  W.,  1827,  conducts  Winneshick^to  Galena  331 

Sierure,  Le  Grand,  a  Yankton  Chief   144,  190,  602 

Silliman,  Prof.  B.  Sr..  donor  „    28 

Silliman,  Prof.  B.  Jr.,  donor     28 

Simms,  Jeptha  R..  historian,  donor.   29 

Sioux  Indians,   131,  132,  137,  144,  145 

149,  153,  156,  159,  169,  170,  171,  219 

births  _   180 

marriages   179,  188 

deaths  and  burials  ;   180 

religious  stuperstitions    181 

jugglers  or  medicine  men   184 

feasts...   184-187 

secret  societies — amusements   189 

old  age   188 

politeness   _    190 

drying  Buffalo  meat   187 

war  parties — chiefs  _    192,  193 

soldier's  lodge — hospitality     191 

endurance,     _  191,  192 

different  bands  _ .  _    1 93-195 

1830-'31-'32  ____  .._  241,  246-257,  262,  349,  388,  414 

Skilton,  Dr.  A.  T.,  donor  ,    29 

Skinner,  wounded  at  Bad  Ax   413 

Skinner,  Rev.  Dr.  T.  H.,  donor  -   -   29 

Smead,  Horace,  a  pioneer,  cited     224,  331 

^mith,  Gen.  Wm.  R.,  President  of  the  Society   3  22 

donor    11,  34 

daguerreotype  and  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery.   11,  13,  48 
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Smith,  Gen.  Wm.  K,  Hist,  of  Wis.  alluded  to   74 

220,  221,  338,  343,  349,  368 

Smith,  Hon.  A.  D.,  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery    13,  41 

Smith,  Hon.  John  Y.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1855    22 

Smith,  James  T.,  donor  _    34 

Smith,  Col.  J.,  commanding  at  Green  Bay,  1820   417 

Smith,  mortally  wounded  at  Bad  Ax  battle   _  413 

Smithsonian  Institution,  publications  received  9,  30,  35 

Smyth,  Gen.,  at  Prairie  du  Chien  in  1816   127,  138 

Smyth,  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas,  donor     31 

Snelling,  Col.,  commanding  at  Fort  Snelling,    132, 

133,  154,  156,  166,  166,  330 

Snelling,  Joseph,  at  Prairie  du  Chien  in  1827   165 

Snow  storm,  near  Red  River  of  the  North   __  191,  192 

Snyder,  Dr.,  orator  on  4th  July,  1829,  at  Mineral  Point   334 

Snyder,  Capt.  Adam  W.,  in  Black  Hawk  war    352 

Somers,  Kenosha  County,  early  settlers   469 

South  Carolina  Historical  Society     20 

Spafford,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  war      343, 

350,  366,  367,  374,  375,  381-383,  386,  387,  391 

Sparks,  Hon,  Jared,  commends  the  Society   21 

Spencer,  in  Black  Hawk  war    344, 

345,  350,  351,  366,  367,  375,  383,  384 

Sprague,  Rev.  Dr.  W.  B.,  donor  of  autographs    10 

Stambaugh,  Col,  Samuel  C,  Indian  agent   432-440 

Stamp,  an  original,  of  the  Stamp  Act,  in  Cabinet   „  11 

Starkweather,  Charles  R.,  donor    32 

State  Historical  Society,  officers  for  1856   3 

Second  Annual  Report   —  5 

pecuniary  condition     5 

success        6,  96 

increase  of  library     6,  7 

works  on  genealogy    7 

newspaper  files   _      7,8 

pamphlets     8 

donors      9-15,  27-38 
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State  Hist,  Society — Historical  and  Antiquarian  Society  publications  9,  10 

maps  and  engravings   _  _   10 

autograph  collections  ___   10 

statuettes  and  daguerreotypes   11 

additions  to  the  Cabinet   11,  12 

Picture  Gallery — pictures  and  donors   12,  13,  39-52,  64-71 

portraits  promised    13,  14,  40 

busts  and  personal  memorials  14 

works  promised   14,  16 

improved  style  of  Annual  Report  needed. . .   15,  16 

MSS.  collections  of  the  past  year   16 

Vattemare's  International  exchanges  _   17 

meetings — new  members — usefulness. . . . ,   17 

death  of  Wright,  McLane  and  Sully.   17,  53-71 

endowments  needed   18 

fire  proof  building  needed   18,  19 

growth  and  condition  of  other  Historical  Societies   19-21 

its  rank  compared  with  other  Societies   21 

value  of  such  collections    21 

high  encouragements   21,  22 

its  early  apathy  and  present  success   73 

State  Department,  Washington,  donor   9,  10,  30 

State  Department,  Albany,  donor   28 

State  Laws  and  State  legislation,  works  in  library  on..   6 

Steamboats,  first  arrive  at  Prairie  du  Chien   152 

early,  on  Lake  Michigan    94,  95,  423,  424,  464 

Stephenson,  Maj.  J.  W.,  in  Black  HaVk  War  352,'  353,  356,  397 

404,  406,  412 

Sterling,  Hon.  Levi,  early  Mineral  Point  settler ,     588 

Stevens,  Orrin,  Kenosha  pioneer    469,  474 

Stevens,  Hon.  Chase  A.,  donor    34 

Stillman's  defeat     337 

347,  360,  397 

Stockbridge  Indians,  in  Wisconsin     416-448 

Stone,  Eev.  Edwin  M.  donor     _.  9,  28,  35 

Street,  Alfred  B.,  promises  his  works   14 
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Street,  Gen.  Joseph  M.,  Indian  Agent          146,  171,  ll3,  235,  237,  241 

246,  247,  249,  253,  255,  256,  259-261,  264,  265,  267,290,  291,  414 


removed  to  Rock  Island   292,  ^94 

sketch  of   l73 

Street,  Maj.,  paymaster   315,  316 

Stuart's  Washington,  Sully's  copy  in  Picture  Gallery   12,  47 

Sully,  Thomas,  the  artist,  copy  of  Stuart's  "Washington   12,  47 

sketch  of  ,  ,   49,  50 

Sully,  Robert  M.,  portraits  in  Picture  Gallery   12,  40,  47 

death  of    17,  51 

Draper's  eulogy   63-71 

Sumner,  Gen.  W.  H.,  donor   28 

Sunday  Schools,  first  established  at  Prairie  du  Chien   168,  169 

Sundown,  John,  alias  John  Denny,  an  Oneida   447 

Sutherland,  Hon.  James,  donor       34 

Suydam,  Hon.  John  V.,  pioneer  publisher  and  editor   424 

Swain,  Hon.  David  L.,  donor       31 

Sweet,  Hon.  Alanson,  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery   18,  48 

delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union    479 

Sweet,  in  Black  Hawk  war     399 

Sweet,  Col.  Samuel,  donor     28 

Swine  and  sheep  brought  to  Western  Wisconsin  174 

Tainter,  Ezekiel,  Prairie  du  Chien  pioneer     147 

Taliaferro,  Major,  agent  of  the  Sioux   132 

Tallmadge,  Ex-Gov.       P.,  valuable  donation   9,33 

promises  his  portrait   13,  40 

favored  T.  P.  Burnett   304 

Taylor,  Stephen,  promises  his  portrait   13 

donor  .     30 

cited   219 

Wisconsin — its  rise  and  progress    480-490 

1835,  travels  in  Wisconsin    480 

1836,  camps  at  head  of  Fourth  Lake    482 

early  settler  in  Richland  county    489 

gave  name  to  Richland      490 
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Taylor,  Col.  Zacbary,  1814,  expedition  up  the  Mississippi,   220-222 

stationed  at  Prairie  du  Chien   157 

1832,  in  Black  Hawk  war     412,  414 

Temperance  cause  in  Kenosha  county    465,  466 

Thomas,  Lieut.  Martin,  mentioned  _  _   166 

Tibbits,  F.  G.,  member  of  Executive  Committee    3 

Tiffany,  Geo.  0 .,  donor     34 

Toland,  Patrick,  donor   34 

Tomah,  the  great  Menomonee  chief,  mentioned    82-  176,  177 

Towne,  Hon.  Wm.  B.  donor   _    9,  27,  35 

Townsend,  in  Black  Hawk  war   _    349,  373 

Townsend,  Hon.  Absolom  A.,  promises  portrait     13 

Towsley,  Waters    Kenosha  pioneer   451,  456,  468,  474,  475,  479 

Traders  and  Voyageurs___  —  _  107,  109,  112,  114 

Treaty,  1804  at  St.  Louis.  _  _    91,  92 

1815  at  Portage  des  Sioux   _    222,  223 

1816,  with  the  Sauks  at  St.  Louis   __.  91,  92 

1825,  at  Prairie  du  Chien     153 

1827,  at  Butte  des  Morts    166,  430 

1832,  at  Rock  Island      146  284 

Trowbridge,  Charles  C,  attends  treaty     423,426 

Trubner,  JST.,  London,  donor       9,  10,  32 

Trumbull,  J.  H,,  donor     28 

Turner,  Charles  W.,  Kenosha  pioneer   _  451,  456-459 

Twiggs,  Maj.,  at  Fort  Winnebago  in  1831     253 

Valentine,  David  T.,  donor       29 

Van  Waggoner,  in  Black  Hawk  war  ,.343,  349,  370,  374,  391 

Vattemare's  international  exchanges     47 

Veaux,  Jacques,  early  trader  at  Milwaukee  ^.   104 

Vermont  Historical  Society  ,.    _   29 

View  on  the  Hudson,  by  Cropsey      49 

Vilas,  Hon.  Levi  B.,  Life  member  of  the  Society   25 

Virginia  Historical  Society,  condition     20 

Vivian ,  Francis,  Mineral  Point  pioneer   _   488 

Voyageurs — See  Indian  trade  and  traders. 
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Wa-ba-shaw,  Sioux  chief    131,  132,  194,  246,  252*  4 

Wa  ba-shaw's  Prairie  and  Village   11 

Wah-nah-peck-ah,  a  Winnebago   155,  158,  159,  160,  16 

Walker,  Hon.  Geo.  H.,  Milwaukee  pioneer   456 

Walker  Hon.  Isaac  P.,  donor  _    9,  33 

portrait  in  Picture  Gallery,    13,  48 

Walk-in-the-water,  early  Lake  Michigan  steamer    423,424 

Wanzer,  McKim  &>  Co.,  donors  _  _     29 

Wa-pe-she-ka,  or  the  Prophet    12,  13,  41,  42,  47,  61 

Ward,  A.  H.,  donor     28 

War  in  Missouri,  1812— '15  : 

1811-'12,  several  killed   204 

1812,  Gilbert's  Settlement  destroyed   204 

forts  erected    204,  205,  209 

O'Neil's  family  killed...  ^  205 

rangers  employed   1-  206 

Russell's  and  Edward's  expedition   206 

1813,  Indian  ambuscades   207,  208 

Forts  Madison  and  Mason  attacked  ,  208 

Gov.  Howard  appointed  Brig.  Gen   208 

Capt.  David  Musick...  206,  209,  214-218 

Lieut.  McNair's  defeat   209-211 

Capt.  N.  Boone  attacked   211 

Gen.  Howard's  expedition — Maj.  N.  Boone   212 

Fort  Madison  evacuated,  and  Fort  Johnson  built  21  is; 

1814,  Forts  Johnson  and  Mason  evacuated  232 

Indians  commit  mischief  ,.  213 

Sink  Hole  battle  jl,  213-218 

Capt.  Peter  Crrig  killed  at  Sink  Hole  i...  213,  214 

Lieut.  Edward  Spears,        do   213,  216 

Lieut.  Drakeford  Gray,  at  Sink  Hole   213-218 

Moore  and  Regan  killed  in  Illinois  218 

Capt.  Whiteside  pursues   218,  219 

Gov.  Clark  goes  to  Prairie  du  Chien   219 


British  Col.  McKay  captures  Prairie  du  Chien,.  122-124 

219,  226 
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i^-  Wftr  in  Missouri : 

2         1814,  Lieut.  Campbell's  expedition  

t  "  Maj.  Z.  Taylor's  expedition.    220-222i^ 

1816,  Col,  Shaw's  expedition    222, 

Washington,  Stuart's  portrait,  Sully's  copy  in  Gallery  ..12, 

Washington  Harbor  and  Island,  origin  of  name   204 

Watson,  W.  H.,  donor      33. 

Watson,  John  F,,  donor  ^.  ^  __  sii^ 

Wau^mar-nar-see,  a  Winnebago  Chief. . _ _ . L"'-Yt _ -  .  .....  261 

Webster,  Daniel,  personal  memorial  of  promisedi^il'JVl^i  -   14 

commends  Historical  Societies. __    21 

Webster,  Prof,  Horace,  donor ^   _ . .  .  .  -_ .  29 

Weed  and  Eberhard,  donors .  iTiit'lS-'U.  J?-Ul^ I'iMCiSilirl  ^iA!:i ^ ~ .  35 

Weed,  Dea.  Cephas,  Kenosha  pioneer  .460,  474 

Wells,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  War  349,  351,  370,  372,  373,  a77,  382 

W^Ils,  Hon.  Daniel,  Jr.,  donor.    9,  33 

t    promises  his  portrait  ^-  .   13 

West,  Henry  C,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union  „   479 

Wheatland,  Kenosha  County,  early  settlers   369 

White,  Wm.  A.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1855-'56._..  3,  22 

White,  Robert,  donor  of  curiosities   11,  12 

White  Crow,  a  Winnebago  Chief  339,  340,  353,  354,  404,  416 

White  Pawnee,  a  Winnebago.  .  ........  410 

Whiteside,  Capt.  Samuel,  1814,  services  J  ^>ijuj-'»</.  *    218,  221 

General  in  1832  352 

Whiting,  Hon.  Wm.,  donor  _.    28 

Whitiily,  Daniel,  erects  a  mill  on  the  upper  Wisconsin   141 

Whiton,  Edward  Y.,  Chief  Justice,  promises  portrait    13 

Whittlesey,  Hon.  Elisha,  donor.    32 

Willard,  Mrs.  Emma,  donor    9,  29,  35 

_  commends  the  Society   ^iiia^^^.-^—  21,  22 

Willard,  Hon.  Joseph,  donor  _  J£  . .   28 

Willard,  George,  Sergeant,  wounded  at  Bad  Ax.  .   413 

Williams,  Rev.  Eleazer,  visits  Green  Bay  in  1821   94 

efiforts  to  colonize  N.  Y.  Indians    418-441 

Williams,  Col.  John  S.,  donor  '29 

69 
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Williams,  Dr.  Stephen  W.,  works  from  his  library  promised   14 

Williams,  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  R.,  donor.   i^..  29 

Wilson,  J.  G.,  Kenosha  pioneer   _    458,  469 

Winnebago  Fort,  1831,  Maj.  Twiggs  there. .  _  _   253 

Winnebago  Indians  146,  153,  154-168,  177,  178,  219,  252,  253,  256 

257,  259-262,  329-331,  336,  349,  355-357,  394,  410,  424-448 

Winneshiek,  Winnebago  Chief   _  _.260,  261,  331 

Wisconsin,  early  French  explorers  and  settlers  _  75-78,  104,  106 

1763,  Green  Bay  evacuated _    177 

1783,  not  surrendared,  78,82 

1795,  Jay's  treaty,  and  surrender  in  1796,   82,  238 

1805,  Capt.  Pike's  visit   226 

1809-'10,  Campbell's  rule  at  Prairie  du  Clien  120,  121,  126 

1812,  British  force  collects  at  Green  Bay   82 

1812-'15,  war  events  in     82,  83,  122-124 

American  settlers  at  mercy  of  the  British    83 

1814,  Prairie  du  Chien  affairs  219,  220 

Lieut.  Campbell's  relief  expedition   _  220 

Col.  Taylor's  expedition  up  Mississippi   220-222 

1816,  garrison  at  Prairie  du  Chien  _   127,  128,  227 

garrison  at  Green  Bay    83,  84,  103 

1816-'24,  miUtary  sway   84-87,  128,  129,  229,  230,  256 

1822;  white  men  stabbed  at  Green  Bay    89 

1823,  civil  code  established    90,  91,  161,  162 

1825,  first  steamers  arrive  at  Prairie  du  Chien   152 

Indian  murders  at  Lake  Pepin    -  241 

Indian  treaty  at  Prairie  du  Chien  «jPL53 

Sunday  school  established  at  Prairie  du  Chien..  168,  169 

1827,  Winnebago  out-break   154-168,  329-331,  602 

lead  mines  commence  settling.   91,  328,  329,  331,  486 

1827-  32,  settlers,  miners,  customs     332-336 

1829,  Maj.  John  Biddle  delegate  133 

1830,  Indian  disturbances      170,  172 

1830-  '31,  Sioux  and  Chippewas  at  war   241 

1831-  '32,  Indian  movements...  _.246,  252,  253,  255 

1832,  Indian  war — See  Black  Hawk — Gen.  Dodge. 
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Wisconsin,  1833,  need  of  a  loeal  government    289,  290 

1886,  movements  for  a  territorial  government..   299-301 
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REPORT  OE  INVESTIGATING  COMMITTEE. 


The  joint  committee  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  appointed  "  to 
examine  the  books  in  the  offices  of  the  state  treasurer,  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  and  school  and  university  land  commissioners,  and 
to  carry  such  examination  back  to  the  commencement  of  our 
state  government,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  made  a  full, 
thorough  and  careful  examination  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
several  offices  above  mentioned,  relating  to  all  transactions  prior 
to  January  Ist,  1856,  and  have  taken  such  testimony  as  they  could 
obtain,  relevant  to  the  subject  matter  of  investigation. 

From  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  the  committee  in  February, 
to  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  legislature,  the  last  of  March,  but 
little  progress  was  made  in  the  investigation,  on  account  of  the  in- 
convenience arising  from  the  fact,  that  the  books  of  the  school  land 
office  were  required  to  be  kept  most  of  the  time  in  the  office  during 
the  hurry  of  business,  and  also,  from  the  fact  that  no  convenient 
room  could  be  obtained  for  the  accommodation  of  the  committee, 
until  after  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature. 

As  soon,  however,  as  the  session  closed,  the  committee  employ- 
ed as  many  clerks  as  could  be  employed  to  advantage  on  the  work, 
with  a  view  to  prosecute  the  investigation  with  as  much  dispatch 
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as  "would  be  consistent  with  the  proper  discharge  of  the  responsi- 
ble duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the  legislature. 

The  amount  of  manual  labor  required  to  be  performed  to 
enable  your  committee  to  examine  fully  all  the  books  of  the  sev- 
eral departments  has  been  very  great.  It  was  found  necessary 
to  transcribe  all  the  sales  books  in  the  school  land  office,  in  order 
that  we  should  have  our  own  books  to  work  from,  and  it  was  also 
found  necessary  to  recast  the  interest  on  all  sales  of  lands  for  each 
year,  from  the  time  of  purchase  to  January,  1866,  in  order  to 
ascertain  with  some  degree  of  certainty  the  amount  of  money 
paid  into  the  treasury  arising  from  the  sale  of  school  and  univer- 
;sity  lands. 

Owing  to  the  loose  and  careless  manner  in  which  the  books  in 
the  offices  of  the  treasurer,  and  school  land  commissioners  have 
heretofore  been  kept,  the  prosecution  of  this  investigation  has 
been  greatly  retarded — the  labors  of  the  committee  much  more 
onerous,  and  the  time  necessarily  expended  much  more  extended 
than  it  would  have  been,  had  the  books  been  kept  in  a  correct 
and  systematic  manner. 

In  the  school  land  office  in  particular,  the  books  are  disfigured 
and  defaced  with  erasures  of  names  and  figures,  and  other  names 
and  figures  substituted  with  interpolations,  remarks  and  altera- 
tions which  in  many  instances  rendered  it  impossible  to  ascertain 
either  the  original  entries,  dates,  or  the  amount  of  principal  and 
interest  originally  paid. 

The  entries  in  the  journal  of  the  treasurer  were  made  without 
any  regularity  of  date.  Entries  being  made  for  instance,  first  as 
late  as  July  or  August,  going  back  to  January  of  the  same 
year.  This  confusion  of  dates  increased  to  a  great  extent  the 
amount  of  labor  necessary  to  be  performed.  The  vouchers  of  the 
treasurer  were  also  found  in  great  confusion.  There  was  no  ar- 
rangement either  of  name  or  date,  but  they  were  thrown  into  one 
confused  mass,  'ihese,  extending  through  a  period  of  eight  years, 
had  to  be  arranged  and  compared  with  the  corresponding  entries 
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on  the  journal  of  the  treasurer.  Many  of  the  vouchers  are  miss- 
ing and  many  of  those  laid  before  the  committee  as  vouchers  were 
rejected  because  they  offered  no  evidence  of  the  payment  of  mo- 
ney to  any  person.  A  list  of  missing  and  rejected  vouchers  is 
hereto  annexed,  marked  "  B." 

The  rule  adopted  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  these  vouchers 
in  connection  with  the  settlement  of  the  treasurer's  account,  was 
to  allow  the  treasurer  credit  for  all  appropriations  which  have 
been  made  by  the  legislature,  even  though  there  should  be  no 
voucher,  or  only  a  defective  one  for  the  payment. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  call  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to 
a  practice  which  has  prevailed  to  some  extent,  arising  out  of  the 
present  defective  system  of  auditing  accounts  against  the  state. 

The  practice  alluded  to  is  that  of  the  auditing  officers — the 
secretary  of  state  or  his  assistant,  after  auditing  and  allowing  ac- 
counts, drawing  and  receipting  the  amount  of  the  same  for  the 
persons  to  whom  it  purports  to  belong.  This  practice  is  liable  to 
gross  abuse,  and  should  be  corrected  at  once.  It  appears  that 
money  has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  in  several  instances 
without  authority  of  law.  The  legislature  of  1855  refused  to 
make  any  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  clerks  in  the  school 
land  office.  It  seems  by  the  teatimony  of  Messrs  Janssen  and 
Seaver,  that  after  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  the  secreta- 
ry of  state,  Mr.  Gray,  and  the  attorney  general,  Geo.  B.  Smith, 
made  an  arrangement,  authorizing  Walter  H.  Besley  to  draw  on 
the  treasurer  for  the  sum  necessary  to  pay  the  salary  the  clerks. 

Mr.  Besley,  in  accordance  with  this  arrangement,  drew  his  or- 
der on  the  treasury,  and  overdrew  the  amount  due  the  clerks  in 
the  sum  of  nine  hundred  dollars,  or  thereabouts.  (See  list  mark- 
ed "A.") 

It  would  seem  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Janssen  that  this  ar- 
rangement was  made  in  his  absence,  with  Mr.  Seaver,  the  assis- 
tant treasurer,  and  that  the  amount  overdrawn  has  never  been 
refunded  by  Mr.  Besley.    It  is  however  but  right  to  state  that  Mr. 
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Besley  denied  this  when  before  the  committee,  and  stated  that  he 
had  settled  his  account  with  the  treasurer,  and  had  a  receipt  in 
full  from  him,  which  he  promised  to  the  committee  to  produce  be- 
fore them,  but  he  did  not  do  it. 

It  will  be  seen  moreover,  bj  the  testimony  of  Messrs.  Habich, 
Seaver  and  Halpin,  that  the  state  officers  and  clerks  were  allowed 
to  take  money  from  the  treasury  in  anticipation  of  their  salaries, 
leaving  no  other  evidence  of  indebtedness  than  a  slip  of  paper, 

upon  which  was  written  "  good  for  dollars,"  mentioning  the 

amount  taken,  and  signing  their  names  to  it.  Mr.  Halpin  also 
testifies  that  Seaver  has  frequently  lent  him  money  from  the 
treasury  on  his  own  due  bill.  To  what  extent  this  practice  has 
prevailed  your  committee  has  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  It  ap- 
pears by  the  statements  of  Janssen,  Seaver  and  Mr.  Kuehn,  the 
present  state  treasurer,  that  after  the  defalcation  of  Janssen  was 
discovered.  Gov.  Barstow  gave  Janssen  his  note  or  due  bill,  paya- 
ble to  Mr.  Kuehn,  for  seven  hundred  and  twelve  and  92-100  dol- 
lars, which  was  received  by  Mr.  Kuehn  as  cash,  and  placed  to  the 
credit  of  J anssen. 

There  seems  to  be  some  difference  of  opinion  between  Janssen 
and  Seaver  as  to  the  consideration  of  this  due  bill.  Janssen 
swears  that  it  was  given  for  lands  purchased  by  W.  H.  Gleason, 
but  Seaver  thinks  it  was  given  for  money  had  on  "  slips  "  or 
"  goods  "  from  the  treasury,  and  for  the  payment  of  money  due 
on  school  lands  bought  in  the  name  of  Peter  G.  Jones  and  Wm. 
H.  Gleason  at  the  November  sales  of  1855.  Gov.  Barstow  also 
makes  a  statement  in  relation  to  this  transaction,  which  is  here- 
with submitted. 

Subsequent  to  the  first  examination  of  Mr.  Seaver  before  the 
committee,  and  after  the  statement  of  Gov.  Barstow  was  made  to 
the  committee,  Mr.  Seaver  requested  that  he  might  be  re-examined. 
On  his  second  examination,  as  will  be  seen  by  his  affidavit  hereto 
annexed  marked  "  2,"  he  thinks  that  this  due  bill  was  not  given 
for  lands  purchased  by  Gleason. 


Your  committee  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  legislature 
to  another  repreheqsible  practice  which  prevailed  in  the  treasu-d 
rer's  office,  in  the  acceptance  of  drafts  by  the  treasurer  drawn  byfo 
parties  either  having  an  appropriation  or  in  anticipation  of  one*)* 
Under  this  system  mistakes  have  doubtless  occurred,  by  the  pay-?^ 
ment  of  both  the  acceptance  and  the  appropriations. 

It  would  appear  that  in  this  way  an  overpayment  was  made  to?c 
Schceffler  &  Wendt  of  eleven  hundred  dollars,^"  and  to  Mr.  Fratney^ 
of  Milwaukee,  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.         ;  fimb  Bdi  Btifti 

Mr.  Seaver  seems  also  quite  positive  that  he  overpaid  Andrew 
Proudfit  one  thousand  dollars,  but  Mr.  Proudfit,  as  will  be  seen ; 
by  his  testimony,  is  as  confident  that  Mr.  Seaver  is  mistaken. 

The  treasurer  also  paid  Beriah  Brown  three  thousand  dollars 
without  any  authority  of  law,  on  the  certificate  of  the  secretarjTi. 
of  state  that  Brown  had  done  work  to  that  amount.  >^ 

Among  the  vouchers  in  the  office  of  the  treasurer,  the  commitVi 
tee  found  an  engraved  draft  and  acceptance  of  which  the  folloW?o 
ing  is  a  copy  : 

"  John  Warren  HuHT.  ' 

"  '•'^'"''llkd'l^6'n,'Wis.,  23d  OctVWfe:' 

On  the  fifteenth  of  Decembex  next,  at  State  Bank,  pay  to  the 
order  of  Andrew  Proudfit,  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars 
50-100,  value  received.         '  ^  -'^^ 

To  the  Treasurer  of  Wisconsin^  Madison,  TF^V." 

Across  the  face  of  the  draft  is  written  "  Accepted,  J^,  H.  Jans- 
sen,  State  Treasurer,  by  D.  M.  Seaver,  Ass'tf^.^  ^ify]\^^,,<; 

This  draft  is  endorsed  by  Andrew  Proudfit  in  blank,  and  from 
the  fact  that  it  was  among  the  vouchers  in  the  office,  the  presump- 
tion is  that  it  was  paid  at  the  treasury.    There,  is  no  a^mount  onr 

the  treasurer's  book  corresponding  with  the  amount  of  the  dr^ft,} 

 ^  ^  .  ^  .  __  

*  It  would  be  proper  to  say  that  Mr.  Schoeffler  states  that  this  firm  has  never  had  any  mQre  mmef 
t ban  WMlawfiiUy appropriated.         ^lO^'lUil       J  V  ^         iiO>ii  fci^Od'.-i*^  ViUJiJJififl 
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and  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  it  never  was  entered  on  the 
books.  Mr.  Proudfit  stated  to  the  committee  that  he  had  no  rec- 
ollection of  the  circumstances,  in  relation  to  it.  Dr.  Hunt  in  his 
testimony  says  that  this  draft  with  two  others  of  the  same  kind  in 
all  amounting  to  about  $1300  were  accepted  as  payment  for  that 
sum,  which  was  due  Mr.  Halpin  on  appropriations,  and  that  the 
sum  for  which  the  drafts  were  accepted  was  included  in  a  receipt 
given  by  Halpin  to  the  treasurer  for  the  sum  of  $2,875  at  the 
time  the  drafts  were  made. 

The  testimony  of  Mr.  Habich,  who  was  a  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  state  treasurer,  while  Mr.  Seaver  was  assistant  treasurer,  gives 
some  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  business  of  the  office  was 
conducted,  and  taken  in  connection  with  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Halpin  and  Mr.  Martin,  shows  that  while  Mr.  Janssen  was  ab- 
sent from  Madison,  called  home  by  the  sickness  of  his  family^ 
Mr.  Seaver,  who  was  under  no  bonds  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  his  duty,  was  not  only  grossly  inattentive  to  the  duties  of  the 
office,  but  that  his  habits  were  such  as  totally  unfitted  him  to  dis- 
charge them.  It  seems  that  he  was  frequently  found  in  the  office 
in  a  state  of  intoxication,  with  the  doors  of  the  vault  open.  Some- 
times other  persons  not  connected  with  the  office  were  with  him 
— that  upon  two  occasions  he  went  into  the  office  in  the  night 
time  and  opened  the  vault.  That  on  another  occasion  he  was 
found  in  the  vault  with  another  person  looking  at  the  money,  both 
of  them  intoxicated. 

These  things  were  well  known  to  persons  about  the  capitol. 
And  it  seems  moreover  that  there  was  reason  to  suspect,  from 
what  was  publicly  said  in  the  streets,  that  on  one  occasion  when 
Mr.  Seaver  went  into  the  vault  of  the  treasury  at  night,  on  that 
same  night  he  lost  several  hundred  dollars  at  the  gaming  table. 
It  was  also  known  that  liquor  was  kept  in  the  vault.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  utter  astonishment  that  such  a  state  of  things  should  have 
been  permitted  to  continue  for  a  day,  and  the  question  which 
naturally  presents  itself  to  every  person  is,  was  there  no  one  to 


exercise  any  authority  in  this  matter  ?  'No  check  to  the  gross  and 
improper  conduct  of  one  who  had  the  sole  charge  of  the  monies 
of  the  state  ?  It  seems  to  have  been  known  to  several  of  the  wit- 
nesses that  Mr.  Seaver  was  in  the  practice  of  speculating  in  school 
lands,  in  direct  violation  of  law,  which  precludes  the  commis- 
sioners of  school  and  university  lands  from  purchasing  any  of 
said  lands,  either  in  their  own  name  or  in  the  name  of  any  other 
person.    (See  sec.  64:,  chap.  24  R.  S.) 

It  may  be  said  that  Mr.  Seaver  was  not  a  commissioner,  yet  he 
was  acting  as  commissioner,  and  the  reason  and  policy  upon  which 
the  law  was  founded,  would  preclude  him,  and  all  the  clerks,  in 
the  school  land  ofiSce,  as  well  as  the  commissioners.  The  princi- 
pal object  of  the  law  was,  unquestionably,  to  prevent  persons 
having  ready  access  to  the  books  taking  advantage  of  their  posi- 
tion to  the  injury,  and  exclusion,  of  those  who  might  desire  to 
purchase  land  for  their  own  use.  And  yet,  if  the  testimony  of 
Messrs.  Janssen,  Seaver,  Powers,  Habich,  Halpin  and  Byrne  is 
to  be  believed,  not  only  the  spirit  but  the  letter  of  this  law  has 
been  constantly  violated.  Mr.  Byrne  admits,  in  his  examination, 
that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  using  the  name  of  Mr.  McKinnon  in 
entering  school  lands,  and  asserts  that  he  did  it  by  permission  of 
the  attorney  general.  Mr.  Besley  admits  that  he  entered  lands 
for  his  own  use  in  the  name  of  Daniel  Howell.  Mr.  Seaver 
swears,  that  Dr.  Hunt,  assistant  secretary  of  state,  was  in  the 
habit  of  entering  land  in  the  names  of  E.  H.  Gleason  and  Chandler, 
and  that  he  has  seen  Chandler  assign  over  certificates  to  Hunt. 
Dr.  Hunt  contradicts  this  statement  of  Mr.  Seaver,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  himself,  under  oath,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  his  affi- 
davit. Mr.  Daniel  Howell  and  E.  H.  Gleason  both  swear  that  they 
authorized  no  person  to  use  their  name  in  these  entries,  and  had  no 
interest  whatever  in  the  lands.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  list  of 
entries  of  school  land,  that  large  quantities  of  land  have  been  en- 
tered in  the  name  of  Mr.  Howell,  E.  H.  Gleason,  Mr.  McKinnon, 
Mr.  Chappell,  and  Mr.  Chandler,  which  shows  in  some  degree 
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the  extent  to  which  this  system  of  frand  has  been  carried.  There 
are  other  names  which  have  undoubtedly  been  used  in  this  way, 
quite  as  extensively,  but*the  committee  could  not  without  great 
expense  and  delay  bring  the  witnesses  before  them.  The  wis- 
dom of  the  law  which  intended  to  prohibit  these  transactions  will 
not  be  denied,  when  their  legitimate  fruits  are  laid  before  the 
people  of  the  state. 

It  was  unquestionably  the  practice,  as  appears  from  the  testi- 
mony of  Charles  Huggins,  of  some  persons  in  the  office  of  the 
commissioners  to  mark  land  "  sold  "  or  "  reserved  from  sale  "  to 
enable  parties  interested  in  the  purchase,  to  explore  and  examine 
them  before  the  purchase  was  made,  thus  affording  those 
in  the  office,  or  such  of  their  friends  whom  they  might  de- 
sire to  favor,  not  only  a  great  advantage  over  outsiders, 
but  investing  them  with  an  arbitrary  power  which  was  used 
to  the  direct  injury  of  those  who  may  have  applied  for  those 
lands  before  the  purchase  was  consummated.  This  matter  was  pre- 
sented to  the  attention  of  the  committee  by  the  appearance  in. 
several  instances  of  marginal  notes  on  the  sales  books  in  pencil, 
to  the  effect  that  the  lands  opposite  which  the  note  was  made, 
were  reserved  from  sale  for  the  accommodation  of  the  person 
named.  As  an  instance,  we  will  mention  that  on  the  sales  book, 
in  the  office  of  the  commissioners  of  school  lands,  opposite  sec- 
tions 21  and  22,  in  town  25,  range  18,  in  the,county  of  St.  Croix, 
there  is  an  entry  in  pencil,  which  Mr.  Habich  thinks  is  in  the  hand 
writing  of  Daniel  Seaver,  in  the  following  words,  viz :  To  be 
kept  for  Wm.  A.  Barstow."  This  land  was  subsequently  pur- 
chased in  the  name  of  Augustus  Story,  in  February,  1854.  The 
book  on  which  the  entry  is  made  to  Story,  was  copied  from  a 
book  of  previous  date,  and  opposite  his  entry,  in  pencil,  rather 
indistinctly,  written  also  in  pencil,  "  Kept  for  W.  Brewster," 
There  must  have  been  a  difference  of  some  months  between  the 
first  entry  in  pencil,  and  the  date  of  the  entry  of  Story's  name 
on  the  books,  for  the  first  book  was  opened  in  1851,  and  this  land 
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must  have  remained  on  the  books  a  long  time  before  the  entry  of 
Story's  name.  It  will  also  be  seen  that  Mr.  Frary,  a  clerk  in  the 
school  land  office,  testifies  that  in  March,  1855,  while  the  bill 
limiting  the  amount  of  school  lands  to  bo  sold  to  any  one  persoa? 
was  pending  in  the  legislature,  and  before  its  passage,  he  took 
pains  to  mark  some  of  the  lands  now  standing  on  the  school  land 
books  "  sold  to  Daniel  Howell,"  as  sold  to  him  at  that  time,  and 
that  he  did  so  by  direction  and  under  the  authority  of  persons 
who  had  the  power  to  direct  him,  but  declined  to  state  which  of 
them  gave  him  those  directions. 

It  is  apparent  that  entries  of  names  were  frequently  made  on 
the  sales  book  originally  in  pencil,  and  afterwards  the  same  name 
entered  in  ink.  The  object  of  this  becomes  apparent  after  read- 
ing the  testimony  of  Captain  Huggins,  who  was  for  some  time  a 
clerk  in  that  office. 

By  the  sales  book  it  appears  that  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  18  54, 
James  Ludington  purchased  the  16th  section,  in  town  23,  range  22, 
in  Brown  county,  at  from  ten  to  fourteen  shillings  per  acre,  and 
$1  83  added  on  each  lot  for  expense  of  appraisal.  Upon  this  pur- 
chase Mr.  Ludington  paid  ten  per  cent  of  the  purchase  money, 
and  the  interest  to  January  Ist/  1855,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
$150  40,  leaving  unpaid  $880.  On  the  8th  day  of  January,  1855,. 
while  the  certificates  of  Ludington  were  still  out,  uncancelled  and 
unrecalled.  Mr.  W.  H.  Besley,  chief  clerk  in  the  school  laud  office, 
purchased  the  same  land,  in  the  name  of  Daniel  Howell  for 
twelve  and  one  half  cents  per  acre,  and  $3,86  on  each  lot  for  es- 
pences  of  appraisal,  making  the  whole  purchase  money  for  the 
section  $141,76,  upon  which  sale,  certificates  issued  to  Daniel 
Howell,  and  upon  which  there  purports  to  have  been  paid  by  the 
sales  book  eighty  three  ceats  per  lot,  and  interest  to  January  lst> 
1856,  but  upon  which  there  does  not  appear  by  the  books  of  the 
treasurer  and  secretary  of  state  to  have  been  anything  paid.  By 
the  patent  book  it  appears  that  on  the  14th  day  of  September, 
1855,  a  patent  for  the  whole  of  this  same  section,  issued  to  W.  H. 
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Besley,  without  the  payment  of  a  dollar,  and  while  thirty  two  cer- 
tificates were  out  and  uncancelled,  and  while  Ludington,  or  the 
holder  of  his  certificates  was  still  paying  interest  on  the  purchase 
money  for  this  same  land.  Here  was  a  direct  and  palpable  viola" 
lation  of  the  law,  by  a  person  holding  a  responsible  position  in  the 
school  land  department.  Section  24,  of  chapter  24,  of  R.  S.  pro- 
vides, that  when  full  payment  shall  have  been  made  for  any  such 
lands,  as  required  by  law,  and  the  purchaser,  or  his  legal  represen- 
tatives, shall  produce  to  the  commissioners  the  duplicate  certifi- 
cates of  sale,  with  the  receipt  of  the  state  treasurer  endrosed  there- 
on, showing  that  the  whole  of  the  principal  and  interest  due  there- 
on has  been  paid,  and  that  the  holder  of  said  certificate  is  entitled 
to  a  patent  to  the  lands  described  therein,  the  original  and  dupli- 
cate certificates  shall  be  cancelled,  and  a  patent  from  the  state  for 
the  land  described  in  such  certificate,  shall  be  issued  by  the  com- 
missioners, to  the  person  or  persons  entitled  thereto ;  which  pat- 
ent shall  be  signed  by  the  governor,  and  countersigned  by  the  sec- 
retary of  state,  and  the  great  seal  of  the  state  thereto  affixed. — 
Sections  32  and  33  of  the  same  chapter  provide  that  whenever 
a  person  shall  desire  to  purchase  any  land,  he  shall  make  applica" 
tion  to  the  secretary  of  state,  in  writing,  for  the  lot  or  tract  which 
he  proposes  to  purchase,  and  that  the  application  shall  be  filed  in 
his  office. 

The  secretary  of  state  shall  then  enter  on  a  book  to  be  kept 
for  the  purpose,  a  note  of  every  such  application,  specify  the  day 
when  made,  the  name  of  the  applicant,  and  the  description  of  the 
lands  applied  for,  and  shall  also  give  to  such  applicant  a  memo- 
randum stating  such  application  and  describing  the  tract  or  lot  of 
land  specified  in  his  application,  and  stating  the  price,  at  which 
the  same  may  be  sold,  and  the  amount  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of 
sale,  which  memorandum  shall  be  signed  by  the  secretary.  The 
applicant  shall  then  produce  such  memorandum  to  the  state  trea. 
surer,  and  pay  to  him  such  sum  as  shall  be  required  by  law  to  be 
prepaid. 
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The  treasurer  shall  then  give  a  receipt  therefor  to  the  applicant 
and  shall  make  out,  execute  and  deliver,  to  such  person  a  dupli- 
cate certificate  of  sale,  in  which  he  shall  certify  the  discription  of 
the  land  sold,  the  sum  paid,  and  the  amount  remaining  due  there- 
on, and  that  if  it  shall  be  duly  discharged,  the  purchaser  or  his 
assignee,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  such  land,  and  the  ori- 
ginal and  the  duplicate  certificate  shall  be  properly  numbered,  and 
signed  by  the  treasurer,  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of 
state,  and  the  original  shall  be  filed  and  recorded  in  the  office  of 
the  said  treasurer  ;  and  no  certificate  unless  the  duplicate  shall  be 
so  signed  shall  be  valid  in  law.  Section  36  provides  that  upon 
presentation  to  the  secretary  of  state,  of  the  duplicate  certificate, 
and  the  receipt  for  the  purchase  money  required  to  be  prepaid, 
he  shall  countersign  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  purchaser,  and 
make  a  note  thereof  in  the  book  of  entries  stating  the  sum  paid, 
and  the  amount  of  purchase  m©ney  due. 

Section  38  of  the  same  chapter  provides  that  upon  countersign- 
ing the  receipt  or  other  writing,  the  secretary  shall  charge  the 
treasurer,  with  the  amount  received  by  him  as  therein  mentioned, 
and  shall  enter  the  name  of  the  person  paying  the  same,  the  num- 
ber of  the  certificate  upon  which  the  amount  shall  be  paid,  and 
the  time  of  payment.  It  will  here  be  seen  that  the  legislature 
endeavored  to  guard  closely  against  the  improper  issue  of  certifi- 
cates and  patents,  without  the  prepayment  of  the  amount  requir- 
ed by  law. 

Section  10,  of  chapter  24:  R.  S.,  provides  that  not  less  than  ten 
per  cent,  of  the  purchase  money  and  interest  on  the  balance  from 
the  date  of  purchase,  to  the  first  day  of  January  next  following 
shall  be  prepaid,  on  all  school  and  university  lands  sold.  This 
law  has  been  repeatedly  violated  by  the  issue  of  certificates  to 
clerks  in  the  ofiice,  and  others  without  the  payment  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  amount  required  by  law.  Mr.  Besley  admits  in  his 
testimony  that  he  did  not  pay  for  the  patent  which  was  issued  to 
him  for  sec.  16,  town  23,  range  22,  but  he  says  that  he  knew  noth- 
ing of  the  previous  sale  of  this  section  to  Ludington. 
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This  is  very  strange  when  he  was  chief  clerk,  and  had  frequent 
occasion  to  examine  and  refer  to  the  books  in  the  office. 

It  will  be  seen  by  his  testimony,  that  he  states  that  at  the  time 
Ludington  purchased  this  section  it  had  not  been  appraised,  and 
that  it  was  not  appraised  till  sometime  in  1854. 

That  he  examined  the  books  and  papers  in  the  office,  and  could 
jBnd  no  other  appraisal  of  the  land  than  that  at  one  shilling  per 
acre.  It  is  rather  remarkable  that  in  his  examination  of  the  books 
and  search  for  the  appraisal,  he  should  not  have  found  that  the 
whole  section  had  already  been  sold  to  Ludington,  at  an  apprais- 
ed value  of  from  ten  to  fourteen  shillings  per  acre. 

The  committee  find  a  small  book  without  any  verification,  oath 
or  certificate,  or  even  signature  purporting  to  be  an  appraisal  of 
this  section  at  one  shilling  per  acre.  Had  this  appraisal  been 
sworn  to,  and  certified  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  statutes, 
it  would  have  been  void  as  to  this  land,  for  section  II  of  the  act 
approved  March  15,  1852,  providing  for  the  appraisal  of  school 
lands  in  counties  therein  named,  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"No  lands  mentioned  in  this  act  shall  be  appraised,  or  sold  at  a 
less  sum  than  one  dollar  and  twenty  five  cents  per  acre."  And  the 
act  approved  March  19,  1853,  "  an  act  in  relation  to  school  lands," 
provides,  that  all  school  or  university  lands  that  shall  remain  un- 
appraised,  shall  be  appraised  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  act 
approved  March  15th,  1852.  It  follows  then,  that  the  pretended 
appraisal  of  1854  at  one  shilling  per  acre  was  void,  not  only  be- 
cause there  is  no  evidence  that  the  appraisers  were  sworn,  and 
that  the  appraisal  is  not  signed  or  certified,  but  because  it  was  a 
flagrant  violation  of  law.  And  it  would  seem  that  there  must 
have  been  an  appraisal  of  this  section  previous  to  the  purchase  of 
Ludington,  else  how  could  the  figures  have  been  obtained  for 
which  it  was  8 old  to  him  ? 

These  figures  are  $51  83,  $61  83  and  $71  83  opposite  each  lot, 
the  $1  83  probably  added  as  usual  to  the  appraised  value  for 
expense  of  appraisal.    Mr.  Willans,  a  clerk  in  the  office,  in  his 
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testimony  says,  that  the  fact  of  the  figures  being  there  and  being 
carried  out  opposite  each  lot,  is  evidence  that  it  had  been  ap- 
praised, for  they  only  could  have  been  obtained  from  the  ap- 
praisal. On  the  sales  book  they  are  put  down  under  the  usual 
heading  "  appraised  value,"  May  1, 1854,  the  date  of  the  Luding- 
ton  purchase.  This  appraisal  cannot  be  found,  and  was  probably 
destroyed.  At  all  events,  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  Mr. 
Eesley  who,  from  his  position  as  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
commissioners  of  school  and  university  lands,  might  be  supposed 
to  have  some  regard  for  the  best  interest  of  the  school  fund, 
should  have  been  willing  to  enter  this  land  for  his  own  use  at  one 
shilling  per  acre,  when  it  had  already  been  sold  for  twelve  times 
that  amount. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  patent  (709)  and  the  certi- 
ficates to  Daniel  Howell  for  this  section,  numbered  from  192  to 
207  both  inclusive  be  recalled  and  cancelled. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  it  may  be  as  well  here  to  allude 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  business  of  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sioners has  been  conducted.  The  testimony  of  Messrs.  Powers, 
Seaver,  Byrne,  Habich  and  Hugins  shows,  beyond  a  question,  that 
the  whole  business  of  the  office  was  transacted  not  only  without 
system,  but  in  a  grossly  careless  and  negligent  manner,  and  with- 
out regard  to  law.  By  the  law  as  heretofore  cited,  it  seems  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  legislature  that  the  countersigning  of  the 
certificates  by  the  secretary  of  state,  should  be  a  check  upon  the 
issue  of  certificates  without  pre-payment  of  the  amount  required 
by  law.  But  it  appears  that  the  secretary  of  state,  attorney  gen- 
eral and  treasurer  were  in  the  habit  of  signing  large  quantities  of 
certificates  in  blank,  and  leaving  them  in  the  hands  of  the  clerks 
in  the  school  land  office  to  be  filled  out  as  occasion  might  re- 
quire. 

These  certificates  after  being  signed  and  countersigned  in 
blank  were  left  in  the  office  where  every  one  had  access  to  them ; 
they  were  not  even  locked  up.    For  the  purpose  of  enabling  par- 
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ties  holding  these  certificates  to  have  them  recorded,  the  law  pro- 
vides that  they  raaj  be  acknowledged. 

The  clerks  in  the  office  were  in  the  constant  practice  of  filling 
out  the  certificates  of  acknowledgment  and  signing  their  names  as 
notaries,  without  their  having  been  acknowledged  by  either  of 
the  commissioners.  Mr.  Byrne,  a  clerk  in  the  office  says,  that  it 
was  customary,  while  he  was  there,  to  deliver  certificates  of 
school  lands  to  certain  parties  on  their  promising  to  settle  with 
the  treasurer  for  them,  and  that  they  had  no  means  of  knowing 
whether  they  were  paid  for.  He  moreover  says  that  clerks  em- 
ployed in  the  several  state  departments  usually  kept  a  deposit 
with  the  treasurer  to  meet  any  amount  which  might  be  due  for 
certificates  taken  by  them,  and  that  they  usually  took  their  certi- 
ficates and  said  they  would  settle  with  the  treasurer  for  them,  but 
he  did  not  know  whether  they  did  so  or  not. 

It  cannot  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that  under  such  a  state  of 
things,  with  such  practices  prevailing,  in  express  violation  of  law, 
there  has  been  a  large  issue  of  school  land  certificates,  upon  which 
nothing  has  ever  been  paid.  This  is  the  case  with  many  of  the 
certificates  issued  in  the  names  of  Daniel  Howell,  Wm.  Chappell 
and  E.  H.  Gleason,  in  which  land  it  appears,  the  clerks  and  some 
of  the  acting  commissioners  were  directly  interested.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  the  certificate  specifies  the  amount  paid,  and  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  holder,  an  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  the 
state  that  the  amount  required  to  be  prepaid  with  the  interest  to 
the  following  J anuary  has  been  paid.  The  subsequent  interest 
upon  many  of  these  certificates  has  been  paid,  and  many,  if  not 
all  of  them  are  now  undoubtedly  held  by  bona  fide  purchasers, 
without  notice  of  their  fraudulent  issue.  It  will  be  an  important 
question  for  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  as  to  the  action 
to  be  taken  in  relation  to  them.  They  were  issued  in  violation  of 
law,  but  the  subsequent  holders  had  no  means  of  knowing  that 
fact,  as  they  were  fair  upon  their  face.  The  amount  of  loss  to  the 
school  fund  arising  from  this  source  is  ($16,245  94)  sixteen  thou- 
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sand  two  hundred  forty -five  and  94-100  dollars,  as  will  more  fully 
appear  from  the  table  hereto  annexed  marked  "  G." 

While  it  appears  from  the  testimony,  that  the  rule  of  the  com- 
missioners in  relation  to  enforcing  the  payment  of  penalties  was 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  which  provides  that 
in  case  of  a  failure  to  pay  interest  on  a  loan,  or  on  money  due  on 
sale  of  school  lands  within  the  time  specified  by  the  statute,  the 
party  so  failing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  state  five  per  cent  of 
the  principal  sum  due,  there^appears  a  large  deficiency  in  the 
treasury,  arising  either  from  the  non-payment  of  these  penalties, 
or  from  the  amount  collected  not  having  been  entered  on  the 
treasurer's  books  and  credited  to  the  state.  The  amount  of  loss 
to  the  school  fund  from  this  source  is  twenty-three  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  77-100  dollars,  which  will  more  fully 
appear  in  the  accompanying  table  marked  "  K." 

It  is  said  by  some  of  the  clerks  in  the^^office  that  it  was  not  un- 
usual in  the  hurry  of  business  for  persons,  desiring  to  pay  inter- 
est near  the  expiration  of  time  prescribed  by  law  for  the  payment, 
to  make  a  deposit  of  money  with  the  ^treasurer,  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  due,  and  that  the  receipts  were  made  out  subsequent 
to  the  expiration  of  the  time.  This  may  have  been  so  ;  but  the 
committee  was  governed  by  the  books  of  the  treasurer,  presuming 
that  they  were  correct  as  to  the  dates.  It  would  have  been  an  easy 
matter  to  have  made  the  time  of  payment  appear  on  the  books, 
if  the  payments  had  been  made  in  time. 

The  practice  of  making  deposits  is  one  under  which  the  law 
might  easily  have  been  evaded,  and  should  not  be  allowed  in  any 
case. 

The  filling  out  of  a  blank  receipt  could  occupy  but  little  more 
time  than  taking  the  deposit  and  putting  it  in  the  vault.    In  some 
cases  which  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  the  penal- 
9   ty  was  paid  by  the  party,  but  no  entry  ot  the  amount  was  found 
upon  the  treasurer's  books. 
This  was  so  in  the  case  of  Andrew  Proudfit,  where  it  appears 
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a  penalty  attached  of  eome  twenty-five  dollars,  which  was  not 
found  credited  to  the  school  fund,  but  which  he  says  he  paid,  and 
for  which  he  took  a  receipt  from  the  treasurer,  or  his  assistant. 

The  comraittee  could  not  take  testimony  from  all  the  parties 
from  whom  it  appeared  that  penalties  were  due,  they  could  only  be 
governed  by  the  books. 

The  books  in  the  office  of  the  commissioners  show  that  these 
penalties  attached,  and  that  the  parties  were  liable  for  them,  but  the 
amount  is  not  found  on  the  books  in  the  treasurer's  office,  nor  is 
there  any  evidence  that  it  was  paid,  except  the  presumption  aris- 
ing from  the  testimony  of  Messrs.  Janssen,  Beeley  and  Keuhn 
which  goes  to  show  that  the  practice  was  to  enforce  payment^ 
There  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  committee  that  penalties 
to  a  large  amount  attached  for  the  non  payment  of  interest  on 
sales  of  school  land,  in  which  some  of  those  engaged  in  the  sever- 
al offices  of  the  state  depatments  as  clerks,  were  interested.  Whe- 
ther paid  or  not,  in  either  case,  the  loss  to  the  school  fund  is  the 
same.  Mr.  Janssen  in  his  statement  before  the  committee  swears 
that  he  received  of  Mr.  Byrne  in  February  1856,  the  sum  of  $407,- 
81  on  stubs  which  had  already  been  entered  on  the  treasurer's 
book  and  charged.  This  was  for  interest  and  principal  required 
by  law  to  be  prepaid,  on  lands  purchased  long  before  the  time 
they  were  paid  for,  as  appears  by  the  date  of  some  of  the  stubs 
(others  of  them  were  not  dated)  and  may  have  been  for  certifi- 
cates issued  the  year  previous.  Mr.  Janssen  thinks,  as  the 
amount  of  these  stubs  had  been  charged  to  him  on  the  treasurer's 
books  before  the  payment  by  Bryne,  that  other  amounts  have  been 
charged  in  the  same  way  and  never  paid. 

It  may  be  so  and  probably  is,  but  there  is  no  way  of  ascertain- 
ing the  amount.  So  long  as  the  clerks  were  permitted  to  engage 
extensively  in  buying  and  selling  school  lands  by  those  to  whose 
care  the  people  had  entrusted  them,  these  frauds  were  to  have 
been  expected,  and  are  the  direct  result  of  the  allowance  of  such 
practices. 
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After  Mr.  Bjrno  had  been  once  examined  by  the  committee  in 
relation  to  the  entry  of  lands  by  himself  and  others,  Mr.  Geo.  B. 
Smith,  the  former  attorney  general,  requested  the  committee  to 
permit  Mr.  Byrne  again  to  appear  before  them,  and  explain  his 
former  testimony.  As  Mr.  Byrne  also  expressed  a  desire  to  be 
again  heard,  the  committee  re-examined  him,  as  will  appear  by 
his  affidavit  herewith  submitted,  marked  "  2."  In  the  first  affi. 
davit  he  stated  that  the  attorney  general  gave  him  permission  to 
enter  lands.  In  the  second  one,  he  says  that  while  he  was  a  clerk 
in  the  office,  he  had  permission  from  all  the  commissioners  to  en- 
ter school  land.  That  subsequently,  the  attorney  general  found 
he  had  entered  a  large  quantity,  and  objected  to  it,  and  told  him 
he  ought  not  to  have  bought  so  much  ;  and  said  that  when  he, 
Byrne,  asked  permission  to  buy,  he  supposed  he  only  wanted  to 
buy  160  or  320  acres.  Mr.  Byrne  then  told  Smith  that  he  had  a 
perfect  right  to  buy  school  lands,  and  if  the  commissioners  con- 
sidered it  wrong  or  inconsistent  with  his  duty  as  a  clerk,  he  was 
willing  to  be  discharged. 

Mr.  Byrne  says  that  after  this,  he  was  permitted  to  retain  his 
position  in  the  office,  more  than  a  year.  Mr.  Frary  also  stated 
that  the  clerks  entered  land  by  permission  of  the  commission, 
ers. 

The  fact  that  the  attorney  general  objected  to  the  entry  of  lands 
by  Byrne  is  evidence  of  the  view  which  he  took  of  the  impropri- 
ety of  his  so  doing,  under  the  law  prohibiting  the  commissioners 
of  school  and  university  lands  from  purchasing  any  of  said  lands. 
His  view  undoubtedly  was,  that  the  agents  or  clerks  had  no  right 
to  do  what  the  commissioners  could  not  do. 

And  as  the  attorney  general  knew  that  Mr.  Byrne  had  been 
guilty  of  entering  large  quantities  of  land,  it  is  certainly  remark- 
able that  he  was  retained  in  the  office,  especially  as  Mr.  Byrne 
intimated  to  him  that  he  should  continue  to  violate  the  law,  which, 
he  did  do  by  subsequently  entering  more  land.  This  not  only 
brings  home  to  the  commisssioners  a  knowledge  of  these  trans- 
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actions,  but  shows  a  willingness  on  their  part  that  they  should 
be  continued. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Powers,  Gen.  Wm.  R. 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Keuhn,  that  allusions  are  made  to  a  certain  letter 
written  by  some  one  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  Mr.  Besley,  in 
relation  to  school  land  certificates.  This  letter  was  found  in  a 
desk  in  the  school  land  office,  and  was  placed  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Powers,  for  the  use  of  the  committee,  by  Gen.  Smith,  as  will 
be  seen  by  his  testimony.  But  Mr.  Powers  unfortunately  permit- 
ted Mr.  Besley  to  take  the  letter  after  it  was  deposited  with  him. 
Mr.  Kuehu  thought  that  Mr.  Janssen  took  a  copy  of  it,  but  Mr. 
Janssen  says  it  was  another  letter  which  he  copied. 

The  committee  could  not  therefore  avail  themselves  of  the  in- 
formation which  this  letter  would  have  afforded  them  in  relation 
to  the  illegal  issue  of  certificates,  except  as  they  could  gather  its 
contents  from  those  who  had  read  it.  It  seems  from  the  testimony 
of  Gen.  Wm.  R.  Smith  that  the  letter  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Bes- 
ley, from  some  one  in  New  York,  upon  the  subject^of  school  land 
certificates.  That  the  general  purport  of  the  letter  was,  that  there 
was  some  organized  club  or  company  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
school  lands  or  purchasing  certificates,  in  order  to  sell  the  same 
again  in  New  York,  or  elsewhere,  and  that  the  writer  was  an 
operator  for  the  company  or  club,  and  that  some  person  under  a 
disguised  name  in  the  letter  was  in  New  York,  and  that  another 
person  under  a  disguised  name  was  either  in  Madison,  or  was  ex- 
pected to  come  from  Madison  to  New  York. 

An  indication  was  also  given  that  certificates  should  be  sent  on, 
as  it  was  a  good  time  to  operate. 

If  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Janssen  that  the  money  due  on  a  great 
deal  of  land  sold  was  never  paid,  which  is  also  found  to  be  the 
fact  by  an  investigation  of  the  books  of  the  treasurer,  and  that 
the  other  commissioners,  and  the  clerks  in  the  school  land  office, 
were  interested  in  the  purchasing  of  these  lands,  and  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Frary  that  Ohas.  I.  Kane  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  were 
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agents  for  the  sale  of  school  land  certificates,  and  that  certificates 
were  sent  to  them  for  sale,  and  also  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Seaver 
that  many  certificates,  after  being  signed  by  the  commissioners 
and  filled  out  by  the  clerks,  were  put  into  the  market  and  "  sold 
like  any  other  property,"  and  some  of  them  sent  to  New  York,  be 
considered  in  connection  with  this  letter,  and  with  the  fact  that 
every  facility  was  afforded  by  the  commissioners  to  clerks,  and 
others,  to  enter  land,' fill  out  the  certificates,  and  take  them  from 
the  office  without  payment,  and  that  Besley  was  frequently  absent 
in  ITew  York,  it  does  not  leave  room  to  doubt  that  an  extensive 
business  has  been  carried  on,  under  the  eyes  of  the  commission- 
ers, between  the  school  land  office  and  some  well  organized  asso- 
ciation outside,  in  disposing  of  school  land  certificates,  resulting 
in  the  loss  to  the  school  fund  of  this  state  of  a  large  amount  of 
money. 

It  is  but  justice  to  Mr.  Janssen,  to  say,  that  according  to  the  ev- 
idence of  Mr.  Habich,  who  was  a  clerk  in  the  treasurer's  office  du- 
ring Mr.  Janssen's  incumbancy,  he  was  absent  from  Madison  for 
a  long  time,  called  home  and  detained  there  by  severe  and  pro- 
longed sickness  in  his  family,  leaving  the  business  of  the  treasury 
in  charge  of  Mr.  Daniel  Seaver,  the  assistant  in  the  office;  and 
it  appears  moreover,  that  when  Mr.  Janssen  was  at  Madison,  he 
was  seldom  or  never  consulted  by  the  other  two  commissioners, 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Gray,  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  the  school 
land  office,  but  the  latter  consulted  together,  and  took  the  sole  man- 
agement of  matters  upon  themselves.  It  is  true  this  does  not  re- 
lieve Mr.  Janssen  of  his  legal  responsibility,  or  excuse  him  for  not 
asserting  the  prerogatives  of  his  office,  the  proper  and  legitimate 
exercise  oi  which  might  have  proved  a  barrier  to  these  enormous 
frauds,  or  for  the  want  of  that  care,  prudence  and  discretion  which 
the  responsibility  of  his  office  imposed  upon  him.  The  fact  alone 
that  he  permitted  Mr.  Seaver  to  take  charge  of  the  business  of 
the  treasury  department,  without  giving  any  bond  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  is  a  proof  of  gross  and  inex- 
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cusable  negligence.  This ,  however,  affords  no  excuse  to  the  oth- 
er commissioners  for  taking  advantage  of  Mr.  Janssen's  misplaced 
confidence  in  Mr.  Seaver.  Mr.  Janssen  says  that  he  was  absent 
when  the  attorney  general  and  secretary  of  state  made  the  ar- 
rangement .to  have  Mr.  Besley  draw  money  from  the  treasury  for 
the  payment  of  the  clerks,  and  that  the  arrangement  was  made 
with  Mr.  Seaver.  The  commissioners  had  no  more  right  to  make 
such  arrangement  than  any  other  individuals  would  have  had.  No 
appropriations  had  been  made  by  the  legislature  for  the  pay  of 
the  clerks,  and  if  the  commissioners  could  draw  without  authority, 
eight  thousand  dollars  from  the  treasury  for  one  purpose?,  they 
could  in  the  same  way  draw  one  hundred  thousand  for  another. — 
For  this  amount  Mr.  Janssen  is  liable,  and  it  will  be  for  the  legis- 
lature to  say  what  course  shall  be  pursued  in  relation  to  it. 

This  amount  is  eight  thousand,  six  hundred  and  twenty- eight 
and  70-100  dollars.  Mr.  Frary,  in  his  examinatiun,  admitted  tha* 
while  a  clerk  in  the  office,  he  entered  a  large  amount  of  school 
land,  with  the  permission  of  the  commissioners,  and  says  Messrs. 
Besley  and  Byrne  did  the  same.  He  says  moreover,  that  the  com- 
missioners knew  that  he  was  doing  so,  from  the  fact  that  by  a  mu- 
tual understanding  between  themselves  and  the  clerks,  they  re- 
ceived no  fees  on  land  entered  by  the  clerks,  and  that  they  some- 
times complained  that  they  were  losing  too  much  fees.  This  only 
confirms  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Byrne  in  relation  to  the  complica- 
tion of  the  commissioners  in  these  transactions. 

Mr.  Frary  also  states  that  some  of  the  Howell  certificates  were 
left  with  him  to  be  sold  on  commission,  and  some  were  seat  to 
New  York,  but  was  unwilling  to  state  the  name  of  parties  for 
whose  benefit  they  were  to  be  sold. 

It  appears  from  the  record  of  sales  of  forfeited  lands  that  some 
«f  the  clerks  in  the  office  were  in  the  habit  of  entering  these 
lands  immediately  upon  the  occurrence  of  forfeiture. 

Mr.  Byrne  admits  that  he  was  in  the  practice  of  doing  this. 
The  advantage  thus  given  to  the  clerks  could  only  work  to  the 
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serious  injury  of  every  person  who  might  desire  these  lands  for 
other  purposes  than  speculation.  In  many  of  these  cases  no  fees 
were  charged  for  advertising,  nor  was  the  whole  of  the  back  in" 
terest  included  as  the  law  requires,  leaving  the  amount  a  charge 
upon  the  school  fund. 

In  some  instances  of  re-sale  of  forfeited  lands,  they  were  bought 
by  the  original  purchaser,  at  even  less  than  the  amount  for  which 
they  were  first  sold,  thus  making  it  an  object  for  purchasers  to 
forfeit  their  land.  As  an  instance  to  illustrate  this,  we  will  cite 
the  case  of  George  Reed,  of  Manitowoc  county.  In  1854:  he  for- 
feited fifty-two  lots,  and  re  purchased  them.  Some  of  these  lots 
were  appraised  at  sixty  dollars,  and  sold  to  him  at  the  appraisal, 
he  re  purchased  them  at  fifty  dollars  per  lot.  The  law  provides 
that  when  land  shall  be  forfeited,  it  shall  not  be  re-sold  for  less 
than  the  amount  of  the  original  purchase  money,  the  interest  due, 
and  the  fees  and  expense  of  the  re  sale.  Tnis  law  has  been  re- 
peatedly violated.  Section  9,  chapter  24:  R.  S.  provides  that  no 
person  shall  purchase  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
school  and  university  lands  at  any  public  sale  of  such  land.  No 
regard  has  been  paid  to  this  law.  It  has  been  constantly  evaded 
by  the  use  of  other  names  by  the  party  making  the  purchase  by 
a  system  of  forfeiting  bids,  made  in  the  names  of  fictitious  per- 
sons, and  subsequently  entering  the  lands  by  application,  and  also 
by  its  open  violation. 

On  the  sales  sheets  used  at  the  sale  of  lands  in  Outagamie 
county,  the  name  of  A.  McKaughton  appears  opposite  the  dis- 
cription  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  lots,  making  over  seven 
thousand  six  hundred  acres.  The  act  of  March  5th  1856  provid- 
ed that  no  lands  shall  be  entered  by  any  person,  unless  the  appli- 
cant should  file  an  affidavit  stating  among  other  things  that  the 
said  applicant  does  not  own  or  hold  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the 
name  of  any  other  person  for  him  any  quantity  of  school  or  uni- 
versity lands  which  together  with  those  he  applies  to  purchase 
will  not  exceed  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Immediately 
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previous  to  the  passage  of  this  law,  and  while  it  was  pendiDg, 
large  entries  were  made  in  the  name  of  Howell,  by  the  clerks  in 
the  office,  and  also  by  others,  evidently  done  to  evade  the  law, 
and  prevent  the  object  the  legislature  had  in  view,  from  being  car- 
ried out. 

This  object  unquestionably  was  to  keep  these  lands  from  going 
into  the  hands  of  speculators,  and  to  afford  the  actual  settlers  eve- 
ry facility  to  obtain  them.  More  land  was  probably  entered  be- 
tween the  first  and  6th  days  of  March  1855,  than  at  any  other 
time  before,  within  the  same  period  of  time.  And  the  commit- 
tee regret  to  see  among  the  names  of  persons,  who  made  these 
entries,  those  of  some  members  of  the  legislature  in  which  the 
bill  was  then  pending,  thus  evincing  a  disposition  to  establish  a 
just  and  equitable  measure  of  public  policy  for  the  government 
of  others,  but  by  which  they  themselves  were  unwilling  to  be 
governed. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  books  and  papers  in  relation  to 
the*  appraisal  of  school  and  university  lands,  the  committee  find 
that  many  of  the  appraisals  have  been  made  contrary  to  law. — 
Section  2,  on  page  763  E.  S.,  requires  that  the  appraisers  shall  be- 
fore entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  office  be  sworn,  and  that  the 
oath  shall  be  annexed  to  the  appraisal  and  returned  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  and  section  7  of  the  same  act  required  them  to  make 
a  joint  report  in  detail  to  the  sec'y  of  state  of  all  they  have  done. 
Many  of  the  appraisals  returned  to  the  office  have  neither  oath, 
certificate,  report  or  even  the  name  of  the  appraisers  attached  to 
them,  or  detached  from  them.  In  many  instances  there  is  no  evi- 
dence whatever  that  the  books  or  papers  which  purport  to  be  an 
appraisal  was  made  or  intended  to  be  made  for  that  p  irpose.  The 
whole  amount  of  money  expended  for  the  appraisal  and  selection 
of  school  and  university  lands  in  the  state,  amounts  to  the  sum 
of  ($35,568.47-100)  thirty  five  thousand,  five  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  and  47-100  dollars.  (See  tables  marked  "L."&"M.")  It  will 
appear  that  ample  provision  was  made  by  the  legislature  for  the 
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selection  of  the  500,000  acre  tract.  (The  amount  for  both  ap- 
praisal and  selection  is  entered  in  gross  on  the  books,  and  the 
separate  items  could  not  be  ascertained.)  Notwithstanding 
this,  much  of  this  land  was  appraised  at  five,  ten,  fifteen  and 
twenty  cents  per  acre,  showing  either  gross  direliction  of  duty,  on 
the  part  of  the  appraisers,  or  those  who  were  appointed  to  make 
the  selections. 

The  average  price  per  acre  realized  to  the  school  fund,  from  the 
sales  of  the  500,000  acre  tract  which  was  supposed  to  be  choice 
and  selected  lands  is  one  dollar  forty- two  cents,  while  the  average 
price  per  acre  of  the  l6th  section  which  were  chance  locations, 
has  been  two  dollars  seventy-four  cents.  It  will  be  seen  by  the 
tables  hereto  annexed  marked  "E,"  that 

The  whole  amount  of  the  500,000  acre  tract  sold  is.. 476,795. 56-100  acres. 

The  amount  unsold     2,110.24-100  " 

Amount  of  the  16th  section  sold  503,717.47-100  " 

The  committee  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  prosecute  inquiry 
to  any  great  extent  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  the  public 
sales  of  school  lands  have  been  conducted,  as  this  branch  of  the 
subject  was  pretty  fully  investigated  by  a  comix^ittee  of  the  sen- 
ate, appointed  for  that  purpose  at  the  session  of  1855. 

The  committee  would  refer  to  the  testimony  taken  before  that 
committee,  and  also  to  the  testimony  of  Daniel  Seaver,  to  be 
found  in  his  affidavit  herewith  submitted,  in  reference  to  the 
Waupacca  sales.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  practice  prevail- 
ed generally  at  these  sales  of  making  false  bids,  and  then  forfeit- 
ing the  same. 

The  commissioners  then  re-offered  the  lots  upon  which  the  bids 
were  made,  so  early  the  next  morning  after  the  sale  that  no  op- 
portunity was  afforded  to  bona  fide  purchasers  to  bid  upon  them, 
Some  of  the  lots  were  not  re-offered  at  all,  and  they  were  then  left 
subject  to  the  private  entry  of  speculators. 

It  will  be  seen  at  once,  that  these  practices  were  not  only  a  vio- 
lation of  law,  but  they  tended  directly  to  the  depletion  of  the 
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school  fund,  for  many  of  those  who  desired  to  purchase  these 
lands  at  the  sale  were  farmers  who  were  willing  to  pay  more  than 
the  appraised  value,  as  they  wished  to  obtain  them  for  purposes 
of  cultivation.  There  must  have  been  collusion  between  the  com- 
missioners and  persons  making  these  bids,  or  the  commissioners 
would  have  re-offered  all  the  lands  in  compliance  with  the  law,  at 
some  suitable  hour,  and  on  such  notice  as  the  law  contemplated. 
In  the  course  of  the  examination  of  witnesses  it  also  appeared 
that  it  was  not  unusual  to  allow  time  for  the  payment  of  the 
amount  required  by  law  to  be  prepaid,  on  the  purchase  of  these 
lands  at  the  public  sales,  and  in  many  instances  the  amount  was 
not  paid  until  some  time  after  the  return  of  the  commissioners  to 
Madison,  and  in  some  instances  it  will  be  seen  no  payment  what- 
ever was  required. 

The  committee  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  make  any  very 
minute  investigation  in  relation  to  the  large  sale  of  school  land  to 
James  Ludington  in  May  1854,  as  this  matter  also  was  the  subject 
of  investigation  by  the  legislature  in  1865. 

It  is,  however,  but  proper  to  state  that  Mr.  Ludington,  on  the 
18th  of  April,  1854:,  made  application  for  all  the  unsold  school 
lands  in  this  state.  That  it  appears  from  a  memorandum  signed 
by  the  secretary  of  state,  dated  July  3d,  1854,  written  on  the  same 
paper  containing  the  application,  that  the  application  of  Luding- 
ton having  been  made  under  the  impression  that  the  unsold  school 
lands  of  the  state  did  not  amount  to  more  than  70,000  acres;  by 
the  consent  of  the  commissioners  the  same  was  withdrawn,  and  a 
new  application  was  made  for  a  portion  of  the  lands.  On  the  Ist 
day  of  May,  another  application  was  filed  in  the  office  by  him,  for 
all  the  lands  embraced  in  a  list,  accompanying  the  application, 
which  list  contains  descriptions  of  nearly  1500  lots,  being  about 
57,000  acres.  There  was  no  provision  of  law  at  that  time  limit* 
ing  the  amount  of  land  which  might  be  entered  by  any  one  per- 
son. 

But  the  evidence  of  James  Halpin  and  Dr.  Hunt  discloses  a 
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suggestive  and  somewhat  remarkable  fact  in  relation  to  this  sale 
to  Ludington.  It  seems  that  Seaver,  who  had  charge  of  the  treas- 
ury department  at  that  time,  went  to  Milwaukee  and  had  an  in- 
terview with  Ludington,  the  result  of  which  was  this  application 
for  all  the  unsold  school  lands ;  and  that  Seaver  received  from 
Ludington  a  transfer  of  two  thousand  dollars  of  stock  in  the  Bank 
of  the  West,  which  he,  Seaver,  said  he  made  clear,  out  of  the  trans- 
action. The  impropriety  of  a  state  officer,  or  any  one  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  state,  receiving  money  under  such  circumstances  is  ev- 
ident to  every  one.  It  is  the  manifestation  of  a  mercenary  dispo- 
sition, which  totally  unfits  the  recipient  from  holding  any  office 
of  trust,  and  will  inevitably  lead  to  corruption,  dishonesty  and 
fraud  in  the  business  transactions  of  the  state. 

In  connection  with  this  matter,  it  may  be  as  well  to  allude  to 
the  testimony  of  Messrs.  Ludington  and  Chapman,  in  reference  to 
the  amount  required  by  law  to  be  prepaid  upon  the  certificates  is- 
sued to  Ludington  on  this  purchase.  These  gentlemen  both  swear 
that  they  paid  the  whole  amount  called  for  by  the  certificates,  and 
which  was  due  on  them,  which  amount  was  $13,845  05,  and  that 
this  amount  was  paid  to  the. treasurer  or  his  deputy,  according  to 
a  list  and  account  attached  to  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Chapman,  marked 

C."  The  whole  amount  with  which  the  treasurer  has  charged 
himself  on  account  of  monies  received  from  Ludington  or  Chap- 
man on  the  purchase,  is  $10,189  70,  making  a  difi*erence  of 
$3,655  35,  against  the  school  fund  ;  of  this  latter  amount,  there  is 
no  account  whatever  on  the  treasurer's  books,  and  the  books  of 
the  secretary  of  state  agree  with  those  of  the  treasurer  within  one 
dollar  and  ninety  cents.  On  the  certificates  issued  to  Ludington 
for  that  part  of  his  purchase  of  lands  lying  in  the  county  of  Iowa, 
there  was  due  on  delivery  of  the  certificates  on  account  of  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  the  sum  of  $2,266  49,  which  he  swears  that  he 
paid,  but  the  only  credit  to  the  school  fund  for  lands  sold  him  in 
Iowa  county  on  the  books  of  the  treasurer,  is  $14  24-100.  Unless 
Messrs.  Ludington  and  Chapman  are  mistaken,  and  they  sweai* 
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positively  to  the  fact,  the  whole  amount  due  on  certificates  deliver- 
ed to  them  was  paid  to  Seaver.  And  this  amount  of  three  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty-five  and  35-100  dollars,  must  be  added 
to  the  cash  deficit  of  the  treasurer  ;  see  statement  marked  "  H." 
In  the  same  connection  we  may  allude  to  the  testimony  of  N.  W. 
Dean.  On  the  15th  day  of  May,  1854,  he  purchased  1588  69  100 
acres  of  university  land,  in  Green,  La  Fayette  and  Iowa  counties, 
upon  which  purchase  certificates  of  sale  were  issued  and  delivered 
to  him.  He  swears  that  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  he  paid  the 
assistant  treasurer  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  seventeen  and 
92-100  dollars  as  part  of  the  purchase  money,  and  one  hundred 
and  ninety  and  98-100  dollars  interest  on  the  balance  of  the  pur- 
chase moHey  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1855,  making  in  all  the 
sum  of  seven  hundred  and  eighty  and  10  100  dollars  paid  into  the 
treasury  at  the  time  of  said  purchase.  Not  a  dollar  of  this  amount 
is  credited  to  the  university  fund  on  the  treasurer's  books,  and 
this  amount  also  must  be  added  to  his  cash  deficit. 

By  reference  to  table  marked  '"G,"  it  will  be  seen  that  fifty-six 
patents  have  been  issued  for  the  lands  therein  described,  which 
are  marked  "  paid  in  full"  upon  the  sale  book,  but  upon  which 
there  is  yet  due  by  the  treasurer's  books  the  sum  of  fifty-nine 
hundred  61-!  00  dollars. 

This  amount  is  a  total  loss  to  the  school  and  university  fund, 
unless  the  commissioners  are  liable  to  the  state  for  the  amount. 

A  voucher  was  found  in  the  treasurer's  office  for  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  dollars,  being  a  receipt  given  by  Lyman  Oowdry,  special 
agent  for  the  collection  of  fines  in  Walworth  county,  from  a  mem- 
orandum, upon  which  it  appears  that  Mr.  Cowdry  collected  of  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Walworth  county,  $300  for  fines  and 
$100  for  tax  on  suits,  that  he  retained  $120,  and  paid  $280  into 
the  treasury.  The  amount  of  $100  tax  on  suits,  he  had  no  legal 
right  to  receive,  he  being  appointed  only  to  collect  fines,  and 
there  is  now  due  from  him  to  the  state  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars, 
and  the  balance  $70  should  be  transferred  from  the  school  fund, 
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into  which  it  was  improperly  paid,  to  the  general  fund  where  it 
belongs. 

It  will  be  seen  bj  the  accompanying  list  of  mortgages  taken 
for  loans  marked  "  F.,"  that  many  of  them  are  defective.  The 
law  requires  that  the  attorney  general  as  the  legal  counsel  of  the 
state  shall  examine  all  mortgages,  title  papers  &c.  in  relation  to 
loans,  and  if  correct  certify  the  same  on  the  mortgage,  before  the 
loan  shall  be  granted.  Some  of  the  loans  were  made  without  any 
such  certificate,  and  the  result  is  the  security  which  the  state  holds 
for  the  loan  is  doubtful,  or  worthless. 

In  some  instances  the  attorney  general  certifies  it  correct,  when 
the  mortgage  is  so  defective  that  it  cannot  be  foreclosed.  In 
some  instances  there  is  no  amount  named  in  the  note.  Some- 
times none  in  the  mortgage.  Some  are  not  sealed,  and  some  are 
not  dated.  In  one  case  the  note  is  for  five  dollars,  wiiile  the  loan 
is  for  five  hundred  dollars.  There  is  no  possible  excuse  for  negli- 
gence like  this.  The  people  rely  upon  those  whom  they  have 
elected  for  that  purpose  to  exercise  a  strict  and  watchful  care  over 
a  fund  which  they  have  ever  regarded  as  sacredly  devoted  to  the 
education  of  the  youth  of  the  state. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  many  of  the  mortgages,  were  allowed 
to  remain  a  long  time  in  the  secretary's  ofiice  before  being  record- 
ed, thus  giving  the  mortgagor  an  opportunity  to  alienate  the  land 
upon  which  the  security  for  the  loan  is  based.  In  one  instance, 
it  appears  that  a  portion  of  the  land  mortgaged  was  so  alienatad, 
and  the  deed  was  put  upon  record  before  the  mortgage  was  re- 
corded. This  loan  was  made  to  John  JSTelson  of  Outagamie  coun- 
ty. The  date  of  the  mortgage  is  September  24th  1855.  It  was 
not  recorded  until  March  4th,  1856, 

In  some  instances  no  mortgage  can  be  found  to  secure  the  loan 
made,  in  others  the  same  land  is  found  to  be  twice  mortgaged  to 
secure  two  different  loans.  In  many  instances  loaos  have  been 
made  to  the  same  person  for  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  which 
is  contrary  to  law.    On  the  30th  of  April  1855,  on  a  sale  of  sev- 
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eral  parcels  of  land  mortgaged  to  the  state  as  security  for  loans. 
Henry  Quarles  purchased  said  lauds  for  which  he  received  a  pa- 
tent, and  then  executed  a  note  for  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars,  being  the  purchase  money,  and  secured  the  same  by  a 
mortgage  on  only  a  portion  of  the  land  included  in  the  patent, 
thus  obtaining  from  the  state  a  clear  title  to  some  of  the  lands, 
and  paying  for  it  with  the  land  that  belonged  to  the  state.  The 
mortgage  was  given  on  two  separate  parcels  of  land,  one  being  in 
Marquette  county,  and  one  in  Waukesha  county.  The  mortgage 
has  never  been  recorded  except  in  the  former  county.  For  other 
irregularities  mistakes  and  defects  in  the  securities  given  for  loans 
we  would  refer  to  the  schedule  herewith  submitted,  marked  "  F." 

In  order  that  the  investigation  should  be  thorough  in  relation  to 
the  securities  given  for  loans  from  the  school  and  university  funds, 
the  committee  deemed  it  advisable  to  request  the  registers  of 
deeds  of  the  several  counties  in  this  state,  to  make  out  and  trans- 
mit for  the  use  of  the  committee,  an  abstract  of  all  state  mort- 
gages recorded  in  their  respective  counties.  In  compliance  with 
this  request,  returns  were  received  from  nearly  all  the  counties. 
But  three  refused  to  comply — the  registers  of  Iowa,  Washington 
and  Dane  counties.  Mr.  Francis  Ritchie,  deputy  register  of  the 
latter  county,  refused  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  com- 
mittee, without  an  advance  payment  of  seventy  dollars.  The 
committee  were  obliged  to  send  a  clerk  to  the  office  to  make  the 
abstract  required.  These  abstracts  will  be  of  great  convenience- 
hereafter,  and  will  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  with  a  corrected  list  of  all  mortgages  belonging  to  the  state, 
and  also  with  the  books  containing  the  transcripts  of  all  the  sales 
of  school  and  university  lands  in  each  county  in  the  state.  The 
committee  have  already  alluded  to  the  fact,  of  the  clerks  and 
others  connected  with  the  school  land  office,  using  the  names  of 
other  persons  without  their  knowledge,  in  the  entry  of  lands.  It 
will  also  be  seen  by  the  affidavits  herewith  submitted,  that  among 
the  names  so  used  are  those  of  E.  H.  Gleason,  Daniel  Howell,. 
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Wm.  Ohappell,  John  McKinnon  and  Rob't  Chandler.  The  three 
former  swear  that  they  had  no  interest  in  the  lands  thus  entered, 
and  no  knowledge  that  their  names  were  being  used  for  such  a 
purpose.  (See  Table.) 

The  am't  of  lands  entered  in  the  name  of  Daniel  Howell,  is. .  14,163  acres. 

do  do  do    E.  H.  Gleason   6,620  do 

do  do  do    Wm.  Chappell   1,329  do 

do  do  do    J.  McKinnon   3,654  do 

do  do  do   John  A.  Byrne   2,380  do 

do  do  do    Robt.  Chandler   1,160  do 

Making  a  total  of   28,306  acres. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  affidavits  of  Robt.  Chandler  and  Doct. 
Hunt,  that  the  statement  of  Mr.  Seaver  in  relation  to  Chandler's 
having  assigned  certificates  to  Hunt,  in  presence  of  Seaver,  is 
contradicted.  All  the  lands  entered  in  the  name  of  McKinnon, 
were  entered  by  and  for  the  benefit  of  J ohn  A.  Byrne.  By  ref- 
erence to  tables  marked  (L)  and  (M),  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
whole  amount  paid  for  printing  for  the  school  and  university  land 
oflice  has  been  $8,221  77,  and  that  there  has  been  paid  for  books 
and  stationery  $5,837  84,  for  appraising  and  selecting  lands  $35,- 
568  47.  There  was  no  necessity  for  this  large  expenditure.  The 
whole  expense  of  some  judicious  system  would  not  exceed  one- 
half  the  amount.  The  present  system  is  not  only  expensive,  but 
inconvenient.  It  is  open  to  fraud  and  peculation.  The  whole 
system  should  be  changed  if  the  sale  of  school  and  university 
lands  is  to  be  continued. 

Your  committee  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  great  loss  has 
been  sustained  by  the  school  fund  through  the  haste  with  which 
the  school  lands  have  been  brought  into  market. 

The  lands  generally  having  been  situated  in  the  new  and  unin- 
habited parts  of  the  state,  and  surrounded  by  lands  of  the  gov- 
ernment, have  seldom  been  appraised  higher  than  ten  shillings 
per  acre,  the  government  price.    They  have  been  brought  into 
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market  under  low  appraisments,  and  readily  sold,  on  account  of 
the  credit  given,  whilst  the  lands  of  the  government  in  their 
vicinity  remained  undisposed  of. 

Your  committee  would  advise  that  the  whole  policy  of  the  state 
should  be  changed  in  respect  to  the  sale  of  these  lands. 

The  wants  of  the  educational  interests  of  our  state  do  not  de- 
mand any  material  increase  of  the  fund  at  the  present  time,  as 
this  fund  is  now  much  larger  compared  with  the  number  of  chil- 
dren to  be  educated,  than  it  will  be  twenty  years  hence,  under  the 
most  prudent  management. 

Your  committee  can  see  no  great  evil  in  the  result  of  keeping 
the  16th  sections,  and  all  other  school  and  university  lands  where - 
ever  located,  now  remaining  unsold,  out  of  market,  until  such  time 
as  the  other  lands  in  their  vicinity  shall  be  settled,  and  until  the 
further  withholding  them  from  sale  would  be  a  serious  ob- 
struction to  the  settlement  of  the  country.  By  adopting  this  pol- 
icy, the  school  land  could  be  sold  at  a  greatly  enhanced  price. 

The  lands  would  be  more  likely  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  men  who 
desire  them  for  actual  occupation,  and  the  school  fund  would  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  the  advance  in  price,  which  would  inevitably 
follow  the  purchase  and  occupation  of  the  government  land,  in- 
stead of  the  land  speculators,  who,  under  the  present  system, 
have  seized  upon  them. 

The  argument  always  urged  against  the  policy  of  withholding 
the  lands  from  market,  that  it  retards  the  growth  and  settlement 
of  the  country,  is  fully  answered  by  the  facts  to  be  derived  from 
our  experince  under  the  present  system.  These  facts  show  that 
the  school  lands  have  not  fallen  into  the  hands  of  those  who  want 
them  for  occupation,  but  are  held  by  speculators,  in  large  quanti- 
ties, ranging  from  five  to  seventy-five  thousand  acres,  thus  more 
effectually  retarding  their  settlement  than  if  held  by  the  state. 

This  argument  has  but  little  weight  when  applied  to  the  16th 
sections,  for  they  are  so  distributed  that  their  being  withheld  from 
immediate  sale  cannot  materially  affect  the  general  settlement  of 
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the  unoccupied  portion  of  the  state,  and  no  serious  complaint  has 
ever  been  made  upon  this  subject,  by  the  older  counties,  when 
these  sections  were  withheld  for  several  years  after  these  counties 
became  settled. 

To  carry  out  this  policy  your  committee  herewith  report  a  bill  re- 
pealing all  laws  authorizing  the  appraisment  and  sale  of  all  school 
and  university  lands,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the  same. 

The  faults  of  the  present  system  of  keeping  and  loaning  the 
school  and  university  fund  are  too  many  and  too  great  to  be  re- 
medied in  detail,  and  it  should  be  materially  changed.  Under 
this  system  it  is  necessary  that  those  owing  interest  to  the  income 
fund,  in  the  several  counties  in  the  state,  should  remit  the  various 
amounts  to  the  state  treasurer  at  Madison  ;  and  the  same  money,  af- 
ter it  is  apportioned,  must  then  be  sent  back  to  the  several  counties 
from  which  it  was  received.  Many  losses  and  much  inconvenience 
results  from  this  system,  and  it  would  be  far  better  in  every  respect, 
and  equally  safe,  that  the  money  should  be  paid  to  the  treasurers 
of  the  respective  counties  in  which  the  debtors  to  the  fund  reside. 
The  committee  therefore  report  back  the  bill  which  was  referred 
to  them  entitled  *'  An  Act  to  amend  chapter  24  of  the  revised 
statutes,  and  establish  a  system  for  the  safe  keeping  and  manage- 
ment of  the  school  and  university  funds,"  and  recommend  its 
passage. 

The  committee,  however,  are  not  unanimous  in  relation  to  this 


recommendation. 

Your  committee  finds  as  per  schedule  marked  "  N,"  that 

the  whole  amount  of  loans  from  school  fund  is   324,637  37 

Amount  of  loans  paid  _._   33,436  27 

Showing  a  balance  of   291,201  10 

Amount  of  loans  from  university  fund,  see  schedule  mark- 
ed "  0"     13,295  90 

Amount  of  loans  paid  from  said  fund  _   450  00 

Showing  a  balance  of   12,845  90 
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Amount  of  school  fund  loan,  see  schedule  marked  "  P       383,284  14 
Your  committee  find  also,  as  per  statement  of  the  amount 
herewith  submitted,  marked  "  R,"  that  there  is  now  due 


from  the  state  treasurer  to  the  state   38,026  48 

Due  on  land  certificates,  loans,  ommissions  and  alterations  21,711  07 

Due  on  patents  issued     6,900  61 

Payments  without  authority  of  law.   8,628  70 

Due  on  penalties  not  entered    22,849  98 


97,116  84 

Payments  since  January  first,  1856.-   9,867  72 


Leaves  a  balance  against  the  state  treasury  of   87,249  12 


The  total  amount  of  the  school  fund  on  the  let  day  of  January, 
1856,  was  two  million,  forty  six  thousand,  three  hundred  seventy., 
one  5  100  dollars.    ($2,046,371  05.) 

As  per  report  of  the  school  comnTiississioners,  the  number  of 
acres  exclusive  of  the  iQih  section,  sold  up  to  that  time,  was  four 
hundred  seventy-six  thousand,  seven  hundred  ninety  five  55  100, 
being  about  745  sections.  The  whole  number  of  the  16th  section 
in  the  state,  as  estimated  by  the  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion, in  his  report  for  the  year  1851,  was  1,523.  Deducting  from 
this  the  number  sold,  and  we  \viVG  736  sections  unsold,  which  ax 
the  average  price  realized  from  those  heretofore  sold  will  bring 
seven  hundred  thirty-eight  thousand  dollars.  ($738,000  )  Adding 
tliis  to  the  amount  of  the  fund  as  it  stood  in  Jtmuary  last,  we  have 
a  total  of  two  million,  seven  hundred  eighty-four  thousand  dollars^ 
($2,784,000). 

This  falls  short  of  the  estimate  made  in  the  report  of  the  super- 
intendent before  alluded  to,  which  was  at  that  time  considered  a 
low  one  of  two  million,  live  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 
($2,518,000).  There  is  no  question  but  that  under  judicious,  careful 
and  prudent  management,  our  school  fund  at  this  time  would  have 
been  double  what  it  is.    The  people  of  the  state  have  expected, 
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and  had  a  right  to  expect,  that  the  revenue  belonging  to  this 
fand  would  be  carefully  husbanded. 

They  have  been  led  to  believe  from  the  annual  messages  of  the 
executive  that  there  was  "  evidence  of  energy  and  fidelity  "  in 
the  management  of  the  educational  funds  of  the  state ;  that  those 
having  charge  of  this  great  and  sacred  interest  have  been  actuat- 
ed and  governed  by  a  "  sense  of  justice  "  and  by  a  high  regard 
for  the  duty  attendant  upon  their  position  and  that,  they  have 
sometimes  even  "  gone  beyond  the  strict  line  of  duty,"  actuated 
by  their  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the  rising  generation,  "  and  have 
ventured  to  assume  such  responsibilities  in  the  premises,  as  the 
importance  of  their  trust  seemed  to  demand,"  although  from  all 
the  information  which  the  people  have  gathered  from  this  source, 
they  may  have  suspected  that  even  the  legislature  has  sometimes 
manifested  a  ''reckless  disregard  for  these  funds  of  which  we  may 
and  do,  justly  feel  proud,"  and  which  "they  as  the  watchful  guar- 
dians of  the  interest  of  the  rising  generation,  should  have  care- 
fully protected,"  yet  notwithstanding  this  neglect  it  would  have 
been  gratifying  to  be  able  to  believe  from  all  "  the  official  reports 
connected  with  these  funds,  no  evidence  exists  that  a  dollar  has 
ever  been  lost  or  squandered,  whatever  may  have  been  the  sus- 
picion or  charge  to  the  contrary,"  and  "  that  the  fund  granted  for 
the  pursose  of  ensuring  the  lasting  establishment  of  our  common 
school  system,  is  steadly  working  the  beneficial  results  in  tended." 
But  your  committee  are  compelled  to  say  that  the  result  of  this 
investigation  shows  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  such  hope  or 
belief.  Tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  of  this  fund  have  been  em- 
bezzled, and  hundreds  of  thousands  **lost  or  squandered" 
whatever  may  have  been  the  hope  of  every  citizen  of  this  state 
who  loves  the  sacred  cause  of  education,  to  the  contrary.  Crimi- 
nal negligence,  wanton  recklesness,  and  utter  disregard  for  the 
most  responsible  duties  which  could  be  imposed  upon  man  alone 
has  distinguished  the  management  of  this  fund.  It  is  a  melan- 
choly reflection  that  this  great  wrong  thus  inflicted  upon  the  best 
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and  highest  interest  of  the  state,  does  not  end  with  the  mere  pe- 
cuniary loss  to  the  school  fund,  but  that  it  goes  farther,  and  in- 
flicts a  deadly  blow,  upon  the  confidence  of  the  people,  in  those 
in  whom  they  have  confided,  and  to  whom  they  have  entrusted, 
their  dearest  interests.  It  goes  even  beyond  this  and  becomes  a 
double  crime,  for  its  direct  tendency  is  to  undermine  and  destroy 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  a  representative  government 
Once  destroy  that  confidence,  and  all  free  government  is  at  an 
end. 

The  corruption  which  such  a  state  of  thiogs  engenders,  if  suf- 
fered to  continue,  will  be  felt  in  our  halls  of  legislature  and  will 
soon  reach  the  people,  until  a  general  depravity  of  public  senti- 
ment will  be  the  result,  and  the  great  and  true  end  of  government, 
the  moral  and  intellectual  progress  of  man,  will  be  lost  sight  of  in 
the  conflict  of  personal  interests  which  would  ensue. 

D.  TAYLOK, 

P.  H.  SMITH, 

D.  WOETHESTGTON, 

Senate  Committee. 

WILLIAM  HULL, 
A.  GKEULICH, 
H.  H.  GRAY, 
JOHN  F.  POTTER, 
CHAS.  BUKCHARD. 

Assembly  Com. 


APPENDIX. 


I 


EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BY  THE  COMMITTEE. 


E,  H,  Janssen^s  statement :— There  is  now  money  due  from  W. 
H.  Besley,  that  was  overdrawn  by  him  to  the  amount  of  eight  or 
aice  hundred  dollars.  The  legislature  made  no  provision  ia 
1855  for  the  payment  of  the  clerks  in  the  school  land  office.  The 
secretary  of  state,  A.  T.  Gray,  and  the  attorney  general,  Geo.  B. 
Smith,  authorized  Mr.  Besley,  chief  clerk  of  the  school  land  of- 
fice, to  draw  money  from  the  treasury  to  pay  the  clerks  ;  he  did 
so,  and  overdrew  eight  or  nine  hundred  dollars.  Mr.  Besley  was 
requested  by  me  to  refund  the  amount ;  he  said  it  was  right,  and 
and  he  would  make  it  all  right.  The  secretary  of  state  and  attor- 
ney general  requested  Mr.  Seaver,  the  assistant  treasurer,  in  my 
absence,  to  pay  the  drafts  of  Mr.  Besley.  The  amount  which  the 
derkcs  were  entitled  to,  that  is  their  regular  pay,  was  charged  on 
the  books  and  credited  to  me ;  the  amount  overdrawn  was  not 
charged  and  was  never  credited  to  me.  I  was  never  consulted 
about  this,  nor  about  the  sale  of  school  lands,  nor  anything  else. — 
Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Gray  were  in  the  habit  of  consulting  together 
about  the  sales,  &c  ,  but  did  not  say  anything  to  me.  Mr.  Seavert 
my  assistant,  naver  gave  any  bonds.  At  the  sale  of  school  lands 
last  fall,  Mr.  Gleason  purchased  lands  to  the  amount  of  twelve  or 
fourteen  hundred  dollars,  which  were  paid  for,  after  the  sale  by 
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W.  A.  Barstow.  They  were  to  be  paid  for  ia  full.  Mr.  Barstow 
paid  for  them  bj  giving  his  note  for  $T00,  and  the  balance  has 
never  been  paid.  When  I  left  the  office,  Mr.  Kiiehn  receipted 
the  note  as  cash.  The  balance  appeared  by  the  books  to  be  paid, 
but  was  not  paid.  A  general  stub  was  given,  and  that  is  the  way 
it  got  into  our  books.  Mr.  Barstow  did  not  give  the  "  due  bill " 
until  after  the  defalcation  was  discovered.  No  part  of  this  money 
was  paid  while  I  was  in  the  office.  My  belief  is  that  the  money 
due  on  a  great  deal  of  land  sold  was  never  paid,  and  that  the  other 
commissioners  and  clerks  in  the  school  land  office  were  interested 
in  the  purchase  of  these  lands.  I  found  stubs  in  my  office  signed 
which  were  entered  on  the  books  and  charged  to  me,  which  had 
never  been  paid.  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  money  on  some 
of  these  stubs,  which  I  paid  over  to  Mr.  Kuehn,  the  present 
treasurer  ;  I  have  now  some  of  them  in  my  possession.  The  cer- 
tificates had  already  been  issued.  Some  persons  came  and  paid, 
and  this  was  the  first  that  led  me  to  believe  that  the  lands  had  not 
been  paid  for.  When  I  came  back  to  Madison  in  the  fall,  after 
the  sale  of  all  the  school  land  subject  to  sale,  and  before  the  legis- 
lature met,  I  asked  Seaver  where  the  money  was  which  was  paid 
on  the  sales  of  lands.  He  said  it  was  all  right.  But  when  in 
January  last,  I  wa^  about  to  pay  over  the  money  on  hand  to  my 
successor  in  office  and  counted  the  money,  I  found  it  deficient,  I 
asked  Seaver  where  it  was.  He  said  they  had  not  paid  for  the 
lands.  Seaver  said  he  would  go  and  collect  some  of  it ;  he  went 
out  and  was  gone  a  day  or  two,  without  going  out  of  town,  he 
brought  back  about  five  thousand  dollars.  The  money  received 
by  me  on  the  stubs  which  I  have  before  alluded  to,  was  paid  me 
by  Mr.  Byrne,  clerk  in  the  school  land  office.  I  here  exhibit  these 
stubs  to  the  committee.  The  amount  paid  me  by  Mr.  Byrne,  as 
di^e  on  them  was  $407  81.  Some  of  them  are  dated  ]S"ov.  13th, 
and  14th,  1855,  and  some  bear  no  date.  I  received  the  money  on 
them  sometime  in  February,  1856.  Mr.  Byrne  told  me  that  these 
stubs  had  been  entered  on  the  treasurer's  books,  and  charged  to  me> 
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but  had  not  been  paid.  After  the  sale  of  1855,  a  general  stub,  in- 
cluding the  whole  amount  of  money  received,  or  which  ought  to 
have  been  received  on  the  sales,  was  made  and  charged  over  to 
me  on  the  treasurer's  books.  This  general  stub  included  the 
amount  of  the  stubs  now  exhibited  to  the  committee.  From  the 
fact  that  the  amount  of  these  stubs  had  already  been  charged  to 
me  and  afterwards  paid,  I  believe  that  there  are  others  that  never 
have  been  paid  which  were  charged  to  me,  included  in  the  gen- 
eral stub.  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  them. 
While  I  was  in  the  office,  the  commissioners  were  in  the  habit  ot 
enforcing  the  payment  of  the  penalty  incurred  by  non-payment  of 
interest  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law. 

(Signed)  E.  H.  JANSSEN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  this  8th  day  of  August,  A.  D. 
1856. 

John  F.  Potter,  Sec.  of  Com. 

Daniel  M,  Seaver^s  statement : — The  draft  shown  me,  drawn  by 
John  W.  Hunt,  on  the  treasurer  October  28, 1855,  in  favor  of  An- 
drew Proudfit  or  order,  and  endorsed  by  him  and  accepted  by  E. 
H.Janssen,  state  treasurer,  pr.  D.  M.  Seaver,  assistant,  for  $548  50, 
payable  the  l5th  December,  at  "  State  Bank,"  is  similar  to  others 
to  the  number  of  some  three  or  four,  which  were  drawn  on  the 
treasurer  and  accepted  by  him.  Kot  more  than  three  or  four 
drafts  were  accepted  by  me  drawn  by  Hunt.  Instances  occurred 
when  we  accepted  drafts,  paid  the  acceptance  and  also  the  appro- 
priation upon  which  the  draft  was  made,  making  a  double  pay- 
ment. In  case  of  Schceffler  &  Wendt  we  found  we  had  paid 
twice,  something  like  $1,100  00,  also  in  case  of  Fratney  $550. 
We  frequently  accepted  drafts  on  appropriations  when  we  had  no 
money.  We  overpaid  Andrew  Proudfit  $100,  on  state  prison  ac- 
count. We  paid  Beriah  Brown  $3000  on  the  certificate  of  secre- 
tary of  state  that  Brown  had  done  work  to  that  amount,  before 
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any  appropriation  was  made  to  him  for  the  work.  Up  to  the  time 
Janssen  went  out  of  office  Proadfit  bad  not  re-paid  the  $1000. 
I  have  spoken  to  Schocfiier  about  the  $1100  paid  to  Schotffler 
&  Wendt.  He  eaid  he  did  not  think  it  was  so,  but  was  not  sure- 
State  officers  would  sometimes  come  into  the  treasury,  take  mon- 
ey out  and  leave  a  slip  of  paper  with  the  amount  written  on  it, 
in  anticipation  of  salary.  I  think  the  defalcation  in  the  treasury 
has  arisen  from  these  practices.  School  land  certificates  were 
signed  in  blank  by  the  commissioners,  to  the  amount  of  two  or 
three  hundred  at  a  time.  This  was  the  practice  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years.  We  paid  the  "  Blind  Asjluni"  at  Janesville  2530  or 
3500  dollars*  more  than  the  secretary  of  state  would  allow  us 
credit  for,  because  the  vouchers  were  informal.  Neither  the  gov- 
ernor or  secretary  of  state  ever  made  any  examination  into  the 
affairs  of  the  treasury,  or  counted  the  money.  ^Nfono  of  the  state 
officers  had  access  to  the  treasury  except  the  treasurer  and  clerks 
in  the  office.  There  were  two  setts  of  keys  to  the  vaults  and 
safes.  Sometimes  I  had  one  sett  and  Habisch  one.  Besley  told 
me  he  was  buying  land  for  himself  in  the  name  of  Daniel  How- 
ell, and  as  he  was  interested  in  it  we  charged  no  fees.  Byrne  also 
entered  land  in  the  name  of  J.  McKinnon  and  no  fees  were  charg- 
ed. Doct.  Hunt  also  entered  lands  in  the  name  of  Gleason  and 
Robert  Chandler.  I  have  seen  Chandler  assign  over  certificates 
to  Hunt  at  the  Waupacca  sales.  Only  two  or  three  of  the  lots  on 
which  the  bids  were  forfeited  were  re  offered,  and  that  early  in 
the  morning.  The  school  land  office  was  separated  from  the  treas- 
urer's office  about  two  years  ago,  and  the  system  of  signing  blank 
certificates  by  the  commissioners  originated  since  that  time  in  the 
land  office.  W.  H.  Besley,  chief  clerk  of  the  land  office,  had  pos- 
session and  control  of  the  certificates  after  they  were  signed, — 
Mr.  Janssen  was  not  consulted  by  the  other  commissioners  either 
about  the  appointment  of  clerks,  sales  of  land  or  anything  else. — 


*  Thifl  amount  was  sabeeqnentIjaIlowe<l> 
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Messrs.  Smith  and  Gray  held  their  councils  by  themselves.  Many 
of  the  certificates  after  being  signed  and  filled  out  were  put  into 
market  and  sold  like  any  other  property.  Some  were  sent  to  New 
York.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  certificates  to  a  large  amount 
are  out  upon  which  no  money  was  paid  into  the  treasury.  The 
due  bill  given  by  Wm.  A.  Barstow  to  the  treasurer,  included  the 
amount  due  on  land  sold  in  November,  taken  in  the  name  of  Pe- 
ter G.  Jones  and  Wm.  H.  Gleason,  and  also  included  the  amount 
of  some  slips  in  the  office.  These  slips  are  the  pieces  of  paper 
spoken  of  above,  and  were  for  small  amounts  of  money  had  at 

different  times  by  him,  upon  which  was  written  "Good  for  " 

the  amount  being  specified  on  the  paper. 

(Signed)  D.  M.  SEAYEH. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  8th  day  of  August,  1856. 
John  F,  Potter,  Sec.  of  Com. 


No.  2. 

J).  M.  Seavery  on  the  29th  day  of  August,  A,  D.  1856,  appear- 
ed before  the  committee  and  says,  that  in  his  examination  taken 
before  the  committee  on  the  8th  instant,  he  stated  that  the  due 
bill  given  by  Wm.  A.  Barstow  to  the  treasurer,  Charles  Kuehn, 
was  given  in  payment  in  part  for  school  lands  purchased  by  Wm. 
A.  Gleason ;  that  since  that  time  I  have  become  satisfied  that  I 
was  mistaken  in  this  respect,  and  that  no  part  of  the  due  bill  was 
^ven  for  lands  purchased  by  said  Gleason,  or  for  any  other  pur- 

ifiaTv&is  benefit, 
memorandum^®^  myself  on  thia  matter  from  an  examination  of  a 
•■iven  ^h\r.h  -^--^unt  made  ao  vi^^  time  the  due  bill  was 

oiven,  which  memorandu.^  is  now  in  the  nr..     •         w  a 
Barstow  as  I  suppose.  P^-^ssion  of  Wm.  A. 

D.  M.  SfiAYER. 
Subscribed  before  me,  this  29th  day  of  May,  1856 
D.  Taylor. 


GharlesKuehn  sworn. — I  am  the  treasurer  of  the  state.  I  took 
possession  of  the  oflSce  on  the  12th  day  of  January  last.  From 
the  time  I  came  into  the  office  until  I  settled  with  Mr.  Janssen,  I 
kept  the  money,  which  was  paid  into  the  treasury  after  that  date, 
separate  from  the  money  which  was  already  in  the  treasury.  Mr. 
Janssen  requested  me  to  hold  on  for  a  few  days  until  Mr.  Seaver 
could  look  up  the  vouchers  and  settle  the  accounts.  I  did  so,  and 
after  a  week  or  ten  days  I  told  Mr.  Janssen  that  I  could  not 
wait  longer.  Soon  after  the  resolution  of  the  senate  came  down, 
calling  upon  me  to  report  the  amount  of  money  in  the  treasury, 
which  was  paid  me  by  my  predecessor.  I  then  told  Mr.  Janssen 
that  he  must  settle  the  accounts.  He  said  he  thought  Seaver  would 
be  able  to  make  it  out.  That  Seaver  said  he  was  short  some  five 
or  six  thousand  dollars.  But  on  a  further  examination  it  was 
found  that  he  was  short  some  thirty-five  thousand  dollars.  That 
amount  was  after\\ards  reduced  to  about  thirty-one  thousand  dol- 
lars, by  vouchers  that  had  not  been  entered,  &c.  At  the  time  of 
my  settlement  with  Janssen  I  had  from  him  a  due  bill  against 
William  A.  Barstow  for  seven  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  ($712), 
which  I  receipted  for  as  cash.  It  is  now  in  my  possession,  I  do 
not  know  what  it  was  given  for.  The  due  bill  was  given  after  I 
came  into  office  and  reads  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  Madison,  February  2,  1856. 

"  Good  to  Charles  Keuhn,  to  be  receipted  on  account  of 
salary  and  appropriation,  seven  hundred  and  twelve  and  92-100 
dollars.  (Signed) 

W.  A.  Barstow.",^ 

I  know  of  no  overpayments  by  Janssen  to  any  ongygx-paid 
Judge  Smith,  whom  I  found  H        booK«  ^ 
on  his  salary  one  hun^-ci  dollars.  It  wa.  deducted 
quarter's  saLy  .^a  credited  to  Janssen.  I  was  P---^^^^^^^^^^^ 
desk  which  w'h.  Besley,  chief  clerk  in  the  school  land  office, 
used,  was  broken  open.    There  was  a  lot  of  papers  m  the  desk, 
among  them  a  letter  from  some  person  in  the  city  of  New  Yorlr, 
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addressed  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Besley.  It  seemed  to  be  from  a  particu- 
lar friend  of  Mr.  Besley,  and  said  something  about  school  land 
certificates.  I  do  not  recollect  particularly  about  the  contents  of 
the  letter.  Mr.  Powers  had  the  letter  in  his  possession  afterwards. 

The  way  the  desk  happened  to  be  broken  open  was  this  : — Mr. 
Powers,  chief  clerk  in  the  school  land  office,  and  successor  of  Mr. 
Besley,  informed  me  one  day  during  the  session  of  the  legislature 
that  Mr.  Halpin  was  in  the  office  and  demanded  a  desk  which  was 
there,  as  being  the  private  property  of  Mr.  Besley.  I  objected 
to  the  desk  being  taken  without  having  it  sealed  up.  I  then  in- 
formed Col.  Jones,  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  circumstances,  who, 
with  some  members  of  the  committee  of  investigation  and  myself, 
proceeded  to  Mr.  Halpin's  office,  where  the  desk  had  been  taken. 
The  desk  was  opened  in  the  presence  of  Col.  Jones,  the  attorney 
general,  Messrs.  Worthington,  Taylor  and  others,  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  the  papers  taken  out  and  examined.  Among  them  was 
this  letter.  I  think  Mr.  Janssen  has  a  copy  of  the  letter: — I  here- 
with exhibit  two  letters,  one  from  W.  P.  Derrickson  to  E.  H. 
Janssen,  dated  Milwaukee,  July  15th,  1855,  covering  a  draft  on 
the  State  Bank,  Madison,  for  $25  50,  to  pay  interest  on  lots  25 
and  30,  section  16,  town  10,  range  22,  Ozaukee  county.  Also 
one  from  W.  H.  Besley,  in  reply  to  the  above,  dated  Madison, 
July  24th,  1855,  and  addressed  to  W»  P.  Derrickson,  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

Sir : — Your  favor  covering  draft  on  State  Bank  for  $25  50  is  re- 
ceived. We  have  to  charge  you  a  penalty.  The  law  is  inexorable. 
The  amount  required  to  be  paid  is  $17  94. 

Kespectfully  yours, 

W.  H.  Besley." 
It  does  not  appear  from  the  treasury  books  that  the  $25  50,  or 
any  part  of  it,  was  ever  paid  into  the  treasury.    The  money,  by 
a  memDrandum  on  the  letter,  appears  to  have  gone  into  the  hands 
of  Carl  Habich,  a  clerk  in  the  treasury  office. 

(Signed)         CHAELES  KEUHI^,  S.  T. 
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Subscribed  and  eworu  to  before  me,  this  15tb  day  of  Aagnst, 
1856, 

John  F.  Potter,  Secretary  of  Com. 

Carl  Uabich  swoim  : — I  came  into  the  treasury  office  in  Aprii^ 
1864.    When  I  went  into  the  office  Mr.  Janssen  told  me  that  he 
wished  me  to  assist  him  in  keeping  the  books,  receiving  money 
at  the  counter,  &c.    Mr.  D.  M.  Seaver  was  assistant  treasurer.  I 
had  no  charge  of  the  vaults,  or  of  the  cash  account  of  the  trea- 
surer.   The  business  of  the  school  land  office  was  trangacted  in 
the  treasurer's  office  up  to  June  or  Jul}^,  1854.    After  the  school 
land  office  was  removed  from  the  treasurer's  office,  the  clerks  in 
the  school  land  office  would  bring  into  the  treasurer's  office 
blank  certificates  to  be  signed  by  the  treasurer,  sometimes  three 
or  four  hundred.    The  treasurer  and  secretary  of  state  would 
sign  them,  and  let  them  go  back  to  the  school  land  office.  Mr. 
Seaver  was  in  the  habit  of  entering  school  lands  and  selling  certi- 
ficates.   While  I  was  in  the  office,  I  sometimes  acknowledged  the 
assignments;  he  had  on  hand  quite  a  number  of  certificates  ;  1 
do  not  know  how  many.    He  had  a  tin  box,  say  12  inches  by  8 
or  10,  and  8  or  10  inches  deep,  nearly  full  of  papers,  and  in  my 
opinion  the  most  of  them  certificates ;  when  he  went  away  he 
took  them  with  him.    I  do  not  think  any  cash  book  was  kept  in 
the  office  showing  the  daily  transactions  of  the  office.   When  Mr. 
Janssen  was  here,  Mr.  Seaver  was  always  punctually  at  the  office 
in   good  season   and  attentive  to  his  business ;  but  when  Mr. 
Janssen  was  absent,  which  was  much  of  the  time  on  account  of 
sickness  and  other  domestic  troubles,  Mr.  Seaver  was  absent  from 
the  office  a  great  part  of  the  time,  inattentive  and  careless  about 
the  business  of  the  office.     Mr.  Seaver  attended  the  "  land 
sales"  three — tiyiaA  ife  the  summer  of  1854  in  Iowa  county,  last 
summer  in  T^tiupacca  county,  and  last  fall  on  the  Mississippi. 
When  Mr.  Seaver  returned  from  these  sales  he  did  not  count  the 
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money  to  my  knowledge.  When  he  returned  from  the  last  sales 
in  Jackson  and  Monroe  counties,  he  did  not  count  the  money  he 
brought,  but  stowed  it  away  in  the  vault  and  safe  without  count- 
ing. The  money  accruing  from  the  sales  in  each  county,  was 
included  in  one  general  stub ;  if  that  money  was  deficient,  it 
could  not  afterwards  be  ascertained.  I  have  seen  large  numbers 
of  the  Ludington  certificates  delivered  at  ditferent  times,  but  I  do 
not  remember  of  ever  having  seen  any  money  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury on  them  ;  I  should  probably  have  seen  the  money  paid  if  it 
had  been.  An  account  was  kept  with  the  Bank  of  the  West,  and 
these  certificates  were  generally  delivered  over  to  the  cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  the  West ;  I  suppose  the  bank  kept  an  account  of 
them,  and  gave  the  treasurer  credit  for  them.  Mr.  Seaver  kept 
accounts  with  individuals  on  slips  of  paper  which  were  put  into 
the  drawer ;  he  would  let  money  go  to  different  persons,  and 
make  no  other  account  of  it  than  to  pat  it  on  those  slips. 

The  governor,  secretary  of  state,  attorney  general  and  clerka 
in  theofiices,  were  in  the  habit  of  getting  money  on  these  slips. 
At  the  sales  of  school  lands  in  Outagamie  county,  in  December, 
1854r,  I  was  present ;  there  were  some  of  the  lands  run  np  to  $70 
per  forty  acres  lot,  and  the  bids  were  forfeited  ;  next  morning  the 
lands  were  re  offered,  and  sold  at  ten  shillings  per  acre.  I  do  not 
remember  the  names  of  the  persons  who  forfeited  their  bids.  The 
writing  in  the  margin  of  the  sale  book  opposite  sections  21  and 
22,  town  25,  range  18,  in  the  county  of  St.  Croix,  in  the  words — 
"To  be  kept  for  Wra.  A.  Barstow,"  is  in  my  opinion  the  hand- 
writing of  Daniel  M.  Seaver.  The  money  which  was  sent  by  a 
draft  on  the  State  Bank,  by  W.  P.  Dcirrickson  in  July  1855,  to 
pay  interest  on  the  amount  due  from  him,  was  received  ;  it  was 
never  placed  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Derrickson,  because  there  was  a 
penalty  to  be  paid  which  he  did  not  send  ;  but  the  money  went 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Janssen.  It  is  the  rule  of  the  commission- 
ers to  charge  penalties  whenever  they  accrued,  so  far  as  I  know 
the  rule  of  the  office.  (Signed)       CARL  HABISH. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  this  15th  day  of  August, 
A.  D.  1856. 
John  F.  Potteb,  Sec.  of  Com. 

James  Halpvri  sworn : — I  have  been  employed  eight  years 
about  the  capitol,  as  superintendent  of  public  property.  Daniel 
Seaver  had  charge  of  the  treasury  department  the  most  of  the 
time  during  Mr.  Janssen's  term  of  office.  Mr.  Janssen  was  not 
there  much  of  the  time,  I  was  in  and  out  of  the  treasury  office 
frequently,  two  or  three  times  per  day,  I  knew  Mr.  Seaver's  habis 
of  life.  He  was  frequently  intoxicated.  I  have  seen  him  in  the 
office  attempting  to  do  business  when  he  was  too  drunk  to  do  it. 
On  one  occasion  Mr.  Seaver  and  Henry  C.  Parser  were  both  in 
the  vault,  and  both  intoxicated.  When  I  looked  into  the  vault  they 
were  looking  at  the  money — the  drawers  were  out — Seaver  was 
more  intoxicated  than  Parker.  I  turned  them  both  out  of  the  vault 
— locked  the  vault  up,  put  the  key  into  Dan  Seaver's  pocket  and 
turned  then  out  of  the  office.  1  took  the  key  of  the  outside  door 
and  gave  it  to  Martin  the  watchman.  Martin  told  me  one  morn- 
ing that  Seaver  was  in  the  vault  at  eleven  o'clock  the  night  be- 
fore, and  it  was  his  impression  that  he  took  money  out.  Curt 
"Wicks  who  kept  a  grocery  here  in  town,  whose  brother  kept  a 
"  gambling  house  "  in  Madison  called  the  "  Tiger,"  told  me  the 
next  day  that  Seaver  the  night  previous  lost  eleven  hundred  dol- 
lars in  gold  in  playing  at  "  Faro."  Seaver  lived  extravagantly,  I 
should  say  above  his  means.  At  one  time  I  went  to  the  treasury 
office  and  drew  out  three  thousand  dollars  for  which  I  gave 
Seaver  a  voucher.  Seaver  paid  me  the  money.  He  had  been 
drinking  and  was  the  worse  for  liquor.  He  made  no  account  of 
the  money  and  lost  the  voucher.  Tiiis  was  afterwards  made  right 
by  the  investigating  committee  and  the  payment  was  credited  to 
Janssen.  Seaver  has  frequently  lent  me  money  from  the  treasu- 
ry for  which  I  would  give  him  a  due  bill.  He  was  in  the  habit  of 
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doing  tliis  with  others.  AVhen  Seaver  went  to  attend  the  sale  at 
Waupacca  last  July,  I  asked  him  to  buy  me  two  lots  of  schoc\ 
land.  He  did  so,  but  he  sold  it  on  his  way  home,  and  Inever  got 
the  land.  Sea\^er  told  me  that  he  entered  the  land  and  disposed  of 
it.  He  also  told  me  he  bought  land  for  Martin  and  sold  it  again. 
About  a  year  since  Seaver  told  me  he  had  two  thousand  dollars  t 
of  sfock  in  the  La  Crosse  railroad  and  he  offered  to  s^ll  it  to  me 
for  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  I  was  with  Seaver  in  Milwaukee  pre- 
vious to  the  Ludington  purchase.  I  heard  some  conversation  be- 
tween Seave-r  and  Ludington  about  the  purchase,  Seaver  told 
Ludington  that  there  was  a  great  chance  for  speculation.  My  im- 
pression is  that  Seaver  had  an  interest  in  the  Bank  of  the  West" 
to  the  amount  of  two  thousand  dollars,  and  that  he  exchanged 
this  stock  with  Mr.  Ludington,  for  the  La  Crosse  railroad  stock. 
"The  Bank  of  the  West"  was  established,  I  think  a  short  time 
before  the  Ludington  purchase.  I  rotiirned  on  the  cars  from  Mil; 
watikee  with  Mr.  Seaver  and  Di*.  Hunt.  Seaver  said  to  Doct. 
Hunt  in  my  presence,  while  the  cars  were  stopping  at  Eagle  that 
the'school  lands  were  all  sold.  Hunt  said  he  was  sorry  for  he 
wanted  some  of  them.  Seaver  took  out  of  his  pocket  a  paper 
and  showed  it  to  Hunt.  Hunt  said  this  had  nothing  to  do  with 
"  sciiool  lands."  Seaver  said  it  had.  It  was  an  assignment  of 
the  two  thousand  dollars  of  stock  in  the  "  Bank  of  the  West." 
Seaver  made  his  brags  that  he  had  got  this  assignment  of  stock 
and  had  made  it  clear,  and  more  too,  by  the  "  Ludington  pur- 
ah^eP  Seaver  told  me  that  he  afterwards  exchanged  this  bank 
stock  for  La  Crosse  railroad  stock.  He  afterwards  took  out  of  his 
pocket  an  other  paper  and  showed  it  to  us,  which  was  an  applica- 
tion of  Mr.  Ludington  for  all  the  unsold  school  lands. 

(Signed)  JAMES  HALPIK 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  21st  day  of  August  A.  D, 
1856. 

John.  ¥.  Potter,  Sec'y  of  Committee. 
7 
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Matthias  Martin  sworn : — I  have  been  emplojed  as  watchman 
in  the  treasurer's  office  for  four  years  and  three  months,  which  in- 
eluded  all  the  time  that  Mr.  Janssen  was  treasurer.  Daniel  Sea- 
ver  was  deputy  treasurer  during  that  time.  I  stayed  in  the  treas- 
urer's office  every  night — had  nothing  to  do  with  the  office  in  the 
day  time.  During  the  time  I  was  there,  Mr.  Seaver  came  into 
the  office  about  eleven  o'clock  one  night,  opened  the  vault  and  re- 
mained there  about  ten  minutes.  I  do  not  know  what  he  was  do- 
ing, I  was  too  far  from  the  vault  to  hear  any  noise  in  it.  Liquor 
was  kept  in  the  vault  sometimes.  This  was  during  Janssen's  first 
term.  Seaver  came  into  the  office  another  time  during  Janssen's 
second  term,  about  11  o'clock  at  night  and  opened  the  vault;  he  re- 
mained in  there  about  fifteen  minutes.  I  dont  know  what  he  did 
there.  Sometime  during  the  third  year  of  Janssen's  term,  I  went 
into  the  office  one  evening  between  five  and  six  o'clock,  and  Mr. 
Seaver  was  sleeping  in  a  chair,  intoxicated.  The  vault  was  open. 
Another  person,  a  stranger  to  me  was  present,  who  said  he  was  a 
school  mate  of  Seaver's.  He  was  sober,  and  was  reading  a  news- 
paper. Seaver  afterwards  told  me  that  this  stranger  was  from 
New  York.  I  have  frequently  seen  Seaver  in  the  day  time,  dur- 
ring  Janssen's  term,  laying  on  the  sofa,  in  the  office,  intoxicated. 
At  the  time  I  found  Seaver  there  with  the  stranger,  I  called  Doct. 
Hunt  from  the  secretary's  office,  who  came  in  and  locked  the  vauU 
and  took  the  key.  I  requested  Seaver  at  one  time  when  he  wae 
going  to  attend  the  sale  of  "  school  lands  "  in  Clark  county,  last 
fall,  to  purchase  a  quarter  section  of  land  for  me.  He  did  so,  but 
never  gave  me  the  certificate.  I  dont  know  what  he  did  with  it. 
Tne  land  now  stands  on  the  sales  books  to  me,  and  the  interest  is 
paid,  but  I  did  not  pay  it.  I  tendered  the  money  for  the  certifi- 
cate but  I  could  not  get  it.  Seaver  told  me  that  Dr.  Hunt,  the 
assistant  secretary  of  state,  had  got  the  land.  Seaver  told  the 
boys  that  he  had  got  land  for  all  of  us,  when  he  came  back  from 
the  sales  in  the  spring,  but  we  did  not  get  the  land. 

(Signed)  MATTHIAS  MARTIN. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  this  2l8t  day  of  August,  A. 
D.  1866. 

John  F.  Potter,  Sec.  of  Com. 

John  A,  Byrne  sworn : — I  was  clerk  in  the  school  land  oflSce 
from  July,  1854,  up  to  February  last.  While  I  was  in  the  office, 
it  was  customary  to  have  the  school  land  certificates  signed  in 
blank  by  all  the  commissioners  and  kept  in  the  school  land  office. 
A  large  number  were  signeJ  at  one  time,  and  brought  into  the 
office  and  were  tilled  out  as  occasion  required.  They  were  not 
kept  locked  up,  but  were  accessible  to  any  one  in  the  office.  The 
elerks  in  the  office  who  were  notaries  were  in  the  constant  habit 
of  filling  up  the  certificates  of  acknowledgement  on  the  land  cer. 
tificates  and  signing  their  names  to  such  certificates  without  eith- 
er of  the  commissioners  being  present.  This  was  done  with  the 
knowledge  and  by  the  consent  of  the  commissioners.  I  am  un- 
der the  impression  from  information  which  I  obtained  from  Mr. 
Besley  or  Mr.  Frary  that  Mr.  Besley  used  Mr.  Howell's  name  in^, 
the  entry  of  school  lands  by  permission  of  Mr.  H  )well.  I  refuse 
to  answer  the  question  whether  or  not  I  was  directly  or  indirectly 
interested  in  the  entry  of  lands  in  HowelPs  name.  It  was  cus- 
tomary while  I  was  in  the  office  to  deliver  certificates  of  school 
lands  to  certain  parties  on  their  promise  to  settle  with  the  treasur- 
er lor  them.  We  had  no  means  of  knowing  whether  they  were 
paid  for,  unless  we  examined  the  books  of  the  treasurer  and  secre-^ 
tary  of  state.  I  do  not  remember  that  we  ever  examined  these 
books  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  payment  had  been  made. 
The  clerks  employed  in  the  several  departments  of  the  state  usu- 
ally kept  a  deposit  with  the  treasurer  to  meet  any  amount,  which 
might  be  due  for  certificates  taken  by  them.  They  usually  took 
their  certificates  and  said  they  would  settle  with  the  treasurer  fop 
them.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  did  so  or  not.  I  was  not  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  interested  in  the  sale  of  certificates  sent  to 
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New  York  to  be  sold.    I  received  letters  from^  Mr..  Pharles  .1. 
K^iie  in  New  York,  requesting  rne  to  pay  interest  on  certificates 
which  he  held.    He  sent  the  money  to  pay  such  interest,  sending 
the  numbers  of  certificates,  &q.    Tlie  letter  was  received  on  the 
6th  day  of  March,  1856.    I  wrote  him  that  penalties  had  attach- 
ed and  he  sent  the  money  to  pay  them.    Afterwards  the  legisla- 
ture extended  the  time  of  payment,  and  I  remitted  the  surplus. 
While  I  was  in  the  office  we  always  insisted  upon  the  payment  of 
penalties  whenever  they  attached.    These  were  our  instructions.  • 
Mi*.  !Besley  went  to  New  York  several  times  whil^  he^.wap^chi^f 
clerk  in  the  office,  and  while  I  was  there.    I  did  enter  school  lands 
while  I  was  in  the  office  in  the  name  of  Mr.  McKinnon.    I  asked 
Geo.'B.  Srnith,  the  attorney  general,  one  of  the  commissioners,  if 
I  could  enter. lands  and  he  gave  me  permission  to  do  so.,,  ^Befpr^e*^ 
this  time  I  used  my  own  name  in  the  purchase  of  lands.  Dani^ljj^ 
M.  Seaver  often  made  out  certificates  and  took  them  from  ik^,^ 
school  land  office.    I  do  not  know  v/ho  they  were  for  or  wko^^.^i 
name  wag*  in  them.    The  school  land  commissioners  never  madfl  |^ 
any  thorough  examination  into  the  affairs  of  the  office  while, 
was  there.    They  never  gave  us  any  general  rules.    There  was  no  , 
thorough  system  about  the  office.    I  have  no  recollection  that  Mr. 
Besley  when  he  went  to  New  York  left  any  money  with  me,  or 
made  any  arrangements  with  me  for  the  payment  of  money  due  . 
on  a  patent  issued  to  him  for  section  16,  town  23,  range  22,  in 
Brown  county.    He  left  money  on  deposit  in  the  Dane  County 
Bank,  subject  to  my  check,  which  I  was  to  pay  on  his  matters  ai^4f 
which  I  did  pay.    Bat  I  paid  nothing  on  this  patent.    Mr.  Besley 
went  to  New  York  in  January.    The  patent  was  issued  Sept.  14:th, 
1855.  -'^^''^ 

'      ^"^(Signed)  JOHN  A.  BYRNE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  this  23d  day  of  August,  A. 
D.  1856.,^ief,ji,       h  [■ 

John  F.  Potter,  Sec,  of  Com. 
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rrf  b©!      l)aa  iao  bolih  o^lu  u  i . 

;  -  A  •  f  .      ,  .  > 

e/<?A7i  J..  Byrne  sworn. — On  the  29th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1856, 
appeared  before  committee  and  says: — Before  I  entered  any 
school  lands  for  myself  whilst  I  was  acting  as  a  clerk  in  school  land 
office,  I  asked  permission  to  do  so  of  the  three  commissioners. 
They  said  they  had  no  objection  to  my  doing  so.  At  a  subsequent 
time  the  attorney  general  found  that  I  had  purchased  a  large 
quantity.  He  then  objected  to  it,  and  said  I  should  not  have 
bought  so  much.  The  attorney  general  said  when  I  asked  per- 
mission to  buy,  he  supposed  I  only  wanted  to  buy  160  or  320 
acres.  This  objection  was  made  in  the  presence  of  Secretary  Gray 
and  Dr.  Fox.  At  this  conversation,  I  contended  that  I  had  a  perfect 
right  to  enter  school  land,  and  if  the  commissioners  considered 
the  entering  of  school  lands  inconsistent  with  my  duty  as  a  clerk, 
I  was  willing  to  be  discharged.  This  was  about  the  time  I  enter- 
ed those  forfeited  lands,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1854:.  I  remained 
in  the  office  as  a  clerk  til).  1856.  I  entered  some  school  lands  be- 
tween the  fall  of  1854:  and  the  month  of  March,  1855.  These  last 
lands  were  entered  m  my  own  name.  Neither  of  the  commission- 
ers had  any  interest  in  any  lands  entered  by  me.  ,  No  lands  were 
entered  for  the  benefit  of  the  commissioners  by  any  person  to  liiy 
knowledge.  ^thito' 

(Signed)         JOHN  A.  BYENE. 

Taken  and  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  August  A.  D» 
1866. 

D.  Taylor. 

Charles  Huggins  sworn : — I  was  clerk  in  the  school  land  office 
from  July,  1855,  to  some  time  in  February  last.  While  I  was  in 
tJie  office,  the  practice  was  for  the  commissioners  to  sign  the  cer- 
tificate for  school  lands  in  blank.  The  treasurer,  secretary  of  state, 
and  attorney  general,  signed  three  or  four  hundred  at  a  time,  and 
they  were  filled  up  in  the  land  office  as  occasion  required.  The 
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•ertiiScates  of  acknowledgment  were  also  filled  ORt  and  signed  by 
the  clerk,  who  was  a  notary,  without  either  of  the  commissioners 
being  present.  This  was  the  general  practice.  The  blank  certifi- 
cates, signed  by  the  commissioners,  laid  in  piles  in  the  office,  and 
any  one  could  take  them  and  fill  them  out  that  chose  to  do  so. 

I  have  known  lands  to  be  entered  upon  the  sales  book  in  the 
office,  in  pencil,  as  though  they  were  sold,  when  I  knew  they 
were  not  sold.  If  persons  came  to  purchase  these  lands  they  did 
not  get  them.  I  have  known  lands  to  be  marked  sold  by  persons 
in  the  office  to  accommodate  some  friend  or  friends,  and  these 
lands  were  considered  sold  until  these  friends  had  an  opportunity 
to  go  and  examine  the  lands.  I  have  known  considerable  of  it  td 
be  done.  lo  answer  to  the  question  of  the  committee  if  I  have 
known  Mr.  Byrne  and  Mr.  Burke,  clerks  in  the  office,  to  mark 
lands  sold,  for  the  benefit  of  friends,  when  the  lands  were  unsolc^ 
I  answer,  I  have  known  them  to  do  it. 

I  cannot  tell  what  the  object  was  of  entering  opposite  sections 
21  and  22,  town  25,  range  18,  in  pencil,  "to  be  kept  for  W.  A. 
Barstow,"  nor  do  I  know  whose  hand  writing  it  is. 

(Signed)         CH'S.  HUGGHSTS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  the  15th  day  of  August,  A.  P. 
1«66.  ''"""'^ 
(Signed)   John  F.  Potteb,  Sec.  of  Com. 


Hmen  Powers  Sworn : — I  was  chief  clerk  in  the  school  land 
office  from  about  the  19th  of  February  to  the  26th  of  June  of  the 
present  year.  I  was  also  clerk  in  the  office  about  three  weeks  be- 
fore I  was  appointed  chief  clerk  this  year.  I  was  also  clerk  in 
the  office  in  the  winters  of  1853  and  1854.  It  was  always  cus- 
tomary to  fill  out  the  certificates  of  acknowledgement  of  school 
land  certificates,  and  for  the  officer  taking  the  acknowledgement 
to  sign  the  certificate  without  either  of  the  commissioners  being 
present    I  never  knew  of  an  instance  of  the  officer  taking  the  a«-^ 
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fcii  owledgement,  going  to  either  of  the  commissioners  to  receive 
lis  acknowledgement.  I^early  all  the  clerks  in  the  office  were 
aotaries.  I  signed  the  certificates  of  acknowledgement  of  several 
kundredschool  land  certificates  as  notary  public"  while  I  was  in 
Uie  office.  In  1853,  and  1854  and  1855,  it  was  usual  for  the  school 
land  certificates  to  be  signed  in  blank  by  the  attorney  general, 
iecretary  of  state,  and  sometimes  by  the  treasurer.  I  filled  and  sign- 
ed the  certificates  of  acknowledgement  of  land  certifi-cates  under 
the  general  rule  of  the  office  which  I  found  when  I  went  there. — 
When  I  went  into  the  office  as  chief  clerk,  Mr.  Bjrne,  who  had 
^een  clerk  there  up  to  the  time  of  my  going  in,  sometime  about 
the  last  of  February,  1856,  had  seven  certificates  for  certain  lots 
«f  land,  purporting  to  have  been  entered  sometime  about  the  first 
1^  January,  1856,  under  Mr.  Janssen's  administration,  by  Henry 
Jackson,  I  think.  The  certificates  were  not  signed  by  Mr.  Jans- 
ien,  the  treasurer.  Mr.  Byrne  seemed  anxious  about  them  ;  said 
lie  had  not  paid  the  money  on  them,  and  wanted  it  fixed  up.  I 
t#ld  him  I  did  not  know  what  1  could  do  about  it,  as  Janssen  had 
not  signed  the  certificates  and  was  then  out  of  office.  He  thought 
«  he  could  sign  them  as  of  prior  date,  having  been  in  office  at  the 
date. 

I  proposed  laying  the  facts  before  the  commissioners,  but  he 
thought  this  would  be  unnecessary.  I  did,  however,  present  the 
facts  to  the  commissioners,  and  they  directed  me  to  say  to  Mr, 
Byrne  that  they  would  hold  the  original  application  good,  and  that 
«iew  certificates  could  issue,  which  was  done.  I  know  nothing  of 
4he  interest  which  Mr.  Byrne  had  in  those  certificates.  Five  of 
these  certificates  were  located  in  town  22,  range  17,  section  24,  and 
4iwo  of  them  in  town  22,  range  IT,  section  2T.  I  am  not  positive 
about  the  name,  but  I  think  it  was  Henry  Jackson.  It  appears 
hj  the  books  in  the  school  land  office  that  on  the  first  day  of  May^ 
1854,  certificates  issued  to  James  Ludington  for  the  whole  of 
section  16,  town  23,  range  22,  in  Brown  county.  These  lands 
were  sold  to  Ludington  for  not  less  than  ten  shillings  per  aare, 
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and  some  of  them  for  more  than  that,  and  it  appears  he  has  paid 
the  interest  up  to  1856.  This  same  land  was  afterwards  sold  to 
Daniel  Howell  for  one  shilling  per  acre,  and  $3  86  on  each  forty 
for  expenses  for  appraisal,  (fee,  and  certificates  issued  to  him;  he  only 
paying  86  cents  of  the  principal  on  each  forty  acre  lot,  while  the  oth- 
^er  certificates  to  Ludington  were  still  uncancelled  and  unrecalled- 
On  the  14:th  day  of  September,  1855,  a  patent  issued  to  Walter 
H.  Besley  for  the  same  land,  as  appears  by  the  patent  book,  the 
number  of  the  patent  being  709.  I  have  made  diligent  search  in 
the  oflSce,  and  I  cannot  find  any  evidence  that  the  Howell  cer- 
tificates have  ever  been  paid  or  recalled,  or  that  anything  was 
paid  on  the  issue  of  the  patent.  The  ]N"os.  of  the  certificates  to 
Howell  are  from  192  to  209,  both  inclusive.  I  cannot  find  any 
evidence  that  these  lands  were  ever  appraised  previous  to  the  sale 
to  Ludington. 

When  I  came  into  the  oflSce  I  found  among  the  certificates  fou^ 
in  the  name  of  Eichard  Packham,  for  lands  in  Dunn  county .-t-. 
The  Nos.  of  these  certificates  were,  I  think,  85, 86,  87  and  88,  they 
were  unpaid  as  I  was  told  by  Mr.  Byrne,  and  as  appeared  by  the 
envelope  containing  said  certificates.  These  lands  purported  to 
have  been  paid  for  on  the  sales  books ;  subsequently,  Mr.  Gray,  just 
before  the  legislature  adjourned  last  April,  ofl*ered  to  pay  the 
amount  due  on  them,  sajing  the  land  was  for  a  friend  of  his. — 
Three  months  had  t^  en  intervened  between  the  date  and  the  offer 
of  Mr.  Gray  to  pay  the  amount  due  on  these  lands.  The  com- 
missioners permitted  Mr.  Gray  to  pay  the  money  which  was  en- 
tered to  Janssen's  account,  as  I  was  informed  in  the  secretary's 
office,  and  the  certificates  delivered  to  him.  I  saw  a  letter  which 
was  written  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Besley,  by  some  one  in  New  York, 
about  school  land  certificates  and  other  matters.  It  was  placed 
in  my  hands  by  Mr.  Keuhn,  the  state  treasurer,  who  said  it  was 
foun(f  among  other  papers  by  the  committee  and  school  land  com- 
missioners, in  the  desk  taken  from  the  land  office.  The  Mr.  Gray, 
whom  I  referred  to  as  speaking  about  the  payment  of  the  four 
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school  land  certificates,  in  Dann  county,  was  A.  T.  Gray.  The  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Besley  from  some  one  in  New  York,  referred  to  with- 
in, was  taken  away  by  Mr.  Besley  from  the  school  land  office,  after 
he  had  examined  the  papers  by  permission  of  Col.  Jones,  the 
secretary  of  state.  I  cannot  state  the  contents  of  the  letter,  as  I 
never  read  but  a  small  part  of  it,  in  presence  of  Mr.  Besley,  who 
when  he  saw  me  reading  it,  took  it  away,  saying  it  was  his  private 
property.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  of  any  school 
land  certificates  being  issued  and  delivered  to  any  person  without 
the  required  payment  down,  all  I  know  on  the  subject  is  by  hear- 
say. 

(Signed)  HAYEN  POWERS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  this  13th  day  of  August,  A. 
D.  1856. 

John  F.  Potter,  Sec.  of  Com. 

E^ra  H,  Gleason  sworn  : — I  was  not  present  at  the  sale  of 
school  lands  last  fall  in  Clark  county,  neither  did  I  authorize  any 
person  to  bid  oif  lands  for  me,  or  in  my  name,  at  that  sale  ;  I  have 
no  knowledge  for  whose  benefit  those  lands  were  purchased. 
About  a  year  ago  last  spring,  D.  M.  Seaver  requested  me  to  per- 
mit him  to  use  my  name  in  the  purchase  of  four  or  five  lots  in 
Chippewa,  St.  Croix,  or  La  Crosse  counties,  and  I  gave  him  per- 
misiion  to  do  so ;  the  certificates  for  these  lots  I  afterwards 
assigned  over  to  him  at  his  request.  These  are  the  only  lands 
that  were  ever  entered  in  my  name  for  the  benefit  of  other  parties 
by  my  consent.  I  have  never  attended  any  public  sale  of  school 
lands  in  this  state  ;  I  have  entered  lands  at  private  entry  at  the 
school  land  office ;  say  about  600  acres  in  Grant  county,  about  two 
years  ago  last  May  ;  80  acres  in  Iowa  county  ;  between  300  and 
400  acres  in  Dane  county,  all  about  the  same  time  ;  in  February 
last  80  acres  in  Adams  county.    These  include  all  the  lands  pur" 
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ehased  by  me  in  my  name,  except  Eome  forfeited  lands  wliidi 
were  purchased  originally  by  Michael  Holmes. 

(Signed)  EZRA  H.  GLEASOIfv 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  this  8th  day  of  Augustp  A*  0. 
186(5, 

(Signed)   JoHir  F.  Pottbr,  See.  of  Com. 

No.  8. 

K  H.  GleasoTi's  etatement : — I  wish  further  to  state  in  additiom 
to  the  above,  that  (I  think  in  May  1855)  I  did  give  to  Walter  Bes- 
ley  a  power  of  attorney  (special  as  I  understood)  to  sell  and  dis- 
pose of  school  land  in  the  counties  of  La  Crosse  and  St.  Oroix, 
and  for  no  other  purpose.  Subsequently,  however,  that  was 
revoked  or  done  away  with  by  my  executing  the  certificates  in 
blank,  thinking  that  the  better  way,  and  I  supposed,  of  course,  that 
the  power  of  attorney  was  destroyed.  That  being  the  only  in- 
strument of  the  kind  I  am  aware  of  ever  having  given  to  any 
one,  and  this  in  the  way  and  manner  above  specified. 

(Signed)         EZRA  H.  GLEASON . 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  6th  day  of  September 
A.  D.  1856. 

D,  Taylor,  Chairman  of  Committee. 

Daniel  Howell  sworn : — I  have  no  interest  in  any  purchase  of 
school  lands  in  this  state  out  of  Jefferson  county,  and  I  never  au- 
thorized the  purchase  of  any  lands  for  me,  or  in  my  name.  I  never 
authorized  any  person  to  use  my  name  in  the  entry  of  the  lands 
which  purport  to  have  been  entered  in  my  name  in  the  countiea 
of  Brown,  Kewaunee,  Wood,  Portage  and  Adams,  or  any  other 
«ototy  than  Jefferson,  and  I  knew  nothing  of  their  entries  mntfl 
I  was  called  upon  to  sign  the  assignments  to  certificates. 
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1  have  no  means  of  knowing  or  telling  how  many  of  these  as- 
signments I  have  signed. 

Mr.  Frarj  was  the  person  who  bronghfc  those  to  me  to  sign. 
This  was  while  I  was  at  Madison  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1855. 
I  shonld  think  there  were  two  or  three  hundred  of  these  certifi- 
oates  that  I  signed.  I  do  not  know  where  Mr.  Frary  obtained 
them. 

I  did  not  retain  any  of  these  certificates,  nor  was  I  directly  or 
indirectly  interested  in  them  or  in  the  lands  discribed  or  mention- 
ed in  them. 

I  never  authorized  Walter  H.  Besley,  nor  any  other  person,  #9 
flse  my  name  in  the  purchase  of  lands  for  their  benefit,  or  the 
benefit  of  any  other  person,  except  some  four  or  five,  or  perhaps 
six  forty's,  which  I  entered  in  Jefferson  county  for  my  own  use. 
i  have  no  knowledge  of  the  issue  of  school  certificates  from  the 
office  of  the  commissioners  without  prepayment  of  the  amount 
ire^uired  by  law. 

(Signed)      D.  HOWELL. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  26th  day  of  August  A.D. 

JoHK  F.  PoTTBB,  Scc.  of  Com. 

1^.  Ghappell^  being  duly  swortiy  says: — I  have  never  at  any 
Mme  purchased  any  school  or  university  lands,  nor  have  I  ever 
Authorized  any  person  or  persons  to  purchase  any  of  said  lands  ia 
my  name,  or  for  my  benefit.  I  have  never  owned  or  had  any  in- 
terest in  any  school  or  university  lands  in  this  state,  nor  have  t 
now  any  interest  in  said  lands. 

I  never  had  any  knowledge  that  any  school  lands  were  entered 
an  my  name  until  sometime  in  the  summer  of  1855,  at  which 
time,  Walter  H.  Besley,  who  was  then  acting  as  chief  clerk  in  the 
school  land  office,  informed  me  that  there  were  some  school  lands 
entered  in  my  jxajne^  and  presented  me  a  number  of  blank  printed- 
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assignments  of  school  land  certificates,  and  requested  me  to  sign 
them.  I  signed  them  as  requested  bj  Besley  in  blank,  and  deliv- 
ed  them  to  him.  Besley  did  not  tell  me  how  much  land  was  en- 
tered in  my  name,  but  I  think  I  executed  from  one  to  two  hun- 
dred of  the  blank  assignments  above  mentioned. 

WM.  CHAPPELL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  m^,  this  3d  day  of  September, 
^A.D.  1856. 
noitixoi  Taylor, 


Walter  H.  Besley  sworn  : — I  was  chief  clerk  in  the  school  land 
oflSce;  I  went  into  the  office  in  July  1864:,  and  was  clerk  until 
February  last ;  I  never  knew  anything  of  the  sale  of  section  16, 
town  23,  range  29,  in  the  county  of  Brown,  to  James  Ludington 
in  1854;  certificates  were  issued  to  Daniel  Howell  for  this  section 
of  land  in  1855,  at  one  shilling  per  acre.  I  used  Mr.  Howell's 
name  to  enter  this  land,  with  Mr  Howell's  permission.  I  went  to 
>  Kew  York  shortly  afterwards,  a^d  left  the  money  to  pa}'-  for  the 
whole  section  in  fall  with  Mr.  John  A,  Byrne,  also  a  cleik  in  the 
office  at  the  time ;  Mr.  Byrne..  usBd  >thQ  money  for  other  purposes, 
for  my  benefit,  and  did  not  inform  me  that  the  land  had  not  been 
paid  for  until  a  short  time  since.  I  think  this  section  was  ap- 
•  praised  in  1854  at  one  shilling  per  acre;  I  do  not  know  how  the 
amount  opposite  each  lot  of  this  section  got  into  the  books  when 
it  was  sold  to  Ludington.  The  money  for  this  land  baa  not  yet 
been  paid  on  the  sale  to  Howell.  The  certificates  issued  in  the 
Howell  sale  were  returned  into  the  school  land  office.  I  was  not 
a  clerk  in  the  office  at  the  time  of  the  Ludington  pul-chase.  The 
school  land  commissioners  left  the  business  of  the  office  with  Doct^ 
Hunt,  Seaver,  and  myself,  to  get  up  a  set  of  books  and  adopt 
rules  for  the  office.  They  gave  me  no  special  instructions  while 
I  was  there ;  certificates  were  issued  in  blank  by  the  commission- 
ers, and  left  in  the  school  land  office  in  large  quantities.    When  I 
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wei^t  injx)tlie,  office,  I  found  a  large  quantity  of  certificates  signed 
by  the  commissioners,  i; We.  sometimes  issued  certiticates,  and 
the  stubs  would  not  come  back  to  the  office  for  two  *or  three 
weeks.  Mr.  Byrne  entered  some  lands  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
McKinnon  in  1854.  Doct.  Huut  entered  some  lands,  in  1854,  in 
Gleas^oiijs  name.  Clerks  in  tb«,office  might  have  filled  out  certifi- 
cates without  my  knowing  it,  and  have  disposed  of  them  ;  but  I 
have  never  known,  any  certificates  to  go  out  of  the  office  without 
pai'ij^ent  further  than  I  have  stated.  Mr.  Frary  had,  and  others 
used  to  hav^,  a  deposit  with  Mr.  Seaver,  and  would  take  the  certi- 
ficateairom  the  office,  and  I  supposed  they  settled  with  Mr.  Sea- 
v^r.  . I Jia^'^p  never  known  of  (tfiie  practice  in  the  office  of  with-' 
hoidiiig;iafi^!^,ffpm§^le  for  tli^  of  enabling  persons  to  go 

and  IpQk,  at  the  lands  bs^furc  purchasing.  I  have  never  known  the 
the  governor,  secretary  of  state,  or  attorney  general,  to  be  interest- 
ed, eithi^r  directly  or  iadirectly,  iu  the  purchase  of  school  lands.  I 
caniqipt  tell,  anything  about  thq. .lands  purportiog  to  have  been 
purchased  by  Daniel  Howell  in.  lSSo,  upon  which  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  paymeiit.  Pea-haps  Mr.  Byrne  can  tell 
something  about  it.  The  certificates  which  were  signed  in  blank 
by  the  commissioners  were.i^ot  loclved  up  in  the  office  except  when 
the.  office  was  locked.  ,j  j,j  ^y^^j  X  j,,, 

Sworn  before  me,  thife  23d  day  6f  August,  A.  D.  1856. 
John  F.  Potter,  Secretary  of  Committee. 

Mr.  Besley  here  requested  the  committee  to  keep  the  testimony 
open  until  the  foUowiog  morning,  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  to 
produce  a  receipt  from  the  treasurer  showing  a  settlement  of  all 
matters  between  them;  he  did  not,  however,  again  make  his  ap- 
pearance before  the  committee.  The  testimony,  as  it  is  written, 
was  carefiilly  read  over  to  him,  and  he  assented  to  its  correctness 
before  several  members  of  the  cemmittce. 
KH/li 


Qto.  W.  Ghckpmcm  sworn : — I  transacted  the  details  of  the  bus> 
inesB  connected  with  the  purchase  of  certain  school  lands  by  Jaa. 
Ludington,  in  May,  1854:,  so  far  as  related  to  receiving  the  certifi- 
•ates,  paying  the  money,  &c.  I  am  unable  to  state  whether  the 
money  was  paid  for  the  lands  described  in  the  schedule  now  ex 
hibited  to  me,  because  there  were  so  many  certificates,  I  cannot 
now  recognize  the  items  in  the  list.  I  have  nothing  before  me  by 
which  I  can  state  with  certainty,  the  exact  amount  of  lands  paid 
for  under  the  Ludington  purchase.  But  I  can  state  fi  om  recol- 
lection, very  nearly,  I  think.  The  whole  number  of  acres  inclu- 
ded in  that  purchase  was  something  over  57,000.  This  includes 
the  16th  sections  and  also  all  of  the  500,000  acre  tract,  purchased 
by  Ludington.  The  amount  of  purchase  money,  including  ten 
per  «ent  and  interest  to  January  succeeding  the  date  of  purchase, 
was  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  five  and  5100  dol- 
lars, and  including  fees  for  certificates,  fifteen  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty -one  and  30  100  dollars,  the  whole  amount  of  which 
waa  paid  to  the  treasurer  or  his  deputy.  The  certificates  were 
made  out  and  delivered  at  different  times,  between  the  first  of 
May  and  the  first  of  August,  1854,  as  fast  as  the  clerks  in  the  of- 
fice aould  fill  them  out,  and  and  were  delivered  in  quantities, 
and  paid  for  as  fast  as  delivered.  I  have  in  my  possession  a  per- 
fectly reliable  list  of  all  the  lands  included  in  the  "  Ludington 
purchase,"  which  I  will  exhibit  to  the  committee  ;  (see  paper  mark- 
ed "  G  ")  in  looking  over  the  schedule  of  lands  now  exhibited  to 
me,  marked  B,"*  I  recognize  the  sections  of  land  which  are  oa 
our  list,  and  which  I  know  we  paid  for  at  the  time  we  received 
the  certificates.    The  treasurer  kept  a  deposit  account  with  the 

Bank  of  the  West,"  of  which  I  was  cashier,  and  when  I  receiv- 
ed school  land  certificates  for  the  Ludington  purchase,"  the 
amount  due  on  them  was  credited  to  the  account  of  the  state 
treasurer,  and  drawn  out  on  his  checks. 

(Signed)         G.  W.  CHAPMAN. 


*rhic  yrta  a  Ust  of  Undi  entered  by  Ludington,  on  vhl«h  it  appeared  by  it*  Treasorai'fl  book^,  m 
payment  bad  been  made. 
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SubBcribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  15th  day  of  August^  A, 
D.  1856. 

John  F.  Potter,  Secretary  of  Com. 

Jamos  Lvdington  sworn: — In  the  latter  part  of  April,  1854,  I 
made  application  for  all  the  unsold  school  lands  in  the  state, 
which  were  represented  to  be  about  70,000  acres.  On  getting  the 
lists  of  the  lands  I  found  that  there  was  about  200,000  acres.  I  then 
refased  to  take  the  lands  on  that  application  and  make  a  new  ap- 
plication, and  on  the  last  application  I  made  the  entries  of  all  the 
land  purchased  by  me.  The  purchase  of  these  lands  was  made 
by  me  in  good  faith  and  for  my  own  benefit  and  that  of  Mr.  Kel- 
ley  of  New  York,  and  of  Mr.  Chapman.  My  impression  is,  that 
we  paid  some  sixteen  or  seventeen  thousand  dollars  into  the  treas  ■ 
mry  for  those  lands,  including  fees  and  interest.  Mr.  Chapman 
will  remember  more  particularly  about  this  as  he  paid  the  money. 
I  never  requested  them  to  close  the  school  land  office,  but  my  im- 
pression is,  that  it  was  closed  while  they  were  making  out  the  list 

He  paid  the  money  due,  and  the  amount  required  to  be  paid  by 
law,  which  was  ten  per  cent,  of  the  purchase  money  on  the  16th 
eectious,  and  interest  from  the  time  of  purchase  up  to  January 
following,  on  all  the  certificates  we  received.  I  have  a  correct 
list  of  all  the  lands  and  certificates  which  I  purchased  and  receiv- 
ed, which  I  will  exhibit  to  the  committee,  and  on  these  lauds,  in- 
cluded in  this  list  we  paid  the  whole  amount  called  for  by  them, 
and  which  was  due  on  them,  and  we  received  no  other  certificates 
bearing  date  May  1st,  1854,  than  those  contained  in  this  list,,(^ 
(For  list  see  paper  marked  "C,"  attached  to  Chapman's  affidavit.) 

(Signed)  JAMES  LUDINGTON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  the  15th  day  of  August^  A. 
D.  1856. 

John  F.  Pottbb,  Sec.  of  Com. 
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John  Williams  sworn : — 1  have  been  clerk  in  the  school  land 
office  since  September  7th  1855.  Walter  H.  Besley  was  the  chief 
clerk  in  the  office  when  I  went  in.  I  think  after  some  time  in 
November  the  rule  of  the  office  was  that  no  certificate  should  be 
delivered  unless  the  stub  from  the  treasurer's  office  was  returned 
to  our  office  which  showed  that  payment  had  been  made.  "While 
I  was  in  the  office  previous  to  January  last  Mr.  Besley  was  absent 
much  of  the  time  in  New  York.  I  thought  the  business  of  the 
office  was  not  conducted  in  a  very  systematic  manner.  From  my 
knowledge  of  the  business  of  the  office  I  should  say,  whenever 
the  amount  is  carried  out  opposite  the  description  of  a  lot  or  lots 
of  land,  on  the  sales  books  it  is  evidence  that  the  land  has  been 
appraised,  for  these  amounts  can  ocly  by  taken  from  the  apprai- 
sal. I  do  not  think  it  was  usual  to  furnish  the  governor  with  any 
evidence  of  payment,  when  patents  were  sent  into  him  to  be  sign- 
ed. Mr.  Byrne  usually  attended  to  that  business  and  carried  in 
a  bundle  of  them  at  a  time.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  deliv- 
eary  of  certificates.  Mr.  Byrne  attended  to  those  matters  him- 
self. I  went  into  the  office  as  transcribing  "clerk  and  knew  but 
very  little  about  other  business  of  the  office  at  that  time. 

(Signed)  JOHN  WILLIAMS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  the  2Tth  day  of  August  A.  D. 
1856. 

John  F.  Pottee,  Secretary  of  Com. 

Andrew  Proudfit  sworn: — After  I  obtained  the  lunatic  asylum 
contract,  I  obtained  of  the  treasurer  an  acceptance  for  $1000. 
Subsequently  on  an  estimate  for  labor  and  material  furnished,  I  got 
of  the  secretary  of  state  a  certificate  for  three  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars.  On  this  certificate  Mr.  Janssen,  the 
treasurer  paid  me  $2,680  or  thereabouts  under  the  lunatic  asylum 
appropriation  of  $15,000,  he  having  deducted  the  acceptance  for 
$1,000,  and  he  gave  up  the  receipt  which  I  gave  him  for  it.  On  the 
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back  of  the  receipt  is  a  memorandum,  made  by  Seaver  at  the 
time,  which  shows  that  the  receipt  was  in  his  possession. 

Judge  Hose  was  present  at  the  time,  and  probably  remembers 
the  circumstances,  in  relation  to  the  transaction.  I  immediately 
made  a  deposit  of  the  amount  in  the  State  Bank.  I  had  collect- 
ed $75  that  day,  and  my  bank  book  shows  that  my  deposit  was 
*2  755 

'     '  AISTDEEW  PEOUDFIT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  this  22d  day  of  August,  A.  D. 
1856. 

John  F.  Pottee,  Sec.  of  Com. 

Mr.  James  L.  Hill  sworn  : — I  am  teller  in  the  State  Bank..  I 
have  been  in  the  bank  since  two  years  ago  last  January.  The 
bank  has  frequently  cashed  drafts  and  acceptances  drawn  on  the 
state  treasury  on  appropriations  made  to  the  person'making  the 
draft,  where  the  secretary  of  state  had  certified  that  there  was 
an  appropriation  to  the  credit  of  the  party.  I  do  not  know  that 
any  draft  drawn  by  John  W,  Hunt  on  the  treasury  and  accepted 
by  him,  was  ever  cashed  at  our  bank.  We  kept  an  account  witli 
the  treasurer.  We  cashed  these  accei^jjaLices  in  the  same  way  we 
would  any  other  bankable  paper. 

(Signed)         JAMES  L.HILL. 

Subscribed  and  sw'orii  this  8th  day  of  August,  1856. 
John  F.  Pottek,  Sec'y  Com, 

Gen.  Wm.  R,  Smith  sworn I  was  present  some  time  last 
winter  in  Mr.  Halpin^iS  office,  when  a  desk,  said  to  be  one  whicli 
was  used  by  Walter  H.  Besiey,  was  opened  and  some  papers  ta- 
ken out. 

The  papers  were  sxamined  by  myself,  Mr.  Taj  lor  and  others^ 
and  those  which  were  considered  private  were  placed  back  in  the 
desk,  and  those  which  were  considered  as  belonging  to  the  school 
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land  office,  or  appertainiDg  to  transactions  of  the  office,  were  re- 
tained by  the  commissioners.  Among  the  latter  was  a  letter 
written  by  some  person  in  New  York,  whose  name  I  do  not  now 
recollect,  in  the  fall  of  1855, 1  think  to  Mr.  Besley.  The  letter 
was  in  relation  to  school  land  certificates,  and  the  general  purport 
of  the  letter,  as  near  as  I  recollect,  was,  that  there  was  some  organ 
ized  club  or  company  for  the  purpose  of  entering  school  lands,  or 
purchasing  certificates,  in  order  to  sell  the  same  again  in  'New  York, 
or  elsewhere,  and  that  the  writer  was  an  operator  for  a  company 
or  club,  and  that  a  certain  person,  under  a  disguised  name  in  the 
letter,  was  in  New  York,  and  that  another  person  undet  a  disguis- 
ed name,  was  either  in  Madison,  or  was  expected  to  come  from 
Madison  to  New  York.  An  indication  was  also  given  that  certifi- 
cates should  be  sent  on,  as  it  was  a  good  time  to  operate.  That 
letter  I  considered  to  be  a  paper  of  public  interest,  and  I  laid  it 
aside  among  other  papers,  separated  from  the  strictly  private 
papers  of  Mr.  Besley,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  same  deposi- 
ted in  the  school  land  office.  The  private  papers  of  Mr.  Besley 
were  then  thrown  back  into  the  desk,  and  those  which  were  con- 
sidered of  public  interest,  were  delivered  over  to  Mr.  Powers, 
chief  clerk  in  the  school  land  office  for  safe  keeping.  From  the 
time  these  papers  were  delivered  over  to  Mr.  Powers,  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  what  became  of  them. 

(Signed)  WM.  E.  SMITH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  this  16th  day  of  August,  1856,  before 
me. 

(Signed)   John  F.  Potter,  Secretary  of  Com. 

John  W,  Hunt  being  duly  sworn^  says : — I  am  now  assistant 
secretary  of  state.  I  have  been  deputy  secretary  and  assistant 
secretary  most  of  the  time  since  January  Ist,  1851. 

The  draft  drawn  by  me  and  endorsed  by  Andrew  Proudfit,  ac- 
cepted by  D.  M.  Seaver,  assistant  treasurer,  together  with  two 


others  of  the  same  kind,  in  all  amounting  to  about  $1^300  were 
accepted,  as  payment  for  that  sum  which  was  due  Halpin,  on  ap- 
propriations, and  the  sum  for  which  the  drafts  were  accepted  was 
included  in  a  receipt  given  by  Halpin  to  the  treasurer  for  the  sum 
of  $2,785,  at  the  time  the  drafts  were  made. 

In  answer  to  question  of  committee  Mr.  Hunt  says  :    In  April 
A.  D.  1854,  D.  M.  Seaver,  assistant  treasurer,  and  myself  went  to 
the  city  of  Milwaukee,  stopped  at  the  U.  S.  Hotel  and  occupied 
the  same  room.    During  the  evening,  after  our  arrival  at  Milwau- 
kee, I  saw  nothing  of  Seaver  until  after  I  had  retired  for  the  even, 
ing.    After  I  was  in  bed  Seaver  came  to  the  room.  It  was  quite 
late  when  Seaver  came  in.    Seaver  then  told  me  that  he  had  been 
spending  the  evening  at  Jim.  Ludington's  room  in  Kilbourntown, 
and  had  been  drinking  some  champagne.    Seaver  remained  in 
Milwaukee  a  day  or  two  and  then  returned  to  Madison.  I  came  by 
Waukesha  and  returned  in  the  same  cars  to  Madison  with  Seaver. 
On  the  way  home  in  the  R.  R.  cars  between  Waukesha  and  Eagle, 
Seaver  remarked  to  me  that  all  the  school  lands  were  sold,  I  re* 
plied  "  I  guess  not."    Seaver  said  he  would  show  me,  and  took 
out  of  his  pocket  a  piece  of  note  paper  signed  by  James  Luding- 
ton,  and  showed  it  to  me.    I  told  him  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  school  lands.    He  then  took  it  back  and  handed  me  another 
piece  of  note  paper  of  the  same  size  signed  by  James  Ludington, 
applying  for  the  purchase  of  all  of  the  unsold  school  lands.  The 
first  paper  exhibited  by  Seaver  signed  by  Ludington  was  a  paper 
which  conveyed  to  me  the  idea  that  Seaver  was  the  owner  of 
$2,000  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  West.    I  did  not  read  the 
paper  carefully.    I  expressed  to  Seaver  at  the  time  my  disappro- 
bation of  the  transaction  with  Ludington. 

Mr.  Gray,  secretary  of  state,  went  into  Milwaukee  on  the  cars 
the  same  day  I  left  Milwaukee  for  Waukesha,  and  remained  in 
Milwaukee  several  days.  Smith,  the  attorney  general,  was  absent 
from  Madison  when  we  arrived. 

Before  the  return  of  either  Gray  or  Smith,  Seaver  handed  into 
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the  secretary's  office  the  application  of  Lndington  referred  to 
above,  and  to  which  was  attached  a  descriptive  list  of  school  lands. 
I  told  him  we  had  better  do  liothicg  about  it  until  a  majority  of 
the  commissioners  returned  to  Madison, 

After  Smith  and  Gray  came  home  I  told  them  of  the  transac- 
tion, and  they  both  disapproved  of  it.  From  the  time  of  the  re- 
turn of  Seaver  from  Milwaukee,  until  the  second  application  was 
made  by  Ludington  no  persons  were  allowed  to  enter  school  land 
excejit  actual  settlers  or  persons  waoting  small  tracts.  I  presume 
there  were  certificates  issued  on  the  first  application  and  before 
the  second  was  filed.  I  don't  know  whether  certificates  were 
paid  for  as  fast  as  delivered.  The  transactions  with  Ludington- 
were  not  settled  for  several  months.  I  know  that  the  treasurer 
had  a  deposit  account,  with  the  Bank  of  the  West. 

The  school  commissioners  as  a  general  custom,  signed  school 
land  certificates  without  inquiry  as  to  whether  payment  was  made 
or  not.  They  were  made  out  by  the  clerks  and  signed  by  the  com- 
missioners when  presented.  I  know  nothing  about  the  6ntry  of 
school  lands  in  the  name  of  E.  H.  Gleason  in  1855,  nor  of  the  en- 
tries in  the  name  of  Dan,  Howell  in  the  same  year.  I  never 
have  had  nor  have  I  now  ari|-  iritj^^e^t  directl^^  or  indirectly  in  any 

of  thfe^e  entries.  ,        .   /   ,      ,\  "^r 

(fergLeU)  ^^^'^  '"^iOWN  W.  HUNT. 

Subscribed  a!id  sworn  to. bef^;^e,ipf>^., this  3d  daj,of  gepte^mber, 
A,  D.  1856. 

D.  Tayloe.  -  7 

James  JT,  j^TaTy\  oeing  duly  stQQrn^  acted  ^as^^^  ._clerk 

in  the  school  land  offic8.^from  kljbut  tlie'  Hit  day  of  July  A.  pi./ 
1854;  to  the  last 'day  of  i&^rcl^  1^551  Was  a  subordinate 

clefk,  kcted  iihder  the  direction  ofBesIey  and  Byrne,  who  were 
chief  clerks  in  that  office  during  the  term  I  vs^as  in  th^  office. 

Whilst  I  was  in  that  office  the  clerks  were  in  the  habit  of  enter- 

^J.ii  t»t)i>Li*ii  it^vryo  tiiiixn^i '■ .  • 
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school  lands  for  themselves.  They  did  this  by  permission  of  the 
^  School  land  commissioners.    I  entered  a  considerable  amount  of 
^'^lands  whilst  acting  as  clerk;  I  think  Besley  and  Byrne  both  en- 
tered  some  lands.    I  and  the  , other  clerks  entered  land  in  the 
^  names  of  other  persons  for  otir  benefit.     I  dont  know  that  \}iq 
commissioners,  or  either  of '.them  knew,  that  la^ds  were  entered 
in  the  names  of  third  persons  for  the  benefit  of  the  clerks  or  any 
of  them.  .  I  know  that  E.  II.  Gleason^  merchant  of  Madison  gave 
k  power  of  attorney  to  some  person  duly  signed  by  him  and  ac- 
knowledged, which  power  of  attorney,  authorized  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  given  to  sell  school  land  certificates  issued  in  his 
"  name.    I  decline  statiog  to  whom  this  power  of  attorney  was 
giVen.  It  was  not  given  to  me.    This  power  of  attorney  was  given 
after  the  entry  of  school  lands  in  his  name,  in  March  A.  D.  1855. 
'  I  dont  know  of  my  own  knowledge  who  owned  the  lands  entered 
in  Gleason's  name.    The  lands  entered  in  Gleason's  name  have 
bid4n  transferred — dont  know  who  holds  the  certificates  at  this 
timel  Iq  March  1855,  while  the  bill  limiting  the  amount  of  school 
lands  to  be  sold  to  any  one  person,  was  pending  in  the  legislature 
and  before  its  passage  I  took  pains  to  mark  some  of  the  lands 
no^  standing  oh  the  school  land  books  as  sold  to  Daniel  Howell — 
as  sold  to  him  at  that  time.    I  did  this  by  directions  of,  and  un- 
der the  authority  of  persons  who  had  the  control  of  the  sale  of 
school  lands.  From  whom  I  received  this  authority  and  direction, 
I  decline  answering. 

'  Qaestion — Were  any  fees  charged  by  the  school  land  commis- 
^isfonei's  on  the'' Dan  Howell  entries! 

'  This  question  I  decline  answering.     No  fees  w6re  charged  to 
''any  clerks  on'lands  entered  fbr  their  benefit.  ^'.^  "^^^^^ 
'  The  certificates  for  the  lands  entered  in  Dan'SowelPs  name 

were  handed  to  me,  I  think,  after  I  left  the  school  land  office  as 
^ijfett.  'They  Vere  'hande(f*tb"'me'%lth^^  a  procure  the 

signature  of  Dan  Howell  to  assignments'  on  those  certificates.  I 
''pTocured  the  signature  of  Howell  to  the  assignments,  and,  I  think, 
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I  then  returned  them  to  the  person  who  gave  them  to  me.  After- 
wards some  of  those  certificates  were  placed  in  my  hands  for  sale 
on  commission.  I  think  all  of  these  certificates  were  placed  in 
my  hands  for  sale,  and  I  sold  them.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
the  lands  marked  as  sold  to  Dan  Howell  in  the  early  part  of 
March,  A.  D.  1855,  on  the  books  in  the  school  land  office,  were 
not  paid  for  at  that  time.  The  certificates  for  those  lands  were 
not  issued,  to  my  knowledge,  until  after  I  left  the  school  land 
office.  I  left  there  on  the  last  day  of  March  I  think.  I  do  not 
think  that  all  the  lands  entered  in  Dan  Howell's  name  were  paid 
for  at  the  time  the  certificates  were  issued.  I  know  some  of  them 
were  not  paid  for  at  the  time  of  issuing  certificates.  Certificates 
could  be  issued  on  sale  of  school  lands  without  payment  of  the 
money  due  on  the  sale,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  either  of 
the  commissioners  of  such  non  payment.  This  was  necessarily 
so  for  the  reason  that  certificates  were  signed  in  blank.  The 
commissioners,  I  think,  knew  I  was  entering  a  quantity  of  lands, 
for  the  reason  that  they  received  no  fees  on  my  entries.  I  think 
they  did  complain  that  they  were  losing  too  much  fees.  'No  cer- 
tificates were  ever  taken  by  me  out  of  the  school  land  office 
without  the  knowledge  of  either  the  chief  clerk,  Besley,  or  the 
assistant,  Byrne.  I  do  not  know  that  the  school  land  commission- 
ers, or  the  governor,  had  any  interest  in  the  entry  of  any  school 
lands.  I  know  that  Charles  I.  Kane  &  Co.,  of  Kew  York,  were 
agents  for  the  sale  of  school  land  certificates.  They  received  cer- 
tificates from  me  for  sale.  Some  of  the  certificates  received  by 
them  for  sale  were  mine,  and  some  belonged  to  other  persons, 
which  were  placed  in  my  hands  for  sale.  I  decline  stating  whe- 
ther any  of  the  school  land  certificates  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Chas.  I.  Kane  &  Co.  for  sale,  belonged  to  W.  H,  Besley.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  lands  entered  for  my  benefit,  either  in  the  name  of 
Dan  Howell,  or  any  other  person,  have  not  been  paid  for.  To  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  these  lands  so  entered  have  all  been  paid  for, 
either  to  the  treasurer,  or  to  the  person  who  placed  them  in  my 
hands  for  sale.  (Signed)        J.  F.  FKAKY. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  30th  day  of  August, 
''^^A.D.  1856. 

D.  Taylor. 

Nathaniel  W.  Deam^^  heing  duly  sworn^  says : — That  on  the 
18th  day  of  May  A.  D.  1864,  he  purchased  of  the  school  land 
commissioners  at  their  oflBce,  in  Madison,  381.60  acres  in  Green 
county,  727  9-100  acres  in  La  Fayette,  and  480  acres  in  Iowa 
county,  of  the  university  lands,  upon  which  purchase  certifi- 
cates of  sale  were  issued  and  delivered  to  him.  That  at  the  time 
of  said  purchase  he  paid  to  the  assistant  treasurer  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  and  seventeen  and  92-100  dollars  as  part  of  the  purchase 
money,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  and  98-100  dollars  interest 
on  the  balance  of  purchase  money  up  to  the  1st  day  of  January 
A.  D.  1855,  making  in  all  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  eight 
10-100  dollars,  paid  into  the  treasury  at  the  time  of  such  purchase. 
A  discription  of  the  lands  upon  which  said  payments  were  made, 
together  with  the  sum  paid  on  each  tract  is  hereto  annexed 
marked  "A." 

(Signed)  "W.  DEAIST. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  September 
A.  D.  1856. 

D,  Taylor,  Chairman  of  Com. 


"  A." 
W.  Dean. 


County. 

Cer. 

T 

R 

S 

Acres. 

prin'l. 

inter'st 

Date. 

11 

294  to  7 

2 

s 

7 

3 

158  .77 

50  87 

18  47 

May  18,  1854 
do  do 

11 

do 

298  to  300 

3 

7 

34 

120 

38  06 

14  19 

11 

do 

301  to  3 

4 

8 

31 

103  .38 

47  18 

17  62 

do  doK 

13 

398  to  401 

2 

2 

3 

167  .9 

52  51 

19  50 

do  do- 

13 

do 

402  to  7 

2 

2 

10 

240 

76  56 

27  96 

do  do 

14 

do 

408  to  9 

2 

2 

15 

80 
240 

25  52 

9  32 

do  do. 

15 

do 

410  to  15 

1 

3 

6 

76  50 

28  00 

do  do 

U 

196  to  207 

6 

1 

34!  480 

150  72 

55  92 

do  do 

517  92 

190  98 
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State  of  Wisconsin,  bs. 

Robert  Chandler^  of  the  City  of  Milwaukee^  being  duly  swmifir^ 
deposes  and  says,  that  Dr.  Hunt  or  no  other  person  has  ever,  to 
Ms  knowledge,  entered  any  schoool  lands  in  his  name. 

That  the  lands  entered  Dec.  13th,  185i,  were  entered  bjr  him, 

the  certificates  for  which  were  taken  bv  him  from  the  land  office 

■/ 

to  Milwaukee, — that  none  of  such  lands  have  been  sold  by  him 
— ^the  assignments  of  which  were  taken  before  D.  M.  Seaver,  and 
that  he  never  assigned  any  such  land,  or  certificate  of  lacds  in  the 
presence  of  D.  M.  Seaver,  to  Dr.  Hunt,  or  to  any  other  person. — 
And  that  no  such  acknowledgement  was  ever  taken  by  him,  be- 
fore the  said  Seaver  as  notary  public  or  otherwise. 

(Signed)      EGBERT  CHANDLER. 

Taken  before  me,  this  10th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1856. 
Chas.  Buechakd.  Notary  Public. 

William  A.  Barstow  appeared  before  the  committee  on  the 
^9th  August,  1 856,  and  made  the  following  statement : 

It  was  my  custom  to  sign  all  patents  presented  to  me  by 
H.  Besley  or  John  A.  Byrne,  or  one  of  the  commissioners. 

It  is  my  impression  that  W.  H.  Besley  presented  to  me  for  sig- 
nature a  patent  for  a  section  of  land  to  himself,  which  I  signed  as 
I  did  other  patents.  It  was  my  custom  also  to  sign  patents  pre- 
sented by  assistant  treasurer  Seaver. 

i-,  Previous  to  Janssen's  leaving  I  called  on  Seaver  for  a  settle- 
ment of  any  unsettled  matters  that  might  be  between  the  Treasu- 
rer and  myself.  He  at  last,  before  Janssen  left,  brought  in  a 
statement  of  amounts  due  for  money  advanced  by  the  treasurer ; 
Bome  to  Halpin,  some  to  Wood,  for  work  done  about  the  capitoL 
The  account  also  included  a  draft  I  had  given  P.  G.  Jones  to  pay 
for  a  pre  emption  he  had  on  a  piece  of  school  land,  to  be  used  by 
him  with  the  commissioiicrs.     The  amount  of  the  whole  claim 


was  $792,12,  for  which  snm  I  gave  a  due  bill  payable  to  Chas. 
Kuehn.    I  have  since  paid  the  due  bill. 

Some  time  in  January,  1854:,  I  think,  John  F.  Story,  my  broth- 
er in  law  of  Waukesha,  told  me  that  Mr.  Bryant  had  been  up 
North  and  reported  that  there  were  two  sections  of  school  lands 
in  St.  Croix,  which  it  would  be  an  object  to  enter,  and  requested 
me  to  look  at  the  land  and  see  what  it  would  cost  to  purchase  it, 
as  his  brother  Augustus  wished  to  purchase  it.  I  called  on  Sea* 
yer  I  think  and  looked  at  the  books,  got  the  prices,  and  requested 
that  it  would  be  considered  sold  from  that  time.  I  wrote  imme* 
diately  to  Mr.  Story,  and  the  money  was  sent  forward  without  de- 
lay, and  the  land  entered. 

The  appointments  of  the  chief  clerk  Besley,  and  the  assistant 
clerk  Byrne,  were  made  after  consultations  with  me,  and  with  my 
consent. 

Ko  part  of  the  due  bill  of  $792,12  was  given  for  the  benefit  of 
Wm.  H,  Gleason  or  in  payment  of  any  school  lands  purchased 
by  him. 


\ 
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PAPERS  AND  ABSTRACTS. 


PAPEES,  AJ3STEACTS,  &C. 


A  J^tement  of  principal  md  interest  shown  to  hme  been  pcdd 
hy  the  school  journals y  and  also  payments  a/nd  interest  on  loans^ 
unaccounted  for  on  the  treasurer'* s  hoohs 


SehooIFund. .. 


School  lacoiue. 


In  1849  

1850  

1851  

Patents  1852  

Certificates  1852  

Patents  1853..-.  

Certificates  1853  

Penalty  paid  but  omitted 

Patents  1854  

Certificates  1854  

Patents  1855  

Certificates  1855  

Loans  paid  not  credited. 

Interest  1851  

1852..  

1853  

1854  

1855  

Int.  on  loans  not  entered 


Paymen<s  to  clerks  Dec. 
31,  1855,  in  school  land 
office,  audited  by  serec- 
tary,  but  not  authorized 
by  law  


36  00 
235  00 
106  64 


245  84 
381  79 
2,676  79 
928  88 
25  GO 


2,471  36 
3,768  04 
506  62 
3,327  69 


781  21 
1.217  81 


3,042  51 
2,015  43 


Total  amount  school  fund  and  income 


377  64 


4,258  30 


10,073  71 
575  00 


404  94 


1,999  02 


5,057  94 
L384  90 


Tf^itq-aoft 


15.284  65 


8.846  80 
24,131  45 


8,628  70 


32,760  15 
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University, 


TJniversity  Fund.,. 


University  Income. 


Omitted  1853  

1854  

rv,v,  1855-.... 

Omitted  1852  

1853  

1854  

1855  

Int.  on  loans  omitted 


843  54 
331  57 


50  82 
58  98 


318  77 
438  40 


151  57 
1,175  11 


109  80 


757  17 
49  51 


Total  amount  of  omissions  and  over  charge. 


1,326  68 


916  48 
35,003  31 


Hecapitulation, 


Due  on  certificates  issued  ^  

"     patents  issued  ;  

"     loans  paid  ^  

Unauthorized  payments  

There  should  be  added  to  the  above  penalties  accrued  for 
non-payment  of  interest  on  sales  and  loans  , 


18,464 

59 

5,900 

61 

2,009 

41 

8,628 

70 

35,003  31 
22,849  98 


f 
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The  treasury  in  account  with  sundries  Dr,  and  Or. 


To  school  fund  as  con-ected. ,  

*' school  income  do  

"  university  fund  do  

By  geaeral  fund  

"  university  income  as  corrected  

"  balance  forward  

For  balance  due  January  1,  1856  

By  amount  paid  to  April,  1856  

To  the  above  should  be  added  the  penalties  accrued  for  non 

payment  of  interest  on  dues  for  sales,  and  for  loans  , 

Bidance  properly  due   , 

For  balance  forward  


Dr. 


52.863  61 
32,299  47 
5,138  64 


90,301  72 
74.266  86 


22,849  98 


97,116  84 
87,249  12 


so 

Statement  of  capital  of  school  fund,  Janu(iry^'i^iB66. 


Due  on  sales  500,000  acres, 
do       Itith  sections. 


Amount  of  loans  on  mortgage  , 

Balance  due  from  treasurer  as  per  secretary's  books 
Add  omissions  and  corrections  


To  ihis  should  be  added  penalties  accrued  for  non-payment 

of  interest  on  dues  for  sales  but  not  credited  

And  of  interest  on  loans  


Capital  "school  fund"  as  reported  by  commissioners 
Difference. . 


639.684 
1,077,459 


38,026 
14,837 


17891 
3,908 
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1,717,143  4ff 
291,^1  1« 


52,863  61 


2,061.^08  18 


21,800  4d 


2,083,008  67 
1,897,269  30 


The  capital  school  fund  actually  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1856 


185,739  37 


Balance  from  sales  of  Land. 

Mortgages  

Balance  in  tjeasury  


1,717,143  47 
291,201  10 
38,026  48 


2,046,371  05 


Balance  on  sales  of  land . 

Loans  on  mortgages  

Loan  to  university  


University  Fund. 


Balance  in  treasury  as  per  secretary  of  state 
Add  ommissions  and  con-ections  


Penalties  accrued  for  non-payment  of  interest. 


12,845  00 
15,000  00 


3,725  78 
1,412  86 


153,102  28 
27,845  00 
5,138  64 


166,085  92 
1,049  49 

187,135  41 
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"  A." 


List  of  Accounts  Audited  hy  the  Secretary  of  State  during  the 
year  1855,  not  authorized  hy  Law. 


W.  H.  Besley  

John  A.  Byrne. . . 
Henry  Quarles  . . 

J.  F.  Frary  

John  A.  Savage . . 
Arthur  Resley.  .- 
Leopold  Lathrop. 

T.  0.  Bourke  

A.  S.  Wood  

Wm.  B.  Graves. . . 

J.  D.  Ruggles  

W.  H.  Besley-... 
John  A.  Byrne... 
Thos.  C.  Bourke. 

J.  D.  RugQ^les  

Charles  Huggins. 

John  Willans  

John  A.  Sheehan. 
Henry  Quarles  . . 
Lafayette  Smith. 
Carl  Habich.,... 
R.  W.  Lansing. .. 


For  services  in  School  Land  Office . 


$333  33 
577  76 
200  00 
426  67 
90  08 
242  72 
284  07 
270  04 
141  75 
250  00 
222  26 
500  00 
600  00 
450  00 
750  00 
205  00 
200  00 
200  00 
385  00 
500  00 

1050  00 
250  00 

$8628  70 


11 


B.' 


Vouchers  rejected  hy  the  Comrrdttee^  hut  charged  in  Treamre  f  s 


Account. 

0  ul 


F.  Fratney.  

S.  G.  Bugh,  10  altered  to.... 

J.  Halpin,  254—65  

List  of  lost  vouchers  

D.  S.  Vittum  

H.  Hrartel  

John  Wright  

John  White  

J.  S.  Baber  

E.  L.  Varney  to  R.  L.Reara., 

A.  0.  Barry  

Swarapf  Lands  

Foote  &  Sawyer  

B.  K.  Miller  

J.  H.  Wells  

J.  H.  Wells  

J.  H.  Wells  

Check  for  interest  ou  bonds. 

Samuel  Crawford  

vS.  Ryan.  

Welstood,  Hay  <fe  Co  

H.  L.  Page  

k.  C,  Barry.  

S.  L.  Rose  

Alexander  Cook  

Weed  &  Eberhard  

Edward  O'NeiL  

Joseph  Schrage  

Marshall  TenEyck  

J.  K.  Smith.  


$5311  18 
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"  B." 

Sundry  charges  on  School  Fund  without  Youohers, 


Dec.  2,1851. 
Jan.  26, 1853. 
June  30, 1853. 
Peb.  28,  1854., 
Mch  2.1854. 
Mch  30,  1854., 
May  3,1854.. 
June  29, 1854.. 
Sept.  20, 1854.. 
Sept.  20, 1854.. 
Sept.  10, 1854.. 
Jan.  3,1855.. 
I^"ov.27. 1855.. 
Dec.  31, 1855.. 


May  1,  1850.. 
Jfov.  1850.. 
1850-1851 -. 


"Without  date.. 


W.  C.  Michael,  for  platting,  (fee  

D.  McKee,  publishing  

A,  T.  Gray,  appraising  

J.  Kohlman,  &  Bro.,  publishing  

Beriah  Brown,  printing  

Weed  &  Eberhard,  binding  

Weed  <fe  Eberhard,  binding  

Beriah  Brown,  printing  

W.  H.  Willard,  selecting  and  appraising.. 
James  Murdock,  selecting  and  appraising. 
H.  F.  Wilson,  selecting  and  appraising. . 

E.  R.  Otis,  publishing  

W.  M.  Young,  appraising.  

W.  L.  Smith,  clerk  in  school  land  office. . 


School  Income. 


Geo.  Hyer,  advertising  

Work  in  copying  platts  

Sundry  charges  for  transporting  books , 

University. 


H.  Wright,  for  platting. 
H.  Wright,  for  platting , 

Weed  &  Eberhard  

L.  Marsh  


Calkins  k  Proudfit. 


%    9  50 
5  00 
20  00 
3  00 
892  40 
44  00 
77  00 
645  00 
132  00 
341  00 
100  00 
64  00 
90  00 
500  00 


5  00 
142  50 
167  42 


129  00 
3  00 

28  00 
3  05 

40  00 


^3240  87 


84 


"  C." 

'The  annexed  is  a  Statement  of  all  the  certificates  included  in  what 
was  hnown  as  "  Ludington^s  Purchase  "  of  School  and  State 
lands,  from  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  was  made  out  at 

_[  the  time  of  the  Final  Settlement''^  with  the  Treasurer,  ami 
differs  in  the  total  from  the  amount  settled  for  in  the  sum  of 
ahout  fifteen  dollars  /  resulting  prohahly  from  mistalces  die- 

\  . covered  in  footing  or  otherwise, 

{Signed,)       Geo.  Wo  Chapman. 


Counties. 


Bad  Ax  

Brown  

Calumet  

Columbia  

Crawford  

Dane  

Door  

Fond  du  Lac... 

Grant  

Green  

Iowa  

Jefferson  

Kewaunee  

La  Orosse  

La  Fayette  

Manitowoc  

Marquette  

Outagamie  

Polk  

Portrg^  

Richland  

Richland  Centre. 

Sauk  

Sheboygan   

St.  Croix  

Waukesha  

Washara  

Waupacca  

Winnebago  


No.  of  acres 


N"o.  of 
Cer. 


i545  . 

960 
3,473 

819  . 
1,133  . 

360 
2,480 

920 
2,540 

519 
5,720 

276  .20 
1,720 
3,147 

360 

775  .85 
5,311  .11 

440 
6,380  .19 

360 
5,440 
90 

840 

400 

760 

160 
4,320 
2,580  .39 

839  .6 


57,469  .53  1597 


109 

24 
87 
28 
28 
9 

62 
23 
63 
13 

143 
7 
43 
80 
27 
18 

133 
11 

160 
9 

136 
1.35 
21 
10 
19 
4 
108 
66 
21 


Cost  of 
Cer. 


Principal 


136  25 
30  25 

108  75 
35 
35 

11  25 

77  50 
28  75 

78  75 
16  25 

178  75 
8  75 

53  75 
100  75 

33  75 

22  50 
166  25 

13  75 
200  75 

11  25 
170  25 
168  75 

26  25 

12  50 

23  75 
5  75 

135  00 
82  50 
26  25 


Interest. 


461  70 
170  68 
395  70 
270  77 
126  94 

97  83 
385  46 
175 
343  26 
118  72 
1,620  52 

33  60 
383  69 
392  40 
224  73 

13  02 
920  15 

15  18 
894  45 

50  59 
1,136  18 
120  05 
104  75 
104  06 


22  80 
615  92 
350  22 
172  79 


235  06 

65  34 
287  19 
111  30 

61  10 

57  80 
143  38 

95  43 
134  14 

44  72 
645  97 

13  90 
148  31 
175  62 

87  24 

46  90 
.361  45 

23  37 
343  06 

19  72 
432  35 

26  94 

42  47 

43  16 

44  65 
8  60 

230  48 
141  89 
72  35 


Total. 


833  01 
266  02 
791  64 
417  07 
223  04 
146  88 
606  34 
299  18 
556  15 
179  69 
2.445  24 
56  25 
585  75 
668  02 
345  72 
82  42 
1,447  85 
52  30 
1.437  51 
81  56 
1,738  53 
315  74 
173  47 
159  72 
68  40 
36  40 
981  40 
574  61 
271  39 


1,996  25  9,721  16  4,123  89'  15,841  30 
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Recapitulation  of  500,000  Acre  Tract. 

eOUNTIKS. 

No.  of  Acres. 

No.  of  Acres  Sold. 

Acres  Unsold. 

Bad  Ax  

'  41,807.80 
11,136.15 
22,052 
28,842.99 

4,396.94 
16,780 

6,175.91 

6,836.26 
10,721.10 
45,387.62 
15,474.35 
22,435.59 

4,777.38 
30,833.41 
38,084.82 
17,600 
11,584 
62,194.12 
68,078.57 

3,152.86 
10,553.92 

41,167.80 
11,136.15 
22,052 
28,842.99 

16,780 
6,17591 
6,836.26 
9,536.56 

45,387.62 

J-  Kj  ^^Kjyj  »%j  \j> 

22,435.59 
4.777.38 

30,833.41 

38,084.82 

17,600 

11,584 

62,19412 

67.918.57 
3,027.16 

10,553.92 

640 

Calumet  

Towft  -  -  . .    - .   

1,18454 

La  Fayette 
Manitowoc. 

Outagamie. 
Pierftfi  

Sauk  

Shawanaw. 
St.  Croix. 
Waukesha . 

160 
125.70 

"Waiinflfp.a 

Secretary 
Excess. . 

478.905.79 
478,632.40 

273.39 

476,795.55 

2,11024 
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Abstract  of  the  Sales  of 


No.  of  acres  sold,  476,795  .55 


Am't.  sold 

Pr'lpaid 
1850 

In't.  paid 
1850 

Pr'l.paid 
1851 

Pnt.  paic 
1851 

Pr'l.paid 
1852 

In*t  paid 
1852 

for. 

Bad  Ax 

52,410  90 

.. 

68  30 

201  20 

738  70 

Brown  

15^846  26 

18  49 
65  28 
358  72 

OO  o4 

37  33 

OBlumet  

42,830  63 

Columbia 

30,199  07 

50  80 

Crawford .  

5,667  00 

3  10 

Dane  

3,601  31 

1QQ  "iA 

Fond  du  Lac 

1^270  00 

Hrnrtf 

8,881  60 

Iowa 

19  302  72 

Jefferson 

13,305  14 

1,110  69 
554  40 

195  49 

467  16 

1,941  82 

La  Fayette.. 
Manitowoc  . . 

59,153  98 
25,962  47 
31^326  40 

250  27 

no 

OO  \}\} 

997  9zl 

506  40 

91  ^  fiQ 

206  91 

Oconto  

5,673  00 

Outagamie 

42,417  69 

8  27 
445  86 

47,012  63 

41  2] 

45  13 

Eichland  

27,753  05 
19,893  95 

Sauk  

Shawanaw 

78,766  52 

Waukesha. . . 

2,591  53 
23,322  17 

204  31 

18  82 

3  70 

,   89  88 

Waupacca... 
St.  Croix  

86,821  58 

176  61 

68  94 

730  25 

676,519  59 

2,541  75 

723  77 

1,857  84 

5,288  45 

do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 


Q  1851  

2.541  75 
1,858  84 
5.853  02 
9,111  90 
17,469  85 

1852  

1853  

1854  

1855  

36,835  36 

95 


the  500,000  acre  tract. 


Pr'l.paid 
1853 


130  90 
1,417  00 

"ssilo 


1-24  68 


368  05 
441  62 
1,153  23 

'781-  20 


493  32 
287  20 


73  42 


In*t.  paid  I  Pr'l.paid 

1853  1854 


1,157  07 

69  05 
444  19 
1,493  94 
47  82 
1,254  74 
14  62 
115  12 
152  15 
611  54 
2,354  36 
514  02 
952  15 


696  70 
141  36 
80  50 
1,279  20 


15  25 
650  14 
157  92, 
240  66 


905  47 


610  Ob 
2,616  82 
557  68 
890  10 


In't.  paid 

1854 


352  10 
282  49 
330  73 


124  86    318  40 


1,303  82      50  30 


Pr'l.  paid 

1855 


2,903  75 

751  63 
2,062  73 
1,996  69 

260  71 
2,414  84 
58  68 

595  30 
1,193  01 

672  12 
3,577  85 
1  576  41 
1,768  88 
29  43 

675  52 
3,772  08 
1,808  45 
1,280  74 

358  55 

125  26 


5,503  25 


1,573  27 
111  36 
71  40 

1,126  80 
263  65 

1,540  31 


757  56 

"9i4"94 
3,176  44 
1,300  96 
891  96 


In't  Daid 

1855 


3,335  90 
910  90 

2,949  40 

1,891  76 
361  67 

2,390  41 


.  343  20 
441  64 
844  60 
50  30 
456  70 

2,952  06 
452  70 


5,853  02  11,672  12  9,111  90132,865  88  17,469  85  42,793  10 


559  10 

1,284  76 
689  01 

3.333  99 
1,635  38 
1,946  71 

397  03 
2,877  32 
3.155  79 
1,869  08 

1.334  11 
5,501  55 

123  86 
642  61 
5,602  76 


bal.due  Jan. 
1,  1856 


49,740  53 
14,176  54 
42,678  74 
27,158  87 

5,403  34 
33,341  51 

1,270  00 

8,124  04 
19,302  72 
10,098  40 
51,897  54 
22338  13 
28,256  74 

5.673  00 
42,417  69 
46,076  12 
26,535  60 
18.431  42 
78,716  22 

1,535  00 
20.570  11 
86,141  97 


pr'l.  paid 

1856 


639,684  23  1,347  23 


Amount  of  interest  paid  in 
do         do  do 
do         do  do 
do         do  do 

•  do  do  do 
do         do  do 


1851  

1852  

1853  

1854  

1855  

1855for'56 


723  77 
5,288  45 
11,672  18 
32,865  88 
42,793  10 
1,347  23 


94,690  61 
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Abstract  Sales  of 


Calumet  

Columbia  

Crawford  ... 

Dane  

Dodge  

Fond  du  Lac. 

Green  

Grant  

Iowa  

Jefferson  

La  Fayette.. 
Manitowoc . . 

Racine  

Rock  

Richland  

Walworth . . , 
Winnebago. . 
Washington  . 
Waukesha... 


Am't  sold 
for. 


8,855 
8,743 
2,387 
19,711 
15,967 
7,671 
13,989 
4,508 
7,569 
10,453 
19,928 
4,824 
4,807 
13,541 
10,983 
6,733 
15,906 
3,760 
6.418 


186.761  60  1,757  37 


pr'l.  paid 
1850. 


50  56 


214  78 


161  80 
234  00 


80  27 

V.ois'ge 


Id 't.  paid 
1850 


5  95 


4  62 


55  03 
62  95 


21  51 

'2i5'oi 

365  07 


pr'l.  paid 
1851 


16  28 


57  74 
513  27 
27  00 
70  81 


22  GO 


258  40 


408  55 
'984 "so 


In 't.  paid 
1851 


31  82 


30  66 
145  11 
6  99 
17  58 


6  90 


99  47 
229  81 


25  13 
106  90 


371  78 


2,359  15  1,072  15  2,652  72 


pr'l.  paid 
1852 


76  78 


267  72 
527  82 
154  54 
356  04 


169  09 
9  54 


28  73 
384  68 
190  90 
179  62 
166  65 
223  91 

16  70 


Amount  of  principal  paid  in  1850 
do  do        do  1851 

do  do  do  1852 
do  do  do  1853 
do  do        do  1854 

do         do        do  ^855 


1,757  37 
7.359  15 
2,652  72 
7,707  07 
11,536  76 
7,646  27 


33,659  34 
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University  Lands. 


pt'l.  paid 
1853 


443  22 


1,496  83 
526  85 
104  06 
282  80 


125  66 
901  37 
632  18 
62  64 
295  85 
1,004  48 
303  23 
282  06 
334  17 
675  05 
236  62 


I'nt.  paid 
1853 


170  66 


730  19 
584  25 
136  27 
169  37 


pr'l  paid 
1854 


523  62 
894  36 


49  00 
506  30 
185  07 

11  56 
214  03 
668  32 
203  94 
235  07 
326  96 
196  40 
301  09 


1,338  4^4 

511  14 
329  46 

512  38 
1301  00 

744  74 
105  69 
1,793  15 
597  90 


663  30 
1.277  83 
139  37 
404  72 
123  00 
76  66 


I'd  I.  paid 
1854 


87  30 
413  23 


1,071  57 
946  17 
259  C4 
371  03 
53  04 
348  03 
618  65 
913  12 
93  64 
352  58 
719  71 
511  65 
287  57 
462  71 
191  73 
285  95 


7,707  07  4,688  48  11,536  76  7,987  32    7,646  27    9,382  09 


prin'l  paid 
1855 


563  60 

759  99 

247  11 

162  00 

493  00 

301  82 

658  78! 

67  00 

157  62 

470  77 

1,531  00 

405  96 


jin.&prin. 
Infest  paid  paid  for 
1855      '56  in  '55 


262  00 
366  00 
410  00 
609  62 


180  00 


431  08 
436  69 
45  79 

1.129  69 
928  02 
435  86 
601  68 
219  80 
457  16 
591  88 

1.205  62 
194  06 
302  46 
724  81 
621  76 
322  71 
775  91 
191  73 
265  38 


24  71 


Bal.  due  Jan. 
let  1856. 


45  36 


7  56 
30  17 


50  18 


221  76 


7.768  00 
6,502  00 
2.140  00 

16  173  72 

13  495  03 
6  755  00 

12,109  00 
3,140  00 
6.541  00 
8,784  00 

15.963  00 
3,758  00 
4  320  90 

10,534  83 
8,846  00 
5,642  00 

13  983  00 
2.739  00 
3,907  90 


379  74    153,102  28 


Amount  of  Interest 

paid  in 

1850  ,  

365 

07 

do 

do 

do 

1851  

1072 

15 

do 

do 

do 

1852  

1.538 

18 

do 

do 

do 

1853  

4,688 

48 

Ao 

do 

do 

1854   

7  987  32 

do 

do 

do 

1855  

9,882 

09 

do 

do 

do 

1856  paid  1855  

379  74 

25,913 

03 

13 
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A  Statement  showing  the  Prmcijpal  and  Interest  claimed  to  ha/oe 
been  paid  ly  Ludington^  a7id  also  what  appears  to  have  "been 
paid  on  the  Treasurer's  Boolcs. 


Ck>nnties. 


Bad  As:  

Brown  

Calumet  

Columbia  

Crawford  

Dane  

Door  

Fond  du  Lac  

Giant  

Green  

Iowa  

Jefferson.  

Kewaunee  

La  Crosse  

La  Fayette  

Maniuiwoc  

Marquette  

Outagamie  

Polk  

Portage  

Richland  

Sauk  -  - . 

Sheboygan  

St.  Croix  

Waukesha  

Waushara  

Waupacca  .....  — 

Winnebago  

Richland  Centre... 


Prin.  <k  Int.  from  Treag.*s  Books, 


Principal  &,  Interest  according  to 
Ludington's  Statement. 


Principal. 

Interest 

Principal- 

Intereet. 

4G1  70 

233  32 

461  70 

235  06 

170  68 

65  24 

65  34 

266  02 

395  70 

287 

19 

395  70 

287  1» 

270  77 

111  30 

126  94 

61 

10 

126  94 

61  10 

97  83 

37  80 

^=S0  48 

130 

48 

385  46 

143  38 

20 

47 

175  00 

95  43 

343  26 

134 

14 

343  26 

134  14 

23  46 

7 

81 

118  72 

44  72 

10  56 

3 

63 

1620  52 

645  97 

27  00 

]1 

20 

33  60 

13  90 

148 

31 

383  69 

148  31 

175 

62 

392  40 

I  ID  \}4 

46  15 

16 

03 

224  73 

87  24 

42 

63 

1  ^  no 

AR  OA 

920  15 

331 

45 

920  15 

361  45 

15  18 

23 

37 

15  18 

23  37 

888  83 

340 

91 

894  45 

343  06 

50  59 

19 

72 

50  59 

19  72 

1256  29 

459 

2^ 

1136  18 

432  35 

87  50 

37 

48 

104  75 

42  47 

104  06 

43  16 

44  65 

44  65 

22  80 

8 

60 

22  80 

8  60 

615  })2 

230  48 

615  92 

230  48 

350  22 

141 

89 

350  22 

141  89 

172  79 

72  35 

172  79 

72  35 

120  05 

26  94 

7.112  29 

3,077  41 

9,721  16 

4,123  89 
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Fines. 


Page. 


71  and  275 
295 
79 
337 

441  and  243 
243-293-133-441 
72 

72-53-79-129-133-479 
243-287-59 
291.73.294-69-141-453 
289  and  70 
161-243-291-81-275 
249  293-71 
287-73-127 
243-291-401-73 
289  and  243 
243-289-69-133 
109 
245 
91 

293-71-91-401 
243-277-69 
159-293-133 
163 

69-293-243-245 
243-295-247-71 
70  and  275 
69-295-453 
69 
71 

29-107-109-123 
121  and  70 


Counties. 


Adams.  

Bad  Ax  

Brown  

Buffalo  

Crawford  

Columbia  

Calumet  

Dane  

Dodge  

Fond  da  Lac. 

Grant.  

Green.^  

Iowa  

Jefferson  

Kenosha  

La  Crosse  

Manitowoc..-. 
Milwaukee.... 
Outagamie. .. 

Ozaukee  

Racine  

Rock  

Sauk  

St.  Croix  

Waukesha  

Marquette  . . . 

Richland  

Washington... 
Waushara..... 
Waupacca  . . . 

Walworth  

Winnebago... 


1851 


31  36 


29  40 
19  31 


80  07 


1852 


10  29 
86  23 


228  20 
65  00 


40  80 
117  68 


75  40 
137 '20' 

"io'oo" 


35  28 


201  00 
79  40 


1086  48 


1853 


5  88 


159  89 


1854 


24  50 
'39 "20' 


34  30 
47  04 
97  12 
56  74  I 
29  40 
27  94 
78  40 
169  30 
9  80 
4  12 


73  50 
262  96 
73  50 


40  48 
25  GO 


47  04 


1242  41 


87  51 
49  00 
121  53 
145  00 
171  33 
253  79 
58  80 
154  10 


77  91 


189  16 
66  25 


120  54 
236  18 


44  10 
68  60 
10  00 
67  04 
25  65 
15  19 
588  00 
24  50 


2637  88 


RBCAPITULAION. 


1851 

$    80  07 

1852 

1,086  48 

1853 

1.242  51 

1854 

2,637  88 

1855 

1,981  75 

$7,028  59 
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Abstract  of  Pa/yment8  from  University  Fund  for  Ajpproming 
and  Subdividing^  BooTcs^  Stationery^  Printing^  c&c. 


Date. 


Nam  68. 


1850 
1851 
1853  to  1855 
1855 


University  Fund., 


1851 

i*1852to  1855 
1855 


1853 

Vm  to  1854 
1854 
1855 


Total  Amount 


University  Fund. 


University  Fund.. 
University  Fund. . 


What  for. 


Appraising,  Ac . 


Books  and  Binding. . . 


Printing  

Advertising,  Ac. 


Dollars. 


253  40 
35  00 
100  32 
147  00 


55  00 
5  00 
122  00 


3  25 

42  50 
3  85 
46  90 


Dollarb. 


535  72 


182 


93  25 


1,135  97 


\ 
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Abstract  of  Payments  from  School  Fund  and  School  Income 
Fund  from  1849  to  1865,  inclusive. 


Date. 


1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 


1850 
1851 


1851 
1852 


1850 
1861  to  '55 


1850 
1851 
1852 


Total  Am't. 

:  1849 
1850 

c  1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 


1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 


ie5a<fel853 
1854 
1855 


Names. 


School  Income. 


School  Income. 


School  Income. 


School  Income. 


School  Income. 


School  Fund . 


School  Fund . 


School  Fund. 


What  for. 


Apportionments.. 


Printing  

Platting   

Trans,  of  BookSj  <fec,.. 
Stationery  and  Books. 


DoUarg. 


497  39 
46.985  70 
53,613  12 
55.816  74 
96.113  69 
130,257  52 


626  80 
1,259  26 

164  50 
3-28  80 

237  61 
106  75 

880  10 
748  99 
258  00 

Subd'ingand  App'ing 


Printing.. 


For  Stationery. 


951  75 
2466  46 
6302  14 
3743  06 
7800  00 
6938  26 
6830  88 


583  35 
412  44 
3046  93 
1874  74 


245  00 
2515  00 
1008  75 


DoUarfl. 


383,284  14 


1886  06 


344  36 


1887  09 


387,948  35 


35,032  55 


5,917  46 


3,768  75 


44,718  76 
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Int.  paid 
1856 

42  00 
54  46 
14  00 
7  00 
35  00 

:    :  :    :  :  : 

:§  i  is 

g  i  i 

1 

1 

41  58 
148  40 

Int.  paid 
1854 

ii 

883  03 
3013  34 
656  67 
524  84 
268  37 
288  05 
299  89 
596  74 
184  14 
281  37 
531  69 
143  25 
384  19 
640  58 

89  65 

30  50 
16  88 
1144  71 
52  50 
544  10 
140  72 

L4  OU 

Int.  paid 
1853 

is 

is 

247  22 
2415  12 
389  45 

101  97 

i     237  22 
114  76 
274  45 
1     194  20 
1       82  53 
!     267  06 
1      89  22 
!     193  66 
846  29 

17  19  I 

1402  76 
11  04 
471  32 
54  60 

1 

1 

83  50 

i  igili2iS||-|-SS  \  \ 

1453  61 

5  i  i 

Int  paid 
1851 

I  CD 

85  78 
1315  83 
1G8  00 
194  78 

40  43 
146  30 

27  81 
137  96 

53  65 

97  10 
14  84 
43  66 
275  48 

481  37 

S  :  : 

s ! ; 

Int.  paid 
1850 

*""57'75 

1084  50 
27fi  'SO 
288  75 

:  :  :^ 

i  i  is 

i  ii      :  i 

;  ;S  ; 

iii: 

in 

I 

i 

1 

i  i  i  i 
:  i  i  i 

:::::::: 
:  :  i  i  i  i  :  i 

;  :§  ; 

i  is  i 

i  i  i 
i  i  i 

Amount  of 

payments.  | 

300  00 

i  iS§§§8§  :^ 

i  ilPi^^  ii 
i  i  i 

794  00 
1150  00 
1010  00 

350  00 
1000  00 
3021  63 

■  ig  i 

nil 

i  i  i 

i  i  i 
:  : 

Amount  of 
Loan. 

700  00 
3,552  00 
200  00 
500  00 
18,706  50 
t      64.687  00 
!      15,656  00 
12  126  00 
8,775  00 
7,248  00 
9,422  00 
13,671  87 
3,667  50 
8,000  00 
12,020  00 
2,781  00 
9,052  50 
17,083  00 
1,200  00 
2,650  00 
700  00 
2,400  00 
22,250  00 
1,650  00 
14,200  00 
8,550  00 
568  00 

County. 

1 

Adams  

ua  111  met  

Clark  

Columbia  

1  Tiano 

Fonddu  Lac.. 

ill 

1  Pierce  i 

Portage  1 

Racine  

1  Richland  

il 
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Abstract  General  Fund  from  1851  to  1856  inclusive. 


Counties. 

1  or  1  scf) 

1853-'54.  1855-'56. 

1,475  38 

223  69 
3,662  31 

7,036  12 

6.343  95 
122  50 

3,920  65 
297  56 
15,661  49 

2,002  59 
26,880  38 
18  897 
20,495  03 
19,785  35 
11,660  89 
11,405  64 
315  73 
16,074  36 
13,883  69 

3,767  61 
12  673  96 

Buffalo  

2,185  44 

2,032  51 

5,479  35 
1,905  06 
11,982  39 
11,189  73 
10.136  13 
14,097  77 
4,910  12 
7,509  02 

6,005  71 
1.158  77 

10,081  10 
8,261  13 
9,620  10 

10,230  88 
4,604  67 
5,291  38 

Forid  du  Lac  

8,674  31 
2,131  91 

7,693  51 
6,731  98 
939  94 
.3  IR5  65 
38  07 
2,944  87 
150  00 
4,752  73 
21,137  09- 

8,400  11 

4,267  07 

7,545  57 
882  63 
11.015  33 
43,269  24 
227  50 
805  62 
3,154  49 
6,206  59 
725  00 
3,011  00 
17,502  84 
2,508  71 
26,248  80 
712  34 
8,108  42  . 

150  00 
12,278  41 
122  50 
17,864  90 
9.293  88 
20,529  55 
827  52 
1,958  58 
111,346  29 
1,706  08 
3,351  11 
44,340  42 
294  56 
65  00 
5,386  85 

4,424  06 
22,811  82 

1,556  61 

Portage  

330  60 

325  00 
8,282  37 
573  83 
111.586  50 
'185  64 
3,800  00 

17,859  91 
148  91 

18,418  80 
264  62 
3,345  26 

St.  Croix  

6,700  99 

5,796  38 

16.312  28 
5,758  93 
10,834  33 

10,013  83 
5,758  15 
10,'l40  45 

5,110  29 
3,507  73 

5,468  98 

597  53 
906  25 

Taxes  on  Suits  

377  27 
138  00 

118  00 

4,636  10 
15,000  00 
34,000  00 
219  64 

4,965  13 

254  00 

224,213  46 

229,397  36 

443,647  18 
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REPLY  OF  INVESTIGATING  COMMITTEE 


TO  THE 


003yCiyCXJ2SriCA.TI03Sr 


OF 


Hon.  Geo.  B.  Smith  and  Alexander  T.  Gray, 


MADE  TO  THE 


LEGISLATURE,  OCTOBER  10,  1856. 


REPORT. 


The  J oint  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  commnnTcaMbli 
of  the  late  School  Land  Commissioners,  have  examined  the  de- 
fence of  said  commissioners,  as  contained  in  said  communication, 
and  wo'ald  respectfully  report : 

That  the  communication  misrepresents  the  facts  in  relation  td' 
the  application  of  George  B,  Smith  to  Mr.  Potter,  of  the  commit- 
tee, on  the  26th  of  August.  The  facts,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Potter, 
are  these  :  Sometime  in  the  latter  part  of  August,  while  busily 
engaged  upon  the  duties  of  the  investigation,  Mr.  Smith  came 
into  the  senate  chamber,  and  demanded  as  a  right  that  he  should 
be  allowed  to  examine  the  testimony  taken  before  the  committee. 
The  committee  were  not  then  in  session.  To  this  demand  Mr. 
Potter  demurred,  saying  that  Mr.  Smith  had  no  more  right  in 
the  premises  than  any  other  citizen.  Mr.  Smith  then  asked  if  he 
might  be  permitted  to  peruse  the  testimony  of  John  A.  Byrne, 
and  he  was  permitted  to  do  so.  He  then  requested  that  Mr.  Byrne 
should  be  examined,  and  was  told  that  if  it  was  Mr.  Byrne's  wish  it 
should  be  complied  with ;  and  on  Mr.  Byrne  signifying  such  to 
be  his  wish,  he  was  again  examined  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Geo. 
B.  Smith,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  others  of  the  commit- 
tee. Within  a  day  or  two  of  this,  Mr.  Smith  asked  Mr.  Potter  to 
lay  before  the  committee  this  proposition:  That  the  commis- 
sioners should  be  allowed  to  appear  before  the  committee  and  ex- 
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amine  the  evidence  taken  by  them,  and  produce  before  them 
rebutting  testimony.    In  reply  to  this  request,  Mr.  Potter  dis- 
tinctly stated  to  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  committee  were  not  then 
in  town,  but  as  soon  as  the  committee  met  again  his  proposition  ^ 
should  be  laid  before  them.    As  soon  as  the  committee  met,  the 
proposition  was  stated  to  them,  and  was  unanimously  objected  to. 
It  will  be  seen  that  no  desire  was  intiniated  by  the  commission- 
ers to  come  before  the  committee  until  within  a  day  or  two  before 
the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  at  a  time  when  every  moment 
was  occupied  in  preparing  to  report.    Had  the  proposition  as 
made  by  Mr.  Smith  been  assented  to  by  the  committee,  the  report 
must  have  been  delayed  for  many  weeks,  and  the  investigation 
turned,  into  a  trial  of  the  commissioners.    The  letter  signed  by 
Smith  and  Gray  is  dated  Sept.  1st,  and  the  legislature  met  on  the 
3rd.    This  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  all  that  is  said  in  relation  to 
the  application  of  the  commissioners  to  be  heard  before  the  com- 
mittee.   It  is  evident  that  their  great  object  was  to  delay  the 
action  of  the  committee,  and  to  excite  in  the  minds  of  some  per- 
sons a  little  sympathy  on  account  of  the  refusal  of  the  committee . 
to  accede  to  their  proposition.    To  proceed  to  the  defence  put 
forth  by  them.    After  a  careful  perusal  of  it,  and  on  examination 
of  its  premises,  but  one  impression  can  prevail,  and  that  is,  that  i^j 
appears  to  be  the  earnest  desire  of  the  commissioners  to  throw  alii 
the  blame  of  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  "  irregularities,"  uponr 
their  predecessers,  and  upon  Mr.  Janssen,  their  colleague.  The 
committee  will  here  state  in  the  outset,  that  a  full  examination  of 
all  the  books  and  papers  found  in  the  several  state  offices  was^^ 
made.   That  no  labor  was  spared  to  make  the  examination  tho-- 
rough,  and  that  the  facts  and  conclusions  arrived  at  and  stated  in 
that  report  are  proved  correct  by  the  evidence,  not  only  of  thef 
clerks  who  were  the  employees  of  the  commissioners,  but  also  by 
the  books  and  records  of  the  same  commissioners.    The  commit- 
tee apprehend  that  it  will  require  something  more  than  the  mere 
denial  of  men,  who  stand  before  the  people  convicted,  on  their 


own  testimony,  of  the  most  criminal  neglect,  and  uttet  indiffer- 
ence to  the  highest  interests  of  the  state,  and  of  unfaithfulness  t6 
the  responsible  charge  with  which  they  were  entrusted,  to 
overthrow  the  testimony  produced  to  the  legislature.  The  com-, 
missioners  charge  the  Report  as  unfair,  because  they  say, 
sweeping  charge"  is  made  that  the  books  in  the'^  land  office  ar^ 
disfigured  and  defaced  with  erasures,  &c.  That  this  charge  is 
true,  we  appeal  to  the  books  themselves,  and  make  profert  of 
them  to  all  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  go  into  the  office,  and 
view  them.  They  present  a  spectacle  which  carries  with  it  a  pre- 
monition of  the  subsequent  disposition  of  "  the  school  lands,"  and 
seem  an  appropriate  record  of  something  lost.  The  commission'- 
ers  complain  that  no  dates  of  erasures,  &c.,  are  given  by  the  com- 
mittee. It  is  triie  that  the  date  when  the  scratching  commenced 
was  not  mentioned  in  the  report,  for  the  reason  that  those  who 
did  it,  forgot  probably  to  put  down  the  date.  The  commissioners 
also  complain  that  there  is  no  exhibit  or  proof  submitted  by  the 
committee  on  this  point.  The  committee  might  have  presented 
with  their  report  the  books,  numbering  several  large  volumes,  as 
"  exhibits,"  if  they  had  deemed  it  advisable;  but  as  what  was 
scratched  out  could  not  well  be  printed,  and  as  lithographing  is 
expensive,  they  concluded  not  to  do  so,  but  thought  it  proper  to 
state  the  fact,  and  if  any  one  doubted  it,  one  look  at  the  books  itt 
the  office  would  impart  faith.  .B'tenoimmaw^x  eii 

The  defending  commissioners  in  their  summary  of  disproved 
charges,  state  as  the  2d  the  following  :  "  2d.  It  is  charged  that  the 
undersigned,  without  Mr.  Janssen's  co-operation,  authorized  Mr. 
Besley  to  draw  money  for  the  payment  of  clerk  hire.  We  hdve 
disproved  the  charge,  by  exhibiting  a  certified  copy  of  the  origi* 
nal  voucher,  with  Mr.  Janssen's  signature  accompanying  our  own, 
and  we  have  shown  the  necessity  of  our  thus  paying  the  clerkSj 
or  of  entirely  closing  the  school  land  office."  In  reply  to  this  deci  • 
laration  of  the  commissioners,  your  committee  assert,  that  the 
commissioners  in  their  reply  to  the  report  of  the  committee  have 
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evaded  the  substance  of  the  charge,  made  against  them  in  the 
report,  which  was  that  these  commissioners  authorized,  so  far  as 
they  could  authorize,  advised  and  directed  the  treasurer,  to  pay 
out  of  the  treasury  moneys  belonging  to  the  school  fund  income, 
to  the  amount  of  $8,478  30,  in  payment  of  their  clerk  hire,  with- 
out authority  of  law,  and  in  violation  of  the  constitution  of  this 
state.  This  was  the  substance  of  the  real  offence,  charged  against 
said  commissioners,  and  whether  they  did  this  act  with  or  without 
the  co-operation  of  Mr.  Janssen,  is  entirely  immaterial  so  far  as 
their  guilt  or  innocence  is  concerned.  It  cannot  lessen  the  guilt 
of  these  commissioners,  if  they  have  unlawfully  ordered  money 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  to  plead  that  some  other  person, 
concurred  in  the  issue  of  such  unlawful  order.  The  immaterial 
issue  made  by  the  commissioners  is  stated  as  follows:  ^'It  is 
charged  that  the  undersigned  (meaning  the  commissioners,)  with- 
out Mr.  Janssen's  co-operation,  authorized  Mr.  Besley  to  draw  for 
the  payment  of  clerkhire,"  and  they  assert  that  they  have  dis- 
proved of  the  charge,  by  exhibiting  a  certified  copy  of  the  origi- 
nal voucher,  with  Mr.  Janssen's  signature  accompanying  theirs. — 
Now  although  this  point  is  wholly  immaterial,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  commissioners  implicated,  and  your  committee  can  only  come 
to  the  conclusion,  that  it  was  put  forward  in  order  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  public  from  the  real  point,  yet  as  it  is  alleged  by 
the  commissioners,  that  it  was  made  a  point  in  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  that  they  have  proved  it  to  be  false,  your  commit- 
tee will  briefly  examine  the  evidence  submitted  by  the  committee 
to  disprove  the  same. 

It  is  true  your  committtee  did  state  in  their  report  that  the  order 
given  to  draw  this  money  out  of  the  treasury  was  given  to  Mr. 
Besley,  without  consulting  with  their  co- commissioner,  Mr.  Jans? 
sen.  This  the  committee  stated  upon  the  oath  of  Mr.  Janssen 
4r  himself,  and  your  committee  cannot  find  anything  submitted  by 
the  defending  commissioners  to  disprove  the  sworn  statement  of 
Mr.  Janssen. 
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All  that  the  commissioners  say  on  this  point,  in  their  attempt 
to  discredit  the  statement  of  Mr.  Janssen,  in  their  submitted  de- 
fence, is  the  following :  "  Had  we  been  permitted  to  appear  before 
the  committee,  or  had  the  committee  taken  the  trouble  to  go  to 
the  files  in  the  secretary's  office,  this  statement  would  never  have 
had  a  place  in  their  report.  It  is  not  true,  and  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
know  how  Messrs.  J anssen  and  Seaver,  could  have  made  so  gross 
a  mistake.  The  facts  are  these  :  Upon  the  adjournment  of  the 
legislature  in  1855,  without  its  making  any  provision,  having  re- 
fused in  fact  to  make  any  provision,  for  the  payment  of  the  clerks 
in  the  school  land  office,  the  commissioners  (Mr.  J  anssen  included,) 
consulted  together,  and  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  rather  than 
have  the  business  in  that  office  suspended,  they  would  take  the 
responsibility  to  continue  its  operation,  and  pay  the  clerks  from 
the  school  fund.  Accordingly  having  examined  the  accounts  for 
clerk  hire,  sent  in  from  that  office,  they  all  signed  their  approval 
of  them  as  correct,  and  the  secretary  of  state  audited  them  paya- 
able  from  the  school  fund ;  that  they  were  so  audited  and  paid 
appears  from  the  secretary's  report  of  last  year.  Again,  on  the 
31st  of  December,  1855,  accounts  from  that  office  to  the  amount 
of  $4,940,  were  presented  to  the  commissioners,  and  again  Mr. 
Janssen,  with  us  his  associates,  signed  a  certificate  approving  the 
same,  and  the  secretary  audited  accordingly.  For  proof  see  the 
certified  copies  of  these  accounts  herewith  furnished,  and  marked 
"  A."  There  is  nothing  in  the  testimony  of  either  Mr.  Janssen 
or  Mr.  Seaver,  to  establish  the  assertion  that  we  made  any  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  Besley  to  draw  on  the  treasury  for  any  amount 
whatever.  It  is  absurd  to  say  that  we  authorized  him  to  do  so, 
for  the  treasurer  of  course  would  not  recognize  any  such  authori- 
ty, knowing  as  he  did,  that  we  as  commissioners,  had  no  authority 
in  the  matter.  Mr.  Besley  could  regularly  draw  money  from  the 
treasurer,  only  upon  the  certificate  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and 
that  officer  audited  no  account  for  clerk  hire  in  the  school  land 
office,  until  after  its  approval  by  all  three  of  the  commissioners. 
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If  Mr.  Janssen  paid  Mr.  Besley  anything  in  anticipation  of  such 
action  by  the  commissioners  and  the  secretary,  he  did  it  on  his 
own  responsibility.  We  believe  we  did  right  in  providing  for 
the  payment  of  the  clerks,  and  that  it  is  UDjust  to  charge  this  as 
a  deficiency  in  the  treasury." 

In  no  part  of  this  statement  is  it  denied,  that  they  authorized 
Mr.  Besley  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  the  money  to  pay  the 
clerks  in  the  school  land  office.  It  is  true  that  the  defending  com- 
missioners assert,  that  after  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature  in 
1855,  a  consultation  of  the  commissioners,  including  Janssen,  was 
held,  and  that  it  was  determined  to  take  the  responsibility  of  pay- 
ing the  clerks  from  the  school  fund,  that  the  accounts  were  axam- 
ined  and  found  correct,  that  all  the  commissioners  signed  their 
approval  of  them  as  correct,  and  the  secretary  of  state,  audited 
them  payable  out  of  the  school  fund,  and  that  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1855,  the  same  examination,  approval  and  auditing  of  the 
accounts  for  that  year  was  had.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  de- 
fending commissioners  do  not  allege  that  the  payments  to  the 
clerks  were  made  after  such  auditing  and  certifying  of  their  ac- 
counts ;  nor,  but  that  the  clerks  were  paid  previously  to  such  time, 
and  by  the  direction  of  the  defending  commissioners.  But  they 
insist  that  any  order  they  might  have  given  on  the  subject  to  the 
treasurer  was  illegal,  and  in  no  way  binding  the  action  of  the 
treasurer,  and  that  if  he  paid  on  any  such  order,  he  did  it  in  hia 
own  wrong.  All  this  may  be,  and  undoubtedly  is,  true,  but  it  in  no 
way  disproves  that  such  illegal  order  was  given,  by  the  attorney 
general  and  secretary  of  state,  and  that  such  illegal  order  was 
complied  with  by  the  treasurer.  The  presumption  is  strongly  in 
favor  of  the  conclusion,  that  the  clerks  in  the  school  land  office 
were  paid  at  least  as  often  as  quarter  yearly,  during  the  year,  and 
that  these  payments  would  not  be  made  by  the  treasurer  out  of 
the  school  fund  or  any  other  fund,  for  the  safe  keeping  of  which 
he  was  accountable,  without  some  direction  from  some  other  of  the 
state  officers,  whom  he  supposed  had  authority  to  give  the  direc- 
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tiob.  These  clerks,  were  the  clerks  of  the  school  land  commis- 
sioners. The  treasurer  was  one  of  these  commissioners,  but  in 
payiog  money  out  of  the  treasury,  he  did  not  act  as  commissioner, 
and  he  would  be  likely  to  look  to  tbe  other  commissioners  for  di- 
rections, especially  as  this  act  of  paying  the  clerks  was  of  doubtful 
legality,  and  as  one  of  these  commissioners  was  not  only  commis- 
sioner of  school  lands,  but  also  the  counsel  of  the  state,  and  her 
officers.  The  clerks  could  not  well  wait  the  expiration  of  the  year 
for  their  pay,  the  accounts  were  not  audited  until  the  end  of  each 
year.  The  result  is  they  must  have  been  partially  paid  at  least, 
before  the  auditing  of  the  accounts,  and  the  defending  commis- 
sioners do  not  allege  that  these  payments  of  the  clerks  made 
before  these  accounts  were  audited,  was  not  made  on  the  illegal 
order  of  the  commissioners,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Janssen.  Your  com- 
mittee cannot  therefore  perceive,  that  the  defending  commissioners 
have  in  any  way  sustained  by  proof  or  statement,  their  side  of 
even  the  immaterial  issue  presented  by  them  in  their  answer  to 
the  report  of  the  committee. 

Your  committee  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  defence  made 
by  the  defending  commissioners,  against  the  real  charge  of  official 
misconduct,  brought  against  them  by  the  committee  in  this  report. 
The  charge  is  substantially  this,  that  these  commissioners,  advised, 
counselled,  and  so  far  as  their  authority  extended,  ordered  Janssen; 
the  treasurer,  and  their  co-commissioner,  to  pay  out  money  in  his 
custody  as  treasurer  of  the  school  fund,  in  violation  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution  of  this  state,  and  in  payment  for  services 
of  clerksj  who  by  the  laws  of  this  state,  were  directed  to  be  paid 
out  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  said  commissioners^  and  which  were 
received  by  them  in  the  shape  of  fees,  for  services  in  the  school 
land  department. 

This  charge  is  one  of  a  grave  character,  and  its  enormity  does 
not  consist  in  the  fact  of  its  having  been  done  with  or  without  the 
consent  and  original  concurrence  of  the  co  commissioner.  All 
who  counselled,  advised  or  in  any  way  aided  in  taking  the  moneys 
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of  the  state,  belonging  to  the  school  fund  or  any  other  fund,  out  of 
the  treasury,  ^in  violation  of  the  constitution,  are  equally  guilty. 
In  defence  of  this  grave  charge,  made  against  the  commissioners, 
the  defending  commissioners  do  not  plead  the  authority  of  law. 
They  do  not  deny  but  that  they  aided,  advised  and  counselled  the 
open  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  this  state, 
which  provides  "  That  no  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury 
except  in  pursuance  of  an  appropriation  by  law but  as  a  defense 
they  admit  the  violation  of  the  constitution,  and  allege  as  an  excuse 
for  trampling  upon  its  provisions,  and  violating  their  official  oaths, 
"  a  necessity"  more  imperative  in  its  requirements,  and  more 
obligatory  upon  their  consciences,  than  the  requirements  of  the 
constitution  or  the  obligation  of  official  oaths  ;  and  in  their 
submitted  statement  and  defense  they  claim  to  have  shown  the 
existence  of  this  overwhelming  necessity.  The  language  used  by 
them  in  their  defense,  claiming  to  have  shown  this  "  necessity"  is 
positive,  as  follows :  "  And  we  have  shown  the  necessity  of  thus 
paying  the  clerks,  or  entirely  closing  the  school  land  offices.'' — 
Where  or  how  the  defending  commissioners  have  shown  the 
necessity  of  making  these  payments  of  their  clerks  in  the  school 
land  offices,  out  of  the  school  fund  income,  or  of  entirely  closing 
the  school  land  offices,  in  their  submitted  defense,  your  committee 
are  entirely  at  a  loss  to  ascertain.  Th^  only  reference  to  this 
subject  of  the  necessity  of  making  these  payments  out  of  the 
school  fund  found  in  the  submitted  statement  of  the  commission* 
ers,  is  the  following  : 

"  The  facts  are  these :  upon  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature 
in  1855,  without  its  having  made  any  provision,  having  in  fact 
refused  to  make  any  provision,  for  the  payment  of  the  clerks  in 
the  school  land  office,  the  commissioners,  (Mr.  Janssen  included,) 
consulted  together  and  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  rather  than 
have  the  business  in  that  office  suspended,  they  would  take  the 
responsibility  to  continue  its  operation  and  pay  the  clerks  from  the 
school  fund." 
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Your  committee^  without  fear  of  contradiction,  assert,  that  the 
foregoing  statement  contains  no  shadow  of  proof,  that  any  neces- 
sity existed  for  thus  unlawfully  appropriating  the  moneys  of  the 
school  fund,  to  the  payment  of  the  clerks  in  the  school  land  office. 
The  commissioners  not  only  fail  to  prove  the  existence  of  the  al- 
leged necessity,  but  they  do  not  even  assert  its  existence,  except 
inferentially.  Your  committee  might  here  leave  this  subject, 
having  shown  the  weakness  and  falsity  of  the  presented  defense 
of  the  commissioners  to  the  charge  brought  against  them !  That 
the  evidence  submitted  by  the  committee  convicts  these  commis- 
sioners of  having  unlawfully  aided,  advised  and  counselled  the 
payment  out  of  the  school  fund  income,  the  sum  of  $8,478  70  for 
clerk  hire  in  the  school  land  office,  in  direct  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  this  state.  Your  committee  have  no  doubt 
in  their  own  minds,  but  as  the  defending  commissioners  have 
stated,  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  violating  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  this  state,  and  this  "  necessity  "  was  of  such  an  impartive 
nature,  as  not  only  to  excuse  but  justify  the  state  officers  in  vio- 
lating the  constitution  and  their  constitutional  oaths  of  office  ;  and 
as  your  committee  are  also  aware  that  Wm.  A.  Barstow,  late  gov- 
ernor of  this  state,  in  a  message  to  the  legislature  also  justified 
this  unlawful  appropriation  of  the  school  fund  income  and  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution  by  the  state  officers,  using  the  following 
language  upon  this  subject  in  his  said  message: 

"Several  clerks  must  necessarily  be  employed,  and  a  suitable  per- 
son should  be  placed  in  charge,  to  oversee  and  direct  the  business 
under  the  control  and  general  supervision  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners. This  will  of  course  create  expense,  and  while  it  does  so, 
the  importance  and  magnitude  of  these  funds  are  clearly  to  my 
mind  sufficient  to  justify  the  same,  and  amounting  as  they  do,  to 
over  two  millions  of  dollars  held  by  the  state  in  trust  for  a  sacred 
purpose,  I  cannot  think  there  should  be  any  hesitation  whatever 
on  the  part  of  the  legislature  to  adopt  suitable  measures  for  their 
protection  and  efficient  management.   The  commissioners,  from  a 
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sense  of  justice,  and  the  duty  attendant  upon  their  position,  h^ve 
ventured  to  assume  such  responsibilities  in  the  premises  as  the 
importance  of  their  trust  seemed  to  demand.  A  bill  for  this  pur- 
pose did  meet  with  the  favorable  action  of  one  branch  of  the  last 
legislature,  but  immediately  upon  its  being  reached  by  the  other 
branch,  was  indefinitely  postponed,  thereby  showing  a  reckless 
disregard  for  funds  of  which  we  may  and  do  justly  feel  proud, 
and  which  you,  as  the  watchful  guardians  of  the  interest  of  the 
rising  generation,  should  carefully  protect." 

Your  committee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  present  to  the  legis- 
lature, a  brief  statement  of  the  facts  relating  to  this  subject.  It 
is  true  that  the  legislature  of  1855  adjourned  without  having 
made  any  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  clerks  in  the 
school  land  office,  and  that  such  legislature  refused  to  make  any 
appropriation  for  that  purpose.  It  is  also  true,  that  at  that  time 
the  governor  and  the  now  defending  commissioners  considered 
it  necessary  that  the  legislature  should  make  an  appropriation  by 
law,  in  order  to  justify  the  paying  of  these  clerks  out  of  the  school 
fund,  and  that  without  the  passage  of  such  a  law,  no  payment 
could  be  lawfully  made.  As  the  commissioners  have  not  seen  fit 
to  state  the  reasons  given  by  the  legislature  for  the  refusal  to  pass 
the  appropriation  law,  demanded  by  the  governor  and  the  com- 
missioners, your  committee  will  so  far  as  they  are  able,  proceed 
to  state  the  same  :  1st.  The  legislature  refused  to  make  the  appro- 
priation, because  the  law  had  already  made  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  all  clerk-hire  the  commissioners  might  require  by  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  fees  to  the  commissioners,  on  the  sales 
of  school  lands  and  the  issuing  of  patents,  and  the  custom  estab- 
lished by  the  commissioners  of  charging  fees  on  the  loans  of 
money  belonging  to  the  school  fund,  materially  increased  the  fund 
provided  for  that  purpose.  2nd.  The  legislature  refused  the  ap- 
propriation because  the  money  received  by  the  commissioners, 
under  the  provision  of  the  law  above  referred  to,  and  the  con- 
struction given  to  the  same  by  them  and  their  predecessors,  were 
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sufficient  and  more  than  sufficient  to  discharge  all  claims  for  clerk 
hire,  and  still  leave  the  commissioners  a  very  large  revenue  for 
their  own-  use.  The.  provision  of  law  above  referred  to,  is  the 
section  55,  of  chapter  24,  o£  the  revised  statutes,  which  chapter 
defines  the  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  the  school  and  universi- 
ty lands,  and  regulates  the  sale  of  such  lands  and  the  investment 
of  the  funds  arising  from  sales  ;  the  section  reads  as  follows : 
i  "  The  secretary  of  state  and  treasurer,  shall  each  be  entitled  to 
j  receive  twenty -five  cents  for  each  duplicat^^pertificate  of  sale  is- 
sued by  them,  and  the  same  fees  for  each  patent  granted,  to  be 
paid  by  the  purchaser  or  grantee,  which  shall  be  in  full  payment 
for  clerk  hire  and  expenses  incurred  in  discharging  the  duties  re- 
quijt:ed  of  them  by  this  chapter." 

This  was  the  law  when  these  commissioners  were  elected  to 
office  ;  they  knew,  or  ought  to  have  known  its  provisions  at  the 
time  they  accepted  their  respective  offices.  By  accepting  office 
under  the  law  as  it  then  stood,  they  undertook  to  perform  the  du- 
ties of  their  several  offices  faithfully,  for  the  compensation  fixed 
by  law.  It  is  the  same  law  under  which  their  predecessors  per-^ 
formed  the  same  duties  required  of  them,  and  this  law  was  not 
changed  in  any  respect,  so  far  as  fees  or  compensation  was  con- 
cerned, during  the  time  of  office  of  said  commissioners. 

Your  committee  will  now  proceed  to  show,  that,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  law  above  referred  to,  and  the  construction  put 
upon  it  by  these  commissioners  and  their  predecessors,  an  abun- 
dant fund  Was  realized  by  the  commissioners,  for  the  payment  of 
all  necessary  clerk  hire,  and  other  expenses  of  these  commission- 
ers. Under  the  foregoing  provision  of  law,  it  has  been  and  still 
is  the  custom  of  the  commissioners,  to  sell  all  school  lands  in 
tracts  of  not  exceeding  40  acres  to  the  tract,  and  of  charging 
$1.25  on  the  sale  of  each  tract  of  school  and  university  lands, 
whether  such  tract  contained  40  acres  or  less.  Fifty  cents  for 
each  patent  issued,  and  under  another  custom  established  by  said 
commissioners,  they  have  charged  four  dollars  on  each  loan  of 
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school  or  university  moneyB,  made  by  them.    Your  committee  ' 
have  ascertained  from  the  reports  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
school  and  university  lands  for  the  years  1864  and  1865,  the  fol- 
lowing facts : 

The  whole  number  of  acres  of  school  and  university  lands  sold 
in  1854,  see  report  of  Bchool  land  commissioners,  made  1855, 
pages  6  and  7,  is  379,217  acres,  as  follows: 


Of  the  500,000  acre  tract   203,723-97  acres. 

Of  the  16th  sections    135,704  " 

School  lands  forfeited  and  resold   23,898'13  " 

University  lands   15,489'88  " 

University  lands  forfeited  and  resold   401*58 


This  number  of  acres  divided  into  tracts  of  forty  acres  each, 
gives  9,480  tracts  sold  in  1854. 

The  whole  number  of  loans  made  in  1854,  (see  same  Report, 
pages  10  to  18,)  is  233. 

The  whole  number  of  patents  isssued  is  346,  as  taken  from 
Patent  Books.  There  were  also  sold  in  1854,  192  village  lots  in 
the  village  of  Schoolcraft,  in  Richland,  which,  added  to  the 
9,480  forty  acre  tracts  sold,  gives  9,672  sales,  upon  each  of  which 
the  commissioners  received  $1  25, 

Making  on  sales   $12,090 

Amount  received  on  233  loans,  at  $4  each   932 

Amount  received  on  346  patents,  at  50  cents  each. .  173 

Making  whole  sum  rec*d  by  com.  in  1854,  for  fees  13,196 
The  whole  number  of  acres  of  school  and  university  lands  sold 
in  1855,  (see  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  School  and  Univer- 
sity Lands,  made  in  1856,  pages  6  and  7,)  166,698*50  acres,  as  fol- 
lows : 

School  lands  sold  in  1855    161,018*60 

University  lands  sold  in  1855  , ,   5,680 

This  number  of  acres  divided  into  tracts  of  forty  acres  each, 
gives  4,167  tracts  sold  in  1855. 
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I    The  whole  number  of  loans  made  in  1855,  is  209.  See  same  Ke- 
port,  pages  13  to  20. 

The  whole  number  of  patents  issued  in  same  year,  is  447.  There 
were  also  sold  in  1855,  ninety-one  village  lots,  in  the  county  of 
Calumet,  which  added  to  the  4,167  forty-acre  tracts,  gives  4,258 
sales  for  1855,  upon  each  of  which  the  commissioners  received 
$1  26, 

Making   $5,322  50 

Amount  received  on  209  loans,  at  $4  each   836  00 

Amount  received  on  447  patents,  at  50  cents  each        223  50 

Makingwhole  sum  rec'd  by  com.  for  fees  in  1855,  86,382  00 
Add  the  amount  of  fees  received  in  1854   13,195  00 

And  we  find  that  the  school  land  commissioners 
received  during  their  two  years  time  of  office  the 
very  large  sum  of  819,5Y'7  in  fees,   19,677  00 

After  deducting  from  this  sum  the  amount  the  commissioners 
paid  out  for  recording  the  mortgages  taken  by  them,  allowing  one 
dollar  for  each,  making  in  the  two  years  $442,  we  have  the  sum 
of  $19,135,  or  $6,378.33  for  each  of  the  three  commissioners, 
received  as  fees  in  the  discharge  ot  the  duties  of  School  Land 
Commissioners. 

Your  committee  are  confident  that  the  amount  above  stated  is 
not  over  estimated,  as  your  committee  perceive  that  many  sec- 
tions of  the  school  lands  were  sold  in  less  quantities  than  forty- 
acre  tracts,  and  are  informed  by  the  clerks  in  the  school  land 
office,  that  the  custom  is  to  charge  $1  25  on  the  sale  of  each  tract, 
whatever  may  be  the  size  of  the  same. 

It  will  also  be  recollected,  that  these  three  men,  who  acted  as 
commissioners  of  the  school  and  university  lands,  were  each  hold- 
ing a  salaried  office — one  was  secretary  of  state,  one  treasurer,^ 
and  one  attorney-general.  The  secretary  of  state  having  an  as- 
sistant paid  by  the  state  ;  the  treasurer  having  an  assistant  paid 
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by  the  state,  and  charges  for  extra  clerks  for  each  of  these  officers 
regularly  paid  by  the  state.  The  secretary  of  state  also  receiving 
large  sums,  in  the  shape  of  fees,  pertaining  to  his  office  as  secre- 
tary. 

What  was  the  position  of  the  school  land  commissioners  when 
they  solemnly  declared  it  was  either  necessary  to  close  the  busi- 
ness of  the  school  land  department,  or  commit  a  robbery  upon  the 
school  fund  income  ?  It  was  this.  The  secretary  of  state  and  a 
commissioner,  was  receiving  a  salary  fixed  by  law,  of  $1,200. — 
His  assistant  paid  by  the  state,  a  salary  of  $1,000,  necessary  extra 
clerkhire  in  the  secretary's  office,  paid  by  the  state,  and  all  sta- 
tionery and  other  office  expenditures  paid  by  the  state,  and  at  the 
same  time  receiving  considerable  sums,  by  way  of  fees,  pertaining 
to  his  office  as  secretary. 

The  treasurer,  and  a  commissioner,  was  receiving  his  salary  fix- 
ed by  law  at  $800.  His  assistant  paid  by'^the  state  a  salary  of 
$1,000.  Paid  by  the  state,  for  constructive  services  as  keeper  of 
bank  securities  $500  per  annum,  and  all  necessary  expenses  of 
office  paid  by  the  state,  including  occasional  clerkhire. 

The  attorney  general  and  a  commissioner,  was  receiving  his 
salary  fixed  by  law  at  $800,  and  all  his  necessary  office  expenses 
paid  by  the  state,  and  the  duties  of  the  office  not  onerous. 

The  three  jointly  having  in  their  possession  the  sum  of  $19,135 
of  the  people's  money,  received  in  the  shape  of  fees,  for  services 
performed  almost  entirely  by  the  very  clerks  who  were  to  be  paid; 
and  these  fees  dedicated  by  law  to  the  payment  of  this  same 
clerkhire,  what  becomes  of  the  "  necessity"  alleged  by  the  com- 
missioners, as  an  excuse  for  the  robbery  of  the  school  fund? 
Had  they  paid  the  sum  necessary  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  their 
clerks,  they  would  still  have  received  each  during  his  term  of 
office  the  sum  of  $3,652,  surplus  of  fees  received  for  the  services 
of  clerks,  upon  whom  these  same  commissioners  now  charge  all 
the  irregularities  and  abuses  committed  in  this  department.  Your 
committee  charge  that  the  attorney  general  of  the  state,  who  coun- 
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selled  the  payment  of  this  clerkhire  out  of  the  school  fund,  the 
secretary  of  state,  who  audited  the  accounts  and  drew  his  orders 
on  the  treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  and  the  treasurer 
who  cashed  the  unlawful  order,  were  each  guilty  of  a  violation  of 
a  plain  provision  of  the  constitution,  and  of  unlawfully  appropri- 
ating to  their  own  use,  those  moneys  which  had  been  dedicated 
by  law,  to  the  payment  of  this  same  service.  In  concluding  this 
subject,  your  committee  have  only  further  to  say  that  they  did 
believe  and  still  believe,  that  Mr.  Janssen  wduld  naturally  look  to 
the  counsel  of  the  state,  for  advice  in  a  transaction  of  such  doubt- 
ful legality,  and  that  he  acted  in  this^natter  more  upon  the  advice 
of  the  attorney  general  of  the  state,  than  upon  his  own  judgment 
of  what  was  his  duty  in  the  premises. 

The  next  point  alluded  to  by  the  commissioners  is  in  relation  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  or  his  assistant,  auditing  accounts  and  draw- 
ing the  amount  from  the  treasury  on  his  receipt.  And  after  ad- 
mitting that  the  assistant  secretary  of  state  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  doing  this  at  the  request  of  parties,  they  say,  that  the  com- 
mittee do  not  pretend  that  any  abuse  was  ever  committed  under 
the  practice.  The  committee  mentioned  this  as  liable  to  abuse, 
but  did  not  cite  any  cases,  which  came  to  their  knowledge,  be- 
cause they  were  satisfied  to  call  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to 
the  evil  without  unnecessarily  disturbing  the  feelings  of  any  per- 
son. Bat  as  the  commissioners  are  anxious  for  facts,  the  commit- 
tee ask  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  testimony  of  Otis 
Hoyt  and  Edmund  R.  Otis,  herewith  submitted,  which  shows  the 
following  statement  of  facts :  E.  R.  Otis  was  the  publisher  of 
"  The  Hudson  North  Star,"  in  1854.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  Mr. 
Otis  published  a  list  of  school  lands  advertised  for  sale,  number- 
ing 128  lots,  and  presented  his  bill  or  account  for  the  same  at  ten 
cents  per  lot,  being  $12  80.  This  account  was  presented  late  in 
the  fall  of  1854,  and  sometime  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1856 
Doct.  Hunt  sent  Otis  $13.  The  account  was  audited  January  3d, 
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1865,  as  appears  from  the  certificate,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy: 

State  Depabtment, 
$64.  Madison,  Jan.  3d,  1855. 

To  the  State  Treasurer : 

Sir, 

By  virtue  of  authority  vested  in  me  by  law,  I  have 
this  day  audited  the  account  of  E.  R.  Otis,  for  publishing,  and  al- 
lowed the  same  at  sixty-four  dollars,  payable  from  the  school 
fund. 

J.  W.  HUNT, 
Ass't.  Sec.  of  State  &  Auditor. 

Received  of  E.  H.  Janssen,  State  Treasurer,  Madison,  185 — , 

 dollars,  in  full  for  the  account  named  in  the  foregoing  certi- 

ficate 

EDMUND  R.  HOTIS. 

HUNT. 

Mr.  Otis  says,  the  first  intimation  which  he  had  that  the  bill 
had  been  audited  at  more  than  its  face,  was  the  letter  of  Doct. 
Hunt,  dated  the  19th  February,  1856,  in  which  letter  Otis  says 
Dr.  Hunt  informed  him  that  he  had  paid  over  the  money  to  Hoyt. 
It  will  be  seen  that  Hoyt  swears,  March  20th,  1866,  that  Dr.  Hunt 
told  him  that  the  money  had  been  paid  to  Otis.  Dr.  Hunt  says, 
that  the  reason  for  allowing  $64  instead  of  $12  80,  the  amount 
charged  (by  Otis)  was,  that  the  commissioners  had  adopted  a  new 
rule  to  allow  50  cents  for  each  description,  instead  of  ten  cents  as 
had  been  the  custom  hitherto,  and  that  he  paid  the  account  as  it 
was  presented;  and  when  it  was  audited  at  $64,  he  drew  the 
money  on  it  for  Otis.  Hoyt  says.  Dr.  Hunt  spoke  to  him  about  the 
matter,  sometime  in  the  summer  of  1855,  and  told  him  he  had  a 
balance  in  his  hands  due  for  the  publication  of  school  lands,  and 
Hoyt  told  Hunt  to  hold  on  to  it  until  some  arrangement  could  be 
made  as  to  whom  it  should  be  paid,  as  Hoyt  had  had  some  inter- 
est in  the  paper.    Hoyt  further  sajs,  that  Hunt  again  spoke  to 
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him  in  February,  1856,  about  it,  and  he  told  Hunt  not  to  pay  the 
money  to  Otis.  This  transaction  certainly  shows  that  there  is 
danger  in  a  system  of  this  kind.  There  is  quite  a  large  number  of 
certificates  and  receipts,  signed  by  the  assistant  secretary  of  state, 
in  the  same  way,  when  the  money  has  been  drawn  by  him  from 
the  treasury,  probably  at  the  request  of  the  party  owning  the  ac- 
count, but  we  think  the  commissioners  will  now  be  able  to  see 
that  the  practice  is  not  a  safe  one — for  it  will  be  seen,  by  the  letter 
of  Otis,  that  Dr.  Hunt  sent  him  the  $13  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  1855 — and  it  will  als(»  be  seen,  by  the  copy  of  the  certificate 
of  Hunt,  that  the  account  was  audited  Jan.  3,  1856.  This  shows 
that  the  money  must  have  been  sent  to  Otis  either  after  the  account 
was  audited,  or  at  about  that  time.  It  will  also  be  seen  that  Dr. 
Hunt  retained  the  $51  in  his  hands  from  Jan.  3,  1855,  until  the 
following  summer,  before  he  said  any  thing  to  any  one  about  it, 
and  until  Feb.,  1856,  before  Otis,  in  whose  favor  the  amount  wSl&'' 
audited,  was  notified  of  the  fact  of  its  having  been  allowed  at  v 
more  than  its  face.  ' 

The  commissioners  seem  inclined  to  excuse  the  practice  whictt; 
they  admit,  prevailed  in  the  treasury  department,  of  allowing;' ' 
state  officers  to  take  out  money  on  "slips,"  or  "goods,"  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  an  accommodation  to  the  treasurer  to  pay  out 
money  in  this  way  to  officers.  From  the  testimony  of  Habich  and 
Seaver,  the  committee  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  also  had 
been  an  accommodation  to  the  state  officers,  but  as  the  commis-  * 
sioners  say  nothing  about  this,  it  is  possible  that  the  system  was 
adopted  for  the  relief  of  the  treasurer. 

Habich  states,  that  the  governor,  secretary  of  state,  attorney 
general,  and  others,  were  in  the  habit  of  taking  money  from  the 
treasury  in  this  way,  and  Seaver  seems  to  think  that  the  defalca-  ' 
tion  of  Janssen  is  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  this  practice  and 
to  double  payments — if  so,  the  committee  cannot  view  the  matter 
in  precisely  the  same  light  as  do  the  commissioners — that  ie,  as 
solely  an  accommodation  to  the  treasurer.    This  may,  however, 
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be  owing  to  the  different  positions  from  which  the  committee  and 
the  commissioners  view  it.  .ai^O  c 

In  relation  to  the  practice  of  marking  land  "  sold  "  on  the  sales 
books,  the  commissioners  complain  that  the  fact  is  only  proved  by 
one  witness.  When  it  is  recollected,  that  the  committee  were  neces 
sarily  somewhat  restripted  in  the  number  of  witnesses  whom  they 
had  reason  to  suppose  could  impart  to  them  any  information  upon 
these  matters,  and  that  they  could  not^call  upon  others  than  those 
who  had  been  clerks  in  the  office,  to  prove  transactions  of  this  na- 
ture, it  could  not  have  been  a  matter  of  surprise  if  but  one  witness 
only  had  sworn  positively  on  this  point.  But  it  is  a  matter  of  con- 
gratulation to  those  who  would  have  these  corruptions  exposed, 
that  the  witness  who  did  testify  positively  to  these  enormous 
frauds  upon  the  people  who  wanted  these  lands  for  settlement,  is 
a  man  of  unimpeachable  veracity — one  whose  character  stands 
fair  before  the  community,  and  far  above  the  reach  of  the  unman- 
ly and  dishonorable  imputation  which  the  commissioners  attempt 
to  cast  upon  him.  Capt.  Charles  Huggins  now  occupies  a  respon- 
sible position  in  the  department  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and 
possesses  not  only  the  confidence  of  that  officer,  but  of  all  who 
know  him,  and  was  at  the  time  of  these  transactions,  a  clerk  in 
the  school  land  office. 

The  commissioners  say  that  they  were  not  cognizant  of  these 
transactions,  and  that  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  they  were. 
The  committee  submit,  that  if  the  commissioners  had  given  the 
slightest  attention  to  their  official  duties,  an  occasional  glance  at 
their  books  would  have  exposed  to  their  view  these  fraudulent 
practices.  By  reference  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Frary  it  will  be 
seen  that  he  too  testifies,  that  these  practices  prevailed  in  the  of- 
fice. The  commissioners  complain  that  the  report  does  not  state 
Mr.  Frary's  testimony  fairly,  but  by  reference  to  it,  it  will  be 
seen  that  it  is  not  stated  as  strongly  in  the  report  as  it  is  given  in 
the  affidavit.  He  says  he  marked  lands  "  sold  "  when  they  were 
not  sold,  "  by  direction  of  and  under  the  authority  of  persons 
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who  had  the  control  of  the  sale  of  school  lands,"  but  he  refus'ed 
to  state  who  gave  him  these  directions.     Here  are  two  witneses 

•  who  swore  that  these  practices  prevailed  in  the  office,  while  the 

*  commissioners  assert  there  is  but  one.  ' 

ft  ■  In  relation  to  the  signing  of  blank  certificates,  the  commissic>ti- 
^'ers  do  not  deny  the  fact,  but  attempt  to  screen  themselves  from  the 
guilt  of  this  gross  and  deliberate  violation  law,  behind  the  wrong- 
ful acts  of  their  predecessors,  seeming  to  labor  under  the  impres- 
^  sion,  that  if  they  can  increase  the  number  of  criminals  they  there- 
''  by  lessen  the  crime.  This  only  shows  the  greater  extent  of  the 
evil,  and  the  commissioners  admit  a  worse  state  of  things  in  rela- 
tion to  these  matters  than  the  report  attempted  to  show.  They 
say  the  law  never  was  complied  with.  Your  committee  can  scarce- 
ly credit  this,  as  the  great  amount  of  illegal  issue  of  certificates, 
without  payment  of  any  money,  was  made  daring  the  administra- 
tion of  these  commissioners.  The  committee  admit  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  trust  to  some  extent  the  clerks  in  the  office,  but  they  deny  the 
necessity  of  leaving  the  whole  business  of  the  office  to  them,  with- 
out a  thought  or  care  on  the  part  of  those  upon  whom  the  state 
had  imposed  the  responsibility;  leaving  the  clerks  to  make  sales — 
to  adopt  systems — to  issue  certificates;  and  especially  are  they  un- 
willing to  admit  any  necessity  for  the  constant,  daily  violation  of 
the  law  of  the  state,  as  was  done  in  signing  these  blank  certificates, 
and  placing  them  within  the  reach  of  all  who  might  desire  to  use 
them.  These  things  are  all  proved  by  the  testimony  of  the  clerks 
who  were  in  the  office  at  the  time.  The  pay,  which  the  commis- 
sioners received  was  entirely  ample  to  compensate  them  for  the 
devotion  of  their  whole  time  to  their  official  duties.  They  must 
each  have  received  in  salary  and  fees  at  least  four  thousand 
dollars  per  year. 

In  this  connection  the  commissioner  say  there  is  no  such  office 
known  as  "  Acting  Commissioner."  The  great  cause  of  complaint 
is  that  there  has  not  been  any  thing  else  known  tor  the  past  two 
years  but  "acting  commissioners,"  and  they  over-acted,  Mr. 


22 

Beslej  swears  that  the  commissioners  gave  up  matters  to  himself, 
Seaver  and  Dr.  Hunt,  to  get  up  a  set  of  books,  adopt  rules,  &c., 
and  that  they  gave  them  no  instructions.  The  testimony  of  others 
goes  to  show  almost  an  entire  abandonment  by  the  commissioners 
of  every  thing,  but  salary  and  fees,  to  the  clerks,  and  sometimes 
it  seems  they  complained  even  that  the  clerks  were  taking  from 
them  too  large  a  share  of  fees.  If  under  such  a  state  of  things 
the  clerks  were  not  "acting  commissioners"  it  would  certainly  be 
difficult  to  tell  who  were  commissioners.  True,  the  law,  knows 
no  such  officers  as  "  acting  commissioners,"  but  the  commissioners 
having  been  above  the  law  during  their  term  of  office,  the  law 
cannot  be  the  measure  of  their  knowledge. 

The  commissioners  further  say  that  there  is  no  table  accompa- 
nying the  report  showing  that  there  is  a  deficiency  of  $16,24:5  94, 
or  of  any  amount  occasioned  by  the  issue  of  certificates  without 
the  required  payment.  There  is  such  a  table  accompanying  the 
report  showing  just  such  an  amount,  and  the  examination  of  the 
commissioners  must  have  been  very  superficial  not  to  have  dis- 
covered it.  The  table  also  shows  the  dates  of  the  issue  of  those 
certificates  as  nearly  as  could  be  ascertained  from  the  books. 

In  relation  to  the  penalties  which  were  not  accounted  for  by 
the  treasurer,  the  committee  have  only  to  say  that  the  books  of 
the  commissioners  show  a  deficiency  of  $23,678  77,  either  paid 
and  unaccounted  for,  or  remitted  by  the  commissioners.  The 
commissioners  deny  that  they  allowed  their  clerks  to  embark  in 
the  business  of  trafficking  in  school  lands.  In  doing  this  they 
flatly  contradict  the  testimony  of  Frary  and  of  Byrne  given  un- 
der oath.  These  witnesses  were  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  com- 
missioners and  they  both  swear  positively  that  the  commissioners 
did  know  they  were  trafficking  in  school  lands,  and  when  the 
commissioners  state,  as  they  do  in  their  communication,  that  there 
is  not  a  word  of  proof  to  establish  in  the  mind  of  any  candid 
man  the  belief  that  they  knew  that  entries  were  made  for  the 
benefit  of  clerks,  they  state,  what  the  evidence,  which  accompa- 
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niee  the  report,  proves  to  be  utterly  fake.  In  relation  to  the 
charge  that  many  of  the  appraisals  of  school  lands  were  defective, 
the  commissioners  offer  the  certificate  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
to  show  that  there  is  evidence  of  the  appraisal  of  all  the  lands  in 
every  instance  for  the  years  1854  and  1855.  If  that  certificate 
means  that  there  is  evidence  in  the  secretary's  office  that  all  the 
school  lands  appraised  were  apprrised  under  oath — it  is  untrue. 
If  it  means  that  there  is  evidence  in  the  secretary's  office,  that  all 
the  school  lands  sold,  have  been  appraised,  legally  or  illegally,  it 
is  untrue.  The  committee  assert  this,  and  have  examined  all  the 
papers  in  the  secretary's  office.  One  of  the  committee  called  three 
times  at  the  secretary's  office  for  papers  concerning  the  appraisal 
of  school  lands,  before  any  could  be  found,  and  when  they  were 
found,  they  were  fully  examined  by  one  of  the  committee  before 
the  report  was  made,  and  were  found  deficient  in  many  instances. 
The  certificate  does  not  state  the  facts.  There  is  for  instance  no 
evidence  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  that  the  section  of 
school  land  in  Brown  county  purchased  by  Besley  at  one  shilling 
per  acre  was  ever  appraised  or  that  any  section  of  land  in  that 
county  was  ever  legally  appraised.  It  is  true,  there  is  a  book  in 
the  school  land  office  which  is  said  to  be  an  appraisal  of  lands  in 
Brown  county,  but  there  is  no  more  evidence  of  it  than  there 
is  that  it  is  an  appraisal  of  land  in  Texas. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  the  book,  purporting  to  be  an  apprai- 
sal of  lands,  is  such,  and  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  persons 
who  are  said  to  have  performed  this  service,  were  ever  sworn  to 
do  it  faithfully  according  to  law.  These  are  facts  and  cannot  be 
controverted,  and  the  certificate  of  the  secretary  of  state  conveys 
a  false  impression  of  the  facts  in  the  case.  There  are  oaths  attach- 
ed to  certain  accounts  for  services  rendered  the  state  in  appraising 
lands  in  Brown  county  and  in  other  counties,  but  it  is  an  oath 
that  the  account  is  correct,  not  that  certain  lands  therein  specified 
and  described  were  appraised  by  them  under  oath,  for  there  is  no 
evidence  that  such  oath  was  even  taken. 
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In  relation  to  the  certificate  signed  by  Mr.  Wiilans  and  Mr. 
Gleason,  clerks  in  the  school  lands  office,  the  committee  hav'e  only 
to  say,  that  on  reference  to  the  books  in  their  office,  they  find  that 
the  lots  mentioned  as  sold  to  Reed,  now  appear  by  the  books  to 
have  been  sold  as  stated  in  the  certificate  at  less  than  the  apprais- 
al, thus  throwing  the  blame  upon  the  former  commissioners  instead 
of  upon  Smith  and  Gray  ;  but  the  figures  on  the  books  have  evi- 
dently been  altered,  and  the  alteration  may  have  been  made  since 
the  books  of  the  committee  were  copied.  The  committee  do  not 
by  this  intend  to  charge  the  clerks  with  any  alteration,  they  only 
mention  the  fact  because  it  is  evident  that  at  some  time  the  figures 
have  been  changed,  and  the  committee  had  good  reason  to  suppose 
at  the  time  the  report  was  drawn,  that  these  lots  were  sold  for  less 
after  they  were  forfeited  than  at  the  original  sale.  But  in  either 
case  the  violation  of  law  was  the  same,  and  the  fraud  upon  the 
school  fund  the  same. 

In  relation  to  the  Outagamie  sale  the  committee  have  only  to  say 
that  the  original  sale  sheets  used  at  that  sale  of  school  land  prove 
beyond  a  doubt  the  fact  as  stated  in  the  report  that  A.  MdSfaugh- 
ton's  name  appears  opposite  192  descriptions  of  lands,  making 
over  7,600  acres,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  sale  that  these  sales  were  conducted  in  a  grossly 
illegal  manner.  In  relation  to  the  "Waupacca  sale  the  commis- 
sioners deny  that  any  bids  were  forfeited.  Seaver  who  was  there 
as  assistant  treasurer  swears,  that  lots  were  forfeited  and  that  only 
two  or  three  of  them  were  re-offered,  and  that  early  in  the  morn- 
ing— and  if  the  statement  of  the  commissioners  is  true,  that  they 
left  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  it  must  have  been  early  when 
the  lots  were  re-offered.  We  leave  the  legislature  to  decide  this 
question  of  veracity  between  these  gentlemen. 

The  commissioners  say  that  the  committee  report  but  one  patent 
as  having  been  issued  without  payment.  The  tables  accompany- 
ing the  report  show  that  lands  are  marked  paid  in  full  "  on  the 
sale  books,  on  which  patents  are  either  issued  or  the  parties  are 
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entitled  to  them  on  demand,  upon  which  there  is  yet  due  by  the 
treasurer's  books  the  sum  of  $5,900  16. 

In  relation  to  the  defective  mortgages,  the  commissioners  say 
lhat  there  is  no  law  requiring  the  attorney  general  to  examine 
mortgages  and  titles  papers  in  relation  to  loans,  &c.  As  the  com- 
missioners quote  the  law  which  imposes  this  duty  (sec.  15,  chap. 
24,  revised  statutes,)  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  anything  further  up- 
on this  point,  except  that  according  to  their  own  showing  it  was 
a  rule  which  they  themselves  established  under  the  law,  that  the 
attorney  general  should,  as  the  legal  officer  of  the  state,  attend  to 
such  matters,  and  it  is  the  sheerest  pettifogging  by  which  the  at- 
tempt is  made  by  the  attorney  general  to  throw  off  his  legitimate 
responsibility.  The  commissioners  acknowledge  that  many  of  the 
mortgages  are  defective  but  they  complain  of  the  committee  that 
they  do  not  specify  how  much  of  the  irregularity  was  chargeable 
to  their  term.  The  abstract  of  mortgages  accompanying  the  re- 
port shows  the  dates  of  the  mortgages,  and  this  complaint  is  without 
foundation.  The  commissioners  assert  that  the  mortgage  of  E.  W. 
Lansing  is  not  endorsed  "  security  doubtful."  In  reply,  the  com- 
mittee say  that  the  mortgage  was  so  endorsed,  in  pencil,  when  the 
committee  last  saw  it,  and  if  it  does  not  now  so  appear,  it  has  been 
erased.  Unquestionably  there  has  been  some  considerable  im- 
provement in  the  condition  of  the  state  mortgages  since  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  have  looked  into  them,  and  the  committee 
have  reason  to  congratulate  the  legislature  on  this  fact.  During 
the  past  two  months,  the  clerks  in  the  department  have  manifest- 
ed a  commendable  industry  and  a  laudable  desire  for  information 
(from  the  committee)  in  relation  to  these  matters  of  loans,  and  the 
mortgages  are  now  better  arranged  than  they  have  been  hitherto. 
The  construction  which  the  attorney  general  is  pleased  to  place 
upon  section  77,  chapter  24,  revised  statutes,  in  relation  to  the 
precedence  of  lien  of  state  mortgages  may  be  considered  by  some 
a  little  doubtful,  but  the  committee  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the 
question  at  this  time.  In  relation  to  the  Quarles  mortgage,  the 
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committee  have  only  to  say  that  the  commissioners  do  not  deny 
the  facts  stated  by  the  committee.  They  only  say  that  the  state 
had  no  title  to  a  part  of  the  land  sold  to  Quarles.  Then  why  was 
it  sold  to  Quarles  ?  Why  did  the  commissioners  allow  a  patent 
to  issue  to  him  on  land  the  title  to  which  was  not  vested  in  the 
state  ?  The  land  was  sold  by  the  state  on  a  mortgage  for  a  loan. 
Why  was  a  loan  made  on  land  unless  the  title  was  valid  ?  If  the 
state  had  no  title,  none  could  be  given  to  Quarles,  and  yet  accord- 
ing to  the  statement  of  the  commissioners  the  state  gave  him  a 
patent  for  the  land.  If  the  title  should  prove  bad,  Quarles'  hoarse 
voice  will  undoubtedly  soon  be  heard  resounding  through  the  le- 
gislative hails  of  the  state,  demanding  indemnification. 

The  commissioners  seem  anxious  about  the  pencil  marks, 
as  they  frequently  recur  to  the  subject ;  and  it  is  doubtless  a 
prolific  as  well  as  a  suggestive  one.  The  testimony  of  Captain 
Charles  Huggins  throws  a  volume  of  light  upon  these  pencil 
marks  which  sets  the  matter  at  rest,  so  far  as  the  object  of  making 
them  is  concerned.  It  was  a  convenience  to  mark  lands  "  sold" 
in  pencil,  because  if  they  proved  on  examination  to  'be  poor,  it 
was  easy  to  erase  the  entry  ;  but  if  it  had  been  entered  in  ink, 
it  might  have  been  necessary  to  scratch  it  out,  and  as  scratching 
exhibits  itself  without  any  "  exhibit"  being  made,  it  was  probably 
thought  prudent  to  use  the  pencil. 

The  commissioners  protest  against  being  connected  with  the 
deficiency  of  the  treasury,  and  deny  that  the  figures  of  the  re- 
port are  sanctioned  by  any  adequate  proof.  It  is  unfortunate  for 
the  committee  that  the  commissioners  are  not  convinced  of  the 
correctness  of  their  figures,  but  the  committee  are  inclined  to  the 
opinion,  that  if  these  gentlemen  will  go  through  the  books  once, 
they  will  be  perfectly  satisfied  by  the  time  they  get  through,  that 
the  figures  are  pretty  nearly  correct. 

The  committee  are  charged  with  having  been  severe  and  per- 
personal  in  their  report.  There  were  many  things  which  were  not 
mentioned  or  commented  upon  in  the  report,  because  it  was  the 
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unanimous  desire  of  the  committee  to  report  the  facts  only,  and 
only  such  facts  as  were  necessary  to  illustrate  the  points  made  in 
the  report,  Nothing  was  said  of  Colonel  Hunter,  late  private  se- 
cretary of  Governor  Barstow,  having  obtained  a  loan  in  1850, 
from  the  school  fund  on  a  forty-acre  lot  of  land  in  Waukesha 
county,  and  never  having  paid  any  interest  from  1851  to  1856, 
thus  allowing  the  interest  to  accumulate  in  defiance  of  law.  These 
commissioners  were  at  fault  in  this.  It  was  their  duty  to  have  sold 
the  land,  but  it  was  only  advertised  the  present  year.  The  com- 
mittee said  nothing  in  relation  to  the  testimony  of  Seaver,  that  the 
secretary  of  state,  during  his  term  of  office,  never  settled  any 
account  with  the  treasurer,  or  counted  the  money  in  the  treasury. 
And  yet  the  law  provides  (see  sec.  19,  chap.  9,  K.  S.)  that  the  secre- 
tary of  state  shall  "  carefully  examine,  quarter-yearly,  the  books 
and  accounts  of  the  treasurer,  and  the  money  on  hand  in  the  trea- 
sury, and  immediately  thereupon  report  the  result  of  such  exami- 
nation, in  writing,  to  the  Governor,  specifying  therein  the  amount 
and  kinds  of  funds  particularly  ;"  and  yet  Mr.  Gray,  the  secretary 
of  state,  who  thus  wilfully  neglected  this  responsible. duty,  month 
after  month,  and  even  year  after  year,  complains  that  injustice 
has  been  done  him  in  the  report  of  the  committee.  Is  it  becoming 
in  him  to  complain  of  injustice,  because  the  committee  stated  in 
general  terms,  that  he,  with  his  colleagues,  were  negligent  and 
careless  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties,  when  he  was 
guilty  of  the  grossest  injustice  to  the  people,  who  bad  confided  to 
him  the  high  charge  of  watching  and  guarding  the  school  fund 
of  the  state  ?  Had  Mr.  Secretary  Gray  paid  due  regard  to  the 
requirements  of  this  law,  the  defalcation  in  the  treasury  might 
never  have  happened.  Had  Mr.  Attorney  General  Smith  devoted 
some  portion  of  his  time  to  the  duties  of  his  office  as  school  land 
commissioner,  he  might  have  discovered  some  "  irregularities"  in 
the  department.  If  they  had  been  both  actuated  by. the  desire  to 
perform  the  duties  of  their  offices  faithfully,  the  state  might  have 
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been  saved  from  dishonor,  the  school  fund  from  loss,  and  them- 
selves from  the  j  ust  condemnation  of  the  people.  But  the  evidence 
of  their  official  misconduct  stands  out  in  bold  relief  upon  the  pages 
of  their  own  records,  and  has  been  spoken  from  the  unwilling  lips 
of  their  own  witnesses.  The  testimony  of  Seaver,  and  Byrne  and 
Besley,  and  Hunt  and  Frary,  and  Powers  and  Willans,  and  Habich 
and  Huggins — their  own  clerks,  their  own  friends— condemn  them. 
It  proves  that  they  were  guilty  of  the  most  criminal  abandonment 
of  the  duties  which  they  had  sworn  to  perform — of  the  most  reck- 
less indifference  to  the  high  and  solemn  obligations  which  they 
had  voluntarily  assumed.  Their  own  unfaithfulness  they  attempt 
to  palliate  by  showing  the  unfaithfulness  of  others.  They  complain 
that  Janssen  is  not  sufficiently  blamed.  The  committee  did  not 
attempt  to  excuse  Mr.  J anssen :  but  as  the  evidence  proves  be- 
yond a  question,  that  the  other  two  commissioners  seldom  consult- 
ed Janssen  when  he  was  present,  and  that  he  was  absent  from  the 
capital  most  of  the  time,  called  home  by  circumstances  over  which 
he  had  no  control,  they  could  not  but  find  that  the  greater  weight 
of  responsibility  rested  upon  them. 

The  conclusion  of  the  last  annual  report  of  these  school  land 
commissioners  is  in  the  following  language  : 

"  In  concluding  this  report,  we  take  occasion  to  congratulate 
the  people  of  this  State  upon  the  fact  that  not  one  dollar  of  their 
great  educational  endowment  has  been  lost.  That  the  whole  of 
it  is  securely  invested,  and  that  no  apprehension  need  be  enter- 
tained of  the  loss  of  any  part  of  it  from  the  failure  of  the  securi- 
ties  which  are  held  for  payment  of  its  principal  and  interest.  We 
have  a  right  to  feel  some  pride  upon  this  account,  as  well  in  rela- 
tion to  the  official  conduct  of  our  predecessors,  as  our  own." 

Your  committee  in  view  of  the  facts  above  submitted,  cannot 
concur  with  said  commissioners  in  congratulating  the  people  of 
this  State  upon  the  safety  and  past  management  of  its  educational 
fund  ;  nor  can  we  concur  in  awarding  the  praise  to  said  commis- 
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sioners  contained  in  the  foregoing  self-lauding  conclusion  of  the 
last  official  report. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DAYID  TAYLOE, 
D.  WORTHIIsrGTOI?', 
F.  H.  SMITH, 
JOHN  F.  POTTER, 
OHAS.  BURCHARD. 
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APPENDIX. 


Mineral  Point,  Iowa  Co.,  Feb.  20,  1856. 

Ron,  P.  Smith: 

Dear  Sir, — Yours  of  the  19th,  asking  for  information  concern- 
ing a  payment  made  to  me  from  the  school  fund  in  the  early  part 
of  last  year,  I  received  last  evening. 

Before  answering  your  questions,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  state, 
that  since  writing  to  Hon.  E.  M.  Smith,  of  Iowa,  a  statement  of 
the  amount  charged  by  me  and  received,  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  Hon.  J.  W.  Hunt,  assistant  secretary  of  state,  in  which  he 
informs  me  that  on  the  receipt  ol  my  bill,  it  was  paid  by  him  at 
its  face,  and  that  when  it  was  audited,  it  was  allowed  at  50  cents 
per  tract  of  land  advertised,  or  $64,  and  that  the  balance  then  due 
to  me  had  been  paid  to  Hon.  Otis  Hoyt,  of  Hudson,  who  was  at  . 
the  time  of  auditing,  in  Madison.  Such  a  payment  (to  Mr.  Hoyt) 
would  have  been  entirely  satisfactory  to  me,  and  would  be  now. 
Mr.  Hunt's  letter  of  the  19th,  however,  contained  the  first  intima- 
tion I  had  received,  that  the  bill  had  been  audited  at  more  than 
its  face,  and  the  balance  paid  over. 

My  bill  was  for  the  amount  of  $12.80,  the  number  of 'tracts  of 
land  advertised,  being  128.  I  cannot  be  positive  as  to  these  fig- 
ures, but  I  believe  they  are  exactly  correct.  I  received  in  pay- 
ment by  letter,  the  sum  of  $13  in  Wisconsin  paper  money,  it  being 
forwarded  to  me  by  mail. 
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A  file  of  the  Hudson  I^orth  Star  can  be  found,  I  believe,  at  the 
rooms  of  the  State  Historical  Society.  The  books  of  the  I^orth 
Star  office,  in  which  the  account  was  entered  are  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  U.  B.  Shaver,  of  Hudson,  St.  Croix  county,  and  the  above 
named  was  the  paper  in  which  the  publication  was  made. 

Respectfully, 

4  (Signed,) 

CKt  EDMUND  R.  OTIS. 

STATE  OF  WISCONSIN,  ) 
County  of  Iowa.  ] 

Edmund  R.  Otis,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  that  the  state- 
ments by  him  made  in  the  within  letter,  to  Hon.  Perry  H.  Smith, 
are,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  true. 

(Signed,) 

EDMUND  R.  OTIS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  21st  day  of  February, 
'a.D.  1856. 

(Signed,)       J.  H.  Claey, 

Notary  Public,  Iowa  Co.,  Wis. 

Otis  Hoyt  being  first  duly  sworn  deposes  and  says  that  in  the  fall 
of  1854  he  received  a  list  of  forfeited  school  lands  for  publication  in 
the  Hudson  North  Stav^  of  which  paper  he  was  then  the  proprietor, 
which  list  was  published  in  accordance  with  instructions.  The  paper 
was  transferred  to  E.  R.  Otis  &  U.  B.  Shaver  in  the  spring  of  1855- 
In  the  summer  of  1855,  thinks  in  July,  J.  W.  Hunt  assistant  se- 
cretary of  state,  stated  to  witness  that  there  was  a  balance  due  for 
such  publication  of  about  fifty  dollars,  and  wanted  to  know  of 
witness  to  whom  it  should  be  paid.  Mr.  Hunt  then  stated  to  wit- 
ness that  he  had  paid  a  bill  as  such  for  publication,  but  when  all 
the  accounts  for  such  publications  were  audited,  a  scale  was  adopt- 
ed giving  fifty  cents  for  each  description  of  land,  which  accounted 
for  the  difference,  and  said  the  money  was  in  his  hands.  Witness 
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told  Hunt  to  hold  on  to  the  money  until  some  arrangements  were^ 
made  in  relation  to  whom  the  money  belonged.  Hunt  again  called 
attention  of  witness  in  February  last.  Witness  then  told  Hunt 
not  to  pay  the  money  to  Otis  as  it  belonged  to  the  paper  and  not 
to  Otis,  the  paper  having  been  transferred  from  Otis  &  Shaver  to 
witness,  and  from  witness  to  Shaver  in  August  or  September  last. 
Since  return  of  witness  to  Madison  he  has  ascertained  from  Hunt 
and  Jones,  secretary  of  state,  that  the  money  has  been  paid  to 
Otis.  E.  R.  Otis  was  editor  of  the  Hudson  North  Star  from  the 
commencement  of  its  publication  until  it  was  transferred  to  Otis 
&  Shaver  in  the  spring  of  1855. 

(Signed)         OTIS  HOYT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1856, 

(Signed)      P.  H.  Smith, 

Special  Com. 


